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PUBLISHER'S NOTE 


Al Hamd li Allah (Praise be to Allah), this Revised Edition is a culmination 
of experiences in the last two decades in publishing translations of the meaning 
of the Qur’an in several languages. With the Grace of Allah, amana publications, 
a subsidiary of Amana Corporation has succeeded in publishing this great work 
of the late ‘Abdullah Yusuf ‘Ali, revised for the first time after his death with the 
highest standard of scholarship and authenticity that it deserves. 

About eight years ago, the work for this edition began when we started the 
selection of the most recognised and authentic available English translation of the 
meaning of the Qur'an. The selection committee, comprised of highly reputable 
Muslim scholars, decided on the work of ‘Abdullah Yusuf ‘Ali and solicited opinions 
and criticisms from Islamic institutions and scholars around the world. A number 
of committees reviewed all the responses carefully, examined the text meticulously, 
updated the material and refined the commentaries. The last complete review was 
undertaken by the late Isma‘il Raji al Fartqi, who was then President of the 
International Institute of Islamic Thought (IIIT) in the United States of America. 

Guided by its own commitment to serve the Qur'an, amana publications 
undertook this tremendous task, and in cooperation with the IIIT completed this 
honorable work. amana publications and IIIT established an editorial board whose 
effort was to implement the final recommendations of the committees and to 
concentrate on the manuscript preparation, overall editorial changes, and revisions 
in style and format (discussed in the Preface to the Revised Edition). All praise 
be to Allah for enabling us to serve the Qur'an by making available this Revised 
Edition. 

We acknowledge with deep appreciation the efforts of IIIT and all those who 
helped produce this monumental work of ‘Abdullah Yusuf ‘Alt. May Allah bless 
his soul and reward him generously; wa al Hamd li Allah Rabb al ‘Alamin (All 
Praise and Gratitude is due to Allah, the Lord and Sustainer of the Worlds), 


Jumada al Akhirah 1409 A.H. Fakhri al Barzinji, President 
January, 1989 A.C. amana publications 
Washington, D.C. 


‘ABDULLAH YUSUF ‘ALI 


On Apmil 4, 1872 A.C, 1289 A.H., “Abdullah Ydsuf ‘Afi was born in a family of the Bohra 
community in Surat, India. His father, a merchant, was a very religious man who 
made sure that his son learned Qur'an before anything else. Upon the completion 
of young ‘Abdullah's committing the entire Qur'an to memory, his father celebrated 
the occasion with a grand banquet, thus showing to his son the importance of his 
achievement and the importance of the Qur'an. In addition to studying 
contemporary knowledge at school, ‘Abdullah continued to receive lessons in Arabic 
language and never ceased in his studies of the Qur'an. He was a superior student 
who excelled in academic achievement and won the much coveted Indian Civil 
Service Award, a prestigious honour resulting from the extremely competetive 
entrance examinations for high positions in the Indian Civil Service which wealthy 
families would aspire for their sons to receive. ‘Abdullah was easily able to absorb 
English literature and was considered to be among the best of his fellow countrymen 
in writing English. Many of the most well-known scholarly magazines in India 
published his works and expressed their appreciation for his beautiful literary style. 
Later, ‘Abdullah Yusuf left India for Europe and visited many European capitals 
and eventually resided in London for a considerable period of time, While in London, 
he was exposed to many translations of the Qur'an and continued to have a 
tremendous interest in it and its studies. He then began to closely study the Qur'an 
giving special attention to its various interpretations, both old and new. After studying 
what was written about the Qur'an in both European and Eastern languages, he 
returned to India and took up new residence in Lahore where he became the Dean 
of the Islamic College. He then began his monumental work of translating and 
commenting on the Qur'an which after three full years of work was completed 
on his 65th birthday. ‘Abdullah Yasuf ‘ANi later died in London on December 10, 1953 
A.C. 1372 A-H. 





PREFACE TO THE NEW EDITION 


It has been more than half a century since the first appearance of ‘Abdullah 
Yusuf ‘Ali's superlative work, The Holy Qur’@n: Text, Translation and Commentary. 
Since that time, there have been innumerable reprintings and millions of copies 
distributed throughout the world. It is, by far, the best known, most studied, and 
most respected English translation of the Qur'an. It was the first monumental and 
authoritative work of its kind and it subsequently inspired many such similar 
endeavours, The eloquent poetic style of the translation and the authenticity of 
the extensive commentaries and explanatory notes, have, no doubt, contributed 
greatly to its much deserved reputation as the English translation of the meaning 
of the Qur'an. 

The tremendous impact that this work has made upon the English-reading 
Muslims (as well as, many non-Muslims) of the world, has never been greater than 
it is today and shall continue—in sha@ Allah (Allah willing)—for generations to 
come, It has enabled interested readers of English, who do not have a proficiency 
in reading and comprehending Qur'anic Arabic, to greatly enrich their 
understanding of the meaning and the incomparable beauty and perfection of the 
Glorious Qur'an, It has given them a more authentic and reliable translation and 
commentary from which they could make a serious study. 

‘A. Yusuf ‘Ali was quick to point out that there can be no absolute or perfect 
rendition of the meaning of the Qur'an and, at best, only an interpretation of 
its understood meaning can be offered. Probably, he never envisaged how universal 
his work would someday become, for he was primarily attempting to explain his 
understanding of the Qur'an to his fellow-countrymen—both Muslims and non- 
Muslims alike. Therefore, he was apt to occasionally use references which could 
hot be easily appreciated outside the milieu of the Indian Subcontinent. 

Although it may not have been the intention of the author to reach such a 
wide range of readers as exists today, there nevertheless has long been a need for 
a revised new edition reflecting the needs and demands of today’s enthusiastic 
readership. In response to this need, the present edition represents the first major 
revision since the initial printing over fifty years ago. 

Revisions have been made in both the content and form of the original work. 
Where necessary, the content has been brought up-to-date and within the current 
understanding and interpretation of the Qur'an. In the translation, the Sirah 
introductions, and the commentaries, such changes were relatively few and infrequent 
and have been duly noted as having been revised. The reader will, however, find 
such notable changes as the use of the name ‘Allah’ for the word ‘God’ (as used 
M previous editions) since it was felt that the use of this Most Glorious Name is 
More widely understood and accepted by the general reader today. Also, the word 
Messenger’ has been given preference over the word ‘Apostle’ for the meaning of 
the original Qur’anic word in Arabic, ‘Rastl: The reason being, it was felt, that 
the former term more clearly expresses the Islamic usage of the term without any 
Negative connotations which may be associated with the latter term resulting from 
Maccuracies in its use by other religious or historical works. 

The explanatory footnotes and the appendices, however, were subject to more 

quent, and occasionally more substantial, changes than those in the translation 
and the commentaries. The reason being there was a greater need of general 
Updating of information and clarification of certain explanations which were subject 
‘0 misinterpretation. There were also a few instances in which certain portions 
of the material were deleted, either due to its outdatedness or due to its proneness 
‘© misinterpretation. 


The form of this newly revised edition has undergone a more dramatic change 
in style and has been vastly improved in order to facilitate its readability and 
studyability. The type for the English text has been completely reset for the first 
time thereby making the character definition more legible after many years of 
reprintings. 

In addition, the spelling has been modernised and the system of translitera- 
tion of Arabic into English has also been modernised and standardised. For reasons 
of practicality, the title of each Surah appears in its transliterated form at the head 
of each page within the Surah. This should enable the non-Arabic reader to not 
only become more familiar with the names of the Surahs in Arabic, but also to 
begin to associate the content of what he/she is reading with the name of the Surah 
in which he/she is reading. Also, the ‘Abbreviated’ Letters (or al Muqatta @t) have 
been transliterated as they are spelled out in Arabic so as to make it possible to 
learn their pronunciation. 

Furthermore, a new system of Qur’anic notation of the Surah and Ayah numbers 
used in the English text has been adopted. The Roman numerals used in the original 
system have been converted to Arabic numerals, thus making it easier for most 
readers to readily understand the notations and to encourage them to investigate 
the frequent references and cross-references found in the Table of Contents, Index, 
and Footnotes. In this edition (1416/1995), a new and comprehensive index for the 
translation and the commentary has been added to the book to facilitate its use 
and maximize the benefits of the work. Finally, the method of indicating each 
Juz’ (or 1/30th part of the Qur'an) has been modified in order to incorporate the 
more conventional method of notation commonly used today and thereby reduce 
the potential for confusion to the reader. 

In sum, the editors have acted out of a sincere desire to improve upon this 
great work. It is hoped that this will—zn sha‘ Allah —help in furthering the aim 
of ‘Abdullah Yusuf ‘Ali by enhancing the usefulness and relevance of his work to 
the ever-changing needs and demands of the countless readers of today. May Allah 
bless him for his truly extraordinary efforts in producing this invaluable work of 
translation and commentary. 


International Institute of Islamic Thought 
Jumada al Akhirah, 1409 A-H. 
January, 1989 A.C. 
Herndon, Virginia 
U.S.A. 


PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION 


| po not wish to write a long Preface. I wish merely to explain the history of my Project, the 
scope and plan of this work, and the objects I have held in view. 

In separate introductory Notes I have mentioned the useful books to which I have referred, 
under the headings: Commentaries on the Qur'an; Translations of the Qur'an; and Useful Works 
of Reference. I have similarly explained the system which I have followed in the Transliteration 
of Arabic Words and Names; the Abbreviations I have used; and the Principal Divisions of the 
Qur'an. 

It may be asked: Is there any need for a fresh English Translation? To those who ask this 
question I commend a careful consideration of the facts which I have set out in my note on 
Translations of the Qur'an. After they have read it, I would invite them to take any particular 
passage Say 2:74, or 2:102, or 2:164 and compare it with any previous yersion they choose. If 
they find that I have helped them even the least bit further in understanding its meaning, or 
appreciating its beauty, or catching something of the grandeur of the original, I would claim 
that my humble attempt is justified. 

It is the duty of every Muslim —man, woman, or child—to read the Qur'an and understand 
it according to his own capacity. If any one of us attains to some knowledge or understanding 
of it by study, contemplation, and the test of life, both outward and inward, it is his duty, according 
to his capacity, to instruct others, and share with them the joy and peace which result from 
contact with the spiritual world. The Qur’an—indeed every religious book—has to be read, not 
only with the tongue and voice and eyes, but with the best light that our intellect can supply, 
and even more, with the truest and purest light which our heart and conscience can give us. 
Ic is in this spirit that I would have my readers approach the Qur’an. 

It was between the ages of four and five that I first learned to read its Arabic words, 
to revel in its rhythm and music, and wonder at its meaning. I have a dim recollection of the 
Khatm ceremony which closed that stage. It was called “completion”: it really just began a spiritual 
awakening that has gone on ever since. My revered father taught me Arabic, but I must have 
imbibed from him into my innermost being something more, something which told me that all 
the world’s thoughts, all the world’s most beautiful languages and literatures, are but vehicles 
for that ineffable message which comes to the heart in rare moments of ecstasy. The soul of 
mysticism and ecstasy is in the Qur'an, as well as the plain guidance for the plain man which 
a world in a hurry affects to consider as sufficient. It is good to make this personal confession, 
to an age in which it is in the highest degree unfashionable to speak of religion or spiritual peace 
or consolation, an age in which words like these draw forth only derision, pity, or contempt. 

I have explored Western lands, Western manners, and the depths of Western thought and 
Western learning, to an extent which has rarely fallen to the lot of an Eastern mortal. But | 
have never lost touch with my Eastern heritage, Through all my successes and failures I have 
learned to rely more and more upon the one true thing in all life—the voice that speaks in a 
tongue above that of mortal man. For me the embodiment of that voice has been in the noble 
words of the Arabic Qur'an, which I have tried to translate for myself and apply to my experience 
again and again. The service of the Qur'an has been the pride and the privilege of many Muslims. 
I felt that with such life-experience as has fallen to my lot, my service to the Qur'an should 
be to present it in a fitting garb in English. That ambition I have cherished in my mind for 
more than forty years. I have collected books and materials for it. I have visited places, undertaken 
journeys, taken notes, sought the society of men, and tried to explore their thoughts and hearts, 
in order to equip myself for the task. Sometimes I have considered it too stupendous for me —the 
double task of understanding the original, and reproducing its nobility, its beauty, its poetry, 
its grandeur, and its sweet practical reasonable application to everyday experience. Then I have 
blamed myself for lack of courage—the spiritual courage of men who dared all in the Cause 
which was so dear to them. 

Two sets of apparently accidental circumstances at last decided me. A man’s life is subject 
to inner storms far more devastating than those in the physical world around him, In such a 
storm, in the bitter anguish of a personal sorrow which nearly unseated my reason and made 
life seem meaningless, a new hope was born out of a systematic pursuit of my long-cherished 
project. Watered by tears, my manuscript began to grow in depth and earnestness if not in bulk. 
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most carefully prepared Text of any produced in India, and I have generally followed it in 
punctuation and the numbering of verses—the only points on which any difficulties are likely 
to arise on the Quranic Text. 

It has been my desire to have the printing done in the best style possible, with new type, 
on good glazed paper, and with the best ink procurable. I hope the result will please those who 
are good enough to approve of the more essential features of the work. The proprietors of the 
Ripon Press and all their staff, but especially Mr. Badruddin Badr, their Proof Examinar, have 
taken a keen interest in their work. The somewhat unusual demand made on the their time and 
attention they have met cheerfully, and I am obliged to them. The publisher, Shaykh Muhammad 
Ashraf, has thrown himself heart and soul into his work, and I hope the public will appreciate 
his efforts. 

My plan is to issue each Sipavah or Juz’ as it is ready, at intervals of not more than three 
months. As the work proceeds, I hope it will be possible to accelerate the pace. The paging 
will be continuous in the subsequent volumes. The final binding will be in either three or two 
volumes. It is my tention to provide a complete analytical Index to the whole. I hope all interested 
will sign the publisher's subscription order in advance. 

One final word to my readers, Read, study, and digest the Holy Book: Read slowly, and 
let it sink into your heart and soul. Such study will, like virtue, be its.own reward. If you find 
anything in this volume to criticise, please let it not spoil your enjoyment of the rest. If you 
write to me, quoting chapter and verse, I shall be glad to consider your criticism, but let it not 
vex you if I exercise my own judgement in deciding for myself, any corrections accepted will 
be gratefully acknowledged. On the other hand, it there is something that specially pleases you 
or helps you, please do not hesitate to write to me. I have given you other interests to help you. 
It will be a pleasure to know that my labour has not been in vain. If you address me in care 
of my of Publisher at his Lahore address, he will always forward the letters to me. 


Dhii al Higjah 18, 1352 A.H., A. Yusuf ‘Ali 
April 4, 1934 A.C. 
Lahore 


COMMENTARIES ON THE QUR'AN 


QuRANIC literature is so voluminous that no single man can compass a perusal of the whole. 
Besides the extant works there were innumerable works written for special groups of people or 
from special points of view or for special purposes, which have perished. And more works are 
being added everyday. The activity in this line has never been greater than it is now. 

There is no Book in the world in whose service so much talent, so much labour, so much 
time and money have been expended as has been the case with the Qur'an, A mere glance at 
Suyut?’s (d. 911 A.H.) Jtga@n or Haji Khalifah's (d. 1059 A.H.) Kashf al Zuntin will show the 
encyclopaedic volume of the Qur'anic sciences in their day. 

Since then the volume has continued to go on increasing, although it must be admitted 
that the quality of the later literature on the subject leaves much to be desired. With the retrogression 
of the Islamic nations in original work in science, art, and philosophy, and the concomitant limitation 
in their outlook and experience in various phases of intellectual and spiritual life, has come a 
certain limitation in the free spirit of research and enquiry. The new Renaissance of Islam which 
is just beginning will, it is hoped, sweep away cobwebs and let in the full light of reason and 
understanding. 

The need for an explanation of the verses of the Qur'an arose quite early. Even before 
the whole of the Qur’an was revealed, people used to ask the Prophet all sorts of questions as 
to the meaning of certain words in the verses revealed, or of their bearing on problems as they 
arose, or details of certain historical or spiritual matters on which they sought more light. The 
Prophet's answers were carefully stored in the memory of the Companions (ashab) and were 
afterwards written down. In the next generation, the Ta@bz‘in, were those who had not personally 
conversed with the Prophet, like the Companions, but had conversed with the Companions and 
learned from them. Subsequent generations always went back to establish a chain of evidence 
through the Ta@bitin and the Companions. Through them grew up the science of Hadith or 
Traditions. As this literature grew, it became necessary to establish strict rules by which the evidence 
could be examined and tested, so as to separate that which was considered to be established 
from that which was doubtful or weak, and that which was to be rejected as unproved. In the 
evolution of the science of Hadith, it became clear that even among the Companions certain 
persons had better memories than others, or better opportunities of becoming really acquainted 
with the Prophet's true meaning. Similarly the claims of the Ta@b:‘tin came to be examined and 
graded, and so on. Thus arose a new science, in which the names and positions of persons in 
Hadith literature were examined biographically and in other ways. (R). 

The Hadith literature dealt with all sorts of matters, including Theology, Ethics, and Exegesis 
(explanation of the Qur'an). Exegesis soon became an independent science by itself and was called 
Tafsir, and the sphere of Tafsir itself began to widen as the experience and knowledge of the 
Arabs and Arabic writers began to increase. Besides the examination of correct traditions from 
various kinds and grades of authorities, it began to examine the meaning of words philologically, 
collecting a vast amount of learning as to root meanings, the usage of the Quraysh tribe of Arabs, 
to which the Prophet belonged, the usage and meaning of words in the purest original Arabic 
before it became mixed up with foreign idioms and usages by the use of the Arabic language 
by non-Arabs in Islam, and by the influence of the enormous geographical expansion of the Arab 
race in the first few centuries of Islam. The increasing knowledge of history and of Jewish and 
Christian legends enabled the Commentators to illustrate the Text of the Holy Book with reference 
to these. Sometimes the amount of Jewish stuff (some of it absurd), which found its way into 
the Commentaries, was out of all proportion to its importance and relevance, and gave rise to 
the legend, which has been exploited by polemical Christian and Jewish writers, that Islam was 
built up on an imperfect knowledge of Christianity and Judaism, or that it accepts as true the 
illustrative legends from the Talmud or the Midrash or various fantastic schools of Christianity, 
Then came philosophy and the mystic doctrine of the Sufi schools. The development of the science 
of kalam (built on formal logic), and its further offshoot the ‘Jim al Aq@'td (the philosophical 
exposition of the grounds of our belief) introduced further elements on the intellectual side, while 
Ta'wil (esoteric exposition of the hidden or inner meaning) introduced elements on the spiritual 
side, based on a sort of transcendental intuition of the expositor. The Sufi mystics at least adhered 
to the rules of their own Orders, which were very strict. But many of the non-Sufi writers on 
Ta wil indulged in an amount of licence in interpretation which has rightly called forth a protest 
on the part of the more sober ‘Ulama. 
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For my part I agree with this protese. While freely reserving the right of individual judgement 
on the part of every earnest writer, I think the art of interpretation must stick as closely as possible 
to the text which it seeks to interpret’ Every serious writer and thinker has a right to use all 
the knowledge and experience he possesses in the service of the Quran. But he must not mix 
up his own theories and conclusions, however reasonable, with the interpretation of the Text itself, 
which is usually perfectly perspicuous, as it claims it to be. Our difficulties in interpretation often 
arise from various causes, of which [ will mention just a few: » 

(1) Arabic words in the Text have acquired other méanings than those which were understood 
by the Prophet and his Companions. All living languages undergo such transformations. The 
early Commentators and Philologists went into these matters with a very comprehensive grasp, 
and we must accept their conclusions, Where they are not unanimous, we must use our judgement 
and historic sense in adopting the interpretation of that authority which appeals to us most. 
We must not devise new verbal meanings. 

(2) Even since the early Commentators wrote, the Atabic language has further developed, 
and later Commentators often abandon the interpretations of earlier Commentators without sufficient 
reason. In exercising our selective judgement in such cases it would be a good rule to prefer 
the earlier to the later interpretation, though, where a later writer has reviewed the earlier 
interpretations and given good reasons for his own view, he has an advantage which we must 
freely concede to him. 

(3) Classical Arabic has a vocabulary in which the meaning of each root word is so 
comprehensive that it is difficult to interpret it in a modern analytical language word for word, 
or by the use of the same word in all places where the original word occurs in the Text. A striking 
example is furnished by the word Sabr, about which see my notes on 2:45 and 2;153. Even though 
one particular shade of meaning may be predominant in any particular passage, the others are 
latent, So im a ray of light, when a prism analyses it, we may look at a portion of the field 
where a particular colour predominates, but other colours do not escape our glance. An Arabic 
word is often a full ray of light; when a translator looks at it through the prism of a modern 
analytical language, he misses a great deal of its meaning by confining his attention to one particular 
colour. European translators have often failed in this respect and sometimes even been landed 
in absurdities because these delicate rich tones are not studied in their languages or literatures, 
and they do not look for them or appreciate them in the best examples.of Oriental style. If they 
despite them or think them fantastic, they had best leave the interpretation of Oriental literatures 
alone. This is all the more so in religious. or spiritual literature. No human language,can possibly 
be adequate for the expression of the highest spiritual thought. Such thought must be expressed 
symbolically in terse and comprehensive words, out of which people will perceive just as much 
light and colour as their spiritual eyes are capable of perceiving. It is possible that their prism 
will only show them a dark blue while a whole glorious symphony of colours is hidden from 
their eyes. And so it comes about that through the prism of a clever English translation, poor 
‘Umar (Omar) Khayyam emerges as a sensualist and cynic who sees no higher purpose in life 
than drinking wine, dallying with women, and: holding up his hands in despair at “this sorry 
scheme of things entire’) And so the parables of stern morality in the Qur'an, its sublime earnestness, 
and its pictures of future beatitude are distorted into idle fables, incoherent effusions, and a 
sensual paradise! (R). 

(4) An opposite error sometimes arises taken: certain matters the rich vocabulary of 
the Qur'an distinguishes between things and ideas of a certain kind by special words, for which 
there is only a general word in English. Instances are: Rahman and Rahim (Most Merciful), 
see 11 n. 19; Ba, safaha, ghafara (to forgive), see 2:109 n. 110; and the various words for Creation, 
see 2117, n 120. The fact is that it gives us a very limited idea of Allah’s Mercy, when we only 
use the English word “mercy”: the Quranic idea implies not only pity and forgiveness but the 
Grace which protects us and keeps us from sin, and indeed guides us to the light of His 
“Countenance” So the “forgiveness” of Allah is a thing totally different in quality from the forgiveness 
which a man can give to his brother man. The equation implied in “Forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those that trespass against us” is a misleading fallacy. So, again. “Creation” is not 
just a simple process done by Allah at some remote time and finished with: the Quranic idea 
implies various processes and the continuous présence and activity of Allah in His Creation. (R). 

(5) Allah's purpose is eternal, and His plan is perfect, but man's intelligence is limited 
at its very best. In the same individual it grows and declines according to the strength of his 
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powers and the width of his experience. If we take mankind collectively the variations are even 
greater from age to age and from people to people. There is thus no finality in human interpretation. 
And in the thing interpreted —Allah’s Creation — there is constant flux and change. So that the 
impact of the one on the other must yield diverse results. The view of Kunchinjunga must vary 
infinitely according to the position of the observer, even if Kunchinjunga remained the same. 
But if Kunchinjunga itself varies, there is a double cause of variation in the view. So I believe 
in progressive interpretation, in the need for understanding and explaining spiritual matters from 
different angles. The difficulties that confront me may not be the same as those that confront 
you. The problems which our age has to meet may not be the same as the problems which puzzled 
earnest minds of the fourth or sixth or later centuries of the Hijrah. Therefore it is no merit 
to hug the solutions offered in the fourth or sixth centuries when our souls cry out in hunger 
for solace in the fourteenth century of the Hijrah. 

The distinction drawn by Commentators between matters of report (manqulat) and matters 
of judgement (ma gii/at) is a sound one, and I heartily accept it. But I would extend the scope 
of the ma qulat far beyond questions of idiom and meaning. In the former the issues are: what 
actually happened, or what was actually said; or how were certain things done? Here the closer 
we go back to contemporary authority, the better. In the latter, the issues are: what is the bearing 
of this truth on our lives, or what illustration helps us best to grasp this, or what is the wisdom 
we can extract from this? In such matters, the closer we come to our own circumstances and 
experiences, the better. It is not only right but our duty to seek honestly our own solutions, and 
while we respect authority, we must not neglect or despise the gifts which Allah has accumulated 
for us through the ages, 

The principles on which I have worked may be briefly stated. In matters of philology 
and language I accept the best authority among those who were competent to deal with these 
questions: the older the better. In matters of narration, contemporary authorities are best, subject 
to such corrections as have to be applied for their points of view. As to the particular occasions 
on which particular verses were revealed, the information is interesting and valuable from a historical 
point of view, and our older writers have collected ample material for it. But to lay too much 
stress on it today puts the picture out of all perspective. The Qur'an was not revealed for a particular 
occasion only, but for all time. The particular occasion is now past. Our chief interest now is 
to see how it can guide us in our present lives. Its meaning is so manifold, and when tested, 
it is so true, that we should be wise to concentrate on the matters that immediately help us. 
So in nature plants seck out of the soil just that food which gives them nourishment. There is 
plenty of other food left in the soil, which other plants take, which can digest it. In matters 
of remote history or folklore, we must take the results of the latest researches. In interpreting 
Jewish or Christian legends or beliefs we must go to Jewish or Christian sources, but by way of 
illustration only, not in the direction of incorporating such beliefs or systems. Though they were 
true in their original purity, we are not sure of the form which they subsequently took, and in 
any case the fuller light of the sun obscures the lesser light of the stars. 

In the application of spiritual truths to our own times and our own lives, we must use 
every kind of knowledge, science, and experience which we possess, but we must not obtrude 
irrelevant matter into our discussions. Let us take simple examples. When we speak of the rising 
of sun in the east, we do not go on to reconcile the expression with the Copernican system of 
astronomy. What we mean is as true under the Copernican system as it was under the Ptolemacic 
system. When we speak of the endless plains of India, we are not put on our defence because 
the earth is round. Nor will such expressions as the seven firmaments raise questions as to the 
nature of space in modern astronomy. Man's intellect is given to him to investigate the nature 
of the physical world around him. He forms different conceptions of it at different times. Spiritual 
truths are quite independent of the question which of these conceptions are true. They deal with 
matters which are beyond the ken of physical science. In explaining or illustrating them we shall 
use such language as is current among the people to whom we speak. (R). 

Let me set out the names of the most important Ta/fsirs, especially those to which I have 
from time to time referred. They are not, however, in any sense my authorities. They belong 
to widely different schools of thought, and some of them express extreme views with which I 
do not agree. I only adopt the general sense of accepted Commentaries. 

(1) The monumental work of Abi Ja‘far Muhammad ibn Jarir al Tabar7, d. 310 A.H. 
A pefect mine of historical information, as the author was both a historian and a Traditionist. 
Copies are not easily accessible. 
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(2) Al Mufradat, a dictionary of difficult words and phrases in the Qur'an, by Abi al 
Qasim Husayn al Raghib, al Isfahani, d. 503 A.H. Also explains allusions. 

(8) Al Kashshaf, by Aba al Qasim Mahmiid ibn ‘Umar al Zamakhshari, of Khwarum, 
d..538 A.H. Very full in the explanation of words and idioms; takes a decidedly rational and 
ethical view of doctrine. Numerous Commentaries have been written on this Commentary. 

(4) Al Tafsir al Kabir, by Abi al Fadl Muhammad Fakhr a! Din al Razi; d. 606 AH. 
Very comprehensive. Strong in interpretations from a Suft, or spiritual point of view. 

(5) Anwéar al Tanzil, by al Qadi Nasir al Din Abii Sa'id ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Umar al Baydéwi, 
d. 685 A.H. Has drawn largely from Al Mufradat, Al Kashshaf and Al Tafsir al Kabir, but 
incorporates a good deal of original matter. A very popular Commentary, on which again numerous 
Commentaries have been written. 

(6) The Tafsir of Abi al Fida’ Ismail ibm Kathir, d. 774 A-H. Voluminous, but has great 
authority among the ‘Ulama’ 

(7) Al Itqan ft ‘Ulam al Qur'an, by Jalal al Din al Suyatt, d. 911 A-H. A comprehensive 
review of the sciences of the Qur'an, being an introduction to his Majma' al Bahrayn. 

(8) Tafsir al Jalalayn —Written by Jalal al Din al Suytty, d. 911 A.H., and Jalal al Din 
al Mahalli, d. 894 A.H. A concise and meritorious Commentary, on which again a number 
of Commentaries have been written. 

(9) Our country has produced some notable scholars in the realm of Tafsir, They wrote 
in Arabic and Persian, and the latter ones have written in Urdu. 

The earliest I can trace is Shaykh ‘Ali ibn Ahmad Mahaymi (of Mahim, near Bombay), 
d. 835 A.H. or 1432 A.C,, author of the Tafsir Rahmani. Almost contemporary with him was 
‘Allamah Shams al Din, of Dawlatabad and Delhi, who lived during the brilliant reign of Ibrahim 
Shargi of Jawnpur (1400—1440 A.C,). He wrote in Persian. During the nineteenth century, the 
famous Muhaddith of Delhi, Shah Wali Allah, and his two sons Shah ‘Abd al ‘Aziz (d. 1824 
A.C.) and Shah ‘Abd al Qadir (d. 1826 A.C.) wrote both translations and Commentaries. Shah 
‘Abd al ‘Azyz wrote in Persian and Shah ‘Abd al Qadir in Urdu. The Urdu Commentary of Sir 
Sayyid Ahmad Khan of ‘Aligarh (d. 1898 A.C.) has not met the approval of the 'Ulam#, On 
the other hand the more recent Urdu Commentary of Mawlvi ‘Abd al Haqq, the Tafsir Haqqani, 
which has passed through several editions, is quite modern in tone and manageable in bulk. 
and is widely circulated in India. I have derived much instruction from it and have used it constantly. 
The Commentary of Mawlvi Abi al Kalam Azad has been planned on a spacious scale and has 
not yet been finished. 

(10) The Modernist school in Egypt got a wise lead from the late Shaykh Muhammad 
‘Abduh (d. 1525 A.H. or 1905 A.C.), whose unfinished Commentary is being completed by 
Muhammad Rashid Rida, the talented editor of the Mandar newspaper. The work of Shaykh 
Tantawi Jawhari, a pupil of ‘Abduh, finds the “jewels” of the Qur'an and of the sciences mutually 
illuminative, and suggests many new lines of thought. ‘Allamah Muhammad Farid Wajdi is also 
spoken of as a good modern Commentator: I have not yet been able to get a copy of his work. 

(11) It has been said that the Qur'iin is its own best Commentary. As we proceed with 
the study of the Book, we find how true this is. A careful comparison and collation of passages 
from the Qur'an removes many difficulties. Use a good Concordance, such as the one | have 
named among the Works of Reference, and you will find that one passage throws light on another. 


TRANSLATIONS OF THE QUR'AN 


ALMOST all languages spoken by Muslims have translations of the Qur'an in them. Usually the 
‘Text is printed with the Translation. If the language is undeveloped, many of the Arabic words 
of the Qur'an are taken over bodily into it for want of corresponding words in. the language. 
Even in cultivated languages like Persian or Turkish, the introduction of religious terms from 
Arabic gave a body of words which were common to the whole Islamic world, and thus cemented 
that unity of the Muslim Brotherhood which is typified by the Qiblah. Where the notion itself 
is new to the speakers of polished languages, they are glad to borrow the Arabic word expressing 
that notion and all the associations connected with it. Such a word is Qiblah. Where the language 
is undeveloped, the translation is nothing more than a rough explanation of the Arabic Text. 
The translation has neither grammatical finish nor a form which can stand independently by 
itself. That is what happened with the earlier Urdu translations. They were really rough 

The ambition of every learned Muslim is to read the Qur'an in Arabic. The ambition of every 
Muslim is to read the sounds of the Arabic Text. I wish that his or her ambition were also to 
understand the Qur'an, cither in Arabic or in the mother tongue or some well-developed tongue 
which he or she understands, Hence the need for good and accurate translations. 

The translations into non-European languages known to me are; Persian, Turkish, Urdu, 
Tamil (used by Moplas), Pashto (for Afghans), Bengali, Malay, some of the languages of the 
Eastern Archipelago, and some of the African languages. | believe there is also a Chinese (dialectical) 
translation. 

The earliest Urdu translation was by Shah ‘Abd al Qadir of Delhi (d, 1826 A.C,). He 
has aready been mentioned among the Indian Commentators. Since then numerous Urdu 
translations have followed, some of which have been left incomplete. Among the complete ones, 
much used at the time of this writing, may be mentioned those of Shah Raff‘ al Din of Delhi, 
Shah Ashraf ‘Alf Thanawf, and Mawlvi NadhYr Ahmad (d. 1912 A.C.). Personally I prefer the 
last. The projected Urdu translation by Hakim Ahmad Shuja’ has not yet been published. 

Before the development of the modern European vernaculars, the cultivated language of 
Europe was Latin. A Latin translation was made for the Monastery of Clugny about 1143 A.C. 
(in the sixth century of the Hijrah) but not published till 1548 A.C. The place of publication 
was Basle and the publisher Bibliander. This was translated into Italian, German, and Dutch. 
Schweigger’s German translation was published at Nurenburg (Bavaria) in 1616 A.C. A French 
translation by Du Ryer was published at Paris in 1647 A.C,, and a Russian one at St. Petersburg 
in 1776 A.C. Savary's French translation appeared in 1783 A.C., and Kasimirski’s French translation 
(which has passed through several editions) first appeared in 1840 A.C., the French interest in 
Islam having been stimulated by French conquests in Algeria and North Africa. The Germans 
have followed up Schweigger with Boysen’s translation in 1773 A.C., Wahl's in 1828 A.C., and 
Ullmann's (first edition in 1840 A.C.), I believe the Ahmadtyah Association of Lahore have in 
hand a fresh translation into German and Dutch. 

Meanwhile Maracci had produced in 1689 A.C. a Latin version of the Qur'an with the 
Arabic Text and quotations from various Arabic Commentaries, carefully selected and garbled, 
so as to give the worst possible impression of Islam to Europe. Maracci was a learned man, and there 
is no pretence about the object he had in view, uz., to discredit Islam by an elaborate show 
of quotations frorn Muslim authorities themselves. Maracci was himself a Confessor to Pope Innocent 
XI; his work is dedicated to the holy Roman Emperor Leopold I; and he introduces it by an 
introductory volume containing what he calls a “Refutation of the Qur'an.” 

The first English translation by A. Ross was but a translation of the first French translation 
of Du Ryer of 1647 A.C., and was published a few years after Du Ryer’s. George Sale’s translation 
(1737 A.C.) was based on Maracci's Latin version, and even his notes and his Preliminary Discourse 
are based mainly on Maracci. Considering that Maracci'’s object was to discredit Islam in the 
eyes of Europe, it is remarkable that Sale's translation should be looked upon as a standard translation 
in the English-speaking world, and should pass through edition after edition, being even included 
in the series called the Chandos Classics and receiving the benediction of Sir E. Denison Ross, 
The Rev, J.M, Rodwell arranged the Sirahs in a rough chronological order. His translation was 
first published in 1861 A.C. Though he tries to render the idiom fairly, his notes show the mind 
of a Christian clergyman, who was more concerned to “show up,” the Book than to appreciate 
or expound its beauties. Prof. E. H. Palmer's translation (first published in 1876 A.C.) suffers 
from the idea that the Qur’in ought to be translated into colloquial language. He failed to realise 
the beauty and grandeur of style in the original Arabic. To him that style was “rude and rugged”: 
we may more justifiably call his translation careless and slipshod. 


The amount of mischief done by these versions of non-Muslim and anti-Muslim writers 
has led Muslim writers to venture into the field of English translation. The first Muslim to undertake 
an English translation was Dr Muhammad ‘Abd al Hakim Khan, of Patiala, 1905 A.C. Mirza 
Hayrat of Delhi also published a translation, (Delhi 1919 A.C. ): the Commentary which he intended 
to publish in a separate volume of Introduction was, as far as I know, never published. My dear 
friend, the late Nawwab ‘Imad a] Mulk Sayyid Husayn Bilgrami of Hyderabad, Deccan, translated 
a portion, but he did not live to complete his work. The Ahmadiyah Sect* has also been active 
in the field. Its Qadiyan Anjuman published a version of the first Sipa@raha, (Juz’), in 1915 A.C. 
Apparently no more was published. Its Lahore Anjuman has published Mawlvi Muhammad ‘Ali's 
translation (first edition in 1917 A.C.), which has passed through more than one edition. Its 
a scholarly work, and is equipped with adequate explanatory matter in the notes and the Preface, 
and a fairly full Index. But the English of the Text is decidedly weak, and is not likely to appeal 
to those who know no Arabic. There are two other Muslim translations of great merit, But they 
have been published without the Arabic Text. Hafiz Ghulam Sarwar's translation (published in 
1930 A.C. or 1929 A.C.) deserves to be better known than it is. He has provided fairly full surnmaries 
of the Surahs, section by section, but he has practically no notes to his Text. I think such notes 
are necessary for a full understanding of the Text. In many cases the Arabic words and phrases 
are so pregnant of meaning that a Translator would be in despair unless he were allowed to 
explain all that he understands by them. Mr. Marmaduke Pickthall's translation was published 
in 1950 A.C. He is an English Muslim, a literary man of standing, and an Arabic scholar. But 
he has added very few notes to elucidate the Text, His rendering is “almost literal”: it can hardly 
be expected that it can give an adequate idea of a Book which (in his own words) can be described 

as “that inimitable symphony the very sounds of which move men to tears and ecstasy,” Perhaps 
the attempt to catch something of that symphony in another language is impossible. Greatly daring, 
I have made that attempt, We do not blame an artist who tries to catch in his picture something 
of the glorious light of a spring landscape. 

The English language being widely spread over the world, many people interested in Islam 
will get their ideas of the Qur'an from English translations. It is good that qualified Muslims 
should make the attempt to present the picture which their own mental and spiritual vision presents 
to themselves. The Indian educational system has enthroned English as the common language 
of culture for a population of $50 millions**. ‘The most educated of its 80 millions of Muslims — 
unless they know Arabic—look to English as the most Cultivated medium of expression. Their 
non-Muslim fellow countrymen judge — usually misjudge — their religion by the material which 
is available to them in English. We should improve and increase this material as much as we 
can and from as many points of view as we can. Some Muslim nations—like the Turks—have 
now determined to provide their religious literature (including the Holy Book) in their own national 
language. In order to keep them in touch with the thought and points of view of their brethren 
in faith, the English language would under present conditions be the most convenient medium. 
These are the considerations which have moved me to undertake the stupendous task of providing 
it pre 4 lg Wat NPE RS so that I may be enabled 
to succeed in this service to. Islam. 


* The Muslim Ummah ts agreed that since Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadiyan claimed to be a prophet 
and mestenger of Allah, all those who consider him their religious leader are outside the fold of Islam. [Eds } 

** The population of India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh in present time is more to 1000 millions. Out 
of that number Muslims represent more than 400 million: [Eds.} 


fr 


USEFUL WORKS OF REFERENCE 


THE wide compass of the Qur'an makes it necessary to consult works of reference on almost every 
conceivable subject, to enable us to elucidate the various points that arise. To deal adequately 
with such a Book, the widest reading is necessary as well as the most varied experience in life. 
But the interests of readers require that a handy Commentary should not roam too far afield. 
Bearing this in view the three essential kinds of books would be: (a) Previous Commentaries; 
(b) Previous Translations; (c) Dictionaries and General Works of Reference, easily accessible. I 
have set out (a) and (b) in the previous two Notes. I note a few under (c): 


1, Abi al Qasim Husayn ibn Muhammad al Raghib al Asfahani's, Al Mufradat: a concise 
Arabic dictionary of words and phrases in the Qur'an. Already mentioned under Commentaries. 
2. The well-known Arabic Dictionary, Al Qa@miis, by Muhammad ibn Ya'giib al Fayruizabadi. 

3. The well-known Arabic Dictionary, Lisan al Arab, by Abii al Fad! Jamal al Din 
Muhammad ibn Mukram ibn Manziir. 

4. The concise Arabic-Perisan Dictionary, Surah. 

5. J. Penrice’s Dictionary @ Glossary of the Koran. 

6. E. W. Lane: Arabic-English Lexicon. 

7. Jalal al Din al Suyuti'’s Al Itqgan ft ‘Uliim al QurGn: A veritable encyclopaedia of Qur’anic 
sciences. 

8. Noldeke and Schwally: Geschichte des Qorans. A German Essay on the Chronology 
of the Qur'an. Its criticisms and conclusions are from a non-Muslim point of view and to us 
not always acceptable, though it is practically the last word of European scholarship on the subject. 

9. Encyclopaedia of Islam. Very unequal in its various parts. 

10. Encyclopaedia Britannica. A great advance on previous editions, as regards the attention 
it devotes to Arabic learning. 

ll, Hughes's Dictionary of Islam. Out of date, but still useful. 

12. Muhammad ibn Hisham: Sirat al Rasiul. A fairly detailed Life of the Prophet. 

13. Mawlvi Shibli Nu'mani (d. 1914 or 1334 A.H.): Strat al Nabi (an Urdu Life of the 
Prophet). 

14. Fath al Rahman, an Arabic Concordance to the Qur'an, by Fayd Allah Bayk Hasani, 
printed in Cairo in 1346 A.H. Full and well arranged, and easy to use. 


Since then the meaning of the Qur'an has been rendered into many languages, Asian, 
European and African. Some such major works include: 


1, Marmaduke William Muhammad Pickthall, Meaning of the Glorious Quran, (London, 
1356/1937). 

2. Syed Abul Ala Maudoodi’s six-volume Urdu work, Tafh{m ul Qurtn 
(1369-1392/1949-1972) translated and published in English under the title The Meaning of the Quran by 
Islamic Publications, Lahore, Pakistan. A new English translation by Dr. Zafar Ishig Ansari is currently being 
released by the Islamic Foundation, Leicester, U.K. 


3. Sayyid Qutb's Fi Zilal al Qur’an (Beirut; Dar al Shuriiq, 1393/1973) in 6 vols. [Trans. 
into Turkish, Farsi, and Urdu. Vol. 30 of English trans. Jn the Shade of the Qur’@n published 
by (MWH, London, U.K. 1399/1979.) 

4. The noteworthy modern English translations are Muhammad Asad’s The Message of 
the Qur@n (Gibralter: Dar al Andalus 1400/1980); Dr. T. B. Irving's The Quran—The First 
American Version (Brattleboro, Vermont: Amana Books 1405/1986), and Prof. Ahmad Ali's Al 
Qur@n a contemporary translation, (Akrash Publishing 1404/1984, Karachi). 

5. Dr. Hamidullah’s French rendering Le Sarnt Coran (1382/1963). [Eds.] 
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TRANSLITERATION OF ARABIC WORDS AND NAMES 


THE following table shows the system which I have followed in transliterating the letters of the 
Arabic alphabet: \ 








oA 2h boomer te ce 
= 4 (long vowel) & = 7% = % pee 
inverte 
bs = Ba =b C = ‘Ayn ~ apbsirephie) 
Gis myer el =e E) = Ghayn = igh 
3 2° rhe + th a Ome =f 
id aS Ee ic) = Qaf = 4 
c = Hy = h 3. = Kat =k 
t = Kha’ = kh J Lam aA 
3 = Dal =d é = Mim =m 
3 = Dhal = dh Oo = Nin =n 
5) =Rae =r a = Ha’ =h 
os = Zay =.2 3 = Waw = w_ (consonantal) 
u = Sin =«s = a (long vowel) 
oe = Shin = sh s = Ya = y  (consonantal) 
ue = Sad = 's = 7 (long vowel) 
us = Dad = d € = Hamzah =‘ (apostrophe) 
Short vowels: 2. (fathah) »= a 
> (kasrah) i 
A_(dammah) = u 





1. In internationalised words and names I have used the spelling ordinarily current in 
English; e.g., Mawlvi, Urdu, Islam, Israel, Abraham, Jacob, Here the boundary is thin and rather 
ill-defined, and possibly my practice and that of my proofreaders, have not been absolutely uniform. 

2. Some names, e.g., Ishmael, Hagar, etc., have acquired a contemptuous association in 
their European forms, while the persons they represent are sacred personages held in great honour 
in Islam. I have, therefore, avoided the European forms and used the Arabic forms, Ismail, 
Hajar, ete, 


tuadh @ ou 


'unkt it 


ABBREVIATIONS USED 


After Christ = year of the Christian Calendar. 
Before Christ = year of Christian Calendar. 
After Hijrah = Year of the Islamic Calendar. 
Book. 

The running Commentary, in rhythmic prose. 
compare, 
date of death of an author (to show the age in which he lived), 
The Book of Deuteronomy in the Old Testament. 
Encyclopaedia Britannica, 14th edition. 

exempli gratia = for example. 

The Book of Exodus, Old Testament. 

The Book of Genesis, Old Testament. 

Hafiz Ghulam Sarwar's Translation of the Qur‘an. 
id est = that is. 

Book of Joshua, Old Testament. 

Gospel of St. Matthew, New Testament. 

Mawlvi Muhammad ‘Ali's translation of the Qur'an. — 
Mr. M. Pickthall's The Meaning of the Glorious Koran. 
note. 

notes. i 

The Book of Numbers, Old Testament. 

page. 

pages. 

Qur'an. 

Qur'an, Sirah 20, Ayah 25, 

Revelation of St. John, New Testament. 

reference, 

Sirah. 

verse. 

verses. 

videlicet = namely, 

Editors, 

Revised by Editors, 


XXiil 


xxiv 
PUNCTUATION MARKS IN THE ARABIC TEXT 


The systern of Qur'anic punctuations used in the Arabic script selected for this new revised 
edition in accordance to riwayat Hafs ‘an Nifi’ (the narration of Hafs on the authority of Nafi’), 
incorporates several kinds of signs or symbols indicating variations in methods of Qira@h (or 
recitation of the Qur'an). The following table of symbols, known as the Alamat al Wagf (or 
Signs for Stops), gives a brief description of their meaning and a reference giving an example 
of their use: 


JP  Waqf Lazim—must stop at place indicated; for example, see 6:36; 
Waqf Mamnii—must not stop at place indicated; for example,, see 16:32; 


C Waqf ja'%—may or may not stop at place indicated (there is no preference); for example, 
see 18:31; 


de Wagf Jaz, al Wasi Awla—may or may not stop at place indicated, but first preference 
is not to stop; for example, see 6:17; 


4 Wagf Jaz, al Wagf Awla—may or may not stop at place indicated, but first preference 
is to stop; for example, see 18:22; 


Taanug al Wagf—may stop at either place indicated, but not both places; for example, 
see 2:2. (R). 


DIVISIONS OF THE QUR'AN 


Tue reading of the Qur'an is considered a pious duty by every Muslim and is actually performed 
in practice by every literate person—man, woman, and child. For the convenience of those who 
wish to complete the whole reading in a given time, the whole Text is divided into thirty equal 
parts. The thirtieth Part is called Juz’ in Arabic. and Siparah or simply Parah in Persian and 
Urdu. If you read a Juz’ every day, you complete the whole reading in a month of thirty days. 
Usually the arithmetical quarters of a /uz' (one-fourth, one-half, three-quarters) are also marked 
in the Arabic copies as al rub; al nisf, and al thalathat arba: 

According to subject matter, the division is different. The whole of the Qur'an is arranged 
in 114 Siirahs of very unequal size. The Sirahs are numbered and the consecutive number is 
shown just before the title of the Siirah in English. In Arabic, the number of the Juz’ and the 
title of the Sirah are given at the head of every page in the Sirah. Each Siirah consists of a 
number of Aydt. Siirah 1 contains 7 Ayat and Sirah 2 contains 286. For the meaning of Sirah 
and Ayah see C. 42 and nn. 15-17. The most convenient form of quotation is to name the Sirah 
and the Ayat: thus 2:120 means the 120th Ayah of the second Sirah. A Sirah is usually spoken 
of as a Chapter in English, but that translation is hardly satisfactory. If you examine the order 
you will find that Sirah is a step in a gradation. I have left the word untranslated, as a technical 
term in our religious literature. The Ayah or verse division is usually determined by the rhythm 
and cadence in the Arabic Text. Sometimes an Ayah contains many sentences. Sometimes a sentence 
is divided by a break in an Ayah. But usually there is a pause in meaning at the end of an Ayah. (R). 
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al Fatihah 

al Bagarah 

Al ‘Imran 

al Nisa’ 

al Md@‘idah 

al An‘dm 

al A‘raf 

al Anfal 

al Tawbah or 
Bard'ah 

Yiinus 

Hiid 

Yiisuf 

al Ra‘d 

Ibrahim 

al Hijr 

al Nahl 

al Isra’ or 
Bani Israil 

al Kahf 

Maryam 

Ta Ha 

al Anbiya’ 

al Hajj 

al Mu’miniin 

al Nar 

al Furqan 

al Shu‘arda’ 

al Nami 

al Qasas 

al ‘Ankabit 

al Rim 

Luqman 

al Sajdah 

al Ahzab 

Saba’ 

Fatir 

Ya Sin 

al Saffat 

Sad 


al Zumar 
Ghafir or 

_ al Mu'min 
Fussilat 

al Shira 

al Zukhruf 
al Dukhdan 
al Jathiyah 
al Ahqaf 
Muhammad 
al Fath 

al Hujurat 
Oaf 

al Dhariyat 
al Tar 

al Najm 

al Qamar 

al Rahman 
al Waqi'ah 
al Hadid 

al Mujadilah 
al Hashr 

al Mwmtahina 
al Saff 

al Jumu‘ah 
al Mundfiqin 
al Taghadbun 
al Talaq 

al Tahrim 
al Mualk 

al Qalam 

al Haqqah 
al Ma‘arij 
Niih 

al Jinn 

al Muzzammil 


al Muddaththir 


al Qiyamah 
al Insa@n or 
al Dahr 


LIST OF SURAHS BY NUMBER 


1179 


1203 
1229 
1245 
1263 
1282 
1292 
1302 
1314 
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INTRODUCTION 


C. 1.—Glory to Allah Most High, full of Grace and Mercy; 
He created All, including Man. 
To Man He gave a special place in His Creation. 
He honoured man to be His Agent, 
And to that end, endued him with understanding. 
Purified his affections, and gave him spiritual insight; 
So that man should understand Nature, 
Understand himself, 
And know Allah through His wondrous Signs, 
And glorify Him in Truth, reverence, and unity. 


C. 2.—For the fulfilment of this great crust 
Man was further given a Will, 
So that his acts should reflect Allah's universal Will and Law, 
And his mind, freely choosing, 
Should experience the sublime joy 
Of being in harmony with the Infinite, 
And with the great drama of the world around him, 
And with his own spiritual growth. 


C. 3.—But, created though he was in the best of moulds, 
Man fell from Unity when his Will was warped, — 
And he chose the crooked path of Discord. 
And sorrow and pain, selfishness and degradation. 
Ignorance and hatred, despair and unbelief 
Poisoned his life, and he saw shapes of evil 
In the physical, moral, and spiritual world, 
And in himself. 


C. 4.—Then did his soul rise against himself, 
And his self-discord made discord between kith and kin: 
Men began to fear the strong and oppress the weak, 
To boast in prosperity, and curse in adversity. 
And to flee each other, pursuing phantoms, 
For the truth and reality of Unity 
Was gone from their minds. 


C. 5.—When men spread themselves over the earth, 
And became many nations, 
Speaking diverse languages, 
And observing diverse customs and laws; 
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The evils became multiplied, 

As one race or nation 

Became alienated from another. 

The Brotherhood of Man was now doubly forgotten — 
First, between individuals, and secondly, between nations. 
Arrogance, selfishness, and untruth 


Were sown and reaped in larger fields; 
And Peace, Faith, Love and Justice 

Were obscured over masses of men, 

As large tracts of land are starved 

Of sunshine by clouds floating far on high. 


C. 6.—But Allah, in His infinite mercy and love, 
Who forgives and guides individuals and nations, 
And turns to good even what’ seems to us evil, 
Never forsakes the struggling soul that turns to Him, 
Nor the groups of men and women 
Who join together to obey His Will and Law 
And strengthen each other in unity and truth, 
Nor the Nations that dwell 
In mountain or valley, heat or cold, 
In regions fertile or arid, 
In societies that roam over land or seas, 
Or hunt, or tend flocks, or till the soil, 
Or seek the seas for food or oil or fat or gems, 
Or dig out from the bowels of the earth 
Precious stones or metals or stored-up heat and energy, 
Or practise arts and crafts, or produce abundant wealth 
By machines of ingenious workmanship, 
Or live a frugal life of contemplation: 
For all are creatures of One God, 
And share His loving care 
And must be brought within the pale 
Of His eternal unity and harmony. 


C. 7.— And so this light of eternal Unity 
Has shone in all ages and among all nations, 
Through chosen Messengers of Allah, who came 
As men to dwell among men, 
To share their joys and sorrows, 
To suffer for them and with them — 
Aye, and to suffer more than falls 
To ordinary mortal lot— 
That so their message and their life 
Might fulfil the eternal 
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And unchanging purpose of the Most High — 
To lead man to his noblest destiny. 


C. 8.—Ever this eternal light of Unity, 


This mystic light of Allah's own Will, 

Has shone and shines with undiminished splendour. 

The names of many Messengers are inscribed 

In the records of many nations and many tongues, 

And many were the forms in which their message was delivered, 
According to the needs of the times and the understanding of the people; 
And manifold were the lives of the Messengers, 

And manifold also was the response of their people; 

But they all witnessed to the One Truth; 

Of Allah's unity, might, grace and love. 


C. 9.—As the records of man are imperfect, 


Cc. 10.— 


And the memory of man unstable: 

The names of many of these messengers 

Are known in one place and not in another, 

Or among one people and not among others; 

And some of their names may. have perished utterly; 
But their message stands one and indivisible, 

Even though it may have been forgotten, 

Or twisted by ignorance, error, superstition or perversity; 
Or misunderstood in the blinding light 

Of time or tortuous Circumstances. 


Many were the faiths in the composite world 

Of Western Asia, Northern Africa, and Europe, 
And many were the fragments of ancient wisdom, 
Saved, transformed, renewed, or mingled; 

And many new streams of wisdom were poured through the crucibles 
Of noble minds— prophets, poets, preachers, 
Philosophers, and thinking men of action; 

And many were the conflicts, and many 

The noble attempts reaching out towards Unity, 
And many were the subtle influences 
Interchanged with the other worlds 

Of further and Eastern Asia— 

Aye, and perchance with the scattered Isles 

Of the Pacific and the world between 

The Atlantic and the Pacific. 


C, 11.— At length came the time.when the Voice of Unity 


Should speak and declare to the People, 
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Without the need of Priests or Priest-craft, 
Without miracles save those that happen 

Now and always in the spiritual world, 

Without mystery, save those mysteries 

Which unfold themselves in the growing 

Inner experience of man and his vision of Allah— 
To declare with unfaltering voice 

The Unity of Allah, the Brotherhood of Man, 
And Grace and Mercy, Bounty and Love, 

Poured out in unstinted measure forever and ever. 


C. 12.—And this great healing light shone 
Among a people steeped in ignorance, 
Brave and free, but without cohesion or union, 
Simple and rude, but with an easy familiarity with Nature, 
Accustomed to Nature's hardships and her rugged resistance 

to man, fs. 

But dreaming of the delights of gardens and fruitful fields, 
Cruel, yet with a rough sense of equality, 
And wielding a tongue, flexible, beautiful, 
And able to respond, with brevity and eloquence, 
To the sublimest thoughts which man could conceive. 


C. 18.— Who were fit to be vehicles of this light?—. 
Not men intoxicated with words. and mysteries, 
Men whom politics had debauched or tyranny had subdued, 
Men whose refinement had ended in vices, 
Who saw Nature only through books or artificial conceits, 
Or in moods which bred softness, indolence, or luxury, 
Who spoke of love and justice, but practised 
Gross selfishness between class and class, 
Sex and sex, condition and condition; 
And had perverted their language, once ‘beautiful, 
Into jargons of empty elegance and unmeaning futility. 


C. 14.—For the glory of Hellas, and her freedom and wisdom had 
departed; 
Rome's great systems of law, organisation, and universal citizenship 
Had sunk into the mire of ecclesiastical formalism, 
And dogmatism, and exclusive arrogance; 
The living fire of Persia’s prophet scarce smouldered 
In her votaries of luxury; 3 
In India, countless castes and kingdoms 
Cancelled the unity of Buddha's teaching; 
The wounds of China had not yet been healed by T’ang culture; 
And Japan yas still a disciple of China. 
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C. 15.— Then, in the sacred city of pagan Arabia, 
Shone a light that spread in all directions. 
It was centrally placed for the bounds of the world 
Of men's habitations in Asia, Europe, and Africa, 
It made the Arabs the leading nation of culture and 
science, 
Of organised enterprise, law, and arts, 
With a zeal for the conquest of Nature and her mysteries. 


C. 16.— Behold! There was born into the world of sense 
The unlettered Prophet, the comely child, 
Noble of birth, but nobler still 
In the grace and wisdom of human love 
And human understanding; dowered with the key 
Which opened to him the enchanted palace 
Of nature; marked out to receive — 
To receive and preach in burning words 
The spiritual truth and message of the Most High. 


C. 17.— Others before him had been born 
In darkness, beyond the reach 
Of history; others again it pleased Allah 
To send as Messengers, preaching, working 
In the dim twilight of history, 
Wherein men fashion legends 
After their own hearts and dimly seek 
A light afar, remote from the lives 
Mean and sordid, such as they knew. 


C. 18.—But Muhammad came in the fullest blaze 
Of history; with no learning he put to shame 
The wisdom of the learned; with pasture folk 
He lived and worked, and won their love; in hills 
And valleys, caves and deserts, he wandered, 
But never lost his way to truth and righteousness; 
From his pure and spotless heart the Angels washed 
Off the dust that flew around him; through the ways 
Of crooked city folk, he walked upright and straight, 
And won from them the ungrudging name 
Of the Man of Faith' who never broke his word, 


C. 19.—To the Praiseworthy* indeed be praise: 
Born in the Sacred City® he destroyed 
Its superstition; loyal to his people to the core, 


1. Al Amin. 
2. Muhammad. 
3. Makkah. 
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He stood for all humanity; orphan-born 

And poor, he envied not the rich, 

And made his special care all those 

Whom the world neglected or oppressed — 

Orphans, women, slaves, and those in need 

Of food or comforts, mental solace, spiritual strength, - 
Or virtues downtrodden in the haunts of men. 


C. 20.—His mother* and his foster-mother* 
Loved and wondered at the child; 
His grandfather, ‘Abd al Muttalib, 
Of all his twice-eight children and their offspring, 
Loved him best and all his sweet and gentle ways; 
His uncle Abu Talib, loth though he was 
To give up the cult of his fathers, 
Knew well the purity of Muhammad's 
Mind and soul, and was his stoutest champion 
When the other chiefs of Makkah sought to kill 
The man who challenged in his person 
Their narrow Pagan selfish lives, 


C. 21.— To his cousin ‘Ali, the well-beloved,* 
Born when he was thirty, he appeared 
As the very pattern of a perfect man, 
As gentle as he was wise and true and strong, 
The one in whose defence and aid 
He spent his utmost strength and skill, 
Holding life cheap in support of a cause so high, 
And placing without reserve his chivalry, 
His prowess, his wit and learning, and his sword 
At the service of this mighty Messenger of Allah. 


C. 22.—Not till the age of forty’ did he receive 
The Commission to stand forth and proclaim 
The Bounty of Allah, and His gift, to lowly Man, 
Of knowledge by Word and Pen; but all through 
His years of preparation he did search 
The Truth: he sought it in Nature's forms and laws, 
Her beauty and her stern unflinching ways; 
He sought it in the inner world 
Of human lives, men’s joys and sorrows; 
Their kindly virtues and their sins 


4. Aminah. 

5. Halimah, 

6. Murtadi 

7. The Arabian year preceding 10 A.H. was roughly luni-solar: See Appendix. IX 
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Of pride, injustice, cruel wrong, 

And greed of gain; scarce checked by the inner voice 
That spoke of duty, moral law, and higher still, 

The Will Supreme of Allah, to which the will 

Of man must tune itself to find its highest bliss. 


C. 23.—But he grew steadfastly in virtue and purity; 
Untaught by men, he learnt from them, and learned 
To teach them; even as a boy of nine, 

When he went in a trade caravan with Abu Talib 
To Syria,* his tender soul marked inwardly 

How Allah did speak in the wide expanse 

Of deserts, in the stern grandeur of rocks, 

In the refreshing flow of streams, in the smiling 
Bloom of gardens, in the art and skill with which 
Men and birds and all life sought for light 

From the Life of Lives, even as every plant 

Seeks through devious ways the light of the Sun. 


C. 24.— Nor less was he grieved at Man's ingratitude 
When he rebelled and held as naught the Signs 
Of Allah, and turned His gifts to baser uses, 
Driving rarer souls to hermit life, 
Clouding the heavenly mirror of pure affections 
With selfish passions, mad unseemly wrangles, 
And hard unhallowed loathsome tortures of themselves. 


C. 25.—He worked, and joyed in honest labour; 
He traded with integrity to himself and to others; 
He joined the throngs of cities and their busy life, 
But saw its good and evil as types 
Of an inner and more lasting life hereafter; 
People gladly sought his help as umpire 
And peacemaker because they knew his soul 
Was just and righteous: he loved the society 
Of old and young, but oft withdrew to solitude 
For Prayer and inward spiritual strength; 
He despised not wealth but used it for others; 
He was happy in poverty and used it as his badge 


8. It was on such visits that he met and conversed with Nestorian Christian monks like Bahirah who 
were quick to recognise his spiritual worth. Perhaps the meeting was in Busra (s pat ) in the Jabal Druze 
district of Syria, some 70 miles south of Damascus, There was another Busra in Edom, north of Petra in 
Transjordania. Busra was famous for trade in costly red dyes, and is referred to as Bozrah in Isaiah, 65:1, 
Neither of these towns is to be confounded with the modern Basra. [The Prophet, peace be on him, went 
to Syria twice, and the incident of meeting Bahirah took place in one of these visits. (Eds.)). 
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And his pride* when wealth was within his reach 
But not within his grasp, as a man among men. 


C. 26.—At twenty-five he was united in the holy bonds 
Of wedlock with Khadijah the Great, the noble lady 
Who befriended him when he had no worldly resources, 
Trusted him when his worth was little known, 
Encouraged and understood him in his spiritual struggles, 
Believed in him when with trembling steps 
He took up the Call and withstood obloquy, 
Persecution, insults, threats, and tortures, i 
And was a life-long helpmate till she was gathered 
To the saints in his fifty-first year — 
A perfect woman, the mother of those that believe. 


C. 27.— There is a cave in the side of Mount Hira’ 
Some three miles north of the city of Makkah, 
In a valley which turns left from the road to ‘Arafat. 
To which Muhammad used to retire for peaceful contemplation: 
Often alone, but sometimes with Khadijah.°“ 
Days and nights he spent there with his Lord. 
Hard were the problems he revolved in his mind— 
Harder and more cross-grained than the red granite 
Of the rock around him— problems not his own, 
But his people's, yea, and of human destiny, 
Of the Mercy of Allah, and the age-long conflict 
Of evil and righteousness, sin and abounding Grace. 


C. 28.—Not till forty years of earthly life had passed 
That the veil was lifted from the Preserved Tablet 
And its contents began to be transferred to the tablet of his mind, 
To be proclaimed to the world, and read and studied 
For all time—a fountain of mercy and wisdom, 
A warning to the heedless, a guide to the erring, 
An assurance to those in doubt, a solace to the suffering, 
A hope to those in despair—to complete the chain 
Of Revelation through the mouths 
Of divinely inspired Prophets. 


C. 29.—The Chosen One" was in the Cave of Hira’. 
For two years and more he had prayed there and adored 
His Creator and wondered at the mystery 
Of man with his corruptible flesh, just growing 


9. Al faqru fakhris Poverty is my pride’’ 
9-A. This statement is not supported by any authentic evidence on record. {Eds.), 
10. Al Mustafa. 
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Out of a clot,“ and the soul in him 

Reaching out to knowledge sublime, new 

And ever new, taught by the bounty 

Of Allah, and leading to that which man himself 
Knoweth not. And now, behold! a dazzling 
Vision of beauty and light overpowered his senses, 
And he heard the word “Jgra’!” 


C. 30.—“Jgra’!” which being interpreted may mean 
“Read!” or “Proclaim!" or “Recite!” 
The unlettered Prophet was puzzled; | 
He could not read. The Angel seemed 
To press him to his breast in a close embrace, 
And the cry rang clear “Jgra'!” 
And so it happened three times; unul, 
The first overpowering sensation yielded 
To a collected grasp of the words which made clear 
His Mission; its Author, Allah, the Creator, 
Its subject, Man, Allah's wondrous handiwork, 
Capable, by Grace, of rising to heights sublime; 
And the instrument of that mission, the sanctified Pen, 
And the sanctified Book, the Gift of Allah, 
Which men might read, or write, or study, or treasure in their souls. 


C. 31.— The veil was lifted from the Chosen One's eyes, 
And his soul for a moment was filled with divine 
Ecstasy. ..When this passed, 

And he returned to the world of Time 

And Circumstance and this world of Sense, 
He felt like one whose eyes had seen 

A light of dazzling beauty, and felt dazed 
On his return to common sights. 

The darkness now seemed tenfold dark; 

The solitude seemed tenfold empty; 

The mount of Hira’, henceforth known 

As the Mountain of Light" the mere shell 
Of an intense memory. Was it a dream? 
Terror seized his limbs and he straightway sought 
Her who shared his inmost life, 

And told her of his sense of exaltation; 

And the awful void when the curtain closed. 


C. 32.—She understood, rejoiced, and. comforted him; 
Gave strength to his shaken senses; 


10-A. See 96:2 and n. 6205. 
ll. Jabal al Nir (The place where Prophet Muhammad received the first revelation) (R), 
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Wrapped up in warmth his shivering body, 

Unused as yet to bear the strain and stress 

Of an experience rare to mortal men. 

She knew it was no dream or delusion. 

She went and consulted her cousin Waraqah, 

A devout worshipper of Allah in the Faith of Christ, 
Learned in spiritual lore. He listened 

And with her rejoiced that he, Muhammad, 

Was Allah's Chosen One to renew the Faith. 


C. 33.—She said: ‘Blessed be thou, Chosen One! 
Do we not see thy inner life—true and pure? 
Do not all see thy outer life—kind and gentle?— 
Loyal to kin, hospitable to strangers? 
No thought of harm or mischief ever stained thy mind 
Nor word ever passed thy lips that was not true 
Or stilled not the passions of narrower men. 
Ever ready in the service of Allah, thou art he 
Of whom I bear witness: there’s no god but He, 
And thou art His Chosen Prophet’ 


C. 34.—Khadijah believed, exalted in faith 
Above all women; ‘Ali, the well-beloved, 
Then a child of ten, but lion-hearted, 
Plighted his faith, and became from that moment 
The right hand of Islam; Abt Bakr, the Sincere}* 
The True-hearted, the man of wealth and influence, 
Who used both without stint for the Cause, 
The sober counsellor, the inseparable friend, 
Never hesitated to declare his faith; 
And Zayd, the freedman of Muhammad, 
Counted his freedom as naught compared 
With the service of Muhammad and Islam. 
These were the first fruits of the mission: 
A woman, a child, a man of affairs, and a freedman, 
All banded together in the equality of Islam. 


C. 35.—The revelation had come, the mission 
And the inspiration. But what was it leading to? 
It was a miracle, but not in the sense 
Of a reversing of Nature: Al Mustafa’s vision 
Was linked with Eternity, but he was no soothsayer 
Foretelling passing events; the mysteries 


12. Sadiq or Sidd¥q, the title of AbG Bakr. 
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Of knowledge were being opened out, but his message 
Was no mere esoteric doctrine, to be grasped 

By a few in contemplation, fleeing from action; 

Nor was it the practice of single or social monasticism, 
Undisturbed by the whims or passions of life. 

He was asked to stand forth, to preach, to declare 
The One Universal God, the Gracious, the Merciful, 
And to lead men to the Right and forbid the Wrong. 


C. 36.—The wrong?—The selfish pride of birth, 
The massing of power and wealth in the hands 
Of a few, the slaughter of female infants, 
The orgies of gambling and drunkenness, 
The frauds of temples and idols and priests, 
The feuds and arrogance of tribes and races, 
The separation of Sacred and Profane, 
As if the unity of All Life and All Truth 
Did not flow from the unity of Allah, Most High. 


C. 37.— He was loyal to his family, but could he support 
Their monopoly of power?—To his tribe, 
But were the Quraysh the only creatures 
Of Allah? To the temple of Makkah, but 
Could he wink at Lat and ‘Uzza, and the other monsters, 
Whose worship killed the spiritual growth of Man?— 
To the earlier Revelations, but could he hold 
With the superstitions and falsehoods, the dogmas and creeds 
Which went against reason and nature, and the inner light 
Which was now fanned into flame by the Will of Allah? 


C. 38.—And so his very virtues and loyalties pointed 
To offence and conflict, mockery and misrepresentation, 
Hatred and persecution, threats, tortures, and exile 
For him and his, and martyrdoms, wars, revolutions, 
And the shaking of the foundations of history 
And the social order. But Islam meant 
The willing submission of his will to Allah, 
The active attainment of Peace through Conflict. 


C. 39.—And he gave that submission, not without effort, 
Even as Moses" did before him, 
And Jesus'* in the agony of the garden of Gethsemane. 





13. Qur'an 20:25-32. 
14. Matt, 26;36-42. 
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C. 40.—For three and twenty years, in patience, 
Conflict, hope, and final tiumph, 
Did this Prophet of Allah receive 
And teach the Message of the Most High. 
It came, like the fruit of the soul’s own yearning, 
To teach profound spiritual truths, 
Answer questions, appeal to men 
In their doubts and fears, help and put heart 
In them in moments of trial, and ordain 
For them laws by which they could live 
In society lives of purity, goodness and peace, 


C. 41.— These messages came as inspiration 
To Muhammad as. the need arose, 
On different occasions and in different places; 
He recited them, and they were recorded 
By the Pen: they were imprinted on his heart 
And mind, and on the memory 
Of his loving disciples: as the body 
Of sacred Scripture grew, it was arranged 
For purposes of public prayer and reading: 
This is the Book, or the Reading, or the Qur'an. 
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INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 1—AL FATIHAH 


C, 42.—First comes that beautiful Surah," 
The Opening Chapter'* of Seven Verses,’’ 
Rightly called the Essence of the Book. 
It teaches us the perfect Prayer. 
For if we can pray aright, it means 
That we have some knowledge of Allah 
And His attributes, of His relations 
To us and His creation, which includes 
Ourselves; that we glimpse the source 
From which we come, and that final goal 
Which is our spiritual destiny 
Under Allah's true judgement: then 
We offer ourselves to Allah and seek His light. 


C. 43.—Prayer is the heart of Religion and Faith 
But how shall we pray? What words shall convey 
The yearnings of our miserable ignorant hearts 
To the Knower of all? Is it worthy of Him 
Or of our spiritual nature to ask 
For vanities, or even for such physical needs 
As our daily bread? The Inspired One 
Taught us a Prayer that sums up our faith, 
Our hope, and our aspiration in things that matter, 
We think in devotion of Allah's name and His Nature; 
We praise Him for His creation and His Cherishing care; 
We call to mind the Realities, seen and unseen; 
We offer Him worship and ask His guidance; 
And we know the straight from the crooked path 
By the light of His grace that illumines the righteous. 


15. Each chapter or portion of the Qur'an is called a Sirah, which means a Degree or Step, by which 
we mount up. Sometimes whole Stirahs were revealed, and sometimes portions, which were arranged under 
the Prophet's directions. Some Stirahs are long, and some are short, but a logical thread runs through them 
all, Each verse of the Stirah is called an Ayah (plural, Ayat), which means also a sign. A verse of revelation 
is a Sign of Allah's wisdom and goodness just as much as Allah's beautiful handiwork in the material creation 
or His dealings in history are signs to us, if we would understand, Some Aydt are long, and some are short. 
The Ayah is the true unit of the Qur'an. 


16. Al Fatthah = Opening Chapter. 


17. These seven verses form a complete unit by themselves, and are recited in every prayer and on many 
other occasions. Cf 15:87. 
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Stirah 1. 
Al Fatihah (The Opening)" RAE: = GN 
1. In the name of Allah, Most ! 4 eos 74 
Gracious, Most Merciful"* ” ae Gaile ‘0: 
2. Praise be to Allah, , I a ais Sats ar T° 
Cherisher and Sustainer*® of Sah a Aa! > 
the bit Hoey os 
$. Most Gracious, Most Merciful; Now \ 0) 
4. Master of the Day of judgement... iS ol 73\ APNG fi} 


5. Thee do we worship,”! . ry I, 
And Thine aid we seek. oe Coan Asst) © 

18. By universal consent it is rightly placed at the beginning of the Qur'an, as summing up, in marvelously 
terse and comprehensive words, man’s relation to Allah in contemplation and prayer In our spintual 
contemplation the first words should be those of praise, If the praise is from our inmost being, it brings us 
into union with Allah's Will. Then our eyes see all go0d.. peace, and harmony. Evil. rebellion, and conflict 
are purged out. They do not exist for us, for our eyes are lifted up above them in praise. Then we see Allah's 
attributes better (verses 2-4), ‘This leads us to the attitude of worship and acknowledgment (verse 5). And 
finally comes prayer for guidance, and « contemplation of what guidance means (verses 6-7). 

Allah needs no praise, for He is above all praise, He no petition, for He knows our-needs better 
than we do ourselves; and His bounties are open without asking, to the righteous and the sinner alike, The 
prayer is for our own spiricual education, consolation, and confirmation. 

That is why the words in this Sirah are given 1o-us in the form in which we should utter them. When 
we reach enlightenment, they flow spontaneously from us. 





19. The Arabic words “Rahman and Rahim.” ccapedated ‘Most Gracious’ and * “Most Merciful” are both 
intensive forms referring to different aspects of Allah's attribute of Mercy. The Arabic intensive is more suited 
to express Allah's attributes than the superlative degree in English’ The latter implies a comparison with other 
beings, or with other times or places, while there is no being like unto Allah, and He is independent of Time 
and Place. Mercy may imply pity, long-suffering, patience, and forgiveness, all of which the sinner needs and 
Allah Most Merciful bestows in abundant measure. But there is a Mercy that goes before even the need arises, 
the Grace which is ever watchful, and flows from Allih Most Gracious to all His creatures, protecting them, 
preserving them, guiding them, and Jeading them 10 clearer light and higher life, For this reason the attribute 
Rahman (Most Gracious) is not applied, to any but Allah, but the attribute Rahfm (Merciful), is a general 
term, and may also be applied to Men. To make us contemplate these boundless gifts of Allah, the formula: 

“In the name of Allah Most Gracious, Most Mevciful"- is placed before every Sirah of the Qur'in (except 
the ninth), and repeated at the beginning of every act by the Muslim who dedicates his life to Allah, and 
whose hope is in His Mercy. 

Opinion is divided whether the Bismillah should be numbered as a separate verse or not. It is unanimously 
agreed that it is a part of the Qur'an. Therefore it is better to give it an independent number in the first 
Sirah. For subsequent Sirahs it is treated as an introduction or headline, and therefore not numbered 

20, The Arabic word Rabb, usually translated Lord, has also the meaning of cherishing, sustaining, bringing 
to maturity. Allah cares for all the worlds He has created (see n. 1787 and n. 4355), 

There are many worlds— astronomical and physical worlds, worlds of thought, spiritual world. and so 
on, In every.one of theny) Allah-is all-in-all: We-express only one aspect of it when we say:In Him we live, 
and move, and have.our being- The mystical division between (1) Nasu, the human world knowable by. the 
senses, (2), Malakiz, the invisible world of dorale and(3$) Laut, the divine world of Reality, requires a whole 
volume.to explain it. 

21. Oiirsonizinly isi éureéutaAllalis Jove and care, Stineeaacieiehadanen and His power and justice (as 
Ruler of the Day of Judgement), the immediate result is that we bend in the act of worship, and see both 
our shortcomings and His all-sufficient power. The emphatic form means that not only do we reach the position 
of worshipping Allah and asking for His help, but we worship Him alone and ask for His aid only. For there 
is none other than He worthy of our devotion and able to help us. Then plaral “we indicates that we associate 
ourselves with all who seek Allah, thus bidet ourselves and strengthening them in a fellowship of faith 
(see n_.586), 


Stirah |: Al Fatihah 15 AA ope oN 
6. Show” us the straight way, I, iL “Ji G rr aD 


7. The way of those on whom <7 
Thou hast bestowed Thy Grace, Senge cued ois Ls 0) 
Those whose (portion) we a aide 
Is not wrath,** in II Ys ee wad 


And who go not astray.** 7 
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22. If we translate by the English word “guide.” we shall have to say: “Guide us to and in the straight 
Way.” For we may be wandering aimlessly, and the first step is to find the Way; and the second need is to 
keep in the Way: Our own wisdom may fail in either case. The straight Way is often the narrow Way, or the 
steep Way, which many people shun (90:11). By the world’s perversity the straight Way is sometimes stigmatized 
and the crooked Way praised. How are we to judge? We must ask for Allah's guidance. With a little spiritual 
insight we shall see which are the people who walk in the light of Allah's grace, and which are those that 
walk in the darkness of Wrath. This also would help our judgement. 


23. Note that the words relating to Grace are connected actively with Allah; those relating to Wrath are 
impersonal, In the one case Allah's Mercy encompasses us beyond our deserts. In the other case our own actions 
are responsible for the Wrath—the negative of Grace, Peace, or Harmony. 


24. Are there two categories?— those who are in the darkness of Wrath and those who stray? The first 
are those who deliberately break Allah's law: the second those who stray out of carelessness or negligence. 
Both are responsible for their own acts or omissions. In opposition co both are the people who are in the light 
of Allah's Grace: for His Grace no only protects them from active wrong,(if they will only submit their will 
to Him) but also from straying into paths of temptation or carelessness. The negative ghayr should be construed 
as applying not to the way, but as describing men protected from two dangers by Allah's Grace. 
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INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 2—AL BAQARAH 


As the Opening Sirah sums up in seven beautiful verses the essence of the Qur'an, so this 
Sirah sums up in 286 verses the whole teaching of the Qur’an. It is a closely reasoned argument. 


Summary — It begins (verses 1-29) by classifying men into three broad categories, depending 
on how they receive Allah's message. 

This leads to the story of the creation of man, the high destiny intended for him, his fall, 
and the hope held out to him (2:30-59). 

Israel's story is then told according to their own records and traditions—what privileges 
they received and how they abused them (2:40-86), thus illustrating again as by a parable the 
general story of man. 

In particular, reference is made to Moses and Jesus and their struggles with an unruly people: 
how people of the Book played false their own lights and in their pride rejected Muhammad, 
who came in the true line of Prophets (2;87-121). (R). 

They falsely laid claim to the virtues of Father Abraham: he was indeed a righteous Imim, 
but he was the progenitor of IsmWTl's line (Arabs) as well as of Israel's line, and he with Ismail! 
built the Ka’bah (the House of Allah in Makkah) and purified it, thus establishing a common 
religion, of which Islam is the universal exponent (2:122-141). (R). 

The Ka’bah was now to be the center of universal worship and the symbol of Islamic unity 
(2;142-167). 

The Islamic Ummah (brotherhood) having thus been established with its definite centre 
and symbol, ordinances are laid down for the social life of the community, with the proviso (2:177) 
that righteousness does not consist in formalities, but in faith, kindness, prayer, charity, probity, 
and patience under suffering. The ordinances relate to food and drink, bequests, fasts, jihad, 
wine and gambling, treatment of orphans and women, etc. (2:168-242). 

Lest the subject of jihad should be misunderstood, it is taken up again in the story of Saul, 
Goliath and David, in contrast to the story of Jesus (2:245-253). 

And so the lesson is enforced that true virtue lies in practical deeds of manliness, kindness, 
and good faith (2:254-285), and Allah's nature®** is called to mind in the sublime Ayat al Kurs, 
the Verse of the Throne (2:255). 

The Stirah ends with an exhortation to Faith, Obedience, a sense of Personal Responsibility, 
and Prayer (2:284-286). 

This is the longest Sirah of the Qur'an, and in it occurs the longest verse (2:282). The 
name of the Sirah is from the Parable of the Heifer in 2:67-71, which illustrates the insufficiency 
of carping obedience. When faith is lost, people put off obedience with various excuses: even when 
at last they obcy in the letter, they fail in the spirit, which means that they get fossilised, and 
their self-sufficiency prevents them from seeing that spiritually they are not alive but dead. For 
life is movement, activity, striving, fighting against baser things. And this is the burden of the Sirah. 


This is in the main an carly MadYnah. 


C, 44.—The Message of Allah, is a guide that is sure 
(2:1-29.) To those who seek His light. But those 
Who reject faith are blind: their hearts 
Are sealed. Woe to the hypocrites, 
Self-deceived and deceiving others, 
With mockery on their lips, and mischief 
In their hearts, and fear; the clouds 
That bring fertilizing rain to others, 
To them bring but deafening thunder-peals 
And lightning flashes blinding to their eyes. 





24-A. By the expression “Allah's nature” the author means Allah's attributes. (Eds. }. 
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Siirah 2. 
Al Bagarah (The Heifer) iE) aN 
In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, eyes ea ee 
Most Merciful. eS Ps a7 
1. Att Lam Mim.* rio: 
fe he 
2. This is the Book; eitindle s ces 
In it is guidance sure, without 3 IS) {cp 
doubt, ose ee xs 
To those who fear Allah: nail) San 
3. Who believe in the Unseen, <5 HRT @ ef aye“ feak Ka Atric. 
Are steadfast in prayer, spa ‘ose “2 rere ea 
And spend out of what We - Sd Sobcter en - 
Have provided for them;*’ Usne~ rete, 
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25. These are abbreviated letters, the Mugatta ‘at, on which a general discussion will be found in Appendix 
I (at the end of this Surah). 


The particular letters, Alf, Lam, Mim, are found prefixed to this Sirah, and Sirahs $, 29, 30, 31 and 
$2 (six in all), In 2 and $ the argument is about the rise and fall of nations, their past, and their fucure in 
history, with ordinances for the new universal people of Islam. In 29 a similar argument about nations leads 
off to the mystery of Life and Death, Failure and Triumph, Past and Future, in the history of individual souls. 
The burden of $0 is that Allah is the source of all things and all things return to Him. In $1 and 32 the 
same lesson is enforced: Allah is the Creator and He will be the Judge on the Last Day. There is therefore 
a common thread, the mystery of Life and Death, Beginning and End. 


Much has been written about the meaning of these letters, but most of it is pure conjecture. Some 
commentators are content to recognize them as some mystic symbols of which it is unprofitable to discuss the 
meaning by more verbal logic. (R). 


26. Taqwa, and the verbs and nouns connected with the root, signify; (1) the fear of Allah, which, according 
to the writer of Proverbs 1:7 in the Old Testament, is the beginning of Wisdom; (2) restraint, or guarding 
one’s tongue, hand, and heart from evil; ($) hence righteousness, piety, good conduct, All these ideas are implied: 
in the translation, only one or other of these ideas can be indicated, according to the context, See also 47:17; 
and 74:56, n, 5808. 


27, All bounties proceed from Allah. They may be physical gifts, ¢.g. food, clothing, houses, gardens, 
wealth, etc. or intangible gifts, ¢.g , influence, power, birth and the opportunities flowing from it, health, 
talents, etc. or spiritual gifts, ¢ g., insight into good and evil, understanding of men, the capacity for love, 
etc. We are to use all in humility and moderation. But we are also to give out of every one of them something 
that contributes to the well-being of others. We are to be neither ascetics nor luxurious sybarites, neither selfish 


misers nor thoughtless prodigals. 


28. Righteousness comes from a secure faith, from sincere devotion to Allah, and from unselfish service to Man. 
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29. Prosperity must be taken as referring to all the kinds of bounty which we discussed in the note to 
2:5 above. The right use of one kind leads to an increase in that and other kinds, and that is prosperity. 


$0. Kafara, kufr, kafir, and derivative forms of the word, imply a deliberate rejection of Faith as opposed 
to a mistaken idea of Allah or faith, which is not inconsistent with an earnest desire to see the truth. Where 
there is such desire, the Grace and Mercy of Allah gives guidance. But that guidance is not efficacious when 
it is deliberately rejected, and the possibility of rejection follows from the grant of free will. The consequence 
of the rejection is that che spiritual faculties become dead or impervious to better influences, See also 0.95, 
n.$557, and n.3644. 


$1. All actions are referred to Allah. Therefore when we get the penalty of our deliberate sin, and our 
senses become impervious to good, the penalty {s referred to the justice of Allah (Cf 0.1460). 2146, and n.3577) 


32. The penalty here is the opposite of the prosperity referred to in 2:5. As we go down the path of sin, 
our penalty gathers momentum, just as goodness brings its own capacity for greater goodness. 


35. We now come to a third class of people, the hypocrites, They are untrue to themselves, and therefore 
their hearts are diseased (2:10). The disease tends to spread, like all evil. They are curable but if they harden 
their hearts, <hey soon pass into the category of those who deliberately reject light. 
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34. The insinceré man who thinks he can get the best of both worlds by compromising with good and 
evil only increases the disease of his heart, because he is not true to himself. Even the good which comes to 
him he can pervert to evil. So the rain which fills out the ear of corn or lends fragrance to the rose also lends 
strength to the thorn or adds strength to the poison of the deadly nightshade. (C/. 9:125 and n.1376). 

35. Much mischief is caused (sometimes unwittingly) by people who think that they have a mission of 
peace, when they have not even a crue perception of right and wrong. By their blind arrogance they depress 
the good and encourage the evil. 

36. This is another phase of the hypocrite and the cynic, Faith,” he says, “is good enough to fools.” Bur 
his cynicism may be the greatest folly in the eyes of Allah. 





37. A deeper phase of insincerity is actual duplicity. But it never pays in the end. If we compare such 
a man to a trader, he loses in the bargain. 
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38. The man wanted light; he only kindled a fire. It produced a blaze, and won the applause of all around 
But it did not Last long. When the flame went out as was inevitable, the darkness was worse than before. And 
they all lost their way, So hypocrisy, deception, arrogant compromise with evil, cynicism, or duplicity may 
win temporary applause. But the truc light of faith and sincerity is wanting, and therefore it must mislead 
and ruin all concerned. In the consternation they cannot speak or hear each other, and of course they cannot 
see, so they end like the deliberate rejecters of Faith (2:7), wildly groping about, dumb, deaf and blind, (C/ 
n. 1153). 


39. A wonderfully graphic and powerful simile applying to those who reject Faith. In their self-sufficiency 
they are undisturbed normally. But what happens when a great storm breaks over them? They cover their 
ears against thunder-claps, and the lightning nearly blinds them. They are in mortal fear, but Allah encompasses 
them around — even them. for He at all times encompasses all. He gives chem rope. In the intervals of deafening 
noise and blinding flashes, there are moments of steady light, and these creatures take advantage of them, 
but again they are plunged into darkness. Perhaps they curse; perhaps they think that the few moments of 
effective light are due to their own intelligence! How much wiser would they be if they humbled themselves 
and sought the light of Allah! 
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And sent down rain from the 
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Fruits for your sustenance; 
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40. For Taqgw@ see 2:2, n. 26. I connect this dependent clause with “adore, etc” above, though it could 
be connected with “created.” According to my construction the argument will be as follows. Adoration is the 
act of the highest and humblest reverence and worship. When you get into that relationship with Allah, Who 
is your Creator and Guardian, your faith produces works of righteousness. It is a chance given you: will you 
exercise your free will and take it? If you do, your whole nature will be transformed. 


41, Further proofs of Allah's goodness to you are given in this verse, Your whole life, physical and spirirual, 
depends upon Him. The spiritual is figured by the Canopy of Heaven, The truth has been brought plainly 
before you. Will you still resist it and go after false gods, the creation of your own fancy? The false gods may 
be idols, superstitions, self, or even great or glorious things like Poetry, Art, or Science, when set up as rivals 
to Allah. They may be pride of race, pride of birth, pride of wealth or position, pride of power, pride of 
learning, or even spiritual pride. 


42. How do we know that there is revelation, and that it ts from Allah? Here is a concrete test. The Teacher 
of Allah's Truth has placed before you many Siirahs. Can you produce one like it? If there is any one besides 
Allah, who can inspire spiritual truth in such noble language, produce your evidence. Or is it that your doubts 
are merely argumentative, refractory, against your own inner light, or conscience? All true revelation is itself 
a miracle, and stands on its own merits. (Cf 10:38; 11:15). 
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43. According to commentator the “Stones” mentioned in this verse refer to the idols which the polytheists 
worshipped. Thus, far from coming to the aid of their worshippers, the false gods would be a means of aggravating 
their torment, [Eds]. 


44. What can be more delightful than a Garden where you observe from a picturesque height a beautiful 
lafidscape round you —rivers flowing with crystal water, and fruit trees of which the choicest fruit is before 
you. The fruit of goodness is goodness, similar, but choicer in every degree of ascent. You think it is the same, 
but it is because of your past experiences and associations of memory. (R). (Cf 4:57). 


45. The word for “the lowest” in the original Arabic means a gnat, a byword in the Arabic language 
for che weakest of creatures. In 29:41, which was revealed before this Sirah, the similitude of the Spider was 
used. and similarly in 22°78, there is the similicude of the fly. For similitudes taken from magnificent forces 
of nature, expressed in exalted language, see 2:19 above. To Allah all His creation has some special meaning 
appropriate to iuelf, and some.of what we consider the lowest creatures have wonderful aptitudes, ¢g., the 
spider or the fly, Parables like these may be an occasion of stumbling to those “who forsake the path’; in 
other words chose who deliberately shut their cyes to Allah's Signs, and their Penalty is attributed to Allah, 
the Cause of all causes. But lest there should be misunderstanding, it s immediately added that the stumbling 
and offence only occur as the result of the sinner's own choice of the wrong course. Verses 26 and 27 form 
one sentence and should be read together. “Forsaking the path” is defined in 2:27; vez, breaking solemn covenants 
which the sinners own soul had ratified, causing division among mankind, who were meant to be one 
brotherhood, and doing as much mischief as possible in the life on this earth, for the life beyond will be on 
another plane, where no rope will be given to evil. 

The mention of the Covenant (2:27) has a particular and a general signification. The particular one has 
reference to the Jewish tradition that a Covenant was entered into with “Father Abraham” that in return for 
Allah's favours the seed of Abraham would serve Allah faithfully. But as a matter of fact a great part of Abraham's 
progeny were in constant spiritual rebellion against Allah, as is testified by their own Prophets and Preachers 
and by Muhammad Mustafa. The general signification is that a similar Covenant is entered into by every 
creature of Allah: for Allah's loving care, we at least owe Him the fullest gratitude and willing obedience. 
The Simner. before he darkens his own conscience, knows this, and yet he not only “forsakes the path’ but 
resista the Grace of Allah which comes to save him. That is why his case becomes hopeless. But the loss is 
his own, He cannot spoil Allah's design. The good man is glad to retrace his steps from any lapses of which 
he may have been guilty, and in his case Allah's Message reclaims him with complete understanding. (R), 
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46. In the preceding verses Allah has used various arguments: He has recalled His goodness (2:21-22); 
resolved doubts (2:23); plainly set forth the penalty of wrongdoing (2°24); given glad tidings (2:25); shown 
how misunderstandings arise from’ a deliberate rejection of the light and breach of the Covenant (2:26-27), 
Now (2:28-29) He pleads with His creatures and appeals to their own subjective feelings. He brought you into 
being. The mysteries of life and death are in His hands, When you die on this earth, that is not the end, 
You were of Him.and you must return to Him; (C/ 1.4387 and n.4$71). Look around you and realize your 


own dignity; itis from Him, The immeasurable depths of space above and around you may stagger you. They 
are part of His plan, What you have imagined as the seven firmaments(and any other scheme you may construct) 
bears witness to His design of order and perfection, for His knowledge (unlike yours) is all-comprehending. 
And yet will you deliberately reject or obscure or deaden the faculty of Faith which has been put into you? 
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47. It would seem that the angels, though holy and pure, and endued with power from Allah, yet represented 
only one side of Creation, We may imagine them without passion or emotion, of which the highest flower 
is love. If man was to be endued with emotions, those emotions could lead him to the highest and drag him 
to the lowest. The power of will or choosing would have to go with them, in order that man might steer his 
own bark, This-power of will (when used aright) gave him to some extent a mastery over his own: fortunes 
and over nature, thus bringing him nearer to the God-like nature, which has supreme mastery and will. (C/. 
n.5781)..We may suppose the angels had no independent wills of their own: their perfection in other ways 
reflected Allah’s perfection but could not raise them to the dignity of vicegerency. The perfect vicegerent is 
he who has the power of initiative himself, but whose independent action always reflects perfectly the will 
of his Principal. The distinction is expressed by Shakespeare (Sonnet 94) in those fine lines; “They are the 
lords and owners of their faces. Others but stewards of their excellence.” The angels in their one-sidedness 
saw only the mischief consequent on the misuse of the emotional nature by man: perhaps they also. being 
without emotions, did not understand the whole of Allah's nature, which gives and asks for love. In humility 
and true devotion to Allah, they remonstrate: we must not imagine the least tinge of jealousy, as they are 
without emotion. This mystery of love being above them, they are cold that they do not know, and they 
acknowledge (in 2:32 below) not their fault (for there is no question of fault) but their imperfection of knowledge 
At the same time, the matter is.brought home to them when the actual capacities of man are shown to them 
(2:31.33). 


48. “The names of things:" according to commentators means the inner nature and qualities of things, 
and things here would include feelings. The particular qualities or feelings which were outside the nature 
of angels were put by Allah into the nature of man. Man was thus able to love and understand love, and 
thus plan and initiate; as becomes the office of vicegerent. The angels acknowledged this. These things they 
could only know from the outside, but they had faith, or belief in the Unseen. And they knew that Allah 
saw all-—what others see, what others do not see, what others may even wish to conceal,-Man has many qualities 
which are latent or which he may wish to suppress or conceal, to his own detriment. (R). 
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49. The Arabic may also be translated: “They bowed down, except Iblis." In that case Iblis (Satan) would 
be one of the angels: But the theory of fallen angels is not accepted in Muslim theology. In 18:50, Iblis is 
spoken of as a Jinn) We shall discuss later the meaning of this word. (R). (Cf n.2392, n.2393, and n.929), 


50. Was the Garden of Eden a place on this earth? Obviously not, For, in verse $6 below, it was after 
the Fall that the sentence was pronounced: “On earth will be your dwelling-place” Before the Fall, we must 
suppose Man to be on another plane altogether — of felicity, innocence, trust, a spiritual existence, with the 
negation of enmity, want of faith, and all evil. (R), 


51, Zulm in Arabic implies harm, wrong, injustice. or transgression, and may have reference to oneself; 
when the wrong is done to others it implies tyranny and oppression; the idea of wrong naturally connects 
itself with darkness, which is another shade 6f meaning carried with the root word. 


52. The word Iblis in the verse 54 above is derived from the root idea of desperateness or rebellion whereas 
"Satan" conveys the idea of perversity or enmity. Note the appropriateness of the term on each occasion. Also; 
“slipping” from the Garden denotes the idea of Evil gradually tempting man from a higher to a lower state. 
(R). (Cf 7:20). 
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C. 46. — Amongst men what nation had higher chances 
(2:40-86.) In the realm of the Spirit than the Children of Israel? 
But again and again did they fail in the Spirit. 


53. Allah's decree is the result of man’s action. Note the transition in Arabic from the singular number 
in 2:33, tothe dual in 2:35, and the plural here, which I have indicated in English by “All ye people.” Evidently 
Adam is the type of all mankind, and the sexes go together in all spiritual matters. Moreover, the expulsion 


applied to Adam, Eve, and Satan, and the Arabic plural is appropriate for any number greater than two. 
(Cf n.3983). 


54. Man's sojourn in this lower state, where he is partly an animal of this earth, is for a time, But he 
must fulfill his lower duties also, for they too are a part of his spiritual training. (Cf n.1007). 


55. As.“names" in verse 31 above is used for the “nature of things’, so “words here mean “inspiration, 
“spiritual knowledge.” The Arabic word used for “Iearn’’ here implies some effort on his part, to which Allah's 
Grace responded. 

The Arabic word for “Repentance” (tawbah) means “turning,” and the intensive word (taww@d) for Allah's 
forgiveness ("Oft-Returning” or “Ever-Returning”) is from the same root. For repentance, three things are 
necessary: the sinner must acknowledge his wrong; he must give it up; and he must resolve to eschew it for 
the future. Man's nature is weak, and he may have to return again and again for mercy. So long as he does 
it sincerely, Allah is Oft-Returning, Most Merciful. For His grace helps out the sinnet’s shortcomings. 


56. Note the transition from the plural "We" at the beginning of the verse to the singular "Me" later 
in the same verse, Allah speaks of Himself usually in the first person plural ‘We’; it is the plural of respect 
and honour and is used in human language in Royal proclamations and decrees. But where a special personal 
relationship is expressed the singular, “I" or “Me” is used Cf, 26:52, etc. 

In spite of Man’s-fall, and in consequence of it, assurance of guidance is given. In case man follows the 
guidance he is free from. any fear for the present or the future, and any grief or sorrow for the past. The 
soul thus freed grows nearer to Allah (cf. n.4788). 


57. As their rejection of faith was deliberate and definite, so the consequences must be of an abiding 
character. (R). 
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58. The appeal is made to Israel subjectively in terms of their own tradition. You claim to be a favoured 
nation: have you forgotten My favours? You claim a special Covenant with Me: I have fulfilled My part of 
the Covenant by bringing you out of the land of bondage and giving you Canaan, the land “flowing with 
milk and honey”: how have you fulfilled your part of the Covenant? Do you fear for your national existence? 
If you fear Me, nothing else will matter. 


59. You received revelations before: now comes one confirming it: its first appeal should be to you—are 
you to be the first to reject it? And reject it for what? Allah's Signs are worth more than all your paltry 
considerations. And the standard of duty and righteousness is to be taken from Allah, and not from priests 
and customs. 


60. The argument is still primarily addressed to the Jews, but is of universal application, as in all the 
teachings of the Qur'an. The chief feature of Jewish worship was and is the bowing of the head. 
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61. The Arabic word Sadr implies many shades of meaning; which ut is impossible to comprehend in 
one English word. It implies (1) patience in the sense of being thorough, not hasty; (2) patient perseverance, 
constancy, steadfastness, firmness of purpose; (3) systematic as opposed to spasmodic or chance action; (4) 
a cheerful attitude of resignation and understanding in sorrow, defeat, or suffering, as opposed to murmuring 
or rebellion, but saved from mere passivity or listlessness, by the element of constancy or steadfastness. (Cf, 
2:155-154 and nn. 157-158). 


62. These words are recapitulated from, 2:40, which introduced a general account of Allah's favours to 
Israel; now we are introduced to a particular account of incidents in Israel's history. Each incident is introduced 
by the Arabic words /dh, which is indicated in the translation by “Remember” 


63. Before passing to particular incidents, the conclusion is stated. Be on your guard: do/nor think that 
special favours exempt you from the personal responsibility of each soul. (Cf 2:125 and 2:254) 
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64. The bondage of Egypt was indeed a tremendous trial, Even the Egyptians’ wish to spare the lives 
of Israel's females when the males were slaughtered, added to the bitterness of Israel. Their hatred was cruel, 
but their “love” was still more cruel. (Cf 14:6). About the hard tasks, see Exod) 1:14: “They made their lives 
bitter with hard bondage. in mortar and in brick, and in all manner of service in the field: all their service, 
wherein they made them serve, was with rigour” Pharaoh's taskmasters gave no straw, yet ordered the Israclites 
to make bricks without,straw; Exod. .5:5-19. Pharaoh's decree was. “Every son that is born ye shall cast into 
the river, and every daughter ye shall save alive”: Exod. 1:22. It was in consequence of this decree that Moses 
was hidden three months after he was born, and when he could be hidden no longer, he was put into an ark 
of bulrushes and cast into the Nile, where he was found by Pharaoh's daughter and wife (28:9), and adopted 
into the family: Exod. 2:2-10, (Cf 20:37:40), Thus Moses was brought up by the enemies of his people. He 
was chosen by Allah to deliver his people, and Allah's wisdom made the learning and experience and even 
cruelties of the Egyptian enemies themselves to contribute to the salvation of his people 


65. When the Israelites at last escaped from Egypt, they were pursued by Pharaoh and his host. By a 
miracle the Israelites crossed the Red Sea, but the host of Pharaoh was drowned: Exod. 14:5-31. (Cf. n. 1094). 


66. This was after the Ten Commandments and the Laws and Ordinances had been given on Mount Sinai. 
Moses was asked up into the Mount, and he was there forty days and forty nights; Exod. 24:18. (Cf n.1112). 
But the people got impatient of the delay, made a calf of melted gold, and offered worship and sacrifice to 
it: Exod, $2.1-8. 


67. Moses prayed for his people, and Allah forgave them. This is the language of the Qur'in. The Old 
Testament version is rougher: “The Lord repented of the evil which He thought to do unto His people”; Exod. 
$2:14. The Muslim position has always been that the Jewish (and Christian) scriptures as they stand cannot 
be traced direct to Moses or Jesus, but are later compilations. Modern scholarship and Higher Criticism has 
left no doubt on the subject. But the stories in these traditional books may be used in an appeal to those 
who use them: only they should be spiritualized, as they are here, and especially in 2:54 below, 


68. (Cf B:29) Allah's revelation, the expression of Allah's Will, is the true standard of right and wrong, It may 
be in a Book or in Allah's dealings in history. All these may be called His Signs or Miracles. In this passage 
some commentators take the Scripture and the Criterion (Furgan) to be identical. Others take them to be 
two distinct things; Scripture being the written Book and the Criterion being other Signs. I agree with the 
latter view. The word Furgan also occurs in 21:48 in connection with Moses and Aaron and inthe first verse 
of Sara 25, as well as in its title, in connection with Muhammad. As Aaron received no Book, Furqin must 
mean the other Signs. Al Mustafa had both the Book and the other Signs: perhaps here too we take the other 
Signs as supplementing the Book. C/, Wordsworth’s “Arbiter undisturbed of right and wrong” (Prelude. Book 4). 
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69. Moses’s speech may be construed literally, as translated, in which case it reproduces Exod. $2:27-28 
but in a much softened form, for the Old Testament says: “Go in and out from gate to gate throughout the 
camp, and slay every man his brother, and every man his companion, and every man his neighbour. . and 
there fell of the people that day 3,000 men.” (R). 

The word here translated Maker (Barz’) has also in it a touch of the root-meaning of “liberator —an apt 
word as referring to the Israelites, who had just been liberated from bondage in Egypt. 





70. We have hitherto had instances from the Jewish traditional Tawr@A (or Pentateuch), Now we have 
some instances from Jewish tradition in the Talmud, or body of exposition in the Jewish theological schools, 
They are based on the Jewish scriptures, but add many marvellous details and homilies, As to seeing Allah, 
we have in Exod. 33:20; “And He said, ‘Thou canst nor see My face: for there shall no man see Me and live.’ 
The punishment for insisting on seeing Allah was therefore death: but those who rejected faith were forgiven, 
and yet they were ungrateful. (Cf. nn, 1121-1122, n.3078), 
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71. Manna=Hebrew, Man hu: Arabic Ma huwa? = Whar is it? In Exod. 16:14 it is described at “a small 
round thing, as small as the hoar frost on the ground”. (Cf 7:160)_ It usually rotted if left over till next day; 
it melted in the hot sun; the amount necessary for cach man was about an Omer, a Hebrew measure of capacity 
equal to abour 24% quarts. This is the Hebrew account, probably distorted by traditional exaggeration. The 
actual Manna found to.this day in the Sinai region is a gummy saccharine secretion found on a species of 
Tamarisk. It-is produced by the puncture of a species of insect like the cochineal, just.as lac is produced by 
the puncture of the lac insect.on certain trees in India. As to quails, large flights of them are driven by winds 
in the Eastern Mediterranean in certain seasons of the year, as was witnessed during the Great War of 1914-1918. 
(Cf m.2602). (R). 





72. This probably refers to Shittimn. It was the “town of acacias,” just east of the Jordan, where the Istaclites 
were guilty of debauchery and the worship of and sacrifices to false gods (Num. 25-1-2, also 8-9): a terrible 
punishment ensued, including the plague, of which 24,000 died. The word which the transgressors changed 
may have been a password. In the Arabic text it is Hatatun which implies humility and a prayer of forgiveness, 
a fitting emblem to distinguish them from their enemies, From this particular incident a more general lesson 
may be drawn; in the hour of triumph we are to behave humbly as in Allah's sight, and our conduct should 
be exemplary according to Allah's word: otherwise our arrogance will draw its own punishment. 

These verses 58-59, may be compared with 7:161-462. There are two verbal differences. Here (2:58) we 
have “enter the town” and in 7:16] we have “dwell in this town.” Again in 2:59 here we have “infringed (Our 
command).” and in 7:162, we have “transgressed” The verbal differences make no difference to the sense. 
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73, Here we havea reference to the tribal organization of the Jews, which played a great part in their 
forty-years’ march through,the Arabian deserts (Num. | and 2) and their subsequent settlement in the land 
of Canaan (Josh. 13 and 14), The twelve tribes were derived from the sons of Jacob; whose name was changed 
to Israel (soldier of Allah) after he had wrestled, says Jewish tradition, with Allah (Genesis $2:28). Israel had 
twelve sons (Gen. 35:22-26), including Levi and Joseph. The descendants of these twelve sons were the “Children 
of Israel.” Levi's family got thé priesthood and the care of the Tabernacle’ they were exempted from military 
duties, for which the census was taken (Num, 1:47-55), and therefore from the distribution of Land in Canaan 
(Josh. 14:3); they were distributed among all the Tribes, and were really a privileged caste and not numbered 
among the Tribes; Moses and Aaron belonged to the house of Levi. On the other hand Joseph, on account 
of the high position to which he rose in Egypt as the Pharaoh's minister, was the progenitor of two tribes, 
one in the name of each of his two sons Ephraim and Manasseh, Thus there were twelve Tribes in all, as 
Levi was cut out and Joseph represented two tribes. Their having fixed stations and watering places in camp 
and fixed territorial areas later in the Promised Land prevented confusion and mutual jealousies and is pointed 
to as an evidence of the Providence of Allah acting through His Prophet Moses. Cf, also 7:160. 

The gushing of twelve springs from a rock evidently refers to a local tradition well known to Jews and 
Arabs in ‘Al Mustafa’s time Near Horeb close to Mount Sinai, where the Law was given to Moses, is a huge 
masé of red granite, twelve feet high and about fifty feet in circumference, where European travellers (e.g . 
Breydenbach in the 15th Century after Christ saw abundant springs of water twelve in number (see Sale’s notes 
on this passage). It existed in Al Mustafa’s time and may still exist to the present day, for anything we know 
to the contrary. The Jewish tradition would be based on Exod. 17:6: “Thou shalt smite the rock, and there 
shall come water out of it that the people may drink.” 

The story is used as a parable, as is clear from the latter part of the vetse. In the desolation and among 
the rocks of this life people grumble. Burt they will not be left starving or thirsty of spiritual life, Allah's Messenger 
can provide abundant spiritual sustenance even from such unpromising things as the hard rocks of life. And 
all the nations can be grouped round it, each different, yet each in perfect order and discipline. We are to 
use with graticude all spiricual food and drink provided by Allah, and He sometimes provides from unexpected 
places. We must restrain ourselves from mischief, pride, and every kind of evil, for our higher life is based 
on our probation on this very earth. 

74, The declension of the word Misr in the Arabic text here shows that it is treated as a common noun 
meaning any town, but this is not conclusive, and the reference may be to the Egypt of Pharaoh. The Tanwin 
expressing indefiniteness may mean “any Egypt’. 1.¢., any country as fertile as Egypt. There jis here a subtle 
reminiscence as well as a severe reproach, The rebellious children of Israe! murmured at the sameness of the 
food they got in the desert. They were evidently hankering after the delicacies of the Egypt which they had 
left, although they should have known that the only thing certain for them in Egypt was their bondage and 
harsh treatment. Moses's reproach to them was twofold: (1) Such variety of foods you can get in any town: 
would you, for their sake, sell your freedom? Is not freedom better than delicate food? (2) In front of the 
nich Promised Land, which you are reluctant to march to; behind is Egypt, the land of bondage. Which is 
better? Would you exchange the better for the wore? 
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75, From here the argument becomes more general. They got the Promised Landy Bur they continued 
to rebel against Allah. And their humiliation and misery became a national disaster, They were carried in 
captivity to Assyria. They were restored under the Persians, but still remained under the Persian yoke, and 
they were under the yoke of the Greeks, the Romans, and Arabs, They were scattered all over the earth, and 
have ‘been a wandering people ever since, because they rejected faith, slew Allah's preeaserigers, and went on 
transgressing. ~ 

The slaying of the Prophets begins with the murder of Abel, who was in the ancestry of Israel. The elder 
sons of Jacob attempted the murder of Joseph when they dropped. him into the well, and if he was afterwards 
rescued by strangers, their blood-guilt. was none the less. In later history they attempted to slay Jesus, in as 
much as they got the Raman Governor to crucify one in his likeness, and they attempted to take the life of Mustafa. 

But the moral goes wider than the Children of Israel. It applies to all nations and all individuals. If they 
are stiffenecked, if they set a greater value on perishable goods than on freedom and eternal salvation, if they 
break the law of Allah and resist His grace, their portion must be humiliation and misery in the spiritual 
world and probably even on this carth if a long view is taken. 
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76. Latest researches have revealed @ small remnant of a religious community numbering abour 2,000 
souls in Lower Iraq, near Basra. In Arabic they are called Subdi (plural Subba). Whey are also called Sabians 
and Nasoraeans, or Mandaeans, or Christians of St. John: They claim to be Gnostics»or Knowers of the Great 
Life. They dress in white; and believe in frequent immersions in water. Their Book Ginza is in a dialect of 
Aramaic. They have theories of Darkness and Light-asin Zoroastrianism: They use the name Yardan (Jordan) 
for any river. They live in peace and harmony among their Muslim neighbours. They resemble the Sabi'tin 
mentioned in the Qur'an, but are not probably identical with them. 

The pseudo-Sabians of Harran, who attracted the attention of Khalifah Ma mun al Rashid in 830 A.C. 
by their long hair and peculiar dress probably adopted the name as jt was mentioned in the Qur'an, in order 
to claim the privileges of the People of the Book. They were Syrian Star-worshippers with Hellenistic tendencies, 
like the Jews contemporary with Jesus. 

There was another people called the Sabaens, who played an important part in the historyof early Arabia, 
and are known through their inscriptions in an alphabet allied to the Phoenician and Babylonian. They had 
a flourishing kingdom in the Yemen tract in South Arabia about 800-700 B.C., though their origin may have 
been in North Arabia, They worshipped the planets and stars (Moon, Sun, Venus), Probably the Queen of 
Sheba is connected with them, They succumbed to Abyssinia about $50 A.C. and to Persia about 579 A.C. 
Their capital was near San'a. They had beautiful sone buildings, in which the pointed arch is noticeable. 
Cf 5:69 and n. 779, (See E:B. on Sabacans.) (R), 
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77. Cf 2-38, where the same phrase occurs. And lit recurs again and again afterwards. The point of the 
verse is that Islam does not teach an exclusive doctrine, and is not meant exclusively for one people. The Jews 
claimed this for themselves, and the Christians in their origin were a sect of the Jews. Even the modern organized 
Christian churches, though they have been, consciously or unconsciously, influenced by the Time Spirit, including 
the historical fact of Islam, yet cling to the idea of Vicarious Atonement, which means that all who do not 
believe in it or who lived previously to the death of Christ are at a disadvantage spiritually before the Throne 
of Allah. The attitude of Islam is entirely different. Islam existed before the preaching of Muhammad on 
this earth: the Qur'an expressly calls Abraham a Muslim (5:67). [ts ceaching (submission to Allah's will) has 
been and will be the teaching of Religion for all time and for all peoples. 


78. The Mountain of Sinai (TUr al Sinin), a prominent mountain in the Arabian desert, in the peninsula 
between the two arms of the Red Sea, Here the Ten Commandments and the Law were given to Moses. Hence 
it is now called the Mountain of Moses (Jabal Misa). The Israelites encamped at the foot of it for nearly a 
year. The Covenant was taken from them under many portents (Exods, 19:5, 8, 16, 18), which are described 
in Jewish tradition in great detail. Under thunder and lightning the mountain must indeed have appeared 
an awe-inspiring sight above to the Camp at its foot, And the people solemnly entered into the Covenant: 
all the people answered together and said, “All that the Lord hath spoken we will do.’ (Cf 7:171, n.705, and n_97). 


79, The punishment for breach of the Sabbath under the Mosaic law was death. “Every one that defileth 
it (the Sabbath) shall surely be put to death: for whosoever doeth any work therein, that soul shall be cut 
off from among his people’>(Exod. 31:14). There must have been a Jewish tradition about a whole fishing 
community in a seaside town, which persisted in breaking the Sabbath and were turned into apes: (Cf 7:163-166). 
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70. 


And to their posterity, 
And a lesson 
To those who fear Allah. 


d remember Moses said 
od his people: “Allah commands 
That ye sacrifice a heifer.'*° 
They said; “Makest thou 
A laughing-stock of us?” 
He said; “Allah save me 
From being an ignorant (fool)!" 


They said: “Beseech on our 
behalf 

Thy Lord to make plain to us 

What (heifer) it is!” 

He said: “He says: the heifer 

Should be neither too old 

Nor too young, but of middling 

Age: now do what ye are 
commanded!” 


They said; “Beseech on our 
behalf 

Thy Lord to make plain to us 

Her colour.’ He said: “He says: 

A fawn-coloured heifer, 

Pure and rich in tone, 


The admiration of beholders!" 


They said; ‘Beseech on our. 
behalf 
Thy Lord to make plain to us 
What she is: to us are all heifers 
Alike: we wish indeed for 
guidance 
If Allah wills.” 
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80. This story or parable of the heifer in 2:67-71 should be read with the parable of the dead man brought 
to life in 2;72-73. The stories were accepted in Jewish traditions, which are themselves based on certain sacrificial 
directions in the Old Testament. The heifer story of Jewish tradition is based on Num. 19:1-10, in which Moses 
and Aaron ordered the Israelites to sacrifice a red heifer without spot or blemish; her body was to be burnt 
and the ashes were to be kept for the purification of the congregation from sin. The parable of the dead man 
we shall refer to later. 


The lesson of the heifer parable is plain, Mosés announced the sacrifice to the Israelites, and they treated 


it as a jest. When Moses continued solemnly to ask for the sacrifice, they put him off on one pretext and 
another, asking a number of questions which they could have answered themselves if they had listened to Moses's 
directions. Their questions were carping criticisms rather than the result of a desire for information. It was 
a mere thin pretence that they were genuinely secking for guidance. When at last they were driven into a 
corner, they made the sacrifice, but the will was wanting; which would have made the sacrifice efficacious 
for purification from sin. The real reason for their prevarications was their guilty conscience, as we see in 
the parable of the dead man (2:72:73), 
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75..S0 We said; “Strike the (body) 3 Shits ae 
With a piece of the (heifer).” Vs 
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aT. Ti Dew 21-1-9 it by ordained thar if the body of a dain man be found in @ fleld and che slayer is 
Hot known, a heifer shall he beheaded, and the clders of the city’ went io the wlaln man's dormicite shall wash 
their hands over the heifer and sey that they neither did the deed nor caw it done, thas Gearing themselves 
from: be. bho guailt. 


The Jewish tory based on the was that in @ certain case of this kind, every one cried wo clear himself 
of guilt and lay the blame atthe door of others, In the fire place they cried 1 prevaricate and prevent a 
heifer being alain asin the last parable When sive was slain, Allah by acmiracte dischsed the peal person 
A portionse! thet sacnficed heifer eas ordered to be placed on the corpie. which cometo Life and discloved 
the whole airy of the crime. 


Thelenon of this parable is that men may tryin hide wher crimes tndividaally or collectively, bur Allah 
will bring them to light in unexpected ways Applying this further to Jewish national history, the argument 
bo developed in whe following verecs chat the Children of Israel played fasc and lome with their cen rites and 
tradition, but they could noe dha evade the consequences of cherie sin: 
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75. Can ye (O ye men of Faith) 
Entertain the hope that they 


Will believe in you?— sil hee Dgnacs oo ; aie 
Seeing that a party of them oie we ae eth 
Heard the Word of Allah, bghae le Wm (yard 98 ZG ~~ 
And_ perverted it knowingly PO grees 
After they understood it. ptenes 
76. Behold! when they meet™ Ale 
The men of. Faith, they say: “3 rim >t 2 
“We believe”: but when (5)3 AR Ae MM 
They meet each other in private, es. at ks 3 


IAS ody ats 


" abheaReatecc, 


AR NGI 


BATRA Ap 


They say: “Shall-you tell them 
What Allah hath revealed to you, 
That they may engage you 

In argument about it 

Before your Lord?'— 

Do ye not understand (their aim)? 


77. Know they not that Allah 
Knoweth what they conceal 
And what they reveal? 
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82. The sinnér’s heart gets harder and harder. It is even harder than rocks, of which a beautiful poetical 
allegory is placed before us. In nature we think there is nothing harder than rocks, But there are rocks that 
weep voluntarily, like repentant hearts that come to Allah of their own accord. Such are the rocks from which 
rivers and springs flow spontaneously, sometimes in small trickles, sometimes in big volumes, Then there are 
rocks which have to be split or dug into or blown up with dynamite, and underneath we find abundant waters, 
as in wells beneath rocky soil. Such are the hearts of a less degree of fineness, which yet melt into tears when 
some great blow or calamity calls the mind to higher things. (R). 





83. The immediate argument applies to the Jews of Madinah, but the more general argument applies 
to the people of Faith and the people without Faith, as we shall see below. If the Muslims of Madinah ever 
entertained the hope that the Jews in their city would, asa body, welcome Muhammad Mustafa as the Prophet 
prophesied in their own books, they were mistaken. In Deut, 18:18, they read: “I will raise them up a Prophet 
from among their brethren, like unto thee! (e¢.. like unto Moses): which was interpreted by some of their 
doctors as referring to Muhammad, and they came into Islam, The Arabs are a kindred branch of the Semitic 
family, and are correctly described in relation to the Jews as, “their brethren"; and there is no question that 
there was not another Prophet “like unto Moses” until Muhammad came; in fact the postscript of Deuteronomy, 
which was written many centuries after Moses, says: "There arose not a prophet since in Israel like unto Moses, 
whom the Lord Knew face to face." But the Jews as a body were jealous of Muhammad. and played a double 
part. When the Muslim community began to grow stronger they pretended to be of them, but really tried 
to keep back any knowledge of their own Scriptures from them, lest they should be beaten by their own arguments. 


The more general interpretation holds good in all ages. Faith and Unfaith are pitted against cach other. 
Faith has to struggle against power, position, organization, and privilege. When it gains ground, Unfaith comes 
forward insincerely and claims fellowship. But in its own mind it is jealous of the armoury of science and 
knowledge which Faith brings into the service of Allah. But Allah knows all, and if the people of Faith will 
only seek knowledge sincerely wherever they can find it even as far afield as China, as Muhammad said, 
they can defeat Unfaith on its own ground, [Even though the directive that Muslims should derive knowledge 
regardiess of its location is an acceptable proposition from the Islamic viewpoint, the tradition to which the 
author refers here is not authentic. (Eds.)} 
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84. The argument of 2:76 is continued. The Jews wanted to keep back knowledge, but what knowledge 
had they? Many of them, even if they could read, were no better than illiterates, for they knew not their own 
true Scriptures, ber read into them what they wanted, or at best their own conjectures. They palmed off their 
own writings for she Message of Allah. Perhaps it brought them profit for the time being: but it was a miserable 
profir if they “gained the whole world and lost their own souls” (Matt. 16:26). "Writing with their own hands” 
means inventing books themselves, which had no divine authority. 

The general argument is similar, Unfaith erects its own false gods. It aterributes chings to causes which 
only exist in its own imagination. Sometimes it even indulges in actual dishonest traffic in the ignorance of 
the multitude, It may pay for atime, but the bubble always bursts. 

85. The Jews, in their arrogance might say: Whatever the terror of Hell may be for other people, our 
sins will be forgiven, because we are the children of Abraham; at worst, we shall suffer a short definite punishment 
and then be restared w.the “bosom of Abraham” This bubble is pricked here. Read this verse with 2:81.82 

The general application is also Clear If Unfaith claims some special prerogative. such as race, “civilization” 
political power, historical éxperience, and so on, these will not avail in Allah's sight. His promise is sare. but 
His promise is for those whoseck Allah tm Faith, and show it in their conduct. (Cf 3:24 and n.1)42). 

86. This is many degrees worse than merely falling into evil; it is going out to “earn evil,” as the Arabic 
text has it, fe | to seek gain in evil. Such a perverse attitude means that the moral and spiritual fortress erected 
around us by the Grace of Allah ® voluntarily surrendered by us and demolished by Evil, which erects its 
own fortress, so that access to Good may be more and more difficult. 
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SECTION 10. 


83. d remember We took*’ 
Covenant from the Children 

Of Israel (to this effect): 
Worship none but Allah; 
Treat with kindness 
Your parents and kindred, 
And orphans and those in need; 
Speak fair to the people; 
Be steadfast in prayer; 
And practise regular charity. 
Then did ye turn back, 
Except a few among you, 
And ye backslide (even now). 
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84. And remember We took** 
Your Covenant (to this effect): 
Shed no blood amongst you, 
Nor turn out your own people 
From your homes; and this 
Ye solemnly ratified, 
And to this ye can bear witness. 


veel oS 


85. After this it is ye, the same people, 
Who slay among yourselves, 
And banish a party of you 
From their homes; assist 
(Their enemies) against them, 
In guilt and transgression; 

And if they come to you 
As captives, ye ransom*® them, 
Though it was not lawful 








87. So far from the Covenant being of the kind suggested in 2:80, the real Covenant is about the moral 
law, which is set out in 2:83. This moral law is universal, and if you break it, no privileges will lighten your 
punishment or help you in any way (2:86). “Speak fair to the people” not only means outward courtesy from 
the leaders to the meanest among the people, but the protection of the people from being exploited, deceived, 
defrauded, or doped with things to lull their intelligence 


88. Verse 83 referred to the universal moral law. This verse 84 refers to its application under a special 
Covenant entered into with the Jews of Madinah by the newborn Muslim Commonwealth under its Guide 
and teacher Muhammad. This Covenant is given in Ibn Hisham’s Sirat al Rast, and comments on it will 
be found in Ameer ‘Ali's Spirit of Islam (London, 1922), pp. 57-61 It was entéred into in the second year 
of the Hijrah, and was treacherously broken by the Jews almost immediately afterwards. 


89. tl understand “ransom them” here to mean “take ransom for them,” though most of the Commentators 
take it to mean “give ransom for them,” Al Mustafa had made a Pact which, if it had been faithfully observed 
by all parties, would have brought a reign of law and order for Madinah. But some of the treacherous Jews 
never intended to observe its terms They fought and slew each other and not only banished those who were 
obnoxious to them but intrigued with their enemies. If by any chance they came back into their hands as 
captives, they demanded ransom for them to return to their homes although they had no right to banish them 
at all. If we understand by “ransom them” pay “ransom for them to release them from the hands of their 
enemies,’ it would mean that they did this pious act for show, although they were thernselves the authors of 
their unlawful banishment. | think the former makes better sense. 
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C. 47.—The people of Moses and the people of Jesus 
(2:87-121,) Were given revelations, but alas! 
They played false with their own lights 
And, in their selfishness, made narrow 
Allah's universal message. To them 
It seemed incredible that His light 
Should illumine Arabia and reform 
The world. But His ways are wondrous, 
And they are clear to those who have Faith. 


SECTION ll. 
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90, As.to the birth of Jesus, cf 19:16-534, Why is he called the “Son of Mary"? What are his clear signs’? 
What is the “holy spirit” by which he was strengthened? We reserve to a later stage a discussion of the Quranic 
teaching on these questions, See 3:62 n. 401. (Cf. 2:255). 

91. Notice the sudden transition from the past tense in “some ye called imposters” to the present tense 
in “others ye slay.’ There is a double significance. First, reviewing the long course of Jewish history, we have 
come to the time of Jesus: they have often given the lie to Allah's Prophets, and even now they are trying 
to slay Jesus. Secondly, extending the review of that history to the time of Muhammad, they are even now 
trying to take the life of that Holy Prophet. This would be literally true at the time the words were promulgated 
to the people. And this transition leads on naturally to the next verse, which refer to the actual conditions 
before Muhammad in Madinah in the second year of the Hijrah. (Cf 5:70). 

Sections 11-15 (2:87-121) refer to the People of the Book generally, Jews and Christians. Even where Moses 
and the Law of Sinai are referred to, those traditions are common to both Jews and Christians. The argument 
is about the people who ought to have learnt from previous Revelations and welcomed Muhammad's teaching, 
and yet they both took up an attitude of arrogant rejection. 
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92. The Jews in their arrogance claimed that all wisdom and all knowledge of Allah were enclosed in 
their hearts. But there were more things in heaven and earth than were dreamt of in their philosophy. Their 
claim was not only arrogance but blasphemy, In reality they were men without Faith. (1 take GAulfun here 
to be the plural of GAdafun the wrapping or cover of a book, in which the book is preserved.) (Cf, n.1142) 

As usual, there is a much wider meaning. How many people at all times and among all nations close 
their hearts to any extension of knowledge or spiritual influence because of some little fragment which they 
have got and which they think is the whole of Allah's Truth? Such an atricude shows really want of faith and 
is a blasphemous limitation of Allah's unlimited spiritual gifts to His creatures. [According to another view, 
the verse refers 10 the Jewish claim that a covering had been placed over their hearts which prevented them 
from grasping the message of the Prophet (peace be on him). See Ibn Kathir's commentary on the verse, See 
also verse 4:155, [Eds.}. 


93. The root kafara has many shades of meaning: (1) to deny Allah's goodness, to be ungrateful, (2) co 
reject Faith, deny His revelation, (3) to-blaspheme, to ascribe some limitation or attribute to Allah which 
is derogatory to His nature. In a translation, one shade or another must be put forward according to the context, 
bur all are implied. (Cf n.30). 


94. The Jews) who pretended to be so superior to the people withour Faith the Gentiles— should have 
been the first to recognize the new Truth—or the Truth renewed — which it was Muhammad's mission to bring 
because it was so similar in form and language to what they had already received. But they had more arrogance 
than faith, It is this want of faith that brings on the curse, ie, deprives us (if we adopt such an attitude) 
of the blessings of Allah. 

Again the lesson applies to a much wider circle than the Jews. We are all apt, in our perverseness, to 
reject an appeal from our brother even more summarily than one from an ‘outsider. If we have a glimmering 
of the truth, we are apt to make ourselves impervious to further truth, and thus lose the benefit of Allah's Grace. 


95. Racial arrogance made the Jews adverse to the reception of Truch when it came through a servant 
of Allah, not of their own race, Again the lesson is wider. Is that adverseness unknown in our own times, and 
among other races? Yet how can a race or a people set bounds to Allah's choice? Allah is the Creator and 
Cherisher of all races and all worlds. (Cf 0.359) 
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96, Even the race argument is often a flimsy and hollow pretext, Did not the Jews reject Prophets of their 
own race who told them unpleasant truths? And do not other nations do likewise? The real trouble is selfishness, 
narrowness, a mean dislike of anything which runs counter to habits, customs or inclinations. 


97. Cf the introductory words of 2:63, which are the same as the introductory words here, but the argument 
is developed in a different direction in the two places. In 2:63. after they are reminded of the solemn Covenant 
under the towering beight of Mount Sinai they are told how they broke the Covenant in after ages. Here. 
after they are reminded of the same solemn Covenant, they ate told that even then they never meant to observe 
it. Their thought is expressed in biting words of sarcasm. They said in words: "All that the Lord hath spoken, 
we will do.” But they said in their hearts: “We shall disobey.” 

98. What they should have said was; "We hear and we obey”: this is the articude of the true men of Faith 
(2:285). (Cf. 22285. 8:21, and 24:51). 

99. After the Commandments and the Law had been given at Mount Sinai, and the people had solemnly 
given their Covenant, Moses went up to the Mount, and in his absence, the people made the golden calf, 
[The word Gshriba which occurs in the verse seems to suggest, as the noted Tabi’) Qatidah is reported to 
have said, that their hearts were saturated with the love for the calf. See Ibn Kathir, Commentary on the 
verse £:95, (Eds. )} 
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100. The phrase “What their hands have sent on before them” frequently occurs in the Qur'an. Here 
and in many places, it refers to sins. In such passages as 78:40 or 81:14, it is. implied that both good and bad 
deeds go before us to the Judgement Seat of Allah before we do ourselves. In 2:110, it is the good that goes 
before us, Our deeds are personified. They are witnesses for or against us, and they always go before us, Their 
good or bad influence begins to operate before we even know it. This is more general than the New Testament 
idea in the First Epistle of St. Paul to Timothy, 5:24: “Some men’s sins are open beforehand, going before 
to judgement; and some men they follow after” (Cf $:182 and n.225) 


10], A party of the Jews in the time of Mubammad ridiculed the Muslim belief that Gabriel brought 
down revelations to Muhammad Al Mustafa. Michael was called in their books “the great prince which standeth 
for the children of thy people”: (Daniel, 12:1). The vision of Gabriel inspired fear (Daniel, 15:16-17), Bur this 
pretence — that Michael was their friend and Gabriel their enemy — was merely a manifestation of their unbelief 
in angels, Prophets and Allah Himself; and such unbelief could not win the love of Allah. In any case it was 
disingenuous to say that they believed in one angel and not in another Muhammad's inspiration was through 
visions of Gabriel. Muhammad had been helped co the highest spiritual light, and the message which he delivered 
and his spotless integrity and exemplary life were manifest Signs which every one could understand except 
those who were obstinate and perverse. Besides, the verses of the Qur'an were in themselves reasonable and clear. 
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the will of Allah; such a pretence is plainly blasphemy. 


The (revelation) to thy heart 
By Allah's will, a confirmation 
Of what went before. 

And guidance and glad tidings 
For those who believe — 


Whoever is an enemy to Allah 
And His angels and prophets, 
To Gabriel and Michael— 

Lo! Allah is an enemy to those 
Who reject Faith. 


We have sent down to thee 
Manifest Signs (ayat); 
And none reject them 
But those who are perverse. 


Is it not (the case) that 

Every time they make a 
Covenant, 

Some party among them 

Throw. it. aside?— Nay, 

Most of them are faithless. 


And when there came to them 
A Messenger from Allah, 
Confirming what was with them, 
A Party of the People of the 
Book 
Threw away the Book of Allah’ 
Behind their backs. 
As if (it had been something) 
They did not know! 


They followed what the evil 
ones! 

Gave out (falsely) 

Against the power 

Of Solomon: the blasphemers 

Were, not Solomon, but 

The evil ones, teaching men 
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102. I think that by “the Book of Allah’ here is meant, not the Qur'an, but the Book which the People 
of the Book had been given, wiz, the previous Revelations, The argument is that Muhammad's Message was 
similar to Revelations which they had already received, and if they had looked into their own Books honestly 
and sincerely, they would have found proofs in them to show that the new Message was true and from Allah. 
But they ignored their own Books or twisted or distorted them according to their own fancies, Worse, they 
followed something which was actually false and mischievous and inspired by the evil one, Such was the belief 
in magic and sorcery. These are described in the next verse in terms referring to the beliefs and practices 
of the “People of the Book.” (Cf 3:187). 


108. This is a continuation of the argument in 2:101. The People of the Book, instead of sticking to the 
plain Books of Revelations, and seeking to do the will of Allah, ran after all sorts of occult knowledge, most 
of which was false and evil. Many wonderful tales of occult power attributed the power of Solomon to magic. 
But Solomon dealt in no arts of evil. It was the powers of evil that pretended to force the laws of nature and 
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evil, 





104, Hartit and Marit lived in Babylon, a very ancient seat of science, especially the science of astronomy. 
The period may be supposed to be anywhere. about the time when the ancient Eastern Monarchies were strong 
and enlightened: probably even earlier, as Ma-ri-tu or Marduk was a deified hero afterwards worshipped as 
a god of magic in Babylon. Being good men, Harut and Marut of course dabbled in nothing evil, and their 
hands were certainly clean of fraud. But knowledge and the arts, if learned by evil men, can be applied to 
evil uses. The evil ones, besides their fraudulent magic, also learnt a little of this true science and applied 
it to. evil uses. Hariit and Marit did not withhold knowledge, yet never taught anyone without plainly warning 
them of the trial and temptation of knowledge in the hands of evil men, Being men of insight, they also saw 
the blasphemy that might rise to the lips of the evil ones puffed up with science and warned them against 
it. Knowledge is indeed a trial or temptation: if we are warned, we know its dangers: if Allah has endowed 
us with free will, we must be free to choose between the benefit and the danger. 


Among the Jewish traditions in the Midrash (Jewish Tafsirs) was a story of two angels whe asked Allah's 
permission to come down to earth but succumbed to temptation, and were hung up by their feet at Babylon 
for punishment, Such stories about sinning angels who were cast down to punishment were delieved in by 
the early Christians also. (See the Second Epistle of Peter 2:4, and the Epistle of Jude, verse 6). (R), 


105, What the ¢vil ones learnt from Harit and Marit (see last note) they curned to evil. When mixed 
with fraud and deception, it appeared as charms and spells and love potions. They did nothing but cause 
discord between the sexes. But of course their power was limited to the extent to which Allah permitted the 
evil to work, for His grace protected all who sought His guidance and repented and returned to Him. But 
apart from the harm that these false pretenders might do to others, the chief harm which they did was to 
their own souls, They sold themselves into slavery to the Evil One, as is shown in the allegory of Goethe's Faust. 
That allegory dealt with the individual soul. Here the tragedy is shown to occur not only to individuals but 
to whole groups of people, for example, the People of the Book. Indeed the story might be extended indefinitely. 
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106. The word disapproved is Ra‘ma, which as used by the Muslims meant “Please“look at us; attend 
to us.” But it was ridiculed by enemies by a little twist to suggest some insulting meaning. So an unambiguotis 
word “Unzurna." with the same meaning is suggested, The general lesson is that we must guard ourselves against 
the cynical trick of using words which sound complimentary to the ear but have a hidden barb in them. Not 
only must we be plain and honest in our words. We must respectfully hearken to the words of a Teacher whom 
we have addressed. Thoughtless people use vain words or put foolish questions, and straightaway turn theit 
minds to something else. (Cf 1.566 and n 5343) 


107) The word which I have translated by the word “revelations” is Ayat. See C. 42 and n. 15. Ir is not 
only used for verses of the Qur'an, but in a general sense for Allah’s revelations, as in 239 and for other Signs 
of Allah in history or nature, or miracles, as in 2:61. It has even been used for human signs and tokens of 
wonder, as, for example, monuments or landmarks built by the ancient people of ‘Ad (26:128). What is the 
meaning here? If we take it in a general sense, it means that Allah's Message from age to age is always the 
same, but that its form may differ according to the needs and exigencies of the time, That form was different 
as given to Moses and then to Jesus and then to Muhammad. Some commentators apply it also to the Ayat 
of the Qur'an. There is nothing derogatory in this if we believe in progressive revelation. In 3:7 we are told 
distinctly about the Qur'an, that some of its verses are clear (and. of established meaning), and others are 
not enuirely clear, and it is mischievous to treat the verses that are not entirely clear and to follow them (literally). 
On the other hand, it is absurd to treat such a yerse as 2:115 as if it. were abrogated by 2;144 about Qiblah. 

There-may be express abrogation, or there may be “causing or permitting to forget)’ How many good 
and wise institutions gradually become obsolete by afflux of time? Then there is the gradual process of disuse 
or forgetting in evolution, This does not mean that eternal principles change. It is only a sign of Allah's infinite 
Power that His creation should take so many forms and shapes not only in the material world but in the world 
of man’s thought and expression, 


r 
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The dominion of the heavens 


And the earth? te 2YGo55c Pole y Maia 
And besides Him ye have 2 r: 
Neither patron nor helper. reliaise sales Oo aa a5 
108. Would ye question {4ce% i re ee 
Your Messenger as Moses!°* [lecs sf iA ap 


Was questioned of old? Sone rae a 75 95 


But whoever changeth 


From Faith to Unbelief, [<2 ACHE -. was 


Hath strayed without doubt 


109 ees Pan 
From the even way. or fects 


109. Quite a number of the People PH. so oo 
Peg RS they could eed Mini siish To. 
Turn you (people) back WEEK, Sap ouseDt s 
To infidelity after ye have \ 2\ 3 Sats KG5555 

believed. s% ae 
From selfish envy, ie ti hs 
After the Truth hath become ed Drege cis toe 
Manifest unto them: sg) A ei 
But forgive and overlook,'"* 4 49 vf eee <1 
Till Allah accomplishes ze \ai ey 5 gel praia a rips 


His purpose:"' for Allah > 2 eee 3 
Hath power over all things.'* 73 oir j= il é\ 





108. Moses was cofistantly harassed with foolish, impertinent, or disingenuous questions by his own people. 
We must not follow that bad example. In spiritual matters, posers do no good: questions should be asked 
only for real instruction. 


109. “Even way”: the Arabic word sawé a signifies smoothness as opposed to roughness; symmetry as opposed 
to want of plan: equality or proportion as opposed to want of design; rectitude as opposed to crookedness; 
a mean as opposed to extremes; and fitness for the object held in view as opposed to faultiness. (Cf n.71)). 


110, Three words are used in the Qur'an, with a meaning akin to “forgive, but each with a different 
shade of meaning. A/a (here translated “ forgive’) means to forget, to obliterate from one's mind. Safaha (here 
translated “overlook”) means to turn away from, to ignore, to treat a matter as if it did not affect one. Ghafara 
(which does not occur in this verse) means to cover up something as Allah does to our sins with His grace 
this word is particularly, appropriate in Allah's attribute to Ghaffar, the One who forgives again and again. 


ill. The word, Amz, is comprehensive, and includes (1) an order or command as in 96:12; or (2) a purpose, 
design, will, as in 18:82; or ($) affairs, working, doing, carrying out or execution of a design, as in 79:5 and 
54:50. In many cases some of these meanings run together. (Cf 2:117). 


112. Note how this phrase, seemingly repeated from 2:106, and occurring in many other places, has an 
appropriate signification in each place. In 2:106 we were told about progressive revelation, how the same thing 
may take different forms, and seeming human infirmity contribute to the fulfilment of Allah's design, for 
Allah's power is unlimited, Here we are told to be patient and forgiving against envy and injustice; ‘this too 
may be fulfilling Allah's purpose, for His power is infinite. 
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110. And be steadfast in prayer 
- And regular in charity: 
And whatever good 
Ye send forth for your souls'” 
Before you, ye shall find it 
With Allah: for Allah sees 
Well all that ye do. 


lll, And they say: “None 

Shall enter Paradise unless 
He be a Jew or a Christian.” 
Those are their (vain) desires. 
Say: “Produce your proof 

If ye.are truthful.” 


Nay— whoever submits 
His whole self to Allah 
And is a doer of good — 
He will get his reward 
With his Lord; 

On. such shall be no fear, 
Nor shall they grieve!"* 


112. 


SECTION 14. 


The Jews say: “The Christians 

Have naught (to stand) upon’; 

And the Christians say: 

“The Jews have naught 

(To stand) upon.” Yet they 

(Profess to) study the (same) Book. 

Like unto their word 

Is what those say who know 
not;'!* 


113. 


But Allah will judge 
Between them in their quarrel 
On the Day of Judgement. 


1S. Cf 2:95 n. 100. 
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4. The word cranslated “self” is Wayh, a comprehensive Arabic word. It means (1) literally face, but 


it may imply (2) countenance or favour, as in 92:20; (3) honour, glory. Presence as applied to Allah, as in 
4:72; (4) cause, sake ("for the sake of") as in 76:8; (5) the first part, the beginning, as in 3:71; (6) nature, 
inner being, essence. self, as in 5:11, 27:88, and perhaps also 55:27. Here | understand meaning 6; the face 
expresses the personality or the whole inner self of man. (Cf 7:29 and n.1010) (R). 


115. This phrase comes in aptly in its own context many times. In this Surah it occurs in 2:38, 62, 112, 
262, 274. and 277. (R). 


16. It is a sure sign of ignorance and prejudice when you study the same book as another or a similar 
one and yet are absolutely intolerant of the meaning which the other draws from it. You should know better, 
but you speak like the ignorant. In this case the primary reference in the word “ignorant” may be to the Pagan 
Arabs. 
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114. And who is more unjust 
Than he who forbids"’ 
That in places for the worship 
Of Allah, His name should be 
Celebrated?— whose zeal 
Is (in fact) to ruin them? 
It was not fitting that such 
Should themselves enter them 
Except in fear. For them 
There is nothing but disgrace 
In this world, and in the world 
To come, an exceeding torment. 


115. To Allah belong the East 
And the West: whithersoever 
Ye turn, there is Allah's 
countenance.'!® 
For Allah is All-Embracing, 
All-Knowing. 


116. They say: “Allah hath begotten 
A son”: Glory be to Him — Nay, 
To Him belongs <all 
That is in the heavens 
And on earth: everything 
Renders worship to Him." 


117. To Him is due 
The primal origin 
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112. There were actually Pagans in Makkah who cried to shut out Muslim Arabs from the Ka‘bah, the 
universal place of Arab worship, The Pagans themselves called it the House of Allah. With what face could 
they exclude the Muslims; who wanted to worship the true Allah instead of worshipping idols? If these Pagans 
had succeeded, they would only have caused violent divisions among the Arabs and destroyed the sanctity 
and the very existence of the Ka’bah. 


This verse, taken in a general sense, establishes the principle of freedom of worship in a public mosque 
or place dedicated to the worship of Allah, This is recognised in Muslim law. (R), 


H8. That is, you will face Allah whichsoever direction you turn your face. See note 2:112 above. (R). 


119. It is a derogation from the glory of Allah—in fact it is blasphemy—to say that Allah begets sons, 
like a man or an animal, The Christian doctrine is here emphatically repudiated. Lf words have any meaning, 
it would mean an attribution to Allah of a material nature, and of the lower animal functions of sex. (R). 


(Cf 39:4) 
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118. 
_ “Why speaketh not Allah 


Of the heavens and the earth:'*° 
When He decreeth a matter, 
He saith to it: “Be,” 

And it is. 


Say those without knowledge: 


Unto us? Or-why cometh not 
Unto us a Sign?” 


So said the people before them 


Words of similar import. 


_ Their hearts are alike. 


We have indeed made clear 
The Signs unto any people 
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But of thee no question 
Shall be asked of the companions 
Of the Blazing Fire. 


120. Never will the Jews aoe 
Or the Christians be satisfied sedidkecsercds OD 
With thee unless thou follow 
Their form of religion. Say: 
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120. The previous. verse told us that everything in heaven and earth celebrates the glory of Allah. Lex 
anyone should think that the heavens and the earth were themselyes primeval and eternal, we are now told 
that they themselves are creatures of Allah's will and design. Cf 6.102, where the word badaa £2 is 
used as here for the creation of the heavens and the earth, and AAalaga is used for the creation of all things. 
Badaa €>+ goes back to the very primal beginning, as far as we can conceive it. The materialists might 
say that primeval matter was eternal: other things, ¢., the forms and shapes as we see them now, were called 
into being at some time or other, and will perish. When they perish, they dissolve into primeval matter again, 
which stands at the base of all existence. We go further back. We say that if we postulate such primeval matter, 
it owes its origin itself to Allah, Who is the final basis of existence, the Cause of all Causes. If this is conceded. 
we proceed to argue that the process of Creation is not then completed. “ All things in the heavens and on 
the earth’ are created by gradual processes. In “things” we include abstract as well as material things. We 
see the abstract things and ideas actually growing before us But that also is Allah's creation, to which we 
can apply the word khalaga, for in it is involved the idea of measuring. fitting i into a scheme of other things. 
Cf. 54:49, also 25:59. Here comes in whatwe know as the process of evolution. On the other hand, the “amr” 
(Command, Direction, Design) isa single thing, unrelated to Time. “like the twinkling of an eye’ (54:50). 
Another word to note in this connection is ja ala “making” which seems to imply new shapes and forms, new 
dispositions, as the making of the Signs of the Zodiac in the heavens, or the setting out of the sun and moon 
for light, or the establishment of the succession of day and night (25:61-62). A Further process with regard 
to the soul is described in the word seww@, bringing it to perfection (91:7) but this we shall discuss in its place. 
Fatare (42:11) implies, like badaa, €++ the creating of a thing out of nothing and after no pre-existing 
similitude, but perhaps fatara implies the creation of primeval matter to which further processes have to be 
applied later, as when one prepares dough but leaves the leavening to be done after Badaa \,, . 30:27, 
implies beginning the process of creation: this is made further clear in 32-7 where the beginning of the creation 
of pristine man from clay refers to his physical body, leaving the further processes of reproduction and the 
breathing in of the soul to be described in subsequent verses. Lastly, bara =| y4 is creation implying liberation 
from pre-existing matter or circumstance, ¢ g., man's body from clay (59:24) or a calamity from previously 
existing Grcumstances (57:22). See also 6:94 n. 916; 6:98 n. 923; 59:24 nn. 5405-6. (Ed.) 
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C. 48.—If the People of the Book rely 

(2:122-141.) Upon Abraham, let them study 
His history, His posterity included 
Both Israel and Ismail, Abraham 
Was a righteous man of Allah, 
A Muslim, and so were his children. 
Abraham and Ism@ i! built 
The Ka‘ba as the house of Allah, 
And purified it, to be a centre 
Of worship for all the world: 
For Allah is the God of all Peoples.'™ 
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12]. The argument now proceeds on another line. Ye People of the Book who go back to Abraham! not 
only is your claim to éxclusive knowledge of Allah false and derogatory to the Lord of All the Worlds. If you 
must appeal to Abraham, he was also the progenitor of the Arab race through lnm Tl. Indeed Abraham and 
Ismail together built the House of Allah in Makkah (long before the Temple of Jerusalem was built), They 
purified it and laid the foundations of the universal religion, which is summed up in the word Islam, or complete 
submission to the Will of Allah. Abraham and Isma@Tl were thus true Muslims. Whence then your rancour 
against Islam? 

Historically the House of Allah at Makkah must have been far more ancient place of worship than the 
Temple of Jerusalem, Arab tradition conneces various places in and around Makkah with the name of Abraham 
and identifies the well of Zam-zam with the well inthe story of the child Ism#@I1, Arab tradition also refers 
the story of the Sacrifice to IsmW Tl and not to Isaac, therein differing from the Jewish tradition in Gen, 22:1-19. 
(R). 
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122, Verses 122-123 repeat verses 47-48 (except for a slight verbal variation in 2:125, which does not affect 
the sense). The argument about the favours to Israel is thus beautifully rounded off, and we now proceed 
to the argument in favour of the Arabs as succeeding to the spiritual inheritance of Abraham. (Cf. 2:254). 


123. Kalim@t: literally “words”; here used in the sense of Allah's Will or Decree or Purpose. This verse 
may be taken to be the sum of the verses following. In everything Abraham fulfilled Allah's wish: he purified 
Allah's house; he built the sacred refuge of the Ka’bah; he submitted his will to Allah's, and thus became 
the type of Islam.-He was promised the leadership of the world; he pleaded for his progeny, and his prayer 
was granted, with the limitation that if his progeny was false to Allah, Allah's promise did not reach the people 
who proved themselves false. 


124. Imam: the primary sense is that of being foremost: hence it may mean: (1) leader in religion; (2) 
leader in congregational prayer; (3) model, pattern, example; (4) a book of guidance and instruction (11:17); 
(5) a book of evidence or record (36:12 ). Here, meanings | and 3 are implied. In 9:12 the word is applied 
to leaders of Unbelicf or Blasphemy. 


125. The Kabah, the House of Allah. Its foundation goes back by Arab tradition to Abraham. Its fourfold 
character is here referred to (1) It was the centre to which all the Arab tribes resorted for trade, for poetic 
contests, and for worship. (2) lt was sacred territory, and was respected by friend and foe alike. At certain 
seasons, all fighting was and is forbidden within its limits, and even arms are not allowed to be carried, and 
no game or other thing is allowed to be killed. Like the Cities of Refuge under the Mosaic Dispensation, to 
which manslayers could flee (Num. 55:6), or the Sanctuaries in Mediaeval Europe, to which criminals could 
not be pursued. Makkah was recognised by Arab custom as inviolable for the pursuit of revenge or violence. 
(5) It was a place of prayer: even to-day there is a Station of Abraham. (4) It must be held pure and sacred 
for all purposes. 

Though the verse as a whole is expressed in the First Person Plural, the House is called “My House,” to 
emphasise the personal relation of Allah, the One True God, to it, and repudiate the Polytheism which defiled 
it before it was purified again by Muhammad, (R). (Cf. nn.2797-2798). 
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126, Four rites are here enumerated, which have now acquired a technical meaning, (1) Compassing the 
sacred territory, or going round the Ka’bah: TJawa/. (2) Retiring to the place as a spiritual retreat, for 
contemplation and prayer: /’kaf. (3) The posture of bending the back in prayer: RuAg) (4) The posture 
of prostrating oneself on the ground in prayer: Sujid. The protection of the holy territory is for all, but special 
cleanliness and purity is required for the sake of the devotees who undertake these rites. (R). 


127. The root salama in the word Islam implies (among other ideas) the idea of Peace and therefore when 
Makkah is the city of Islam, it is also the City of Peace. The same root occurs in the latter part of the name 
Jerusalem, the Jewish City of Peace. When the day of Jerusalem passed (see verse 14 or 141 below), Makkah 
became the “New Jerusalem’—or rather the old and original “City of Peace” restored and made universal. 


128. The territory of Makkah is barren and rocky, compared with, say, Ta'if, a city to the east of Makkah. 
A prayer for the prosperity of Makkah therefore includes a prayer for the good thingy of material life. (R). 
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129. How beautiful this prayer is, and how aptly it comes in here in the argument! Such Paganism or 
star-worship or planet-worship as there was in Abraham's time was first cleared out of Makkah by Abraham. 
This is the chief meaning of “sanctification” or “purification” in 2:125, although of course physical cleanliness 
is (in physical conditions) a necessary element of purification in the higher sense, Abraham and his elder son 
Ism# 71 then built the Kabah and established the rites and usages of the sacred city, He was thus the founder 
of the original Islam (which is as old as mankind) in Arabia. As becomes a devout man, he offers and dedicates 
the work.to Allah in humble supplication, addressing Him as the All-Hearing and the All-Knowing. He then 
asks for a blessing on himself and progeny generally, both the children of his eldest-born Ismail and his younger 
son Isaac, With prophetic vision he foresees that there will be corruption and backsliding in both branches 
of his family; Makkah will house 360 idols, Jerusalem will becomea harlot city (Ezekiel 16:15), a city of 
abomination. But the light of Islam will shine; and reclaim the lost people in both branches and indeed in 
all the world. So he prays for Allah's mercy, addressing Him as the Oft-Returning, Most Merciful. And finally 
he foresees in Makkah a Prophet teaching the people as one “of their own,” and in their own beautiful Arabic 
languages he asks for a blessing on Muhammad's ministry, appealing to the Power and Wisdom of Allah. 


130. Jstafa chose: chose because of purity; chose and purified, It is the same root from which Mustafa 
is derived, one. of the titles of Muhammad. 
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181. The whole of the Children of Israel are called to witness one of their slogans, that they worshipped 
“the God of their fathers.” The idea in their minds got narrowed down to that of a tribal God: But they are 
reminded that their ancestors had the principle of Islam in them —the worship of onsb: the One True and 
Universal God. The death-bed scene is described in Jewish ‘tradition 


132. “Fathers” means ancestors, and includes uncles, grand-uncles; as well as direct ascendants. 


133. I have made a free paraphrase of what would read literally: “Ye shall not be asked about what they 
used to do” On the Day of Judgement each soul would have to answer for its own deeds: it cannot claim merit 
from others, nor be answerable for the crimes orsins of others. Here the argument is: if the Jews or Christians 
claim the merits of Father Abraham and the Patriarchs or of Jesus, we cannot follow them. Because there 
wert righteous men in the past, it cannot help us unless we are ourselves righteous. The doctrine of personal 
responsibility is a cardinal feature of Islam, (Cf 1895). 


134. Hanif: inclined to right opinion: orthodox (in the literal meaning of the Greek words. ), firva in faith, 
sound and well-balanced, true. Perhaps the last word, Truc, sums up most of the other shades. 

The Jews, though taught Unity, went after false gods, and the Christians invented the Trinity or borrowed 
it from Paganism. We go back to pure, hanif doctrine of Abraham, to live and die in faithin the One True God. 
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135. Here we have the Creed of Islam: to believe in (1) the One Universal God. (2) the Message to us 
through Muhammad and the Signs (ayat) as interpreted on the basis of personal responsibility, (3) the Message 
delivered by ather Teachers in the past, These are mentioned in three groups: (1) Abraham, IsmiJL, Isaac, 
Jacob and the Tribes: of these Abraham had apparently a Book (87:19) and the others followed his tradition 
(2) Moses and Jesus, who each left a scripture; these scriptures are still extant though not in their pristine 
form; and (3) other scriptures, Prophets, or Messengers of Allah, not specifically mentioned in the Qur'an 
(11:78). We make no difference between any of these, Their Message (in essentials) was one, and that is the 
basis of Islam. (Cf 3:84 and 4:163). 


156. We are chus in the true line of those who follow the one and indivisible Message of the One Allah, 
wherever delivered. If others narrow it or corrupt it, it is they who have left the faith and created a division 
or schism. But Allah sees and knows all, And He will protect His own, and His support will be infinitely more 
precious than the support which men can give. 


137. Sibghah: the root-meaning implies a dye or colour; apparently the Arab Christians mixed a dye or 
colour in the baptisma)! water, signifying that the baptized person got a new colour in life. [We do not believe 
that it is necessary to be baptized to be saved, Eds}. 


188. The alternative is with the question in the last verse. Do you dispute with us although we worship 
the same God as you and claim that ours is the same religion as that of your ancestors? Or do you really assert 
that Abraham and his son and his sons’ sons, who founded the Tribes long before Moses, followed your Jewish 
religion as you know it? History of course proves that claim absurd. If the Christians claim that these Patriarchs 
knew of and followed the teaching of Jesus, the claim is still more absurd— except in the sense of Islarn that 
Allah's teaching is one in all ages. 
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C. 49,— But those people have passed away, 

(2;:142-167.) Who promised to uphold the Law of Allah. 
Their progeny having been found 
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159, Verse 154 began a certain argument, which is now rounded off in the same words in this verse. To 
use a musical term, the motsf is now completed. The argument is that it is wrong to claim a monopoly for 
Allah's Message: it is the same peoples and in all ages: if it undergoes local variations or variations according 
to times and seasons those variations pass away. This leads to the argument in the remainder of the Sirah 
that with the renewal of the Message and the birth of a new people, a new symbolism and new ordinances 
become appropriate, and they are now expounded. 


140. Nas= People, the unthinking multitude that sway to and fro, instead of being firm in Allah’s Way. 
The reference here is to the idolaters, the Hypocrites, and the party of Jews who were constantly seeking to 
“entangle in their talk.” A! Mustafa and his disciples in Madinah even as the Pharisees and the Sadducees 
of Jesus’s day tried to entangle Jesus (Matt, 22:15, 23). 


141, Qiblah=the direction to which Muslims turn in prayer. Islam lays great stress on social prayer in 
order to emphasise our universal Brotherhood and mutual cooperation. For such prayer, order, punctuality, 
precision, symbolical postures, and a common direction are essential, so that the Imam (leader) and all his 
congregation may face one way and offer their supplications to Allah. In the early days, before they were 
organised as a people, they followed as a symbol for their Qrblah the sacred city of Jerusalem, sacred both 
to the Jews and the Christians, the people of the Book. This symbolised their allegiance to the continuity of 
Allah's revelation. When, despised and persecuted, they were turned out of Makkah and arrived in Madinah, 
Al Mustafa under divine direction began to organise its people as an Ummah, an independent people, with 
laws and rituals of their own. At that stage the Kabah was established as Qrblah, thus going back to the earliest 
centre, with which the name of Abraham was connected, and traditionally also the name of Adam. Jerusalem 
still remained (and remains) sacred in the eyes of Islam on accounrof its past, bur Islam is a progressive religion, 
and its new symbolism enabled it to shake off the tradition of a dead past and usher in the era of untrammelled 
freedom dear to the spirit of Arabia, The change took place about 1644 months after Hijrah. 
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142. Thus: By giving you a Qiblah of your own, most ancient in history, and most modern as a symbol 
of your organisation as a new nation (Ummah). 


145. justly balanced: The essence of Islam is to avoid all extravagances on either side, It is a sober, practical 
religion. But the Arabic word (wasat) also implies a touch of the literal meaning of Intermediacy. Geographically, 
Arabia is in an intermediate position in the Old World, as was proved in history by the rapid expansion of 
Islam, north, south, west and east, 


144. Witnesses; When two persons dispute, they advance extravagant Claims. A just witness comes between 
them, and brings the light of reason to bear on them, pruning all their selfish extravagances. So the mission 
of Islam is to curb, for instance, the extreme formalism of the Mosaic law and the extreme “other-worldliness” 
professed by Christianity. The witness must be unselfish, equipped with first-hand knowledge, and ready to 
intervene in the cause of justice. Such is the position claimed by Islam among rival systems, Similarly, within 
Islam itself, che position of witness to whom disputants can appeal is held by Muhammad Al Mustafa. (Cf 
4.135, 6:44, and 5:8)"" 


145, The Qiblah of Jerusalem might itself have seemed strange to the Arabs, and the change from it 
to the Kabah might have seemed strange after they had become used to the other. In reality one direction 
or another, or cast or west, in itself did not matter, What mattered was the sense of discipline, on which Islam 
lays so much stress: which of us is willing to follow the directions of the chosen Prophet of Allah? Mere quibblers 
about non-essential matters are tested by this. (R). 


146. What, became of prayer with the Jerusalem Qiblah? It was equally efficacious before the new Qiblah 
was ordained, Allah regards our faith: every act of true and genuine faith is efficacious with Him, even if 
formalists pick holes-im:such acts, 
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147. This shows the sincere desire of Al Mustafa to seek light from above in the matter of the Qiblah. 
Until the organisation of his own People into a well-knit community, with its distinctive laws and ordinances, 
he followed a practice based on the fact that the Jews and Christians looked upon Jerusalem as a sacred city. 
But there was no universal Qiblah among them. Some jews turned towards Jerusalem, especially during the 
Captiviry, as we shall see later. At the time of our Prophet, Jerusalem was in the hands of the Byzantine Empire, 
which was Christian. But the Christians oriented their churches to the Eas; (hence the word “orientarion’), 
which is a point of the compass, and not the direction of any sacred place. The fact of the altar being in 
the East does nor mean that every worshipper has his face to the east: for, according at least to modern practice, 
the seats in a church are so placed that different worshippers may face in different directions: The Preacher 





of Unity naturally wanted, in this as in other matters, a symbol of complete unity, and his heart was naturally 
delighted when the Qiblah towards the Ka’bah was settled. Its connection with Abraham gave it great antiquity: 
its character of being an Arab centre made it appropriate when the Message came in Arabic, and was preached 
through the union of the Arabs; at the time it was adopted, the little Muslim community was shut out of 
it, being exiles in Madinah, but.it became.a symbol of hope and eventual triumph, of which Muhammad 
lived to see the fulfilment; and it also became the centre-and gathering ground of all peoples in the universal 
pilgrimage, which was instituted. with it. 


148. The Sacred Mosque: he. the mosque wherein the Ka’bah is located, in the sacred city of Makkah. 
It is not correct to suggest that the command making the Ka'bah the Qiblah abrogates 2:115, where it ts stated 
that East and West belong to Allah. This is perfectly true at all times, before and after the institution of the 
Qiblah. As if to emphasise this, the same words about East and West are repeated in this very passage, see 
2:142 above. Where the /tg@n mentions mansiikA in this connection, I am sorry I cannot follow that opinion, 
unless mansiikA is defined in a special way, as some of the commentators do. (R). 


149, Glimmerings of such a Qiblah were sid foreshadowed in Jewish and Christian practice but its 
universality was only perfected in Islam. 
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150. See n. 147 to 27144 above. 

The Jews and Christians had ’a glimmering of the Qiblah idea, but in their attitude of self-sufficiency 
they were not likely to welcome the Qiblah idea as perfected in Islam, Nor is Islam, after the fuller knowledge 
which it has received, likely to revert to the uncertain, imperfect, and varying ideas of orientation held previously 

A very clear glimpse of the old Jewish practice in the matter of the Qiblah and the importance attached 
to it is found in the book of Daniel, 6:10. Dainel was a righteous man of princely lineage and lived about 
506-538 B.C. He was carried off to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar, the Assyrian, but was still living when Assyria 
was overthrown by the Medes and Persians, In spite of the “captivity” of the Jews, Daniel enjoyed the highest 
offices of state at Babylon, but he was ever truc co Jerusalem. His enemies (under the Persian monarch) got 
a penal law passed against any one who “asked a petition of any god or man for 50 days” except the Persian 
King. But Daniel continued true to Jerusalem. “His windows being open in his chamber towards Jerusalem, 
he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime.” 


151. The People of the Book should have known all this as well as “they knew their own sons,” as their 
past traditions and teaching should have made them receptive of the new Message Some commentators construe 
the demonstrative pronoun “this” to refer to the Prophet, In that case the interpretation would be: The People 
of the Book know Muhammad as well as they know their own sons; they know him to be true and upright, 
they know him to be in the line of Abraham: they know him to correspond to the description of the prophet 
foretold among themselves; but selfishness induces some of them to act against their own knowledge and conceal 
the truth, 


152. Truth only comes from Allah, and it remains truth, however men might try to conceal it or throw 
doubts on it. 


153. The question is how we are to construe the pronoun, Auwa, in the original. The alternative translation 
would be: “To each is a goal to which he turns.” 

The simile of life being a race in which we all zealously run forward to the one goal, wz., the goal of 
good, may be applied individually and nationally. This supplies another argument of the Kabah Qiblah, vrz , 
the unity of goal, with diversity of races, traditions and temperaments. 
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150. So from whencesoever 
Thou startest forth, turn 
Thy face in the direction 
Of the Sacred Mosque; 
And wheresoever ye are, 
Turn your face thither: 
That there be no ground 
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154. The simile of a race is continued, and so the Qiblah command is repeated from that point of view 
In 2:144 it was mentioned as the new symbol of the new nation (Muslim); now it is shown as the symbol of 
Good, at which we should all aim, from whichever point we started. «.g. as Jews or Christians, or our individual 
point of view, the Qiblah will unite us as a symbol of the Goal of the Future. In 2:150 below, ip is repeated; 
first for the individual, on the ground of uniformity and the removal of all occasions of dispute and argument; 
and secondly for the Muslim people, on the same ground, asa matter of discipline, Vhere is another little 
harmony in the matter of the repetitions, Note that the race and starting point argument begins at 2.149 
and is rounded off in the first part of 2:150; while the national and general argument beginning at 27144 
is rounded off in the lateer part of 2:150, The latter argument includes the former, and is more widely worded: 
“wheresoever ye are”; which in the Arabic expression would imply three things: in whatever circumstances 
ye are, of at whatever time ye are, or in whatever place ye are, | have spoken before of a sort of musical harmony 
in verbal repetitions: here there is a sort of pictorial harmony, as of a larger circle symmetrically including 
a smaller concentric circle: 


155. This verse should be read with 2:150, of which the sentence is here completed. The argument is 
that in the grant of the Ka‘bah Qiblah, Allah was perfecting religion and fulfilling the prayer for the future 
made by Abraham. That prayer was threefold: (1) That Makkah should be a sacred Sanctuary (2:126): (2) 
that a truly believing (Muslim) nation should be raised) with places of devotion there (2:128); and (5) thar 
a Messenger should be sent among the Arabs with certain qualities (2:129), which are set out there and again 
repeated here to complete the argument. T 
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156. The word remember" is too pale a word for dhikr, which has now acquired a large number of 
associations in our religious literature, In its verbal signification it implies; to remember; to praise by frequently 
mentioning; to rehearse; to celebrate or commemorate; to make much of; to cherish the memory of as:a precious 
possession. (R), (Cf 2:31). 


157. See 2:45 and n. 61. An additional meaning implied in sabr is self-restraint. Haqqani defines it in 
his: Tafstr-as following Reason and restraining Fear, Anges and Desire. Whatcan be a higher reward for patience, 
perseverance, self-restraint and constancy than that Allah should be with us? For this promise opens the door 
to every kind of spiritual well-being. (Cf. n.158 and m.1877). 


158, The “patient perseverance and prayer" mentioned) in the last verse is not mere passivity, It is active 
striving in the way of Truth, which is the way of Allah. Such striving is the spending of one's self in Allah's 
way, either through our property or through our own lives, or the lives of those nearest and dearest to us, 
or it may be the loss of all the fruits of a lifetime's labour not only in material goods but in some intellectual 
or moral gain, some position which seemed in our eyes to be eminently desirable in itself, but which we must 
cheerfully sacrifice if necessary for the Cause. With such sacrifice, our apparent loss may be our real gain: 
he that loses his life may really gain it; and the rewards or “fruits that seem lost were mere impediments 
on our path to real) inward progress. (R). (Cf 3:169). 


159. The glad tidings are the blessings of Allah in 2:157 or (which is the same thing) the promise in 2153 
that Allah will be with them 
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160. The virtue of patient perseverance in faith leads to the mention of two symbolic monuments of that 
virtue. These are the two little hills of Safi and Marwah now absorbed in the city of Makkah, and close to 
the well of Zamzam. Here, according to tradition, the lady Hajar, mother of the infant IsmWil, prayed for 
water in the parched desert, and in her eager quest round these hills, she found her prayer answered and 
saw the Zamzam spring. Unfortunately the Pagan Arabs had placed a male and a female idol here, and their 
gross and superstitious rites caused offense to the early Muslims. They felt some hesitation in going round 
these places during the Pilgrimage. As a matter of fact they should have known that the Ka'bah (the House 
of Allah) had been itself defiled with idols, and was sanctified again by the purity of Muhammad’s life and 
teaching. The lesson is that the most sacred things may be turned to the basest uses; that we are not therefore 
necessarily to ban a thing misused» that if our intentions and life are pure, Allah will recognise them even 
if the world cast stones at us because of some evil associations which they join with what we do, or with the 
people we associate with, or with the places which claim our reverence. 





161. The House=the Sacred Mosque, the Ka'bah. The Season of regular Hajj culminates in the visit to 
Arafat.on the ninth day of the month of Dhi al Hijjah, followed by the circumambulation of Kabah. A visit 
to the Sacred Mosque and the performance of the rites of pilgrimage at any other time is called an Umrah. 
The symbolic rites are the same in cither case, except that the Arafat rites are omitted in the Umrah. The 
Safa and Marwah are included among the Monuments, as pointing to one of the highest of Muslim. virtues. 
(Cf 5:2). ' 


162. The impulse should be to Good; if once we are sure of this, we must obey it without hesitation, 
whatever people may say. 
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163. Those entitled to: curse: 4.¢., angels and mankind (see 2:16) below): the cursed ones will deprive 
themselves of the protection of Allah and of the angels. and of the good wishes of mankind. because by 
contumaciously rejecting Faith, they not only sin against Allah but are false to their own manhood, which 
Allah created in the “best of moulds” (Q. 95:4). The terrible curses denounced in the Old Testament are set 
out in Deut. 28:15-68. There is one difference. Here it is for the deliberate rejection of Faith, a theological 
term for the denying of our higher nature. There it is for a breach of the least part of the ceremonial Law. (R). 


164. Theremin the curse. A curse is not a matter of words: it is a terrible spiritual state, opposite to 
the state of Grace. Can man curse? Not of course in the same sense in which we speak of the curse of Allah 
A mere verbal curse is of no effect’ Hence the English saying: “A causeless curse will not come” But if men 
are oppressed or unjustly treated, their cries can ascend to Allah in prayer, and then it becomes Allah's “wrath” 
or curse, the deprivation of Allah's Grace as regards the wrongdoer 


é 
165. Where the terrible consequences of Evil, ¢¢ . the rejection of Allah, are mentioned. there is always 
stress laid on Allah's attributes of Grace and Mercy. In this case Unity is also stressed, because we have just 
been told about the Qiblah symbol of unity and are about to pass the theme of unity in diversity, in Nature 
and in the social laws of human society. 
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166. This magnificent Nature passage stands out like a hill in a landscape, enhancing the beauty of our 
view, and preparing us for the everyday laws and ordinances which follow. 


Note its literary architecture. Allah is One: and among His wondrous Signs is the unity of design in the 
widest diversity of Nacure. The Signs are taken from the features of beauty, power, and utility to man himself, 
and lead up to an appeal to Man's own intelligence and wisdom, We begin with the glory of the heavens and 
the earth, the wide spaces covered by man’s imagination, remote and yet so near te his own life. The most 
striking everyday phenomenon resulting from the interrelations of the heavens and the earth is the alternation 
of day and night, regular and yet changing in duration with the seasons and the latitudes of our globe. The 
night for rest, and the day for work; and we can think of the work in terms of nature's beauty: the stately 
‘ships flowing" (as the original text has it) across the séas/ for communications and merchandise as berween 
men and men. The seas thus serve us no less than Jand, and the give-and-take as between sea, sky, and land, 
is further exemplified by the rain. The rain leads ‘to the fertility of the land, and here we are reminded of 
the contrast between the Winter's death of Nature and her revivification in the Spring, Here we are reminded 
of agriculture and the use we make of cattle and all kinds of living creatures, The word translated “beasts” 
has a wide meaning, including ‘crawling creatures, insects, etc, all contributing to the round of Nature's 
operations. This leads us ‘on to the wonderful winds, the region of the air, which man is just beginning to 
explore and navigate. The personified winds drive the clouds in the sky like “slaves.” Here is another aspect 
of clouds besides that of giving rain. The fleecy clouds are things of sunset beauty; at midday they temper 
the glare of the sun; at all times they affect radiation and other processes going on in thé sky. So we come 
back to the sky, rounding off the angument, and correlating our human life with the Will and Power of Allah, 
if we had the wisdom to see! (Cf 17:66, 30:19, and 36:33). 
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167, Everything around and within-us points to unity of purpose and design — points to Allah. Yet there 
are foolish persons (unrighteous=those who deliberately use the choice given them to go wrong). They think 
something else is equal to Allah. Perhaps they even do lip service to Allah, but their heart is in their fetish — 
unlike the heart of the righteous, who are wholly devoted and absorbed inthe love of Allah. If only the unrighteous 
could see the consequences, they would see,the terrible Penalty, and chat all Power is in Allah's hands, not 
in those of any one else. Who are. these others who are used as fetishes by the misguided? They may be; (1) 
creatures of their own imagination, or of their faculties misused; the idea lying behind idols is akin to this, 
for no intelligent idol.worshipper owns to worshipping stocks and stones; or (2) good leaders whose names 
have been misused out of perversity to erect them to a position of equality with Allah; or (3) Powers of evil 
that deliberately mislead. When it comes to the inevitable consequences of blasphemy and the rejection of 
Allah, the eyes of all are opened and these false and, artificial relations dissolve. The idea which was created 
into a fetish disowns its follower, te. is seen to have no reasonable basis.in the life of the follower, and the 
follower is forced to renounce it as false The good leaders whose names were misused would of course disown 
the misuse of their names, and the evil ones would take an unholy delight in exposing the facts. The Reality 
is now. irresistible, but alas! at what cost? (Cf, 3:83). 


168, Cf, 3:156, 7:36, 19:39, 69:50, 25:23. [Eds.]. 
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169. We now come to the regulations about food. First (2:168-71) we have an appeal to all people, Muslims, 
Pagans, as well as the People of the Book; then (2172-73) co the Muslims specially; then (2:174-76) tw the 
sort of men who then (as some do now) either believe in’ too much formalism or believe in no restrictions 
at all. Islam follows the Golden Mean, All well-regulated societies lay down reasonable limitations. These become 
incumbent on all loyal members of any given society, and show what is “lawful” in that society. Bur if the 
limitations are reasonable, as they should be, the “lawful” will also coinade more and more with what is “good.” 


Good: Tayytb= Pure, clean, wholesome, nourishing, pleasing to the taste 


The general principle then would be: what is lawful and what is good, should be followed, not what is 
evil, or shameful, or foisted on by false ascription to divine injunctions, or what rests merely on the usage 
of ancestors, even though the ancestors were ignorant or foolish An example of a shameful custom would 
be that among the Pagan Arabs of taking congealed blood and eating it fried 
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170. If you reject all faith, the highest wisdom and the most salutary regulations are lost on you, You 
are like “dumb driven cattle" who can merely hear calls, but cannot distinguish intelligently between shades 
of meaning or subtle differences of values. 


171,° Cf 2.18, where we are told that the rejectors of faith are “deaf, dumb and blind: they will not return 
to the path!’ Here the consequence of their not using their senses is that they have no wisdom. In each context 
there is just the appropriate deduction. 


172. Gratitude for Allah's gifts is one form of worship. (Gf. 11:123). 


178. Dead meat: maya/: carrion: animal that dies of itself: the original Arabic has a slightly wider meaning 
given to it in Figh (Religious Law): anything that dies of itself and is not expressly killed for food with the 
Takbir duly pronounced on it. But there are exceptions, eg, fish and locust are lawful, though they have 
not been made specially Aa/a/ with the Takbir. But even fishor locusts as carrion would be obviously ruled out 


174. For prohibited foods, cf also 5:4-5; 6:121, 158-146; etc. The teachers of Figh (Religious Law) work 
out the details with great elaboration. My purpose is to present general principles, not technical details. Carrion 
or dead meat and blood as articles of food would obviously cause disgust to any refined person. So would 
swine's flesh where the swine lives on offal, Where swine are fed artifically on clean food, the objections remain 
(1) that they are filthy animals in other respects, and the flesh of filthy animals taken as food affects the eater; 
(2) that swine’s flesh has more fat than muscle-building material; and (3) that it is more liable to disease than 
other kinds of meat; e¢.g., trichinosis, characterized by hair-like worms in the muscular tissue. As to food dedicated 
to idols or false gods, it is obviously unseemly for the Children of Uniry to partake of it, 
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175, “They eat nothing bur fire into their bellies” is’a liceral translation that produces an effect of rude 
inelegance which is not in the Arabic words, Even in the matter of food and drinks, the mission of Islam is 
to avoid the extremes of lawlessness on the one ‘hand and extreme formalism on the other. It has laid down 
a few simple and very reasonable rules, Their infraction causes loss of health or physical powers in any case. 
But if there is further a spirit of subjective rebellion or fraud — passing off ini the name of religion something 
which is far from the purpose—the consequences become also moral and spiritual, Then it becomes a sin 
against Faith and Spirit. Continuing the physical simile, we actually swallow fire into ourselves. Imagine the 
torments which we should have if we swallowed fire into our physical body! They would be infinitely worse 
in our spiritual state, and they would go on to the Day of Resurrection, when we shall be deprived even of 
the words which the Judge speaks to a reasonable culprit, and we shall certainly not win His Grace and Mercy. 


176. From the mere physical regulation we are at once lifted up into the sphere of morals and faith. For 
the one acts and reacts on the other, If we are constantly carping at wholesome regulations, we shall do nothing 
but cause division and schisms among the people, and ordered society would tend to break up. (Cf 41:52). 
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177) As if t© emphasise again.a Warning against deadening formalism, we are given a beautiful description 
of the righteous and God-fearing man. He should obey salutary regulations, but he should fix his, gaze on 
the love of Allah and the love of his fellow-men. We are given four heads (1) our faith should be true and 
sincere; (2) we must be prepared to show it in deeds of charity to our fellow-men. (3) we must be good citizens, 
supporting social organisation; and (4) our own individual soul must be firm and Utishaken in all circumstances. 
They are interconnected, and yet can be viewed separately. 


178.. Faith is not merely a matter of words. We must realise the presence and goodness of Allah. When 
we do so, the scales fall from our eyes: all che falsities and fleeting nature of the Present cease to enslave us, 
for we see the Last Day as if it were today. We also see Allah's working in His world and in us; His Angels. 
His Messengers and His Message are no longer remote from us, but come within our experience. (R) 


179. Practical deeds of charity are of value when they proceed from love and from no other motive. In 
this respect, also, our duties take various forms, which are shown in reasonable gradation: our kith and kin 
orphans (including any persons who are without support or help); people who are in real need but who never 
ask (it is our duty to find ther out, and they come before those who ask); the stranger, who is entitled to 
laws of hospitality; the people who ask and are entitled to ask, ¢.¢., not merely lazy beggars, but those who 
seek our assistance ijn some form or another (it is our duty to respond to them); and the slaves (we must do 
all we can to give or buy their freedom). Slavery has many insidious forms, and all are. included. 


180. Charity and piety in individual cases do not complete our duties. In prayer and charity we must 
also look to our organised effort. Where there is a Muslim State, these are made through the State in facilities 
for public prayer, and public assistance, and for the maintenance of contracts and fair dealing in all matters. 


18}. Then come the Muslim virtues of firmness and patience. They are to “preserve the dignity of man. 
with soul erect” (Burns). Three sets of circumstances are specially mentioned for the exercise of this virtue: 
()) bodily pain or suffering, (2) adversities or injuries of all kinds, deserved and undeserved, and (3) penods 
of public panic, such as war, violence, pestilence, etc. 
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182. Noe fires char this verse and the next make it clear that Islam has much mitigated the horrors of 
the pre-Islamic custom of retaliation. Ln order to meet the trict claims of justice, equality is prescribed, with 
a strong recommendation fer mercy and forgiveness To cranalaie gist), therefore by retaliagion, ia 1 think 
incorrect. The Latin legal term Lez Tahiendy may come pear it, bot even char is modified bere, In any case 
ito best to awobd vechiabeal terme for things that are very different. ‘Metaliatinn” in English has a wider meaning. 
equivalers almast to returning evil for evil, and would more fitly apply to the blood-frads of che Days of Ignorance. 
Idem saya: if you mou take a Life for a life, at least there should be some measure of equaliry in jt; the kilimg 
of the slave of a tribe should not involve o blend feud where many free men would be killed; bot the lw 
of mercy, where it can be ebrained by coment, with reasonable compensation, would be better. 


Our law of equality only takes account of three conditions in clyil mciecy, free for free, slave for slave, 
woman fer woman. Among free men or women, all are equal: you cannot ask that because a wealthy. or high- 
born. or influential man is killed. bis life ip equal to two or there lives among che poor of the lowly, Nar, 
is cases of murder, can you go into the value of abilines of a dave. A woman is mentioned separately because 
her pouion as a mother or an economic worker is different. She does not form o third clam, bor a divicon 
im the other two clases. One life having been low, do noc wae many lives im retaliation: at most, let the 
Law take one [fe under strictly perscribed conditions, and shut the door tw private vengeance or tribal retaliation. 
But if the aggrieved party conerots (and thie condition of content ia laid down te prevent worse evila), forgiveness 
and brotherly love is better, and the door of Mercy a kept open, In Weatern low, no felony can be compounded. 


183. ‘The jcrists have carefully laid down that the law of gisits refers to murder only. (yay is not applicable 
to manslaugheerr, der i a misake of an accident. Then, there would be no capital punishment. 


let. The brother: the term is perfectly general; all men are brother in Idam, In this, and in all questions 
of tnhericance, females have similar rights tamales, and therefore the maiculine gender import both sexe. 
Here we are considering the rights of che belies in the light of the larger brotherhood, In 2:174-179 we have 
the righu of che heirs go life (as it were): in 2:180.182 we proceed to the heirs to property, 


185. The demand should be such as can be met by the party concerned, fe, within his meons, and 
reasonable according to justice and good conscience. For example. a demand could pet be made affecting 
the honour of & woman or a tan. The whole penalry can be remined if the aggrieved party agrees, oot of 
brotherty lowe. In meeting that demand the culprit or his friends should equally be generous and recognise 
the good will of the other side. There should be to subterfuges, no bribes, no unseemly byplay: otherwise 
the whole intention of mercy and peace is love. 
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For Allah hears and knows 
(All things). 


But if anyone fears 
Partiality or wrongdoing'”” 
On the part of the testator, 
And makes peace between 
(The parties concerned), 
There is no wrong in him: 
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186. There are rules of course for the disposal of intestate property. But it is a good thing that a dying 


man or woman should, of his own free will, think of his parents and his next of kin, not in a spirit of injustice 
to others, but in a spirit of love and reverence fur those who have cherished him. He must, however, do it 
“according to reasonable usage”: the limitations will be seen further on. 


187. A verbal will is allowed but it is expected that the testator will be just to his heirs and not depart 


from what is considered equitable. For this reason definite shares were laid down for heirs later (see 4:11, etc.). 
These define or limit the testamentary power, but do not abrogate it. For example. amongst kin there are 
persons (e.g . an orphan grandson in the presence of surviving sons) who would not inherit under the intestate 
scheme, and the testator might like to provide for them. Again, there may be outsiders for whom he may 
wish to provide, and jurists have held that he has powers of disposition up to one-third of his property. But 
he must not be partial to one heir at the expense of another, or attempt to defeat lawful creditors. If he tries 
to do this, those who are witnesses co his oral disposition may interfere in two ways. One way would be to 
persuade testator to change his bequest before he dies. The other way would be, after death, to get the interested 
parties together and ask them to agree to a more equitable arrangement. In such a case they are acting in 
good faith, and there is no fraud. They are doing nothing wrong, Islam approves of every lawful device for 
keeping brethren at peace, without litigation and quarrels, Except for this, the changing of the provisions 
of a Will is a crime, as it is under all Law. 
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188. As it was prescribed: this does not mean that the Muslim fast is like the other fasts previously abserved, 
in the number of days, in the time or manner of the fast, or in other incidents; it only means that the principle 
of self-denial by fasting is not a new one. 


189. Thisverse should be read with the following verses, 185-188, in order that che incidents of the physical 
fast may be fully understood with reference to its spiritual meaning. 

The Muslim fast is not meant for self-torture. Although it is stricter than other fasts, it also provides 
alleviations for special circumstances. If it were merely a temporary abstention from food and drink, it would 
be salutary to many people, who habitually eat and drink to excess. The instincts for food, drink, and sex 
are strong in the animal nature, and temporary restraint from all these enables the attention to be directed 
to higher things. This is necessary through prayer, contemplation and acts of charity, not of the showy kind, 
but by seeking out those really in need. Certain standards are prescribed, but much higher standards are 
recommended. 


190. For journeys, a minimum standard of three marches is prescribed by some Commentators; others 
make it more precise by naming a distance of 16 farsakhs, equivalent to 48 miles. A journey of 8 or 9 miles 
on foot is more tiring than a similar one by bullock cart. There are various degrees of fatigue in riding a 
given distance on horseback or by camel or in a comfortable train or by motor car or by steamer, acroplane, 
or airship. In my opinion the standard must depend on the means of locomotion and on the relative resources 
of the traveller. It is better to determine it in each case according to circumstances, (R). 


191. Those who can do tt with hardship: such as aged people, or persons specially circumstanced. The 
Shaf'is would include a woman expecting a child, or one who is nursing a baby, but on this point opinion 
is not unanimous, some holding that they ought to put in the fasts later, when they can, 
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Ask thee concerning Me, 
I am indeed 
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187. Permitted to you, 
On the night of the fasts, 
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192. Judgement (between right and wrong): Furgan =the criterion or standard by which we judge between 
right and wrong. See 2:53 n. 68. 


193. The regulations are again and again coupled with an insistence on two things: (a) the facilities and 
concessions given, and (b) the spititual significance of the fast, without which it is like an empty shell without 
a kernel. If We realise this, we shall look upon Ramadan, not as a burden, but as a blessing, and shall be 
duly grateful for the lead given to us in this matter. 


194. These verses 186 and 188 are not foreign to the subject of Ramadan, but emphasise its spiritual 
aspect. Here we are cold of prayer and the nearness of Allah, and in 188 we are asked not to “eat up” other 
people's substance 
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195. Men and women are each other's garments: i.¢., they are for mutual support, mutual comfort, and 
mutual protection, fitting into each other asa garment fits the body. A garment also is both for show and 
concealment, The question of sex is always delicate to handle: here we are told that even in such matters 
a clear, open, and honest course is better than fraud or self-deception. The sex instinct is classed with cating 
and drinking, an animal thing to be restrained, bur not to be ashamed of. The three things are prohibited 
during the fast by day, but permitted after the fast is broken at night dll the next fast commences, 





196, There is difference of opinion as to the exact meaning of this, I would connect this as a parallel 
clause with the clause “eat and drink”, which follows, all three being governed by “until che white thread’, 
etc. That is, all three things must stop when the fast begins again in the early morning. Or it may mean: 
What is permitted is well enough, but seck the higher things ordained for you 


197. Those in touch with Nature know the beautiful effects of early dawn, First appear thin white indefinable 
streaks of light. in the east; then a dark zone supervenes; followed by a beautiful pinkish white zone clearly 
defined from the dark; after chat the fast begins. 


198. Till the night appears; From che actual practice of the Holy Prophet, this is rightly interpreted co 
mean:. “Till sunset” 


199. This verse refers to the known Islamic practice called 1'tzshkaf which means retreating to mosques for 
devotion and worship, The Prophet (peace be on him) used to retreat to the mosque during che last ten days 


of Ramad4n. [Eds.). 


200. I construe these limits as applying to the whole of the regulations about fasts, 
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201. Besides the three primal physical needs of man, which are apt to make him greedy, there is.a fourth 
greed in’ society, the greed of wealth and property. The purpose of fasts is not completed until this fourth 
greed is also restrained. Ordinarily honest men are content if they refrain from robbery, theft, or embezzlement 
‘Two more subtle forms of the greed are mentioned here. One is where one uses one's own property for corrupting 
others — judges or those in authority —so as to obtain some material gain even under the cover and protection 
of the law, The words translated “other people's property" may.also mean “public property’. A still more subtle 
form is where we use our own property or property under our own control — “among yourselves” in the Tex: 
for vain or frivolous uses. Under the Islamic standard this is also greed. Property carries with it its own 
responsibilities) If we fail to undermand or fulfil them, we have not learnt che full lessen of self-denial by fasts. 


202. There were many superstitions connected with the New Moon, as there are to the present day. We 
are told to disregard such superstitions. As a measure of time, where the lanar calendar is used, the New 
Moon is one great sign, for which people watch with eagerness. Muslim festivals, including the Pilgrimage 
are fixed by the appearance of the New Moon, The Arabs; among other superstitions, had one which made 
them enter their houses by the back door during or after the Pilgrimage This is disapproved, for there is 
no virtue in any such artificial restrictions. All virtue proceeds from the love andfear of Allab. 


203. This is a Muslim proverb now, and much might be written about its manifold meanings. A few 
may be noted here. (1) If you enter a society, respect its manners and customs. (2) If you want to achieve 
an Object honourably, go about it openly and not “by a backdoor” (3) Do not beat about the bush. (4) If 
you wish success in an undertaking, provide all the necessary instruments for it (Cf 5:25). 

The subject of the New Moon provides a good transition between the Ramadin fast, which begins and 
ends with the New Moon, the Pilgrimage, whose ten days commence with the New Moon, and the War which 
Islam had to wage in self-defence against the Pagans, who wanted to exclude them from the Pilgrimage after 
they had driven them out of house and home. 


204. War is permissible in self-defence, and under well-defined limits. When undertaken, it must be pushed 
with vigour (but not relentlessly), but only to restore peace and freedom for the worship of Allah. In any case 
strict limics must not be transgressed: women, children, old and infirm men should not be molested, nor trees 
and crops cut down, nor peace withheld when the enemy comes to terms; (R). 
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205. This passage is illustrated by the events that happened at Hudaybiyyah in the sixth year of the Hijrah, 
though it is not clear that it was revealed on that occasion, The Muslims were by this time a strong and influential 
community, Many of them were exiles from Makkah, where the Pagans had established an intolerant autocracy, 
persecuting Muslims, preventing them from visiting their homes, and even keeping them out by force from 
performing the Pilgrimage during the universally recognised period of truce. This was intolerance, oppression, 
and autocracy to the last degree, and the mere readiness of the Muslims to enforce their rights as Arab citizens 
resulted without bloodshed in an agreement which the Muslims faithfully observed. The Pagans, however, had 
no scruples im breaking faith, and it s unnecessary here to go into subsequent events. (Cf 5:2): 


in general, it may be said that Islam is the religion of peace, good will, mutual understanding; and good 
faith. But it will not acquiesce in wrongdoing, and its men will hold their lives cheap in defence of honour. 
justice, and the religion:-which they hoid sacred. Their ideal is that of heroic virtue combined with unselfish 
gentleness and tenderness, such as is exemplified in the life of the Prophet: They believe in courage, obedience, 
discipline, duty, and a constant striving by all the means in their power, physical, moral, intellectual, and 
spiritual, for the establishment of truth and righteousness. They know that war is an evil, but they will not 
flinch from ir if their-honour demands it and a righteous /mam (such as Muhammad was par excellence) 
commands it, for then they. know they are not serving carnal ends, In other cases, PA an ea 
their faith, except that it will always be regulated by its humane precepts, (R), 


206. Suppress faith: in the narrower as well as the larger sense. If they want forcibly to prevent you from 
exercising your sacred rites, they have declared war on your religion. and it would be cowardice to ignore 
the challenge or to fail in rooting out the tyranny. 


207. Justice and fasth. The Arabic word is Din, which is comprehensive, It implies the ideas of indebtedness, 
duty, obedience, judgment, justice, faith, religion, customary rites, ere. The clause means: “until there is Din 
for Allah.” 
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208. If the opposite party ceases to persecute you, your hostility ends with them as a party, but it does 
not mean that you become friends to oppression. Your fight is against wrong; there should be no rancour 


against men. 


209. Haram = prohibited, sacred. The month of Pilgrimage (Dhu al Hijjah) was a sacred month, in which 
warfare was prohibited by Arab custom. The month preceding (Dhu al Qa’dah) and the month following 
(Muharram) were included in the prohibition, and Muharram was specially called al Haram. Possibly Muharram 
is meant in the first line, and the other months and other prohibited things in “all things prohibited’ In Rajab, 
also, war was prohibited, If the pagan enemies of Islam broke that custom and made war in the prohibited 
months, the Muslims were free also to break that custom but only to the same extent as the others broke it 
Similarly the territory of Makkah was sacred| in which war was prohibited. If the enemies of Islam broke 
that custom, the Muslims were free to do so to that extent. Any convention is useless if one party does not 
respect it. There must be a law of equality. Or perhaps the word reciprocity may express it better. (Cf 9:2). 


210, At the same time the Muslims are commanded to exercise self-restraint as much as possible. Force 
is a dangerous weapon. It may have to be used for self-defence or self-preservation, but we must always remember 
that self-restraint is pleasing in the eyes of Allah. Even when we are fighting, it should be for a principle, 
not out of passion, 


211: Every fight requires the wherewithals for the fight, the “sinews of war.” Lf the war is just and in the 
cause of Allah, all who have wealth must spend it freely. That may be their contribution to the Cause, in 
addition to their personal effort, or if for any reason they are unable to fight. If they hug their wealth, perhaps 
their own hands are helping in their own self-destruction. Or if their wealth is being spent, not in the Cause 
of Allah, but in something which pleases their fancy, it may be that the advantage goes to the enemy, and 
they are by their action helping their own destruction. In all things, their standard should be, not selfishness, 
but the good of their brethren, for such good is pleasing to Allah. 
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212. See 2:158, n, 161, The Hajj is the complete pilgrimage, of which the chief rites are performed during 
the first twelve or thirteen days of the month of Dhu al Hijjah. The ‘Umrah is a less formal pilgrimage at 
any time of the year. In either case, the intending pilgrim commences by putting on a simple garment of 
unsewn cloth in two pieces when he is some distance yet from Makkah. The putting on of the pilgrim garb 
(thram) is symbolical of his renouncing the vanities of the world. After this and until the end of the pilgrimage 
he must not wear other clothes, or ornaments, anoint his hair, use perfumes, hunt, or do other prohibiced 
acts. The completion of the pilgrimage is symbolised by the shaving of the head for men and the cutting off 
of a few locks of the hair of the head for women, the putting off of the zhram and the resumption of the 
ordinary dress. 


Here we are told: (1) that having once undertaken the pilgrimage, we must complete it; (2) that we must 
do it not for worldly ends, but as a symbol of our service and worship to Allah; (3) that if we are prevented, 
for any reason, from completing the rites, a symbolical completion can be made by sending an offering for 
sacrifice; sacrifice would have been offered if we had been present personally; here we would send the sacrifice 
vicariously, and when it is likely to reach the place of sacrifice, we could then shave our heads and resume 
our ordinary dress and avocations. (R). 


218. If any one is taken ill after putting on the ¢hram, so that he has to pat on other clothes, or if he 
has trouble or skin disease in his head or insects in his hair, and he has to shave his head before completion, 
he should fast (three days, say the Commentators), or feed the poor, or offer sacrifice. 


214. When this was revealed, the city of Makkah was in the hands of the enemies of Islam, and the regulations 
about the fighting and the pilgrimage came together and were interconnected. But the revelation provides, 
as always, for the particular occasion, and also for normal conditions. Makkah soon passed out of the hands 
of the enemies of Islam. People sometimes came long distances to Makkah before the Pilgrimage season began. 
Having performed the ‘Umrah, they stayed on for the formal Hay. In case the pilgrim had spent his money, 
he is shown what he can do, rich or poor, and yet hold his head high among his fellows, as having performed 
all rites as prescribed. 
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215. There is disagreement among jurists whether residents of Makkah are allowed to make famattu’ or 
not. However, the four schools of law are agreed that sacrificial offéring is not obligatory for the residents 
of Makkah. [Eds]. 


_ 216, This closes the section about the duties of fighting and introduces the connected question of pilgrimage 
in a sort of transition, Fighting is connected with fear, and while it is meritorious to obey Allah, we are warned 
that we must not allow our selfish passions to carry us away, because it is in such times of stress that our spirit 
is tested, Verse 195 ended with a benediction for those who do good. This verse ends with a warning to those 
who take adyantage of Allah's cause to transgress the limits, for the punishment is equally sure, The next verse 
shows us the pitfalls we must avoid in a large concourse of people. 


217. The months well known: the months of Shawwal, Dhual Qa‘dah, and Dhual Hijjah(up to the 10th 
or the 13th) are set apart for the rites of Hajj, That is to say, the first rites may begin as early as the begin- 
ning of Shawwal, with a definite approach to Makkah, but the chief rites are concentrated on the first ten 
days of Dhual Hijah, and specially on the 8th, 9th and 10th of that month, when the concourse of pilgrims 
reaches its height. The chief rites may be briefly enumerated: (1) The wearing of the pilgrim garment (ihram) 
from certain points definitely fixed on all the roads to Makkah; after this the pilgrimage prohibitions come 
into operation and the pilgrim is dedicated to worship and prayer and the denial of vanities: (2) the going 
round the Ka’bah seven times (/awa/), typifying activity, with the kissing of the little Black Stone built into 
the wall, the symbol of concentration in the love of Allah; (3) aftera short prayer at the Station of Abraham 
(Q, 2:125), the pilgrim goes to the hills Safa and Marwah (Q. 2:158), the symbols of patience and perseverance; 
(4) the great Sermon (K hiithah) on the 9th of Dhiial Hijjah. when thé whole assembly listens to an exposition 
of the meaning of Hajj; (5) the visit on the eighth, of the whole body of pilgrims to the Valley of Mina (about 
six miles north of Makkah), where the pilgrims halt and stay the night, proceeding on the ninth to the plain 
and hill of ‘Arafat. about five miles further north, which is also called the Mount of Mercy; (6) the tenth 
day, the "Id Day, the day of Sacrifice, when the sacrifice is offered in the Valley of Mina, the head is shaved 
or the hair trimmed, the tawa/f al /fadah and the symbolic ceremony of casting seven stones at the Evil One 
is performed on the first occasion; itis continued on subsequent days; both rites are connected with the story 
of Abraham: this is the “/d al Adda; note that the ceremony is symbolically connected with the rejection of 
evil in thought, word, and deed. A stay of two or three days after.this is prescribed; these days are called 
Tashri qdays. (R). 
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218. It is recommended that pilgrims should come with provisions, so that they should not be compelled 
to resort to begging. But,.as usual, our thought is directed at once from the physical to the spiritual. If provisions 
are required for a journey on earth, how much more important to provide for the final journey into the future 
world? The best of such provisions is right conduct, which is the same as the fear of Allah. 


219. Legitimate trade is allowed, in the interests both of the honest trader, who can thus meet his own 
expenses, and of the generality of pilgrims, who would otherwise be greatly inconvenienced for the necessaries 
of life. But the profit must be sought as from the “bounty of Allah.’ There should be no profiteering, or trade 
“tricks.” Good honest trade is a form of service to the community, and therefore to Allah. 


220. About midway between ‘Arafat and Mina (see n. 217 to 2:197) is a place called Muzdalifah where 
the Holy Prophet offered up a long prayer. It has thus become a Sacred Monument and pilgrims are directed 
to follow that example on their return. A special reason for this is given in the note following, 


221. Certain arrogant tribes living in Makkah used not to go to ‘Arafat with the crowd but to stop short 
at Muzdalifah. They are rebuked for their arrogance and told that they must perform all the rites like the 


rest of the pilgrims. There is equality in Islam. 


222. See last note. Towards the end of the Pilgrimage the crowd is very great, and if any people loitered 
after ‘Arafat, it would cause great confusion and inconvenience: The pace has therefore to be quick for every 
one, a very salutary regulation. Every member of the crowd must think of the comfort and convenience of 


the whole mass. 
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223. After the Pilgrimage, in Pagan times, the pilgrims used to gather in assemblies in which the praises 
of ancestors were sung. As the whole of the pilgrimage rites were spiritualised in Islam, so this aftermath of 
the Pilgrimage was also spititualised. I¢ was required from pilgrims to stay on two or three days after the Day 
of Sacrifice, bur they must use them in prayer and praise to Allah. See 2:205 below. (R). 


224. If you hasten to get all the good things of the world, and only think of them and pray for them 
you would lose the higher things of the future. The proper Muslim attitude is neither to renounce this world 
nor to be so engrossed in it as to forget the spiritual future, 


225. Our spiritual account is mounting up, both on the debit and credit side. In worldly accounts, both 
our profits and our losses may be delayed. But in Allah's books there is no delay. Our actions go before us. 
(See 2:95. 0.100.) 


226: The Appotnted Days: the three days after the tenth, when the Pilgrims stay on in the Valley of Mina 
for prayer and praise. They are the days of Tashrig (see 2;200, n, 225), It is optional for pilgrims to leave 
on the second or third day. 
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227. The two comtrasted types of men mentioned in 2:200 and 201 are here further particularised> the 
glib hypocrite who appears worldly-wise but plans harm, contrasted with the sincere believer who is prepared 
co suffer martyrdom for his faith. The Commentators give names of people who exemplified these types. The 
mischief-maker has a smooth tongue and indulges in plausible talk with many oaths. He appears to be worldly- 
wise, and though you may despise him for his worldliness, you may not realise his frauds, Behind your back 
he is an implacable enemy. He stirs up quarrels, and causes all sorts of mischief to you or your friends. He 
can never win Allah's love, and we are warned against his tricks. 


228.. According to the English saying, “As you have made your bed, so you must lie in it” 


229. This second type of man--firm, sincere, devoted, willing to give his life for the faith that is in him ~ 
was common in early Islam. Such men were its pillars. Through persecution, obloquy, torture, threat to.their 
own lives or the lives of those dear to them, they nood by their leader and many of them gave their lives 
That is what established Islam. We are asked in the next verse to follow this type and shun the other or evil 
type, If we do that, our Cause is safe. 
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230. If you backslide after the conviction has been brought home to you, you may cause some inconvenience 
to the Cause, orto those who counted upon you, but do not be so arrogant as to suppose that you will defeat 


Allah's Power and Wisdom. The loss will be your own. 


231. If faith is wanting, all sorts of excuses are made to resist the appeal of Allah. They might and do 
say: “Oh yes! we shall believe if Allah appears to us with His angels in His glory!" In other words they want 
to settle the question their way, and not in Allah's way. That will not do. The decision in all questions belongs 
to Allah. If we are true to Him, we wait for His times and seasons, and do not expect Him to wait on ours. 


(Cf. 6:7-8 and 11:123) 


232. The Israelites under Moses were shown Allah's glory and many clear Signs and yet they went after 
their own ways, and preferred their own whims and fancies. So do people in all ages. But let them not deceive 
themselves. Allah's justice is sure, and when it comes, it will be strict and unmistakable to those who reject 


His grace. 


233.. Cf, 2:196 (end) where the question was of those who do not fear Allah, Here the question is of those 


who reject Allah's Signs 
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234. Allah's gifts in this world seem unequal, and sometimes those who get them seem to deserve them 
least. Allah's bounty is unlimited to the just as well as the unjust. In His wisdom He may give to whomsoever 
He pleases, The account is not taken now, but will be taken in the end, when the balance will be redressed. 
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285. Three questions arise in charity: (1) What shall we give? (2) to whom shall we give? and (3) how 
shall we give? The answer is here. Give anything that is good, useful, helpful, valuable. It may be property 
or money; it may be a helping hand; it may be advice; it may be a kind word; “whatever ye do that is good” 
is charity. On the other hand,.if you throw away what is useless, there is no charity in it. Or if you give something 
with a harmful intent, ¢.g., a sword to a madman, or a drug or sweets or even money to someone whom you 
want to entrap or corrupt, it is no charity but a gift of damnation. To whom should you give? It may be tempting 
to earn the world’s praise by a gift that will be talked about, but are you meeting the needs of those who 
have the first claim on you? If you are not, you are like a person who defrauds creditors: it is no charity. Every 
gift is judged by its unselfish character: the degree of need or claim is a factor which you should consider; 
if you disregard it, there is something selfish behind it. How should it be given? As in the sight of Allah; this 


shuts out all pretence, show, and insincerity. (Cf 2:263-267). 


236, To fight in the cause of Truth is one of the highest forms of charity. What can you offer that is 
more precious than your own life? But here again the limitations come in. If you are a mere brawler, or a 
selfish aggressive person, or a vainglorious bully, you deserve the highest censure. Allah knows the value of 


things better than you do. (Cf 2:245-244). (R). 


237. Prohibited Month: See 2:194, n. 209. 
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238. The intolerance and persecution of the Pagan clique at Makkah caused untold hardships to the 
Holy Messenger of Islam and his early disciples. They bore all with meekness and long-suffering patience until 
the Holy One permitted them to take up arms in self-defence. Then they were twitted with breach of the custom 
about Prohibited Months, though they were driven to fight during that period against their own feeling in 
self defence. But their enemies not only forced them to engage in actual warfare, but interfered with their 
conscience, persecuted them and their families, openly insulted and denied Allah, kept out the Muslims from 
the Sacred Mosque, and exiled them. Such violence and intolerance are deservedly called worse than slaughter. 


239. Gf, 2:19], 193, where a sirnilar phrase occurs. Fitnah =trial, temptation, as in 2:102; or tumult, sedition, 
oppression, as here; M.M-A., H.G.S., and M.P. translate “persecution” in this passage, which is also legitimate, 
secing that persecution is the suppression of some opinion by. violence, force, or threats. 
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240. Wine: Khamr; literally understood to mean the fermented juice of the grape; applied by analogy 
to all fermented liquor, and by further analogy to any intoxicating liquor or drug. There may possibly be 
some benefic imit, but the harm is greater than the benefit, especially if we look at it from a social as well 
as an individual-point of view, (Cf 5-90-91). 


241. Gambling: maysir: literally, a means of getting something too easily, getting a profit without working 
for it; hence gambling. That is the principle on which gambling is prohibited. The form most familiar to 
the Arabs was gambling by casting low by means of arrows, on the principle of a louery: the arrows were 
marked and served the same purpose as a modern lottery ticket. Something, ¢.g,, the carcass of a slaughtered 
animal, was divided into unequal parts. The marked arrows were drawn from a bag. Some were blank and 
those who drew them got nothing. Others indicated prizes, which were big or small. Whether you got a big 
share or a smal! share, or nothing, depended on pure luck, unless there was fraud also on the part of some 
persons concerned, The principle on which the objection is based is: that, even if there is no fraud, you gain 
what you have not earned, or lose on a mere chance. Dice and wagering are rightly held to be within the 
definition of gambling, (R). 


242, Hoarding is no use either to ourselves, or to any one else. We should use the wealth we need; any 
superfluities we must spend in good works or in charity 


248. Gambling and intemperance are social as well as individual sins. They may ruin us in our ordinary 
everyday worldly life, as well as our spiritual future, In case it is suggested that there is no harm in a little 
indulgence, we are asked to think over all its aspects, social and individual — worldly and spiritual 


244. For Orphans the best rule is to keep their property, household, and accounts separate, lest there 
should be any temptation to get a personal advantage to their guardian by mixing them with the guardians 
property, household or accounts~—also to keep clear of any ideas of marriage, where this fiduciary relation 
exists, Q 6:152 may possibly suggest complete separation, But it may be an economy and an advantage to 
the orphan to have his property and accounts administered with the guardian's property and accounts and 
to have him live in the guardian's household, or to marry into the guardian's family, especially where the orphan's 
property is small and he or she has no other friend. The test is; what is best in the orphan's interests? If rhe 
guardfan does fall into temptation, even if human law does not detect him, he is told he is sinning in Allah's 
sight and that should keep him straight. (Cf. 4:2) 
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245. The idea in Islam is not to make Allah's Law a burdensome fetter, but to ease a man's path in all 


kinds of difficult situations by putting him on his honour and trusting him. The strictest probity is demanded 
of him, but if he falls short of it, he is told that he cannot escape Allah's punishment even though he may 


evade human punishment, 
245-A. Literally “pagan”. 


246. Marriage is a most intimate communion, and the mystery of sex finds its highest fulfilment when 
imtimate spiritual harmony is combined with the physical link: If religion:is at all a real influence in life to 
both parties-or to either party, a difference in this vital matter must affect the lives of both more profoundly 
than differences of birth, race, language, or position in life. It is therefore only right that:the parties to be 
married should have the same spiritual outlook. If two persons love each other, their outlook in the highest 
things of life must be the same. Note that religion is nor here a mere label or a matter of custom or birth. 
The two persons may have been born in different religions, but if, by their mutual influence, they come to 
see the truth in the same way, they must openly accept the same rites and the same social brotherhood. Otherwise 
the position will become impossible individually and socially. 
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247, Adkan: hurt, pollution. Both aspects must be remembered, Physical cleanliness and purity make 
for health, bodily and spiritual. But the matter should be looked at from the woman's point of view as well 
as the man’s. To her there is danger of hurt, and she should have every consideration. In the animal world, 
instinct is a guide which is obeyed. Man should in this respect be better: he is often worse. 


248. Haythu: A comprehensive word referring to manner, ume, or place. [he most delicate matters are 
here referred to in the most discreet and yet helpful terms. In sex morality, manner, time, and place are all 
important: and the highest standards are set by social laws, by our own refined instinct of mutual consideration, 
and above all, by the light shed by the hignest Teachers from the wisdom which they receive from our Maker, 
Who loves purity and cleanliness in all things. 


249. Sex is nova thing to be ashamed of, orto be created lightly, or to be indulged to excess. It is as 
solemn a fact as any in life. It is compared to a husbandman’s tilth; it is a serious affair to him; he sows the 
seed in order to reap the harvest. But he chooses his own time and mode of cultivation. He does not sow 
out of season nor cultivate in a manner which will injure or exhaust the soil. He is wise and considerate and 
does not run riot. Coming from the simile to human beings, every kind of mutual consideration is required, 
but above all, we must remember that even in these matters there is a spiritual aspect. We must never forget 
our souls, and that we are responsible to Allah. 

It was carnal-minded men who invented the doctrine of original sin; Behold)! says the Psalmist, ‘I was 
shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me” (Psalms 51:5), This is entirely repudiated by Islam, 
in which the office of father and mother is held in the highest veneration. Every child of pure love is born 
pure. Celibacy is not necessarily a virtue, and may be a vice, 


250. Our highest spiritual ambition should be the hope of meeting Allah. To uphold such a hope is to 
give glad tidings to people of faith. It would only be unrepentant sinners who would fear the meeting. Note 
how the most sensuous matters are discussed frankly, and immediately taken up into the loftiest regions of 
spiritual upliftment. 
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251. The Arabs had many special kinds of oaths, for each of which they had a special name in their 
language. Some of them related to sex matters, and caused misunderstanding, alienation, division, or separation 
between husband and wife. This and the following three verses refer to them all. In 2:224 we are first of all 
told in perfectly general terms that we are not to make an oath in the namie of Allah as excuse for not doing 
the right thing when it is pointed out to us, or for refraining from doing something which will bring people 
together. If we were swayed by anger or passion or mere caprice, Allah knows our inmost hearts, and right 
conduct and not obstinacy or quibbling is what He demands from us. (Cf 66:2). 


252, It has been held that thoughtless oaths, if there is no intention behind them, can be expiated by 
an act of charity. (Cf 5:89). 


258. Verses 225-227 should be read together with verse 224. The latter, though it is perfectly general, 
leads up to the other three. 

The Pagan Arabs had a custom very unfair to women in wedlock, and this was suppressed by Islam 
Sometimes, in a fit of anger or caprice, a husband would take an oath by Allah not to approach his wife 
This deprived her of conjugal! rights, but at the same time kept her tied to him indefinitely, so that she could 
not marry again. If the husband was remonstrated with, he would say that his oath by Allah bound him. 
Islam in the first place disapproved of thoughtless oaths, but insisted on proper solemn intentional oaths being 
scrupulously observed. In a serious matter like that affecting a wife, if the oath was put forward as an excuse, 
the man is told that it is no excuse at al!. Allah looks to intention, not mere thoughtless words. The parties 
are allowed a period of four months to make up their minds and see if an adjustment is possible. Reconciliation 
is recommended, but if they are really determined against reconciliation, it is unfair to keep them tied indefinitely. 
(R). 
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254. Islam tries to maintain the married state as far as possible, especially where children are concerned, 
bur it is against the restriction of the liberty of men and women in such vitally important matters as love 
and farnily life: It will check hasty action as far as possible, and leave the door to reconciliation open at many 
stages. Even after divorce a suggestion of reconciliation is made, subject to certain precautions (mentioned 
in the following verses) against thoughtess action. A penod of waiting ( ¥ddaA) for three monthly courses is 
prescribed, in order to see if the marriage conditionally dissolved. islikely to result in issue. Burt this is not 
necessary where the divorced woman isa virgin: 33:49, Ic is definitely declared that men and women shall 
have similar rights against each other, 


255. The difference in economic. position between the sexes makes the man's rights and liabilities a litte 
greater than the woman's, Q. 4:34 refers to the duty of the: man to maintain the woman, and to a certain 
difference in nature between the sexes. Subject to this, the sexes are on terms of equality in law, and in certain 
matters the weaker sex is entitled to special protection. 


256. Where divorce for mutual incompatibility is allowed, there is danger that the parties might act hastily, 
then repent, and again wish to separate, To prevent such capricious action repeatedly, a limit is prescribed 
Two divorces (with a reconciliation between) are allowed. After that the parties must definitely make up their 
minds, either to dissolve the union permanently, ot to live honourable lives together in mutual love and 
forebearance —to “hold together on equitable terms,’ warinareet prclalhiststr teh nor grumbling nor evading 
the duties and responsibilities of marriage. 


257. Lf a separation is inevitable, the parties should not throw mud at cach other, but recognise what 
is right. and honourable on a consideration of all the circumstances, In any case a man is not allowed to ask 
back for any gifts or property he may have given to the wife. This is for the protection of the economically 
weaker sex. Lest that protective provision itself work against the woman's freedom, an exception is made in 
the next clause: 
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258. All other prohibitions and limits prescribed here are in the interests of good and honourable lives 
for both sides, and in the interests of a clean and honourable social life, without public or private scandals. 
If there is any fear that in safeguarding her economic rights, her very freedom of person may suffer, the husband 
refusing the dissolution of marriage, and perhaps treating her with cruelty, then, in such exceptional cases, 
it is permissible t give some material consideration to the husband, but the need and equity of this should 
be submitted to the judgement of impartial judges, £e , properly constituted courts. A divorce of this kind 
is called Ahul® 


259. Wrong (themselves as well as others): Zalimiin: for the root meaning of zulm see n. 51. 2:35. 


260. This is in continuation of the first sentence of 2:229. Two divorces followed by reunion are permissible; 
the third time the divorce becomes irrevocable, unal the woman marries some other man and he divorces 
her. This is to set an almost impossible condition. The lesson is: if a man loves a woman he should not allow 
a sudden gust of temper or anger to induce him to take hasty action. What happens after two divorces, if 
the man takes her back? See n. 261 to 2:251. 
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261. If the man takes back his wife after two divorces, he must do so only on equitable terms, 1¢ | he 
must not put pressure on the woman to prejudice her rights in any way, and they must live clean and honourable 
lives, respecting each other's personalities. There are here two conditional clauses: (1) ‘when ye divorce women, 
and (2) ‘when they fulfil their ‘Iddah." followed by two consequential clauses, ($) ‘take them back on equitable 
terms) or (4) ‘set them free with kindness” The first is connected with the third and the second with the fourth 
Therefore if the husband wishes to resume marital relations, he need not wait for Pddah. But if he does not 
so wish, she is free to marry someone else after Iddah For the meaning of /ddah we n. 254 above. 


262. Let no one think that the liberty given to him can be used for his own selfish ends. If he uses the 
law for the injury of the weaker party, his own moral and spiritual nature suffers. 


265. These difficult questions of sex relations are often treated as a joke. But they profoundly affect our 
individual lives, the lives of our children, and the purity and well-being of the society in which we live. This 
aspect of the question is reiterated again and again. 


264. Rehearse: dhthr. Cf 2:15) and n..156, We are asked to remember in our own minds, and to proclaim 
and praise, and be proudof Allah's favours on us. His favours are immeasurable; not the least are His Revelations, 
and the wisdom which He has given to us to enable us to judge and act up to His guidance, 
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265. The termination of a marriage bond is a most serious matter for family and social life. And every 
lawful device is approved which can equitably bring back those who have lived together, provided obly there 
is mutual love and they can live on honourable terms with each other. If these conditions are fulfilled, it is 
not right for outsiders to prevent or hinder reunion. They may be swayed by property or other considerations. 
This verse was occasioned by an actual case that was referred to the Holy Prophet in his lifetime. 


266. As this comes in the midst of regulations on divorce, it applies primarily to cases of divorce, where 
some definite rule is necessary, as the father and mother would not, on account of the divorce, probably be 
on good terms, and the interests of the children must be safeguarded. As, however, the wording is perfectly 
general, it has been held that the principle applies equally to the father and mother in wedlock: each must 
fulfil his or her part in the fostering of the child. On the other hand, it is provided that the child shall not 
be used as an excuse for driving a hard bargain on either side. By mutual consent they can agree to some 
course that is reasonable and equitable, both as regards the period before weaning (the maximum being two 
years) and the engagement of a wet-nurse, or (by analogy) for artificial feeding. But the mother’s privileges 
must not be curtailed simply because by mutual consent she does not nurse the baby. In a matter of this kind 
the ultimate appeal must be to godliness, for all legal remedies are imperfect and may be misused. (Cf 31:14). 


266-A. Le, in the case of divorce. (Eds.}. 
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267. The ‘Iddah of widowhood (four months and ten days) is longer than the ‘Iddah of divorce (three 
monthly courses. 2:418). In the latter the only consideration is to ascertain if there is any unborn issue of 
the marriage dissolved. This is clear from 33:49, where it is laid down that there is no Jddah for virgin divorcees. 
In the former there is in addition the consideration of mourning and respect for the deceased husband. In 
either case, if it is proved that there is unborn issue, there is of course no question of remarriage for the woman 
until it is born and for a reasonable time afterwards. Meanwhile her maintenance on a reasonable scale is 
chargeable to the late husband or his estate. 


With them except 


268. A definite contract of remarriage for the woman during her ptriod of Iddah of widowhood is forbidden 
as obviously unseemly, as also any secrecy in such matters. It would bind the woman at a time when she is 
not fitted to exercise her fullest judgement. But circumstances may arise when an offer (open for future 
consideration but not immediately decided) may be to her interests, and this is. permissible (R), 
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269. The law declares that in such a case half the dower fixed shall be paid by the man to the woman. 
But it is open to the woman to remit the half due to her or to the man to remit the half which he is entitled 
to deduct, and thus pay the whole. 


270, Him in whose hands ts the marriage tre: According to Hanafi doctrine this is the husband himself, 
who can ordinarily by his act dissolve the marriage. It therefore behoves him to be all the more liberal to 
the woman and pay her the full dower even if the marriage was not consummated, 
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271. The Middle Prayer: Al Salat al wusta: may be translated “the best or most excellent prayer.’ Authorities 
differ as co the exact meaning of this phrase. The weight of authorities seems to be in favour of interpreting 
this as the Asr prayer (in the middle of the afternoon). This is apt to be most neglected, and yet this is the 
most necessary, to remind us of Allah in the midst of our worldly affairs. (R). 


272. Verses 258-239 are parenthetical, introducing the subject of prayer in danger. This is more fully 
dealt with in 4:101-08, 


273. Opinions differ whether the provision (of a year’s maintenance, with residence), for a widow, is 
abrogated by the share which the widow gets (one-eighth or one-fourth) as an heir (4:12). I do not think it 
is. The bequest (where made) takes effect as a charge on the property, but the widow can leave the house 
before the year is out, and presumably maintenance then ceases. 
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274. We now return to the subject of Jihad, which we left at 2:214-216. We are to be under no illusion 
about it. If we are not prepared to fight for our faith, with our lives and all our resources, both our lives 
and our resources will be wiped out by our enemies. As to life, Allah gave it, and a coward is not likely to 
save it. It has happened again and again in history that men who tamely submitted to be driven from their 
homes although they were more numerous than their enemies, had the sentence of death pronounced on them 
for their cowardice, and they deserved it. But Allah gives further and further chances in His mercy. This is 
a lesson to every generation. The Commentators differ as to the exact episode referred to, but the wording 


is perfectly general, and so is the lesson to be learnt from it. 
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275. For Allah's cause we must fight, but never to satisfy our own selfish passions or greed, for the warning 
is repeated: ‘Allah heareth and knoweth all things’; all deeds, words, and motives are perfectly open before 
Him, however we might conceal them from men or even from ourselves. See 2:216. n. 236. 


276. Spending in the cause of Allah is called metaphorically “a beautiful loan™ It is excellent in many 
ways: (1) it shows a beautiful spirit of self-denial; (2) in other loans there may be a doubr as to the safety 
of your capital or any return thereon; here you give to the Lord of All, in Whose hands are the keys of want 
or plenty; giving, you may have manifold blessings, and withholding, you may even lose what you have, If 
we remember that our goal’is-Allah, can we turn away from His cause? (Cf 64:17 and 3$:180-18)). 


277, The next generation after Moses and Aaron was ruled by Joshua, whoocrossed the Jordan and settled 
the tribes in Palestine, His rule lasted for 25 years, after which there was a period of 320 years when the Israelites 
had a chequered history. They were not united among themselves, and suffered many reverses at the hands 
of the Midianites; Amalekices, and other tribes of Palestine. They frequently lapsed into idolatry and deserted 
the worship of the true God. From-time to time a leader appeared among them who.assumed dictatorial powers. 
Acting under a sort of theocratic commission from Allah, he pointed out their backslidings, reunited them 
under His banner, and restored, from time to time and place to place, the power of ‘Israel, These dictators 
are-called Judges in the English translation of the Old Testament. The last of their line was Samuel, who 
marks the transition towards the line of Kings on the one hand and of the later Prophets on the other. He 
may be dated approximately. about the llth century B.C. 


278. This was Samuel. In his time Israel had suffered from much corruption within and many reverses 
without, The Philistines had made a great attack and defeated Israel with great slaughter. The Israelites, instead 
of relying on Faith and their own valour and cohesion, brought out their most sacred possession, the Ark 
of the Covenant, to help them in the fight. But the enemy captured it, carried it away, and retained it for 
seven months, The Israelites forgot that wickedness cannot screen itself behind a sacred relic. Nor can a sacred 
relic help the enemies of faith. The enemy found that the Ark brought nothing but misfortune for themselves, 
and were glad to abandon it. It apparently remained twenty years in the village (garyaA) of Ya‘ arim (Kirjath 
jearim)>)1. Samuel, 7:2» Meanwhile the people pressed Samuel to appoint: them a king. They thought that 
a king would cure all their ills, whereas what was wanting was a spirit of union and discipline and a readiness 
on their part to fight in the cause of Allah, 


279. Samuel knew as @ Prophet that the people were fickle and only wanted to cover their own want 
of union and true spirit by asking for a king. They replied with spirit in words, but when it came to action, 
they failed. They hid themselves in caves and rocks, or ran away, and even those who remained "followed 
him trembling’: 1. Samuel, 15:6-7. 
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If ye were commanded 

To fight, that ye 

Will. not fight?” They said: 

“How could we refuse 

To fight in the cause of Allah, 

Seeing that we were tumed out 

Of our homes and our 
families?” 

But when they were commanded 

To fight, they turned back, 

Except a small band 

Among them. But Allah 

Has full knowledge of those 

Who do wrong. 









































247. Their Prophet said to them: 
“Allah hath appointed 
Talut*®® as king over you.” 
They said? “How can he 
Exercise authority over us 
When we are better fitted 
Than he to exercise authority, 
And he is not even gifted, 
With wealth in abundance?” 
He said; “Allah hath 
Chosen him above you, 
And_hath gifted him 
Abundantly with knowledge 
And bodily prowess: Allah 
Granteth His authority to whom 
He pleaseth. Allah is 
All-Embracing, and He knoweth 
All things.’ 
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248. And (further) their Prophet 
Said to them: “A Sign 
Of his authority 
Is that there shall come 
To you the Ark of the 
Covenant, **! 


SOs tol 


280, Talat isthe Arabic name for Saul, who was tall and handsome, but belonged to the tribe of Benjamin, 
the smallest tribe in Israel. His worldly belongings were slender, and it was when he went out to search for 
some asses which had been lost from his father's house that he met Samuel and) was anointed king by him. 
The people's fickleness appeared immediately after he was named. They raised all sorts of petty objections 
to him. The chief consideration in their minds was selfishness: each one wanted to be leader and king himself, 
instead of desiring sincerely the good of the people as a whole, as a leader should do. 





281. Ark of the Covenant; Tabiit: a chest of acacia wood covered and lined with pure gold, about 5 ft. 
x3 ft. x 3 ft. See Exod. 25:10-22. It was to contain the “testimony of Allah’, or the Ten Commandments 
engraved on stone, with relics of Moses and Aaron. Its Gold lid was to be the “Mercy Seat’ This was a sacred 
possession to Israel. It was lost to the enemy in the early part of Samuel's ministry: see n. 278 to 2:246. When 
it came back, it remained in a village for twenty years, and was apparently taken to the capital when kingship 
was instituted. It thus became a symbol of unity and authority, (R). 
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286. Note how the whole story is compressed into a few words as regards narration, but its spiritual lessons 
are dwelt upon from many points of view. The Old Testament is mainly interested in the narrative, which 
is full of detail, but says litedle about the universal truths of which every true story is a parable. The Qur'an 
assumes the story, but tells the parable, 

David was a raw youth, with no arms or armour. He was not known even in the Israelite camp, and the 
giant Goliath mocked him, Even David's own elder brother chided him for deserting his sheep, for he was 
a poor shepherd lad to outward appearance, but his faith had made him more than.a match for the Philistine 
hosts. When Saul offered his own armour and arms to David, the young hero declined, as he had not tried 
them, while his shepherd's sling and staff were his well-tried implements. He picked up five smooth pebbles 
on the spot from the'stream, and used his sling to such effect that he knocked down Goliath. He then used 
Goliath's own sword to slay kim. There was consternation in the Philistine army: they broke and fled, and 
were pursued and cut to pieces. 

Apart from the main lesson chat if we would preserve our national existence and our faith it is our duty 
to fight with courage and firmness, there are other lessons in David's story: (1) numbers do not count, but 
faith, determination and the blessing of Allah; (2) size and strength are of no avail against truth, courage, 
and careful planning; (3) the hero tries his own weapons, and those that are available to him at the time 
and place, even though people may laugh at him; (4) if Allah is with us, the enemy's weapon may become 
an instrument of his own destruction; (5) personality conquers all dangers, and puts heart into our own wavering 
friends; (6) pure faith brings Allah's reward, which may take many forms: in David's case it was Power, Wisdom, 
and other gifts; see next note. 


287. David was not only a shepherd, a warrior, a king, a wise man, and a prophet, but was also endowed 
with the gifts of poetry and music. (R). 


288. Allah's plan is universal. He loves and protects all His creatures and His bounties are for all worlds 
(1:2 n.20), To protect one He may have to check another, but we must never lose faith that His love is for 
all in boundless measure. (Cf. 22:40), 
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286. Note how the whole story is compressed into a few words as regards narration, but its spiritual lessons 
are dwelt upon from many points of view. The Old Testament is mainly interested in the narrative, which 
is full of detail, but says litedle about the universal truths of which every true story is a parable. The Qur'an 
assumes the story, but tells the parable, 

David was a raw youth, with no arms or armour. He was not known even in the Israelite camp, and the 
giant Goliath mocked him, Even David's own elder brother chided him for deserting his sheep, for he was 
a poor shepherd lad to outward appearance, but his faith had made him more than.a match for the Philistine 
hosts. When Saul offered his own armour and arms to David, the young hero declined, as he had not tried 
them, while his shepherd's sling and staff were his well-tried implements. He picked up five smooth pebbles 
on the spot from the'stream, and used his sling to such effect that he knocked down Goliath. He then used 
Goliath's own sword to slay kim. There was consternation in the Philistine army: they broke and fled, and 
were pursued and cut to pieces. 

Apart from the main lesson chat if we would preserve our national existence and our faith it is our duty 
to fight with courage and firmness, there are other lessons in David's story: (1) numbers do not count, but 
faith, determination and the blessing of Allah; (2) size and strength are of no avail against truth, courage, 
and careful planning; (3) the hero tries his own weapons, and those that are available to him at the time 
and place, even though people may laugh at him; (4) if Allah is with us, the enemy's weapon may become 
an instrument of his own destruction; (5) personality conquers all dangers, and puts heart into our own wavering 
friends; (6) pure faith brings Allah's reward, which may take many forms: in David's case it was Power, Wisdom, 
and other gifts; see next note. 


287. David was not only a shepherd, a warrior, a king, a wise man, and a prophet, but was also endowed 
with the gifts of poetry and music. (R). 


288. Allah's plan is universal. He loves and protects all His creatures and His bounties are for all worlds 
(1:2 n.20), To protect one He may have to check another, but we must never lose faith that His love is for 
all in boundless measure. (Cf. 22:40), 
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C. 52,.— Who can describe the nature of Allah? 
(2:254-283.) The Living, the Eternal: His Throne 
Extends over worlds and worlds 
That no imagination can compass, 
His truth is clear as daylight; how 
Can compulsion advance religion? 
The keys of Life and Death, and the mysteries 
Of everything around us, are in His hands, 
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289. Different gifts and different modes of procedure are prescribed to Allah's Messengers in different 
ages; and perhaps their degrees are different though it is not for mortals, with our imperfect knowledge. to 
make any difference between one and another of Allah's Messengers (2:136). As this winds up the argument 
about fighting, three illustrations are given from the past, how it affected Allah's Messengers. To Moses Allah 
spoke directly» he led his men for forty years through the wilderness, mainly fighting against the unbelief of 
his own people; he organised them to fighe with the sword for Palestine; but was raised to Allah's mercy before 
his enterprise ripened, and it fell to Joshua to carry out his plan. David, though a mere shepherd boy, was 
chosen: by Allah. He overthrew the greatest warrior of his time, became a king, and waged successful wars, 
being also a prophet, a poet, and musician. Jesus was “strengthened with the Holy Spirit": he was given no 
weapons to fight, and his mission was of a more limited: character. In Muhammad's mission these and other 
characters were combined. Genter than Jesus, he organised on a vaster scale than Moses, and from Madinah 
he ruled and gave laws, and the Quran has a vaster scope than the Psalms of David. (Cf 2:285). 


290. Moses: see note above. 


-29). There is a tworfold sense: they were raisedto high posts of honour, and they rose by degrees, I take 
the reference to be to David 


292. Cf 2:87; Seeony 40) 10,3:62. 
292-A. “Holy Spirit,” according to commentators signifies Gabriel. [Eds.] 


298. If some power of choice was to be given to man, his selfishness inevitably caused divisions. It must 
not be supposed that it frustrates Allah's Plan. He carries it out as He will 
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Our duty then is to seek the path 

Of goodness, kindness, upright 

Conduct and Charity—to grasp 

At no advantage from a brother's need, 
To stand by the word that is pledged, 

To bear true witness, and remove all cause 
Of misunderstandings in our dealings 

As between man and man. 
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294. Spend, t.¢.. give away in charity, or employ in good works, but do not hoard. Good works would 
in Islam include everything that advances the good of one that is in need whether a neighbour or a stranger, 
or that advances the good of the community, or even the good of the person himself to whom Allah has given 
the bounty. But it must be real good and there should be no admixture of baser motives, such as vainglory, 
or false indulgence, or encouragement of idleness, or playing off one person against another. The bounties 
include mental and spiritual gifts as well as wealth and material gifts. 


295, Cf. 223 and 2:48. 


296. This is Ayat al Kursi, the “Verse of the Throne”. Who can translate its glorious meaning, or reproduce 
the rhythm of its well-chosen and comprehensive words? Even in the original Arabic the meaning seems to 
be greater than can be expressed in words. 

The attributes of Allah are different from anything we know in our present world: He lives, but His life 
is self-subsisting and eternal: it does not depend upon other beings and is not limited to time and space. Perhaps 
the attribute of Qayyim includes not only the idea of “Self-subsisting™ but also the idea of “Keeping up and 
maintaining all life” His life being the source and constant support of all derived forms of life. Perfect life 
is perfect activity, in contrast to the imperfect life which we see around us, which is not only subject to death 
but to the need for rest or slowed-down activity, (something which is between activity and sleep, for which 
1, in common with other translators, have used the word “slumber”) and the need for full sleep itself. But 
Allah has no need for rest or sleep. His activity, like His life, is perfect and self-subsisting. Contrast with this 
the expression used in Psalms 78:65: “Then the Lord awaked as one out of sleep, and like a mighty man that 
shouteth by reason of wine’ (Cf 20:109-110). (R). 
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297. After we realise that His Life is absolute Life, His Being is absolute Being, while others are contingent 
and evanescent, our ideas of heaven and earth vanish like shadows. What is behind that shadow is He. Such 
reality as our heavens and our earth possess is a reflection of His absolute Reality. The pantheist places the 
wrong accent when he says that everything is He. The truth is better expressed when we say that everything 
is His. How then can any creatures stand before Him as of right, and claim to intercede for a fellow-creature? 
In the first place both are His, and He cares as much for one as for the other In the second place, they are 
both dependent on His will and command. But He in His Wisdom and Plan may grade His creatures and 
give one superiority over another, Then by His will and permission such a one may intercede or help according 
to the laws and duties laid on him. Allah's knowledge is absolute, and is not conditioned by Time or Space. 
To us, His creatures, these conditions always apply. His knowledge and our knowledge are therefore in different 
categories, and our knowledge only gets some reflection of Reality when it accords with His Will and Plan. 
(Cf. 20:110). 


298. Throne: seat, power, knowledge, symbol of authority. In our thoughts we exhaust everything when 
we say “the heavens and the earth”. Well, then, in everything is the working of Allah's power, and will, and 
authority. Everything of course includes spiritual things as well as things of sense. (R). 


299, A life of activity that is imperfect or relative would not only need rest for carrying on its own activities, 
but would be in need of double rest when it has to look after and guard, or cherish, or help other activities. 
In contrast with this is the Absolute Life, which is free from any such need or contingency. For it is supreme 
above anything that we can conceive. 


$00. Compulsion is incompatible with religion: because (1) religion depends upon faith and will, and 
these would be meaningless if induced by force; (2) Truth and Error have been so clearly shown up by the 
mercy of Allah that there should be no doubt in the minds of any persons of good will as to the fundamentals 
of faith; (3) Allah's protection is continuous, and His Plan is always to lead us from the depths of darkness 
into the clearest light. 


301. Handhold: something which the hands can grasp for safety in a moment of danger. It may be a 
loop or @ handle, or anchor. If it is without flaw, so that there is no danger of breaking, our safety is absolutely 
assured so long as we hold fast to it. Our safety then depends on our own will and faith: Allah's help and 
protection will always be unfailing if we hold firmly to Allah and trust in Him. (Cf 21:52), 
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And Allah heareth 
And knoweth all things. 


Allah is the Protector 

Of those who have faith: 
From the depths of darkness 
He will lead them forth 
Into light. Of those 

Who reject faith the patrons 
Are the Evil Ones: from light 
They will lead them forth 
Into the depths of darkness. 
They will be Companions 
Of the fire, ‘to dwell therein 
(Forever). 


SECTION 35. 


Fast thou not 

Turned thy vision to one 

Who disputed with Abraham'® 
About his “Lord, because 

Allah had granted him 

Power? Abraham said: 

“My Lord is He Who 

Giveth life and death.” 

He said: “I give life and death.” 
Said Abraham: “But it is Allah 
That causeth the ‘sun 

To rise from the East: 

Do thou then cause him 

To rise from the West?” 

Thus was he confounded 

Who (in arrogance) rejected 
Faith. Nor doth Allah 

Give guidance 


jae -cuauD 


FAN. Zp Sal Gomp 
s idee + ps od 


BF tet operat 


“ 


- 


Lalit SIT oll 


4 Tsk 4 o - 
UNS SSB ee 


ani SE AIS ST 


SEV 





$02. The three verses 258-260 have been the subject of much controversy as to the exact meaning to be 


attached to the incidents:and the precise persons alluded to, whose names are not mentioned. In such matters, 
where the Quran has given no names andthe Holy Prophet has himself given no indication, it seems to me 
useless to speculate, and still worse to put forward positive opinions. In questions of learning, speculations 
are often interesting. Bur it seems to me that the meaning of the Qur'an is so wide and universal that we 
are in danger of missing the real and eternal meanmgoif we goon disputing about minor points: All three 
incidents aresuch as may happen again and again an any prophet’s lifeuume, and be seen in impersonal vision 
at any time. Here they are connected with Al Mustafits vision\as shown by the opening words of verse 258. (R). 
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508. The first point illustrated is the pride of power, and the impotence of human power as against Allah's 
power The person who disputed with Abraham may have been Nimrod or some ruler in Babylonia, or indeed 
elsewhere. I name Babylonia as it was the original home of Abraham (Ur of the Chaldees), and Babylon prided 
herself on her arts and sciences in the ancient world. Science can do many wonderful things; it could then; 
it can now. Buc the mystery of Life baffled science then, as it continues to baffle science now, after many 
centuries of progress. Abraham had faith, and referred back everything to the true Cause of Causes. A sceptical 
ruler might jestingly say: “I have the power of life and death.’ A man of science might say: “We have investigated 
the laws oft life and death:’ Different kinds.of powers lie in the hands of kings and men of knowledge. The 
claim in both cases is true in a very limited sense, But Abraham confounded the claimer by going back to 
fundamentals, “If you had the ultimate power, why could you not make the sun rise from the West?” 


304. This incident is referred variously (1) to Ezekiel's vision of dry bones (Ezekiel, $7:1:10); (2) to Nehemiah's 
visit to Jerusalem in ruins after the Captivity, and to its rebuilding (Nehemiah, 2: 11-20): and (3) to ‘Uzayr, 
or Ezra, or Esdras, the scribe, priest, and reformer, who was sent by the Persian King after the Captivity to 
Jerusalem, and about whom there are many Jewish legends. As to (1), there are only four words in this verse 
about bones. As to (2) and (3), there is nothing specific to connect this verse with either. The wording is perfectly 
general, and We must understand it as general. I think it does refer not only to individual, but to national 
death and resurrection. 


405. A man is in despair when he sees the destruction of a whole people, city, or civilisation. But Allah 
can cause resurrection as He has done many times in history, and as He will-dosat the final Resurrection. 
Time is nothing before Allah, The doubter thinks that he has been dead or “tarried thus’ « day or less when 
the period has been sa century. On the other hand, the food and drink which he left behind is intact, and 
as fresh as it was when he left it. But the donkey is nov only dead; but nothing but bones is-left of at, And 
before the man's eyes, the bones are reunited, clothed with flesh and blood, and ‘restored to life, Moral: (1) 
Time is nothing to Allah; (2) I: affects different things in different ways; (3) The keys of life and death are 
in Allah's hands; (4) Man’s power ‘is nothing; his faith should be in Allah. 
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When this. was shown clearly 
To him, he said: “I know 
That Allah hath power 
Over all things.” 


Behold! Abraham said: 

“My Lord! Show me how 

Thou givest life to the dead.’"*** 
He said: “Dost thou not 

Then believe?” He said: 

“Yea! but to satisfy 

My own understanding.’ 

He said: “Take four birds; 
Tame them to turn to thee; 
Put a portion®™ of them 

On every hill, and call to them; 
They will come to thee, 
(Flying) with speed. 

Then know that Allah 

Is Exalted.in Power, Wise.’ 


260. 


SECTION 36. 


The parable of those 

Who spend their substance 

In the way of Allah is that 
Of a grain of corn: it groweth 
Seven ears, and each ear 
Hath a hundred grains. 

Allah giveth manifold increase 
To whom He pleaseth: 

And Allah careth for all 

And He knoweth all things. 


261. 


Those who spend 

Their substance in the cause 
Of Allah, and follow not up 
Their gifts with reminders 
Of their generosity 


262. 
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$06, Verse’258, we saw, illustrated Allah's power over Life and Death, contrasted with man’s vain boasts 
or imaginings. Verse 259 illustrated how Time is immaterial to Allah's workings; things; individuals and nations 
are subject to laws of life and death, which are under Allah's complete control, however much we may be 
misled by appearances. (R) ; 


307. Abraham had complete faith in Allah's power, but he wanted, with Allah's permission, to give an 


explanation of that faith to his own heart and mind 


Where I have translated “satisfy my own understanding” 


the literal translation would be "satisfy my own heart.” 


308. A: portion of them: juz an The Commentators understand this to mean that the birds were to be 
cut up and pieces of them were to be put on the hills. The cutting up or killing is not mentioned, but they 
say that it is implied by an ellipsis, as the question is how Allah gives life to the dead. (R): 
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$09. A very high standard is set for charity, (1) It must be in the way of Allah. (2), lt must expec: no 
reward in this world. (3) It must not be followed by references or reminders to the act of charity. (4) Still 
jess should any annoyance of injury be caused to the recipient. ¢g . by boasting that the giver relieved the 
person in the hour of need. Indeed, the kindness and the spirit which turns a blind eye to other people's faults 
or shortcomings is the essence of charity: these things are better than charity if charity is spoilt by cricks that 
do harm. At the same time, while no reward is to be expected, there is abundant reward from Allah~— material, 
moral, and spiritual — according to His own good pleasure and plan: If we spend in the way of Allah, it 
not as if Allah was in need of our charity, On the contrary our shortcomings are so great that we require 
His utmost forbearance before any good that we can do can merit His praise or reward. Our motives are so 
mixed that our best may really be very poor if judged by a very strict standard. (Cf 2:215 and 2:275-276). 


310. False charity, “to be seen of men.’ is really no charity. It is worse, for it betokens a disbelief in Allah 
and the Hereafter. “Allah seeth well whatever ye do” (2:265). It is compared to hard barren rock on which 
by chance ‘has fallen @ little soil. Good rain, which renders fertile soil more fruitful. washes away the little 
soil which this rock had, and exposes its nakedness. What good can hypocrites derive even from the little wealth 
they may have amassed? 
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Whatever ye do. 
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311. True charity is like a field with good soil on a high situation. It catches good showers of rain, the 
moisture penetrates the soil, and yet its elevated situation keeps it well-drained, and healthy favourable conditions 
increase its output enormously, But supposing even that the rain is not abundang, it catches dew and makes 
the most of any little moisture it can get, and that is sufficient for it. So a man of true charity is spiritually 
healthy; he is best situated to attract the bounties of Allah, which he does not hoard selfishly but circulates 
freely. In lean times he still produces good works, and is content with what he has. He looks to Allah's pleasure 
and the strengthening of his own soul. 


$12. The truly spiritual navure of charity having been explained in three parables (2:261, 264, 265) a 
fourth parable is now added, explaining its bearing on the whole of our life. Suppose we had a beautiful garden 
well-watered and fertile, with delightful views of streams, and a haven of rest for mind and body; suppose 
old age were creeping in on us, and our children were either too young to look after themselves or too feeble 
in health; how should we feel if a sudden whirlwind came with lightning or fire in its train, and burnt it 
up, thus blasting the whole of our hopes forthe present and for rhe furure, and destroying the result of all 
our labour and savings in the past? Well, this life of ours is a probation. We-may work hard, we may save. 
we may have good luck, We may make ourselves a goodly pleasance, and have ample means of support for 
ourselves and our children. A great whirlwind charged with lightning and fire comes and burns up the whole 
show. We are too old to begin again: our children are too young or feeble to help us to repair the mischief. 
Our chance is lost, because we did not provide against such a contingency. The whirlwind is the “wrath to 
come’: the provision against it is a life of true charity and nghteousness, which is the only source of true and 
lasting happiness in this world and the next. Without it we are subject to all the vicissitudes of this uncertain 
life. We may even spoil our so-called “charity” by insisting on the obligation which others owe to us or by 
doing some harm, because our motives are not pure. 


$13, Not strong (enough): duafa'u; literally weak, decrepit, infirm, possibly referring to both health and 
will or character. 
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$14. According to the English proverb “Charity covers a multitude of sins” Such a sentiment is strongly 
disapproved in Islam. Charity has value only if (1) something good and valuable is given, (2) which has been 
honourably carned or acquired by the giver, or (3) which is produced in nature and can be referred wo as 
a bounty of Allah. (1) may include such things as are of use and value to others though they may be of less 
use to us or superfluous to us on account of our having acquired something more suitable for our station in 
life: for example, discarded clothes, or an old horse or a used motor car; but if the horse is vicious, or the 
car engine so far gone that it is dangerous to use, then the gift is worse than useless; it is positively harmful, 
and the giver is a wrongdoer. (2) applies to fraudulent company-promoters, who carn great credit by giving 
away in charity some of their ill-gotten gains, or to robbers (even if they call themselves by high-sounding 
names) who “rob Peter 1o pay Paul”. Islam will have nothing to do with ainted property, Its economic code 
requires that every gain should be honest and honourable. Even “charity” would not cover or destroy the taint. 
(3) lays down a test in cases of a doubtful gain. Can we refer co it as a gift of Allah? Obviously the produce 
of honest labour or agriculture can be so referred to. In modern commerce and speculation there is much 
of quite the contrary character. and charity will not cover the taint. Some kinds of art, skill or talent are 
God-given: it is the highest kind of charity to teach them or share their product. Others are the contrary: 
they are bad or tainted. In the same way some professions or services may be tainted, if these tend to moral harm. 


315. The preceding note tries to indicate some of the things which are bad or tainted. We should not 
even think of acquiring them for ourselves, soothing our conscience by the salve that we shall practise charity 
out of them, 


316. Closed eyes imply disgust or connivance because of some feature which we would not openly 
acknowledge. 


$17. To dedicate tainted things to Allah is a dishonour to Allah, Who is independent of all wants, and 
Who is worthy of all honour and praise. (Cf 22:64) 
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Of thee (O Messenger), 





318. Good and evil draw us opposite ways and by opposite motives, and the contrast is well-marked out 
in charity. When we think of doing some real act of kindness or charity, we are assailed with doubts and fear 
of impoverishment; but Evil supports any tendency co selfishness, greed, or even to extravagant expenditure 
for show, or self-indulgence, or unseemly appetites, On the other hand, Allah draws us on to all that is kind 
and good, for chat way lies the forgiveness of our sins, and greater real prosperity and satisfaction. No kind 
or gencrous act ever ruined any one It is false generosity that is sometimes shown as leading to ruin. As Allah 
knows all our motives and cares for all, and has everything in His power, it is obvious whith courne @ wise 
man will choose Burt wisdom ts rare, and it is only wisdom that can appreciate true well-being and distinguish 
it from the false appearance of well-being. 


519. It is better to seek no publicity in charity. But if it is known there is no harm. If it a for public 
purposes, it must necessarily be known, and a pedantic show of concealment may itself be a fault. The harm 
of publicity lies in motives of ostemation, We can better reach the really deserving poor by quietly secking 
for them, The spiritual benefit ensures to our own souls, provided our motives are pure, and we are really 
secking the good pleasure of Allah. 
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520. In connection with charity this means that we must relieve those really in need, whether they are 
good or bad, on the right path or not, Muslims or otherwise. It is not for us to judge in these matters, Allah 
will give light according to His wisdom. Incidentally it adds a further meaning to the command, “Let there 
be no compulsion in religion” (2:256), For compulsion may not only be by force, but by economic necessity. 
In matters of religion we must not even compel by a bribe of charity, The chief motive in charity should be 
Allah's pleasure and our own spiritual good, This was addressed in the first instance to Al Mustafa in MadYnab, 
but it is of universal application. 


$21. See note to 2:112, Wayh means literally: face, countenance; hence, favour, glory, Self, Presence. 


$22. Indiscriminate acts of so-called charity are condemned as they may do more harm than good (see 
2:262). The real beneficiaries of charity are indicated. They must be in want, And the want must be duc 
to some honourable cause. For example, they may be doing some unpaid service, such as teaching, or acquiring 
knowledge or skill, or be in exile for their faith, or in other ways be prevented from seeking employment or 
doing strenuous work. “Allah's cause” must not be narrowly interpreted. All sincere and real service to humanity 
comes within the definition. Such men do not beg from door to door. It is the duty of those who are well-to-do, 
or the Public Purse, to find them out, (Cf 51:19). (R). 


$23. We recapitulate the beauty of charity (fe, unselfish giving of one's self or one’s goods) before we 
come to its opposite, #¢., the selfish grasping greed of usury against those in need or distress. Charity instead 
of impoverishing you will enrich you: you will have more happiness and less fear. Contrast it with what follows—the 
degradation of the grasping usurer. 
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$24. Usury is condemned and prohibited in the strongest possible terms. There can be no question about 
the prohibition. When we come to the definition of usury there is room for difference of opinion. ‘Umar, according 
to Ibn Kathtr, felt some difficulty in the matter, as the Prophet left this world before the details of the question 
were settled. This was one of the three questions on which he wished he had had more light from the Prophet, 
the other two being Khilafah and Kalalah (see 4:12, n. 518). Our ‘Ulam®, ancient and modern, have worked 
out a great body of literature on usury, based mainly on economic conditions as they existed at the rise of 
Islam. (Cf $:180). (R). 


$25. An apt simile: whereas legitimate trade or industry increases the prosperity and stability of men 
and nations, a dependence on usury would merely encourage a race of idlers, cruel blood-suckers, and worthless 
fellows who do not know their own good and therefore akin to madmen. 


$26. Owing to the fact that interest occupies a central position in modern economic life, and specially 
since interest is the very life blood of the existing financial institutions, a number of Muslims have been inclined 
to interpret it in a manner which is radically different from the understanding of Muslim scholars throughout 
the last fourteen centuries and is also sharply in conflict with the categorical statements of the Prophet (peace 
be on him). According to Islamic teachings any excess on the capital is rbd (interest). Islam accepts no distinction, 
insofar as prohibition is concerned, between reasonable and exorbitant rates of interest, and thus what came 
to be regarded as the difference between usury and interest; nor between returns on bonus for consumption 
and those for production purposes and so on. [Eds.]. 
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Creatures ungrateful 
And wicked. 


Those who believe, 

And do deeds of righteousness, 
And establish regular prayers 
And regular charity, 

Will have their reward 

With their Lord: 

On them shall be no fear, 

Nor shall they grieve.**’ 


® ye who believe! _ 

Fear Allah, and give up 

What remains of your demand 
For usury, if ye are 

Indeed believers. 


If ye do it not, 
Take notice, of war*** 


From Allah and His Messenger: 


But if ye turn back, 
Ye shall have 

Your capital sums; 
Deal not unjustly, 
And ye shall not 

Be dealt with unjustly. 


If the debtor is 

In a difficulty, 
Grant him time 
Till it is easy 

For him to repay. 
But if ye remit it 

_ By, way of charity, . 
That is best for you 
If ye only knew. 


And fear the Day 
When ye shall be 
Brought back to Allah. 
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$27, The contrast between charity and unlawfu| grasping of wealth began at 2.274, where this phrase 
occurs as a theme, Here the theme finishes with the same phrase. The following four verses refer co further 
concessions on behalf of debtors, as creditors are asked to (a) give up even claims arising out of the past on 
account of usury, and (b) to give cime for payment af capital if necessary, or (c) to write off the debt altogether 
as an act of charity, 


$28. This is not war for opinions, but an ultumatum of war for the liberation of debtors unjustly dealt 


and oppressed. 


‘ 
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$29. The first part of the verse deals with transactions involving future payment or future consideration, 
and the second part with transactions in which payment and delivery are made on the spot. Examples of the 
former are if goods are brought now and payment is promised at a fixed time and place im the future, or 
if cash is paid now and delivery is contracted for at a fixed time and place in the future, In such cases a 
written document is recommended, but it is held that the words later on in this verse, that it is “juster. more 
suitable as evidence, and.more conveniem to prevent doubts,” etc. imply that it is not obligatory in law. Examples 
of the latter kind—cash payment and delivery on the spot — require no evidence in writing, but apparently 
oral witnesses to such transactions are recommended. 


$30. The scribe in such matters assumes a fiduciary capacity; he should therefore remember to act as 
in the presence’of Allah, with full justice to both parties. The art of writing he should look upon as a gift 
from Allah, arid he should use it as in His service. In an illiterate population the scribe’s position is still more 
responsible. 


S31. Possibly the petson “thehtally deficient, or weak, or unable to dictate,” may also be incapable of 
making a valid contract, and the whole duty would be on his guardian, who again must act in perfect good 
faith, not only protecting but vigilantly promoting the interests of his ward, 


$32. It is desirable that che men (or women) who are chosen as witness should be from the circle to which 
the parties belong, as they would best be able to understand the transaction, and be most casily available 
if their evidence is required in future. 
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335. Commercial morality is here taught on the highest plane and yet in the most practica! manner, both 
as regards the bargains to be made, the evidence to be provided, the doubts to be avoided, and the dutics 
and rights of scribes and witnesses. Probity even in worldly matters is to be, not a mere matter of convenience 
or policy, but a matter of conscience and religious duty, Even our everyday transactions are.to be carried out 
as in the presence of Allah 


4 
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Fear his Lord. 


Conceal not evidence; Ly ses 44 455 Zod s Gear x, 
For whoever conceals it— 
His heart is tainted*** eal 


With sin. And Allah Poke ingle lil 
Knoweth all that ye do. 


C. 53.—Our honesty and upright conduct 

(2:284-286.) Are not mere matters of policy 
Or convenience: all our life in this world 
Must be lived as in the presence of Allah. 
The finest example of Faith we have 
In. the Prophet's life; full of faith, 
Let us render willing obedience 
To Allah's Will. Our responsibility, 
Though great, is not a burden 
Greater than we can bear; let us 
Pray for Allah's assistance, and He will help. 


SECTION 40. 
Bib pe er > fins 
284. To Allah belongeth all ny - a 9 SNE 

That is in the heavens id ; 
And on earth. Whether 2. Gi AS. “4 
Ye show what is in your minds A is Pan obs 
Or conceal it, Allah 3. 2-752 vs 
Calleth you to account for it. aS Pripr y Reales 
He forgiveth whom. He pleaseth, Hirt 3 535 
And punisheth whom He pleaseth. ess 





334. A pledge or security stands on its own independent footing, though it is a very convenient form 
of closing the bargain where the parties cannot trust each other, and cannot get a written agreement with 
proper witnesses. 


355. The Law of Deposit implies great trust in the Depositary on the part of the Depositor. The Depositary 
becomes a trustee, and the doctrine of Trust can be further developed on that basis. The trustee's duty is to 
guard the interests of the person on whose behalf he holds the trust and to render back the property and 
accounts when required according to the terms of the trust, This duty again is linked to the sanction of Religion, 
which requires a higher standard than Law. 


356. It sometimes happens that if some inconvenient piece of evidence is destroyed or concealed, we gain 
a great advantage materially. We are warned not to yield to such a temptation. The concealment of evidence 
has @ serious effect on our own moral and spiritual life, for it taints the very source of higher life, as typified 
by the heart. The heart is also the seat of our secrets. We are cold that the sin will reach our most secret 
being: though the sin may not be visible or open to the world. Further, the heart is the seat of our affections, 
and false dealing taints all our affections. 
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It gets every good that it earns, ELST GIS EXTUGI 
And it suffers every ill that it earns. 
(Pray:) “Our Lord! . 

Condemn us not 

If we forget or fall = 

Into error; our Lord! Fol ale JSS: 
Lay not on us a burden 

Like that which Thou 

Didst lay on those before us;**! 
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337. This Sirah started with the question of faith (2:3-4), showed Us various aspects of faith and the 
denial of faith, gave us ordinances for the new people of Islam as a community, and now rounds off the argument 
again with a confession of faith and of its practical manifestation in.conduct (“we hear and we obey"), and 
closes on a note of humility, so that we may confess our sins, ask for forgiveness, and pray for Allah's help 
and guidance. (Cf, 24:51). 


338, Of, 2:255, 0-289, It is not for us to make any distinction between one and another of Allah's Messengers: 
we must honour-them all equally, though we know that Allah in His wisdom sent them with different kinds 
of mission and gave them different degrees of rank. 


339, When our faith and conduct are sincere, we realise how far from perfection we are, and we humbly 
pray to Allah for the forgiveness of our sins. We feel that Allah imposes no burden on us that. we cannot bear, 
and with this realisation in our hearts and in the confession of our lips, we go to Him and ask for His help 
and guidance. (Gf. 24:51). 


840. Cf, 2233. In that verse the burden was in terms of material wealth, here it is in cerms of spiritual 
duty. Assured by Allah that He will accept from cach soul just such duty as it has the ability co offer, we 
pray further on for the fulfilment of that promise, (Cf 23:62), 


341. We mus not be arrogam, and think that because Allah has granted us His favour and mercy we 
have no-need to exert. ourselves, or that we are ourselves superior to those before us. On the contrary, knowing 
how much they failed, we pray that our burdens should be lightened, and we confess our realisation that we 
have ail the greater need for Allah's mercy and forgiveness. 

And so. we end the whole argument of the Sirah with a prayer for Allah's help, not in our own selfish 
ends, but in our resolve to uphold Allah's truth agains: all Unbelief, 


‘ 
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Our Lord! lay not on us 
A burden greater than we 
Have strength to bear. 
Blot out our sins, 

And grant us forgiveness. 
Have mercy on us, 

Thou art our Protector; 
Help us against those 
Who stand against Faith.” 
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APPENDIX I. 
The Abbreviated Letters (Al Muqattaat) | 


Certain Surahs have certain initials prefixed to them, which are called the “Abbreviated Letters.” 
A number of conjectures have been made as to their meaning. Opinions are divided as to the 
exact méaning of each particular letter or combination of letters, and it is agreed that only Allah 
knows their exact meaning. (R). 


Their presence is not inconsistent with the character of the Qur'an as a “plain book.” The 
book of nature is also a plain book, but how few can fully understand it? Everyone can get out 
of the Qur'an plain guidance for his life according to his capacity for spiritual understanding. 
As his capacity grows, so will his understanding grow. The whole Book is a record for all time. 
It must necessarily contain truths that only gradually unfold themselves to humanity. 


This is not a mystery of the same class as “mysteries” by which we are asked to believe against 
the dictates of reason. If we are asked to believe that one is three and three is one, we can give 
no intelligible meaning to the words. If we are asked to believe that certain initials have a meaning 
which will be understood in the fullness of time or of spiritual development, we are asked to draw 
upon faith, but we are not asked to do any violence to our reason. 


I shall try to discuss some of the probable meanings of any particular abbreviated letter or 
set of abbreviated letters on the first occasion on which it appears in the Qur'an. But it may be 
desirable here two take a general view of the facts of their occurrence to help us in appreciating 
the various views which are held about them. 


There are 29 letters in the Arabic alphabet (counting hamzah and alif as two letters), and 
there are 29 Stirahs which have abbreviated letters prefixed to them. One of these Sirahs (S. 42.) 
has two sets of abbreviated letters, but we need not count this Sirah twice. If we take the half 
of the alphabet, omitting the fraction, we get 14, and this is the number of letters which actually 
occur in the Muqatta at. 


The 14 letters, which occur in various combinations, are: 


Alif \ Qit d 
Hy c Kaf ~ 
RT 4 Lim J 
Sin ~ Mim é 
Sid ve Nin o 
Tr b HY = 
‘Ayn E YT s 


The science of phonetics tells us that our vocal sounds arise from the expulsion of the air 
from the lungs, and the sounds are determined by the way in which the breath passes through 
the various organs of speech, e.g., the throat (guttural), or the various positions of the tongue 
t6 the middle or front of the palate or to the teeth, or the play of the lips. Everyone of these 
kinds of sounds is represented in these letters, 


Let us now examine the combinations. 
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Three of these letters occur alone, prefixed each to only one Surah, The letters'and Stirahs are: 


S. 38 Sad ue 
S. 50 Qaf a 
S. 68 Nin o 


The combinations of two letters occur in ten Strahs as shown below, Three of therm occur 

only once each, but the fourth Ha, Mim ( @ ) occurs in seven consecutive Siirahs. 
Ss. 20 Ta’, Ha’ ab 

27 Ta’, Sin Un 

36 a, Sin ue , 

40 

41 

42 

43) Ha, Mtm = 

44 

45 

46 


SM _ Ge  MN  e IAM 


Note that S. 42 has a double combination of abbreviated letters, one of two followed by one 
of three. See under combinations of five. 


There are three combinations of three letters each, occurring as follows in 15 Stirahs: 
S. 2 
a 


nH 


nee Alif, Lam, Mim ai 


12 Alif, Lam, Ra i 


5 
: = Tx Stn, Mtm paula 
. 28 


Combinations of four letters occur twice, each only once: 
$7 Alif, Lam, Mim, Sad pani 
S. 18° Alif, Lam, Mim, Ra’ wall 


PPNARAARHRYRUA A 
—_ 
a 


Finally there remain the combinations of five letters, each of which occurs once only, as follows: 
S. 19 Kaf, Ha, Ya, ‘Ayn, Sad eas 
S. 42 Ha, Mim — ‘Ayn, Sin, Qaf ie ~ 
*Note that the three preceding and the two following Strahs have the triple letters Alif, Lam, 


Ra. 3a 
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In S. 42, the Ha’, Mim ( a& ) and ‘Ayn Sin, Qaf ( (ja&) are put in separate verses. From 
that point of view they may be considered two separate combinations. The first combination has 
already been listed under the group of two-letter combinations. 


This arithmetical analysis brings certain facts into prominence. I do not know how far they 
have a bearing on the inner meaning of the Muqattaat. 


The combinations of abbreviated letters that run in a series in consecutive Siirahs is noticeable. 
For example, Ha’, Mim ( a ) occurs in seven consecutive Stirahs from 40 to 46. The combination 
Alif, Lam, Ra’ ( (J) ) occurs in six consecutive Siirahs, 10 to 15, but in one of them (S. 13) is 
modified to Alif, Lam, MTm, Ri( ali) connecting it with the Alif, Lam, MTm ( alf_) series. The 
Alif, Lam, Mim ( all ) series covers six Stirahs. It begins with S. 2 and S. $ which are practically 
the beginning of the Qur'an, and ends with the four consecutive Sirahs, 29 to 32. I call S. 2 
and S. $ practically the beginning of the Qur'an, because S. 1 is considered a general introduction 
to the Qur’an, and the first Sipara or Juz"is commonly known as Alif, Lim, Mim, ( all ) the first 
verse of §. 2. The combination Ta’, Stn, Mim (aul) is prefixed to S. 26 and §, 28, but the inter. 
vening S. 27 has the combination Ta’, Stn, (jl ) which may be)considered.a syncopated form, 
or the three-letter combination Ta’, Sin, Mim ( pom ) may be considered an extended form of 
TW, Stn (usb). Again the question arises: does the MTm (¢ ) in Alif, Lim, Mtm ( all ) and 
Ha, Mim ( a& ), Tz, Sin, Mim ( puke ) stand for the same signification, or does it mean a 
different thing in each case? We may generalise and say that there are three series of six, and 
one series of three, and the others occur all singly. 


We should logically look for a common factor in the Siirahs bearing the same initials, and 
this factor should be different for Sirahs bearing other initials. In all cases where the abbreviated 
letters occur, there is some mention of the Qur'an or the Book. The /tq@n makes an exception 
in the case of three Stirahs: Al Ankabit (S. 29), Al Riim (S. $0), and Niin (S. 68). But a close 
perusal will show that these Siirahs are no exceptions. In 29:27 we have a reference to the Book 
remaining in the family of Abraham, and later on we have a whole Section, devoted to the Book, 
with special reference to the continuity of revelation in the previous Books and the Qur'an (29:;45-5}). 
In 30:58 there is express mention of the Qur'an, and the whole argument of the Sarah leads up 
to the intimate relation between Allah's “Signs” in nature ($0:20-27) and His revelation in the 
Qur‘an. In S. 48:52, the very first verse begins the theme from the Pen as the instrument of writing, 
exhorts Mustafa to stand forth boldly to proclaim the Message, and ends (68:52) with the declaration 
that it is a Message for all the worlds. (R). 


These are general considerations, which I have thought it most convenient to present in the 
form of an Appendix. 
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INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 3—AL ‘IMRAN 


This Sirah is cognate to Sirah 2, but the matter is here treated from a different point of 
view. The references to Badr Ramadan. A.H. 2) and Uhud (Shawwal A. H.-3) give a clue to 
the dates of those passages. 


Like Sirah 2, it takes a general view of the religious history of mankind, with special reference 
to the People of the Book, proceeds to explain the birth of the new people of Islam and their 
ordinances, insists on the need of struggle and fighting in the cause of Truth, and exhorts those 
who have been blessed with Islam to remain constant in Faith, pray for poem and maintain 
their spiritual hope for the future, 


The new points of view developed are: (1) The emphasis is here laid on the duty of the Christians 
to accept the new light; the Christians are here specially appealed to, as the Jews were specially 
appealed to in the last Sirah; (2) the lessons of the battles of Badr and Ubud are set out for 
the Muslim community; and (3) the responsibilities of that community are insisted on both internally 
and in their relations to those outside. 


Summary —Allah having revealed His Book, confirming previous revelations, we must accept 
it in all reverence, try to understand its meaning, and reject the base motives which make truth 
unacceptable to those who reject Faith. ($:1-20, and C. 54.) 


The People of the Book had only a portion of the Book, and if they reject the complete Book, 
the People of Faith must part company with them, and their day is done, ($;21-30, and C. 55.) 


The story of the family of ‘Imran (the father of Moses) leads us from the Mosaic Dispensation 
to the miracles connected with the birth of Jesus and his ministry, (3:31-63, and C. 56.) 


Allah's revelation being continuous, all people are invited to accept its completion in Islam, 
and controversies are deprecated. The Muslims are asked to hold together in union and harmony, 
and are promised security from harm from their enemies, and enjoined to seek friendship among 
their own people. (3:64-120, and C. 57.) 


The battle of Badr showed how Allah helps and upholds the virtuous, and how patience, 
perseverance, and discipline find their reward; on the other hand, the lessons of Uhud must be 
learnt, not in despair, but in the exercise of the higher virtues and in contempt of pain and death, 
(3:121-148, and C. 58) 


The misfortunes at Uhud are shown to be due to the indiscipline of some, the indecision 
and selfishness of others, and cowardice on the part of the hypocrites, but no enemy can hurt 
Allah's Cause. (3:149-180, and C. 59.) 


The taunts of the enemy should be disregarded, and sincere prayer offered to Allah Who 
would grant His servants success and prosperity, (3:181-200, and C. 60.) 


C. 54.— The Qur'an revelation has, step by step, 

(8:1-20.) Confirmed the Law of Moses and the Gospel 
Of Jesus. It is a guide from Allah, 
And appeals to reason and understanding. 
Let us understand it rightly, in reverence 
And truth, unswayed by those who reject 
Faith, and seeking ever the reward 
Of the pleasure of Allah, through firmness, 
Patience, discipline, and charity, and offering others _. 
The light which we have ourselves received, 
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Al ‘Imran (The Family of ‘Imran) ais =e 


In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Sissi a . 


Most Merciful. 
3. Alif Lam fitim. rar zi 0: 
Ber a ony eay Pate AS INI CD 


The Self-Subsisting, Eternal.*** 


“8. It is He Who sent down 
To thee (step by step), 
In truth, the Book, 

- Confirming what went before it; 
And He sent down the Law 
(Of Moses) and the Gospel*** 

(Of Jesus) 


KEE O 
Aram 
Ke SITS 


4. Before this, as a guide to 


mankind, 
And He sent down the Criterion*** SAT Tt 
(Of judgement between right and v ot whe 
oie wrong). 


Then those who reject 
Faith in the Signs of Allah 
Will suffer the severest 

: Penalty, and Allah 
Is Exalted in Might, 
Lord of Retribution. 


5. From Allah, verily 
Nothing is hidden 
On earth or in the heavens. 


6. He it is Who shapes you 
In the wombs as He pleases.*** 


c — Fier. o co Rt 
NES OS Ng aah sa sallye 





342. See note to 2:1 


$43. Cf 2:255. 


344. In some editions the break between verses 3 and 4 occurs here in the middle of the sentence, but 
in the edition of Hafiz "Uthm4n, followed by the Egyptian Concordance Fath al Rahman, the break occurs 
at the word Furgan. In verse divisions our classicists have mainly followed rhythm As the word Furgan from 
this point of view is parallel to the word /ntiqgam, which ends the next verse, I have accepted the verse-division 
at'Furgan as more in consonance with Qur'anic rhythm. It makes no real difference to the numbering of the 
verses, as there is only a question of whether one line should go into verse 5 or verse 4. (R). 


345. Criterion: Furgan: for meaning sce 2:55 n.,68. 


346. Who can penetrate the mystery of life when a new life is just being born, except Allah? The reference 
to the mystery of birth prepares us for the mystery of the birth of Jesus mentioned in 3:41 and the following verses. 
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There is no god but He, 
The Exalted in Might, 
The Wise. 


‘ He it is Who has sent down 

o thee the Book; 

In it are verses 

Basic or fundamental 

(Of established meaning); 

They are the foundation**’ 

Of the Book: others 

Are not of well-established 
meaning. But those 

In whose hearts is perversity 

follow 
The part thereof that is not of 
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Seeking discord, and searching Se eye ee 

For its hidden meanings, au) Yi resp ls5 

But no one knows if 

Its true meanings except Allah. 

And those who are firmly 
grounded*** 

In knowledge say: “We believe 

In the Book; the whole of it 

Is from our Lord:” and none 

Will grasp the Message 

Except men of understanding. 


zAaser eo. a0 


Ashetipld  Sopeui)ls 
Waeca bea Cale 
SUPA Sic; 


8. “Our Lord!” (they say), 
“Let not our hearts deviate 
Now after Thou hast guided us, 
But grant us mercy 
From Thine own Presence; 
For Thou art the Grantor ’ Si 
Of bounties without measure. ~ 


Sef oC LO LF + 


Lai tue 3} as bey ld sale nie ‘0. 


9. “Our Lord! Thou art He 
That will gather mankind 





$47. This passage gives us an important clue to the interpretation of the Holy Qur'an. Broadly speaking 
it may be divided into two portions, not given separately, but intermingled: wiz. (1) the nucleus or foundation 
of the Book, literally “the mother of the Book", (2) the part which is not of well-established meaning. It is 
very fascinating to take up the latter, and exercise our ingenuity about its inner meaning, but it refers to such 
profound spiritua] matters that human language is inadequate to it, and though people of wisdom may get 
some light from it, no one should be dogmatic, as the final meaning is known to Allah alone. The Commentators 
usually understand the verses “of established meaning” (muhkam) to refer to the categorical orders of the 
Shait'ah (or the Law), which are plain to everyone's understanding. But perhaps the meaning is wider: the 
“mother of the Book" must include the very foundation on which all law rests, the essence of Allah's Message, 
as distinguished from the various illustrative parables, allegories, and ordinances(Cf 11:1), (R). 


$48. One reading, rejected by the majority of Commentators, but accepted by Mujahid and others, would 
not make a break at the point here marked Wag/f Lazim, but would run the two sentences together. In that 
case the construction would run: “No one knows its hidden meanings except Allah and those who are firm 
in knowledge. They say”, etc. 
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Together against a Day about Bayer Zw 
aN which sods 4 sd 
There is no doubt; for Allah “ PS eS ee 
Never fails in His promise."*** NaS abe Y Za} 
SECTION 2. 

10. Those who reject Faith— arr POO ee <p Ses td zo} 'O) 
Neither their possessions 
Nor their (numerous) progeny M4 pee A 
Will avail them aught Esals MSG Yo ay! 


Against Allah; they are 


themselves Tac fee ner 
But fuel for the Fire. lla ame 

ll, (Their plight will be) myer {<2 é 
No better than that OF, adie & 
Of the people of Pharaoh,**° - Se 
And their predecessors: maticr ually 
They denied our Signs, f 

+? Af. -* 
And Allah called them to . ein (? SEast i955 
account 
For their sins, 5% ‘ 
For Allah-is strict SE si22 Of, 
In punishment. 

12. Say to those who reject Faith: Erber Gl ASA as 1 ¢ 
“Soon will ye be vanquished**! —v wy $ oO 
And gathered together a4 ang se FI ios Ay Ae 
To Hell—an evil bed aL IS 


Indeed (to lie on)! 


18. “There has already been 


For you a Sign in 3 Aol NI Olas 
In the two armies 





$49. This is the prayer of chose who are firmly grounded in knowledge. The more they know, the more 
they realise how little they know of all the depths of Truth in the spiritual worlds, But they have Faith. The 
glimpses they get of Truth they wish to,hold fast in their hearts, and they pray to Allah to preserve them from 
deviating even from what ighe they have got. They are sure of their eventual return to Allah, when all doubts 
will be solved. 


350° From the Reghisataper the world, sin, oppression, arrogance, and want of Faith have gone together. 
The Pharaoh of the time of Moses relied upon his power, his territory, his armies, and his resources to mock 
at Moses the messenger of Allah and to oppress the people of Moses. Allah saved the Israelites and punished 
their oppressors through many plagues and calamities. (R). 


351. As Moses warned the Egyptians, so the warning is here sounded to the Pagan Arabs, the Jews and 
the Christians, and all who resisted Faith, that their resistance would bein vain, Already the battle of Badr 
(referred to in the next verse) had been a warning how Faith must conquer with the help of Allah. The next 
few decades saw the Byzantine and the Persian Empires overthrown because of their arrogance and their resistance 
to the Law of Allah. 
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That met (in combat);** SAte roe 
One was fighting in the Cause MI IESE 3\=25)| 
Of Allah, the other DyP? goed gi 

Resisting Allah; these saw Pe ee apts te; 3; 


With their own eyes \ 

Twice their number.’ FCI 2 
But Allah doth support Ea creo pag “it endh—sts 
With His aid whom He pleaseth. 


In this is a warning al —' i. 5H AY 3) 


For such as have eyes to see.” 


14. Mair in the eyes of men . ~ yf 4 zy 777 
s the love of things they covet:*** kt ceusboss O, 
Women and sons; 


~“Caat SiS ceciy 

Heaped-up hoards 2 eS Ab SS Coos I=. 7) 
Of gold and silver; horses 
Branded (for blood and tad fall Ate 

excellence); os — 
And (wealth of) cattle ‘ - eer EINE ieee 
And well-tilled land. LEI SIGs irae 
Such are the possessions gis, . 
Of this world’s life; ex (aycoul axe ae E53 


But in nearness to Allah 


Is the best of the goals <i 4 2 
(To return to). ye Spain hs ails 
os 
15. Say: Shall I give you 2% ra +s et 44 % 
Glad tidings of things rN 4 Ae SS! b GD 
Far better than those? py eS%, OES tes. 
For the righteous are Gardens Se cg ce lia (S38 





352, This refers to the battle of Badr in Ramadan in the second year of the Hijrah. The little exiled 
community of Makkan Muslims, with their friends in Madinah, had organised themselves into a God-fearing 
community, but were constantly in danger of being attacked by their Pagan enemies of Makkah, in alliance 
with some of the disaffected elements (Jews and Hypocrites) in or near Madinah itself. The design of the 
Makkans was to gather all the resources they could, and with an overwhelming force, to crush and annihilate 
Muhammad and his party. To this end AbU Sufyan was leading a richly-laden caravan from Syria to Makkah. 
He called for armed aid from Makkah. The battle was fought in the plain of Badr, about 50 miles southwest 
of Madinah. The Maslim force consisted of only about 31S men. mostly ill-armed, but they were led by 
over a thousand and had among its leaders some of the most experienced warriors of Arabia, including Abi 
Jahl, the inveterate foe and persecutor of Islam. Against all odds the Muslims won a brilliant victory, and 
many of the enemy leaders, including Ab Jahl, were killed (Cf 30:40). (R). 


$53, It was impossible, without the miraculous aid of Allah, for such a small and ill-equipped force as 
was the Muslim band, to defeat the large and well-found force of the enemy. But their firmness, zeal, and 
discipline won them divine aid. Enemy prisoners stated that the enemy ranks saw the Muslim force to be many 
times larger than it was. 


354. The pleasures of this world are first enumerated: women for love; sons for strength and pride; hoarded 
riches, which procure all luxuries; the best and finest pedigree horses; cattle, the measure of wealth in the 
ancient world, as wel) as the means and symbols of good farming in the modern world; and broad acres of 
well-tilled land. By analogy, we may include, for our mechanised age, machines of all kinds — tractors, motor- 
cars, aeroplanes, the best internal-combustion engines, etc. etc. In “heaped-up hoards of gold and silver,” the 
Arabic word translated hoards is gandtir plural of ginfar, which literally means a talent of 1,200 ounces of 
gold. (R). 
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16. 


In nearness to their Lord, 
With rivers flowing beneath; 


urge “2 
Ga Gans 


Ai 


ey | Genes 


Therein is their eternal home; At AB 7% 

With Companions pure (and pes C3 
holy)*** By 1835, IN oe > 

And the good pleasure of Allah. AN 9 


For in Allah's sight 
Are (all) His servants — 


(Namely), those who say; 
“Our Lord! we. have indeed 
Believed: forgive us, then, 
Our sins, and save us 
From the agony of the Fi 


17. Those who: show patience, RCA ETE || 
Firmness and self-control;*** ac aoe: © 
Who are true (in word and deed); Beer YO e. 

Who worship devoutly; Saal, Sasi 
Who spend (in the way of Allah); it 
And who pray for forgiveness Sry SS, 
In the early hours of the a ew 
morning. **? oles L 

18. There is no god but He: ea ee gy) 
That is the witness of Allah, 3 ¢ 
His angels, and those endued igs hl ates “it 
With knowledge, standing firm*** a Laclé shall ish AK 
On justice. There is no god but He 
The. Exalted in Power “A 
The Wise: - LScit ies 

) re °4 <4 4 “76 
19. The Religion before Allah PIN af Le May Qo) 


Is Islam (submission to His Will): 
Nor did the People of the Book 





355..Cf. 2:25 and n. 44. 


356. Sabr (Sabirin) includes many shades of meaning: | have specified three here, 2#z,, patience, firmness, 
and self-control. See 2:45 and 2:15$ and notes thereon, 


$57. True servants of Allah are described in 3;16 and 17..They have faith, humility, and hope (3:16); 
and they. have certain virtues (3:17) viz,, (1) patience, steadfastness, self-restraint, and all that goes under the 
full definition of Sabr: this shows a certain attitude of mind; (2) in all their dealings they are true and sincere 
as they are also in their promises and words; this marks them out in social conduct; (3) further, their spiritual 
worship is earnest. and deep,.an inner counterpart of their outward conduct; (4) their worship of Allah shows 
itself in their love of their fellow-men, for they are ready and liberal in charity; and (5) their self-discipline 
is so. great that. the first. ching they do every morning is humbly to. approach their God. 


358. Allah Himself speaks co us through His revelations (through angels) and through His Creation, for 
all Nature glorifies Allah. No thinking mind, if it only judges the matter fairly, can fail.to find the same 
witness in his own heart and conscience. All this points to the Unity of Allah. His exalted nature, and His wisdom. 
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Dissent therefrom except Bacarteier yh: tee donee bese (Ft 
Through envy of each other,*®? meee le a)! tle ls awn \ 
After knowledge had come to Fe Sogiet&-.-- 
them. sl BASS 2 
But if any deny the Signs of Allah, ee AO a 
Allah is swift in calling to account. peter alo 
20. So if they dispute with thee, Beep ton hale c 
Say: “I have submitted Coll bad Dy 56> 
My whole self**® to Allah Bed een aed i 82 
And so have those QA 9 8 ean 
Who follow me.” 2 Zour e 4 cy 
And say to the People of the Book ae pst ene 
And to those who are unlearned:**! et dh CaN ta 
- . \ 
“Do ye (also) submit yourselves?” sihad aL. ose 
If they do, they are in right Pets Fest af oa ga f 
guidance, 4 pelea op 
But if they turn back, Act “<4 
Thy duty is to convey the Message; ie Sp Wi " 5 
And in Allah's sight "at na rf 
Are (all) His servants.** ae a 
C. 55.—If the people who received 
(3:21-30.) Earlier revelations confine themselves 
To partial truths, and in their pride 
Shut their eyes to the whole of the Book 
Of Allah, their day is done; 
Let the Muslims seek the society 
And friendship of their own, and trust 
In Allah, who knows all, and holds 
Every soul responsible for its own deeds. 
SECTION 3. 
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359. Baghyan; through envy, through selfish contumacy or obstinacy, through sheer contrary- mindedness, 
or desire to resist or rebel. Cf 2:90, and 2;2)3., 


360. Wayh: whole self. See n. 114 to 2:112 


$61. The People of the Book may be supposed to know something about the previous religious history 
of mankind. To them the appeal should be easy and intelligible, as all religion is one, and it is only being 
renewed in Islam, But the appeal is also made to the pagan Arabs, who are unlearned, and who can well 
be expected to follow the example of one of their own, who received divine enlightenment, and was able to 
bring new knowledge to them. A great many of both these classes did so. But the few who resisted Allah's 
grace, and actually threatened and persecuted those who believed, are told that Allah will look after His own. 


362. Note the literary skill in the argument as it proceeds. The mystery of birth faintly suggests thar we 
are coming to the story of Jesus. The exposition of the Book suggests that Islam is the same religion as that 
of the People of the Book. Next we are told that the People of the Book made their religion one-sided, and 
through the priesthood of the family of ‘Imran, we are brought to the story of Jesus, who was rejected by 
a body of the Jews as Muhammad was rejected by a body of both Jews and Christians. 


363. Right: haqq has many shades of meaning: (1) right, in the sense of having a right to something; 
(2) right, in the sense of straight conduct, as opposed to wrong; ($) truth; (4) 7 All these shades are 
implied here. 
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And slay those who teach ae | fae ca en ee ae 
Just dealing with mankind,** sid = 99 A = 15 —— 
Announce to them a grievous pole do 4 5B ‘e 


penalty. 


They are those whose works 
Will bear no fruit®® 


“In this world 


And in the Hereafter, 
Nor will they have 
Anyone to help. 


Hast thou not turned 
Thy vision to those 
Who have been given a portion*** 
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Invited to the Book of Allah, 
To settle their dispute, 


But a party of them 
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24. This because they say: 
“The Fire shall not touch us 
But for a few numbered days”;*** 
For their forgeries deceive them 
As to their own religion. 
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When We gather them together 
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364. Examples of the Prophets slain were: “the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood 
of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias, son of Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and the 
altar"; Matt. 25:35. Cf 2:6). n. 75. Again, John the Baptist (Yahya, noble, chaste, a prophet, of the goodly 
company of the righteous, 5:39), was bound, imprisoned, and beheaded, and his head presented to a dancing 
harlot: Matt. 14:1-1l (Cf 4:155). 


365, Cf 2:217, end. 


366. A portion of the Book. 1 conceive that Allah's revelation as a whole throughout the ages is “The 
Book". The Law of Moses, and the Gospel of Jesus were portions of the Book. The Qur'an completes the revelation 
and is per excellence the Book of Allah (Cf 4:44). 


367, The Commentators mention a particular incident when a dispute was submiteed by the Jews for 
arbitration to the Holy Prophet. He appealed tothe authority of their own books, but they tried to conceal 
and prevaricate. The general lesson is that the People of the Book should have been the first to welcome in 
Muhammad the living exponent of the Message of Allah as a whole, and some of them did so; but othen 
turned away from guilty arrogance, relying on corrupted texts and doctrines forged out of their own fancies, 
though they were not conformable to reason and good sense, 


368. Cf 2-80 
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Against a Day about which a ee ee 100 40 
There is no doubt, — us Mob99 tots ie 
And each soul will be paid out Bos Fee oe 
Just what it has earned, Syllny oe 9 EEE lS 


Without (favour or) injustice? 
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Lord of Power (and Rule), 7 
Thou givest Power SKA cde ot 
To whom Thou pleasest, es Al 3 
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From whom Thou pleasest: BOSE, 
Thou enduest with honour he , . 
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In Thy hand is all Good.*** 
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To gain on the Night;*7° sli Sg! > 
Thou bringest the Living be a 
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Without measure.’’’”? phe GAB GSS 3 





369. Another glorious passage, full of meaning. The governing’ phrase in it all is: “In Thy:hand is all 
Good.” What is th® standard by which we may judge Good? It is Allah’s Will. Therefore when we submit to 
Allah's Will, and real Islam illuminates us, we see the highest Good. There has been and is much controversy 
as to what is the Highest Good. To the Muslim there is no difficulty: it is the Will of Allah. He must ever 
strive to learn and understand that Will. But once in that fortress, he is secure. He is not troubled with the 


nature of Evil. 


370, True in many senses. In.every twenty-four hours, night merges into day, and day into night, and 
there is no clear boundary between them. In every solar year, the night gains on the day after the summer 
solstice, and the day gains on the night after the winter solstice. But further, if light and darkness are viewed 
as symbols of (a) Knowledge and ignorance, (b) happiness and misery, (c) spiritual insight and spirirual blindness, 
Allah's Plan or Will works here too as in the physical world, and in His hand is all Good 


$71. We can interpret Dead and Living in even more senses than Day and Night: death physical, intellectual, 
emotional, spiritual, Life and Death may also apply to collective, group, or national life. And who has ever 
solved the mystery of Life? But Faith refers it to Allah’s Will and Plan (Cf 10:31). 


$72. Again true in all the senses suggested in the two previous notes. The only Eternal Reality is Allah: 
All else has its basis and sustenance in Him. Lest our little minds create fear our of “nicely calculated less 
or more’) we are told at once that Allah's bounty is without measure or account. 
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C. 56. — Allah's truth is continuous, and His Prophets 
(3:31-63.) From Adam, through Noah and Abraham, 
Down to the last of the Prophets, Muhammad, 
Form one brotherhood. Of the progeny 
Of ‘Imran, father of Moses and Aaron, 
Sprang a woman, who devoted 


378. Uf Faith is a fundamental matter in our lives our associations and friendships will naturally be with 
those who share our faith. “Evil communications corrupt good manners”: and evil company may corrupt faith 
In our ordinary everyday affairs of business, we are asked to seek the help of Believers rather than Unbelievers, 
Only in this way can our community be strong in organisation and unity. But where there is no question of 
preference. or where in self-defence we have to take the assistance of those not belonging to our faith, thar 
is permissible. In any case we must not weaken our brotherhood: we must try to make it stronger if possible. 





Sirah 3: Al ‘Imran 135 » GMA yD 


Her unborn offspring to Allah. 

The child was Mary the mother of Jesus. 
Her cousin was the wife of the priest 
Zakariya, who took charge of Mary, 

To Zakariya, in his old age. was born 

A son Yahya, amid prodigies: 

Yahya was the herald of Jesus 

The son of Mary, and was known 

As John the Baptist. Jesus 

Was of virgin birth, 

And performed many miracles: 

But those to whom he came as)Prophet 
Rejected him, and plotted for his death, 
Their plots failed, for Allah's Plan 

Is above man’s plots. So will it be 

With Islam, the Truth from all cternity. 


SECTION 4. 
g te seed 528. 
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Follow me: Allah will love you i 
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Most’ Merciful.” aaahe 
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And His Messenger”: 
But if they turn back, 1 + Eats Sale 
Allah loveth not those we » oh 
Who reject Faith. jas 
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Of ‘Imran above all people — Je “3 a} 
34. Offspring, one of the other;?”* Sao alaw 3s 
And Allah heareth ack 
And knoweth all things. ae hoe “als 





374. The Prophets in the Jewish-Christian-Muslim dispensation form one family literally. But the argument 
is wider. All men of God form spiritually one family. If you love and obey Allah, love and obey His Messenger; 
your love, obedience, and discipline will be the test of your faith. 


Sirah 8: Al ‘Imran 136 


35. Behold! When the wife 


Of ‘Imran*® said: “O my Lord! 
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What is in my womb 

For Thy special’ service:*’* 
So accept this of me: 
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For Thou hearest 
And knowest all things.” 


36. When she was delivered, 
She said: “O my Lord! 
Behold! I am delivered 
Of a female child!"— 
And Allah knew best 
What she brought forth— 


sg AON ay 
“And no wise is the male 
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37. Right graciously 
Did her Lord accept her: 
He made her grow 
In purity and beauty; 
To the care of Zakarlya 
Was she assigned. 
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375. Now we begin the story of Jesus. As a prelude we have the birth of Mary and the parallel story of 
John the Baptist, Yabya the son of Zakariya. Yahyi's mother Elizabeth was a cousin of Mary the mother of 
Jesus, (Luke 1:36), and therefore John and Jesus were cousins by blood, and there was a spiritual cousinhood 
in their birth and career Elizabeth was of the daughters of Aaron (Luke 1:5), of a priestly family which went 
back to Aaron the brother of Moses and son of ‘Imran. Her husband Zakariya was actually a priest, and her 
cousin Mary was presumably also of a priestly family. By tradition Mary's mother was called Hannah (in Latin, 
Anna, and in English, Anne), and her father was called ‘Imran, Hannah is therefore both a descendant of 
the priestly house of ‘Imran and the wife of ‘Imrin,—‘a woman of ‘Imran’ in a double sense. 


$76. Muharrar=freed from all worldly affairs and specially dedicated to Allah's service. She expecied 
a son, who was to be a special devotee, a miraculous son of the old age of his parents, but Allah gave her 
instead a daughter. But that daughter was Mary the mother of Jesus, the chosen one among the women; 3:42 


377. The mother of Mary expected a male child. Was she disappointed that it was a female child? No, 
for she had faith, and she knew that Allah's Plan was better than any wishes of hers: Mary was no ordinary 
girl: only Allah knew what it was that her mother brought forth, 


378, The female child could not be devoted to Temple service under the Mosaic law, as she intended. 
But she was marked out for a special destiny as a miracle-child, to be the mother of the miracle-child Jesus. 
eee ee arene eee enn en There is a certain sense of pride in the girl 
on the part of the mother. 


‘ 
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38. 


39. 


40. 


Every time that he entered 
(Her) chamber to see her, 

He found her supplied 

With sustenance. He said: 

“O Mary! Whence (comes) this 
To you?” She said: 

“From Allah: for Allah 
Provides sustenance 

To whom He pleases, 

Without measure.’>”* 


There did Zakartya 

Pray to his Lord, saying: 

“O my Lord! Grant unto me 
From Thee a progeny 

That is pure: for Thou 

Art He that heareth prayer!'’**° 


While he was standing 

In prayer in the chamber, 
The angels called unto him: 
“Allah doth give thee 

Glad tidings of Yahya, 
Witnessing the truth 

Of a Word from Allah,**' and (be 
Besides) noble, chaste, 

And a Prophet— 

Of the (goodly) company 
Of the righteous.” 


He said; “Oh my Lord! 
How shall I have a son, 
Seeing I am very old, 
And my wife is barren?” 
“Thus,” was the answer, 
“Doth Allah accomplish 
What He willeth.” 
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$79. Mary grew-under Allah's special protection. Her sustenance, under which we may include both her 
physical needs and her spiritual food, came from Allah, and her growth was indeed a "goodly growth’ which 
i have tried to express in the text by the words “purity and beauty’. Some aprocryphal Christian writings say 
that she was brought up in the Temple to the age of twelve like a dove, and that she was fed by angels. 


380. The birth of Mary, the mother of Jesus, of John the Baptist, the precursor of Jesus, and of Jesus, 


the prophet of Israel, whom Israel rejected; occurred in that order chronologically, and are told in that order. 
They are all interconnected. Zakariya prayed for no ordinary son. He and his wife were past the age of parenthood 
Secing the growth of Mary, he prayed for some child from Allah, —‘from Thee, a progeny that is pure’. Perhaps 
he had adoption in his mind. Did he want to adopt Mary? To his surprise, he is given a son in the flesh, ushered 


in by a special Sign. (R). 


881. Notice: “a Word from Allah’, not “the Word of Allah", 


the epithet that mystical Christianity uses 


for Jesus. As stated in 3:59 below, Jesus was created by a miracle, by Allah's word "Be", and he was. 
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41. He said: “O my Lord! 


42. 


43. 


Give me a Sign!” 

“Thy Sign,” was the answer, 
“Shall be that thou 
Shalt speak to no man 
For three days 

But with signals. — 
Then celebrate 

The praises of thy Lord 
Again and again, 

And glorify Him 

In the evening 

And in the morning.” 


SECTION 5. 


Behold! the angels said: 
O Mary! Allah hath chosen 
thee 
And. purified thee —chosen thee 
Above the women of all 
nations. *** 


“O Mary! worship 

Thy Lord devoutly: 
Prostrate thyself, 

And bow down (in prayer) 
With those who bow down.” 


. This is part of the tidings 
Of the things unseen,**? 
Which We reveal unto thee 
(O Prophet!) by inspiration: 
Thou wast not with them 
When they cast lots 
With arrows,*** as to which 
Of them should be charged 
With the care of Mary: 
Nor wast thou with them 
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$82. Mary, the mother of Jesus, was unique, in that she gave birth to a son by a special miracle, without 
the intervention of the customary physical means. This of course does not mean that she was more than human, 
any more than that her son was more than human. She had as much need to pray to Allah as anyone else. 
The Christian dogma, in all sects except the Unitarian, holds that Jesus was God and the son of God. The 
worship of Mary became the practice in the Roman Catholic Church, which calls Mary the “Mother of God’. 
This seems to have been endorsed by the Council of Ephesus in 431 A-C., in the century before Muhammad 
was born to sweep away the corruptions of the Church of Christ. For ‘alamin as meaning all nations, see $:96, 
n. 425. 


383.° Things unseen: belong to a realm beyond the reach of human perception and therefore it would 
be unseemly to dispute or speculate about them. (R). 


384. Literally, reeds: aglam. For the Arab custom of casting lots with arrows, see 2:219, n. 241. 
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$85. Christian apocryphal writings mention the contention between the priests as to the honour of taking 
charge of Mary, and how it was decided by means of rods and reeds in favour of Zakariya. 


& ‘y : 
$86. Christ: Greek, Christos= anointed: kings and priests were anointed to symbolise consecration to their 
office, The Hebrew and Arabic form is Masih, 


$87. Nearest to Allah: Mugarrabin, Cf 56:11. 


$88. The ministry of Jesus lasted only about three years. from 30 to $3 years of his age, when in the eyes 
of his enemies he was crucified. But the Gospel of Luke (2:46) describes him as disputing with the doctors 
in the Temple at the age of 12, and even earlier, as a child, he was “strong in spirit, filled with wisdom" (Luke 
2:40).Some apocryphal Gospels describe him as preaching from infancy. 


$89. She was addressed by angels, who gave her Allah's message. In reply she speaks as to Allah. In reply, 
apparently an angel again gives Allah's message. 
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Out of clay, 

The figure of a bird, 

And breathe into it, 

And it becomes a bird 

By Allah's leave:*% 

And I heal those 

Born blind, and the lepers, 

And I quicken the dead, 

By Allah's leave; 

And I declare to you 

What ye eat, and what ye 
store®™ 

In your houses. Surely 

Therein is a Sign for you 

If ye did believe; 


50. “(1 have come to you), 

‘To attest the Law 

Which was before me. 

And to make lawful 

To you part of what was 
(Before) forbidden to you; 

I have come to you 

With a Sign from your Lord. 
So fear Allah 


And obey me.” 


“Tt is Allah 
Who is my Lord 
And your Lord; 
Then worship Him. 
This is a Way 
That is straight.” 


51. 


52. When Jesus found 

Unbelief on their part 

He said: “Who will be 

My helpers to (the work 

Of) Allah?” Said the Disciples: 
“We are Allah's helpers: 

We believe in Allah, 
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390. This miracle of the clay birds is found in some of the apocryphal Gospels; those of curing the blind 
and the lepers and raising the dead are in the canonical Gospels. The original Gospel (see 3:48) was not the 
various stories written afterwards by disciples, but the real Message taught direct by Jesus 


$91. I do not know whether this clause refers to a particular incident, or generally to a prophetic knowledge 


of what is not known to ordinary people. 


id 
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And do thou bear witness PAA eet ic 
That we are Muslims.** aS Yo Une) Os I 1 
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53. “Our Lord! we believe 5 Thy ANG Ky Shc es for) 


In what Thou hast revealed, 
And we follow the Messenger; 


Then write us down 5 3 elec eot 
Among those who bear witness.” 

54 And (the unbelievers) Pe ge 
Plotted and planned, if ae5| A> {usp 
And Allah too planned,** aw 
And the best of planners ie aS <A} eer ly 
Is Allah. 

SECTION 6. 

55. Behold! Allah said: ZF NOIRE 
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$92. (Cf 5:11) The story of Jesus is told with special application to the time of the Prophet Muhammad. 
Note the word helpers (Ans@r) in this connection, and the reference to plotters in 3:54. It was the one Religion - 
the Religion of Allah, which was in essence the religion of Abraham, Moses, and Jesus. The argument runs: 
who do ye then now make divisions and reject the living Teacher? Islam is: bowing to the Will of Allah. All 
who have faith should bow to the Will of Allah and be Muslims. 


398. The Arabic makara has both a bad and a good meaning, that of making an intricate plan to carry 
out some secret purpose. The enemies of Allah are constantly doing that. Bur Allah —in whose hands is all 
good — has His plans also, against which the evil ones will have no chance whatever (Cf 8:30, 18/42, and 27/50). 


894, Read this with 4:157-158, where it is said that “whereas they slew him not nor they crucified him 
but it was made dubious unto”. The guilt of the Jews remained, but Jesus was eventually taken up to Allah. 


$95. Jesus was charged by the Jews with blasphemy as claiming to be God or the son of God. The Christians 
(except a few carly sects which were annihilated by persecution, and the modern sect of Unitarians), adopted 
the substance of the claim, and made it the cornerstone of their faith, Allah clears Jesus of such a charge or claim, 


$96. Those'who follow thee refers to both Muslims (inscfar as they truly follow the basic teachings of 
Jesus) and Christians (who claim to follow him). [Eds] 


397. All che controversies about dogma and faith will disappear when we appear before Allah. He will 
judge not by what we profess but by whar we are. 
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56, “As to those who reject faith, 


57. 


58. 


59. 


60, 


61. 


Twill punish them 

With terrible agony 

In this world and in the 
Hereafter. 

Nor will they have 

Anyone to help. 


‘As to those who believe 
And work righteousness, 
Allah will pay them (in full) 
Their reward: 

But Allah loveth not 


“This & what we rehearse 
Unto thee of the Signs 
And the Message 

Of Wisdom." 


The similitude of Jesus 
Defore Allah is as that of 

Adam ;:"** 
He created him from dust, 
Then said to him: “Be*: 
And he was, 


The Truth (comes) 
From thy Lord alone; 
So be not of those 
Who doubt,"** 


if anyone disputes 
in this matter with thee, 
Now after (full) knowledge 


Hath. come to thee, 


Say: “Come! let us 

Gather together — 

Our sons and your sons, 

Qur women and your women, 
Ourselves and yourselves; 
Then let us earnestly pray, 
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S94, After a description of che high postion which Jems occupies as a prophet, we have a repudiation 


af the dogma char he wae Allah, or he sone! Allah. or anything more than aman. 1 bt ie eald chat he was 
born wihout a human father, Adam was alee oo born. Indeed Adam was born without either a human father 
ot mother. As far as our physical bodies are concerned they are mere du In Albis sight Jess was 2s dun 
jest ao Adam was of humanity The greatness of Jesus arose from the Devine command “Be” for after thay 


he was more than dus a great epiritual fader and teacher. 


S40 The crwth does pot necessarily come from prices. orfrom the wupersition of whole peoples. Ic comes 


from Allah, and where there is a direct revelation, there ia no room for dowbe [Cf 1:34), 
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And invoke the curse Ae SA ieee dt tna’ 
Of Allah on those who lie!" Cy peoali eed aes 


> Pe etre APS 

62. This is the true account;*” a eel | OO | 
There is no god o~ of 1@ 
Except Allah; 7I* ar) aed 
And Allah - He is indeed WALA H5.05 


The Exalted in Power, 


The Wie. pope 


63. But if they turn back, 2 PO Clete AS. 
Allah hath full knowledge ti yor lo Sob AD 
Of those who do mischief. 


C. 57.—Islam doth invite all people 

(3:64-120.) ‘To the Truth; there is no cause 
For dissembling or disputing. 
False are the people who corrupt 
Allah's truth, or hinder men 

~ From coming to Allah. Let the Muslims 

Hold together in unity and discipline, 
Knowing that they have a mission 
Of righteousness for humanity. 
No harm can come to them. 
Though there are good men and true 
In other Faiths, Muslims must 
Be true to their own Brotherhood. 
They should seek help and friendship 
From their own, and stand firm 
In constancy and patient perseverance. 





400. In the year of Deputations, 10th of the Hijrah, came a Christian embassy from Najran (towards 
Yarany.about 150 miles.north of San’’). They were much impressed on hearing this passage of the Qur'an 
explaining the true position of Christ, and they entered into tributary relations with the new Muslim Stare 
But ingrained habits and customs prevented them from accepting Islam asa body, The Holy Prophet, firm 
in his faith, proposed a Mubdhalah, 1¢.. a solemn meeting. in which both sides should summon not only 
their men, but their women and children, earnestly pray to Allah, and invoke the ¢urse of Allah on those 
who should lie. Those who had a pure and sincere faith would not hesitate. The Christians declined, and 
they were dismissed in a spirit of tolerance with # promise of protection from the State in return for tribute. 
“the wages of rule,” as it is called in the Afni Akbari 


401 We are now in a position to deal with the questions which we left over at 2:87. Jesus is no more 
than a man. It is against reason and revelation to call him God or the son Of God. He is called the son 
of Mary to emphasise this. He had no human father, as his birth was miraculous, But it was not this which 
raised him to his high spiritual position as a prophet, but because Allah called him to his office. The praise 
is due to Allah, Who by His word gave him spiritual strength —“strengthened him with the holy spirit.” The 
miracles which surround his story relate not only to his birth and his life and death, but also to his mother 
Mary and his precursor Yahya. These were the “Clear Signs” which he brought. It was those who misunderstood 
him who obscured his clear Signs and surrounded him with mysteries of their own invention. (R) 
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64. Say: “O People Ss sie ss up 


Of the Book! come 


To common terms < ae ae for ver 1) % Se 
As between us and you: =? pes - J 
That we worship 4 th47 544 os oc KE 
None but Allah; «ap oY ae Syl 
That we associate 4 seme ae tbe 
No partners with Him; Caw Jem Y 5 
That we erect not, ? ‘ 
From among ourselves, aitcxdo: sll See 
Lords ‘and patrons Tinhet ht 
Other than Allah.’’*% (3 as53 a 
If then they turn back, PPI LS 
Say ye: “Bear witness Ft ae 
That we (at least) Aid ii 
Are Muslims (bowing ait sem 
To Allah's Will).” Srl 
65. Ye People of the Book! by 27747). MeL iis 
re or conto Nae 
ut r ; Bo ogee det 1 .4ie-- < 
When the Law and the Gospel dee Yoru al yikes aay) 
Were not revealed c 
of SE ov . 
Till after him? B55 Slee ae) 
Have ye no understanding? 
66. Ah! Ye are those oper co <4h.7 ob < 
Who fell to disputing ; pasion $35 \ a 
(Even) in matters of which CATAL ry SS 
Ye had some knowledge!*” Opes ls tea SSS 


But why dispute ye F. - 
In matters of which oo OB fig | 
Ye have no knowledge? 4 A Sod oi 


It is Allah Who knows, 7 PR oF * 37 9-30 %7 
And ye who know not! Sey A2il A 5 ils 


402. In the abstract the People of the Book would agree to all three propositions. In practice they fail. 
Apart from doctrinal lapses from the unity of the One True God, there is the question of a consecrated Priesthood 
(among the Jews it was hereditary also), as if a mere human being Cohen, or Pope, or Priest, or Brahman- 
could claim superiority apart from his learning and the. purity of his life, or could stand between man and 
Allah in some special sense. The same remarks apply to the worship of saints, They may be pure and holy, 
but no one can protect us or claim Lordship over us except Allah. For Rabb, see 1:2, n. 20. Abraham was 
a true man of God, but he could not be called a Jew or a Christian as he lived long before the Law of Moses 
or the Gospel of Jesus was revealed. 





403. The number of sects among the Jews and Christians shows that they wrangled and disputed even 
about some of the matters of their own religion, of which they should have had some knowledge. But when 
they talk of Father Abraham, they are entirely out of court, as he lived before their peculiar systems were 
evolved, 


f 


| 
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67. Abraham was not a Jew Lo GLE 949 LALA 
Nor yet a Christian; : Ln ty Cose eaaylOb le yp 
But he was true in Faith, i, 5, 
And bowed his will to Allah's, SG KSI; 
(Which is Islam), 4 rl 4 
And he joined not with AC - 7a-- 
= gods Allah.*% oS FeA LE I 
68. Without a doubt, among men, ae. Ne 
The nearest of kin to Abraham, oy LABIA) fap 
Are those who follow him, S| epee PP ee 
As are also this Prophet Fal ply Z, sites opacslcyals 
And those who believe: “ > 
And Allah is the Protector 40g tAaear 
Of those who have faith. s g3au'y 
69. It is the wish of a section Mil Aen che aap 
Of the People of the Book se "2 
To lead you astray. srt eG 4 ave Be oa 
But they shall lead astray en” MSAK; Pyles) 
(Not you), but themselves, . 
And they do not perceive! yest, 
70. Ye People of the Book! A PG Ay GORE 
Why reject ye sss 453 jak a 
The Signs of Allah, ere * oie 
Of which ye are ashe els MSs 


(Yourselves) witnesses? 


71. Ye People of the Book! Soh youl SedkeS Si bale avs 
Why do ye clothe ae: eo areas .& 
Truth with falsehood, 2 pcoren edetess 


And conceal the Truth, rs) ily SHS fESS5 Js 


While ye have knowledge?*** 


SECTION 8. 
72. 4 section of the People oe eet hake gee 
f the Book say: Ipale eS a ot ha! ep 


“Believe in the morning*®* 





404. Cf 2185 and the whole argument in that passage. 


405. There are many ways of preventing the access of people to the truth. One is to tamper with it, or 
trick it out in colours of falsehood: half-truths are often more dangerous than obvious falsehoods. Another 
is to conceal it alsogether. Those who are jealous of a prophet of Allah, whom they actually see before them. 
do not allow his credentials or virtues to be known, or vilify him, or conceal facts which would attract people 
to him, When people do this of set purpose, against their own light (‘of which ye are yourselves witnesses’), 
they are descending to the lowest depths of degradation; and they are doing more harm to themselves than 
to anyone else. (R). 


406. Wayh here has the sense of “beginning”, “early part™ The cynics who plotted against Islam actually 
asked their accomplices to join the believers and then repudiate them. 
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What is revealed 

To the Believers, 

But reject it at the end 
Of the day; perchance 
They may (themselves) 
Turn back; 


“And believe no one 

Unless he follows 

Your religion.” 

Say: “True guidance 

Is the guidance of Allah; 
(Fear ye) lest a revelation*®” 
Be sent to someone (else) 


~ Like unto that which was sent 


74. 


75 


Unto you? Or that those 
(Receiving such revelation) 
Should engage you in argument 
Before your Lord?’*** | 

Say: “All bounties 

Are in the hand of Allah: 

He granteth them 

To whom He pleaseth: 

And Allah careth for all, 

And He knoweth all things.” 


For His Mercy, He specially 
chooseth 

Whom He pleaseth; 

For Allah is the Lord 

Of bounties unbounded. 


Among the People of the Book 
Are some who, if entrusted 
With a hoard of gold,** 

Will (readily) pay it back; 
Others, who, if entrusted 

With a single silver coin,*'* 
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407. The two clauses following have been variously construed, and some translations leave the sense 


ambiguous, I have construed the conjunction “an” to mean “lest”, as it undoubtedly does in 7:172, “an tagiilii”, etc. 


408. Cf 2:26; 2:76, The People of the Book were doubly annoyed at the Muslims: (1) that they should 


(being outside their ranks) reccive Allah's revelations, and (2) that having received such revelations, they should 
be able to convict them out of their own scriptures before their Lord! 


409. Hoard of gold: qintér: a talent of 1,200 ounces of gold. See 3:14, n. $540(R). 


410. Stiver coins dinar. In the later Roman Empire, the denarius was a small silver coin. It must have 
been current in Syria and the markets of Arabia in the time of the Prophet. It was the coin whose name is 
translated in the English Bible by the word penny. Matt. 22:19; hence the abbreviation of a penny is d( = denarius). 
The later Arabian coin dinar, coined by the Umayyads, was a gold coin after the pattern of che Byzantine 
(Roman) denarius aureus and weighed about 66549 grains troy, 
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Will not repay it unless 

Thou constantly stoodest 
Demanding, because, 

They say, “there is no call 

On us (to keep faith) 

With these ignorant (Pagans)."*"' 
But they tell a lie against Allah 
And (well) they know it. 


Nay—those that keep 
Their plighted faith 
And act aright —verily 
Allah loves those 
Who act aright. 


As for those who sell 

The faith they owe to Allah 
And their own plighted word 
For a small price,*” 

They shall have no portion 
In the Hereafter: 

Nor will Allah 

(Deign to) speak to them 
Or look at them 

On the Day of Judgement, 
Nor will He cleanse them*” 
(Of sin); they shall have 

A grievous Penalty. 


There is among them 

A section who distort 

The Book with their tongues: 
(As they read) you would think 
It is a part of the Book, 

But it is no part 

Of the Book; and they say, 
“That is from Allah,” 

But it is not from Allah: 
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4ll. Every race imbued with race arrogance resorts to this kind of moral or religious subterfuge. Even 
if its members are usually honest or just among themselves, they are contemptuous of those outside their circle, 
and cheat and deceive them without any qualms of conscience. This is a “lie against Allah” 


412. All our duties to our fellow creatures are referred to the service and faith we owe to Allah But in 
the matter of truth an appeal is made to our own self-respect as responsible beings: is it becoming that we 
should be false to our own word, to ourselves? And then we are reminded that the utmost we can gain by 
falsifying Allah's word or being untrue to ourselves is but a miserable price. We get at best something very 
paltry as the price for selling our very souls. 


413. Even on sinners — ordinary sinners — Allah will look with compassion and mercy; He will speak words 
of kindness and cleanse them of their sins. But those who are in active rebellion against Allah and sin against 
their own light—what mercy can they expect? 
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It is they who tell 
A lie against Allah, 


ANS CDR 
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And (well) they know it! 


79. It is not (possible) 

That a man, to whom 

Is given the Book, 

_And Wisdom, 

And the Prophetic Office, 
Should say to people: 
“Be ye my worshippers 
Rather than Allah's”:*'* 
On the contrary 

(He would say): 

“Be ye worshippers 

Of Him Who is truly 
The Cherisher of all: 

For ye have taught 

The Book and ye 

Have studied it earnestly.” 
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80... Nor would he instruct you 
To take angels and prophets** 
For Lords and Patrons, 
What! would he bid you 
To unbelief after ye have 
Bowed your will 
(To Allah in Islam)? 


SECTION 9. 
81. #iehold! Allah took ea e142 4 f1< 
es Covenant of the Prophets,*'* OS ota ae }s O)) 


Saying: “I give you 
_A Book and Wisdom; 
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414. It is not in reason or in the nature of things that Allah's messenger should preach against Allah 
Jesus came to preach and convey the true message of Allah. (R) 


415. Jesus was a prophet, and the Holy Spirit “with which he was strengthened" was the Angel who brought 
the revelations to him. 


416. Cf 2:63, n. 78, and 33:7. The argument is: You (People of the Book) are bound by your own oaths, 
sworn solemnly in the presence of your own Prophets. In the Old Testament as it now exists, Muhammad 
is foretold m Deut. 18:18; and the rise-of the Arab nation in Isaiah 42)1), for Kedar was a son of Ismail and 
the name is used for the Arab nation, Also, in the New Testament as it now exists, Muhammad is foretold 
in the Gospel of St, Jolin, 14:16, 15:26, and 16:7; the future Comforter cannot be the “Holy Spirit” as understood 
by Christians, because the Holy Spirit already was present, helping and guiding Jesus. The Greek word translated 
“Comforter” is’ Paracletos’, which is an easy corruption from “Periclytos’, which is almost a literal translation 
of “Muhammad'or “Ahmad”; see 7:157 and 61:6, Further, there were other Gospels that have perished, but 
of which traces still remain, which were even more specific in their reference to Muhammad; ¢.g., the Gospel 
of St. Barnabas, of which an Italian translation is extant in the State Library at Vienna. kt was edited in 
1907 with an English translation by Mr, Lonsdale and Laura Ragg, 
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Then comes to you 

A Messenger, confirming 
What is with you; 

Do you believe-in him 
And render him help.” 
Allah said: “Do ye agree, 
And take this my Covenant 
As binding on yo 

They said: “We agree.” 

He said: “Then bear witness, 
And I am with you 
Among the witnesses.” 


If any turn back 
After this, they are 
Perverted transgressors. 


Do they seek 

For other than the Religion 
Of Allah?—while all creatures 
In the heavens and on earth 
Have, willing or unwilling,*"’ 
Bowed to His Will 

(Accepted Islam), 

And to Him shall they 

All be brought back. 


. Say: “We believe 


In Allah, and in what 

Has been revealed to us 
And what was revealed 

To Abraham, Ism4 ‘il, 
Isaac, Jacob, and the Tribes, 
And in (the Books) 

Given to Moses, Jesus, 

And the Prophets, 

From their Lord: 

We make no distinction 
Between one and another 
Among them, and to Allah do we 
Bow our will (in Islam).” 
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417, Allah's Truth is manifest, and all that is good and true and sane and normal accepts it with joy. 
But even where there is “disease in the heart” (2:10), or judgement is obscured by perversity, every creature 
must eventually see and acknowledge Allah and His power (2:167), Cf R. Bridges: “Testament of Beauty”: 
4: 1419-22 —'For God's love is unescapable as nature's environment, which if a man ignore or think to thrust 
it off, he is the ill-natured fool that runneth blindly on death.” All Nature adores Allah, and Islam asks for 
nothing peculiar or sectarian; it but asks that we follow our nature and make our will conformable to Allah's 
Will as seen in Nature, history, and revelation. Its message is universal, 
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85. If anyone desires 
A religion other than 
Islam (submission to Allah),*"* 
Never will it be accepted 
Of him; and in the Hereafter 
He will be in the ranks 
Of those who have lost 
(All spiritual good). 
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86. How shall Allah 
Guide those who reject 
Faith after they accepted it 
And bore witness 
That the Messenger was true 
And that Clear Signs 
Had come unto them? 
But Allah guides. not 
A people unjust. 
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87. Of such the reward 
Is that on them (rests) 
The curse of Allah; 
Of His angels, 
And of all mankind — 
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88. In that will they dwell; 
Nor will their penalty 
Be lightened, nor respite 
Be their (lot);""°4 
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89. Except for those that repent 
(Even) after that, 
And make amends: 
For verily Allah 
Is Oft-Forgiving, 
Most Merciful. 
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90. But those who reject 
Faith after they accepted it, 
And then go on adding 

To their defiance of Faith — 
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418. The Muslim position is clear. The Muslim does not claim to have a religion peculiar to himself 
Islam is not a sect or an ethnic religion. In its view all Religion is one, for the Truth is one, It was the religion 
preached by all the earlier prophets, It was the truth taught by all the inspired Books, In essence it amounts 
to. a consciousness of the Will. and Plan of Allah and. a joyful submission.to that Will and Plan, If anyone 
wants a religion other than that, he is false to his own nature, as he is false co Allah's Will and Plan. Such 
a one cannot expect guidance, for he has deliberately renounced guidance. 


418-A, Cf. 2:161-162, 
4 
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Be accepted; for they OEE A Orin 
Are those who have a Te ae 
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SECTION 10. 


92. My no means shail ye 
ttain righteousness unless 





Ye give (freely) of that*® oh ttt? A £eie 
Which ye Jove; and whatever sistit ley “pel, 
Ye give, of a truth 4 z 
Allah knoweth it well. ya dail 5b 
~ +4 
food was lawful Oe AT APA MT ge a 
@ the Children of Israel, S| INE NE GL SG 
Except what Israel*®® tek gb ke 4 
Made unlawful for itself, 0 FITC 
Before the Law (of Moses) 4 bee 
Was revealed. Say: 22 ate & 2 eet G- 
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If ye be men of truth.” CE SOPRES, ole ils 
94. If any, after this, invent “, KAW wk te deaabes 4 
A lie and attribute it ois al desis ou 
To Allah, they are indeed ow Sys A. a an oe 
Unjust wrongdoers. Sybille DHHS MWS sah. 





419. The test of charity is: do you give something that you value greatly, something that you love? If 
you give your life im a Cause, that is the greatest gift you can give. If you give yourself, that is, your personal 
efforts, your talents, your skill, your learning, that comes next in degree. If you give your earnings. your property, 
your possessions, that is also a great gift; for many people love them even more than other things. And there 
are less tangible things, such as position, reputation, the well-being of those we love, the regard of those who 
can help us, etc. It is unselfishness that Allah demands, and there is no act of unselfishness, however small 
or intangible, but is well within the knowledge of Allah. 


420. The Arabs ate the flesh of the camel, which is lawful in Islam, but it was prohibited by the Jewish 
Law of Moses (Leviticus 11:4). But that Law was very strict because of the “hardness of heart" of Israel, because 
of Israel's insolence and iniquity (6:146). Before it was promulgated Israci was free to choose its own food. 
I take “Israel” here to stand for the people of Israel. 
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95. Say: “Allah speaketh 
The Truth: follow 
The religion of Abraham, 
The sane in faith; he 
Was not of the Pagans.’"*?! 


96. The first House (of worship) 
Appointed for men 
Was. that at Bakkah;*** 
Full of blessing 


And of guidance 
For all kinds of beings:*** 


97. In it are Signs 
Manifest; (for example), 
The Station of Abraham;*** 
Whoever enters it 
Attains security;*?® 
Pilgrimage thereto is a duty 
Men owe to Allah— 
Those who can afford 
The journey; but if any 
Deny faith, Allah stands not 
In need of any of His creatures. 


98. Say: “O People of the Book! 
Why reject ye the Signs 
‘Of Allah, when Allah 
Is Himself witness 
To all ye do?” 


99. Say; “O ye People of the Book! 
Why obstruct ye 
Those who believe, 
From the Path of Allah, 
Seeking to make it crooked, 
While ye were yourselves 
Witnesses (to Allah’s Covenant)?*** 
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421, The greater freedom of Islam in the mater of the ceremonial law, compared with the Mosaic Law, 
is not a reproach but a recommendation. We go back to an older source than Judaism —the institutions of 
Abraham. By common consent his Faith was sound, and he was certainly not a pagan, a term contemptuously 
applied to the Arabs by the Jews. 


422, Bakhkah: same as Makkah; perhaps an older name. The foundation of the Ka’bah goes back to 
Abraham, but there are place associations in the sacred territory with the names of Adam and Eve. (R). 


423. ‘Alamm: all the worlds (1:2, n. 20), all kinds of beings; all nations ($:42); all creatures (3:97). 


424, Station of Abraham: see 2;:125 and n. 125, 
425. See reference in last note. 
426. Cf 3:81. 


Sir. 


100. 


101. 


102. 


103. 


ah 3: Al ‘Imran 153 
But Allah is not unmindful 
Of all that ye do.” 


O ye who believe! 

If ye listen 

To a faction 

Among the People of the Book, 
They would (indeed) 

Render you apostates 

After ye have believed! 


And how would ye 

Deny Faith while unto you 
Are rehearsed the Signs 
Of Allah, and among you 
Lives the Messenger? 
Whoever holds 

Firmly to Allah 

Will be shown 

A Way that is straight. 


SECTION ll. 


® ye who believe! 

Fear Allah as He should be*?’ 
Feared, and die not 

Except in a state**® 

Of Islam. 


And hold fast, 

All together, by the Rope**® 
Which Allah (stretches out 
For you), and be not divided 
Among yourselves; 

And remember with gratitude 
Allah's favour on you; 
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427. Fear is of many kinds: (1) the abject fear of the coward; (2) the fear of a child or an inexperienced 
person in the face of an unknown danger; (3) the fear of a reasonable man who wishes to avoid harm to himself 
or to people whom he wishes to protect; (4) the reverence which is akin to love, for it fears to do anything 
which is not pleasing to the object of love. The first is unworthy of man; the second is necessary for one spiritually 
immature; the third is a manly precaution against evil as long as it is unconquered; and the fourth is the 
seed-bed of righteousness. Those mature in faith cultivate the fourth; at earlier stages, the third or the second 
may be necessary; they are fears, but not the fear of Allah. The first is a feeling of which anyone should be 
ashamed. 


428. Our whole being should be permeated with Islam; it is not a mere veneer or outward show. 


429, The simile is that of people struggling in deep water, to whom a benevolent Providence stretches 
out a strong and unbreakable rope of rescue. If all hold fast to it together, their mutual support adds to the 
chance of their safety. 
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For ye were enemies*®® Ae coe <A fr 
And He joined your hearts <3 KA aeleS3 
In love, so that by His Grace, 4 ah ee 2, 79, Bor of: 
Ye became brethren; Lats he as 565 \}ee 2 poral 


And ye were on the brink 


Of the Pit of Fire, Gs AREICT 2 
And. He saved. you from it. ws Whe 
Thus doth Allah make 2 pee We tke ee 
His Signs clear to you: bye F Silas ain ne A 
That ye may be guided. 

104. Let there arise out of you er or 
A band of people Z J}S Fotee Ka KA; . 
Inviting to all that is good, eo Pecan as 
Enjoining what is right, Sail, ATES TET SAUNT 


And forbidding what is wrong: 
They are the ones 


To attain felicity.*” Doplicind Bid at: 


105. Be not like those ik fez ae 
Who are divided re GIB IS SST OO 
Amongst themselves ; rile 
And fall into disputations cori 9 WA he 15.4 0 
After receiving ser are Abas ctl pakols 
Clear Signs: eee 
For them Si; sé sicags: 


Is a dreadful Penalty— 


106. On the Day when 
Some faces will be (lit up 29-9, 2 ey 
With) white, and some faces 


Will be (in the gloom of) black:*** oorele Fe ete pa trer- 
“To those whose faces SSA GTC IAS S55, 

Will be black, (will be said): . 

“Did ye reject Faith CoM es y 

After accepting it? = shame AS\48 





450. Yathrib was torn with civil and tribal feuds and dissensions before the Messenger of Allah set his 
sacred feet on its soil. After that, it became the City of the Prophet, Madinah, and unmatched Brotherhood 
and the pivot of Islam. This poor quarrelsome world is a larger Yathrib; can we establish the sacred feet on 
its soil, and make it a new and larger Madinah? 


431. Muflth, aflaha, falah: the root idea is attainment of desires; happiness, in this world and the next; 
success; prosperity; freedom from anxiety, care, or a disturbed state of mind—the opposite of @dA&b in the 
next verse, which includes: failure; misery; punishment or penalty; agony or anguish. 

The ideal Muslim community is happy, untroubled by conflicts or doubts, sure of itself, strong, united, 
and prosperous; because it invites to all that is good, enjoins the right; and forbids the wrong —a master-stroke 
of description in three clauses. 


452. The “face” (wayh) expresses our personality, our inmost being. White is the colour of Light; to become 
white is to be illumined with Light, which stands for felicity, the rays of the glorious Light of Allah. Black 
is the colour of darkness, sin, rebellion, misery; removal from the Grace and Light of Allah. These are the 
Signs of Heaven and Hell. The standard of decision in all questions is the justice of Allah. 


Sirah 3: Al Imran 


107. 


108. 


109. 


110. 


lll. 


Taste then the Penalty 
For rejecting Faith.” 


But those whose faces 
Will be (lit with) white — 
They will be in (the Light 
Of) Allah's mercy; therein 
To dwell (forever). 


These are the Signs 

Of Allah: We rehearse them 
To thee in Truth; 

And Allah means 

No injustice to any 

Of His creatures. 


To Allah belongs ail 
That is in the heavens 
And on earth; to Him 
Do all questions 

Go back (for decision).*** 


SECTION 12. 


Ue are the best 

Of Peoples, evolved 

For mankind, 

Enjoining what is right, 
Forbidding what is wrong, 
And believing in Allah.** 
If only the People of the Book 
Had faith, it were best 
For them: among them 
Are some who have faith, 
But most of them 

Are perverted transgressors. 


They will do you no harm, 
Barring a trifling annoyance; 
If they come out to fight you, 


155 Gee Bp 
S9a55 Asi SiG, 


REBECA & 
oF at are 


SsahS som sil) 45 


Paka sess op 


597215 yl Sl ES 4 f {ei 2S aD 


4 se 


pet poses rash 
eT rie So aad 
Sfssi p45 NE 668 
Spi aReNs 


ot 


4 - S Sine, Aas 
Shes 5 FNS 95 SOD 





433. Cf 2:210, 


434. The logical conclusion to the evolution of religious history is a non-sectarian, non-racial. non-doctrinal, 


universal religion, which Islam claims to be. For Islam is just submission to the Will of Allah. This implies 
(1) Faith, (2) doing right, being an example to others to do right, and having the power to see that the right 
prevails, (3) eschewing wrong, being an example to others to eschew wrong, and having the power to see that 
wrong and injustice are defeated. Islam therefore lives, not for itself, but for mankind. The People of the 
Book, if only they had faith, would be Muslims, for they have been prepared for Islam. Unfortunately there 
is Unfaith, but it can never harm those who carry the banner of Faith and Right, which must always be victorious. 


Strah 3: Al ‘Imran 


li2. 


18. 


114. 


115. 


They will show you their backs, 
And no help shall they get. 


Shame is pitched over them*** 
(Like a tent) wherever 
They are found, 
Except when under a covenant 
(Of protection) from Allah 
And from men; they draw 
On themselves wrath from 
Allah, 
And pitched over them 
Is (the tent of) destitution. 
This because they rejected 
The Signs of Allah, and slew 
The Prophets in defiance of 
( right;*** 
This because they rebelled 
And transgressed beyond 
bounds. 


Not all of them are alike: 

Of the People of the Book 

Are a portion that stand 

(For the right); they rehearse 

The Signs of Allah all night 
long, 

And they prostrate themselves**’ 


In adoration. 


They believe in Allah 

And the Last Day; 

They enjoin what is right, 

And forbid what is wrong; 
And they hasten (in emulation) 
In (all) good works: 

They are in the ranks 

Of the righteous. 


Of the good that they do, 
Nothing will be rejected 

Of them; for Allah knoweth well 
Those that do right. 
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435. Durtbat: I think there is a simile from the pitching of a tent, Ordinarily a man’s cent is 2 place 
of tranquillity and honour for him. The tent of the wicked wherever they are found is ignominy, shame, and 
humiliation. It is pity from Allah or from men that gives them protection when their pride has a fall. Using 
the same simile of a tent in another way, their home wil] be destitution and misery. 


436 Cf 3:21. n. 868 


457. In Islam we respect sincere faith and true righteousness in whatever form they appear. This verse, 
according to Commentators, refers to those People of the Book who eventually embraced Islam. (R), 
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116. Those who reject Faith — Patregit A 4 
Neither their possessions o ANG, Eup 


Nor their (numerous) progeny a et: eo 
Will avail them aught against ae 2 als Si 433 cre ices 
Allah: Tole oe % spade 
They will be Companions Pe CAPT es ead ae 
Of the Fire—dwelling osabols Heck o Ar 
Therein (forever). *** 
; i rete cM ober 

ri In gts 2AN\3 u (ay CIE @ 
Of this (material) world od 5 oe! 60 14 
May be likened to a Wind Zee ol 5 pe er eS 
Which brings a nipping frost: 
It strikes and destroys the harvest sso Zia gael Fib ae 
Of men who have wronged Agallsiaga 


Their own souls; it is not Allah 
That hath wronged them, but ted pases SSG zat 
They wrong themselves. *** 


118. ® ye who believe! tb, (yAs85 SSS (Ras Sail Teaco 
Take not into your intimacy Bry TF © 
Those outside your ranks: Ty Pe ere Ss) oe : 
They will not fail ern. ih W534 


To corrupt you. They 

Only desire your ruin: 

Rank hatred has already 
Appeared from their mouths: 


S bars ce ef oc 


What their hearts conceal ati si 
Is far worse. 

We have made plain oF Sores 
To you the Signs, é Sate re) peo tis 


If ye have wisdom, 


19. Ah! ye are those ZBI Gro AEG ts 
Who love them, Sire ore M3 alte EOYs 


But they love you not— 





438. Cf 3:10. 


489. False “spending” may be cither in false “charity” or in having a “good time’. For the man who resists 
Allah's purpose, neither of them is any good. The essence of charity is faith and love, Where these are wanting, 
charity is not charity, Some baser motive is there: ostentation, or even worse, getting a person into the giver's 
power by a pretence of charity: something that is connected with the life of this grasping, material world. 
What happens? You expect a good harvest. But “while you think, good easy man, for surely your greatness 
is a-ripening.” there comes a nipping frost, and destroys all your hopes. The frost is some calamity, or the 
fact that you are found out! Or perhaps it is “High blown pride,” as in Shakespeare's Henry VIII, 2:3. In 
your despair you may blame blind Fate or you may blame Allah! Blind Fate does not exist, for there is Allah's 
Providence, which is just and good’ The harm or injustice has come, not from Allah, but from your own 
soul. You wronged your soul, and it suffered the frost. Your base motive brought you no good: it may have 
reduced you to poverty, shame, and disgrace. All the brave show of the wicked in this life is but a wind charged 
with evil to themselves. 
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Though ye believe ering aie ef 
In the whole of the Book,**° a ASS Ls 
When they meet you, . 

r Ze.ctJA 7 Ss J- + 
They say, “We, believe" :*! ENG S15) 
But when they are alone, is ? as ~ 
They. bite off the very tips ea r Ae aot Fr “ye 
Of their fingers at you Lily. Sule ac \ye\5| 5 
In their rage. Say: 
“Perish in your rage; a4 “ (¢ -¢ (2 aa “% 
Allah knoweth well paddle lite ail ace [5 9 


All the secrets. of the heart.” 


120. If aught that is good 04 ght Berr wheres 
Befalls you, it grieves them; L caah mepoet o} © 
But if some misfortune dt vel nem aglitia 118, 
Overtakes ‘you, they rejoice ae ae aol y 
At it. But if ye are constant 1 
And do right, wall thes Ate 
Not the least harm apa (as Pret iry erro 


Will their cunning 

Do to you; for Allah SY Ae ene Nh) C28 aoe 
Compasseth round about be Line aly eS aS 
All that they do. 


C. 58. — Allah's help comes to those who strive 
(3:121-148. ) With firmness, as it did at Badr, 
Much can be learnt from the misfortunes 
At Uhud. It is not for us 
To question Allah's Plan, which is full 
Of wisdom and mercy for all, Our duty 
Is to stand firm and unswerving, 
To obey, and in steadfast courage 
To persevere, to retrieve our mistakes, 
Not in grief and despair, but in firm hope 
In Allah and in contempt of pain and death. 


SECTION 13. 
121. T\emember that morning A an 
ou didst leave ie Ls © 
Thy household (early) . 7. ests 
To post the Faithful ne SNS 





440. Islam. gives you the complete revelation, “the whole of the Book,’ though partial revelations have 
come in all ages, (Cf. 3:25, and n, 366.) 
t 


441, Cf 2:14. 
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At their stations for battle;** 678 <sc7-4 ue ge 
And Allah heareth ker ail; Gaia 


And knoweth all things: 


122. Remember two of your 


parties** — oale Cra 3} rep 
Meditated cowardice; 


But Allah was their protector, Medorips try st 
And in Allah should the 


Faithful ica ZZit Sis it des 


128. Allah had helped you sh eek a 2575 355% 
At Badr, when ye were a) APS Ty, es Ail Sa a) 
A contemptible little force; — ™ 
Then fear Allah; thus ptreked . 
May ye show your gratitude.*** 


(Ever) put their trust. 


124, Remember thou saidst P4 44 ee 
To the Faithful: “Is it not enough Ae OF Jl SOA irr 5) aap 
For you that Allah should help you ‘. 
With three thousand angels Ne Sear Ny Bia sarees 


(Specially) sent down?*** 





442. The Battle of Uhud was a great testing time for the young Muslim community. Their mettle and 
the wisdom and strength of their Leader were shown in the battle of Badr (3:13 and note), in which the Makkan 
Pagans suffered a crushing defeat. The Makkans were determined to wipe off their disgrace and to annihilare 
the Muslims in Madinah. To this end they collected a large force and marched to Madinah. They numbered 
some 5,000 fighting men under Abt Sufyin, and they were so confident of victory that their women-folk came 
with them, and showed the most shameful savagery after the batdle. To meet the threatened danger the Muslim 
Leader, Muharnmad Mustafa, with his usual foresight, courage, and initiative, resolved to take his station at 
the foot of Mount Uhud, which dominates the city of Madinah some three miles to the north. Early in the 
morning, on the 7th of Shawwal, A.H. 3 (January, 625), he made his dispositions for battle. Madinah winters 
are notoriously rigorous, but the warriors of Islam (700 to 1000 in number) were up early, A torrent bed was 
to their south, and the passes in the hills at their back were filled with 50 archers to prevent the enemy attack 
from the rear. The enemy were set the task of attacking the walls of Madinah, with the Muslims at their rear. 
In the beginning the battle went well for the Muslims. The enemy wavered, but the Muslim archers, in 
disobedience of their orders, left their posts to join in the pursuit and share in the booty, There was also treachery 
on the part of the $00 “Hypocrites"led by Abdullah ibn Ubai, who deserted. The enemy took advantage of 
the opening left by the archers, and there was severe hand-to-hand fighting, in which numbers told in favour 
of the enemy. Many of the Companions and Helpers were killed. But there was no rout. Among the Muslim 
martyrs was the gallant Hamza, a brother of the Prophet's father The graves of the martyrs are still shown 
at Uhud. The Messenger himself was wounded in his head and face, and one of his front teeth was broken. 
Had it not been for his firmness, courage, and coolness, all would have been lost. As it was, the Prophet, 
in spite of his wound, and many of the wounded Muslims, inspired by his example, returned to the field next 
day, and Abi Sufyin and his Makkah army thought it most prudent to withdraw, Madinah was saved, but 
a lesson in faith, constancy, firmness, and steadfastness was learnt by the Muslims. (R). 


443. The two parties wavering in their minds were probably Band Salamah of the Khazraj and Band 
Harithah, but they rallied under the Prophet's inspiration. That incident shows that man may be weak but if 
he allows his weak will, to be governed by the example of men of God, he may yet remedy his weakness. (Eds) 


444, Gratitude to Allah is not to be measured by words. It should show itself in conduct and life. If all 
the Muslims had learnt the true lesson from the victory at Badr, their archers would not have left the posts 
appointed for them, nor the two tribes mentioned in the last note ever wavered in their faith. 


445. Read verse 124 with the following five verses, to get its full signification (Cf 8:9). 
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125. “Yea—if ye remain firm, {2% 
And act aright; even if ad olahe Ge 
The enemy should rush here 


; B47 he oir e. 3 PA 
eee eee sebascessagh 
Making a terrific onslaught. SAG has 

126. Allah made it but a message 4 oe yar Alaalay 
Of hope for you, and an assurance | 


127. That He might cut off Gib abies evs 


A fringe of the Unbelievers*** 


Or expose them to.infamy, °C AIO Stee 
And they should then i itneree ONS 
Be turned back, E12 ns 
Frustrated of their purpose. Suse lela 

128. Not for thee, (but for Allah), $04 Nil < Ah he 
Is the decision: ae ook aa AAG 
Whether He turn in mercy a Sot °4r- rs 
To them, or punish them; ce ie 


For they are indeed wrong- 
doers. **? Cisby 


aZZBtheorse Fe 
129. To Allah belongeth all STNG! 4h Ket 


That is in the heavens 





446. Muscwwim: this is the active voice of the verb, not co be confused with the passive voice in 3:14, 
which has a different signification. 


447, Whatever happens, whether there is.a miracle or not, all help. proceeds from Allah. Man should 
not be so arrogant 4s to suppose that his own resources will.change the current of the world plan. Allah helps 
those who show constancy, courage, and discipline,.and use all) the human means at their disposal, not those 
who fold their hands and have no faith, Bur Allah’s;help is determined on considerations cxalted far above 
our petty human motive, and. by perfect wisdoms, of which we can_have only faint glimpses. 


448, A fringe of the Unbelievers: an extremity, an end, either upper or lower. Here it may mean that 
the chiefs of the Makkan Pagans, who had come to exterminate the Muslims with such confidence, went back 
frustrated in their purpose. The shameless cruelty with which they and their women mutilated the Muslim 
corpses on the battlefield will stand recorded to their eternal infamy. Perhaps it also exposed their real nature 
to somé of those who fought for them. ¢.g.. Khalid ibn al Walid, who not only accepted Islam afterwards, 
but became one of the most notable champions of Islam. He was with the Muslims in the conquest of Makkah, 
and later on, won distinguished honours in Syria and Iraq. 


449. Uhud is as much a signpost for Islam as Badr. For us in these latter days it carries an ever greater 
lesson. Allah's help will come if we have faith, obedience, discipline, unity, and the spirit of acting in righteousness 
and justice: Ifwe fail, His mercy is always open to us, But it is also open ‘to our enemies, and those who seem 
to us His enemies. His Plan-may be to bring sinners to: repentance, and to teach us righteousness and wisdom 
through those who scem in our eyes to be rebellious or even defiant. There may be good in them that He 
sees and we do hota humbling thought that must lead. to our own self-examination and self-improvement. 
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And on earth. Ae Pye e, 

He forgiveth whom He pleaseth Ad: AR aNANs 

And punisheth whom He pleaseth; ds P 

But Allah is Oft-Forgiving, BD GPF. 255 CAA Sha 

Most Merciful. I ae AS oe) 
SECTION 14. 


130. © ye who believe! - AZ 
Devour not Usury,**® 5 SZ sigan Seles Erp 
Doubled and multiplied; 


But fear Allah;that Pe Ss 3 Sails IRR Hee AGO eich 


Ye may (really) prosper.**! 


131. Fear the Fire, which is prepared EN a aki ttt 
For those who reject Faith; oS si ae Pee 


132. And obey Allah 3 My aatl ALT, rp 


And the Messenger; 


i Srpot 44 

That ye may obtain mercy, a pe im) 
133. Be quick in the race of, 6S i aaFouf AS wee 

For forgiveness from your Lord, — Avan Sie yes &ryp 
And for a Garden whose width . Ao Ly 
Is that (of the whole) Seo plogihell Lqnqn ding 
Of the heavens 
And of the earth,**? o_o of | 
Prepared for the righteous — nacre) Sue 


134, Those who spend (freely),*** se HS 
Whether in prosperity, Pali Y: Spaces GN ap 





450. Cf 2.275 and note. The last verse spoke of forgiveness, even to enemies. If such mercy is granted 
by Allah to erring sinners, how much more is it incumbent on us, poor sinners to refrain from oppressing 
our fellow-beings in need, in matters of mere material and ephemeral wealth? Usury is the opposite extreme 
of charity, unselfishness, striving, and giving of ourselves in the service of Allah and of our fellow-men 


451. Real prosperity consists, not in greed, but in giving—the giving of ourselves and of our substance 
in the cause of Allah and Allah's truth and in the service of Allah's creatures. 


452. The Fire ($:1$1) is, as always, contrasted with the Garden—in other words, Hell contrasted with 
Heaven. We are told that its width alone is that of the whole of the heavens and the earth—all the creation 
we can imagine. In other words our spiritual felicity covers not merely this or that part of our being, but 
all life and all existence. Who can measure its width, or length, or depth? (R). 


453. Another definition of the righteous (ve 154-35), So far from grasping material wealth, they give 
freely, of themselves and their substance, not only when they are well-off and it is easy for them to do so, 
but also when they are in difficulties, for other people may be in difficulties at the same time. They do not 
get ruffled in adversity, or get angry when the other people behave badly, or their own good plans fail) On 
the contrary they redouble their efforts, For the charity —or good deed —is all the more necessary in adversity. 
And they do not throw the blame on others, Even where such blame is due and correction is necessary, their 
own mind is free from a sense of grievance, for they forgive and cover other men's faults, This as far as other 
people are concerned, But we may be ourselves at fault, and perhaps we brought some calamity on ourselves. 
The righteous man is not necessarily perfect. In such circumstances his behaviour is described in. the next verse. 
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135. 


136. 


137. 


138. 


Or in adversity; 

Who restrain anger, 
And pardon (all) men— 
For Allah loves those 
Who do good— } 


And those who,*** 

Having done something 

To be ashamed of, 

Or wronged their own souls,*** 
Earnestly bring Allah to mind, 
And ask. for forgiveness 

For their sins— 

And who can forgive 

Sins. except. Allah?— 

And are never obstinate 

In persisting knowingly 

In (the wrong) they have done. 


For such the reward 

Is forgiveness from their Lord, 
And Gardens with rivers 
Flowing underneath — 

An eternal dwelling: 

How excellent a recompense 
For those who work (and strive)! 


any were the Ways of Life*** 
hat have passed away 
Before you: travel through 
The earth, and see what was 
The end of those 
Who rejected Truth. 


Here is a plain statement 
To men, a guidance 
And instruction to those 
Who fear Allah! 
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454. The righteous man, when he finds he has fallen into sin or error, does not whine or despair, but 
asks for Allah's forgiveness, and his faith gives him hope. If he is sincere, that means that he abandons his 
wrong conduct and makes amends. 


455. Sin is a sort of oppression of ourselves by ourselves. This follows from the doctrine of personal 
responsibility, as opposed to that of blind fate or of an angry God or gods lying in wait for revenge or injury 
on mankind, 


456. Of; Tennyson (In. Memoriam); “Our litle systems have their day. They have their day and cease 
to be» They are but broken lights of Thee, And Thou, O. Lord! art more than they.’ Only Allah's Truth will 
last, and it will gain the mastery in the end. If there is defeat, we must not be dejected, lose heart, or give 
up the struggle, Fajth means hope, activity, striving steadfastly on to the goal. 


Sirah 3: Al ‘Imran 
139. So lose not heart, 

Nor fall into despair: 
For ye must gain mastery 
If ye are true in Faith. 


140. 
Be sure a similar wound 
Hath touched the others. 
Such days (of varying fortunes) 
We give to men and men 
By turns; that Allah may know 
Those that believe, 
And that He may take 
To Himself from your ranks 
Martyr-witnesses (to Truth), 
And Allah loveth not 
Those that do wrong. 


141. Allah's object also is to purge*®* 
Those that are true in Faith 
And to deprive of blessing 


Those that resist Faith. 


142. Did ye think that ye 

Would enter Heaven**® 
Without Allah testing 

Those of you who fought hard 
(In His Cause) and 

Remained stead fast? 


Ye did indeed 

Wish for Death 
Before ye met it 

Now ye have seen it 
With your own eyes, 
(And. ye flinch!) 


148. 


If a wound hath touched you,**’ 
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457. These general considerations apply in particular to the disaster in Ubud. (1) In a fight for truth. 
if you are hurt, be sure the adversary has suffered hurt also, the more so as he has no faith to sustain him. 
(2) Success or failure in this world comes to all at. varymg umes: we mus~ not grumble, as we do not sce the 
whole of Allah's Plan. (3) Men's true mettle is known in adversity as gold is assayed in fires C/, also $:154, 
n, 467. (4) Martyrdom is in itself an honour and a privilege; how glorious is the fame of Hamzah the Martyr? 
(5) Lf there is any dross in us, it will be purified by resistance and struggle, (6) When evil is given rope a 
little, it works out its own destruction: the orgies of cruelty indulged in by the Pagans after what they supposed 
to be their victory at Ubud filled up their cup of iniquity; it lost them the support and adherence of the best 
in their own ranks; and hastened the destruction of Paganism from Arabia, Of $127 and n. 448, 


458. The purge or purification was in two senses, (1) It cleared out the Hypocrites from the ranks of 
the Muslim warriors. (2) The testing:time strengthened the faith of the weak and wavering: for suffering has 
its own mission in life. The Prophet's example —wounded but staunch, and firmer than ever— put new life 


into the Gommunity. 


459. Of 2:214 


Surah 3: Al ‘Imran 164 GS = api 


























SECTION 15. 
je YI Se bo in 
144. uhammad is no more*®® 5 lay 
han a Messenger: many is 

Were the Messengers that es oe i te 
passed away st 2 Hh 
Before him, If he died © 4. Aeidscad ta — 
Or were slain, will ye then Kali pal Js Letse oll 


Turn back on your heels? 

If any did turn back 

On his heels, not the least 
~ Harm will he do to Allah; 
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But Allah (on the other hand) (e2%, int 3a 

Will swiftly reward those z J 
Who (serve him) with 2 Cue ag sé 
gratitude. Or SEN Spey 

145. Nor can a soul die my rare ni:} Sleole ¥ 


Except by Allah's leave, 

The term being fixed 

As by writing. If any 

Do desire.a reward 

In this life, We shall give it*®! 

To him; and if any 

Do desire a reward 

In the Hereafter, We shall 

Give it to him, 

And swiftly shall We reward 

Those that (serve us with) 
gratitude, 
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460,, This verse primarily applies to the battle of Whud, in the course of which a cry was raised that the 
Messenger was slain. He had indeed been severely wounded, but Talhah, Abi Bakr, and ‘Ali were at his side, 
and his own unexampled bravery saved the Muslim army from a rout. This verse was recalled again by Abi 
Bakr when the Messenger actually died a natural death eight years later, to remind people that Allah, Whose 
Message he brought, lives forever, And we have need to remember this now and often for two reasons: (1) 
when we feel inclined to pay more than human honour to one who was the truest, the purest, and the greatest 
of men, and thus in a sense to compound for our forgetting the spirit of his teaching, and (2) when we feel 
depressed at the chances and changes of time, and forget that the eternal Allah lives and watches over us 
and over all His creatures now as in all history in the past and in the future. 


146. How many of the Prophets 
Fought (in Allah's way), 
And with them (fought) 
Large bands of godly men? 
But they never lost heart 
If they met with disaster 


461. There is a slight touch of irony in this. As applied to the archers at Ubud, who deserted their post 
for the sake of plunder, they might have got some plunder, but they put themselves and the whole of their 
army into jeopardy. For a little worldly gain, they nearly lost their souls. On the other hand, those who took 
the long view and fought with staunchness and discipline — their reward was swift and sure. If they died, they 
got the crown of martyrdom. If they lived, they were heroes honoured in this life and the next. 
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147. 


148, 


149. 


150. 


In Allah's way, nor did Aaserns 

They weaken (in will) ipadley. aie 
Nor give in, And “Allah ’ 

Loves those who are sctk ox Aine, 2 Ade i F< Ae 


Firm and steadfast. 


All that they said was: a A AS 

“Our Lord! forgive us bo VY Ais 

Our sins and anything ~~ mas 3 ° 

We may. have done 3 prt 3k; pol) pra og 
That transgressed our duty: 

Establish our feet firmly, . A OC athe 
And help us against Cpa pelasl ass 
Those that resist Seqers F458 y 
Faith.” ores aid 
And Allah gave them “ete Omg ss saat 

A reward in this world, ANSI aig Sls Ho 
And the excellent reward ‘4 

Of the Hereafter. For Allah oe JiiZ Zab 4 at 


Loveth those who do good. 


C. 59, —Uhud showed how dangerous it was 

(3:149-180.) To lend ear to enemy suggestions, 
To disobey orders, dispute, lose courage, 
Or seek selfish ends; some even followed 
The evil course of turning back. 
But great is Allah's mercy; where. He helps, 
No harm can come. Trust your Leader, 
The Hyprocrites, in withdrawing from battle, 
Were really helping the Unbelievers, 
But glorious were those who knew 
No fear: those killed in the Cause of Allah _ 
Yet live and thrive and do rejoice: 
And never can those who fight against Faith 
Hurt in the least the Cause of Allah. 


SECTION 16. 
fo 5 
® ye who believe! (yaks oll A i LBRO te asd 
If ye obey the Unbelievers, 
They will drive you back NS *4 ae 
On your heels, and ye Seaives mie 
Will turn back (from Faith) Setie 


To your own loss. apo apart “3° 


Nay, Allah is your Protector, eare(ines race o“ 30 
And He is the best of helpers. Wr pea TE 55 aS 5s ys 56 
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151. Soon shall We cast terror 

Into the hearts of the 
Unbelievers, 

For that they joined companions 
With Allah, for which He had sent 
No authority; their abode 
Will be the Fire; and evil 
Is the home of the wrongdoers|! 


152. Allah did indeed fulfil 

His promise to you 

When ye with His permission 
Were about to annihilate 
Your enemy—until ye flinched 
And fell to disputing 

About the order, ** 

And disobeyed it 

After He brought you in sight 
(Of the Booty) which ye covet. 
Among you are some 

That hanker after this world 
And some that desire 

The Hereafter. Then did He 
Divert you from your foes 

In order to test you.*® 

But He forgave you: 

For Allah is full of grace 

To those who believe. 


153. Behold! ye were climbing up 
The high ground, without even 
Casting a side glance 

At anyone, and the Messenger 
In your rear was calling you 
Back. There did Allah give you 
One distress after another 

By way of requital,*** 
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462, The order was: not to run after booty, but strictly to maintain discipline. Uhud was in the beginning 
a victory for the Muslims. Many of the enemy were slain, and they were retiring when a part of the Muslims, 
against orders, ran in pursuit, attracted by the prospects of booty. See note to 3:12]. 


463. The disobedience seemed at first pleasant: they were chasing the enemy, and there was the prospect 
of booty. But when the gap was noticed by the enemy, they turned the flank round the hill and, nearly 
overwhelmed the Muslims. Had it not been for Allah's grace, and the firmness of their Leader and his immediate 


Companions, they would have been finished. 


464. It would seem that a party of horsemen led by the dashing Khalid ibn al Walid came through 
the gap in the passes where the Muslim archers should have been, and in the confusion that arose, the retreating 
foe rallied and turned back on the Muslims. From the low ground on the bank of the Nullah, the Muslims 
retreated in their turn and tried to gain the hill. They had a double loss: (1) they were baulked of the booty 
they had run after, and (2) their own lives and the lives of their whole army were in danger, and many lives 
were actually lost from their ranks. Their own lives being in danger, they had hardly time to grieve for the 
loss of booty or the general calamity..But it steadied them, and some of them stood the test. 
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To teach you not to grieve 
For (the booty) that had escaped 


you 
And for (the ill) that had befallen 
you. 
For Allah is well aware 
Of all that ye do. 


154, After (the excitement) 
Of the distress, He sent down 
Calm on a band of you 
Overcome with slumber, *** 
While another band 
Was stirred to anxiety 
By their own feelings, 
Moved by wrong suspicions 
Of Allah—suspicions due 
To Ignorance. They said: 
“What affair is this of ours?’’*** 
Say thou: “Indeed, this affair 
Is wholly Allah's.” They hide 
In their minds what they 
Dare not reveal to thee, 
‘They say (to themselves): 
“If we had had anything 
To do with this affair, 
We should not have been 
In the slaughter here.” 
Say: “Even if you had remained 
‘In your homes, those 
For whom death was decreed 
Would certainly have gone 

forth 

To the place of their death’; 
But (all this was)*®’ 
That Allah might test 
What is in your breasts 
And purge what is 
In your hearts. 
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465. After the first surprise, when the enemy turned on them, a great part of the Muslims did their best, 
and seeing their mettle, the enemy withdrew to his camp, There was a lull; the wounded had rest; those who 
had fought the hard fight were visited by kindly Sleep, sweet Nature's nurse. In contrast to them was the band 
of hypocrites, whose behaviour is described in the next note 


466. The hypocrites withdrew from the fighting. Apparently they had been among those who had been 
counselling the defence of Madinah within the walls instead of boldly coming out to meet the enemy. Their 
distress was caused by their own mental state: the sleep of the just was denied them; and they continued to 
murmur of what might have been. Only fools do so: wise men face actualities. 


467. That testing by Allah is not in order that it may add to His knowledge, for He knows: all, It is in 
order to help us subjectively, to mould our will, and purge as of any grosser motives, that will be searched 
out by calamity. If it isa hardened sinner, the test brings conviction out of his ownself O/ also $0140, and 34:2). 
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For Allah knoweth well 44 (auf A Ua 
al 
The secrets of your hearts. D9B\ oly le aa! 


Those of Thee Bt ‘ ‘ “~ Aad : 
Who turned back Pal pall) Go 
On the day the two hosts atee. are 
Met —it was Satan nk IS, elles 


Who caused them. to fail, 


155 


* 


Because of some (evil) { mi gin ay 

They had done. But Allah aay aii 
Has blotted out (their fault); eS 46 46 bare sanier 2240 
For Allah is Oft-Forgiving, ul) gee ais Slept at able al ’ 


Most Forbearing. 


_ Secrion 17. 

156. (B ye who believe! Sa CEN AIC Se 
Be not like the Unbelievers, GAs ly $s Y ial Gail Gis ao 
Who say of their brethren. PT ee ee i es 
When they are travelling ws Ntalz 1 Sh gee | ts anes 
Through the earth or engaged 
In fighting: “If t had ee the 

ashe fink wee ga VARA Se rR seah g1 

With us, they would not ‘fee sit 
Have died, or been slain.” | ce paa 3 ja Gysail A aii 
This that Allah may make it ae pa 
A cause of sighs and regrets a Pa eee 
In their hearts. It is Allah Sh Filly 
That gives Life and Death,” Sree oe = 
And Allah sees well Awa Salata alls 
All that ye do. 





468. Te was the duty of all who were able to fight, to fight in the sacred caver at Uhud But « small 
section were timid), ihey were not quite as bad as those who railed agains Allah, of those who dhioughilesly 
disobeyed orders But they ecill failed in their duty, Ie ie our inner motives that Allah oegards, These timorous 
people were forgiven by Allah, Perhapea they were given another chance: perhaps they rom to it and did their 

then. 


469. ft i wand of faith that makes people afraid (1) of meeting death, (Ff) of doing their duty when ix 
inmolers danger at in travelling in order to cara an honest long, or eghtmg in a sacred came Such fear 
part of the punishment for want of faith, Lf you have faith, there ix no fear in meeting death, for it brings 
you nearer to your goal, nor in meeting danger for a sufficient couse, because you know that the keys of life 
and death are in Allah's hands, Nothing can happen without Allah's WOL Ef it is Allah's Will thar you should 
die, your staying at home will mot save you. Tf it is His Will that you should live, the danger you incur in 
a just cause beings you glory. Supposing t-te His Will thai you should fose your life in ihe danger, there are 
three comiderations thar would make you ragerto meet li) (1) dying in doing your duty ie the best means 
of reaching Allahy Merey; (2) the man of faith koe that he i mot going co an unknown Country of which 
he has no news: he is going nearer to Allah. anil (9) he ie being “brooghr-sogether” unt Allah: re, be will 
mcet all bis dear ones in faith: inured of the separation which the souk without faith fear, ber looks forward 
8 a surer reunion than iv pomible in this life (Cf 2:67) 
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57. And if yeare slain, or die, $3,424) “ars 
In the way-of Allah, aaa3] otitis polscads Soy) 
Forgiweness and mercy sree be Pio siege a ax 
From Allah-are far better yaa a poder yallleye ree 
Than all they could amass.‘ 


158. And if ye die, or are slain, + peut fe 2 47 
Lo! it is unto Allah hg pn al (SY pslas\ ce fe bs Sump 


That ye are brought together. 


159. Br is, part.of the Mercy Saal Gas5lls Sep 
Of Allah that thou dost deal ~ 
Gently with them.‘ ait Lieits<<: 
Wert chou severe vi a 
Or harsh-hearted, es Bese 


They would have broken away 
From about thee: so pass over 
(Their faules), and ask 
For (Allah's) forgiveness 


Apiectyore Sat 


160, 


For them: and consult 

Them in affair (of moment). 
Then, when thou hast 

Taken a decision, 

Put thy trust.in Allah, 

For Allah loves those 

Who put their trust (in Him). 


If Allah helps you, 

None can overcome you: 

lf He forsakes you. 

Who is there, after that, 
That can help you? 

In Allah, then, 

Let Believers put their trust. 
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470, Nowce « beaunifil little titerary touch bene, As fire aight you would eapece the second peron 
here ("you could amass), to match the second person in, the earlier, clause But remember that the second 
pemon inthe earlier claue refers oo the man oof faith, and the third pereonin che Jas line cfers to 
the Uvlvelievers;. as iE it aaide OF coure you aa. a.man-of fauah would not be for boarding niches; your 


lt far mone precious chan anything the Unbelievers can amass in their 


47h. The caoemels pentic oaquit.of Muhammad endeared him. to all, and iis reckoned. as one of, che 
Mercies of Allah. One of the Prophet) tithes is “A Mency tw all Creation” At oo thine waa this gentleness, this 
mercy. this long-nifering with human weaknewes, more valuable than after a disaster like that at Ubud. ft 
is os Cope lie qpoaliry, which thes, ws always, bownd and binds the souls of countless men co him. 
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If any person is so false, mys iS 
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He shall, on the Day a pbuh iis 
Of Judgement, restore 
What he misappropriated; e--mis et ta Gn 
Then shall every soul CAST ais Je Bee 
Receive its due, “re 
Whatever it earned — 5 yallo oy 
And none shall be 
Dealt with unjustly. 
162. Is the man who follows Moseye Sal ee 


The good pleasure of Allah 
Like the man who draws 
On himself the wrath 

Of Allah, and whose abode 
Is in Hell?— 

A woeful refuge! 
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163. They are in varying grades 
In the sight of Allah, 
And Allah sees well, 


All that they. do. “tase 5 ax Saad] 
164. Allah did confer Sad all uit i 


A great favour 

On the Believers*’® 

When He sent among them 
A Messenger from among 
Themselves, rehearsing 
Unto them the Signs 

Of Allah, sanctifying them, gas ie : 
And instructing them Blok: 1255S; 
In Scripture and Wisdom, July of ‘ 
While; before that, 
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472. Besides the gentleness of his nature, Al Mustafa was known from his earliest life for his trust. 
worthiness. Hence his title of af Amin. Unscrupulous people often-read their own low motives into other 
men, and their accusation, which is meant to injure, fastens on the various virtues for which the man they 
attack is well known Some of the hypocrites after Uhud raised some doubts about the division of the 
spoils, thinking to sow ‘the seeds of poison in the hearts of the men who had deserted their posts in their 
craving for booty Those low suspicions were never believed in by any sensible people, and they have no 
interest for us how But the general principles here declared are of eternal value. (1) Prophets of Allah 


do not act from unworthy motives, (2) Those who act from such motives are spiritually the lowest of 
creatures, and they will make no profit. (5) A Prophet of Allah is not to be judged by the same standard 
as a greedy creature. (4) In Allah's cyes there are various grades of men, and we must try to understand 
and appreciate such grades. If we trust our Leader, we shall not question his honesty without cause. If he is 
dishonest, he is nor fit to be a leader (R). 


473. Cf 2:15). 
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They had been en ae ee 

In manifest error. ne phe ds 
165. What! When a single 5c 4 &4- AVE <j ae) 

Disaster smites you, << : 3 

Although ye smote (your he, tg Sellneto's yah € 0° 

enemies) \ te als Cals Als 

With one twice as great, Z 

Do ye say?— a ee oa 

“Whence is this?” rntsl ne Ce ys 

Say (to them): 3 bs 

“It is from yourselves: So se 5 Vea 15) 


For Allah hath power 
Over all things.”*7* 


166. What ye suffered . "viol FAK <r wg 
On the day the two armies Det rae © 
Met, was with the leave < tytn se to 
Of Allah, in order that ines ell lad sablools 
He might test*’® the Believers — 

"¢ m3 oy 7.42.4 

167. And the Hypocrites also.*’® ahs i fat “ATS Envy 
These were told: “Come, Se “ * 
Fight in the way of Allah, er a PIS os ests 
Or (at least) drive (padaigl ale Silas (SUS 
(The foe from your city)." ar 
They said: “Had we known BD er get fn. ay 
There would be a fight, we roar Sis Ais (36 

should 

Certainly have followed you.” © fF cr panr Set cen the tok 
They: were that’ day Seeley AS 
Nearer to Unbelief ae 4 { ; 
Than to Faith, I de hocee Cy erg Bee oat a 
Saying with their lips eas Bolen ee» yy) gf 


What was not in their hearts. . f 
But Allah hath full knowledge 4) OAT era br {< 
Of all they conceal. arg #9 





474, If Uhud was a reverse co the Muslims, they had inflicted a reverse twice as great on the Makkans 
at Badr. This reverse was noc without Allah's permission, for He wanted to test and purify the faith of those 
who followed Islam, and to show them that they must strive and do all in their power to deserve Allah's help. 
If they disobeyed orders and neglected discipline, they must attribute the disaster to themselves and not to Allah, 


475. Test: literally know, See n. 467 to $:154. 


476. The tesing of the hypocrites was the searching out of their motives and exposing them to the sight 
of their brethren, who might otherwise have been taken in. In the first place they gave counsels of caution 
in their minds it was nothing but cowardice. In the second place, what they wished was not the good of the 
community but its being placed in a contemptible position, When the others were for self-sacrifice, they were 
for ease and fair words. Pretending to be Muslims, they were nearer to unbelief. fronically they pretended 
to know nothing of fighting, and left their devout brethren to defend their faith and ideas. If char devour 
spirit did not appeal to them, they might at least have defended their city of Madinah when it was threatened — 
defended their hearths and homes as good citizens, s) 
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168. (They are) the ones that say, mI 4s at 
(Of their brethren slain), hs a Vso co 
While they themselves Bg oe ie, 
Sit (at ease): “If only ses Betbt S1cc5; 
They had listened to us, 

They would not have been slain.” - ote ss Bort see 
Say: “Avert death SS Ea AL i 
From your own selves, " sg 

If ye speak the truth.” pee o} 

169. Think not of those Se) wth hc Gegec,s ae 
Who are slain in Allah’s way ail SONY &) 


As dead. Nay, they live,*’’ Pe DOD oe oe aw 
Finding their sustenance OP ree ec ASC 
In the Presence of their Lord; 77 


170. They rejoice in the Bounty SPAS eA i rae 
Provided by Allah: Aad on Neeley inns © 
And with regard to those oe) Mex this se oe ae fb atoe<- 
‘Left-behind, who have not ble Soe og [gaol SIGS Pte 55 
Yet joined them (in their bliss), , : < 
The (Martyrs) glory in the fact yt Sct be 4d. Seta 
That on them is no fear, —S? apa i gi 
Nor have they (cause to) grieve.*”* 

: 5720.5, JEio 55 ap 

171. They glory in the Grace ws 
And the Bounty from Allah, 

And in the fact that SS alll ps 
Allah suffereth not ~ allied 


The reward of the Faithful 
To be lost (in the least). 
SECTION 18. 


172. @E those who answered 1A A ah 
The call of Allah slob alill 





477. A beautiful passage about the Martyrs in the cause of Truth. They are not dead: they live—and 
in a far higher and deeper sense than in the life they have left. Even those who have no faith in the Hereafter 
honour those that die in their cause, with the crown of immortality in the minds and memories of generations 
unborn. But in Faith we see a higher, truer, and less relative immortality. Perhaps “immortality” is not the 
right word in this connection, as it implies a continuation of this life. In their case, through the gateway of 
death, they enter, the true real Life, as opposed to its shadow here. Our carnal life is sustained with carnal 
food, and its joys and pleasures at their best are those which are projected on the screen of this material world. 
Their real Life is sustained from the ineffable Presence and Nearness of Allah. Cf 2:154, and see how the 
idea is further developed here. 


478. The Martyrs not only rejoice at the bliss they have themselves attained. The dear ones left behind 
are in their thoughts: itis part of their glory that they have saved their dear ones from fear, sorrow, humiliation, 
and grief, in this life, even before they come to share in the glories of the Hereafter 


Note how the refrain: “on them shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve’: comes in here with a new and 
appropriate meaning. Besides other things, it means that the dear ones have no cause to grieve at the death 
of the Martyrs; rather have they cause to rejoice. 


Sirah 3: Al ‘Imran 


And the Messenger; 

Even after being wounded,*’’ 
Those who do right 

And refrain from wrong 
Have a great reward — 


178. Men said to them: 
“A great army is gathering 
Against you, so fear them”: 
But it (only) increased 
Their Faith; they said: 
“For us Allah sufficeth, 
And He is the best 


Disposer of affairs.” 


174. And they returned 
With Grace and Bounty 
From Allah; no harm 
Ever touched them: 
For they followed 
The good pleasure of Allah: 
And Allah is the Lord 
Of bounties unbounded. 


175. I is only the Evil One 
That suggests to you 
The fear of his votaries: 
Be ye not afraid 
Of them, but fear Me, 
If ye have Faith. 


176. Let not those grieve thee 
Who rush headlong 
Into Unbelief: 
Not the least’ harm 
Will they do to Allah: 
Allah's Plan is that He 
Will give them no portion 
In the Hereafter, 
But a severe punishment. 
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479. After the confusion at Uhud, men rallied round the Prophet. He was wounded | and they were wounded, 
but they were all ready to fight again. Abt Sufylin with his Makkans withdrew, but left a challenge with them 
to meet him and his army again at the fair of Badr al Sughra next year. The challenge was accepted, and 
a picked band.of Muslims under their intrepid Leader kept the tryst, bur the enemy did not come. They returned. 
not only anharmed) but enriched by the trade at the fair, and (it may be presurned) strengthened by the accession 
of new adherents to their cause: 
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177. Those who purchase CSUN BIS Ate 
-Unbelief at the price om ae ET IS! ow 
Of faith — Gl 55, 
Not the least harm Sail igs ao) 
Will they do to Allah, 
But they will have MAE B47 2 dG- 
A grievous punishment. 5) olde ed) : 
178. Let not the Unbelievers SENECA Avy 
Think that Our respite ‘ 
To them is good for themselves: a TS hace) Oh tt Bic 
We grant them respite rt Ne gs 
That they may grow**® Coe teticer, age ott 
In their iniquity: Chats Ah S65 
But they will have 
A shameful punishment. thas eulio A; 


179. Alla will not. leave ene 4 ee yriKs As 
Believers in the state cse5) a S6E 


In which ye are now, we ok eu oD Ae 
Until He separates ale I UL 
. What is evil ges “ 
From what is good.*™! Ss E45IG 5 ES 
Nor will Allah disclose s 
To you the secrets tt 4- ZO Putte a 
Of the Unseen, ** 5 Nk abel ilS6; 
But He chooses ap. livd. ans ylang Oe 
Of His Messengers padi seals r 
(For the purpose) 
Whom He pleases. GUA se arid 
So believe in Allah shes sills 
And His Messengers; pAcrre yp oA OL 
And if ye believe \sam » peas oly 
And do right, 


Ye have a reward #47 AKG 


Without measure. 





480. That. the cup of their iniquity may be full. The appetite for sin grows with what it feeds on. The 
natural result is that the sinner sinks deeper into sin. If there is any freedom of will, this naturally follows, 
though Allah's Grace is always ready for the repentant. If the Grace is rejected, the increase of iniquity makes 
the nature of iniquity plainer to those who might otherwise be attracted by its glitter. The working of Allah's 
Law is therefore both just and merciful. See also the next verse and 9:55 


481. The cesting of good men by calamities and evil men by leaving them in che environment of good 
things‘is part of the Universal Plan, in which some freedom of choice is left to man, The psychological and 
subjective test is unfailing, and the separation is effected partly by the operation of the human wills, to which 
some freedom is allowed, But it must. be effected, if only.in the interests of the good. 


482. Man in his weak state would be most miserable if he could see the secrets of the future or the secrets 
of the Unseen. But things are revealed to him from time to time as may be expedient for him, by Messengers 
chosen for the purpose. Our duty is to hold fast by faith and lead a good life. 
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180. And let not those 2 Ag ore Shersen Ge 
Who covetously withheld OF MN Got V5 
Of the gifts which Allah oer UB EIRD, ~ 
Hath given them of His Grace,‘ odbnad c9 Al ageale ey 
Think that it is good for them: ” 
Nay, it will be the worse Bye Bs 3 tee for vs 
For them; soon shall the things PAS che 
Which they covetously withheld ns s AAG he 
Be tied to their necks FRE Hh gn <& Os sk 
Like a twisted collar,*** 
On the Day of Judgement, AN erst 4a sr 4- 
To Allah belongs the heritage*** Mich N ec 


Of the heavens and the earth; je nage 
And. Allah is well-acquainted SSMS 
With all that ye do, af sitet 


C. 60.—Regard, unmoved, the taunts of those 

($:181-200.) Who laugh at faith; nor let their falsehood 
Nor their seeming prosperity, raise 
Questions in your minds. All 
Who can read the Signs of Allah in Nature 
Know His wisdom, goodness, power, 
And justice. They know His promise 
Is sure, and in humble prayer, 
Wholly put their trust in Him. 


SECTION 19. 
181. lah hath heard Ze this &. 4 qs(- — 2% 
he taunt of those HIVE OMI Salo Ray 


Who say: “Truly, Allah*** 





483. The gifts are of al) kinds: material gifts, such as wealth, property, strength of limbs, etc, , or intangible 
gifts, such as influence, birth in a given set, intellect, skill, insight, etc., or spiritual gifts of the highest kind. 
The spending of all these things (apart from what is necessary for ourselves) for those who need them, is charity, 
and purifies our own character The withholding of them (apart from our néeds) is similarly greed and telfishnem, 
and is strongly condemned. 


484. By an apt metaphor the miser is told that his wealth or the other gifts which he hoarded will cling 
round his neck and do him’ no good. He will wish he could get rid of them, but he will not be able to do 
so. According to the Biblical phrase in another connection they will hang like a millstone round his neck 
(Matt. 18:6). The metaphor here is fuller He hugged his wealth or his gifts about him. They will become 
like a heavy collar, the badge of slavery, round his neck. They will be tied tight and twisted, and they will 
give him pain and anguish instead of pleasure, Cf also 17:15. 


485. Another metaphor is now introduced. Material wealth or property is only called ours during our 
short life here So all gifts are ours in trust only; they ultimately revert to Allah, to Whom belongs all chat 
is in the heavens or on earth (Cf 6:165), (R). 


486. In. 2:245 we read: "Who is he that will loan to Allah a beautiful loan?” In other places charity or 
spending in the way of Allah is metaphorically described as giving to Allah. The Holy Prophet often used 
that-expression in appealing for funds to be spent in the way of Allah. The scoffers mocked and said: ‘So 
Allah is indigent and we are rich!” This blasphemy was of a piece with all their conduct in history, in slaying 
the Prophets and men of God. 
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Is indigent and we 

Are rich!’—We shall 
Certainly record their word 
And (their act) of slaying 
The Prophets in defiance**’ 
Of right, and We shall say: 
“Taste ye the Penalty 

Of the Scorching Fire! 


182. “This is because 
Of the (unrighteous deeds) 
Which your hands 
Sent on before ye;*** 
For Allah never harms 
Those who serve Him.” 


183. They (also) said: “Allah took 
Our promise not to believe 
In a messenger unless 
He showed us a sacrifice 
Consumed by fire**® 
(From heaven).” Say: 
“There came to you 
Messengers before me, 
With Clear Signs 
And even with what 
Ye ask for: why then 
Did ye slay them, 

If ye speak the truth?” 


184. Then if they reject thee, 
So were rejected messengers 
Before thee, who came 
With Clear Signs, 
And the Scriptures, 
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487, For the expression “slaying in defiance of right,’ Cf 3:21, and 3:112, 


488. Cf, 2:95. and note, 


489° Burnt sacrifices figured in the Mosaic Law, and in the religious ceremonies long before Moses, but 
it is not true that the Mosaic Law laid down a fire from heavens on a burnt sacrifice as a test of the credentials 
of Prophets, Even if it had been so, did the Jews obey the Prophets who showed this Sign? In Leviticus 9:25-24, 
we are told a burnt offering prepared by Moses and Aarcn: “and there came a fire out from before the Lord, 
and consumed upon the altar the burnt offering and the fat.’ Yet the people rebelled frequently against Moses, 
and rebellion against a Prophet is spiritually an attempt to kill him. Abel's offering 
(sacrifice) was probably a burnt offering: it was accepted by Allah, and he was killed by Cain out of 
jealousy: Gen. 4:3-8\ Mosaic sacrifices were no longer needed by the people of Jesus or the people of 


Muhammad. 
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Enlightenment.*** 


185. Every soul shall have SAae gc; 


A taste of death:*” 

And only on the Day *, A2\(2% #4 

Of Judgement shall you acl i S> ARS LIS; 
Be paid your full recompense. 


Only he who is saved Wit a 
Far from the Fire gl ye Tu 
And admitted to the Garden ph: gn Gy 3.0 v3 
Will have attained 5G Ss TT 33 3 
The object (of Life): 
For the life of this world FEA eae AW (Geta 4 cael 1 ea 
Is but goods and chattels a¥} Gall yod 
Of deception.** 

186. Ye shall certainly se a a ee Sd be 
Be tried and tested rst So 
In your possessions iB) 26 28 


And in your personal selves;** Canal; Saws! 3 


And ye shall certainly 


Hear much that will grieve you, 4 $2 ct, Mes 
From those who yeeeived ‘s NS ye ESM SNS Ay. 
The Book before you c - ; » 
And from those who A AKA 4 rl Se5 
Worship many gods. 

But if ye persevere SAAR AKY % 

Patiently, and guard NS Os | 5225 vers 5 ol3 
Against evil—then 

That will be at rz: 
A determining factor avd Are 


In all affairs. 





490. The three things mentioned in the Text are: (1) Clear Signs (bayymat); (2) Zubur, and (3) al Kitab 
al Munir. The signification of (1) I have explained in the note to 5:62, as far as they relate to Jesus. In a more 
general sense, it means the clear evidence which Allah's dealings furnish about a man of God haying a true 
mission; e.g., Moses in relation to Pharaoh, (2) The word Zubur has been translated as scriptures, It comes 
from the root Zabara which implies something hard. The commentators are not agreed, but the prophetic 
writings which seemed to conternporariesdifficult to understand may well be meant here. David's psalms (Zabiir, 
4:163:and 21-105) may also.come under this description. As to (3), there is no doubt about the literal meaning 
of the words, “the Book of Enlightenment’) But what does it precisely refer to? I take it to mean the fundamental 
guide to conductthe clear rules laid down in all Dispensations to help men to lead good lives. (R). 


491, The soul will not die; but the death of the body will give a taste of death to the soul when the soul 
separates from the body. The soul will then know that this life was but a probation. And seeming inequalities 
will be adjusted finally on the Day of Judgement (C/..21:35 and 29:57). 


492. Cf. Longfellow’s Psalm of Life: “All this world’s a fleeting show, For man’s illusion given’. The only 
Reality will be when we have attained our final goal. 


493. Not wealth and possessions only (or want of them), are the means of our trial. All our personal 
talents, knowledge, opportunities, and their opposites~in fact everything that happens to us and makes up 
our personality is a means of our testing. So is our Faith; we shall have to put.up for it many insults from 
those who do not share it. 
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To make it known 
And clear to mankind, 
And not to hide it; 
But they threw it away 
Behind their backs,‘ 


And purchased with it ~ RY 5 Cathet iw 
Some miserable gain! 

And vile was the bargain BS ere vee 
They made! Ay, pis 


188, Think not that those 
Who exult in what they 
Have brought about, and love 
To be praised for what 
They have not done—** 
Think not that they 
Can escape the Penalty. 
For them is a Penalty 
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190. #iehold! In the creation 
f the heavens and the earth, 
And the alternation 
Of Night and Day—**’ 


PNG oscaige sO 
Mba 


494. Truth —Allah’s Message — comes to any man or nation as a matter of sacred crust. It should be broadcast 
and published and taught and made clear to all within reach. Privileged priesthood at once erects a barmer. 
But worse —when such priesthood tampers with the truth, taking what suits it and ignoring the rest, it has 
sold Allah's gift for a miserable ephemeral profit; how miserable, it will learn when Nemesis comes. 





495. Cf. 22101, 


496. A searching picture of the worldly wise! They may cause mischief and misery to others, but gloat 
over any glory it may bring them! They may trample down Allah's truths, and enthrone false standards of 
worship, They may take credit for virtues they do not possess and seeming successes that come in spite of their 
despicable deceptions. 


497, See 2:164, The two items mentioned here:are just brief symbols recalling the six or seven mentioned 
in the other passage, And those too are but brief symbols and reminders of the glorious majesty of Allah and 
His goodness to man. 
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There are indeed Signs 
For men of understanding — 


191. Men who celebrate 
The praises of Allah, 
Standing, sitting, 
And lying down on their 

sides, *** 

And contemplate 
The (wonders of) creation 
In the heavens and the earth, 
(With the thought): 
“Our Lord! not for naught 
Hast Thou created (all) this! 
Glory to Thee! Give us*®® 
Salvation from the Penalty 
Of the Fire. 


192. “Our Lord! any whom Thou 
Dost admit to the Fire, 
Truly Thou coverest with shame, 
And never will wrongdoers 
Find any helpers! 


198. “Our Lord! we have heard 
The call of one calling 
(Us) to Faith, ‘Believe ye 
In the Lord; and we 
Have believed. Our Lord! 
Forgive us our sins, 
Blot out from us 
Our iniquities, and take 
To Thyself our souls 
In the company of the righteous. 


194, “Our Lord! Grant us 
What Thou didst promise 
Unto us through Thy Messengers, 
And save us from shame 
On the Day of Judgment; 
For Thou never breakest 
Thy promise.” 
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498, That is, in all postures, which again is symbolical of all circumstances — personal, social, economic, 
historical and other. 


499. It is the thought of Salvation that connects all these glari 


with man. Otherwise man would be 


a miserable, contemptible creature in these beauties and wonders of Nature, With his high destiny of Salvation 
he can be lifted even higher than these glories! The Fire is a symbol of penalty. We pray for salvation from 


the penalty, 
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195. 


196. 


197. 


198. 


199. 


And their Lord hath accepted 
Of them, and answered them: 
“Never will I suffer to be lost 
The work of any of you, 
Be he male or female: 
Ye are from, one 

another;> 
Those who have left their homes, 
And were driven out therefrom, 
And suffered harm in My Cause, 
And fought and were slain— 
Verily, I will blot out 
From them their iniquities, 
And admit them into Gardens 
With rivers flowing beneath— 
A reward from the Presence*® 
Of Allah, and from His Presence 
Is the best of rewar 


et not the strutting about 
f the Unbelievers 
Through the land 
Deceive thee: 


Little is it for enjoyment: 
Their ultimate abode 

Is Hell; what an evil bed 
(To lie on)! 


On the other hand, for those 
Who fear their Lord, 

Are Gardens, with rivers 
Flowing beneath; therein 


_Are they to dwell (forever) — 


A gift from the Presence 
Of Allah; and that which is 
In the Presence of Allah 

Is the best (bliss) 

For the righteous. 


And there are, certainly, 
Among the People of the Book, 


Ce Bp 


parce es een B gap 


Bi Ss aks SER or 
ieals i p> a GIG Sas she Be et 
DIST eee tag 


le Ns pplecortie! eS 
Lis nie: 


Pe oe 


ol ait elon ke Ga Biases 


aaa SOs aks Gop 
QU F% “ Cig 


(SASS 
SENIGA mc BES . 
Ale GCs 


SWE riwe 


Ac? “22 


et) A 


© 


Sa Lal S!5 Ses) 





500. In Islam the equal status of the sexes is not only recognised but insisted on. If sex distinction, which 
is a distinction in nature, does not count in spiritual matters, still less of course would count artifical distinctions, 
such as rank, wealth, position, race, colour, birth, etc. 


501. Here, and in 3:198, 4:175, and in many places elsewhere, stress is laid on the fact that whatever 


gift, or reward, or bliss will come to the righteous, its chief merit will be that it proceeds from the Presence 


of Allah Himself. 


“Nearness to Allah’ expresses it better than any other symbol. 
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Those who believe in Allah, 
In the revelation to you, 

And in the revelation to them, 
Bowing in humility to Allah; 
They will not sell 

The Signs of Allah 

For a miserable gain! 

For them is a reward 

With their Lord, 

And Allah is swift in account. 


200. O ye who believe! 
Persevere in patience*®* 
And constancy; vie 
In such perseverance; 
Strengthen each other; 
And fear Allah; 


That ye may prosper.*® 
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502. The full meaning of Sabr is to be understood here, viz: patience, perseverance, constancy, self-restraint, 
refusing to be cowed down. These virtues we are to exercise for ourselves and in relation to others; we are 
to set an example, so that others may vie with us, and we are to vie with them, lest we fall short; in this way 
we strengthen each other and bind our mutual relations closer, in our common service to Allah. 


503. Prosperity (falah) here and in other passages is to be understood in a wide sense, including prosperity 
in our mundane affairs as well as in spiritual progress. In both cases it implies happiness and the attainment 


of our wishes, purified by the love of Allah. 


Intro. to Surah 4 182 


INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 4—4dL NISA’ 


This Surah is tlosely connected chronologically with Surah 3. Its subject matter deals with 
the social problems which the Muslim community had to face immediately after Uhud, While 
the particular occasion made the necessity urgent, the principles laid down have permanently 
governed Muslim Law and social practice. 


Broadly speaking, the Surah consists of two parts: (1) that dealing with women, orphans, 
inheritance, marriage, and family rights generally, and (2) that dealing with the recalcitrants in 
the larger family, the community at Madinah, vez., the Hypocrites and their accomplices. 


Summary —It begins with an appeal to the solidarity of mankind, the rights of women and 
orphans, and the implications of family relationship, including an equitable distribution of propery 
after death. (4:1-14 and C. 61.) 


While the decencies of family life should be enforced, women should: be’/beld in honour and 


their rights recognised, in marriage, property, and inheritance; and this principle of goodness 
should be extended to all beings, great and small. (4:15-42, and C. 62.) 


The sections in Madinah, not yet in the Muslim community, should not go after false gods, 
but should accept the authority of the Prophet, and obey him. Then it will be their privilege 
to be admitted to a great and glorious Fellowship. (4:43-70, and C. 63.) 


The Believers should organize in self-defence against their enemies, and beware of the secret 
plots arid mischiefs of the Hypocrites; how deserters should be treated. (4:71-9]1, and C. 64,), 


Caution about the taking of life; recommendations for leaving places inimical to Islam; religious 
duties in the midst of war. (4:92-104, and C. 65.) 


Treachery and the lure of evil. (4:105-126, and C. 66.) 


Women and orphans to be justly dealt with; Faith must go with justice, sincerity, and moderation 
n speech. (4:127-152, and C. 67.) 


Where People of the Book went wrong, with honourable exceptions. (4:153-176, and C. 68.) 


C. 61.—All mankind are one, and mutual rights 

(4:1-14.) Must be respected; the sexes 
Must honour, each the other; 
Sacred are family relationships 
That rise through marriage 
And women bearing children; 
Orphans need especial loving care; 
In trust is held all property; 
With duties well-defined; 
And after death, due distribution 

7 . Should be made in equitable shares 

To all whose affection, duty, 
And trust shed light and joy 
On this our life below. 
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Countless men and women— 


Fear Allah, through Whom’? ee. SAS oA Sls 
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Ever watches over you. 
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(When they reach their age), *” r- $0) 
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504. Nafs may mean: (1) soul: (2) self; (3) person, living person; (4) will, good pleasure, as in 4:4 below. 
MmAa: | follow the construction suggested by Imam R4&zi. The particle min would then suggest here nor a 
portion or a source of something else, but # species, a nature, a similarity. The pronoun Ad refers of course 
to Nafs (Cf 7189). (R). 


505. All our mutual rights and duties are referred to Allah. We are His creacures; His Will is the standard 
and measure of Good; and our duties are measured by our conformity with His Will. “Our wills are ours. 
to make them Thine.” says Tennyson (/n Memoriam). Among ourselves (human beings) our mutual rights and 
duties arise out of Allah's Law, the sense of Right that is implanted in us by Hin. 


506. Among the most wonderful mysteries of our nature is that of sex. The unregenetate male is apt, 
in the pride of his physical strength, to forget the all-important part which the female plays in his very existence, 
and in all che social relationships that arise in our collective human lives. The mother that bore us must ever 
have our reverence, The wife, through whom we enter parentage, must have our reverence. Sex, which governs 
so mach our physical life, and has so much influence on our emotional and higher nature, deserves not our 
fear, or our contempt, or our amused indulgence, but—our reverence in the highest sense of the term (Cf 
50:21). With this fitting introduction we enter on a discussion of women, orphans, and family relationships. 


507. Justice to orphans is enjoined, and three things are particularly mentioned as temptations in the 
way of a guardian: (1) He must not postpone restoring all his ward's property when the time comes; subject 
to 4:5 below. (2) If there is a list of property, it is not enough that that list should be technically followed: 
the property restored must be of equal value to the property received: the same principle applies where there 
is no list. (3) Lf property is managed together, or where perishable goods must necessarily be cansumed, the 
strictest probity is necessary when the separation takes place, and this is insisted on. See also 2:220:and note. 
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3. Jf ye fear that ye shall not Caaf vo fete a 
a able to deal justly rtd ei kos Y wisi) 5 @ 


With the orphans,*** 
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508. Notice the conditional clause about orphans, introducing the rules abour marriage. This reminds 
us of the immediate occasion of the promulgation of this verse. lr was after Ubud, when the Muslim community 
was left with many orphans and widows and some captives of war Their treatment was to be governed by 
principles of the greatest humanity and equity. The occasion is past, but the principles remain. Marry the 
orphans if you are quite sure that you will in that way protect their interests and their property, with perfect 
justice to them and to your own dependants if you have any. If not. make other arrangements for the orphans 


509. The unrestricted number of wives of the “Times of Ignorance” was now strictly imited to a maximum 
of four, provided you could treat them with equality (Cf 33:4 and $3251), (R) 


510. This applies to orphans, but the wording is perfectly general, and_defines principles like those of 
Chancery in English Law and the Court of Wards in Indian Law, Property has not only its rights but also 
its responsibilities. The owner may nov do just what he likes absolutely: his right is limited by the good of 
the community of which he isa member, and if he is incapable of understanding it, his control should be 
retnoved. This does notmean that he is harshly dealt: with: On the contrary his interest’ must be protected, 
and he mast be created with specal kindness because of his incapacity. 


51. Your propertye Ultimately all property belongs to Allah, and is intended for the support of the 
community: It is held in trdst by a particular individual. If he is incapable, ‘he is put aside but gently and 
with kindness. While his i incapacity remains, the duties and responsibilities devolve on his guardian even more 
strictly than in the case of the original owner: for he may nor take any of the profits for himself unless he 
is poor, and in that case his remuneration for his trouble must be on a scale that aisle pliryinasiagit and 
reasonable 
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512, The age of marriage is the age when they reach their majority. 


513. It is good to take human witnesses when you faithfully discharge your trust; but remember that, 
however fully you satisfy your fellow-men when you give your account to them, there is a stricter account due 
from you to Allah. Tf you are righteous in Allah's eyes, you must follow these stricter standards. 


514. 1 have resisted the temptation to translate “next of kin,” as this phrase has a technical meaning in 
Indian Law, referring to certain kinds of heirs, whereas here the people meant are those whose inheritance 
isto be divided, The shares,are specified, Here the general principles are laid down that females inherit as 
well as males, and that-relatives who have! no legal shares, orphans, and indigent people are not to be treated 
harshly, if present at che division. (R), 
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515, It is 2 touching argument addressed to those who have to divide an estate. ‘How anxious would you 
be if you had left a helpless family behind?’ If others do so. help and be kind 


516; The principles of inheritance law are laid down in broad outline in the Qur'an: the precise detail 
have been worked out on the basis of the Prophet's practice and that of hisCompanions, and by interpretation 
and analogy. Muslim jurists have collected a vast amount of learning on this subject, and this body of law 
is enough by itelf to form the subject of life-long study, Here we shall deal only with the broad principles 
to be gathered from the Text, as interpreted by the Jurists. 


(1) The power of testamentary disposition extends over only one-third of the Property; the remaining two 
thirds are distributed among heirs as laid down, (2) All distribution takes place after the legacies and debts 
(including funeral expenses) have first. been paid. (3), Legacies cannot be left to any of the heirs, included in 
the scheme of distribution; or it will amount to upsetting the shares and undue preference of one heir to another 
(4) Generally, but not always, the male takes a share double that of a female in his own category. 


517. At first sight. the Arabic words seem to mean: “If more than two daughters” But the alternative 
in the next clause is: “if only one daughter” Logically. therefore, the first clause must mean: “if daughcers, 
two-or more.’ This isthe general interpretation, and is confirmed by the supplementary provision in 4:17€ 
at the end of the Surah, which should be read along with this. 
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518. The verse deals with the portions allotted to (a) children, and (b) parents. The next verse deals with 
the portions allotted to (c) husband or wife of the deceased, and (d) collaterals. The children’s shares are fixed, 
but their amount will depend upon what goes to the parents. If both parents are living, and there are also 
children, both father and mother take a sixth each: if only one parent is living, he or she takes his or her 
sixth; and the rest goes to the children. If the parents are living, and there is no child or other heir, the mother 
gets a third (and the father the remaining two-thirds); if there are no children, but there are brothers or sisters 
(this is interpreted strictly in the plural), che mother has a sixth. and the father apparently the residue, as 
the father excludes collaterals, This is far from being an exhaustive statement, but it establishes the proposition 
that children and parents have always some share if they survive, but their shares are affected by the existence 
and number of the heirs in these categories. 


12. Jn what your wives leave, 
Your share is a half, 
If they leave no child; 
But if they leave a child, 
Ye get a fourth; after payment 
Of legacies and debts. 
In what ye leave, 
Their share is a fourth,*" 
If ye leave no child; 
But if ye leave a child, 
They get an eighth; after 


payment 
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Of legacies and debts, 


Ue the man or woman 
Whose inheritance is in 
question, 
Has left neither ascendants nor 
descendants, *?° 





519. The husband takes a half of his deceased wife's property if she leaves no child, the rest going to 
residuaries; if she leaves a child, the husband gets only a fourth. Following the rule that the female share 
is generally half the male share, the widow gets a fourth of her deceased husband's property, if he leaves no 
children, and an eighth if he leaves children. If there are more widows than one, their collective share is a 
fourth or an eighth as the case may be: miter se they divide equally. 


520. The word in Arabic is Aalalah, which is so construed usually, But it was nowhere defined authoritatively 
in the lifetime of the Messenger. This was one of the three terms about which Umar wished that the Messenger 
had defined them in his lifetime, the other two being KAilafah, and rb@ (usury). On the accepted definition, 
we are concerned with the inheritance of a person who has left no descendant or ascendant (however distant), 
but only collaterals, with or without a widow or widower, If there is a widow or widower surviving, she or 
he takes the share as already defined, before the collaterals come in. 
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C. 62.—What can be a holier cement to Society 
(4:15-42) Than that women should be chaste and pure, 
And crimes against sex rooted out? 
Let decency, kindness, and justice 
Prevail in all sex relationships; 
Let marriage be cherished and carefully guarded; 
Women's rights secured; family jars 


621. A “brother or sister” is here interpreted to mean a uterine brother or sister, ie, a brother or sister 
by the same mother but not by the same father, as the case of full brothers and sisters or brothers and sisters 
by the same father but different mothers is understood to be dealt with later, in che last verse of this Sarah 
The uterine brother or sister, if only one survives, takes a sixth, if more than one survives, they cake a third 
collectively, and divide among themselves; this on the supposition that there are no descendants or ascendant, 
however remote, There may, however, be a widow or widower surviving: she or he takes ber or his share, as 
already specified. 

The shares of collaterals generally are calculared on a complicated system which cannot be described 
ina brief nove. For these, and the rules about omar ei bie wx? reference should be made to special legal 
treatises. 


$22. Debts (in which funeral expenses take firs rank) and legacies are the first charge on the estate of 
a deceased person, before disribution takes place. But equity and fair'dealing should be observed in all matters, 
so that no one’s interests are prejudiced. Thus funeral expenses should be reasonable; debts must be genuine 
and not reckless debts: and the shares must be calculated with fairness. 


522A. Cf 44:57, n. 4793. (R) 
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To all our fellow-creatures. 
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15. a any of your women 
Are guilty of lewdness,*** 
Take the evidence of four*** 
(Reliable) witnesses from 
amongst you 
Against them; and if they 
‘ testify, 
Confine them to houses until 
Death do claim them, 
Or Allah ordain for them 
Some (other) way.*** 


16. If two men among you 
Are guilty of lewdness, 
Punish them both. 
If they repent and amend, 
Leave them alone; for Allah 
Is Oft-Returning, Most 
Merciful. 
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17. Allah accepts the repentance 
Of those who do evil 
In ignorance and repent 
Soon afterwards; to them 
Will Allah turn in mercy: 


For Allah is full of knowledge >) oe Ie 
And wisdom. vee % egies ose 
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525. Most commentators understand this to refer to adultery or fornication: in that case they consider 
that the punishment was altered to 100 stripes by the later verse, 24:2. Bur I think it refers to unnatural crime 
between women, analogous to unnatural crime between men in 4:16 below; because (1) no punishment is specified 
here for the man, as would be the case where a man was involved in the crime; (2) the word, af lati, the 
purely ferninine plural of al (ati, is used for the parties to the crime; (3) the punishment is indefinite; see 


the next note but one 


524. To protect the honour of women, stricter evidence is required, £¢., the evidence of four instead of 
the usual two witnesses. It is the same for adultery (see 24:4.) 


525. Keep them in prison until some definite order is received. Those who take the crime to be adultery 
or fornication construe this definite order (“some other way") to mean some definite pronouncement by the 
Prophet under inspiration; this was the punishment of flogging under 24:2. for fornication, and stoning to 
death under the Prophet's directives for adulcery. 1f we understand the crime to be unnatural crime, we might 
presume, in the absence of any definite order ("some other way”) that the punishment would be similar to 
that for men in the next verse 
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19. @® ye who believe! 
Ye are forbidden to inherit 
Women against their will.*?” 
Nor should ye treat them 
With harshness, that ye may 
Take away part.of the dower*** 
Ye have given them — except 
Where they have been guilty 
Of open lewdness; 
On the contrary live with them 
On a footing of kindness and 

equity. 

If ye take a dislike to them 
It may be that ye-dislike 
A thing, and Allah brings about 
Through it a great deal of good. 
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21. And how could ye take it 
When ye have gone in 
Unto each other, and they have 
Taken from you a solemn 
covenant? 
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526. Note the fine touch. A sin may be fashionable, and people may sin together without compunction. 
When one of them is faced with Death, he repents, but that sort of repentance is no good. For more detailed 
discussion, (Cf notes to 24:2-6 and 4:15.) (Eds.) 


527. Among many nations, including Arabs in the Days of Ignorance, a step-son or brother took possession 
of a dead man’s widow or widows along with his goods and chattels, This shameful custom is forbidden. See 
also 4:22 below. 


528. Another trick, to detract from the freedom of married women was to treat them badly and force 
them to sue for a KAul’ divorce (see 2;229, n. 258) or its equivalent in pre-Islamic custom, when the dower 
could be claimed back, This is also forbidden, Or the harshness may be exercised in another way; a divorced 
woman may be prevented by those who have control of her, from re-marrying unless she remits her dower. 
All kinds of harshness are forbidden. 


529. Treasure: Qmta@r=a talent of gold: see 3:14, first note 
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530. See above; 4:19, n, 527, 

551. This Table of Prohibited Degrees agrees in the main with what is usually accepted among all nations, 
except in minor details, It begins in the last verse (with father's widows or divorcees). The scheme is drawn 
upon the assumption that.the person who proposes to marry is a man; if it is a woman, the same scheme 
will apply, mutatés mutandis; it will read: “your fathers, sons, brothers, -etc,; or you can always read it from 
the husband's view of relationship, as there must always be a husband im a marriage, 

532. “Mother” includes grandmother (through the father or mother), great-grandmother, etc.; “daughter” 
includes granddaughter through son or daughter), great-granddaughter, etc,, “sister,” includes full-sister and 
half-sister, “Father's sister’ includes grauclfather’s sister, eto. and “mother’s sister” includes grandmother's sister, 
ete. 

533, “Fosterage’’ or milk-relationships play an important part in Muslim Law, and count like blood, 
relationships; it would therefore seem that not only foster-mothers and foster-sisers, but foster-mother's sister, 
ete., all come within the prohibited degrees, 

534. it is generally held that “under your guardianship’ is a description, not a condition. (R), 

535. “Sons” includes grandsons, but excludes adopted sons, or persons treated as such, on account of 
the words, “proceeding from your loins’ (Cf. $3:4). 

536. The bar against wo sisters in marriage together applies to aunt and niece together, but oot to deceased 
wife's sister after the wife dies. 
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537. Whom your right harids possess: ¢.e., captives in a Jihad. (R). 


538. After defining the prohibited degrees, the verse proceeds to say that women other than those specified 
may be sought in marriage, but even so, not from motives of lust, but in order to promote chastity between 
the sexes. Marriage in the original Arabic is here described by a word which suggests a fortress (hisn); marriage 
is, therefore, the fortress of chastity. 


539. As the woman in marriage surrenders her person, so the man also must surrender (besides some 
part of his independence) at least some of his property according to his means. And this gives rise to the law 
of dower. A minimum dower is prescribed, but it is not necessary to stick to the minimum, and in the new 
relationship created, the parties are recommended to act towards each other with the greatest confidence and 
liberality. 


540. That is, captives taken in Jihad: Your right hands does not mean necessarily that she has been assigned 
to you, or is your property. All captures in war belong to the community, they are “yours” in that sense. If 
you seek such a person in marriage, do it from no base motives. Safeguard your faith, and see that she too 
does believe: In that case, after all, she is of the human brotherhood, and her condition is accidental and 
redeemable. If the slave bore a child to her master, she would become free. (R) 
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Is reasonable: they should be 


Chaste, not lustful, nor taking 


Paramours: when they 

Are taken in wedlock, 

If they fall into shame, 
Their punishment is half 
That for free women. 

This (permission) is for those 
Among you who fear sin; 
But it is better for you 


That ye practise self-restraint. 


And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, 
Most Merciful. 
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541. Let me paraphrase this verse, for there is profound meaning in it. (}) All your property you hold 
in trust, whether it isin your name, or belongs to the community, or to people over whom you have control 
To waste is wrong. (2) In 2:188 the same phrase occurred, to caution us against greed: Here it occurs, to encourage 
us to increase property by economic use (traffic and trade), recalling Christ’s parable of the Talents (Matt. 
25:14-50), where the servants who had increased their master's wealth were promoted and the servant who 
had hoarded was cast into darkness. (3) We are warned that our waste may mean our own destruction ("nor 
kill or destroy yourselves”) But there is a more general meaning also: we must be careful of our own and 
other people's lives; We must commit no violence. ‘This is the opposite of “trade and traffic by mutual good 
will! (4) Our violence to our own brethren is particularly preposterous, seeing that Allah has loved and showered 
His mercies on us and all His creatures. 
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542. Men and women have gifts from Allah—some greater than others. They seem unequal, but we are 
assured that Providence has allotted them by a scheme by which people receive what they earn. Tf this does 
not appear clear in our sight, let us remember that we have no full knowledge but Allah has. We must not 
be jealous if other people have more than we have~in wealth or position or strength or honour or talent 
or happiness. Probably things are equalized in the aggregate or in the long run. or equated to needs and 
merits on a scale which we cannot appraise. Lf we want more, instead of being jealous or covetous, we should 
pray to Allah and place before Him our needs. Though He knows all, and has no need of our prayer, our 
prayer may reveal to ourselves our shortcomings and enable us to deserve more of Allah's bounty or make 
ourselves fit for it. 


543. Mauiili, plural of Mawla, from the root wala, to be near in place or relationship, to follow. Mawla 
may therefore mean: (1) nearly related, (2) heir; ($) sharer or partner; these three meanings are implied here: 
(4) neighbour, or friend, or protector, or client (44:41); (5) lord or master (16:76). 
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From their means. aoe zs t 
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guard.*** meas 
As to those women 
On whose part ye fear » Ba SA 
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544. When the emigration took place from Makkah to Madinah, bonds and links of brotherhood were 
emablished between the “Emigrants” and the “Helpers,” and they shared in each other's inheritance. Later, 
when the Community was solidly established, and relations with those left behind in Makkah were resumed, 
the rigats of blood-relations in Makkah, and the Helper-brethren in Madinah were both safeguarded, This 
is the particular meaning. The more general meaning is similar; respect your ties of blood, of neighbourhood, 
and of friendly compacts and understandings. Be just to all 


545. Qawwiim: one who stands firm in another's business, protects his interests, and looks after his affairs; 
or it may be, standing firm in his own business. managing affairs. with a steady purpose. (Cf 4:155 and 2:228) 


546. Or the sentence may be rendered: “and protect (the husband's interests) in his absence, as Allah 
has protected them.” If we take the rendering as in the text, the meaning is: the good wife is obedient and 
harmonious in her husband's presence, and in his absence guards his reputation and property and her own 
virtue, as ordained by Allah. If we take the rendering as in the note, we reach the same result in a different 
way: the good wife, in her husband's absence, remembering how Allah has given her a sheltered position, 
does everything to justify that position by guarding her own virtue and his reputation and property. 


547. In case of family jars four steps are mentioned, to be taken in that order: (1) perhaps verbal advice 
or admonition may be sufficient; (2) if not, sex relations may be suspended; (5) if this is not sufficient, some 
slight physical correction may be administered; but [mam Shafi considers this inadvisable, though permissible, 
and all authorities are unanimous in deprecating any sort of cruelty, even of the nagging kind. as mentioned 
in the next clause; (4) if all this fails, a family council is recommended in 4:55 below. 
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Any partners with Him; 
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548. Temper. nagging, sarcasm, speaking at each other in other people's presence. reverting to past faulo 
which should be forgiven and forgotien —all this is forbidden. And the reason given is characteristic of Islam 
You must live all your life as in the presence of Allah. Who is high above us, bur Who watches over us. How 
petty and contemptible will our little squabbles appear in His presence! 


549. An excellent plan for settling family disputes, without too much publicity or mud-throwing, or resort 
to the chicaneries of the law. The Latin countries recognise this plan in their legal systems. Ic is a pity thar 
Muslirns do not resort to it universally, as they should, The arbiters from each family would know the idiosyneracies 
of both parties, and would be able, with Allah's help to effect a real reconciliation, 


550, The essence of Islam is to serve Allah and do good to your fellow-creatures. This is wider and more 
comprehensive than" Love God and love your neighbour”. For it includes duties to animals as our fellow-creatures. 
and emphasises practical service rather than sentiment. 


551. Neighbours who are near: that is, in local situation as well as intimate relationships, just as neighbours 
who are rangers includes those whom we do not know or who live away from us or in a different sphere altogether 


552. The Companion by your side may be your intimate friends and associates. jum as the way/arer you 
meet may be a casual acquaintance on your travels. This last is much wider than the “stranger within your gate” 


553. What your mght hands possess) For the meaning of the phrase see n.. 557 above, (R), 
¢ 
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$7. (Nor) those who are miserly, 
Or enjoin miserliness on others, 
Or hide the bounties 
Which Allah hath bestowed*** 
On them; for We have prepared, 
For those who resist Faith, 
A Punishment that steeps*** 
Them in contempt— 
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38. Nor those who spend 
Of their substance, to be seen’ 
Of men, but have no faith 
In Allah and the Last Day: 
If any take the Evil One 
For their intimate, 
What a dreadful intimate he is! 


39. And what burden 
Were it on them if they 
Had faith in Allah 
And in the Last Day, 
And they spent 
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40. Allah is never unjust 
In the least degree: 
If there is, any good (done), 


554. Real deeds of service and kindness proceed, not from, showing off or from a superior sort of 
condescension (Cf. “White Man's Burden"), but from a frank recognition of our own humility and the real 
claims, before Allah, of all our fellow-creatures. For in our mutual needs we are equal before Allah, or perhaps 
the best of us (as the world sees us) may be worse than the worst of us (from the same point of view). 


555. Arrogance is one reason why our deeds of love and kindness do not thrive. Another is niggardliness 
or selfishness. Allah does not love either the one or the other, for they both proceed from want of love of 
Allah, or faith in Allah. Miserly is the worldlywise man who not only refuses to-spend himself in service; 
but by example and precept prevents others from doing so, as otherwise he would be made odious by comparison, 
before his fellow:creatures. So he either makes a virtue of his caution, or hides the gifts which have been given 
him —wealth, position, talent, etc. 


556. Note how the punishment fits the crime. The miser holds other people in contempt, and in doing 
so, becomes himself contemptible. 


557, A fault opposed to miserliness, and equally opposed to true charity, is to spend lavishly to be seen 
of men. It is mere hypocrisy; there is no love in it, either for Allah or for man. 


558. Sustenance: physical, intellectual, spiritual everything pertaining to life and growth. Our being 
is from Allah, and we must therefore spend ourselves freely for Allah. How can it be a burden? It is merely 
a response to the demand of our own healthy nature. 
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_ He doubleth it, 
And giveth from His own 
Presence a great reward.*** 


41. How then if We brought | 
From each People a witness, 
And We brought thee 
As a witness against 
These People!5** 
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42. On that day 
Those who reject Faith 
And disobey the Messenger ay 
Will wish that the earth eS) 
Were made one with them:** / 
But never will they hide 
A single fact from Allah! ar 


C. 63,—Be clean and pure, and seek not occasions 
(4:43-70.) For quibbles, nor go after sorcery 
Or false gods. Be faithful 
In your trusts, learn obedience, 
And settle your quarrels under the guidance 
Of Allah's Messenger. Ever keep away 
From hypocrisy and every.kind of falsehood. 
Then will you be admitted to a glorious Fellowship 
With the highest and noblest in the spiritual world, 


SECTION 7. 


Largely a 


43. ®-ye who believe! 


Approach not prayers 
With a mind befogged,** 
Until ye can understand 
All that ye say— 
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559. Any litle good of our own comes from che purity of our heart. Its results in the world are doubled 
and multiplied by Allah's grace and mercy; but’an even greater reward comes from His own Presence, His 
good pleasure, which brings us nearer to Him (Cf 28:75 and 35-45). 


560, Each Prophet and Leader is a witness for his People and his contemporaries —for those who accept 
Allah, and against those who reject Him. 


561. Those who reject Allah's message will wish, when their cyes are opened, that they were reduced to 
dust, for existence itself will be agony to them. They might like to hide in the dust, but nothing is hidden 
from Allah. All their past will stand out clear before Him. 


562. The reference is either to a state of intoxication or to a dazed state of mind on account of drowsiness 
or some other cause; or perhaps both are implied. Before the prohibition of intoxicants altogether was 
promulgated, it was at least unbecoming that people should come to prayers in such a state, For prayers it 
is only right that we should collect our whole minds and approach Allah in a spirit of reverence. " Prayers” 
(Salah) here may mean “a place of prayers,” a Mosque: the resulting meaning would be the same. 
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Unul after washing 

Your whole body. 

If ye are ill, 

Or on a journey, 

Or one-of you cometh. 
From offices of nature, 
Or ye have been 

In cofitact with women, 
And ye find no water, 
Then take for yourselves 
Clean sand or earth, 
And rub therewith 

Your faces and hanes. 
For Allah doth blot out sins 
And forgive again ane again. 
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45, But Altah hath full knowledge 
oF your enemies: 
Allah is enough for a Protector, 
And Allah is enough for a Helper 


46. Of the Jews there are those a Sales 
Who displace words eS 
From their (right) places, onnisl gs oe abSIS ee 
And say: “We hear Da 
And. we disobey” ;*** \: sivas 3e . HS) 505 


865. The scrievest cleanliness ard purity of mind and body are required, erpecially iat ie time of prayer 
But there are elreumstancel when waver for ablutions is not eaaily obtainable, expecially in the dry conditions 
of Arabia, andchen waking with dry sandoor clean carh ts tecommended, Four eich circumstances ate 
mentioned: che two lar when washing ie pecially required) the awe fie when waking may be necessary, 
but it may nor beceasy to get water, For a man, when he is ily cannot walk out far to get water, anda man 
en & journey hasne full concrol over hit supplies. in all fowr cases, where water cannot be got. cleaning with 
dry cand or dry eanth i recommended. Thid i called Tiyammum, (Cf aelS9 and Seiip. 


5H. Cf S23 and -n. 366 


565. See 2-95. 0 OK A crick of the pews was 00 terist words and capremions to as (0 ridicule the mom 
wlemn teachings of Faith. Where they should have said. “We hear and we obey” they said aloud, “We hear” 
and whispered, “We ditobes” Where they should have said respectfully, “We hear” they added in a @hisper, 
"May you not hear” by way of ridicoke, Where they claimed the attention of tee Teacher, they used an ambiguous 
word apparendy harmless, but in their intention disrespectful. (BR). 
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And “Hear, may you not 
Hear; and “Ra ina" ;5** 
With a twist of their tongues 
And a slander to Faith. 

If only they had said: 

“We hear and we obey”; 
And “Do heart”; 

And “Do look at us”: 

It would have been better 
For them, and more proper; 
But Allah hath cursed them 
For their Unbelief; and but few 
Of them will believe. 

























47. ® ye People of the Book! 
Believe in what We 
Have (now) revealed, confirming 
What was (already) with you, 
Before We change the face and 


fame**” 
Of some (of you) beyond all * , 
recognition, bilge ass 


And turn them hindwards, 
Or. curse them as We cursed 
The Sabbath-breakers,*** 
For the decision of Allah 
Must be carried out. 
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48. Allah forgiveth not 
That partners should be set up 
With Him; but He forgiveth 
Anything else, to whom 
He pleaseth; to set up 

Partners with Allah 

Is to devise a sin*®* 

Most heinous indeed. 
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566, See 2:104, n. 106, R@ ina if used respectfully in the Arabic way, would have meant “Please attend 
to us.’ With a twist of their tongue, they suggested an insulting meaning, such as “O thou that takes us to 
pasture!” or in Hebrew, “Our bad one!” 





567, Literally, “before We obliterate.some features (or faces) and turn them front to back (or back 
front)”; an Arabic idiom, which must be translated freely to yield its proper meaning in English. The face 
is che chief expression of a man’s own real essence; it is also the index of his fame and estimation. The People 
of the Book had been specially favoured by Allah with spiritual revelations, If they proved themselves unworthy, 
they lost their ‘face’. Thein-eminence, would, owing to their own conduct, be turned into degradation. Others 
would take their place, The first shall be last and the last shall be first: Mats. 19°30, 


568. Cf 2:65 and n, 79. 


569, Just asin an earthly kingdom the worst crime is. that of treason, as it-cum at the very.existence of 
the State, so in the spiritual kingdom, the unforgivable sin is that of contumacious treason against Allah by 
putting up Allah's creatures im rivalry against Him, This is rebellion against che essence and source of spiritual 
Life. Ic 1s what Plato would call the “lie in the soul.” But even here, if the rebellion is through ignorance. 
and is followed by sincere repentance and-amendment, Allah's Mercy is always open (4:17). 
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570. The sanctimonious or self-sanctified people are the farthest from sanctity or purity, which can only 
proceed from Allah. They cannot play with Allah's Truth and yet go on claiming to be guided and purified 
or justified by Allah. Their falsehood in itself condemns them; no further proof is needed of their selfishness 
and evil. 


571, Literally, the small skin in the groove of a date stone, a thing of no value: fatila, 
572. Cf $:23 and n. $66. The phrase also occurs in 4:44. 


573. The word I have translated Sorcery is sib¢t, which may mean divination, sorcery, magic, or any false 
object of belief or worship, such as an idol. The word I have translated Evil (here and in 2:256) is Taghit, 
which means the evil one, the one who exceeds all bounds, Satan; or it may refer to some idol worshipped 
by the Pagan Arabs, with whom the Jews of Madinah were intriguing against the Holy eggs The Jews 
had taken much to sorcery, magic, divination, and such rem (Cf 16:51) 


574. The Jews were then seeking the aid of the Makkan Pagans against Muhammad, but far from getting 
any help from them, they and the Pagans were both overthrown. That was the immediate occasion, but the 
words have a perfectly general—@ universal — meaning 
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Behold, they give not a farthing*’® 
To their fellow-men? 


54. Or do they envy mankind 
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57. 


For what Allah hath given them 
_ Of His bounty? But We 

Had already given the people 

Of Abraham the Book 

And Wisdom, and conferred 

Upon them a great kingdom.*’* 


Some of them believed, 

And some of them averted 
Their faces from him; and enough 
Is Hell for a burning fire.*’’ 


Those who reject 

Our Signs, We shall soon 
Cast into the Fire; 

As often as their skins 
Are roasted through, 

We shall change them 
For fresh skins, 

That they may taste 

The Penalty; for Allah 

Is Exalted in Power, Wise. 


But those who believe 

And do deeds of righteousness, 
We shall soon admit to Gardens, 
With rivers. flowing beneath — 
Their eternal home; 

Therein shall they have 
Companions pure and holy:*’* 
We shall admit them 
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To shades, cool and ever 
deepening.*’* 





575. The word I have translated farthing is naqir, the groove in a date stone, a thing of no value whatever. 
Close-fistedness and envy are among the worst forms of selfishness, and appear specially incongruous in people 
of power, authority, or influence, from whom is expected generosity in giving and generosity in seeing other 
people's prosperity or happiness, (Cf $5:13). 


576. Such as the kingdoms of David and Solomon, for they had international fame. 
577.¢ Envy is like the eternal fire, which is in itself a hell 
578. Cf 2:25 and n. 44. 


579. The Garden is contrasted with the Fire: the shade is contrasted with the roasting. Evil grows with 
what it feeds on. So goodness and felicity grow with their practice. The good may be alone to start with, but 
(unlike evil ones) they get Holy Companions. Just as agony increases with what it suffers (typified by fresh 
skins growing as the old ones burn out), so felicity finds deeper and deeper meaning (typified by the shades 
in a garden, which grow deeper and cooler as you proceed into the interior), (Cf, 19:35). 
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580. OG alamr = those charged with authority or responsibility or decision, or the seulement of affairs, 
All ultimate authority rests in Allah. Prophets of Allah derive their authority from Him. As Islam makes no 
sharp division between sacred and secular affairs, it expects governments to be imbued with righteousness. 
Likewise Islam expects Muslims to respect the authority of such government for otherwise there can be no 
order or discipline. (R) 





581. The ummediate reference was to the hypocrites (Muna@figin) of Madinah, but the words are general. 
and the evil af hypocrisy has to be dealt with in all ages, This type of man is what is called Mr. Facing-both-ways 
in Bunyan’s © Pilgrim's Progress. Such men declare that they are always with the "Right, but calmly mengue 
with evil and injustice, and even make injustice their judge if their personal interests are served in that way, 
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64. 


Is to lead them astray 
Far away (from the Right). 


When it is said to them: 


- “Come to what Allah hath 


revealed, 
And to the Messenger”: 
Thou seéest the Hypocrites avert 
Their faces from thee in disgust. 


How then, when they are 
Seized by misfortune, 

Because of the deeds 

Which their hands have sent forth? 
Then they come to thee, 
Swearing by Allah: 

“We meant no more 

Than goodwill and conciliation!" 


Those men— Allah knows 
What is in their hearts; 
So keep clear of them,** 
But admonish them, 

And speak to them a word 
To reach their very souls, 


We sent not a Messenger, 

But to be obeyed, in accordance 
With the Will of Allah. 

If they had only, 

When they were unjust 

To themselves, 

Come unto thee 

And asked Allah's forgiveness, 
And the Messenger had asked 
Forgiveness for them, 

They would have found 
Allah indeed Oft-Returning, 
Most Merciful. 


65. But no, by the Lord, 


They can have 
No (real) Faith, 
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582. How should hypocrites be treated? To take them into your confidence would of course be foolish 
‘To wage unrelenting war agaitist them may destroy the hope of reforming them and purging them of their 
hypocrisy. The Prophet of Allah keeps clear of their wiles, but at the same time, does not hesitate to show 
them the error of their ways, nor to put in a word in season, to penetrate their hearts arid win them back to Allah 
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583. The test of true Faith is not mere lip profession, but bringing all our doubts and disputes to the 
one in whom we profess faith. Further, when a decision is given we are not only to accept it, but find nour 
inmost souls no difficulty and no resistance; but on the contrary a joyful acceptance springing from the conviction 
of our own faith, 


584. The highest in faith willingly sacrifice their lives, their homes, and all than they hold dearest, in 
the cause of Allah. Those whose faith is not so strong are expected at least to do what a loyal member of 
any society does, submit his doubts and disputes.to,the head of the society and cheerfully accept his decision 
and submit to it. The contrast is becween the hypocrites who will not even do this, and the really devoted 
men and women who would voluntarily sacrifice their lives, 


585. Four advantages of obedience to Allah are mentioned, in the order in which they will appeal to 
the beginner in faith: (1) his own benefit ("best for them’); (2) strengthening of his faith, as he becomes more 
and more at home in the spiritual world; (3) reward from Allah's own Presence, such intense conviction that 
no further arguments are needed; (4) the Straight Way, in which there is no doabe or difficulty whatever in 
our practical conduct. 
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C. 64.—Keep together in your noble Brotherhood: 
(4:71-91. ) Share its, joys and sorrows: strive 
: And fight the good fight and never fear: 

For this life is short, and the Hereafter 
Eternal. Allow not yourselves to be drawn 
Into unbelief and cowardice: 
-Maintain.the Right. Protect yourselves 
Against Hypocrites and Deserters, 
But pursue ther not unrelentingly. 


SECTION 10. 


71. ® ye who believe! Kaaiiearers ity > 


Take your precautions, 


And either go forth in parties Be st 

Or go forth all together. ** aoe | Sat 
72. There are certainly among you a4 he ae RA 

Men who would tarry behind;** : ASKuas © 





586. A passage of the deepest spiritual meaning, Even the humblest man who accepts Faith and does 
good becomes at once an accepted member of a great and beautiful spiritual Fellowship. It is a company 
which lives perpetually in che sunshine of Allah's Grace. (This passage partly illustrates 1:5). It is a glorious 
hierarchy, of which four grades are specified: (1) The highest is that of the Prophets or Apostles, who get 
plenary inspiration from Allah, and who teach mankind by example and precept. That rank ‘in Islam is held 
by Mahammad Mustafa. (2) The néxt are those whose badge is sincerity and truth; they love and support 
the truth with their person, their means, their influence, and all that is theirs. That rank was held by the 
special companions of Muhammad, among whom the cype was that of Abi Bakr Siddiq. (3) The next are 
the noble army of Witnesses, who testify to the truth, The testimony may be by martyrdom, Or it may be 
by the tongue of the true preacher or the pen of the devoted scholar, or the life of the man devoted to service. 
(4) Lastly, there is the large company of righteous people, the ordinary folk who do their ordinary business, 
but always in a righteous way. They are the rank and file of the beautiful Fellowship, in which each has his 
place and yet all feel that they derive glory from the common association, (Cf 29:9). (R). 


587. Ifa generous General gives the private soldier the privilege of sitting with his comrades and officers, 
high afnd low, in one common Brotherhood, people may perhaps wonder: how may this be? If we are admitted 
to that Fellowship, we want to know no more. It is enough to us that Allah knows our humility and our 
unworthiness, and with His full knowledge admits us to that glorious Fellowship! 


588. No fight should be undertaken without due preparations and precautions. When these are talen, 
we must go boldly forward. “Go forth” is therefore repeated for emphasis. But we must go forth in a collective 
spirit —¢ither in small parties or all together, as our Leader determines, We must not tarry like the doubter 
in the next two verses. 


589. The doubter detaches himself in thought and action from the community. If the general body has 
a reverse, he blesses Allah that he was not among them, instead of being ashamed of himself for desertion. If 
the general body wins a success, he does not rejoice from the common cause, but only regrets for himself that 
he was not there to share in the glory and the gains! 
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If a misfortune befalls you, 
They say: “Allah did favour us 
In that we were not 

Present among them.” 


But if good fortune comes to 
rte . you 
From Allah, they would be sure 
To-say—as if there had never 
~ been 
Ties of affection between you 
and them — 
“Oh! I wish I had been with 
them; 
A fine thing should I then 
Have made of it!’5% 
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For the Hereafter.>" 

To him who fighteth 

In the cause of Allah— 
Whether he is slain 

Or gets victory — 


Soon shall We give him 


A reward of great (value). 


And why should ye not 
Fight in the cause of Allah 
And of those who, being 
weak, 9 
Are ill-treated (and 
oppressed)?— 
Men, women, and children, 
Whose cry is: “Our Lord! 
Rescue us from this town, 
Whose people are oppressors; 
And faise for us from Thee 
One who will protect; 
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590, Just a selfish man’s thought. Such men are far from being a source of strength to their community, 
They are no use in a. fight, and the next verse by implication discards them, 


591. It is not everyone —least of all, poltroons and fainthearted persons —who is fit to fight in the cause 


of Allah. To do so is a privilege, and those who understand the privilege are prepared to sacrifice al! their 
interests in this life, and this life itself; for they know that it is the sacrifice of sofhething fleeting and of little 
value, for the sake of something everlasting, and of immense Value. Whether (in appearance) they win or lose, 
in reality they win the prize for which they are fighting —wiz., honour and glory in the sight of Allah. Note 


that the only alternatives here are death or victory! The true fighter knows no defeat. 


‘\ 


592, Mustadaf=one reckoned weak,-and therefore ill-treated and oppressed, (Cf, 4:98, 41127 and 7:150), 
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593. Even from the human point of view the cause of Allah is the cause of justice, the cause of the oppressed. 
In the great persecution, before Makkah was won again, what sorrows, threats, tortures, and oppressions, were 
suffered by those whose faith was unshaken? Muhammad's life and that of his adherents was threatened: they 
were mocked, assaulted, insulted and beaten; those within the power of the enemy were put into chains and 
cast into prison; others were boycotted, and shut out of trade, business, and social intercourse; they could 
not even buy the food they wanted, or perform their religious duties. The persecution was redoubled for the 
believing slaves, women, and children after the Hijrah. Their cry for a protector and helper from Allah was 
answered when Muhammad, the Chosen One, brought freedom and peace to Makkah again. 


594. Awliya' plural of wali, friend, supporter, protector, patron: from the same root as mawila, for which 
see 4:55,n. 545. 


595. Before the command for fighting was issued there were some who were impatient, and could scarcely 
be held back. They wanted fighting from human motives—pugnacity, the love of plunder, hatred against their 
enemies, the gaining of personal ends. Fighting from such motives is wrong at all times. When the testing 
time came, and they had to fight, not for their own land, but for a Sacred Cause, in which there was much 
suffering and litle personal gain, the hypocrites held back and were afraid. 


596. “Our natural term of life,’ they would say, “is short enough: why should we jeopardize it by fighting 
in which there is no personal gain?” The answer is begun in this verse and continued in the next, 

Briefly, the answer is; (1) in any case the pleasures of this world are short; this life is fleeting; the first 
thing for a righteous man to do is to emancipate himself from its obsessions; (2) to do your duty is to do right; 
therefore turn your attention mainly to duty; (3) when duty calls for self-sacrifice, be sure that Allah's call 
is never unjust, and never such as to exceed your capacity; and (4) if you fear death, you will not by fear 
escape death; it will find you out wherever you are; why not face it boldly when duty calls? — 
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78. “Wherever ye are, 
Death will find you out, 
-Even if ye are in towers 
Built up strong and high!" 


Wf some good befalls them, “Se he CYA peat we 
They say, “This is from Allah”; ee oS als 


But if evil, they say, 

“This is from thee” (O Prophet).** 
Say: “All things are from Allah.” 
But what hath come 

To these people, 

That they fail 

To understand 

A single fact? 


79, Whatever. good, (O man!) 
Happens to thee, is from Allah; 
But whatever evil happens 
To thee;is from thy (own) soul. 
And We have sent thee 
As a Messenger*** 

To (instruct) mankind. 
And enough is Allah 
For a witness. 
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597. The Hypocrites were inconsistent, and in this reflect unregenerate mankind. If a disaster happens, 
due to their own folly, they blame somebody else: but if they are fortunate, they claim reflected credit by 
pretending that Heaven has favoured them because of their own superior merits, The modern critic discards 
even this pretence, eliminates Heaven altogether, and claims all credit direct to himnsell, unless he brings in 
blind chance; but that he does mostly to “explain” misfortune. If we look to the Uleimate Cause of all things, 
all things come from Allah. But if we look to the proximate cause of things, our own merit is so'small, that 
we can hardly claim credit for good ourselves with any fairness. In Allah's hand is all good: 5:26. On the 
other hand, the proximate cause of our evil is due to some eo in our own inner selves; for never are we 
dealt with unjusdy in-the very least: 4:77 


80. He who obeys 
The Messenger, obeys Allah;. 





598. To blame a man of God for our misfortunes is doubly unjust. For he comes to save us from misfortune, 
and it is because we flout him or pay no heed to him, that our own rebellion, brings its own punishment 
If we realise this truth we shall be saved from two sins: (1) the sin of injustice to Allah's Messengers, Who come 
for our good, and not for our harm; (2) the sin of not realising our own shortcomings or rebellion, ahd thus 
living in spiritual darkness. If the message is from Allah, that carries its own authority: “enough is Allah for 


a witness.” 
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81. They have “Obedience” 

On their lips; but 

When they leave thee, 

A section of them 
Meditate all night 

On things very different 
From what thou tellest them. 
But Allah records 

Their nightly (plots): 

So keep clear of them, 
_And put thy trust in Allah, 
And enough is Allah 

As a disposer of affairs.*°° 
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599. The Messenger was sent to preach, guide, instruct, and show the Way-not to drive people to good 

That is not Allah’ Plan, which trains the human will, The Messenger's duty is therefore to conyey the Message 
of Allah, in all che ways of persuasion that are open to him. If men perversely disobey that Message, they 


are not disobeying him but they are disobeying Allah. In the sare way those who obey the Message are obeying 
Allah. They are not obliging the Messenger; they are merely doing their duty, 





600. Li we trust people who are nottrue, they are more likely to hinder than to help. But Allah is All-Good 
as well as All- Powerful, and all our affairs are best entrusted to. His care. He is the best Guardian of all interests, 

Therefore we should not trust the lip professions of hypocrites, but trust in Allah. Nor should our confidence 
in Allah be shaken by any secret plots that enemies hatch against us, We should take all human precautions 
against them, but having done so, we should put our trust in Allah, Who knows the inner working of events 
better than any human mind can conceive: 


60k The unity of the Qur'an is admittedly greater than that af any other sacred book. And yet how can 
we account for it except through the unity of Allah's purpose and design? From a mere human point of view, 
we should have expected much discrepancy, because (1) the Messenger who promulgated it was not a learned 
man or philosopher, (2) it was promulgated at various times and in various circumstances, and (3) it-is addressed 
to all grades of mankind, Yet, when properly understood, its various pieces fir together better than a jig-saw 
puzzle even when arranged without any. regard to chronological order. There was just the One Inspirer and 
the One Inspired. 





Strah 4: Al Nisa’ °11 PENSE 2 RD 


Charged with authority fe0r - ) Gr 
Among them, the proper Kaleo Gat os Yi dit 
Investigators would have aa pee ? 
Tested it from them (direct). ard 33 rir oes as’ S55 fe os 
Were it not for the Grace 

And Mercy of Allah unto you, 4 ; BAER 
All but a few of you SUSY! ies bsas SY 


Would have followed Satan.*” 
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602. In times of war or public panic, thoughtless repetition of gossip is rightly restrained by-all effective 
States. If false, such news may cause needless alarm: if true, it may frighten the timid and cause some misgiving 
even to the brayest, because the counterpart of it—the preparations made to meet the danger — is not known. 
Thoughtless news, true or false, may also encourage the enemy. The proper course is quietly to hand all news 
direct to those who are.in a position to investigate it, They can then sift it and take suitable measures to checkmate 
the enemy, Not :to:do'so, but to deal with news ¢ither thoughtlessly or maliciously, is to fall directly into the 
snares of Evil. 


603. The courage of Muhammad was as notable as his wisdom, his gentleness, and his trust in Allah. 
Facing fearful odds, he often stood alone, and took the whole responsibility on himself. But his example and 
visible trust in Allah inspired and roused the Muslims, and also—speaking purely from a human point of 
view— restrained the fury of his enemies. When we consider that he was Allah's inspired Messenger to carry 
out His Plan, we can see that nothing can resist that Plan. If the enemy happens to have strength, power, 
or resources, Allah's strength, power, and resources are infinitely greater. If the enemy is meditating punishment 
on the righteous for their Fi HSER Allah's pone for such wickedness will be infinitely greater and 
more effective. 


604. In this fleeting world’s chances, Allah's providence and justice may not always appear plain to our 
eyes. But we are asked to believe tha if we help and support a good cause, we share in all its credit and in 
its eventual victory. And conversely, we cannot support a badcause without sharing in all its evil consequences. 
If appearances seem against this faith, let us not be deceived by appearances: For Allah has power over all things. 
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87. Allah! There is no.god 
But He: of a surety 
He will gather you together 
Against the Day of Judgement, 
About which there is no doubt. 
And whose word can be 
Truer than Allah's? 
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SECTION 12. 


88. Thy should ye be 
Divided into two parties 
About the Hypocrites?** 
Allah hath upset them 
For their (evil) deeds. 
Would ye guide those. / 
Whom Allah hath thrown 

_ Out of the Way? For those 
Whom Allah hath thrown 
Out of the Way, never 
Shalt thou find the Way. 
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89. They but wish that ye 
«Should reject Faith, 
As they do, and thus be 
On the same footing (as they): 
So take not friends 
From their ranks 


605, The necessary correlative to the command to fight in a good cause isgbe command to cultivate 
sweetness and cordiality in our manners at all times, For fighting is an exceptional necessity while the sweetness 
of daily human intercourse is. a normal need. Further, we give kindness and courtesy without asking, and return 
itdf possiblein even better terms than we recieved, or at least in equally courteous terms. For we are all creatures 
of One God, and shall be brought together before Him, 


608. When the desertion of the hypocrites at Uhud nearly caused a disaster to the Muslim cause there 
was great feeling among the Muslims of Madinah against them. One party wanted to put them to the sword: 
another to leave them alone» The actual policy pursued avoided both extremes, and was determined by these 
verses. It was clear that they were a danger to the Muslim community if they were admitted into its counsels, 
and in any case they were a source of demoralisation, But while every caution was used, no extreme measures 
were taken against them. On the contrary, they were given a chance of making good. If they made a sacrifice 
for the cause (“flee from what is forbidden, see next verse), their conduct purged their previous cowardice, 
and their sincerity entitled them: to be taken back, But if they deserted the Muslim community again, they 
were treated as enemies, with the additional penalty of desertion which is enforced by all nations actually 
at war. Even so, a humane exception was made in the two cases specified in 4:90, 
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607. Flee: the verbal form from which the noun Aayrah is derived. Bukhari interprets this rightly as flecing 
from all that is forbidden. This would include Ayjrah in the technical sense of leaving a place in which the 
practice of religion is not allowed. But it)is more general. In time of war, if a man is willing to submit to 
discipline and refrains from infringing orders issued, he has proved his fidelity and may be treated as a member 
of the community at war, 





On the other hand, if he by false pretences comes into the inner counsels merely to betray them, he may 
rightly be treated as a traitor or deserter and be punished for his treason or desertion; or if he escapes, he 
can be treated as an enemy and is entitled to no mercy, He is worse than an enemy; he has claimed to be 
one of you in order to spy on you, and been all the time helping the enemy. 


608. Except: the exception refers to “seize them and slay them’, the death penalty for repeated desertion. 
Even after such desertion, exemption is granted in two cases. One is where the deserter took asylum with a 
tribe with whom there was a treaty of peace and amity. Presumably such a cribe (even though outside the 
pale of Islam) might be trusted to keep the man from fighting against the forces of Islam—in the modern 
phrase, to disarm him and render him harmless. The second case for exemption is where the man from his 
own heart desires never to take up arms against Islam, though he does not wish to join the forces of Islam. 
to fight against a hostile tribe (perhaps his own) fighting against Islam. But he must make a real approach, 
giving guarantees of his sincerity. In the modern phrase he would be.“on parole’. But this provision is much 
milder than that in modern military codes, ‘which ‘grant the privilege only to. enemy prisoners, not to those 
who have deserted from the army granting them parole. The hypocrites were in that position, but humanity 
as well as policy treated them with great leniency. 


609. Approach or come: refers not to the physical act of coming, but to the mental attitude; the heart 
ismentioned for sincerity. When they sincerely promise not to fight against you, dq not pursue them. Remember 
that if they had fought against you, your difficulties would have been increased. Their neutrality itself may 
be a great advantage to you. So long as you are satisfied that they are sincere and their aces*support their 
declarations of peace with you, you should not consider yourself justified im pursuing them and warring against 
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C. 65.—The lives of those who believe 


(4:92-104.) Are sacred; if one is slain 


By mistake, full compensation 
Should be made. Nor should 

A stranger, even in ume of war, 
Be treated as an enemy, without 
The fullest investigation. Live not 
In places hostile to Islam, 

If ye are able to migrate — 

And spacious is Allah's earth. 
Devotion and prayer may be 
Shortened in times of danger. 
Take every precaution for safety, 
But be bold and undaunted in fight. 


SECTION 13. 


Kill a Believer; but 


Sie. 


“yp (AEW- - aor 
2 jeep SILOS 





610. As opposed to the two classes of deserters to whom clemency may be shown, there is a class which 
is treacherous and dangerous and cannot be left alone. They try to win your confidence, and are all the ame 
in the confidence of the enemy, Every came they get a chance, they succumb to the temptation of double. 
dealing. The best way of dealing with them is to treat them as open enemies: Keep them not in your midst. 
If they give you guarantees of peace and do not actually fight against you, well and good. If not, they are 
deserters actively fighting in the ranks of the enemy, They have openly given you proof, and you can fairly 
seize and slay them in war as deserters and enemies 
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611. Life is absolutely Sacred in the Islamic Brotherhood. But mistakes will sometimes happen, as did 
happen in the melee at Uhud, when some Muslims were killed (being mistaken for the enemy) by Muslims. 
There was no guilty intention: therefore there was no murder. But all the same, the family of the deceased 
was entitled to compensation unless they freely remitted it, and in addition it was provided that the unfortunate 
man who made the mistake should free a believing slave: Thus a deplorable mistake was made the occasion 
for winning the liberty of a slave who was a Béliever, for Islam discountenances slavery. The compensation 
could only be paid if the deceased belonged to a Muslim society or to some people at peace with the Muslim 
society. Obviously it could not be paid if, though the deceased was a Believer, his people were at war with 
the Muslim society; even if his people could be reached, it is not fair to increase the resources of the enemy, 
If the deceased was himself an enemy at war, obviously the laws of war justify his being killed in warfare unless 
he surrendered. If the man who took life unintentionally has no means from which to free a believing slave 
or to give compensation, he must still by an act of strict self-denial (fasting for two whole months running) 
show that he is cognizant of the grave nature of the deed he has done and sincerely repentant. I take chis 
to apply to all three cases mentioned: that is, where a Believer killed a Believer unintentionally and the deceased 
(1) belonged to the same community as you, or (2) belonged to a community at war with you, or (3) belonged 
to a community in alliance with you. 


612. What is mentioned here is the punishment in the Hereafter, the spiritual consequences. The legal 
consequences, enforceable by human society, are mentioned in 2.178, under the rules of Qusds, That is, a life 
should be taken for a life destroyed, but this should be on a scale of equality;.a single murder shoald not 
commit a whole tribe to a perpetual blood-feud, asin the days of ignorance. But if the heirs of the man slain 
accept reasonable compensation, this should be accepted, and the taking of a life for a life.should be put 
a stop to. This course leads to the saving of life, and is commanded to men of understanding. 
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615. Go abroad: daraba —to travel. to go abroad, either for jihad. or for honest trade or other service, 
which if done with pure motives, counts as service in the cause of Allah. The immediate occasion was in connection 
with jrhad, but the words are general, and can be applied to all circumstances in which a man falls through 
spiritual pride: he thinks he is not as other men are, but forgets that, but for the grace of Allah, he is himself 
a sinner! In war (or in peace) we are apt to catch some worldly advantage by pluming ourselves on our superiority 
in Faith. _In war perhaps we want to gain glory or booty by killing a supposed enemy! In peace we make light 
of other “peaple i in order to steal some advantage or material gain! This is wrong. The righteous man, if he 
is really out in Allah's service, has more abundant and richer gifts to think of in the spiritual world. 


614. Allah's goodness is promised to all people of Faith. But there are degrees among men and women 
of Faith. There are people with natural inertia: they do the minimum that is required of them, but no more 
There are people who are weak in will: they are easily frightened. There are people who are so strong in will 
and so firm in faith that they are determined to conquer every obstacle, whether in their own physical or 
other infirmities or in the external world around them. In a time of jihad, when people give their all, and 
even their lives, for the common cause, they must be accounted more glorious than those who sit at home, 
even though they have goodwill to the cause and carry out minor duties in aid. The special reward of such 
self-sacrifice is high spiritual rank, and special forgiveness and mercy, as proceeding from the direct approbation 
and love of Allah. 
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615. The immediate occasion for this passage was the question of migration (/Atjrah) from places where 
Islam was being persecuted and suppressed. Obviously the duty of Muslims was to leave such places, even 
if it involved forsaking their homes, and join and strengthen the Muslim community among whom they could 
live In peace and with whom they could help in fighting the evils around them, But the meaning is wider. 
islam does. not say;.Resist not evil)’ On the contrary it requires a constant, unceasing struggle against evil. 
For such struggle it may be necessary to forsake home and unite and organise and join our brethren in assaulting 
and overthrowing the fortress of evil, For che Muslim's duty is not only to enjoin good but to prohibit evil. 
To make our assault we must be prepared to put ourselves in a position from which such assault would be 
possible, and Allah's earth js spacious enough for the purpose, Position’ includes not only local position, but 
moral and material position, For example, we must shun evil company where We cannot put it down, but 
organise a position from which we can put it down, 

616. If through physical, mental, or moral incapacity, we are unable to fight the good fight, we must 
nevertheless guard ourselves from it. Allah's gracious. Mercy will recognise and forgive our weakness if it is 
real weakness, and not merely an excuse, (R), 
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617. Verse 101 gives permission to shorten congregational prayers when people are on a journey: verses 
102-104 deal with cases when they are in danger at war, in face of the enemy, The shortening of congregational 
prayers in both cases is further governed as to details by the practice of the Messenger and his companions. 
As to journeys, two questions arise: (1) what constitutes a journey for this purpose? (2) is the fear of an attack 
an essential condition for the shortening of the congregational prayers? As to (1), it is best to leave the matter 
to discretion, having regard to all che circumstances of the journey, as in the case of the journeys which excuse 
a fast: see 2:184, n. 190. The text leaves it to discretion, As to (2), the practice of the Prophet shows that 
danger is not an essential condition; it is merely mentioned as a possible incident. The Messenger usually 
shortened the prayers from four Rak ahs to two Rak ahs in Zuhr (midday prayer). ‘sr (afternoon prayer) and 
‘Tsh@’ (night prayer): the other two are in any case short, Fayr (morning prayer) having two Rakahs and 


Maghrib (evening prayer) having three. (R). 
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618. The congregational prayer in danger in face of the enemy rests on the principle that the congregation 
should be divided into two parties; one party prays while the other watches the enemy, and then the second 


party comes up to prayers while the first falls back to face the enemy; either party does only one or two Rak'ahs, 
or about half the congregational prayer; every precaution is taken to prevent a rush by the enemy; even while 
at prayers armour and arms need not be put off except when rain is likely to cause inconvenience to the wearer 
and damage to the arms, or when illness or fatigue causes the wearer's strength to fail. Details can be varied 
according to circumstances, as was actually done by the Prophet at different times. 


619. Two interpretations are possible: (1) “when ye have finished congregational prayers, or (2) "when 
(on account of extreme danger) ye-have to pass over congregational! prayers altogether —even the shorter form 
indicated for times of danger” | prefer the latter, as it accords better with the following sentence, which allows 
you to remember Allah individually in any posture possible during the danger. But when the danger is past, 
the full prayers should be offered at the stated times, 
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SECTION 16. 
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; igion should be a source of strength and nor of weakness in all our affairs. If we have to struggle 
hard and suffer hardships, those withour faith have to do the same, with this difference, chat the man of Faith 
is full of hope in Allah, whereas the man without faith has nothing to sustain him 






621. The Commentators cxplain this passage with reference to the case of Timah ibn Ubayraq, who 
was nominally a Muslim but really a hypocrite, and given to all sorts of wicked deeds. He was suspected of 
having stolen a set of armour, and when the trail was hot, he planted the stolen property in the house of 
a Jew, where it was found. The Jew denied the charge and accused Taimah, but the sympathies of the Muslim 
community were with Ta'imah on account of his nominal profession of Islam, The case was brought to the 
Prophet, who acquitted the Jew according to the strict principle of justice, as “guided by Allah” Attempts 
were made to prejudice him and deceive him into using his authority to favour Ta‘imah. When Taimah realized 
that his punishment was imminent he fled and turned apostate. (R). 


The general lesson is that the righteous man is faced with all sorts of subtle wiles; the wicked will try 
to appeal to his highest sympathies and most honourable motives to deceive him and use him as-an instrument 
for defeating justice) He should be careful and cautious, and seek the help of Allah for protection against 
deception and for firmness in dealing the strictest justice without fear or favour To do otherwise is to betray 
a sacred trust; the trustee must defeat all attempts made co mislead him. 


Surah 4: Al Nisa’ 221 ei = EA 


Their own souls;®? Bia npost lye A-44 
For Allah loveth not FY rie poser 
One given to perfidy piegibag slo, 
And crime; a) ES 904 
108. They may hide Ps ic: Aiki e- 
(Their crimes) from men, rt 2 C4 oes ed 
But they cannot hide eee Ogg 
(Them) from Allah, seeing that san ae Pro allie pais 5 3 
He is with them « bx { pit 
When they plot by night, ahi <usse Ns ¢ “ial 
In words that He cannot ms On SH, TOFS s 
Approve; and Allah 2 Ay or 
Doth compass round** a2 dja, zal 5% 
All that they do. 
109. Ah! these are the sort sicher. “Sire ~Ri ts of See 
Of men on whose behalf Brre Ae 6 3 Fe wikis Kp 
Ye may contend in this world; aw egee elie mB rt 
But who will contend with Allah | » “aes WJ osed ores asia, 


On their behalf on the Day 


Of Judgement, or who f fic “yh bee 
Will carry their affairs through? x or plac 


110. If anyone does evil Ve oe Yo ws 
Or wrongs his own soul é 
But afterwards seeks 22 425 44 Aatre 
Allah's forgiveness, he will find ail a3 acs ues 5 4 
Allah Oft-Forgiving, <2 2 se s 
Most Merciful. C3! Dre freee 
lll. And if any one earns*** Gudoney 





622. Our souls are a sort of trust with us. We have to guard them against all temptation. Those who 
surrender to crime or evil; betray that trust. We are warned against being deceived into taking their part, 
induced tither*by plausible appearances, or by such incentives to partiality as that they belong to ‘our own 
people or that some link connects them with us, whereas *when we are out to do justice, we must not allow 
any irrelevant considerations to sway us. 


623. The plots of sinners are known fully to Allah, and He can fully circumvent them if necessary, according 
to the fulness of His wisdom..The words used are: Compass them round: muhit: not only does Allah know 
all about it, but He is all round it: if in His wisdom He allows it, it is not because He has not complete control 
over it, but because, having it as it were enclosed in a complete circle, He can use it to further His own Plan. 
Even out of evil He can bring good, (Cf 4:126). ‘ 

h 

624, Kasaba=vo earn, to gain, to work for something valuable, to lay up a provision for the future life. 
We do a day's labour to’earn our livelihood; so in a spiritual sense, whatever good or evil we do in this life, 
earns us good or evil in the life to come. In verses 110-112 three cases are considered: (1) if we do ill, and repent, 
Allah will forgive: (2) if we do ill and do not repent, thinking that we can hide it, we are wrong; nothing 
is hidden from Allah, and we shall suffer the full consequences in the life to come, for we cam never evade 
our personal responsibility: (3) if we do ill, great or small, and impute it to another, our original responsibility 
for the ill remains, but we add to it something else, for we tie round our necks the guilt of falsehood, which 
converts even our minor fault into a great sin, and in any case brands us even in this life with shame and ignominy. 
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625. Usually secrecy is for evil ends, or from: questionable motives, or because the person seeking secrecy 
is ashamed of himself and knows that if his acts or motives became known, he would make himself odious. 
Islam theyefore disapproves of secrecy and loves and énjoins openness in all consultations and doings. But 
there are three things in which secrecy is permissible, and indeed laudable, provided the motive be purely 
unselfish, to carn “the good pleasure of Allah’: (1) if you are doing a deed of charity or beneficence, whether 
in giving material things or in helping in moral, intellectual, or spiritual matters; here publicity may. not be 
agrteable to the recipient of your beneficence, and you: have to think of his feelings; (2) where an unpleasant 
act of justice or correction has to be done; this should be done, but there is no virtue in publishing it abroad 
and causing humiliation to some parties or adding to their humiliation by publicity; (3) where chere is a delicate 
question of conciliating parties to a quarrel; they may be very touchy about publicity but quite amenable 
to the influence of a man acting in private. 
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626. Cf 4:48 and n. 569. Blasphemy in the spiritual kingdom is like treason in the political kingdom 


627. The unity, power, and goodness of Allah are so manifest in nature and in the human mind when 


it is in accord with the universal spirit, that only the most abject perversion can account for the sin of spiritual 
treason, That sin arises from perverted ideas of sex or perverted ideas of self. The perversion of sex is to suppose 
that sex rules in spiritual matters, From it arise such horrible creations of (he imagination as Kali, the blood- 
thirsty goddess of Hindus, or Hecate, the goddess of revenge and hate in Greek mythology. Even in beauuful 
forms like Saraswati (the goddess of learning) or Minerva (the virgin goddess of sport and arts), to say nothing 
of Venus (the goddess of carnal pleasures), the emphasis laid on sex destroys a right view of spiritual narure. 
Perverted ideas of self are typified in the story of Satan, who was so puffed up with arrogance that he disobeyed 
Allah, and Allah cursed him, Both these perversions, if allowed lodgment, completely ruin our spiritual nature 
and deface Allah's handiwork. Hence it & not merely an outer sn but one that corrupts us through and through. 


628. Satan obtained Allah's permission to tempt man, and this was implied in such {ree will as was granted 


to man by Allah, Satan's boast is that the portion of mankind seduced by him will be so corrupted in their 
nature that they will bear a sort of brand that wil) mark them off as his own, or that they will be like a portion 
asugned co himself. 
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629. Satan's deceptions are with false desires, false superstitions, and false fears. 





630. Slitting the cars of cattle is just one instance of the superstitions to which men become slaves when 
they run after false gods. Astrology, magic, and vain beliefs in things that do not exist lead men away from 
Allah, the one true God, (R). 


631. To deface the (fair) nature created by Allah: there is both a physical and a spiritual meaning We 
see many kinds of defacements practised on men and animals, against their true nature as created by Allah, 
partly on account of superstition, partly on account of selfishness. Spiritually the case is even worse. How many 
fhatures are dwarfed of starved and turned from their original instincts by crue! superstitions or custorns? Allah 
created man pure: the Evil One defaces the image. 


632. Personal responsibility is again and again insisted on as the keynote of Islam. In this are umplied 
faith and right conduct. Faith is not an external thing; it begins with an act of will, bur if true and sincere. 
it affects the whole being, and leads to right conduct. In this it is distinguished from the kind of faith which 
promises salvation because someone else in whom you are asked to believe has borne away the sins of men, 
or the kind of faith which says that because you are born of a certain race ("Children of Abraham’) or a 
certain caste, you are privileged, and your conduct will be judged by a different standard from that of other 
men. Whatever you are, if you do evil, you must suffer the consequences, unless Allah's Mercy comes to your help. 
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C. 67.—Justice to women and orphans 

(4:127-152.) Is part of religion and the fear 
Of Allah. Stand out firmly 
For justice to all, even against 
Yourselves or your nearest of kin. 
Remain firm in faith, and consort not 
With evil or hypocrisy. Be true 
In speech, and wound not others; 
Nor distinguish between Teachers of Truth, 
For Allah's Truth is one and should be believed. 





633, Nagir=the groove in a date stone, a thing of no value whatever, (Cf n. 575 to 4:53 and 35:13) 


634. Abraham is distinguished in Muslim theology with the title of “Friend of Allah”. This does not of 
course mean that he was anything more than a mortal. But his faith was pure and true, and his conduct 
was firm and righteous in all circumstances. He was the fountainhead of the present monotheistic tradition, 
the Patriarch of the prophetic line, and is revered alike by Jews, Christians and Muslims. (R). 


635. Muait. Cf 4:108, and n. 625 
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127, Whey ask thy instruction 
Conceming the Women. 
_ Say: Allah doth 
Instruct you about them: 
And (remember) what hath 
Been rehearsed unto you"* 
In the Book, concerning 


The Gophers. of women to = 
- whom ose Spe Bed 
Ye give not the portions Skene ey gil 


‘Preseribed, and yet whom ye 
Desire to marry, as also 
Concerning the children 
Who. are weak: and oppressed:** 
That ye stand firm 

_ For justice fo orphans. 
There is not a good deed 
Which ye do, but Allah 
Is well-acquainted therewith. 
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128. Jf a wife fears 
Cruelty or desertion 
Ort her husband's pare, 
There is no blame on. them 
If they arrange 
An amicable settlement 
Between themselves; 
And such ‘settlement is best: 
Even though men’s souls 
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604, Again and agen it oper on the community of lilam to be post in their dealings with women 
orphan, children, and all whose weakness requires tpecial condderation. The law about widows and orphans 
inheritance, dower, and marriage had already been declared in 4/255, and further instructions are now given 
on a funther reference, The words tranalated ofpdary af ieemen mean, Uchink, the orphaned children of widows, 
of whom there were several after the barthe of hed, and whom it was the duty of the community co previde 
for; But sore Commentators take them to mean ‘female orp liga, In any case, because women were orphans 
or widows, |t wai not oght that anyour should rake advantage of their helpiess position to deprive hem uf 
dower or of their porthen in inheritance. 


687. Cf 4:75, 2 S98 


Both widows and orphans are to be helped beeauer they are ordinarily weak, il -ireated, and opprened 
incommunities which base their civil ghtoon brute sinengel, the weaker go-to che wall, and public opiniue 
expects fouling else, In Niewsches philosophy of ihe Superman that doctrine is screed strongly, are) seine 
Of tle cnilitarian nations-in our own. cline seem inclined Lo ppor this rereriont our primitive. instincts. 
Even lo modern democracies of ihe saner sort,we are often told thasicisahe Lae of minorities vo suller: 
srmtngih of namie bere become the passport oo power and privilqge. blam, while upholding sane manly 
ees in pereeral, enjoins the most solicioous care for the weak and opprewed in ceery way in righe of property. 
tn social right, and in the ght we opportuni): of dewelogement. Spiritual strength of weakness dives not 
accemarily go with physical ot oumerical srength 
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Are swayed by greed." tPE crop | ot 4 

But if ye do good yr perso) 97 i 

And practise self-restraint, 

Allah is well-acquainted KS SAS AIOE 

With all that ye do. BEL Dr tig i 

129. Yevare never able { 

To be fair and just salle romana g9 

As between women, 1 Vater 

Even if it is Sse gs itm 

Your ardent desire: * Ae 

But turn not away ee ree 
. (From a woman) altogether, als 2) per 

So as to leave her (as it were) peal 4 Gry 208 


Hanging (in the air).*** 


If ye mend your ways (eS le Le SoOl9 


And practice self-restraint, 
Allah is Oft-Forgiving, s4eryescKy 
Most Merciful. Lie} )) aco’ als 
130. But if they disagree tinge as 
(And must part), Allah Bas! arp 
Will provide abundance Fa wee 
For all from His paw oe Nail 
All-Reaching bounty: 
For Allah is He a S 6 ete 
That careth for all Hobo wlo’s 
And is Wise. 
181. Co Allah belong all things OW Sante eer ur Pea 
In the heavens and on earth.*° PM SS ogi hs arp 





638. To protect the woman's economic interests, various rules are prescribed for dower in marriage: But 
the sanctity of marriage itself is greater than any economic interests. Divorce is, of all things permitted, most 
hateful to Allah. Therefore if a breach between husband and wife can be prevented by some economic 
consideration, it is better to make that concession than to imperil the future of the wife, the children. and 
probably the husband also. Such concessions are permissible, in view of the love of wealth ingrained in 
unregenerate man, but a recommendation is made that we should practise self-restraint, and do what we can 
to come to an amicable settlement without any economic sacrifice on the part of the woman. 


639. In this material world there are two principal causes of division between man and wife, money and 
“the other woman" or “the other man’ Money was dealt with in the last verse, Here is the case of “the other 
woman" Legally more than one wife (up to four) are permissible on the condition that the man can be perfectly 
fair and just to all: But this is a condition almost impossible to fulfil. If, in the hope that he might be able 
to fulfil it, a man puts himself in that impossible position, it is only right to insist that he should not discard 
one but at least fulfil all the oucward duties that are incumbent on him in respect of- her. 


640. Notice the refrain: "To Allah belong all things in the heavens and on earth”: repeated three times, 
each time with a new application. In the first instance it follows the statement of Allah's universal providence 
and love. If two persons, in spite of every sincere desire to love and comfort each other, fail to achieve that 
end, and have to separate, Allah's all-reaching bounty never fails, for He is the Lord of all things. In the second 
instance it is connected with Allah's Self- Existence, Self-Excellence, and independence of all creatures; all His 
commands are for our good, and they are given to al) His creatures, according to their capacities. In the third 
instance, it is connected with His universal power; for He could destroy any individual or nation and create 
a new one without any Joss to Himself; but He gives a chance to all again and again, and even rewards them 
beyond their own ambitions. 
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Verily. We have directed re BAY Ke reer re 
The People of the Book SSMS NMES 
Before you, and you (O Muslims) A a2 4 ie Bugis. « 
To fear Allah. But if ye all all SG) 5 Halse. 
Deny Him, lo! unto Allah ‘a? - ny , 
Belong all things KANGA HAN oA SH 
In the heavens and on earth, S> —- 134 ab obly ob) 
And Allah is free 4 WE 74507 BO Ae oe 
_ Of all wants, worthy! REE ASB NT ats 

‘Of all praise-~ 

182. Yea, unto Allah belong ace sic a7 
All things in the heavens ; Fg pa 13 45 & 
And on earth, and enough A, ist reeetee o> 
Is Allah to carry through** SSG 4 LSet r 
All affairs. . 

133. If it were His Will, Z 
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He could destroy you, PONE ae SSS) 
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Another race; for He yas s S$ fecal (et a(- 5 
Hath power this to do. 


134. If anyone desires “PA rE Pres 
A reward in this life, = NOGA IEEE 
In Allah's (gift) is the reward CL sep, edie pg gee> 
(Both) of this life 2 Sir SM 5 asl Ses 
And of the Hereafter;*** Z . 
For Allah is He that heareth wiih ata ob 
And seeth (all things). =. ae ied 
SECTION 20. 
135. © ye who believe! PETS ee OPA ie © 
Stand out firmly Suiplys Wale NEE re 





641. Allah's existence is absolute existence, Lt does not depend on any other person or any other thing 
And it is worthy of all praise, for it is all-good and comprises every possible excellence. It is necessary to stro 
this point in order to show that the moral law for man is not a mere matter of transcendental commands, 
but really rests.on the essential needs of mankind itself. If therefore such schools of thought as, Behaviourism 
proved their theories up. to the hilt, they.do not affect the position of Islam in the leas. The highest ethical 
standards are enjoined by Islam, not as dogmatic imperatives, but because they can be shown to follow from 
the needs of man's nature and the results of man's experience. 


642. This refers to the neat verse. He does nor need us, but we need Him. Our hopes, our happiness. 
our success centre in Him, bat He ts Self-sufficient. He has the power to supersede us, but His goodness is 
ever seeking to give us every chance in this world as well as in the Hereafter, 


643. Man in this life can only see up to che horizon of this life, The highest rewards which his wishes 
or ambitions can conceive of are conceived in the terms of this life. But Allah can give him not only these 
bur something infinitely higher the rewards of the Hereafter —which it did not even enter his heart to ask 
for or his imagination to conctive 
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For justice, as witnesses*** 

To Allah, even as against 
Yourselves, or your parents, 
Or your kin, and whether 

It be (against) rich or poor:*** 
For Allah can best protect both. 
Follow not the lusts 

(Of your hearts), lest ye 
Swerve, and if ye 

Distort (justice) or decline 

To do justice, verily 

Allah is well-acquainted 

With all that ye do. 





















136. O ye who believe! 
Believe in Allah 
And His Messenger, 
And the scripture which He 
Hath sent to His Messenger 
And the scripture which He sent 
To those before (him).*** 
Any who denieth Allah, 
His angels, His Books, 
His Messengers, and the Day 
Of Judgement, hath gone 
Far, far astray. 
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137. Those who believe, 
Then reject Faith, 
Then believe (again) 
And (again) reject Faith, 

And go on increasing 





644. Justice is Allah's attribute, and to stand firm for justice is to be a witness to Allah, even if it is detrimental 
to oUF Own: interests (as we conceive them) or the interests of those who are near and dear to us. According 
to the Latin saying, “Let justice be done though heaven should fall.” 

But Islamic justice is something higher than the formal justice of Roman Law or any other human law. 
It ts even more penetrative than the subtler justice in the speculations of the Greek philosophers. |: searches 
out the innermost motives, because we are to act as in the presence of Allah, to whom all things, acts, and 
motives are known, (Cf 578). 


645, Some people may be inclined to favour the rich, because they expect something from them. Some 
people may be inclined to favour the poor because they are generally helpless. Partiality in either case is wrong 
Be just, without fear or favour. Both the rich and the poor are under Allah's protection as far as their legitimate 
interests are concerned, but they cannot expect to be favoured at the expense of others. And He can protect 
their interests far better than any man. ’ 


646, If your belief is by habit or birth or the example of those you love or respect or admire. make that 
belief more specific and personal to yourself. We must not only have faith, but realise that faith in our inmost 
being. The chief objects of our Faith are Allah, His Messenger, and His Revelations: To all these we must 
give a home in our hearts. The angels we do not see and realise as we realise Allah, who is nearer to us than 
the vehicle of our life‘blood, and the Day of Judgement is for our future experience, but we must not deny 
them, or we cut off a part of our spiritual view. 
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- In Unbelief—Allah ° 
Will not forgive them oan VN SSIS 
Nor guide them on the Way.*” attad ii 
| ic ora Ys 
138. To the Hypocrites give re 
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Ye hear the Signs of Allah Jog ed Ae ED 
Held in defiance and ridicule, Gees 35 GASS silos Sieg iat 
Ye are not to sit with them sats Phe SF TAN eRY 
Unless they turn to a different gue gH gm ages stad YG 


Theme: if ye did, ye would be 


Like them. For Allah will ae on: gee ail Re RA, & Ac 

Collect the Hypocrites and those 

Who defy Faith—all in Hell— \< > on ‘@ 3 ty 25S; 
141. (These are) the ones who Bed A ates 

Wait and watch about you: pOmm As as 
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647. Those who go on changing sides again and again can have no real Faith at any time. Their motives 
are mere worldly double-dealing. How can they expect Allah's grace or forgiveness? 

Here is a clear warning against those who make their religion a mere matter of worldly convenience, Truc 
religion goes far deeper. It transforms the very nature of man. After that transformation it is as impossible 


for him to change. as it is for light to become darkness, 





648. Lf the motive is some advantage, some honour—the fountain of all good is Allah. How can it really 
be expected from those who deny Faith? And if there is some show of woridly honour, what is it worth against 
the contempt they earn in the spiritual world? 


649, Cf 6:68, an carlier and Makkan verse. 

Where we see or hear Truth held in light esteem, we ought to make our protest and withdraw from such 
company, not out of arrogance, as if we thought ourselves superior to other people, but out of real humility, 
lest our own nature be corrupted in such society. But it is possible that our protest or our sincere remonstrance 
may change the theme of discourse. In that case we have done good to those who were inclined to hold Truth 
in light esteem, if we have saved them for ridiculing Truth. 
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SECTION 21, 
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When they stand up to prayer, UALS Bla) 5 gS Say 
They stand without earnestness, re 
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650. The methods and motives of Hypocrisy are thoroughly unmasked here. It has no principles, but 
watches for an opportunity to turn any event to its own advantage. If battle is joined between two inconsistent 
principles, it has no belief in either, but watches the result. There is unceasing fight between Good and Evil 
in this world. If the Good seems to win, the hypocrites range themselves on its side with unctuous words, taking 
a great part of the credit to themselves, Perhaps che balance tips the other way later, and they have to make 
their peace with Evil. “Oh!” they say, we were in the ranks of your enemy before, on purpose to protect you 
when they were too strong for you!” This may suit the ways’of the world. But the day of their account will 
come eventually. For the Good must ultimately triumph. 


651. If we choose evil deliberately and double our guilt by fraud and deception, we do not deceive Allah, 
but we deceive ourselves. We deprive ourselves of the Grace of Allah. and are left straying away from the Path. 
In that condition who can guide us or show us the Way? Our trae and right instincts become blunted: our 
fraud makes us unstable in character; when our fellow-men find out our fraud: any advantages we may have 
gained by the fraud are lost; and we become truly distracted in mind 
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145. The Hypocrites will be 

In the lowest 

Of the Fire; no helper 
Wilt thou find for them — 


146. Except for those who repent, 
Mend (their life), hold fast 
To Allah, and purify their religion 
As in Allah's sight; if so 
They, will be (numbered)** 
With the Believers. 
And soon will Allah 
Grant to the Believers 
A reward of immense value. 


147. What can Allah gain 

By your punishment, 
. If ye are grateful 

And ye believe? 
Nay, it is Allah 
That recogniseth*** 
(All good), and knoweth 
All things. 


148. ah loveth not that evil 
hould be noised abroad** 
In public speech, except 
Where injustice bath been 
Done; for Allah 
_ Is He who heareth 
- And knoweth all things. 
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652. Even Hypocrites can obtain forgiveness, on four conditions: (1) sincere repentance. which purifie 
their mindy (2) amendment of their conduct, which purifies their outer life; ($) steadfastness and devotion 
to Allah, Which strengthens their faith and prorects them from the assaules of evil; and (4) sincerity in their 
religion, or their whole inner being, which brings them as full members into the goodly Fellowship of Faith 


653 ‘There is no pleasure nor advantage to Allah in punishing His own creatures, over whom He watches 
with loving care. On the contrary He recognises any good — however linle--which He finds in us, and delighu 
to give us a reward beyond all measure. His recognition of us is compared by a bold metaphor to our gratitude 
to Him for His favours The epithet Shakir is applied to Allah, as here, in 2:158, and other passages. In 16.121 
it is applied to Abraham: “he showed his gratitude for the favours of Allah, who chose him and guided him 


to a Straight Way.” ‘ 


654. We can make a public scandal of evil in many ways. (1) [t may be idle sensation-mongering: it often 
leads to more evil by imitation, as where criminal deeds are glorified in a cinema, or talked about shamelessly 
in a novel or drama. (2) lt may be malicious gossip of a foolish, personal kind: it does no good, but it burt 
people's feelings: (3) Ic may be malevolent slander or libel: it is intended deliberately to cause harm to peoples 
reputation or injure them in other ways, and is nightly punishable under all laws, (4) It may be a public rebuke 
or correction or remonstrance, without malice. (1), (2) and (3) are absolutely forbidden. (4) may be by a person 
in authority; in which case the exception applies, for all wrong or injustice must be corrected openly, to prevent 
its recurrence, Or (4) may be by a person not vested with authority, but acting either fram motives of public 
spirit, or in order to help some one who has been wronged: here again the exception will apply, But if the 
motive is different, the exception does not apply. (4) would also include a public complaint by a person who 


has suffered a wrong, he has every right to seek public redress. 
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C. 68.—The People of the Book went wrong: 
‘(4:153-176.) The Jews in breaking their Covenant, 
And slandering Mary and Jesus, 
And in their usury and injustice; 
And the Christians in raising 
Jesus the Messenger to equality 





655. Qadir: 1 have translated it more fully than most translators, The root gadara not only implies power, 


ability, strength, but two other ideas which it is difficult to convey in a single word, viz., the act and power 
of estimating the true yalue of a thing or persons, as in.6:91; and the act and power of regulating something 
so as to bring it into correspondence with something. “Judgement of values” I chink sums up these finer shades 
of meaning. Allah forgives what is wrong and is able to fully appreciate and judge the value of our good deeds 
whether we publish them or conceal them, 


656. Unbelief takes various forms. Three are mentioned here:(1) denial of Allah and His revelation to 


mankind through inspired men; (2) a sort of nominal belief in Allah and His Prophets, but one which is partial, 
and mixed up with racial pride, which does not allow for the recognition of any Messengers beyond those 
of a particular race; and (3) a nominal belief in universal revelation, but so hedged around with peculiar 
doctrines of exclusive salvation, thatit practically approaches to a denial of Allah's universal love for all mankind 
and all Creation: All three amount to’ Unbelief, for they really deny Allah's universal love and care. 
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With Allah. Allah's revelation 

Is continued in the Qur'an, 

Which comes with manifest proof 

And: a-clear light to those who understand. 


SECTION 22. 


153. Che People of the Book 
Ask thee to cause vend 
A book to descend to them 
From heaven: indeed 
They asked Moses 
For an eyen greater 
(Miracle), for they said: 
“Show us Allah in public,’**’ 
But they were dazed 
For their presumption, 

By thunder and lighting. 
‘Yet they worshipped the calf 
Even after Clear Signs 

Had come to them; 

Even so. We forgave them; 
And gave Moses manifest 
Proofs of authority. 


154: And for their Covenant 
We raised over them 
(The towering height) 
Of Mount (Sinai);** 
And (on another occasion) 
We said: “Enter the gate 


With humility”; and (once again) 


We commanded them: 


“Transgress not in the matter 


Of the Sabbath.” 
And We took from them 
A solemn Covenant. 
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657. Cf 2:55, for the thunder and lightning which dazed those who were presumptuous enough to ask 
that they should see Allah face to face, and 2:51 and n. 66, for the worship of the golden calf 


The lesson is that it is presumptuous on the part of man to judge of spiricual things in terms of material 
things. or to ask to see Allah with their material eyes when Allah is above materia! forms and is independent 


of time and space. 


r 

658. Inthis verse there is a recapitulation of three salient incidents of Jewish refractoriness already referred 
to in the second Sirah: vrz., (1) the Covenant under the towering height of Sinai, 2:63; (2) their arrogance 
where they were commanded humility in entering a town, 2:58; and (3) their cransgression of the Sabbath, 2:65. 
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659. In verses 155, 156. 157, 160 (latter half), and 161 with parenthetical clauses including those in verses 
158-159, and 160 (first half), there is a catalogue of the iniquities of which the Jews were guilty, and for these 
iniquities we must understand some such words as: “They are under divine displeasure” Each raged of the 
indicement I have indicated by preteanat the word "that." 


660. Cf 3:21) and nn. 363 and 364 


661. Cf 2:88, and n. 92. where the full meaning is explained 


Note the crescendo (heightening effect) in the argument. Their iniquities were: (1) that they broke their 
Covenant; (2) that they rejected Allah's guidance as conveyed in His signs: (5) that they killed Allah's Messengers 
and incurred a double guilt, wz., that of murder and that of a deliberate defiance of Allah's law: and (4) 
that they imagined themselves arrogantly self-sufficient, which means a blasphemous closing of their hearts 
forever against the admission of Allah's grace, Then begins another series of iniquities from a different point 
of view: (1) thar they rejected’ Faith, (2) that they made false charges against a saintly woman like Mary, who 
was chosen by Allah to be the mother of Jesus; (3) that they boasted of haying killed Jesus when they were 
victims of their own self. hallucination; (4) that they hindered people from Allah's way; and (5) tha: by means 
of usury and fraud they oppressed their fellow-men. 


662, The false charge against Mary was that.she was unchaste, Cf 19:27.28, Such a charge is bad enough 
to make against any woman, but4o make it against Mary, the mother af Jesus, was to bring into ridicule Allah’s 
power itself, Islam is specially strong in guarding the reputation of women. Slanderers of women are bound 
to bring four wimesses in support of their accusations, and if they fail to produce four witnesses, they are 
to be flogged with cighty stripes and debarred forever from being competent witnesses: 244 
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But so it was made ‘ Misia 2 grok 
To appear to them, Stand , 
And those who differ orn ETE, 
Therein are full of doubts, 7 (if 
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663. The end of the life of Jesus on earth is as much involved in mystery as his birth, and indeed the 
greater part of his private life, except the three main years of his ministry. It is not profitable to discuss the 
many doubts and conjectures among the early Christian sects and among Muslim theologians. The Orthodox- 
Christian Churches make it a cardinal point of their doctrine that his life was taken on the Cross, that he 
died and was buried, that on the third day he rose in the body with ‘his wounds intact, and walked about 
and conversed, and ate with his disciples, and was afterwards taken up bodily to heaven. This is necessary 
for the theological doctrine of blood sacrifice and vicarious atonement for sins, which is rejected by Islam. 
But some of the early Christian sects did not believe that Christ was killed on the Cross. The Basilidans believed 
that someone else was substituted for him. The Docetae held that Christ never had a real physical or natural 
body, but only an apparent or phantom body, and that his Crucifixion was only apparent, not real. The 
Marcionite Gospel (about A.C. 158) denied that Jesus was born, and merely said that he appeared in human 
form. The Gospel of St. Barnabas supported the theory of substitution on the Cross. The Qur'anic teaching 
is that Christ was not crucified nor killed by the Jews, notwithstanding certain apparent circumstances which 
produced that illusion in the minds of some of his enemies; that disputations, doubts, and conjectures en 
such matters are vain; and that he was taken up to Allah (see 4:158 and 3:55). 


664. There is difference of opinion as to the exact interpretation of this verse, The words are: The Jews 
did nor kill Jesus, but Allah raised him up (rafa ahu) to Himself. One school holds that Jesus did not die the 
usual human death, but still lives in the body in heaven, which is the generally accepted Muslim view. Another 
holds that he did die (5:117) but not when he was supposed to be crucified. and that his being “raised up” 
unto Allah means that instead of being disgraced as a malefactor, as the Jews intended, he was on the contrary 
honoured by Allah as His Messenger: (see 4:159). The same word rafaa is used in association with honour 
in connection with al Mustafa in 94:4. (R). 


665. Before his death. Interpreters are not agreed as to the exact meaning. Those who hold that Jesus 
did not die (see last note) refer the pronoun “his” to Jesus. They say that Jesus is still living in the body and 
that he will appear just before the Final Day, after the coming of the Mahdi, when the world will be purified 
.of sin and unbelief. There will be a final death before the final Resurrection, but all will have believed before 
that final death. Others think that “his” is better referred to “none of the People of the Book", and that the 
emphatic form “must believe” (Jayu'minanna) denotes more a question of duty than of fact. (R). 


666. Cf. 4-41. 
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160. 


161. 


162. 


163. 


For the iniquity of the Jews 

We made unlawful for them**’ 

Certain (foods) good and 
wholesome 

Which had been lawful for 

them — 
In that they hindered many 
From. Allah's Way— 


That they took usury, 
Though they were forbidden; 
And that they devoured 

Men's substance wrongfully — 
We have prepared for those 
Among them who reject Faith 
A grievous punishment, 


But those among them 

Who are well-grounded in 
knowledge, 

And the Believers, 

Believe in what hath been 

Revealed to thee and what was 

Revealed before thee: 

And (especially) those 

Who establish regular prayer 

And practise regular charity 

And believe in Allah 

And in the Last Day: 

To them shall We soon 

Give a great reward. 
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We have sent thee 

Inspiration, as We sent it 

To Noah and the Messengers®®* 
After him: We sent 
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667. Cf 6:146. The ceremonial law of the Jews forbade the eating of the flesh of the camel, rabbit and 
hare (Leviticus 11:4-6), and the fat of oxen, sheep, and goats (Leviticus 7:23), and was in other respects very strict 


668. First we have a general statement; that inspiration was sent to many Messengers, and the inspiration 


was of the same kind as that sent co the Prophet Muhammad, for Allah’s Message is one. Note that what 
is spoken of here is Inspiration, not necessarily a Book. Every nation or group of people had a messenger: 
10:47. Some of these messengers have been mentioned by name in the Qur'an, and some not, (Cf 4:164, 16:36, 
and 35:24). 
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164. 


165. 


166. 


167. 


168. 


Inspiration to Abraham, *** 
Ism@Tl, Isaac, Jacob 

And the descendents, to Jesus, 
Job, Jonah, Aaron, and Solomon, 
And to David We gave 

The Psalms. 


Of some messengers We have 

Already told thee the story; 

Of others we have not— 

And to Moses Allah spoke 
direct —*7° 


Messengers who gave good news*’! 
As well as warning, 

That mankind, after (the coming) 
Of the messengers, should have 
No plea against Allah: 

For Allah is Exalted in Power, 
Wise. 


ut Allah beareth witness 
t what He hath sent 
Unto thee He hath sent 
From His (own) knowledge, *’* 
And the angels bear witness: 
But enough is Allah for a witness. 


Those who reject Faith 
And keep off (men) 
From the Way of Allah, 
Have verily strayed far, 
Far away from the Path. 


Those who reject Faith 
And do wrong—Allah 
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one, 


669. Cf 2:1386 and 3:84. The list here given is in three groups. (1) The first group, Abraham's family, 
is the same as in 2:156 (where see the note) and in 3:84. (2) Then we have the Prophets Jesus, Job and Jonah, 
who symbolise patience and perseverance. ($3) Then we have Aaron the priest and Solomon the King, both 
great figures, but cach subordinate to another primary figure, viz , Moses (mentioned in the next verse) and 
David (mentioned at the end of this verse), David's distinction was the Psalms, which are still extant. Though 
their present form may possibly be different from the original and they do undoubtedly include Psalms not 
written by David, the collection contains much devotional poetry of a high order, (Cf 21-205). (R). 


670. Allah spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai. Hence the title of Moses in Muslim theology: Kalim Allah 
the one to whom Allah spoke, (Cf 19:51), (R). 


671. Every prophet proclaims Allah's goodness to the righteous and forgiveness to those who repent, (good 
news). and the Wrath to come for those who reject Faith and live in iniquity (warning). Their mission of warning 
is a prelude and complement to their mission of good news. No one can then say that he or she did not know. 


672. Inspiration, though it is clothed in human language, and shaped to the personality of the inspired 


proceeds from the knowledge of Allah. (R). 
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And this to Allah is easy.*’* 


170. O mankind! the Messenger 
Hath come to you in truth 
From Allah: believe in him; 

It is best for you.®’* But if 

Ye reject Faith, to Allah 

Belong all things in the heavens 
And on earth: and Allah 

Is All-Knowing, All-Wise- 


171. O People of the Book! 
Commit no excesses®’® 
In your religion: nor say 
Of Allah aught but the truth. 
The Messiah Jesus son of Mary 
Was (no more than) 
A Messenger of Allah, 
And His Word, 
Which He bestowed on Mary, 
And a Spirit proceeding 
From Him: so believe 
In Allah and His Messengers. 
Say not “Trinity”: desist:*7® 
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673. Easy—not in the sense that Allah takes any pleasure in any of His creatures going astray. The contrary 
is the case: for Allah's Grace recognises all good in us to such an extent that it is compared to gratitude in 
4147, see n. 653. We must understand easy in the sense that Allah is Supreme in knowledge and power, if 
any forces of rebellion foolishly think that they can evade punishment, they are mistaken. Punishment comes 
asa matter of course, It is nota matter of difficulty or exertion on the part of Allah. 


674. Allah's solicitude for us is for our own good, not because He gets any advantage from it. For He 
is independent of all things, and everything declares His glory and praise. 


675. Just as a foolish servant may go wrong by excess of zeal for his master, so in religion people's excesses 
may lead them to blasphemy or a spirit the very opposite of religion. The Jewish excesses in the direction 
of formalism, racialism, exclusiveness, and rejection of Christ Jesus have been denounced in many places, Here 
the Christian attitude is condemned, which raises Jesus to an equality with Allah; in some cases venerates 
Mary.almost to idolatry; attributes a physical son to Allah; and invents the doctrine of the Trinity. opposed 
to. all reason, which according to the Athanasian Creed, unless a man believes, he is doomed to hell forever. 
Let our Muslims also beware lest they fall into excesses either in doctrine or in formalism, (Cf 11:110). 


676. Christ's attributes are mentioned: (1) that he was the son of a woman, Mary, and therefore a man; 
(2) but a messenger, a man with a mission from Allah, and therefore entitled to honour; (3) a Word bestowed 
on Mary, for he was created by Allah's word “Be” (kun), and he was; 3:59; (4) a spirit proceeding from Allah, 
but not Allah: his life and his mission were more limited than in the case of some other Messengers, though 
we must pay equal honour to him as a Prophet of Allah. The doctrines of Trinity, equality with Allah, and 
sonship, are repudiated as blasphemies. Allah is independent of all needs and has no need of a son to manage 
His affairs. The Gospel of John (whoever wrote it) has put in a great deal of Alexandrian and Gnostic mysticism 
round the doctrine of the Word (Greek, Logos), but it is simply explained here. (R). 
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It will be better for you: 
For Allah is One God: 
Glory be to Him: 

(Far Exalted is He) above 
Having a son. To Him 


Belong all things in the heavens 


And on earth, And enough 


Is Allah as a Disposer of affairs. 


SECTION 24. 


172. Christ disdaineth not 
To serve and worship Allah,*’’ 
Nor do the angels, those 
Nearest (to Allah): 
Those who disdain 
His worship and are arrogant — 
He will gather them all. 
Together unto Himself*’* 
To (answer). 


173. But to those who believe 
And do deeds of righteousness, 
He will give their (due) 
Rewards — and more, 
Out of His bounty: 

But those who are 
Disdainful and arrogant, 
He will punish 

With a grievous penalty; 
Nor will they find, 
Besides Allah, any 

To protect or help them. 


174. O mankind! Verily 
There hath come to you 
A convincing proof 
From your Lord: 
For We have sent unto you 
A light (that is) manifest.*”’ 
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677, Christ often watched and prayed, as a humble worshipper of Allah; and his agony in the Garden 
of Gethsemane was full of human dignity, suffering, and self-humiliation (see Matt. xxvi. 36-45). 


678. The disdainful and the arrogant are the crew of Satan, who will be gathered together before the 


Supreme Throne for punishment, 


679. The Proof and the Light are the Qur’in and the Personality, Life and Teaching of Muhammad 


Al Mustafa 
a 
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175. Then those who believe 
In Allah, and hold fast 
To Him~—soon will He 
Admit them to’ Mercy 
And Grace from Himself," 
And guide them to Himself 
By a straight Way. 


( 


Chey ask thee 

For a legal decision. _, 

Say: Allah directs (thus) 
About those who, leave 

No descendants or ascendants 
As heirs. If it is a man®*! 
That dies, leaving a sister 
But no child, she shall 

Have half the inheritance: 


176. 
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If (such a deceased was) 

A woman, who left no child, 
Her brother takes her inheritance: 
If there are two sisters, 

They shall have two-thirds 

Of the inheritance 

(Between them): if there are 
Brothers and sisters, (they share), 
The male having twice 

The share of the female. 

Thus doth Allah make clear 
To you (His law),, lest 

Ye err. And Allah 
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From His Presence; see 3:195 and n. 501. The Mercy and Grace are expressed 
here as specially flowing from Him, 


680. From Himself = 


681. This verse supplements the rule of inheritance of the estate-of a deceased person who has left as 
heir neither a descendant nor an ascendant. We shal] call such a person 4, who may be either a male or 
a female. In 4:12 (second half), A's case was considered where he had left uterine brothers or sisters. Here 
A's case is considered where he has left brothers and/or sisters by the father’s side, whether the mother was 


the same or not. “Brothers” and “sisters” in this verse must be construed to be such brothers and sisters. 


For the sake of clearness I have expanded the terse language of the original in the translation. Let me 
explain it more concretely in this note. 4, and “brothen” and “sister” being strictly defined as above, we proceed 
to consider how 4's inheritance would be divided, If A lefi.a widow or widower, the widow's or widower’s share 
would first be calculated as in the first half of 4:12; if A left no spouse, this calculation would not be necessary. 
Then if A left a single “sister!” she would have a half share, the remaining half (insofar as it, or a part of 
it, does not fall to a spouse, if any) going to remoter heirs: if a single ‘brother,’ he would have the whole 
(subject to the spouse's right if there is a spouse); if more than one “brother,” they divide the whole (subject 
to, ete.). If A left two or more “sisters,” they get between them cwo-thirds, subject to the spouse's right, if 
any. If A left a “brother” and “sister!’ or “brothers and “sisters,” they divide on the basis that cach “brother's” 
share is twice that of the “‘sister™ (subject to, etc.). In all cases debts, funeral no Prag and legacies (to the 
amount allowed) have priority as in mn. 522. 
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INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 5—AL MA'IDAH 


_ This, Sirah deals, by way of recapitulation, with the backsliding of the Jews and Christians 
frorn their pure religions, to which the coping stone was placed by Islam. It refers particularly 
to the Christians, and to their solemn Sacrament of the Last Supper, to whose true meaning they 
are declared to have been false. (R). 


As a logical corollary to the corruption of the earlier religions of Allah, the practical precepts 
of Islam, about food, cleanliness, justice, and fidelity are recapitulated. 


The third verse contains the memorable declaration: “This day have I perfected your religion 
for you”; which was promulgated in 10 H., during the Prophet's last Pilgrimage to Makkah. 
Chronologically it is considered by many as the last verse to be revealed. 


Summary — Beginning with an appeal to fulfil, as sacred, all obligations, human and divine, 
it points to certain regulations about food, as conducive to a sober and social life, without superstition 
and without bias or hatred (5:1-5, and C. 69). 


Cleanliness of body, and justice and uprightness of dealing are nearest to Piety (5:6-Il, and C. 70), 


If the Jews and the Christians turned back Som the such Med vache ge ant ere: they 
have had their warning (5:12-26, and C. 71). 


The murder of Abel by Cain is the type of the treatment which the just man suffers from 
the envious. There is punishment from Allah. The just man must not grieve (5:27-43, and C, 72). 


Muslims must do impartial justice, but must protect their own Brotherhood and their Faith 
from insult and scorn; they must appreciate piety, humility, and other good points among the 
Christians (5: 44-86, and C, 73). 


They must enjoy with gratitude all that is good and lawful, but guard themselves against 
excess, Swearing, intoxication, gambling, violation of the Sanctuary, superstitions ‘of all kinds, 
and false evidence are condemned (5:87-108, and C. 74). 


The miracles of Jesus, and how they were misused by those who bore his name (5:109-120, 
and C, 75), 


C. 69.—All obligations are sacred, human 
(5:1-6.) Or divine. In the spiritual world 
We owe duties to Allah, which must 
Be fulfilled. But whilst we are 
In this world of sense, those duties 
Are by no means isolated 
From what we owe to ourselves 
And our fellows in the world 
Of men. We must respect the laws 
And customs of the Sacred Mosque 
And the Sacred Sanctuary. 
In food our laws are simple: 
All things good and pure are lawful. 
We refuse not social intercourse 
With men and women — 
People of the Book. 
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682. This line has been justly admired for its terseness and comprehensiveness, Obligations; ‘uqgid: the 
Arabic word implies so many things that a whole chapter of Commentary can be written on it. First, there 
are the divine obligations that arise from our spiritual nature and our relation to Allah. He created us and 
implanted in us the faculty of knowledge and foresight; besides the intuition and reason which He gave us, 
He made Nature responsive to our needs, and His Signs in Nature are so many lessons to us in our own inner 
life; He further sent Messengers and Teachers, for the guidance of our conduct in individual, social, and public 
life. All these gifts create corresponding obligations which we must fulfil, (Cf $0/$0). But in our own human 
and material life we undertake mutual obligations express and implied, We make a promise; we enter into 
a commercial or social contract; we enter into a contract of marriage: we must faithfully fulfil all obligations 
in all these relationships, (Cf 7:172 and 16:91). Our group of our State enters into a treaty: every individual 
in that group or State is bound to see that as far as lies in his power, such obligations are faithfully discharged. 
There are tacit obligations; living in civil society, we must respect its tacit conventions unless they are morally 
wrong, and in that case we must get out of such society. There are tacit obligations in the characters of host 
and guest, wayfarer or companion, employer or employed, etc., etc., which every man of Faith must discharge 
conscientiously. The man who deserts those who need him and goes to pray in a desert is a coward who disregards 
his obligations. All these obligations are inter-connected. Truth and fidelity are parts of religion in all relations 
of life. : - 


683. That is, the exceptions named not only in the Qur'an but in the Sunnah as well, (See 5;3-4 below). (R). 


684. Cf. 5:94-96. Hunting and the use of game are forbidden “while ye are Aurumun,” i.e¢., while ye 
are (1) in the Sacred Precincts, ‘or (2) in the special pilgrim garb (ihrim), as to which see n, 212, 2:196. In 
most cases the two amount to the same thing. The Sacred Precincts are sanctuary both for man and beast. 


685. Allah's commands are not arbitrary. His Will is the perfect Archetype or Plan of the world. Everything 
He wills has-regard to His Plan, in which are reflected His perfect wisdom and goodness. 


686. Cf 2:158, where Safa and Marwa are called “Symbols (sha‘a‘ir) of Allah” Here the Symbols are 
everything connected with the Pilgrimage, viz., (1) the places (like Safa and Marwa, or the Ka’bah or ‘Arafat, 
etc.) (2) the rites and ceremonies prescribed; ($) prohibitions (such as that of hunting, etc.); (4) the times 
and seasons prescribed. There is spiritual and moral symbolism in all these. See notes on 2:158, 2194-200. 
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Nor of the Sacred Month,**’ 
Nor of the animals brought 
For sacrifice, nor the garlands 
That mark out such animals, 
Nor the people resorting 

To the Sacred House, *** 
Seeking of the bounty 

And good pleasure 

Of their Lord. 

But when ye are clear 

Of the Sacred Precincts*** 
And of pilgrim garb, 

Ye may hunt 

And let not the hatred 

Of some people 

In (once) shutting you out 

Of the Sacred Mosque 

Lead you to transgression 
(And hostility on your part).*° 
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687. The month of pilgrimage, or else, collectively, the four sacred months (9:36), viz, Rajab (7th), Dhu 
al Qa’dah (Lith), Dhu al Hijjah (12th), the month of Pilgrimage, and Muharram (the first of the year). In 
all these months War was prohibited. Excepting Rajab the other three months are consecutive. 


688. The immunity from attack or interference extended to the animals brought as offerings for sacrifice 
and the garlands or fillets or distinguishing marks which gave them immunity. They were treated as sacred 
symbols, And of course every protection or immunity was enjoyed by the Pilgrims. 


689. This is the state opposite to that described in n. 684, te, when ye have left the Sacred Precincts, 
and have doffed the special pilgrim garb, showing your return to ordinary life. 


690, See n, 205 to 2:19), In the sixth year of the Hijrah the Pagans, by way of hacred and persecution 
of the Muslims, had prevented them from access to the Sacred Mosque. When the Muslims were re-established 
in Makkah, some of them wanted to retaliate and exclude the Pagans or in some way to interfere with them 
in the Pilgrimage. This is condemned. Passing from the immediate event to the general principle, we must 
hot retaliate or return evil for evil. The hatred of the wicked does not justify hostility on our part. We have 
to help each other in righteousness and piety, not in perpetuating feuds of hatred and enmity. We may have 
to fight and put down evil, but never in a spirit of malice or hatred, but always in a spirit of justice and 
righteousness. 


691. Cf, 2:173 and nn. 178 and 174. The prohibition of dead meat, blood, the flesh of swine, and that 
on which other names than that of Allah have been invoked, has been there explained. 
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That which hath been 
Killed by strangling, 

Or by a violent blow, 

Or by a headlong fall, 

Or by being gored to death: 
That which hath been (partly) 
Eaten by a wild animal; 

Unless ye are able 

To slaughter it (in due form);** 
That which is sacrificed** 

On stone (altars); 

(Forbidden) also is the division*”* 
(Of meat) by raffling 

With arrows: that is impiety. 






















This day. have those who 
Reject Faith given up 
All hope of your religion:*** 
Yet fear them not 

But fear Me. 

This day have I 
Perfected your religion** 
For you, completed 

My favour upon you, 
And have chosen for you 
Islam as your religion. 
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But if any is forced 

By hunger, with no inclination 
To transgression, Allah is 
Indeed Oft-Forgiving, 

Most Merciful. 


4. They ask thee what is Ais aes cp 
Lawful to them (as food).*%’ a ¢ - 

692. If an animal dies by strangling, or by a violent blow, or a headlong fall, or by being gored to death, 
or by being’attacked by a wild animal) the presumption Is that it becomes carrion, as the life-blood is congealed 
before being taken out of the body. But the presumption can be rebutted If the life-blood still flows and 
the solemn mode of slaughter (dAabh) in the name of Allah as a sacrifice is carried out, it becomes lawful as food. 






693. This was also an idolatrous rite, different from that in which a sacrifice was devoted to a particular 
idol or a false god, ( . . 


694. Gambling of all kinds is forbidden: 2-219. A sort of lottery or raffle practised by Pagan Arabs has 
been described in n, 241. Division of meat in this way is here forbidden, as it is a form of gambling. 


695. So long as Islam was not organised, with its own community and its own laws, the Unbelievers had 
hoped to wean the Believers from the new Teaching. (Now that hope was gone, with the complete organisation 
of Islam) 


696. Te is considered by many as the last verse revealed chronologically, marking the approaching end 
of al Mustafa’s ministry in his earthly life. 


697., The previous verse was negative: it defined what wasnot lawful for food, vrz., things gross, or disgusting, 
or dedicated to superstition. This verse is positive: it defines what is lawful, v#z.,.all chings that are good and pure: 
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Say: Lawful unto you "s eset se 4 
Are (all) things good and pure: ESDP IAS 
And what ye have taught grrlgh, y Mi, 
Your trained hunting animals OM orl Seattle; 


(To catch) in the manner 


Directed to you by Allah: KEE ae 114 % vests Gaecs 


Eat what they catch for you,*** 


But pronounce the name oe rere Paper vast sb 
Of Allah over it: and fear aN Peesin 
Allah; for Allah is swift =, see 2444 
In taking account. Ste Lain 
. & 
5. This day are (all) things eae neh peal, 
Good and pure made lawful <b! Sel pal < 
-. Unto you. The food a we 
Of the People of the Book*** Kasi ipalgast, Inlaby 
Is lawful unto you ig ae! 
And yours is lawful wae Gleb, 
Unto them. f. 
(Lawful unto you in marriage) BONG Ba SAY 
_ Are (not only) chaste women any " 
Who. are believers, but “aE ita 4 35 4. 7 Re & Lif 


Chaste women among 
The People of the Book,’ 


tee ZS pre 
Revealed before your time — g5-% te sect, 
When ye give them 7 
Their due dowers, and desire Cova nef Je net 


Chastity, not lewdness, 





698. In the matter of the killing for meat, the general rule is that the name of Allah, the true God should 
be pronounced as a rite in order to call our attention to the fact that we do not take life thoughtlessly but 
solemnly for food, with the permission of Allah, to whom we render the life back. The question of hunting 
is then raised. How can this solemn rite be performed when we send forth trained hawks, trained hounds, 
or trained cheetahs or other animals trained for the chase? They must necessarily kill at sorne distance from 
their masters. Their game is legalised on these conditions: (1) that they are trained to kill, not merely for 
their own appetite, or out of mere wantonness, but for their master’s food; the training implies that something 
of the solemnity which Allah has taught as in this matter goes inte their action; and (2) we are to pronounce 
the name of Allah overthe quarry; this is interpreted to mean that the Jakbir should be pronounced when 
the hawk or dog, etc., is released to the quarry, (R). ’ 


699. The question is for food generally, such as is ordinarily “good and pure”: in the matter of meat 
it should be killed with some sort of solemnity analogous to that of the Takbir The rules of Islam in this 
respect being analogous to those of the People of the Book, there is no objection to mutual recognitidn, as 
opposed to meat killed by Pagans with superstitious rites, (Cf 6:1$9). In this respect the Christian rule is the 
same: “That Ye abstain from meats offered to idols, and from blood, and from things strangled, and from 
fornication (Acts 15°29). Notice the bracketing of fornication with things unlawful to eat 


700, Islam is not exclusive. Social i intercourse, including i inter: marriage, is permitted with the People of 
the Book. A Muslim man may marry a woman from their ranks on the same terms as he would marry a Muslim 
woman, t¢, he must give her an economic and moral status, and must not be actuated merely by motives 
of lust or physical desire. A Muslim woman may-not marry a non-Muslim man, because her Muslim status 
would be affected: the wife ordinarily takes the nationality and status given by her husband's law, A non: 
Muslim woman marrying a Muslim husband would be expected eventually to accept Islam. Any man or woman, 
of any race or faith; may, on accepting Islam, freely marry any Muslim woman or man, provided it be from 
motives of purity and chastity and not of lewdness: 


Sirah 5: Al Ma’idah 247 Bhs esi 


Nor secret intrigues, 
If anyone rejects faith,’” 
Fruitless is his work, 


SOY; 


PI FOSS A it ad 
And in the Hereafter raat dase Th fSOos5 
He will be in the ranks priqmas wi baa” 
Of those who have lost GLa NS Ss 


(All spiritual good). 


C.. 70. — Allah wishes us to be clean and pure, 
(5:6-11) At prayer and at other times. 
But justice and right conduct, 
Even in the face of spite and hatred, 
Are nearest to Piety and the love 
Of Allah: in Him we put our trust. 


SECTION 2. 
6. © ye who believe! VAS — altho 
wie ye REET y ; 3{! yes ey © 
r prayer, -w. A PPLA Shean Ty 74° 
Your faces, and your hands 5 ce SipLeb os Jp 
(And arms) to the elbows; ber Wider £. <_ 
Rub your heads (with water); lomenals else 3 


And (wash) your feet 


To the ankles. E prea se 4 oS, AS ete er SP 
If ye are in a state RAST yells A 


Of ceremonial impurity,’ Ppa ras eh 4 > 
Bathe your whole body. iy gba nob 
But if ye are ill, {ages re 

Or on a journey, se Ne te eS Ns 
Or one of you cometh po Ss" OL 
From offices of nature, Al ek eter cae 
Or ye have been Pen ee wee ale 
In contact with women, vA art Ba er i 
And ye find no water, AAT our. ssl 
Then take for yourselves Ere 

Clean sand or earth,’ ect Ys Ox ess ele 
And rub therewith \s Gus 2 





70}, As always, food, cleanliness, social intercourse, marriage and other interests in life, are linked with 
our duty to Allah and faith in Him. Duty and faith are for our own benefit, here and in the Hereafter, (Cf 39:65). 


702. These are the essentials of Wadi’ or ablutions preparatory to prayers, wx (1) to bathe the whole 
face in water, and (2) both hands and arms to the elbows, with (3) a litde rubbing of the head with water 
(as the head is usually protected and comparatively clean), and (4) the bathing of the feet co the ankles. In 
addition, following the practice of the Prophet. it is usual first to wash the mouth. the throat, and the nose; 
before proceeding with the face, etc. 


703. Cf. 4:43 and n. 565. Ritual impurity arises from sex pollution. 


704. This is Tayammum, or washing with clean sand or earth where water is not available. I take it that 
this substicute is permissible both for Wud’ and for a full bath, in the circumstances mentioned. 
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Your faces and hands. 
Allah doth not wish 
To place you in a difficulty, 
But to make you clean, 
And to complete 

- His favour to you, 
That ye may be grateful. 


. And call in remembrance 
The favour of Allah 
Unto you, and His Covenant,’” 
Which He ratified 
With you, when ye said: 
“We hear and we obey”: 
And fear Allah, for Allah 
Knoweth well 
The secrets of your hearts. 


8. O ye who believe! 


Stand out firmly. 

For Allah, as witnesses’ 

To fair dealing, and let not 
The hatred of others 

To you make you swerve’’’ 

To wrong and depart from 
Justice. Be just: that is 

Next to Piety: and fear Allah. 
For Allah is well-acquainted 
With all that ye do. 


9. To those who believe 


And do deeds of righteousness 
Hath Allah promised forgiveness 
And a great reward. 


. Those who reject faith 


And deny Our Signs 
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705. There is a particular and a general meaning. The particular meaning refers to the solemn Pledge 
and Covenant taken by ewo groups of people at ‘Aqaba, a valley near Mina, the first about fourteen months 
before the Hijrah, and the second.a little later, These were Pledges of fealty to the Messenger of Allah, comparable 
to the Covenant under Mount Sinai takem in the time of Moses, (see 2:63 and n, 78), The general meaning 
has been explained in n. 682 to 5:1; man is under a spiritual obligation under an implied Covenant with Allah; 
Allah has given man reason, judgement, the higher faculties of the soul, and even the position of Allah's vicegerent 
on earth (2:30), and man is bound to serve Allah faithfully and obey His Will, That obedience begins with 
cleanlinessin. bodily functions, food, etc, It goes on to cleanliness of mind and thought, and culminates in 
purity of motives in the inmost recesses of his heart and soul. 


706, Cf 2:143, 4:135 and 5:44, 


707. To do justice and act righteously in a favourable or neutral atmosphere is meritorious enough, but 
the real ‘test comes when you have to do justice to people who hate you or to whom you have an aversion. 
But no Jess is required of you by the higher moral law. 
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Will be Companions “tt peo a4 
Of Hell-fire. Ps a acres 21535) 
ll. O ye who believe! Beles at bak eto 
Call in remembrance S aa Va pai Ls Cp 
The favour of Allah vs a2 S30 LIVG ste 
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Certain men formed the design i‘ 
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Their hands against you, 


But (Allah) held back Sap stats SIGS ede 
Their hands from you:’% au! Iyasl aS WS 
So fear Allah. And on Allah \. , 

: SESC oS ee ar, 
Let Believers put aS Nb abl Je3 


(All) their trust. 


C. 71. —If the men who received revelations 
(5:12-26.) Before were false to their trust, 
If they broke their agreements 
And twisted Allah's Message from its aim, . 
If they rebelled against Truth and followed 
Their fancies, Allah's grace was withdrawn 
From them and they wandered in the wilderness. 


SECTION 3. 
. . Cte eee gre eT eee, 
we Aah dd serene | Sesh ps Si I SEO 
The Children of Israel,’°* el SS Are tee 
And We appointed twelve Ce He Sl agli y 
Captains among them. eee, Cee see > 
And Allah said: “I am Se! a) S35 


With you: if ye (but) “ 
Establish regular Prayers, = Yaad | ici ae WAN es 
Practise regular Charity, ° 2s frctat 2 F r 
Believe in My messengers, PPAR ir tei Ray A UEoe 
Honour and assist them, PTI rs oles 





708. In the lifetime of the Prophet it happened again and again that the enemies of Islam stretched out 
their hands against him, his people, and his teaching. The odds were, from a worldly point of view, in their 
favour, but their hands were rendered inert and powerless because they were fighting against the truth of Allah, 
So does it happen always, now as it did then, True faith must take heart, and at the same time humbly recognise 
Allah's favour and mercy, and be grateful. 


709. Cy. 2:63 and n, 78, “Moses. . .called for the elders of the people. . and all the people answered together 
and said, ‘All that the Lord hath spoken we will do’” (Exod. 19:7-8.) This was under the towering height of 
Mount Sinai, 

The captains or elders or leaders of the people were selected, one from each of the twelve tribes, (see 
2:60 and n, 73). For census purposes the names of the elders of the tribes are given in Num. 14-16; they 
are called “every one the head of the house of his fathers", Later, twelye other “heads of the Children of Israel” 
were selected to spy out of the land of Canaan: their names are mentioned in Num, 13:1-16. See also 5:22-29 
and notes, 
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And loan to Allah age Reamer 

A beautiful loan,’ Ys oes 

Verily I will wipe out oe ot , 84-2 ne - 
From you your evils, pe ete eo Ks 
And admit you to Gardens 2 oe he eae 

With rivers flowing beneath; Jue AS Since s 2 


But if any of you, after this, 

Resisteth faith; he hath truly (<177 ta 

Wandered from the path Rural iponeonvt yc tones 
Of rectitude”"™ 


13, But because of their breach 94S died ul ee arie 
Of their Covenant, We fa v4 dite © 
Cursed them,” and made Ss, rer. gab ble 9. 0°% 
Their hearts grow hard: ean pare Mrikived 3 rg 
They change the words 
From their (right) places oda ae ay 
And forget a good part . : 
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Loveth those who are kind. 
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emselves Christians, v 
We did take a Covenant,”!* 4 pt FES eit 
But they forgot a good part 3 tame b Ae 
Of the Message that was ote pets S 
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710. Cf 2:245, n, 276. The phrase means “spending in the cause of Allah.” Allah in His infinite grace 
looks upon this as a loan, for which He gives a recompense manifold. 


7H. The path of rectitude: or the even way: see 2:108, n. 109, 


712. Cursed them: that means that because of the breach of their Covenant, Allah withdrew His overflowing 
Grace from them. The withdrawal of Grace made their hearts grow hard in two ways: (1) they were no longer 
protected from the assaults of evil, and (2) they became impervious even to the message of forgiveness and 
mercy which is open to all Allah's creatures. 


713. Israel, when it lost Allah's grace as above, began to sin against truth and religion in three ways: 
(1) they began to misuse Scripture itself, by either taking words out of their right meaning, or applying them 
to things for which they were never meant, (Cf 5:41); (2) in doing so, they conveniently forgot a part of the 
Message and purpose of Allah; and (3) they invented new deccits to support the old ones. 


714, Cf 2:109 and n, 110, where I have explained the different shades of meaning in the words for 
“forgiveness.” 


715. The Christian Covenant may be taken to be the charge which Jesus gave to his disciples, and which 
the disciples accepted, to welcome Ahmad (Q. 61:6). Glimpses of this are to be found in the Gospel of St 
John even as it exists now (John 15:26, 16:7), It is those who call themselves “Christians” who reject this, True 
Christians haye accepted it. The enmity between those who call themselves Christians and the Jews will continue 
till the Last Day, (Cf 5:64). 
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Them, with enmity and hatred 


Between the one and the other, 


To the Day of Judgement. 
And soon will Allah’ * show 
Them what it is 

They have done. 


O People of the Book! 
There hath come to you 
Our Messenger, revealing 
To you much that ye 
Used to hide in the Book, 
And passing over much 
(That is now unnecessary): 


There hath come to you 
From Allah a (new) light 
And a perspicuous Book—7!* 


16. Wherewith Allah guideth all 
Who seek His good pleasure 
To ways of peace and safety, 
And leadeth them out 

Of darkness, by His Will, 
Unto the light—guideth them 
To a Path that is Straight. 


In blasphemy indeed 

Are those that say 

That Allah is Christ 

The son of Mary. 

Say: “Who then 

Hath the least power 
Against Allah, if His Will 
Were to destroy Christ 
The son of Mary, his mother, 
And all— everyone 

That is on the earth? 

For to Allah belongeth 
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715-A, The change from the First Person in the beginning of the verse to the Third Person here illustrates 
the change from the personal relationship of the Covenant, to the sap operation of Justice at Judgement. 
Cf 35:9, 


716. Mubin: 1 wish 1 could translate by a simpler word than “perspicuous’. But “plain may mean 
unadorned, the opposite of beautiful, and this Book is amcng the most beautiful that it is the privilege of 
mankind to read, “Clear” would be right as far as it means "unambiguous, self-evident, not involved in mysteries 
of origin, history, or meaning, one which everyone can understand as to the essentials necessary for him, without 
the intervention of priests or privileged persons”. Mubm has all these meanings, but it suggests, besides, some 
quality of a shining light, by which we are able to make things clear, to distinguish the true from the false. 
This I think is suggested better by “perspicuous’ than by the word “clear”, Besides it is hardly good idiom 


to speak of “a clear Book”, (Cf 7:183 and 12:1). 


~< 
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717. The most honoured of the prophets of Allah are but men. All power belongs to Allah, and not to 
any man, Allah's creation may take many forms, but because in any particular form iv is, different from what 
we see daily around us, it does not cease to be Creation, or to be subject to the power of Allah. No creature 
can be God 


718. Sons of God: Cf Job, $8:7: “When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted 
for joy.” In the 29th Psalm, Ist verse, the authorised Translation “O ye mighty” should apparently be "O ye 
sons of Elim” El being a name of God. Cf also Genesis, 6:2>“'The sons of God saw the daughters of men” 

Beloved’ Cf Psalms, 127-2: “He giveth his beloved sicep™ 

If used figuratively, these and like words fefer to the love of Allah. Unfortunately, “son” used in a physical 
sense, or “beloved” in an exclusive sense as if Allah loved only the Jews, make a mockery of religion 


719. This refrain in the last verse negatives the idea of sonship, and in this verse negatives the idea of 
an exclusive “Beloved” In both cases it means that Allah is independent of physical relationships or exclusive 
partiality. 


720, The six hundred years (in-round figures) between Christ-and Muhammad were truly the dark ages 
of the world. Religion was corrupted; the standard of morals fell low; many false systems and heresies, arose: 
and there was a break in the succession of prophets until the advent of Muhammad, 


a 
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And no warner (from evil)’; 
But now hath come Ze 
Unto you a bringer Pee D CA Ss 
Of glad tidings ~ 243A sae 5a 
And a warner (from evil). pe Whee a2 
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721. There was a long line of patriarchs and prophets before Moses, ¢.g., Abraham, Isaac, Ism'il, Jacob, etc 


722. From the slavery of Egypt the Children of Israel were made free and independent, and thus cach 
man became as it were a king, if only he had obeyed Allah and followed the lead of Moses. 


723. Cf Exod. 19:5: “Now, therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep! my covenant, then ye 
shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people.” Israel was chosen to be the vehicle of Allah's message, 
the highest honour which any nation can receive. 


724. We now come to the events detailed in the 18th and Mth chapters of the Book of Numbers in the 
Old Testament. Read these as a Commentary, and examine a good map of the Sinai Peninsula, showing its 
connections with Egypt on the west, Northwest Arabia on the east, and Palestine on the northeast. We may 
suppose that Israel crossed from Egypt into the Peninsula somewhere near the northern extremity of the Gulf 
of Suez. Moses organised and numbered the people, and instituted the Priesthood, They went south about 
200 miles to Mount Sinai where the Law was received. Then, perhaps a hundred and fifty miles north, was 
the desert of Paran, close to the southern borders of Canaan. From the camp there, twelye men were sent 
to spy out the land, and they penetrated as far as Hebron, say about 150 miles north of their camp, about 
20 miles south of the future Jerusalem. They saw a rich country, and brought from it pomegranates and figs 
and a bunch of grapes so heavy that it had to be carried by two men on a staff. They came back and reported 
that the land was rich, but the men there were too strong for them. The people of Israel had no courage 
and no faith, and Moses remonstrated with them. 


725. The people were not willing to follow the lead of Moses, and were not willing to fight for thei; 
“inheritance.” In effect they said: “Turn out the enemy first, and then we shall enter into possession,” [n Allah's 
Law we must work and strive for what we wish to enjoy. 
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726. Among those who returned after spying out the land were two men who had faith and courage. 
They were Joshua and Caleb. Joshua afterwards succeeded Moses in the leadership after 40 years, These two 
men pleaded for an immediate entry through the proper Gate, which | understand to mean, “after taking 
all due precautions and making all due preparation:”. Cf 2:189 and n. 203. But of course, they said, chey 
must put their trust in Allah for victory. 


727. The advice of Joshua and Caleb, and the proposals of Moses under divine instructions were unpalatable 
to the crowd, whose prejudices were further inflamed by the other ten men who had gone with Joshua and 
Caleb. They made an “evil report,” and were frightened by the great stature of the Canaanites. The crowd 
was in open rebellion, was prepared to stone Moses, Aaron, Joshua, and Caleb, and return to Egypt. Their 
reply to Moses was full of irony, insolence, blasphemy, and cowardice. In effect they said: “You talk of your 
God and all that: go with your God and fight there if you like: we shall sit here and watch” 


728. “Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the congregation” (Num. 14:5) 
Accordifg.«o the words in the Old Testament story, God said; “1 will smite them with the pestilence, and disinherit 
them! (Nam, 14:12), Moses prayed and interceded, But as we are told here, (a spiritual touch not found in 
the Jewish story), Moses was careful to separate himself and his brother from the rebellion. 
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Over these rebellious people.” 


C, 72.—The jealousy of Cain against Abel, 
(5:27-43.) Which led to the murder 

Of innocent Abel, is the type 
Of the jealousy between the People 
Of the Book and their younger brethren 
In Islam. Jealousy leads to envy 
And murder, Such crimes against 
Individuals are often crimes 
Against whole peoples. There are 
Men who are ready to catch up 
Every lie told against a just man. 
The just man should not grieve, 
For that is their way, 


SECTION 5. 


Zi 


27. dNecite to them the truth’*® 4 il, Gaal 4G. AIO. 


f the story of the two sons’*! 


Of Adam. Behold! they each wer V3 

Presented a sacrifice (to Allah): s ali: Sas tC iO 

It was accepted from one, 2 at 

But not from the other. Vig ES vas 

Said the latter: “Be sure 

I will slay thee.” “Surely,” 6 ABSY 56 


Said the former, “Allah 





729. The punishment of the rebellion of these stiff-necked people, rebellion that was repeated “these ten 
times", (Num. 14:22) and more, was that they were left to wander distractedly hither and thither, through 
the wilderness for forty years. That generation was not to see the Holy Land. All those that were twenty years 
old and upwards were to die in the wilderness; “your carcasses shall fall in this wilderness" (Num_ 14:29). 
Only those who were then children would reach the promised land. And so it happened, From the desert 
of Paran they wandered south, north, and east for forty years. From the head of what is now the Gulf of ‘Aqaba. 
they travelled north, keeping to the east side of the depression of which the Dead Sea and the river Jordan 
are portions. Forty years afterwards they crossed the Jordan opposite what is now Jericho, bur by that time 
Moses, Aaron, and the whole of the elder generation had died, (Cf 5:68). — 


730. Literally, “recite to them in truth the story", etc. The point is that the story in Gen. 4:1-15 is a bare 
narrative, not ‘including the lessons now to be enforced. The Prophet is told now to supply the truth of the 
matter, the details that will enforce the lessons. 


731. The two sons of Adam were Habil (in the English Bible, Abel) and Qabil (in English, Cain), Cain 
was the elder, and Abel the younger —the righteous and innocent one. Presuming on the right of the elder, 
Cain was puffed up with arrogance and jealousy, which led him to commit the crime of murder. Among the 
Christians, Cain was the type of the Jew as against Abel the Christian, The Jew tried to kill Jesus and exterminate 
the Christian. In the same way, as against Muhammad, the younger brother of che Semitic family, Cain was 
the type of the Old Testament and New Testament people, who tried to resist and kill Muhammad and put 
down his people. 
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Against me, to slay me, 


It is not for me to stretch Sek, Ane ol 1 ihe 
My hand against thee MSY A CLT 
To slay thee: for I do fear A AT oes 
Allah, the Cherisher of the Worlds. ANS faif_Se1G) 
29. “For me, I intend to let Abi pee co eA Erie 
Thee draw on thyself ne Abs ls re @) 
My sin as well as thine,’ Eas, cle mee 
For thou wilt be among ao sald <3 
The Companions of the Fire, a 
And that is the reward Fo 51 i oe | 
Of those who do wrong.” caatlel ISS > alls 
30. The (selfish) soul of the other of {le SA SIS ee ges 
Led. him to the murder esl 9, dina) ce she © 
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One of the lost ones.’** 


31. ‘Then Allah sent a raven, ia ASS eae oe 
Who scratched the ground, wey 3 able “ilEas 
To show him how to hide 8) RPicos er Oe 
_ The shame of his brother.” Ps eer ear GSAS 
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~ And to hide the shame ; Ge osu | 





732, My sanas well as thine. There are two possible interpretations. (1) The obvious one is that the unjust 
murderer not only carried on himself the burden of his own sin, but also the burden of his victims sins. The 
victim, in suffering a wrong or injustice, is forgiven his own sins, and the wrongdoer, having been. warned, 
aggravates his own sin, (2) “My sin” has also been interpreted as “the sin against me, in that chou slayest me 
in that case “thy sin” may mean either “thy crime in commiuing a murder,’ or “thy sin against chyself, for 
the crime causes real loss to thyself in the Hereafter,’ See the last clause of the next verse, 


733. Abel's speech is full of meaning. He is innocent and God-fearing, To the threat of death held our 
by the other, he retums a calm reply, aimed at reforming the other. “Surely,” he pleads, “if your sacrifice 
was not accepted, there was something wrong in you, for Allah is just and accepts the sacrifice of the righteous. 
If this does not deter you, | am not going to retaliate. though there is as much power in me against you as 
you have against me. | fear my Maker, for | know He cherishes all His Creation. Let me warn you that you 
are doing wrong. I do not intend even to resist, but do you know what the consequences will be to you? You 
will be in spiritual torment.’ 


734. The innocent unselfish pleading of the younger brother had no effect, for the soul of the other was 
full of pride, selfishness and jealousy, He committed the murder, but in doing so, ruined his own self, 


735, Sawah may mean ‘corps’, with a suggestion of nakedness and shame in two senses: (1) the sense 
of being exposed without burial, and (2) the sense of being insulted by being violently deprived by the unwarranted 
murder, of the soul which inhabited it-—the soul, wo, of a brother. 
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With might and main 

For mischief through the land’** Ayo re. 
Is; execution, or crucifixion, Sebel ia | 
Or the cutting off of hands ; Lf 
And feet from opposite sides,’** U2 ye 15 4\ 20 fea See Gi nr 
Or exile from the land: 





736. The thought at last came home to the murderer. lt was dreadful indeed to slay anyone —the more 
so as he was a brother, and an innocent righteous brother! But worse still, the murderer had not even the 
decency to bury the corpse, and of this simple duty he was reminded by a raven—a blackbird usually held 
in contempt! His regret was on that account. That was no true repentance 


737. The story of Cain is refereed to in a few graphic details in order to tell the story of Israel, Israel 
rebelled against Allah; slew and insulted*righteous men who did them no harm but on the contrary came 
in all humility, When Allah withdrew His favour from Israel because of its sins and bestowed it on a brother 
nation, the jealousy of Israel plunged it deeper into sin, To kill or seek to kill an individual because he represents 
an ideal is to kill all who uphold the ideal, On the other hand, to save an individual life in the same circumstances 
is to save a- whole community, What could be stronger condemnation of individual assassination and revenge? 
(Cf 5:45). 


758. For the double crime of treason against the State, combined with treason against Allah. as shown 
by overt crimes, four alternative punishments are mentioned. any one of which is to be applied according 
to circumstances, viz, execution (cutting off of the head), crucifixion, maiming, or exile. These were features 
of the Criminal Law then and for centuries afterwards, except that tortures such as “hanging, drawing. and 
quartering” in English Law, and piercing of eyes and leaving the unfortunate victim exposed to a tropical 
sun, which was practised in Arabia, and all such tortures were abolished. In any case sincere repentance before 
it was too late was recognised as a ground for mercy, 


739. Underswod to mean the right hand and the left foot. 
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That is their disgrace 

In this world, and 

A heavy punishment is theirs 
In the Hereafter; 


34. Except for those who repent 
; Before they fall 
Into your power: 
In that case, know 
That Allah is Oft-Forgiving, 
Most Merciful. 


SECTION 6. 


35, © ye who believe! 
Do your duty to Allah,’*° 
Seek the means 
Of approach unto Him, 
And strive with might 
And main in His cause: 
That ye may prosper.’*! 


56. As to those who, reject 
Faith — if they had’ - 
Everything on earth, 

And twice repeated, 

To give as ransom : 
For the penalty of the Day 
Of Judgement, it would 
Never be accepted of them. 
Theirs would be 

A grievous Penalty. 


37. Their wish will be 
To get out of the Fire, 
But never will they 
Get out therefrom: 
Their Penalty will be 
One that endures. 
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740, Tagua here too might be translated “fear of Allah’, but the very next clause shows that “fear of 
Allah” does not mean “fear” in the ordinary sense, which would make you avoid the object of fear. On the 
contrary the ‘fear of Allah” js the intense desire to avoid everything that is against His Will and Law. It is 
in fact duty to Allah, for we are told to seek ardently the means by which we may approach Him, and that 
can only -be done by striving with might and main for His cause. 


741. “Prosper” in the spiritual sense, for that is all chat matters, as che life of this world is brief and Meeting, 


and of small account as against Exernity 
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Cut off his or her hands: err (C ae iz 234 
A punishment by way uF 22 2 oe 
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For their crime: MO CS, 
And Allah is Exalted in Power, Py errr 
Full of Wisdom. LSS ie ty 
89. But if the thief repents Is def aft Pr aap 


After his crime, 


And amends his conduct, 4s p» 44,4 Aa “ <A #4, 
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In forgiveness; for Allah £ tmac sec 
Is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. Aree alo} 
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That to Allah (alone) ial aT al © 


Belongeth the dominion Te ee OS 

Of the heavens and the earth? eNbogcat te 
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742, Here we touch upon jurisprudence. The Canon Law jurists are not unanimous as to the value of 
the property stolen, which would involve the penalty of the cutting off of the hand, The majority hold that 
petty thefts are exempt from this punishment. The general opinion is that only one hand should be cut off 
for the first theft, on the principle that “if thy hand or thy foot offend thee, cut them off, and cast them 
from thee’, (Matt, 18:8). Apparently in the age of Jesus thieves were crucified, (Matt, 27:58). 


743. Punishment really does not belong to mortals, but to Allah alone. Only, in order to keep civil society 
together, and protect innocent people from crime, certain principles are laid down on which people can build 
up their criminal] law. But we must always remember that Allah not only punishes but forgives, and forgiveness 
is the attribute which is more prominently placed before us. It is not our wisdom that can really define the 
bounds of forgiveness or punishment, but His Will or Plan, which is the true standard of righteousness and justice 


744. Two classes of men are meant, wz. , the Hypocrites and the Jews. For both of them Mustafa laboured 
earnestly and assiduously, and it must have been a cause of great grief and disappointment to him that some 
among them showed so much insincerity, cunning, and hardness of heart. These are types not yet extinct. 
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Men who will listen esky eh tee 
Bo day lie=Wwill:listen ee Reese 
Even to others who have ae xtc 
Never so much as come’*’ BS: ol TK Kat 


To thee. They change the words 
“From their (right) times’** 
And. places: they say, 
~~" ““HE ye are given this, 
Take it, but if not, 
Beware!" If anyone's trial 
ds intended by Allah, thou hast 
No authority in the least 
For him against Allah. 
For such —it is not 
Allah's will to purify 
Their hearts. For them 
There is disgrace 
In this world, and 
In the Hereafter 
A heavy punishment. 


7Ay 


pray si ESS loss 


aS? © 
cg Aa PUA 
tice port 


abla 3. 3 lode venee 


oc “4 Arce, 


. 


42. (They are fond of) listening 
To falsehood, of devouring’*’ 
Anything forbidden. 

If they do come ‘to thee, 
Either judge between them, 
Or decline to interfere.’** 
If thou decline, they cannot 
Hurt thee in the least. 

If thou judge, judge 

In equity between them. 

For Allah loveth those 

Who judge in equity. 
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745. There were men among the Jews who were eager to catch up any lie against the Prophet. They had 
their ears open even t6 tales from people who had never so much as come near to the Prophet. If we understand 
“for” instéad of “16” before “others” (for the Arabic word would bear both micanings), the sense will be: They 
are keen listeners of spies for any lies they can catch: and they will act as spies for others (their Rabbis, etc.) 
who are in the background but to whom they carry false tales. 


746. Cf 518. The addition of the words min bad: here suggests the change of words from their right 
times as well as places. They did not deal honestly with their Law, and misapplied it. by distorting the meaning. 
Or it may be that as tale-bearers they distorted the meaning by misrepresenting the context 


747, Devauring anything forbidden: both in a literal and in a figurative sense, In the figurative sense, 
it would be, the taking of usury or bribes, or taking undue advantage of people's weak position or their own 
fiduciaw powers to add to their own wealth 


748, Whereit is merely atrick to catch out the unwary, a just man may honourably decline to interfere 
ina cause submitted to him, as also.in a case where the parties are not honestly desirous of justice, but each 
hapes that some partiality.will be shown to it, 
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48. But why do they come’ Were SS 

To thee for decision, ESAS © 
When they have (their own) £12 4 Se y 
Law before them?— doyyll Aces 
Therein is the (plain) yo 
Command-of Allah: yet PIA CaOR) 
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C. 73.— True justice accords with Allah's Law. 
(5:44.86) Follow not men’s selfish desires, 

But Allah's Will, which was revealed 
To Moses and Jesus, and now to Muhammad. 
Take not for friends and protectors 
Those in whose hearts is a disease — 
To whom religion is a mockery 
Or a plaything—who worship evil. 
Proclaim the Truth of Allah, and be 
Not afraid. Eschew their iniquities, 
Which were denounced by David 
And Jesus. But recognise with justice 
Those who are sincere and humble, 
Though they may be themselves 
Not of your flock, if they witness to Truth, 


SECTION 7. 
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749. This is a searching question as to the motive of the Jews in bringing their cases for decisions to the 
Prophet. They came cither (1) to ridicule whatever he said, or (2) to deceive him as to facts and snatch a 


favourable decision which was against equity. If their own Law did not suit their selfish interests, they sometimes 
cwisted it. But Muhammad was always inflexible in his justice. 


44. Jt was We who revealed 
The Law (to Moses): therein 
Was guidance and light.’* 
By its standard have been judged 
The Jews, by the Prophets 
Who bowed (as in Islim) 
To Allah’s Will, by the Rabbis’ 


750. Guidance, with reference to conduct; light, with reference to insight into the higher realms of the spirit. 


751. Rabbaniyiin may, I think, be rightly translated by the Jewish title of Rabbi for their learned men. 
Jewish learning is identified with Rabbinical literature. Ahbar is the plural of Aibr or habr, by which we may 
understand Jewish Doctors of Law. Later the term was applied to those of other religions. Query: Is the word 
connected with the same root as “Hebrew', or “Eber”, (Gen. 10:21), the ancestor of the Hebrew race? This 
seems negatived by the fact that the Arabic root connected with the word “Hebrew” is Abar, not Habar. 
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By (the light of) what Allah Ses. aN 2 ale 
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752. They were living witnesses to the cruth of Scripture, and could testify that they had made it known 
to the people; (Cf 2:143, 4:135, and 5:8). 


753.. Two charges are made, against the Jews: (1) that even the books which they had, they twisted in 
meaning, to suit their own purposes, because they feared men rather than Allah: (2) that what they had was 
but fragments of the original Law given to Moses, mixed up with a lot of semi-historical and legendary matter. 
and some fine poetry, The Tawrah mentioned in the Qur’in is not the Old Testament as we have it: nor is 
it even the Pentateuch (the first five books of the Old Testament, containing the Law embedded in a great 
deal of semi-historical and legendary narrative). See Appendix II, on the Tawra@h (printed at the end of this 
Strah), 


754. ‘The retaliation is prescribed in three places in the Pentateuch, viz, Exod. 21:23-25; Leviticus 24:18-21, 
and Deut. 19:21. The wording in the three quotations is different, but in none of them is found the additional 
rider for mercy, as here. Note that in Matt. 5/38, Jesus quotes the Old Law “eye for cye.” etc., and modifies 
it in the direction’ of forgiveness, but the Qur'anic injunction is more practical, This appeal for mercy is as 
between man and man in the spiritual world; Even where the injured one forgives, the State or Ruler is competent 
to take such action as is necessary for the preservation of law and order in Society. For crime has a bearing 
that goes beyond the interests of the person injured: the Community is affected: see 5:32. 


755. This is not part of the Mosaic Law, but the teaching of Jesus and of Muhammad. Notice how the 
teaching of Jesus is gradually introduced as‘leading up to the Qur'an. 


756. The seeming repetitions at the end of verses 44, 45 and 47 are not real repetitions. The significant 
words in the three cases are: Unbelievers, wrongdoers, and rebellious; and each fits the context. If the Jews 
tamper with their books they are Unbelievers: if they give false judgments, they are wrongdoers. If the Christians 
follow not their light, they are rebellious. 
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757. Guidance and light. see n. 750, above. For the meaning of the Gospel (Injil), see Appendix III, 
“On the Ingil", (printed at the end of this Sirah) 


758. See n. 756 above. 


759. After the corruption of the older revelations, the Qur'an comes with a twofold purpose: (1) to confirm 
the true and original Message, and (2) to guard it, or act as a check to ity interpretation, The Arabic word 
Muhaymin is very comprehensive in meaning. It means one who safeguards, watches over, stands witness, 
preserves, and upholds. The Qur'an safeguards “the Book", for it has preserved within it the teachings of all 
the former Books. It watches over these Books in the sense that it will not let their true teachings to be lost. 
It supports and upholds these Books in the sense that it corroborates the Word of Allah which has remained 
intact in them. It stands as a witness because it bears testimony to the Word of Allah contained in these Books 
and helps to sort it out from the interpretations and commentaries of the people which were mixed with it; 
what is confirmed by the Qur'an is the Word of Allah and what is against it is that of the people, (Cf 59:23). (R). 


760. Law: shtrah = rules of practical conduct. Open Way: Minhay = the finer things which are above 
the law, but which are yet available to everyone, like a sort of open highway, The dight in verses 44 and 46 
above, I understand to be something in the still higher regions of the’spirit, which is common to mankind, 
though laws and rules may take different forms among different Peoples. 
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He would have made you’ 
A single People, but (His 
Plan is) to test you in what 
He hath given you; so strive 
As in a race in all virtues. 


The goal of you all is to Allah; 


It is He that will show you 
The truth of the matters 
In which ye dispute;’* 


49. And this (He commands): 
Judge thou between them 

By what Allah hath revealed, 
And follow not their vain 
Desires, but beware of them 
Lest they beguile thee 

From any of that (teaching) 
Which Allah hath sent down 
To thee, And if they turn 
Away, be assured that 

For some of their crimes 

It is Allah’s purpose to punish 
Them. And truly most men 
Are rebellious. 


. Do they then seek after 
A judgement of (the Days’ 
Of) Ignorance? But who, 
For a people whose faith 
Is assured, can give 
Better judgement than Allah? 


SECTION 8. 


51. © ye who believe! 


Take not the Jews 
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761. By origin mankind were a single people or nation: 4:1, and 2:215, That being so, Allah could have 
kept us all alike, with one language, one kind of disposition, and one set of physical conditions (including 
climate) to live in. But in His wisdom, He gives us diversity in these things, not only at any given time, but 
in different periods and ages. This tests our capacity for Unicy (Wahdantyah) still more, and accentuates the 
need of Unity-and Islam, 


762. Men are wont to make conflicting claims regarding Allah, the ultimate destiny of man, and other 
questions of vital importance. No matter how vehement and eloquent the proponents of false doctrines might 
be, their efforts will prove fruitless and it will be indisputably clear on the Day of Judgement as to who entertained 


false notions and who cherished the truth. (Eds). 


763. The Days of Ignorance were the days of tribalism, feuds and selfish accentuation of differences in 
man. Those days are really not yet over It is the mission of Islam to take us away from that false mental 
attitude, towards the true attitude of Unity. If our Faith is certain (and not merely a matter of words), Allah 


will guide us to that Unity. 
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53. 


54. 


And the Christians 

For your protectors’ 

They are but friends and 
protectors 

To each other. And he 

Amongst you that turns to them 

(For friendship) is of them. 

Verily Allah guideth not 

A people unjust. 


Those in whose hearts’*® 

Is a disease —thou seest 

How eagerly they run about 
Amongst them, saying: 

“We do fear lest a change 
Of fortune bring us disaster.” 
Ah! perhaps Allah will give 
(Thee) victory, or a decision 
According to His Will. 

Then will they repent 

Of the thoughts which they secretly 
Harboured in their hearts. 


And those who believe 

Will say: “‘Are these 

The men who swore 

Their strongest oaths by Allah, 
That they were with you?’ 
All that they do 

Will be in vain, 

And they will fall 

Into (nothing but) ruin. 


® ye who believe! 

If any from among you 
Turn back from his Faith, 
Soon will Allah produce 

A people whom He will love 
As they will love Him — 
Lowly with the Believers, 
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765. Cf 2:10 


764. That is, look not to them for help and comfort, They are more likely to combine against.you than 
to help you. And this happened more than once in the lifetime of the Prophet, and in after-ages again and 
again. He who associates with them and shares their counsels must be counted as of them. (R). 


766. The Hypocrites, while matters were doubtful, pretended to be with Muslims, but were in league 


with their enemies. When matters came toa decision and Allah granted victory to Islam, their position was 
awkward. They were not only disowned by the Muslims, but the Muslims could well say in reproach to their 
enemies: ‘Are these the men who swore friendship for you? What was their friendship worth to you? Where 
are they now?” 
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Mighty against the Rejecters, 
Fighting in the Way of Allah, 
And never afraid 

Of the reproaches 

Of such as find fault,’*’ 
That is the Grace of Allah, 
Which He will bestow 

On whom He pleaseth. 

And Allah encompasseth all, 
And He knoweth all things. 
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55. Your (real) friends are 
(No less than) Allah, 
His Messenger, and the (Fellowship 
Of) Believers—those who 
Establish regular prayers 
And regular charity, 
And they bow 
Down humbly (in worship). 
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56. As to those who turn 
(For friendship) to Allah, 
His Messenger, and the (Fellowship 
Of) Believers —it is 
The Fellowship of Allah 
That. must certainly wiumph. 
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SECTION 9: 


57. ® ye who believe! 
Take not for friends 
And protectors those 
Who take your religion 
For a mockery or sport —7* 
Whether among those 
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767 As “most men are rebellious” (5:49), it is inevitable that there should be apostates even from such 
a religion of reason and common-sense as Islam. But here is a warning to. the Muslim body that they should 
notrepeat the history of the Jews, and become so self-satisfied or arrogant as to depart from the spirit of Allah's 
teaching. If they do, the loss will be their own. Allah's bounty is not confined to one group or section of humanity, 
He can always raise up people who will follow the crue spirit of Islam. That spirit is defined in two ways: 
first in general terms; they will love Allah and Allah will love them; and secondly, by specific signs; amongst 
the Brethren, their attitude will be that of humility, but co wrongdoers they will offer no mealy-mouthed 
compromises; they will always strive and fight for truth and right; they will know no fear, cither physical, 
or that more insidious form, which says; “What will people say if we act thus?” They are too great in mind 


to be haunted by any such thought, For, as the next verse says, their friends are Allah, His Prophet, and His 
people, the people who judge rightly, without fear or favour. 


768~ It is not right that we should be in intimate association with those to whom religion is either a subject 
of mockery or at best is nothing but a plaything. They may be amused; or they may have other motives for 
encouraging you, But your association with chem will sap the earnestness of your faith, and make you cynical 
and insincere, 


Strah 5: Al Ma’idah 


Who received the Scripture 
Before you, or among those 
Who reject Faith; 

But fear ye Allah, 

If ye have Faith (indeed). 


58. When ye proclaim 

Your call to prayer, 

They take it (but) 

As mockery and sport; 

That is because they are 

A people without understanding. 


59. Say: “O People of the Book! 
Do ye disapprove of us 

For no other reason than 

That we believe in Allah, 

And the revelation 

That hath come to us 

And that which came 

Before (us), and (perhaps) 

That most of you 

Are rebellious and disobedient?”’’®* 


60. Say: “Shall I point out 
To you something much worse 
Than this, (as judged) 
By the treatment it received 
From Allah? Those who 
Incurred the curse of Allah 
And His wrath, those of whom 
some 
He transformed into apes and 
swine, ’7° 
Those who worshipped Evil— 
These are (many times) worse 
In rank, and far more astray 
From the even Path!” 
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769. There is the most biting irony in this and the next verse. ‘You People of the Book! Do you hate us 
because we believe in Allah and not only our scripture, but yours also? Perhaps you hate us because we obey 
and you are in rebellion against Allah! Why hate us? There are worse things than our obedience and our 


faith. Shall 1 tell you some of them? Our test will be: 


what treatment Allah meted out to the things I mention. 


Who were the people who incurred the curse of Allah? (See Deut, 11:28, and 28:15-68; and numerous passages 
like Hosea 8:14, and 9:1.). Who provoked Allah's wrath? (See numerous passages like Deut. 1:54; Matt. 3:7.) 
Who forsook Allah, and worshipped evil? (See Jeremiah, 16;11-18). That is your record, Is that why you hate us?’ 


770, For apes see 2:65, For men possessed by devils, and the devils being sent into swine, see Matt. 8:28-52. 
Or perhaps both apes and swine are allegorical; those who falsified Allah's scriptures became lawless like apes, 
and those who succumbed to filth, gluttony, or gross living became like swine. 
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61. When they come to thee, 
They say: “We believe 
But in fact they enter 

With a mind against Faith, 

And they go out 
With the same. 
But Allah knoweth fully 
All that they hide. 


62. Many of ‘them dost thou 
See, racing each other 
In sin and transgression 
And their eating of things ™ 
Forbidden. Evil indeed 
Are the things that they do. 


Why do not the Rabbis 

And the doctors of law forbid 
Them from their (habit 

Of) uttering sinful words 
And eating things forbidden? 
Evil indeed are their works. 


63. 


The Jews say: “Allah's hand’? 
Is tied up.” Be their hands 
Tied up and be they accursed 


For the (blasphemy) they utter. 


Nay, both His hands 
Are widely outstretched; 
He giveth and spendeth 


(Of His bounty) as He pleaseth. 


But the revelation that 
Cometh to thee from Allah 
Increaseth in most of them 


Their obstinate rebellion’”* 
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77\. Eating of things forbidden: maybe construed in a literal or a figurative sense. From its juxtaposition 
with sin and hatred, it is better to construe it in a figurative sense, as referring to their fraudulent 
misappropriations of other people's property or trust property. “Eating” is used in 5:66 below in the general 


sense of enjoyment and happiness, 


772. Cf 512 and 2:245, for a “beautiful loan to Allah”, and 3:81, for the blasphemous taunt, "Then 
Allah is poor!’ It is another form of the taunt to say) "Then Allah's hands are tied up. He is close-fisted 
He does not give!" This blasphemy is repudiated. On the contrary, boundless is Allah's bounty, and He gives, 
as it were, with both hands outstretched —a figure of speech for unbounded liberality 


775, Their jealousy — because al Mustafa is chosen for Allah's Message —is so great that it-only confirms 


and strengthens their rebellion and blasphemy. 
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And blasphemy. Amongst them 
We have placed enmity’’* 

And hatred till the Day 

Of Judgement. Every time 
They kindle the fire of war, 
Allah doth extinguish it; 

But they (ever) strive 

To do mischief on earth. 
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66. If only they had stood fast 
By the Law, the Gospel, 
And all the revelation that was 
sent 
To them from their Lord, hesigi Laer eS ee 
They would have enjoyed 
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But many of them 
Follow a course that is evil. 
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774. Cf 5:14, where the eternal warring of the Christian sects, among themselves and against the Jews, 
s referred to, The reference is to the whole of the People of the Book, Jews and Christians—their internal 
squabbles and their external disputes, quarrels, and wars. 


775. The argument of the whole verse may be thus stated. The Jews blaspheme and mock, and because 
of their jealousy, the more they are taught, the more obstinate they become in their rebellion, But what good 
will it do to. them? Their selfishness and spite sow quarrels among themselves, which will not be healed till 
the Day of Judgement. When they stir up wars, especially against the innocent, Allah's Mercy is poured down 
like a flood of water to extinguish them. But their wickedness continues to devise ever new mischief. And 
Allah loves not mischief or those who do mischief. 


776. The literal translation of the two lines would be: “They would have caten from above them and 
from below their feet.” To eat (akala) is a very comprehensive word, and denotes enjoyment generally, physical. 
social, mental and moral, and spiricual. "To cat what is forbidden” in verses 65 and 66 referred to taking 
unlawful profit, from usury or trust funds or in other ways. Here “eating” would seem to mean receiving 
satisfaction or happiness in this life as well as in the life to come. “From above them" may refer to heavenly 
or spiritual satisfaction, and “from below their feet" to earthly satisfaction. But it is better to take the words 
as a general idiom, and understand “satisfaction or happiness from every side’, (Cf 6:14 and 7:19). (R) 
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67. 


68. 


SECTION 10. 


) Messenger! proclaim 

The (Message) which hath been 

Sent to thee from thy Lord.’’’ 

If thou didst not, thou 

Wouldst not have fulfilled 

And proclaimed His Mission. 

And Allah will defend thee 

From) men (who mean 
mischief). 

For Allah guideth not 

Those who reject Faith. 


Say: “O People of the Book! 


~ Ye have no ground 


69. 


To stand upon unless 
Ye stand fast by the Law, 
The Gospel, and all the 
revelation 
That has come to you from 
Your Lord.” It is the revelation 
That cometh to thee from 
Thy Lord, that increaseth in 
‘ most 
Of them their obstinate 
Rebellion and blasphemy, 
But sorrow thou not: 
Over (these) people without 
Faith.?”* 


Those who believe (in the 


Qur'an), 
Those who follow the Jewish 


(scriptures), 


And the Sabians and the 
Christians — 

‘Any who believe in Allah 

And the Last Day, 
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772.. Mubammad had many difficulties to contend with, many enemies and dangers to avoid. This is to 


assure him that his Message was true and from Allah. His mission must be fulfilled. And he must — as be 
did ~ go forward and proclaim that Message and fulfil his mission, trusting Allah for protection, and unconcerned 
if people who had lose all sense of right rejected it or threatened him 


778, In, 5:26, Moses. was told. not to sosrow gver a rebellious people. Here Muhammad is told not to sorrow 


over people withour faith, The second situation is even more trying than the first. Rebellion may be a passing 
phase. Want of faith is an attitude of mind that is well.nigh hopeless. Yet the Prophet patiently reasoned with 
them and bore their taunts and insults. Hf, the argument runs, you do not believe in anything, even in the 
things that you may be expected to believe in, how can you receive, im faith, Allah's Message that has come 
in another form? In fact your jealousy adds to your obstinacy and unbelief. 
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And work righteousness —’’* - Ae (ieee TEE 
On them shall be no fear, PA Vs age Se MeleLo lors 
Nor shall they grieve. 
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779. Here, as in Sirat al Bagarah (2:62), the Qur'in underscores the importance of true and genuine 
faith, which is to be judged by a sincere belief in Allah and man's accountability to,Him backed by righteous 
conduct rather than by mere forms or labels. In both places it repudiates the false claims of the People of 
the Book that they had a special relationship with Allah for they were the children of Abraham; thar they 
were a chosen people with special privileges, and no matter what they did, their high status would remain 
unaffected. Here this false notion is refuted and the People of the Book are being reminded that it is through 
sincere belief and righteous conduct rather than pretentious claims that man can win his Lord's pleasure and 
achieve ultimate success, The verse does not purport to lay down an exhaustive list of the articles of faith. 
Nor does it seek to spell out the essentials of a genuine belief in Allah, which has no meaning unless it is 
accompanied by belief in His Prophets for it is through their agency alone that we know Allah's Will and 
can abide by it in our practical lives. This is especially true of His final Prophet, Muhammad (peace be on 
him) whose message is universal, and not confined to any particular group or section of humanity. Belief in 
the Prophethood of Muhammad (peace be on him) is thus an integral part and a logical corollary of belief 
in Allah. Moreover, it is also an essential test of genuineness of such belief. This becomes clear when the verse 
is read in conjunction with other relevant verses of the Qur'an. See, for instance, 4:170, 5:16, 21,,7:157, 158, 
21:107, 25:1, 98:40, 61:6. See also 2:40, $:31-$2, 4:150-151. (Eds.). 


780, Cf, 2:87, and n, 91. 
781. That is, they turned away their eyes from Allah's Signs and they turned a deaf ear to Allah Message. 


782. Cf Mat. 4:10, where Christ rebukes Satan for desiring the worship of other than Allah; John 20:17, 
where Christ says to Mary Magdalene, “Go unto my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father 
and your Father; and to my God and your God” Cf also Luke 18:19, where Christ rebukes a certain ruler 
for calling him Good Master: “Why callest thou me good? None is good, save One, that is, God." In Mark 
12:29 Jesus says: “The first of all the commandments is, Hear O Israel: the Lord our God is One Lord", (Cf 
§:116-117). 


Stirah 5: Al Ma’idah 


“O Children of Israel! 
Worship Allah, my Lord 
And your Lord.” Whoever 
Joins other gods with Allah— 
Allah will forbid him 

The Garden, and the Fire 
Will be his abode. There will 
For the wrongdoers 

Be no one to help. 


73. They do blaspheme who say: 
Allah is one of three 

In a Trinity: for there is 

No god except One God. 

If they desist not 

From their word (of blasphemy), 
Verily a grievous penalty 

Will befall the blasphemers 
Among them, 


Why turn they not to Allah 
And seek His forgiveness? 
For Allah is Oft-Forgiving, 
Most Merciful. 


74. 


Christ, the son of Mary, 
Was no more than 

A Messenger; many were 
The Messengers that passed away 
Before him. His mother 
Was a woman of truth.’” 
They had both to eat 
Their (daily) food. 

See how Allah doth make 
His Signs clear to them;’™ 
Yet see in what ways 

They are deluded 

Away from the truth! 


75. 


f 


76. Say: “Will ye worship, 


Besides Allah, something 
Which hath no power either 
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783. She never claimed that she was a mother of God, or that her son was God. She was a pious and 


virtuous woman. 


784. Note how logically the argument has led up from Jewish backslidings and want of faith, to blasphemies 
associated with the names of Jesus and Mary, and in the following verses to the worship of senseless sticks and 
stones. Allah is One; His Message is one, yet how people's perversity transforms truth into falsehood, religion 


into superstition! 
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To harm or benefit you? 
But Allah—He it is 

That heareth and knoweth 
All things.” 
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77. Say: “O People of the Book! (Sy 1} eth, #2 ist 
Exceed not in your religion™® SY Lseali jolg oJ Sy 
The bounds (of what is proper), os wees (z= t- 2 terer oS 
Trespassing beyond the truth, 7? 9 al yal oY) Gallne ae 
Nor follow the vain desires 
Of people who went wrong eenilect {thes 3 
In times gone by—who misled i 
Many, and strayed (themselves) ZAll Aad 
From the even Way. Saas J aes 

SECTION Il. 

78. Curses were pronounced ~ hi neat S i 
On those among the Children cls us Se 1@ 
Of Israel who rejected Faith, Ahad al af © 
By the tongue of David™ ists WII esa 
And of Jesus, the son of Mary,’*”’ Se eo s - — 
Because they disobeyed Sy ISIE! | prablisalls Ao pos 
And persisted in Excesses. 

79. Nor did they (usually) SO peblen oy ole 
Forbid one another’** aera bey » & 
The iniquities which they Aoeres 2 =. 4S acc 
Committed: evil indeed Syn ots Sis ogks 
Were the deeds which they did. 

*. A + 7 
80. Thou seest many of them apn hm i655 Oy 


Turning in friendship 
To the Unbelievers. 






785. Excess, as opposed to moderation and reason, is the simplest test by which a hypocrite or a selfish 
man who “trades” on religion, is known from a sincere, pious, and truly religious man. Excess means that 
truth is sometimes concealed or trampled upon, that the fashions of ancestors or contemporaries are copied 
or overdone, and Allah's name is dishonoured by blasphemies or the setting up of false gods or fetishes, or 
that good (or even bad) men are deified and worshipped. The true path is the even path, the path of rectitude, 
(Cf. 2:108, and 5:12), 


786. The Psalms of David have several passages of imprecations against the wicked, C/ Psalms 109:17-18; 
78.21-22 (“Therefore the Lord heard this and was wroth: so a fire was kindled against Jacob, and anger also 
came up against Israel; because they believed not in God, and trusted not in His salvation”); Psalms 69:22-28, 
and Psalms 5:10. 


787. Cf. Matt. 23:33 ("Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape aaa damnation of Hell?); 
also Matt. 12:34. 

788. There are bad men in every community, but if leaders connive at the misdeeds of the commonalty— 
and even worse, if leaders themselves share in the misdeeds, as happened with the Pharisees and Scribes against 
whom Jesus spoke out, then that community is doomed. 


Stirah 5: Al Ma’idah 


81. 





831 


84. 


Evil indeed are (the works) which 
Their souls have sent forward 
Before them (with the result), 
That Allah’s wrath 

Is on them, 


And in torment 
Will they abide. 


If only they had believed 

In Allah, in the Prophet, 

And in what hath been 
Revealed to him, never 

Would they have taken 

Them for friends and protectors, 
But most of them are 
Rebellious wrongdoers. 


. Strongest among men in enmity 


To the Believers wilt thou 
Find the Jews and Pagans; 
And nearest among ther in love 
To the Believers wilt thou 
Find those who. say,’** 

“We are Christians”: 

Because amongst these are 
Men devoted to learning?” 
And men who have renounced 
The world, and they 

Are not arrogant, 


And when they listen 

To the revelation received 
By the Messenger, thou wilt 
See their eyes overflowing 
With tears, for they 
Recognise the truth: 

They pray: “Our Lord! 

We believe; write us 

Down among the witnesses: 


“What cause can we have 
Not to believe in Allah 
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789, The meaning is not that they merely call themselves Christians, but that they are such sincere Christians 
that they appreciate Muslim virtues, as did the Abyssinians to whom Muslim refugees went during the persecution 
in Makkah, (R). 


790, Qussis: | have translated as “devoted to learning,’ following the Commentators. It seems to be a foreign 
word, possibly Abyssinian rather than Syriac, as the reference seems to be to the Abyssinian Christians. Their 
real devotion to learning and the renunciation of the world by the Monastic Orders are contrasted with the 
hypocrisy and arrogance of the Pharisees and Scribes, 
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And the truth which has Sryacrerse D Cr rr 
Come to us, seeing that pokes SICAL, 


We long for our Lord ier pore bS A 
To admit us to the company Snob 4 lpaon erent 
Of the righteous?” 


85. And for this their prayer gn | & ae BIKE, 
Hath Allah rewarded them ied Ri verripe ee) 
With Gardens, with rivers Fa. ae ree Ds aa 
Flowing underneath — their Updo gat inst 


eternal 


Home. Such is the recompense Soe 1 SATS é 
Of those who do good. He SOMNGS A155 


86. But those who reject Faith ts enlpazeae Rake 
And. belie Our Signs — KEN SGN 
They shall be Companions ' trace . 
Of Hell-fire. 2b Rae OCF 5) 


C. 74.—In the physical pleasures of life 
(5:87-108.) The crime is excess: there is no merit 

In abstention from things that are good 
And lawful. Take no rash vows, 
But to solemn oaths be faithful. Shun 
As abominations drinking and gambling, 
And ‘superstitions of all kinds. 
But be reverent to what is sacred 
In rites and associations, Not the same 
Are things good and things evil, 
Learn to distinguish, but pry not 
Into questions beyond your ken. 
Guard your own souls in truth 
And justice, and no harm can befall you 


SECTION 12, 

87. © ye who believe! aA a ka 4 
Make not unlawful paca & 
The good things which Allah ae CTH 4 A 
Hath made lawful for you, Satie Jat cicbly; a 
But commit no excess;""' . vy es 
For Allah loveth not A s2iiz £y Yat Bi ‘ ay 


Those given to excess. 





791. In pleasures that are good and lawful the crime is excess. There is no merit merely in abstention 
or asceticism, though the humility or unselfishness that may go with asceticism may have its values In 5:82 
Christian monks are praised for particular virtues, though here and elsewhere monasticism is disapproved of 
Use Allah's gifts of all kinds with gratitude, but excess is not approved of by Allah. 
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88. Eat of the things which vt SLL othe 
Allah hath provided for you, SLANSSHE E155 
Lawful and good; but fear _sitales Dn See 
Allah, in Whom ye believe. Doyen dco Maall 50 

89. Allah will not call you -< Shey yl seen VSiEiey '? 


od account for what is 


Futile in your oaths,’® se pat 

But He will call you Nie ade see, Sad SG 

To account for your deliberate oer wohhoe 
Oaths: for expiation, feed ES 3 ine pba a 
Ten indigent persons, 

On a scale of the average Slat Sy. iGaghaks Sits Me 
For the food of your families; 

Or clothe them; or give Meee s of of oAh- xF 
“A slave his freedom, Bere slnp 

If that is beyond your means, 2422 ar 

Fast for three days. papary thing AES) ond 
That is the expiation Crees is of 25. NA 
For the oaths ye have sworn. par iay [STE SS, hs 
But keep to your oaths. " oh 

Thus doth Allah make clear ae Ry) see Scolighe 4515 


To you His Signs, that ye 


May be grateful. 5, 53 SiS chie0 


90, ® ye who believe! eee are 
Intoxicants and gambling,” Petals patel (Sit ec gatcte i} 
(Dedication of) stones,’ Bg. ey ox! 
And (divination by) arrows,’** Soe: on x ~) TYCO 
Are an abomination — 
Of Satan’s handiwork; ae ries foe pd row «oss 
Eschew such (abomination), Sys Balsa ys arena] 


* That ye may prosper, 





792. Vows of penance or abstention may sometimes be futile, or even stand in the way of really good 
or virtuous act. See 2:224-226, and notes. The general principles established are: (1) take no futile oaths; (2) 
use not Allah's name. literally or in intention, to fetter yourself against doing a lawful or good act; (3) keep 
to your solemn oaths to the utmost of your ability; (4) where you are unable to do so, expiate your failure 
by feeding or clothing the poor, or obtaining some one's freedom, or if you have not the means, by fasting. 
This is from a spiritual aspect. If any party suffers damage from your failure, compensation will be due, but 
that would be a question of law or equity. 


793. Cf. 2:219, and notes 240 and 24). 


794. Of 5:3. The stones there referred to were stone altars or stone columns on which oil was poured 
for consecration, or slabs on which meat was sacrificed to idols. Any idolatrous or superstitious practices are 
here condemned. The ans@b were objects of worship, and were common in Arabia before Islam. See Renan, 
“History of Israel, Chapter 4 and Corpus Inscriptionum Semiticarum, Part 1. p. 154: Ulustrations Nos. 125 
and 123 6% are Phoenician columns of that kind, found in Malta. 


795. Cf 5:3. The arrows there referred to were used for the division of meat by a sort of lottery or raffle. 
But arrows were also used for divination, ie, for ascertaining lucky or unlucky moments, or learning the 
wishes of the heathen gods, as to whether men should undertake certain actions or not. All superstitions are 
condemned, 
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91. Satan's plan is (but) Setwr nt FA esis ard 
To excite enmity and hatred aks 3 pol (tet) laps} ® 
Between you, with intoxicants Silas ee 2. mw A OLPAS AL IZ CS 
And gambling, and hinder you (Sis godlptlgaaail, dys)! 
From the remembrance ere tf persis 
Of Allah, and from prayer: Oy i Ve wlablzeyail % 
Will ye not then abstain? 

92. Obey Allah, and obey the 


Messenger, ’** 
And beware (of evil): 
If ye do turn back, 
Know ye that it is 
Our Messenger's duty 
To proclaim (the Message)’®’ 


Abialiabb a 


SAS ISIEH Jn 


“ef 16d | Sent -_“— 


CUMRLE 


Ait Cote Cy 


In the clearest manner. 


adie 
abc eo © 


98. On those who believe 
And do deeds of righteousness 
There is no blame 
For what they ate (in the past), 
When they guard themselves 
From evil, and believe, 


And do deeds of righteousness — Fo 20 ULB, 
(Or) again, guard themselves Lal Stella) lls 
From evil and believe — 5 


Ace “1 (a2 Ay" 


Ib yale (gale 


cat ON le Lee 
Cell Aci, 


(Or) again, guard themselves 
From evil and do good. 

For Allah loveth those 

Who do good.’** 





796. We are asked to obey the commands of Allah (which are always reasonable), instead of following 
superstitions (which are irrational), or seeking undue stimulation in intoxicants or undue advantage in gambling. 
To some there may be temporary excitement or pleasure in these, but that is not the way either of prosperity 
or piety, (Cf 64:12). 


797. Cf. 5:67. Both the worldly and the spiritual aspects of loss are pointed out. Can Allah's Messenger 


do more? 
* 


798. There isa subtle symphony in what appears at first sight to be a triple repetition: The relation of 
such simple regulations as those of food, or game; or the reverence due to a sacred place or sacred institution, 
has to be explained vts-a-u1s man's higher duties. Baidawi is right in classifying such duties under three heads: 
those due to Allah, those due from a man to himself (his self-respect); and those due to other creatures of 
Allah. Or perhaps all duties have this threefold aspect. The firm may be called believing or faith; the second, 
guarding ourselves from evil, or conscsence; and the third, doing good or righteousness. But the simplest physical 
rules, ¢.g., those about eating, cleanliness, etc., if chey are good, refer also to the higher aspects, If we eat 
bad food, we hurt ourselves, we cause offence to our neighbours, and we disobey Allah. If we have faith and 
righteousness, are we likely to be wanting in conscience? If we have conscience and faith, are we likely to fail 
in righteousness? If we have conscience and righteousness, what can be their foundation but faith? All three 
manifest themselves in a willing obedience to Allah, and love for Him. We realise His love in loving and doing 
good to His creatures, and our love to Him is meaningless without such good. 


Sirah 5: Al Ma’idah 278 Bas Bey 


SECTION 13. 
94. @ ye who believe! BSS Sf Aue oteatc 
Allah doth but make a trialof you Atl gd ah allt © 
In a little matter ad Td ee Tea an 
Of game well within reach Seb sol MANS, ; 
Of your hands and your lances, © ree Bier suse ~o 
That He may test’ —S Lasle ail ale 
Who feareth Him unseen; “ne er eres 44 
Any who transgress Js Har SICC\ "p08 
Thereafter, will have eeeiee i 
A grievous penalty. Akar 
95. O ye who believe! Acie Ge Bee 

Kill not game yale sites &} 
While in the Sacred Pas eAS- 40g fe Br 4 
Precincts or in pilgrim garb.**° Pails pall ley 
If any of you doth so Fp Aah By? goer 40 
Intentionally, the compensation Va Ses )8 oo 4 
Is an offering, brought " 2, p 

‘ :. Aveo" -* wet Fed 4 cert 
To the Ka‘bah, of a domestic “#2 2 aa) ele Sa Els 


animal 


Equivalent to the one he killed, ** KING Oi wee 97 177 
As. adjudged by two just men “a (esting +) acl)s 


Among you; or by way AR xian dn BA a 
Of atonement, the feeding OWS Lbs 3) 
Of the indigent; or its 2 Peg be ero f 
Equivalent in fasts; that he <3) Jhli~ ahs acl 
May taste of the penalty ab invigie elke cee 
Of his deed. Allah le Leatllacslshs 
Forgives what is past: s 

For repetition Allah will ot 4 ee Te nad 
Exact from him. the penalty. ——< eo slew 4 
For Allah is Exalted, af ae 2 et 
And ‘Lord of Retribution. flat! so yeas 


799. Literally, "know", Cf 3;166 and 3:154, n. 467. Game is forbidden in the Sacred Precincts. If we 
deliberately break that injunction, we have no faith and reverence, 


$00. See 2:1 and n. 684. The pilgrim garb, /hram, has been explained in n. 212, 2:196. 


B01. For an inadvertent breach of the game rule there is apparently no penalty. Intentional breach will 
be prevented, if possible, by previous action, If in some case the preventive action is not effective, the penalty 
is prescribed. The penalty is in three alternatives: an equivalent animal should be brought to the Ka'ba for 
sacrifice: If so, the meat would be distributed to the poor; or the poor must be fed, with grain or money, 
according to the value of the animal if one had been sacrificed; or the offender must fast as many days as 
the number of the poor who would have been fed under the second alternative. Probably the last alternative 
would only be open if the offender is too poor to afford the first or second, but on this point Commentator 
are not agreed. The “equivalent animal” in the first alternative would be a domestic animal of similar value 
or weight in meat or of similar shape (e.g-. goat to antelope), as adjudged by two just men on the spot. 

The alternatives about the penalty and its remission ("Allah forgives what is past”) or exaction explain 
the last nwo lines of the verses being “Exalted and Lord of Retribution”, Allah can remit or regulate according 
to His just laws 


Sirah 5: Al Ma’idah 


96. 
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98. 


99. 


100. 
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Lawful to you is the pursuit*® 
Of water-game and its use 
For food—for the benefit 

Of yourselves and those who 
Travel; but forbidden 

Is the pursuit of land-game — 
As long as ye are 

In the Sacred Precincts 

Or in pilgrim garb. 

And fear Allah, to Whom 

Ye shall be gathered back. 


Allah made the Ka’bah, 

The Sacred House, an asylum 

Of security for men, as 

Also the Sacred Months,*** 

The animals for offerings, 

And the garlands that mark 
them:** 

That ye may know 

That Allah hath knowledge 

Of what is in the heavens 

And on earth and that Allah 

Is well-acquainted 

With all things.** 


Know ye that Allah 

Is strict in punishment 

And that Allah is 
Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 


The Messenger’s duty is 

But to proclaim (the Message). 
But Allah knoweth all 

That ye reveal and ye conceal. 


Say: “Not equal are things 
That are bad and things 
That are good, even though 
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802. Water game: 1.e., game found in water, eg., water fowl, fish, etc. “Water” includes sea, river, lake, 
pond, etc. 


804. See 5:2 and n. 688 


808. The Sacred or Prohibited Months are explained in n: 209, 20194) and n. 687, 3:2. 


805. All sorts of people from, all parts of the earth gather during the Pilgrimage They must not think 


that they are strangers, that nobody knows them, and that they: may behave as they like, It is the House of 
Allah, and He has supreme knowledge of all things, of all thought, and all motives, As the next verse says, 
while He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful, He is also strict in enforcing respect for His ordinances. 
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rg Bs Allah, oO 
ye a] Pe re r 
That understand; Sapls SIS CIY E 


101. ® ye who believe! 


eS po Spies G 


Ask not questions 
About things which, i eat = ae 
If made plain to you, 35-5 od Aeofa_shie 
epee Piety 
ye i a i = “ - <"S : 7 

When. the u’un is being aaa 
Revealed, 4 will be a des tel 
Made sted you,” (petit lee SIG Sle all 
Allah will forgive those: gh: 
For Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Pualm gat Ail, 
Most Forbearing. 

102, Some people before you ee ee ee 
Did ask such quesuons,"*" ALES & 
And on that account aves tei 


103. Ie was not Allah Piceedes 
Who instituted (superstitions**" diel Sal 9 
806. cf S008. People olven hedge by quancity rother thon quality. They are dalled by cussbees: their 
heart are captured by what they ere everywhere around them. Bur the man of understanding and discrimination 
judges by a differen: standard. Me knows that good and bacd things are not to be humped togriber. and carefally 
choues the ben, which may be the ecarcest, and avoids the bad, though evil may meet him at every wep 


807. Many secre are wierby hidden frem ue Uf the future were Leow to ud, wr etd fot Deceearly 
be happy In many cases we should be miserable. If the inner meaning of some of the things we see before 
iar epee were disclosed op ox it might cou a lot of mmchiel Allah) Message. insofar os i is Becemary fcr 
shaping our conduct, & plain and open tw ws Bot there are many things wo deep for usw undermand, riaher 
individually or collectively [t would be foolish to pry ince chem. as same people tried te do im the time of 
ihe Prophet. Where a mater is mentioned in the Qur'én. we can reverently ask for its meaning, That is nor 
forbikden. Bur wesboold never pas the bownda of (1) our oem capaciry to understand, (7) che time and occasion 
ehen we ask questions, and (3) che part of the Universal Plan which ic is Allab’s purpese to reveal to uo 


808. For example, the merely fractious questions asked of Moses by the Jews. f 68-7). They showed thar 
they had eo faith, When foolich questions are asked, ane! there is no anawer, it ala abakes the faith of the 
folio ones. 


609. A euober of Arch Pagan sapere ore referred mo. The Pagan mind, sot umdersiancing the 
hiddes eecreo of nature, wuribueed cena phenomena w diame anger and were assailed by mupermerices iran 
which haunted theis fiw, Lf a she-carmel or other female domestic animal had o large number of young, abe 
(or ene of ber offspring) had her car sla amd abe was dedicated to a god. such an anual wae a beAmad 
On return im safety from. a journey, of on tecovery from an dlnew a she-camel was similarly dedicated onc 
bet bowee for free paeture abe war called a ibaA Where am animal bore tera, certain ascrifice of decicanors 
were made to idols; an animal so dedicaned was a wala A stallion-camel dedicated to the gods by certain 
rites wae a Adm. The particular caampler bleed to the general truth; that supenticion ie doe to ignorance. 
and is degrading to men and dishonouring w Allah, (Cf. 6:195), 
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106. 


Like those of) a slit-ear 
She-camel, or a she-camel 
Let loose for free pasture, 
Or idol sacrifices for 
Twin-births in animals, 
Or stallion-camels 

Freed from work: 

It is blasphemers 

Who invent a lie 

Against Allah; but most 
Of them lack wisdom. 


When it is said to them: 
“Come to what Allah 

Hath revealed; come 

To the Messenger”: 

They say: “Enough for us*'® 
Are the ways we found 

Our fathers following.” 

What! even though their fathers 
Were void of knowledge 

And guidance? 


O ye who believe! 

Guard your own souls: 

If ye follow (right) guidance, 
No hurt can come to you 
From those who stray. 

The goal of you all 

Is to Allah: it is He 

That will show you 

The truth of all 

That ye do.*" 


(D ye who believe! 
When death approaches 

Any of you, (take) witnesses 
Among yourselves when making 
Bequests — two just men 

Of your own (brotherhood) 

Or others from outside 

If ye are journeying 

Through the earth, 


our ancestors did is:good enough for us.” 
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810. Cf 2170, Where a Messenger.of Truth comes to. teach us the better Way, it is foolish to say; "What 


Sil. Cf 5:48. There the unity of Allah will reconcile different views.. The unity of the one Judge will 


do perfect justice to each one’s conduct, however different in form it may have appeared in this world, 
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107. 


108. 


And the chance of death 
Befalls you (thus). 

If ye doubt (their truth), 
Detain them both 

After prayer, and let them both 
Swear by Allah: 

“We wish not in this 

For any worldly gain, 

Even though the (beneficiary) 
Be our near relation: 

We shall hide not 

The evidence before Allah: 
If we do, then behold! 

The sin be upon us!''* 


But if it gets known 

That these two were guilty 
Of the sin (of perjury), 

Let two others stand forth 
In their places—nearest 

In kin from among those 
Who claim a lawful right:*" 
Let them swear by Allah; 
“We affirm that our witness 
Is truer than that 


Of those two, and that we 


Have not trespassed (beyond 
The truth): if we did, 
Behold! the wrong be 


Upon us!" 


That is most suitable: 

That they may give the evidence 
In its true nature and shape, 
Or else they would fear 

That other oaths would be 
Taken after their oaths, 

But fear Allah, and listen 

(To His counsel): for Allah 
Guideth not a rebellious people. 
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815. Istahagga = Deserved 


812. Ordinarily this oath should be decisive, and the matter must rest here. But if it gets known that 
the oath was false, other evidence may be taken as in the next verse. 


(good or evil) attributed to one; hence the alternative 


having something 
meanings: (1) committed or was guilty (of a sin); (2) had or claimed a lawful right (to property). The procedure 
was followed in an actual case in the Prophet's lifetime. A man from Madinah died abroad, having made 
over his goods, to two friends, to be delivered to his designated heirs in Madinah. They however, kept back 
a valuable silver cup. When this was found out, oaths were taken from those who knew, and justice was done 
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C. 75.—Jesus did feed his disciples by miracles, 
(5:109-120.) But he claimed not divinity: he was 
A true servant of Allah. to Whom doth belong 
The dominion of the heavens and the earth; 
Glory and Power are His, and His alone. 


SECTION 15. 


109. @ne day will Allah 42? (Ailes tarts 
Gather the Messengers together, J) : Cote 3 &> 
And ask: “What was ie ° sual - 4Asee 
The response ye received Sl Jsis 
(From men-to your teaching)?” eg eS 
They will say: “We WAY I St 
Have no knowledge: it is Thou 
Who knowest in full PARA TCO 
All that is hidden.” poiitnle EI A5, 

0. Then will Allah say: PO BARAT KEE © 
“O Jesus the son of Mary! Er osrae SEO 
Recount My favour*"* “Ve 7 477 Aer Pe 4 : 
To thee and to thy mother. 5.) : tle gas Sail 
Behold! I strengthened thee** Shee £ aie 
With the holy spirit, val! get Ga} 5) 
So that thou didst speak a 


To the people in infancy G5 gis MBES 


And in maturity."'” 


Behold! I taught thee 4d at | ah fog det- & 
The Book and Wisdom,"* LSS eS CAVES 
The Law and the Gospel. Bingen jie] wi rend esse 
And behold! thou didst make *” pee 
Out of clay, the figure of a bird, ae 





814. A scene of the Day of Reckoning is put before us in graphic words, showing the responsibility and 
the limitations of the Prophets of Allah, sent to preach His Message to men, with special reference to the 
Message of Jesus. The Messengers are sent to preach the Truth. What fantastic forms the Message takes in 
men's reactions to it was beyond their knowledge at the time, and beyond their responsibility. (R). 


815. Ina solemn scene before the Court of Judgement, Jesus is asked to recount all the mercies and favours 
shown to him, so that his followers should become ashamed of their ingratitude in corrupting that Message, 
when they could have done so much in profiting by its purity and spiritual truth. This argument continues 
to the end of the Sirah. : 


816. Cf 2:87 and 3:62, n. 401. 4 
817. Cf. 3:46, and n. 388. 
818. Cf 3:48. 


819. Cf 3:49, and n. 390. 
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And thou didst breathe into 11. 


hee § Beer, As « 
And it becometh a bird Oy CY ie) 


By My Leave, “7? Eyre es ¥e 
And thou didst heal those acsoy! Cro» Bob 
Born blind, and the lepers, Me egy, 
By My Leave. G2. Ai r 
And behold! thou didst ee ee 
Bring forth the dead Bab Boel! ee 5)5 
By My leave.*?° z sien BA Pa 
And behold! I did Nery coronas 
Restrain the Children of Israel a mittedsacdiai ects 
From (violence to) thee*?! Sst +> a] the 
When thou didst show them ee ee 
The Clear Signs, ore! cd) Js 
And the unbelievers among them 7 “i! 
Said: ‘This is nothing + ‘sy Vilas 
But evident magic.*** SS Pe 
I, “And behold! I inspired “0 ON Ae oh 
The Disciples to have faith osplalldjonns abs g 
In Me and Mine Messenger; WE 145 12 ot 
They said, ‘We have faith, ? Som pst po 
._ And do thou** bear witness Ay Eh eat tae 
- That we bow to Allah Ogebna ls see eer 
As Muslims’''*** 
. ae ° 2 eer lg vy 4 4 7 4¢4.2 2 
112. Behold! the Disciples said: Bop J\ Fass DH II SGS} Ap 
“O Jesus the son of Mary! pe ear ‘ 
Can thy Lord send down to us CRE SSS NES ANS SS ia 
A Table set (with viands) — a oh 
1 . 4 e 7-2 aA ie Ca 
« From heaven?" Said Jesus: Sit vived | erat 





820. Note how the words “by My leave” are repeated with each miracle to emphasise the fact that they 
arose, not out of the power or will of Jesus, but by the leave and will and power of Allah. who is supreme 
over Jesus as He is over all other mortals 


821, The Jews were seeking to take the life of Jesus long before their final attempr to crucify him: see 
Luke 4:28-29. Their atternpt to crucify him was also foiled, according to the teaching we have received: 4:157 


822. According to Luke (11:15), when Christ performed the miracle of casting out devils, the Jews said 
he did it through the chief of the devils, ¢, they accused him of black magic. No such miracle of casting 
out devils is mentioned in the Qur'an. But Moses, Jesus, and Muhammad were all accused of magic and sorcery. 
by those who could find no other explanation of Allah's power. (R), 


823. “Thou” refers to Jesus, who is being addressed by his Disciples. Cf 3:52 


824. Before or after Muhammad's life on this earth, all who bowed to Allah's Will were Muslims, and 
their religion is Islam, Cf 5:52 and n. 592. 
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“ . . ” = eA SS Uae Ace 
Fear Allah, if ye have faith."*** inh Pi i Sit Ast 
118. They said: “We only wish re 42. KA Sth 
To eat thereof and satisfy Ya Be wy Avr} 
Our hearts, and to know APP A, Oe Cob edis sic Lies, 
That thou hast indeed Lise 485 ~ i gs Opals ¥ 
Told us the truth; and ee , 
That we ourselves may be “yy pists (4ilc 4% < 
Witnesses to the miracle.’ (7 S TR Os 7 
114, Said Jesus the son of Mary: Re Hileri pe 
“O Allah our Lord! vf pee sredigy 
Send us from heaven (i f- ee ee 
A Table set (with viands),"* C34 53,0 Lae SI 
That there may be for us— Pn Sie ga ee 
For the first and the last of us— Renee Ss) eS 
A solemn festival 
And a Sign from Thee; i ve GE pNe5 
And provide for our sustenance, ®?’ 
For Thou art the best Alpes P= mike eet 
Sustainer (of our needs).” us) Som aly 919 
115. Allah said: “I will ae chers I Tithe 
Send it down unto you; Kez Lal Sls @ 
But if any of you hee ea Mee ee 
After that resisteth faith, ai 
I will punish him aaa y eat 


With a penalty such 54) ic\Y Uae. 4 rare 


As I have not inflicted + 
On anyone among Fin wes 67% 
All the peoples.”#* Caled liye | tol 





825. The request of the Disciples savours a little of (1) want of faith, (2) too much attention to physical 
food, and (3) a childish desire for miracles or Signs. All these three can be proved from the Canonical Gospels, 
(1) Simon Peter, quite early in the story, asked Jesus to depart from him, as he (Simon) was a sinful man (Luke 
5:8). The same Peter afterwards denied his “Master” three times shamelessly when the Master was in the power 
of his enemies. And one of the Disciples (Judas) actually betrayed Jesus. (2) Even in the Canonical Gospels, 
so many of the miracles are concerned with food and drink, ¢.g., the turning of the water into wine (John, 
2:1-11); the conversion of five loaves and two small fishes into food for 5,000 men (John 6:5-15), this being 
the only miracle recorded in all the four Gospels; the miraculous number of fishes caught for food (Luke 5:4-11); 

the cursing of the fig tree because it had no fruit (Matt. 21:18-19); the allegory of eating Christ's flesh and 
drinking his blood (John 6:53-57). (3) Because the Samaritans would not receive Jesus into their village, the 
Disciples James and John wanted a fire to come down from heaven and consume them (Luke 9:54). 


826. The words of the Prayer seem to suggest the Last Supper, Cf also the vision of Peter in “The Acts 
of the Apostles,” 10:9-16. 


827. Asin Islam, so in Christ's Prayer, sustenance should be taken for both physical and spiritual strength, 
especially the latter. “Give us this day our daily bread” seems the rendering of a literalist whose attention 
was fixed too much on bread. 


828. It is a wicked generation that asks for Signs and Miracles. Usually they are not vouchsafed. But 
where they are, the responsibility of those who ask for them is increased. If, after that, they reject faith, invent 
lies, and go after false gods or false ideals, their penalty will be worse than that of other people. How this 
works out practically among those who call themselves Christians is exemplified in such books as the late Mr. 
WT. Stead’s “If Christ Came to Chicago?” (R). 


Sirah 5: Al Ma@’idah 


116. 


7, 


118. 


SECTION 16. 


And behold! Allah will say: 
“O Jesus the son of Mary! 
Didst thou say unto men, 
‘Worship me and my mother 
As gods in derogation of Allah’?” 
He will say: “Glory to Thee! 
Never could I say 

What I had no right 

(To say). Had I said 

Such a thing, Thou wouldst 
Indeed have known it. 

Thou knowest what is 

In my heart, though I 

Know not what is 

In Thine. For Thou 
Knowest in full 

All that is hidden.*** 


“Never said I to them 
Aught except what Thou 
Didst command me 

To say, to wit, “Worship 
Allah, my Lord and your Lord';*** 
And I was a witness 

Over them whilst 'I dwelt 
Amongst them; when Thou 
Didst take me 

Thou wast the Watcher 
Over them, and Thou 

Art a witness to all things.** 


“Lf Thou dost punish them, 
They are Thy servants: 

If Thou dost forgive them, 
Thou art the Exalted in power, 
The Wise."*? 
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830. Cf 5:72 and n. 782. 


829. Jesus disclaims here any knowledge of the sort of things that are attributed to him by those who 
take his name. The worship of Mary, though repudiated by the Protestants, was widely spread in the earlier 
Churches, both in the East and the West, 


851. Jesus here acknowledges that he was mortal, and that his knowledge was limited like chat of a mortal 


832. The Master can justly punish His servants for disobedience: no one can say to Him nay, for He is 


high above all. But if He chooses to forgive. He in His wisdom sees things chat we mortals cannot see. This 
is the limit of intercession that men of God can make on behalf of sinners. 
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119, Allah will say: “This is 


120. 


A day on which 

The truthful will profit 

From their truth: theirs 

Are Gardens, with rivers 
Flowing beneath—their eternal 
Home: Allah well-pleased 

With them, and they with Allah: 
That is the great Salvation.*™ 
(The fulfilment of all desires). 


To Allah doth belong the 
dominion 

Of the heavens and the earth, 

And all that is therein, 

And it is He who hath power 


Over all things. 
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858. Fawr = Felicity, happiness, achievement, salvation, the attainment or fulfilment of desires. What 
a beautiful definition of salvation or the end of life!—that we should win Allah's good pleasure and that we 
should reach the stage at which His good pleasure is all-in-all to us. 
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APPENDIX II. 
On the Tawrah (see 5:44, n, 753) 


The Tawrah is frequently referred to in the Qur'an. It is well to have clear ideas as to 
what it exactly means. Vaguely we may say that it was the Jewish Scripture. It is mentioned with 
honour as having been, im its purity, @ true revelation from Allah. 


To translate it by the words “The Old Testament” is obviously wrong. The “Old Testament” 
is a Christian term, applied to a body of old Jewish records. The Protestants and the Roman Catholics 
are not agreed precisely as to the number of records to be included in the canon of the “Old 
Testament.” They use the term in contradistinction to the “New Testament,” whose composition 
we shall discuss in Appendix III. 


Nor is it correct to translate Tawrah as the “Pentateuch,” a Greek term meaning the "Five 
Books.” These are the first five books of the Old Testament, known as Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, 
Numbers, and Deuteronomy, They contain a semi-historical and legendary narrative of the history 
of the world from the Creation to the time of the arrival of the Jews in the Promised Land. There 
are in them some beautiful idylls but there are also stories of incest, fraud, cruelty, and treachery, 
not always disapproved. A great part of the Mosaic Law is embodied in this narrative. The books 
are traditionally ascribed to Moses, but it is certain that they were not written by Moses or in 
an age either contemporary with Moses or within an appreciable distance of time from Moses. 
They were in their present form probably compiled some time after the return of the Jews from 
the Babylonian Captivity. The decree of Cyrus permitting such return was in 536 B.C. Some books 
now included in the Old Testament, such as Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi were admittedly 
written after the return from the captivity. Malachi being as late as 420-397 B.C. The compilers 
of the Pentateuch of course used some ancient material: some of the material is actually named. 
Egyptian and Chaldaean terms are relics of local colour and contemporary documents. 


But there are some ludicrous slips, which show that the compilers did not always understand 
their material. Moder criticism distinguishes two distinct sources among the documents of different 
dates used by the editors. For the sake of brevity and convenience they may be called (a) Jehovistic, 
and (b) Elohistic. Then there are later miscellaneous interpolations. They sometimes overlap and 
sometimes contradict each other, 


Logically speaking, the Book of Joshua, which describes the entry into the Promised Land, 
should be bracketed with the Pentateuch, and many writers speak of the six books together as 
the Hexateuch (Greek term for Six Books). 


The Apocrypha contain certain Books which are not admitted as Canonical in the English 
Bible, But the early Christians received them as part of the Jewish Scriptures, and the Council 
of Trent (A.C. 1545-1563) seems to have recognised the greater part of them as Canonical. The 
statement in 2 Esdras (about the first century A.C.) that the law was burnt and Ezra (say, about 
458-457 B.C.) was inspired to rewrite it, is probably true as to the historical fact that the law 
was lost, and that what we have now is no earlier than the time of Ezra, and some of it a good deal later. 


So far we have spoken of the Christian view of the Old Testament. What is the Jewish view? 
The Jews divide their Scripture into three parts: (1) the Law (Torah), (2) the Prophets (Nebtim), 
and (3) the Writings (Kethubim). The corresponding Arabic words would be: (1) Tawrah, (2) 
Nabiyin, and (3) Kutub. This division was probably current in the time of Jesus. In Luke 24:44 
Jesus refers to the Law, the Prophets and the Psalms. In other places (¢.g., Matt. 7:12) Jesus refers 
to the Law and the Prophets as summing up the whole Scripture. In the Old Testament Book, 
Il. Chronicles 34:30, the reference to the Book of the Covenant must be to the Torah 
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or the original Law. This is interesting, as the Qur'an frequently refers to the Covenant with reference 
to the Jews, The modern Christian terms “Old Testament” and "New Testament” are substitures 
for the older terms “Old Covenant” and “New Covenant.” The Samaritans, who claim to be the 
real Children of Israel and disavow the Jews as schismatics from their Law of Moses, only recognise 
the Pentateuch, of which they have their own version slightly different from that in the Old Testament. 


The view of the school of Higher Criticism is radically destructive. According to Renan 
it is doubtful whether Moses was not a myth. Two versions of Sacred History existed, different 
in language, style, and spirit, and they were combined together into a narrative in the reign of 
Hezekiah (B.C. 727-697). This forms the greater part of the Pentateuch as it exists today, excluding 
the greater part of Deuteronomy and Leviticus. In the reign of Josiah about 622 B.C., certain 
priests and scribes (with Jeremiah the prophet) promulgated a new code, pretending that they 
had found it in the Temple (2 Kings, 22:8). This Law (Torah = Tawrah) was the basis of Judaism, 
the new religion then founded in Palestine: This was further completed by the sacerdotal and 
Levitical Torah, compiled under the inspiration of Ezekiel, say, about 575 B.C., and contained 
mainly in the Book of Leviticus, with scattered fragments in Exodus, Numbers, and Joshua. We 
are entitled to accept the general results of a scientific examination of documents, probabilities, 
and dates, even though we reject the premise which we believe to be false, vez. that Allah does 
not send inspired Books through inspired Prophets. We believe that Moses existed; that he was 
an inspired man of God; that he gave a message which was afterwards distorted or lost; that attempts 
were made by Israel at various times to reconstruct that message; and thatthe Tawrah as we have 
it is (in view of the statement in 2 Esdras) no earlier than the middle of the fifth century B.C. 


The primitive Torah must have been in old Hebrew, but there is no Hebrew manuscript 
of the Old Testament which can be dated with certainty earlier than 916 A.C. Hebrew ceased 
to be a spoken language with the Jews during or after the Captivity, and by the time we come 
to the period of Jesus, most cultivated Hebrews used the Greek language, and others used Aramaic 
(including Syriac and Chaldee), Latin, or local dialects. There were also Arabic versions, For historical 
purposes the most important versions were the Greek version, known as the Septuagint, and the 
Latin version, known as the Vulgate. The Septuagint was supposed to have been prepared by 70 
or 72 Jews (Latin, septuaginta = seventy) working independently and at different times, the earliest 
portion dating from about 284 B.C. This version was used by the Jews of Alexandria and the Hellenized 
Jews who were spread over all parts of the Roman Empire. The Vulgate was a Latin translation 
made by the celebrated Father of the Christian Church, St. Jerome, from Hebrew, early in the 
fifth century A.C., superseding the older Latin versions. Neither the Septuagint nor the Vulgate 
have an absolutely fixed or certain text. The present standard text of the Vulgate as accepted 
by the Roman Catholic Church was issued by Pope Clement VIII (A.C. 1592-1605). 


It will be seen therefore that there is no standard text of the Qld Testament in its Hebrew 
form. The versions differ from each other frequently in minor particulars and sometimes in important 
particulars. The Pentateuch itself is only a smal! portion of the Old Testament. It is in narrative 
form, and includes the laws and regulations associated with the name of Moses, but probably 
compiled and edited from older sources by Ezra (or Esdras Arabic, ‘Uzair) in the 5th century 
B.C. As Renan remarks in the preface to his History of the People of Israel, the “definite constitution 
of Judaism" may be dated only from the time of Ezra. The very early Christians were divided 
into two parties, One was a Judaizing party, which wished to remain in adherence to the Jewish 
laws and customs while recognising the mission of Jesus, The other, led by Paul, broke away from 
Jewish customs and traditions, Ultimately Pauline Christianity won. But both parties recognised 
the Old Testament in its present form (in one or another of its varying versions) as Scripture. It 
was the merit of Islam that it pointed out that as scripture it was of no value, although it recognised 
Moses as an inspired messenger and his original Law as having validity in his period until it was 
superseded. In its criticism of the Jewish position it said in effect: “You have lost your original 
Law; even what you have now as its substitute, you do not honestly follow; is it not better, now 
that an inspired Teacher is living among you, that you should follow him rather than quibble 
over uncertain texts?” 
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But the Jews in the Prophet's time (and since) went a great deal by the Talmud, or a body 
of oral exposition, reduced to writing in different Schools of doctors and learned men. “Talmud” 
in Hebrew is connected with the Arabic root in Tilmidh, “disciple” or “student.” The Talmudists 
took the divergent texts of the Old Testament and in interpreting them by a mass of traditional 
commentary and legendary lore, evolved a standard body of teaching. The Talmudists are of special 
interest to us, as, in the sixth century A.C., just before the preaching of Islam, they evolved the 
Massorah, which may be regarded as the body of authoritative Jewish Hadith, to which references 
are to be found in passages addressed to the Jews in the Qur'an. 


The first part of the Talmud is called the Mishna—a collection of traditions and decisions 
prepared by the Rabbi Judah about 150 A.C, He summed up the results of a great mass of previous 
rabbinical writings. The Mishna is the “Second Law”. Cf the Arabic Tham: = second. “It bound 
heavy burdens, grievous to be borne, and laid them on men’s shoulders”; Matt. 23:4. 


There were also many Targums or paraphrases of the Law among the Jews. “Targum” is 
connected in root with the Arabic Taryama, “he translated.” There were many Targums, mosily 
in Aramaic, and they constituted the teaching of the Law to the masses of the Jewish people. 


The correct translation of the Téwr@h is therefore “The Law.” In its original form it was 
promulgated by Moses, and is recognised in Islam as having been an inspired Book. But it was 
lost before Islam was preached. What passed as “The Law” with the Jews in the Prophet's time 
was the mass of traditional writing which | have tried to review in this Appendix. 





Authorities: Encyclopaedia Britannica, “Bible”; Helps to the Study of the Bible, Oxford University 
Press; A.F. Kirkpatrick, Divine Library of the Old Testament; CE. Hammond, Outline of Textual Criticism; 
E. Renan, History of Israel; G_F. Moore. Literature of the Old Testament, and the bibliography therein (Home 
University Library): Sir Frederic Kenyon, The Story of the Bible. 1936. 
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APPENDIX III 
On the Jnjil (see 5:46, n. 757) 


Just as the Tawrah is not the Old Testament, or the Pentateuch, as now received by the 
Jews and Christians, so the /njil mentioned in the Qur'an is certainly not the New Testament, 
and it is not the four Gospels, as now received by the Christian Church, but an original Gospel 
which was promulgated by Jesus as the Tawrah was promulgated by Moses and the Qur'an by 
Muhammad al Mustafa. 


The New Testament as now received consists of (a) four Gospels with varying contents 
(Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John); and other miscellaneous matter; uiz., (b) the Acts of the Apostles 
(probably written by Luke and purporting to describe the progress of the Christian Church under 
S:. Peter and St. Paul from the supposed Crucifixion of Jesus to about 61 A.C.); (c) twenty-one 
Letters or Epistles (the majority written by St, Paul to various churches or individuals, but a few 
written by other Disciples, and of a general nature); and (d) the Book of Revelation or Apocalypse 
(ascribed to St. John, and containing mystic visions and prophecies, of which it is difficult to 
understand the meaning), 


As Prof. F.C. Burkitt remarks (Canon of the New Testament), it is an odd miscellany. “The 
four biographies of Jesus Christ. . .are not all independent of each other, and neither of them 
was intended by its writer to form one of a quartette. But they are all put side by side, unharmonised, 
one of them being actually imperfect at the end, and one being only the first volume of a larger 
work.” All this body of unmethodical literature was casual in its nature. No wonder, because the 
early Christians expected the end of the world very soon. The four canonical Gospels were only 
four out of many, and some others besides the four have survived, Each writer just wrote down 
some odd sayings of the Master that he recollected. Among the miracles described there is only 
one which is described in all the four Gospels, and others were described and believed in other 
Gospels, which are not mentioned in any of the four canonical Gospels. Some of the Epistles contain 
expositions of doctrine, but this has been interpreted differently by different Churches. There must 
have been hundreds of such Epistles, and not all the Epistles now received as canonical were always 
so received or intended to be so received. The Apocalypse also was not the only one in the field. 
There were others. They were prophecies of “things which must shortly come to pass’; they could 
not have been meant for long preservation, “for the time is at hand.” 


When were these four Gospels written? By the end of the second century A.C. they were 
in existence, but it does not follow that they had been selected by that date to form a canon. 
They were merely pious productions comparable to Dean Farrar's Life of Christ. There were other 
Gospels besides. And further, the writers of two of them, Mark and Luke, were not among the 
‘Twelve Disciples “called” by Jesus. About the Gospel of St. John there is much controversy as to 
authorship, date, and even as to whether it was all written by one person. Clement of Rome (about 
97 A.C.) and Polycarp (about 112 A.C.) quote sayings of Jesus in a form different from those found 
in the present canonical Gospels. Polycarp (Epistle, 7) inveighs much against men “who pervert 
the sayings of the Lord to their own lusts," and he wants to turn “to the Word handed down to 
us from the beginning,” thus referring to a Book (or a Tradition) much earlier than the four orthodox 
Gospels. An Epistle of St. Barnabas and an Apocalypse of St. Peter were recognized by Presbyter 
Clement of Alexandria (flourished about 180 A.C.). The Apocalypse of St. John, which is a part 
of the present canon in the West, forms no part of the Peshitta (Syriac) version of the Eastern 
Christians, which was produced about 411-433 A.C. and which was used by the Nestorian Christians. 
It is probable that the Peshitta was the version (or an Arabic form of it) used by the Christians 
in Arabia in the time of the Prophet. The final form of the New Testament canon for the West 
was fixed in the fourth century A.C. (say, about 367 A.C.) by Athanasius and the Nicene creed. 
The beautiful Codex Sinaiticus which was acquired for the British Museum in 1934, and is one of 
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the earliest complete manuscripts of the Bible, may be dated about the fourth century. It is written 
in the Greek language Fragments of unknown Gospels have also been discovered, which do not 
agree with the received canonical Gospels. 


The /njil (Greek, Evangel = Gospel) spoken of by the Qur'lin is not the New Testament. 
It is not the four Gospels now received as canonical. It is the single Gospel which, Islam teaches, 
was revealed to Jesus, and which he taught. Fragments of it survive in the received canonical Gospels 
and in some others, of which traces survive (¢.g., the Gospel of Childhood or the Nativity, the 
Gospel of St. Barnabas, etc.). Muslims are therefore right in respecting the present Bible (New 
Testament and Old Testament), though they reject the peculiar doctrines taught by orthodox 
Christianity or Judaism. They claim to be in the true tradition of Abraham, and therefore all 
that is of value in the older revelations, it is claimed, is incorporated in the teaching of the Lax 


of the Prophets. 


In 5:85 we are told that nearest in love to the Believers among the People of the Book 
are the Christians. I do not agree that this does not apply to modern Christians “because they 
are practically atheists or freethinkers.” I think that Christian thought (like the world’s thought) 
has learnt a great deal from the protest of Islam against priest domination, class domination, 
and sectarianism, and its insistence on making this life pure and beautiful while we are in i. 
We must stretch a friendly hand to all who are sincere and in sympathy with our ideals. 


Authorities: The first two mentioned for Appendix Ll, and in addition; Prof. F.C. Burkitt, on the 
Canon of the New Testament, in Religion, June 1934, the Journal of Transactions of the Society for Promoting 
the Study of Religions; RW. Mackay, Rise and Progress of Christianity, G.R.S. Mead. The Gospel and the 
Gospels; B.W. Bacon, Making of the New Testament, with its Bibliography; Sir Frederic Kenyon, The Story 
of the Bible; R. Hone, The Apocryphal New Testament, London 1820; H.1. Bell and T.C. Skeat, Fragment: 
of an Unknown Gospel and other Christian Papyr, published by the British Museum, 1955. See also chapter 
15 of Gibbon’s Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, where the genesis of the early churches and sects in 
the Roman Empires is briefly reviewed. — 
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INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 6—AL AN‘AM 


This is a Srah of the late Makkan period. The greater part of it was revealed entire. Its 
place in the traditional order of arrangement is justified by logical considerations. We have already 
had the spiritual history of mankind, a discussion of the earlier revelations and how they were 
lost or corrupted, the regulations for the outer life of the new Community, and the points in which 
the Jews and Christians failed to maintain the central doctrine of Islam—the Unity of Allah. The 
next step now taken is to expound this doctrine in relation to Pagan Arabia. 


Summary—The nature of Allah and the method by which He reveals Himself are first 
expounded, and the weakness of Paganism is exposed (6:1-30, and C. 76). 


The emptiness of this world’s life is contrasted with the evidence of Allah's wonderful handiwork 
in all Creation, It is He Who holds the keys of the Unseen and the secrets of all that we see (6:31-60, 
and C. 77). 


Allah's working in His world and His constant care and guidance should give a clue to 
His unity as it did to Abraham when he argued with those who worshipped false gods (6:61-82, 
and C. 78). 


The succession of prophets after Abraham kept Allah's truth alive, and led up to the Qur'an. 
How can man fail to understand the majesty and goodness of Allah, when he contemplates Allah's 
creation and His Messages to mankind? (6:83-110, and C. 79). (R). 


The obstinate and the rebellious are deceived; they should be avoided. Though they turn 
for assistance to each other, they will receive due punishment (6:111-129, and C. 80). 


Allah's decrees will come to pass, in spite of all the crimes and superstitions of the ungodly 
(6:130-150, and C. 81). 


The better course is to follow the straight Way, the Way of Allah, as directed in the Qur'an, 
with unity and the full dedication of our lives (6:151-165, and C. 82). (R). 


C. 76.—Allah did separate Light from Darkness; 

(6:1-30.) He reigns not only in heaven but also 
On earth; Mercy is His Law; 
To Him shall we all return 
At the end of all things. How can we 
Then depart from truth and forge lies 
Against Him? It is folly to say that there is 
Nothing beyond this our present life. 
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Stirah 6. 
Al Anim (The Cattle) GT AC ei BEB 
In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Sarat st amen 
Most Merciful. ee ( 
1. Praise be to Allah, | deocth sibs SEL 
ho created the heavens ‘ 5 qaRe 
And the earth, SN < ous s- ZN ale 
~ And made the Darkness Ce oe 
And the Light. oy oes ee 
Yet those who reject Faith ally Ade bans 
~ “Hold (others) as equal** By 
With their Guardian-Lord.™* Rt heat me sier sly S8G ais 
2. He it is Who created** ase aa 
You from clay, and then ses ie espe ) 
Decreed a stated term"? a caterg de 324 
(For you). And there is eg sean sh Sel35 33 
In His Presence another 
Determined term; yet Co Persetaes 
Ye doubt within yourselves! OIA wailas 
3. And He is Allah mere Sailjay 
In the heavens 
And on earth. yt Grae al 
He knoweth what ye “sioss 
Hide, and what ye reveal, Psy 
And He knoweth ; S4e 5 are ple 
The (recompense) which 
Ye earn (by your deeds).*** bfSSt AS, eq 





834. dala has various meanings; (1) to hold something as equal co something else, as here; to balance 
nicely; (2) to deal justly, as between one party and another, 42:15; (3) to give compensation or reparation, 


or something as equivalent to something else, 6:70; (4) to curn the balance the right way. to give a right disposition, 
to give a just bias or proportion, 82:7; (5) to turn the balance the wrong way, to swerve, to show bias, 4:155 


835. The argument is threefold: (1) Allah created everything you sce and know: how can you then set 
up any of His own creatures as equal (6 Him? (2) He is your own Guardian-Lord; He cherishes and loves you, 
how can you be so ungrateful as to run after something else? (5) Darkness and Light are to help you to distinguish 
between the true from the false: how then cay you confound the true God with your false ideas and superstitions? 
There may also be a repudiation of the Duality of old Persian theology; Light and Darkness are mot conflicting 
Powers; they are both creatures of Allah (Cf 6:150). 


836. After the general argument, the argument comes to man personally. Can such a miserable creature, 
created from clay, put himself in opposition to his Creator? And can man forget or doubt that he is here only 
for a short term of probation? And then, after a period, comes the Day of Account before Allah 


837. This life is a period of probation. The other term leads up to Judgement. 
858. It is folly to suppose that Allah only reigns in the heavens. He also reigns on earth. He knows all 


our secret thoughts and motives, and the real worth of all that is behind what we care to show. It is by our 
deeds that He judges us; for our deeds, whether good or evil, we shall get due recompense in due time. 
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4. Bur never did a single . t Santsdic ec: 
One of the Signs Wed Ce naare 5D 
Of their Lord reach them, on er aa 
But they tuned sa EET peice 
Away therefrom. 

5. And now they reject Syme cee 
The truth when it reaches ~~ ed FS, Sass 
Them; but soon shall they a Fees ie ois f- - Ss 
Learn the reality of what O94 yes! She 


They used to mock at. 


6. See they not how many SRLS 5 ot ® 


Of those before them 


We did destroy?—*** hee ester oz. 

Generations We had established Sin yee yeus 

On the earth, in strength Rtwink ZH 

Such as We have not given SX BL 

To you—for whom P ia 

We poured out rain WE mete, 

From the skies in abundance, 

And gave (ferule) streams ¥ Ss “ae STC; 

Flowing beneath their (feet): ve Ze < 

Yet for their sins ot St 2 Aree 
oP Aa 

We destroyed them, a f 

And raised in their wake 


- sic REGIC -of fasts 
Fresh generations up's 3B pba cvs bLEals 
(To succeed them). 


7. Uf We had sent USES; 
Unto thee a written Ups 
(Message) on parchment,“’* pp 
So that they could otras vib 
Touch it with their hands, ree. Ken ee 
The Unbelievers would SQM 


\ 
Have been sure to say: 





859. Now comes the argument from history, looking backwards and forwards. If we are so short-sighted 
or arrogant as to suppose that we are firmly established on the carth, secure in our privileges, we are reminded 
of much greater nations in the past, who failed. in their duty and were wiped out, In their fate we must read 
our own face, if we fail likewise! But those without faith, instead of facing facts squarely “turn away therefrom.” 


839-A. Qrrta@s, in the Prophet's life, could only mean “parchment,” which was commonly used as writing 
material in Western Asia from the 2nd century B.C. The word was derived from the Greek, Chartas (Cf Latin, 
"Charta”). Paper, as we know it, made from rags, was first used by the Arabs after the conquest of Smarqand 
in 751 A.C. The Chinese had used it by the 2nd century B.C. The Arabs introduced it into Europe; it was 
used in Greece in the Ith or 12th century, and in Spain through Sicily in. the 12th century. The Papyrus, 
made from an Egyptian reed, was used in Egypt as early as 2500 B.C. It gave place to paper in Egypt in the 
1th century (Cf 17:93). 
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“This is nothing but 
Obvious magic!"™® 
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8. They say: “Why is not 
An angel sent down to him?” 
If We did send down 
An angel, the matter 
Would be settled at once, 
And no respite 
Would be granted them.** 
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9. If We had made it 
An angel, We should 
Have sent him as a man, 
And We should certainly 
Have caused them confusion 
In a matter which they have 
Already covered with confusion.**? 


4. “@f pererr “ 
we 
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10. .Mocked were (many) 
Messengers before thee; 
But their scoffers 
Were hemmed in 
By the thing that they mocked.** 
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840. The materialists want to see actual physical material things before them, but if sucha thing came 
from an unusual source or expressed things they cannot understand, they give it some name like magic, or 
superstition, or. whatever name is in fashion, and they are not helped at all in attaining faith, because their 
“hearts are diseased” (2:10), 

841. Cf 2°210. An angel is a heavenly being, a manifestation of Allah's glory, invisible to men who live 
gross material lives. Such men are given plenty of respite in which to turn in repentance to Allah and make 
thernselves worthy of His light, But if their prayer to see an angel were granted, it would do them no good, 
for they would be destroyed as darkness is destroyed by light (see also 41:14). 


SECTION 2. 


ll. Say: “Travel through the earth 
And see what was the end 
Of those who rejected Truth.” 


12. Say: “To whom belongeth 
All that is in the heavens 






842. Supposing an angel should appear to their grosser senses, he could only do it in human form. In 
that case their present confused notions about spiritual life would be stili more confounded. They would say: 
“We wanted to see an angel, and we have only seen a man!” (Cf 17:93), 


843. (Cf 13:32 and 36:30). “The scoffers were mocked by the thing that they mocked™ would expres 
epigrammiatically part of the sense, but not the whole. “Hemmed in” implies that the logic of events turned 
the tables, and as a man might be besieged and surrounded by an enemy in war, and would be forced tw 
surrender, so these mockers will find that events would justify Truth, not them. The mockers of Jesus where 
were they when Titus destroyed Jerusalem? The mockers who drove out Mahammad from Makkah — what wa 
their plight when Muhammad came back in triumph and they sued for mercy— and he gave it to them! According 
to the Latin proverb, Great is Truth, and must prevail. 
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844. History, travel, human experience, all prove the Mercy of Allah and the law that without it those 
who reject Truth tend to lose their own souls and destroy themselves, (C/ 6:54, 7:19, and 5:66). 


845. Sahkana = (1) to dwell; (2) to rest, to be still, cantatas chi te ni 8 asa 
letter which is not moved with a vowel. 

If we imagine Night and Day to be places, Sncdijcochs so ‘thane (dpsalting 1a Houksh dteas chit ob ent 
and things that are concealed, things that move and things that are still, things that are sounded and things 
that are quiescent, we get some idea of the imagery implied. The mystery of Time (which seems more abstract 
than Space) is thus explained and illustrated by the idea of Place or Space, which also is a notion and not 
a concrete thing. But He Who has control of all these things is the one true Allah. 


this section we have a sort of implied dialogue, of which one part is understood from 
avakopme which is expressed. In verse I], we might have an imaginary objector saying: “Why go back 
to the past?” The answer is: “Well travel through the world, and see whether it is not true that virtue and 
godliness exalt a nation, and the opposite are causes of ruin. Both the past and the present prove this.” In 
verse 12 the objector may say: “But you speak of Allah's power?” The man of God replies: "Yes, but Mercy 
is Allah's own attribute, and knowledge and wisdom beyond what man can conceive.” 


847. Feedeth but ts not fed: true both literally and figuratively. To Allah we owe the satisfaction of all 
needs, but He is independent of all needs, (Cf 7:19 and 5:66 and notes). 


Siirah 6: Al Antaim 


15, 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19, 





Say: “I would, if I 
Disobeyed my Lord, 
Indeed have fear 
Of the Penalty 


Of a Mighty Day. 


“On that day, if the Penalty 

Is averted from any, 

It is due to Allah's Mercy; 
And that would be (Salvation), 
The obvious fulfilment 

Of all desire.*** 


“If Allah touch thee 

With affliction, none 

Can remove it but He; 

If He touch thee with happiness, 
He hath power over all things.*** 


“He is the Irresistible, (watching) 
From above over His worshippers; 
And He is the Wise, 

Acquainted with all things.” 


Say: “What thing is most 
Weighty in evidence?” 

Say: “Allah is witness 
Between me and you; 

This Qur'an hath been 
Revealed to me by inspiration. 
That I may warn you 

And all whom it reaches. 
Can ye possibly bear witness 
That besides Allah there is 
Another God?” Say: 

“Nay! I cannot bear witness!” 
Say: “But in truth 

He is the One God, 
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848, We continue the implied dialogue suggested in n, 846, ln verse 14, the objector might say: “But 
we have other interests in life than religion and Allah,” “No,” says the man of God. “My Creator is the one 
and only Power whose protection I seek; and I strive to be first in the race” In verse 15, the objector suggests: 
“Enjoy the good things of this life; it is short.” The answer is; “The Hereafter is more real to me, and promises 
the crue fulfilment of all desire; happiness or affliction comes not from the fleeting pettinesses or illusions 
of this life, but from the power and wisdom of Allah.” In verse 19, the objector makes his final splash; “Whar 
evidence is there for all this?” The reply is; “I know it is true for Allah's voice is within me, and my living 
Teacher awakens that voice; and there is the Book of Inspiration. Allah is one, and there is none other besides” 


849. The vulgar worship false gods out of fear that they would harm them or hope that they would confer 
some benefit on them. These false gods can do neither. All power, all goodness is in the hands of Allah. All 
else is pretence or illusion. 
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21. 


23. 


24. 


And I truly am innocent 
Of (your blasphemy of) joining 
Others with Him.” 


. Those to whom - 
We have given the Book 
Know this as they know**® 
Their own sons. 
Those who have lost 
Their own souls 
Refuse therefore to believe. 


SECTION 3. 


Who doth more wrong 
Than he who inventeth 
A lie against Allah 

Or rejecteth His Signs? 
But verily the wrongdoers 
Never shall prosper. 


. One day shall We gather 
Them all together: We 
Shall say to those 
Who ascribed partners (to Us); 
“Where are the partners 
Whom ye (invented 
And) talked about!” 


There will then be (left) 
No subterfuge for them" 
But to say: “By Allah 
Our Lord, we were not 
Those who joined gods 
With Allah.” 


Behold! how they lie 
Against their own souls! 
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850, Cf 2:146 and n. 151. In both passages the pronoun transtated “this” may mean “him and refer 
to Muhammad the Messenger of Allah, as some Commentators think. 


851. Fitnah has various meanings, from the root idea of “to try, to test, to tempt;"e.g.. (1) a trial or 
temptation, as in 2:102; (2) trouble, tumult, oppression, persecution, as in 2:19], 195, 217; (3) discord, as in 
3:7. (4) subterfuge, an answer that amounts t a sedition, and excuse founded on a falsehood, as here. Other 
shades of meaning will be noticed as they occur. 

Those who blasphemed Allah in imagining false gods will now see the vanity of their imaginations for 
themselves. What answer can they give now? In their perversity they will deny that they ever entertained the 
notion of false gods. 
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26. 


27. 


28. 


But the (lie) which they 
Invented will leave them*** 
In the lurch. 


. Of them there are some 


Who (pretend to) listen to thee; 
But We have thrown 

Veils on their hearts, 

So they understand it not,*°*“ 
And deafness in their ears; 

If they saw every one 

Of the Signs, they will 

Not believe in them; 

In so much that 


~When they come to thee, 


They (but) dispute with thee; 
The Unbelievers say: 

“These are nothing 

But tales of the ancients.” 


Others they keep away from it, 
And themselves they keep away; 
But they only destroy 

Their own souls, 

And they. perceive it not. 


If thou couldst but see 
When they are confronted 
With the Fire! 

They will say: 

“Would that we were 

But sent back! 

Then would we not reject 
The Signs. of our Lord, 

But would be amongst those 
Who believe!” 


Yea, in their own (eyes) 

Will become manifest 

What before they concealed, 
But if they were returned, 
They would certainly relapse 
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852. The lies which they used to tell have now “wandered” from the channels which they used to occupy, 
and left the liars in the lurch. In denying the indubitable fact that they took false gods, they admit the falsity 
of their notions and thus are practically convicted out of their own mouths (Cf 28:75). 


852-A. Jt = The Qur'in 
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To the things they were forbidden, 
For they are indeed liars.*** 


29. And they (sometimes) say: 
“There is nothing except 
Our life on this earth, 
And never shall we be 


Raised up again.” 
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Or persecution. The wicked will be 
Cut off to the last remnant. Allah's wisdom 
Pervades the whole of His Creation, 
And in His hands are the keys of the Unseen, 
And. the secrets of all that we see. 
SECTION 4. 
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855. Their falsity was not due to want of knowledge, but to perversity and selfishness. In their hearts 
was a disease (2:10); therefore neither their undersanding, nor their ears, nor their eyes do their proper work. 
They twist what they see, hear, or are taught, and go deeper and deeper into the mire, The deceptions which 
they used to practise on other people will, before the Seat of Judgement, become clear in their own eyes (Cf 
26:97 and 35:37) 
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34. Rejected were the Messengers 
Before thee: with patience 
And constancy they bore 
Their rejection and their wrongs, 
Unul Our aid did reach 
Them: there is none 
That can alter the Words 
(And Decrees) of Allah. 
Already hast thou received 
Some account of those Messengers. 
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854. Grievous is the burden of sins which the wicked will bear on their backs when they become conscious 
of them. Some Commentators personify sins as ugly demons riding on the backs of men, while the men's good 
deeds become the strong and patient mounts which will carry the men on their backs. If the good deeds are 
few the Sins many, the man and his good deeds will be crushed under the load of the Evil which they 
carty (Cf. 20:10)). 


(855. Play and amusement are for preparing our minds for the serious things of life: in themselves they 
are not serious. So this life is a preparation for the Eternal Home to which we are going, which is far more 
important than the ephemeral pleasures which may possibly seduce us in this life (Cf, 29:64, 47:36, and 57:20), 

856. There were many Signs of a divine mission in the Prophet's life and in the Message which he delivered. 
If these did not convince the Unbelievers, was it not vain to seck a miraculous Sign from the bowels of the 
earth or by a visible ascent tothe skies? If in the Prophet's eagerness to get all to accept his Message he was 
hurt at their callousness, active opposition, and persecution of him, he is told that a full knowledge of the 
working of Allah's Plan would convince him that impatience was misplaced. This was in the days of persecution 
before the Hijrah. The history in Mad¥nah and after shows how Allah's rath was ultimately and trnumphantly 
vindicated. Who among the sincere devotees of Muhammad can fail to read 6:35-55 without tears in his eyed? 
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857. There is a double meaning here, (1) If people listen to cruth sincerely and earnestly, they must believe; 
even if the spiritual faculty is dead. Allah will by His grace revive it and they will come to Him, if they really 
try earnestly to understand. (2) The sincere will believe; but those whose hearts are dead will not listen, yet 
they cannot escape being brought to the Judgement Seat before Him, 


858. Signs are all around them, but they do not understand. If they want a particular Sign to suit their 
gross ignorance, they will not be humoured, for they can always pick holes in anything that descends to their level. 


859. “Animals living on the earth” include those living in the water—fishes, reptiles, crustaceans, insects, 
as well as four-footed beasts. Life on the wing is separately mentioned. “TWir;’ which is ordinarily translated 
as “bird,” is anything that flies, including mammals like bats. In our pride we may exclude animals from 
our purview, but they all live a life, social and individual, like ourselves, and all life is subject to. the Plan 
and Will of Allah, In 6:59 we are told that not a leaf fails but by His Will, and things dry and green are 
recorded in His Book. In other words they all obey His archetypal Plan, the Book which is also mentioned 
here. They are all answerable in their several degrees to His Plan ("shall be gathered to their Lord in the 
end”). This is not Pantheism: it is ascribing all life, activity, and existence to the Will and Plan of Allah. 
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Are deaf and dumb —'** 

In the midst of darkness 
Profound: whom Allah willeth, 
He leaveth to wander; 

Whom He willeth, He placeth 
On the Way that is Straight. 
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Call, and if it be 

His Will, He would remove 
(The distress) which occasioned 
Your call upon Him, 

And ye would forget 

(The false gods) which ye 

Join with Him!" 
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efore thee We sent 

essengers) to many nations, 
And We afflicted the nations 
With suffering and adversity, 
That they might learn humility. 


}. When the suffering reached 


Them from Us, why then 

Did they not learn humility?** 
On the contrary their hearts 
Became hardened, and Satan 
Made their (sinful) acts 

Seem alluring to them. 
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860. The limited free will of man makes a little difference. If he sees the Signs but shuts his ears to the 
true Message, and refuses (like a dumb thing) to speak out the Message which all Nature proclaims, then 
according to the Plan (of his limited free will) he must suffer and wander, just as. in the opposite case. he 


861. Sorrow and suffering may (if we take them rightly) turn out to be the best gifts of Allah to us. According 
to the Psalms (94:12), "Blessed is the man whom Thou chastenest, O Lord!" Through suffering we learn humility. 
the antidote to many vices and the fountain of many virtues. But if we take them the wrong way, we grumble 
and complain, we become fainthearted; and Satan gets his opportunity to exploit us by putting forward the 
allaring pleasures of his Vanity Fair. 
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47. 


But when they forgot 

The warning they had received, 
We opened to them the gates 
Of all (good) things, *** 

Until, in the midst 

Of their enjoyment 

Of Our gifts, 

On a sudden, We called 

Them to account, when lo! 
They were plunged in despair! 


Of the wrongdoers the last 
Remnant was cut off. 

Praise be to Allah, 

The Cherisher of the Worlds.** 


Say: “Think ye, if Allah 

Took away your hearing 

And your sight, and sealed up** 
Your hearts, who—a god 

Other than Allah—could 
Restore them to you?” 

See how We explain 

The Signs by various (symbols); 
Yet they turn aside. 


Say: “Think ye, if 

The Punishment of Allah 
Comes to you, 

Whether suddenly or openly,*® 
Will any be destroyed 

Except those who do wrong? 
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862. Learning the inner truth of ourselves and the world presupposes a certain advanced stage of sensitiveness 
and spiritual development. There is a shallower stage, at which prosperity and the good things of life may 
teach us sympathy and goodness and cheerfulness like that of Mr. Cheeribyles in Dickens. In such cases the 
Message takes root. But there is another type of character which is puffed up in prosperity. For them prosperity 
is a trial or even a punishment from the higher point of view. They go deeper and’ deeper into sin, until they 
are pulled up of a sudden and then instead of being contrite they merely become desperate. 


863. Allah’s punishment of wrongdoers is a measure of justice, to protect the true and righteous from 


their depredations and maintain His righteous decrees. It is an aspect of His character which is emphasised 
by the epithet “Cherisher of the Worlds” (Cf 30:59) 


864, Cf 2:7 n, $1, and 10:74 


865. Suddenly = without warning. Openly = with many warnings, even to the sinners, though they heed 


them not. As to those who understand and read the signs of Allah, they could always cell that all wrongdoing 
must eventually have its punishment. But it will affect the wrongdoers, not the righteous, It is justice, not revenge. 
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866. The Prophets are not sent to cancel man’s limited free will, They are sent to preach and teach— to 
preach hope to the repentant ("good news"), and to warn the rebellious of the Wrath to come (Cf 11:31). 


867. Literally, it might mean that the men of Allah are not like vulgar soothsayers, who pretend to reveal 
hidden treasures, or peer into the future, or claim to be something of a different nature from men. But the 
meaning is wider: they deal out Allah's great treasures of truth, but the treasures are not theirs, but Allah's; 
they have greater insight into the higher things, but that insight is not due to their own wisdom, but to Allah’ 
inspiration; they are of the same flesh and blood with us, and the sublimity of their words and teachings arises 
through Allah's grace—to them and to those who hear them. 


868. Therefore compare not the men of Allah (“the seeing") with ordinary men (“the blind”). The men 
of Allah, although they be but men, have the higher light with them; therefore do not exact of them petty 
ephemeral services. Though they are men, they are not as other men, and are entitled to reverence. 


869. There are some men, sinners, who yer believe in Judgement; let them be warned of their personal 
résponsibility to guard against evil; let them not rely upon protectors or intercessors before Allah; their sins 
can only be forgiven by Allah's own Mercy. 
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52. Send not away those aeons as a ti ee 
Who call on their Lord MEDS A Apps Ys 3) 


Morning and evening, 3 ver GIL 
Seeking His Face.*”° + 3 eS Pipssat 

In naught art thou accountable .< 5B RES ae 
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870. Face; wayh: see 2:112; n.t4, and 18:28. (R). 


871, Some of the rich and influential Quraysh thought it beneath their dignity to listen to Muhammad's 
teaching in company with the lowly disciples, who were gathered round him. But he refused to send away 
these lowly disciples, who were sincere seekers after Allah. From a worldly point of view they had nothing 
to gain from Muhammad as he was himself poor, and he had nothing to gain from them as they had no influence. 
But that was no reason for turning them away; indeed their true sincerity entitled them to precedence over 
worldly men in the kingdom of Allah, Whose justice was vindicated in Muhammad's daily life in this as in 
other things. If their sincerity was in any way doubtful, it involved no responsibility for the Preacher, 


872. Pursue the argument of the last note. The influential people who were not given precedence over 
the poor and humble but sincere disciples, were on their trial as to their spiritual insight. Their temptation 
was to say (and they said it in scorn); “We are much greater than they: has Allah then selected these lowly 
people for His teaching?” But that was so, And Allah knew best those who were grateful to Him for His guidance. 


873. The humble who had sincere faith, were not only not sent away to humour the wealthy: they were 
honoured and were given a special salutation, which has become the characteristic salutation in Islam: ‘Peace 
be on you'—the word peace, “sala@m'’ having special affinity with the word “slam.” In words they are given 
the salutation; in life they, are promised Mercy by the special grace of Allah. 


874. Cf. 6:12. 
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875. If che way of the sinners (in jealousy and worldly pride) is shown up, and details are given how to 
honour the truly sincere, it forms the best illustration of the teaching of Allah, (Cf 5:28, 7:32. and 7:174). 


876. There are a number of arguments now put forward against the Makkans who refused to believe 
in Allah's Message. Each argument is introduced with the word “Say.” Here are the first four: (1) I have received 
Light and will follow it; (2) I prefer my Light to your vain desires; ($) your challenge —‘if there is a God, 
why does He nox finish the blasphemers at once?” it is not for me to take up; punishment rests with Allah; 
(4) if it rested with me, it would be for me to take up your challenge; all I know is that Allah is not unacquainted 
with the existence of folly and wickedness, and many other things besides, that no mortal can know; you can 
see little glimpses of His Plan, and you can be sure that He will not be tardy in calling you to account, (Cf 
6:65 and 6:71). 

877. What ye would see hastened: what ye, deniers of Allah, are so impatient about, the punishment 
which ye mockingly say does not come to you. (Cf 8:6), 

878. The Messenger of Allah is not here to settle scores with the wicked. It is not a matter between them 
and him, It is a matter between them and Allah; he is only a warner against sin, and a declarer of the gospel 
of salvation, 
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C. 78. — Allah's loving care doth encompass 
(6:61-82.) Us round throughout life, 
And delivers us from dangers 
By land and sea, He is the only 
Protector; how can we then 
Forget Him or run after things 
That are mere creatures of His, 


879. Mafatch; Plural of either miftah = a key, or miftah = a treasure, Both meanings are implied, and 
I have accordingly put them both in my translation. 





880, This is the mystic Record, the archetypal Plan, the Eternal Law, according to which everything seen 
and unseen is ordered and regulated. The simplest things in Nature are subject to His Law. The fresh and 
the withered, the living and the lifeless — nothing is outside the Plan of His Creation (Cf 11:6 and 57:4), (R), 


881. As the rest of His Creation is subject to His Law and Plan, so is man’s life in every particular and 
at every moment, awake or asleep. The mystery of Sleep—"the twin brother of death'—is called the taking 
of our soul by Him, with the record of all we have done in our waking moments, and this record sometimes 
appears to us in confused glimpses in dreams. By day we awaken again to our activities, and so it goes on 
until we fulfil che term of our life appointed for this earth, Then comes the other Sleep (death), with the 
longer record of our Day (life); and then, in the end comes the Resurrection and Judgement, at which we 
we everything clearly and not as in dreams, for that is the final Reality (Cf 39:42), 
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882, Guardians: most Commentators understand this to mean guardian angels, The idea of guardianship 
is expressed in a general term. Allah watches over us and guards us, and provides all kinds of agencies, material, 
moral, and spiritual, to help our growth and development, keep us from harm, and bring us nearer to our Destiny. 


885. Angels: the word used is rusa/, the Sent One —the same word as for human Messengers sent by 
Allah to teach mankind. The agents who come to take our souls at death are accurate in the performance 
of their duty. They come neither before nor after their appointed time, nor do they do it in any manner other 
than that fixed by the Command of Allah. 


884. The Reality: Al Haqq, the Truth, the only True One. The point is that our illusions of the life of 
this lower world now vanish, when we are rendered back to Allah, from Whom we came. And now we find 
that far from the results of our actions being delayed, they follow more swiftly than we can express in terms 
of Time. Here is the answer to the taunt of those who were impatient of the working of Allah's Plans (6:57-58). (R). 


885. In continuation of the four heads of argument referred to inn. 876, we have three more heads here 
in 6:63-65; (5) your calling upon Him in times of danger shows that in the depths of your hearts you feel 
His need; (6) Allah's Providence saves you, and yet you ungratefully run after false gods; (7) it is not only 
physical calamities that you have to fear; your mutual discords and vengeances are even more destructive, 
and only faith in Allah can save you from them (Cf 6:71). 


886. Zulumat: dark recesses, terrible lurking dangers, as in deserts or mountains, of forests, or seas 
887. There are two readings, but they both ultimately yield the tame meaning. (1) KAufyatan, silently, 
secretly, from the depth of your inner heart, suggesting unspeakable terror. (2) KAi/atan, out of terror or fear 


or reverence, as in 7:205. 
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888. Calamities from above and below: such as storms and blizzards, torrential rain, etc., or earthquakes, 
floods, landslides, ete (Cf 29:55). 


889. Cf 6:46, where this refrain commences the argument now drawing toa close (see also 6:105). 


890. At the date of this revelation, the Messenger’s people had as a body not only rejected Allah's truth, 


but were persecuting it, The Messenger’s duty was to deliver his Message, which he did, He was nor responsible 
for their conduct. But he told them plainly that all warnings from Allah had their time limit, as they would 
soon find out. And they did find out within a very few years, For the leaders of the resistance came to an 
evil end, and their whole system of fraud and selfishness was destroyed, to make room for the purer Faith 
of Islam. Apart from that particular application, there is the more general application for the present time 
and for all time. 
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891, Cf 4:140, If in any gathering truth is ridiculed, we must not sit in such company. If we find ourselves 
in it, as soon as we realise it; we must show our disapproval by leaving. 


892. Every man is responsible for his own conduct. But the righteous have two duties; (1) to protect themselves 
from infection, and:(2) to proclaim Allah's truth, for even in the most unlikely circumstances, it is possible 
that it may have some effect. (R). 


893. Cf 6:32, where we are told that the life of this world is mere play and amusement, and Religion 
and the Hereafter are the serious things that require our attention. Worldly people reverse this, because they 
are deceived by the allurements of this life’ But their own acts will find them out. 


894. We must never forget our own personal responsibility for all we do, or deceive ourselves by the illusion 
of vicarious atonement. 
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895. In continuation of the seven heads of argument referred to in nn. 876 and 885, we have here the 
final two heads: (8) who would, after receiving guidance from the living, eternal God, turn to lifeless idols? 
To do so would indeed show that we were made into fools, wandering to a precipice; (9) therefore accept the 
only true guidance, the guidance of Allah, and obey His Law, for we shall have to answer before His Judgement 
Seat. 
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896. (Cf 29:44). The argument mounts up here, leading to the great insight of Abraham the true in 
faith, who did not stop short at the wonders of nature, but penetrated "from nature up to nature's God.” Allah 
not only created the heavens and the earth: with every increase of knowledge we see in what true and perfect 
proportions all Creation is held together, Creatures are subject to Time, but the Creator is not: His word is 
the key that opens the door of existence, It is not only the starting point of existence, but the whole measure 
and standard of Truth and Right (Cf 14:93), There may possibly be, to our sight in this great world, aberrations 
of human or other wills, but the moment the trumpet sounds for the last day, His Judgement Seat will, with 
perfect justice, restore the dominion of Right and Reality, For His Knowledge and Wisdom cover all reality. 
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_ B97, Now comes the story of Abraham. He lived among the Chaldeans. who had great knowledge of the 
stars and heavenly bodies. But he got beyond that physical world and saw the spiritual world behind. His 
ancestral idols meant nothing to hirn. That was the first step. But Allah took him many degrees higher. Allab 
showed him with certitude the spiricual glories behind the magnificent powers and laws of the physical univene 


898. This shows the stages of Abraham's spiritual enlightenment. It should not be supposed that he literally 
worshipped stars or heavenly bodies. Having seen through the folly of ancestral idol worship, he began tw set 
the futility of worshipping distant beautiful things that shine, which the vulgar endure with a power which 
does not reside in them. A type of such is a star shining in the darkness of the night. Superstition might read 
fortunes in it, but truer knowledge shows that it rises and sets according to laws whose author is Allah. And 
its light is extinguished in the broader light of day. Its worship is therefore futile. It is not a Power, much 
less the Supreme Power, 

According to some commentators the whole thrust of Abraham's reasoning in verses 76-78 is directed against 
the superstitious beliefs of his people and demonstrates the folly of worshipping stars and other heavenly bodies. 
As such his statements may be seen as premises of his arguments agains Polytheism rather than as sages in 
his spiritual enlightenment. (R). 
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899. The moon, though it looks bigger and brighter than the star, turns out on closer knowledge, not 
only to set like the star, but to change its shape from hour to hour, and even to depend for its light on some 
other body! How deceptive are appearances! This is not Allah! At that stage you begin to search for something 
more reliable than appearances to the eye in the darkness of the night. You ask for guidance from Allah. (R). 


900. The next stage in the allegory is the sun. You are in the open light of Day. Now you have the right 
clue. You see the biggest object in the heavens, But is it the biggest? There are thousands of stars in the universe 
bigger than the sun. And every day the sun appears and disappears from your sight. Such is not God who 
created you and all these wonderful works of His. What folly to worship creatures» when we might turn to 
the true God? Let us abjure all these follies and proclaim the one true God. 


‘ 
.* 


901. The story of Abraham is highly instructive for all men in quest of truth. If spiritual enlightenment 
goes so far as to take a man beyond his ancestral worship, people will come to dispute with him. They will 
frighten him with the dire consequences of his dissent. What does he care? He has found the truth. He is 
free from superstitious fears, for has he not found the true God, without Whose Will nothing can happen? 
On the contrary, he knows that it is the godless who have just grounds for fear. And he offers admonition 
to them, and arguments that should bring them the clearness of truth instead of the vagueness and mystery 
of superstition—the security of Faith instead of the haunting fear of those who have no clear guidance. (R). 
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C. 79.—The good men and true, who succeeded 

(6:83-110.) Abraham, received the gifts 
Of revelation and guidance, and kept 
Alive Allah's Message, which now 
Is proclaimed in the Qur'an, 
In which is blessing and confirmation 
Of all that went before. In the daily 
Pageants of Nature—the dawn 
And the restful night, the sun, 
The moon, the stars that guide 
The mariner in distant seas, 
The rain-clouds pouring abundance, 
And the fruits that delight the heart 
Of man—can ye not read 
Signs of Allah? No vision can 
Comprehend Him, yet He 
Knoweth and comprehendeth all. 
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901-A. The word “wrong” here refers to ascribing partners to Allah as has been stated by the Prophet 
(peace be on him) in his explanation of the verse. [Eds.}. 


902. The spiritual education of Abraham raised him many degrees above his contemporaries, and he 
was expected to use that knowledge and dignity for preaching the truth among his own people. 
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908. We have now a list of eighteen Prophets in four groups, covering the great Teachers accepted among 
the three great religions based on Moses, Jesus, and Muhammad. The first group to be mentioned is that 
of Abraham, his son Isaac, and Isaac's son, Jacob, Abraham was the first to have a Book, His Book is mentioned 
in Q, 87:19, though it is now lost. They were therefore the first to receive Guidance in the sense of a Book, 


904. In the second group, we have the great founders of families. apart from Abraham, ver, Noah, of 
the time of the Flood; David and Solomon, the real establishers of the Jewish monarchy; Job, who lived 140 
years, saw four generations of descendants, and was blessed at the end of his life with large pastoral wealth 
(Job 42:16, 12); Joseph, who as Minister of State did great things in Egypt and was the progenitor of two Tribes; 
and Moses and Aaron, the leaders of the Exodus from Egypt. They led active lives and are called “doers of good.” 


905. The third group consists not of men of action, but Preachers of Truth, who led solitary lives. Their 
epithet is: “the Righteous.” They form a connected group round Jesus. Zakariy’ was the father of John the 
Baptist, the precursor of Jesus ($:57-41); and Jesus referred to John the Baptist as Elias: “this is Elias, which 
was to come’ (Matt, 11:14); and Elias is said to have been present and talked to Jesus at the Transfiguration 
on the Mount (Matt. 17:3), Elias is the same as Elijah (Cf $7:123). (R). 


906. This is the last group, described as those “favoured above the nations.” It consists of four men who 
had all great misfortunes to contend with, and were concerned in the clash of nations, but they kept in the 
path of Allah, and came through above the clash of nations. Ism3'il was the eldest son of Abraham; when 
he was a baby, he and his mother had nearly died of thirst in the desert round Makkah; but they were saved 
by the well of Zamzam, and he became the founder of the new Arab nation. Elisha (Al Yasa’) succeeded to 
the mantle of the Prophet Elijah (same as Elias, see last note): he lived in troublous times for both the Jewish 
kingdoms (of Judah and Israel): there were wicked kings, and other nations were pressing in on them; bat 
he performed many miracles, and some check was given to the enemies under his advice. The story of Jonah 
(Y¥Gnus) is well-known: he was swallowed by a fish or whale, but was saved by Allah's mercy: through his preaching, 
his city (Nineveh) was saved (10:98). Lot was a contemporary and nephew of Abraham: when the city of Sodom 
was destroyed for its wickedness, he was saved as a just man (7:80-84). 
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(To them) and to their fathers,*®’ 
And progeny and brethren: 

We chose them, 

And We guided them 

To a straight Way. 


This is the Guidance 

Of Allah: He giveth 

That guidance to whom 

He pleaseth of His worshippers. 
If they were to join 

Other gods with Him, 

All that they did 

Would be vain for them. 


These were the men 

To whom We gave 

The Book, and Authority, 

And Prophethood: if these 
(Their descendants) reject them,** 
Behold! We shall entrust 

Their charge to a new People 
Who reject them not, 


Those were the (prophets) 
Who received Allah's guidance: 


’ Copy the guidance they received; 


Say: “No reward for this 
Do I ask of you: 

This is no less than 

A Message for the nations.” 
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907. 1 take verse 87 to refer back to all the four groups just mentioned. 


908. Them, i. , the Book, and Authority and Prophethood, They were taken away from the other People 
of the Book and entrusted to the Holy Prophet Muhammad and his People, 


909. Qadara; to weigh, judge, or estimate the value of capacity of anything; to have power so to do 
Cf. Qadir in 4:149 and n. 655. The Jews who denied the inspiration of Muhammad had a good answer in 
their own books about the inspiration of Moses, To those who do not believe in Moses, the answer is more 
‘general; is it a just estimate of Allah to: think either that He has not the power or the will to guide mankind, 
seeing that He is Omnipotent and the Source of all good? If you say that guidance comes, not through an 
inspired book or man, but through our general intelligence, we point to the spiritual ignorance of "you and 
your ancestors” the sad spiritual darkness of men and nations high in the intellectual scale. 
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Were ye taught that ae PCRS x, 
Which ye knew not— y SOI ee 
Neither ye nor your fathers.” 

Say: “Allah (sent it down)”: < + es 2 caer? re 2 
Then leave them to plunge O92 pe G ree sail J 
In vain discourse and trifling. 


92. And this is a Book - LS 6 te 
Which We have sent down, a; ifs |e 
Bringing blessings,* and or ree A. 78 oe os 

confirming acnsl dees Ase 
(The revelations) which came : 
Before it; that thou if teatcic Ate iN 
Mayest warn the Mother* U Asi alg) 
Of Cities and all around her. ms oe Lone Sk 
Those who believe eNO ia sei RTL OGA%: alls 
In the Hereafter, 


Believe in this (Book), Sj See eG & ay 


And they are constant 
In guarding their Prayers.*"* 


93, Who can be more wicked Folk sk Oa de 1 ee 
Than one who inventeth Ales Alles 


A lie against Allah, 4 sc 
Or said, “I have C esl JESUS: ‘aul 


Received inspiration,” 





910. Cf 5:47 and n. 750, and 5:49. In those passages Guidance (in practical conduct) is put before Light 
(or spiritual insight), as they refer to ordinary or average men, Here Light (or spiritual insight) is put first 
as the question is; does Allah send inspiration? 


911. The Message to Moses had unity: it was one Book. The present Old Testament is a collection of 
odd books (“sheets”) of various kinds: see Appendix II, end of S. 5. In this way you can make- a show, but 
there is no unity, and much of the spirit of the original is lost or ocemee or overlaid. The same applies 
to the New Testament: see Appendix III, after Appendix IT. 


912. Mubarak: blessed, as having received Allah's blessing; bringer of blessings to others, as having been 
blessed by Allah. Allah’s highest blessing is the Guidance and Light which the Book brings to us, and which 
brings us neater to Him. 


913. Mother of Cittes: Makkah, now the Qiblah and Centre of Islam. If this verse was (like the greater 
part of the Chapter) revealed in Makkah before the Hijrah, and before Makkah was made the Qiblah of Islam, 
Makkah was nonetheless the Mother of Cities, being traditionally associated with Abraham and with Adam 
and Eve (see 2:125, and n. 217 to 2:197). 

All round Makkah: would mean, the whole world if we look upon Makkah as the Centre. 


914, An earnest study of the Qur’an is true worship; so is Prayer, and so are all deeds of goodness and charity. 
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915. Yield up your souls: or “get your souls to come out of your bodies.” The wicked, we may suppose, 
are not anxious to part with the material existence in their bodies for the “reward” which in irony ts stated 
to be there to welcome them. 


916. Some.of the various ideas connected with “Creation” are noted in n, 120 to 2;117. In the creation 
of man there are various processes, If his body was created out of clay, t.¢., earthy matter, there was an carlier 
process of the creation of such earthy matter. Here the body is left behind, and the soul is being addressed 
The soul underwent various processes of fashioning and adapting to its various functions in its various surroundings 
(32:7-9), But each individual soul, after release from the body, comes back as it was created, with nothing 
more than its history, “the deeds which it has earned," which are really a part of it. Any exterior things given 
to help in its development, “the favours which We bestowed on you,” it must necessarily leave behind, however 
it may have been proud of them. These exterior things may be material things, ¢.g., wealth, property, signs 
of power, influence and pride such as sons, relatives, and friends, etc,, or they may be intangible things, like 
talents, intellect, social gifts. ete (Cf 7:29 and 6:98). 


917. The false ideas of intercesors, demi-gods, gods, saviours, etc., now vanish like unsubstantial visions, 
“leaving not a wrack behind.” Now the soul is face to face with reality. Its personal responsibility is brought 
home to it, 
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918. Another beautiful nature passage, referring to Allah's wonderful artistry in His Creation. In how 
few and how simple words, the whole pageant of Creation is placed before us. Beginning from our humble 
animal needs and dependence on the vegetable world, we are asked to contemplate the interaction of the living 
and the dead. Here is mystic teaching, referring not only to physical life but to the higher life above the physical 
plane—not only to individual life but to the collective life of nations. Then we take a peep into the daily 
miracle of morning, noon, and night, and pass on to the stars that guide the distant mariner. We rise still 
higher to the mystery of the countless individuals from the one human soul — their sojourn and their destiny 
So we get back to the heavens: the description of the luscious fruits which the “gentle rain from heaven” produces, 
leaves us to contemplate the spiritual fruits which faith will provide for us, with the aid of the showers of 


Allah's mercy. 


919. The seed grain and the date stone are selected as types in the vegetable kingdom, showing how our 
physical life depends. on it. The fruits mentioned later (in 6:99) stare another allegory which we shall notice 
later. Botanists will notice that the seed grain includes the cereals (such as wheat, barley, rice, millet, etc.) 
which are monocotyledons, as well as the pulses (such as beans, peas, gram, etc.) and other seeds which are 
dicotyledons, These two represent the most important classes of food grains, while the date palm, a 
monocotyledon, represents for Arabia both food, fruit, confectionery, thatch and pillars for houses, shady 
groves in oases, and a standard measure of wealth and well-being. “Split and sprout”: both ideas are included 
in the root falaga, and a third is expressed by the word “cleave” in the next verse, for the action of evolving 
daybreak from the dark: I might almost have used the word “churn.” familiar to students of Hindu lore in 
the Hinda allegory of the “churning of the ocean.” For vegetables, “split and sprout” represents a double process: 
(1) the seed divides, and (2) one part shoo:s up, seeking the light, and forming leaves and the visible parts 
of the future tree, and the other part digs down into the dark, forming the roots and secking just that sustenance 
from the soil, which is adapted for the particular plant. This is just one small instance of the “judgement 
and ordering” of Allah, referred to in the next verse. 


920. This does not mean that in physical nature there are no limits between life and non-life, between 
the organic and the inorganic. In fact physicists are baffled at the barrier between them and frankly confess 
that they cannot solve the mystery of Life. If there is such a barrier in physical nature, is it not all the more 
wonderful that Allah can create Life out of nothing? He has but to say, “Be,” and it is. He can bring Life 
from non-Life and annihilate Life. But there are two other senses in which we can contemplate the contrast 
between the living and the dead. (1) We have just been speaking of the botanical world, Take it as a whole, 
and see the contrast between the winter of death, the spring of revivification, the summer of growth, and 
the autumn of decay, leading back to the death of winter. Here is a cycle of living from dead, and dead from 
living (2) Take our spiritual life, individual or collective; we rise from the darkness of spiritual nothingness 
to the light of spiritual life; and if we do not follow the spiritual laws, Allah will take away that life and we 
shall be again as dead. We may die many deaths, The keys of life and death are in Allah's hands, Neither 
Life nor Death are fortuitous things. Behind them both is the Cause of Causes—and only He. 
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921. The night, the day, the sun, the moon —the great astronomical universe of Allah. How far, and yet 
how near to us! Allah's universe is boundless, and we can barely comprehend even its relations to-us. But this 
last we must try to do if we want to be numbered with “the people who know!’ Tagdfr: Cf. 6:91 and n_ 909. 
and 4949 and n. 655. 


922. See the last note. At sea, or in deserts or forests, or “in fairy scenes forlorn’— whenever we sweep 
over wide spaces, it isthe stars that act as our guides, jus as the sun and moon have already been mentioned 
as our measures of time. 


925. Produced: anshau ~ urade you grow, increase, develop, reach maturity: another of the process: 
of creation. This supplements n. 120 to 2:117 and n. 916 to 6:94. It is one of the wonders of Allah's Creation, 
that from one person we have grown to be so many, and each individual has so many faculties and capacities, 
and yet we are all one. In the next verse we have che allegory of grapes and other fruits: all grapes may be 
similar to look at, yet each variety has a distinctive flavour and other distinctive qualities, and each individual 
grape may have its own special qualities. So for man. 


924. In the sojourn of this life we must respond to Allah's hand in fashioning us, by making full use of 
all our faculties, and we must get ready for our departure into the Life that will be eternal. 


925. Our allegory now brings us to maturity, the fruit, the harvest. the vintage. Through the seed wr 
came up from nothingness of life; we lived our daily life of rest and work and passed the milestones of ume: 
we had the spiritual experience of traversing through vast spaces in the spiritual world, guiding our course 
through the star of Faith; we grew; and now for the harvest or the vintage! So will man if he has produced 
the fruits of Faith! 


Sirah 6: Al Anam 323 PENIS =BEN 


We produce grain, J DUBE. Be 
Heaped up (at harvest); <= B lps Cm ds 
Out of the date palm ve a 
And its sheaths (or spathes) (galb on Joe los “3 
(Come) clusters of dates oe Ser Be OB re, 
Hanging low and near: Arey Gils olys 
And (then there are) gardens PE OEE ty ee 
Of grapes, and olives, OM Syolel 
And pomegranates, Py ee a ee 
Each similar (in kind) an nes wereen 
Yet different (in variety):9?° e sahogemngnd lise 
When they begin to bear fruit, cps 9 el l3)z9 pdb !5 <1 
Feast your eyes with the fruit > 1 Wg “2 
And the ripeness thereof,°*” oy os go! 
Behold! in these things 

* me et o<*4 
There are Signs for people gad aga 


Who believe. *?* 


at Aveo 
100. Yer they make slic, KD 
The Jinns equals**” 12 
With Allah, though Allah aAttS Aplin 
Did create the Jinns; Site ee 





926. Each fruit — whether it is grapes, or olives, or pomegranates—looks alike in its species, and yet cach 
variety may be different in flavour, consistency, shape, size, colour, juice or oil contents, proportion of seed 
to fruit, ete. In each variety individuals may be different. Apply the allegory to man, whose varied spiritual 
fruit may be equally different and yet equally valuable! (Cf 6:141). 


927. And so we finish this wonderful allegory. Search through the world's literature, and see if you can 
find another such song or hymn—so fruity in its literary flavour, so profound in its spiritual meaning! 


928. There is a refrain in this song, which is subtly varied. In verse 97 it is: “We detail our Signs for 
people who know.” So far we were speaking of the things we see around us everyday, Knowledge is the appropriate 
instrument for these things. In verse 98 we read: “We detail Our Signs for people who understand,” Understanding 
is a higher faculty than knowledge, and is necessary for seeing the mystery and meaning of this life Ar the 
end of verse 99 we have: “In these things there are Signs for people who believe”' Here we are speaking of 
the real fruits of spiritual life. For them Faith is necessary, as bringing us nearer to Allah. 


929. Jinns: who are they? In 18:50 we are told that Iblis was one of the finns, and it is suggested that 
that was why he disobeyed the Command of Allah. But in that passage and other similar passages, we are 
told that Allah commanded the angels to bow down to Adam, and they obeyed except Iblis. That implies 
that Iblis had been of the company of angels. In many passages Jinns and men are spoken of together. In 
55:14-15, man is stated to have been created from clay, while Jinns from a flame of fire, The root meaning 
of junna, yujannu, is “to be covered or hidden,” and janna yayunnu, in the active voice, “to cover or hide,” 
as in 6:76, Some people say that jinn therefore means the hidden qualities or capacities in man; others that 
it means wild or jungle folk hidden in the hills or forests. I do not wish to be dogmatic, but I think, from 
s collation and study of the Quranic passages, that the meaning is simply “a spirit,” or an invisible or hidden 
force. In folklore stories and romances like the Arabian Nights they become personified into fantastic forms, 
but with them we are not concerned here. Both the Qur'an and the Hadith deseribe the Jinn as a definite 
species of living beings, They are created out of fire and are like man, may believe or disbelieve, accept or 
reject guidance. The authoritative Islamic texts show that they are not merely a hidden force, or a spirit. 
They are personalized beings who enjoy a certain amount of free will and thus will be called to account. (Eds.). 
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And they falsely, 

Having no knowledge, 
Attribute to Him 

Sons and daughters. 

Praise and glory be 

To Him! (for He is) above 
What they attribute to Him! 
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To Him is due 

The primal origin 

Of the heavens and the earth:**® 
How can He have a son 

When He hath no consort? 

He created all things, 

And He hath full knowledge 
Of all things. 


That is Allah, your Lord! 
There is no god but He, 
The Creator of all things; 
Then worship ye Him; 
And He hath power 

To dispose of all affairs, 


No vision can grasp Him. 

But His grasp is over 

All vision: He is 

Above all comprehension,"* 

Yet is acquainted with all things. 


“Now have come to you, 
From your Lord, proofs 

(To open your eyes): 

If any will see, 

It will be for (the good 

Of) his own soul; 

If any will be blind, 

It will be to his own 

(Harm): I am not (here) 

To watch over your doings.'*** 
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930. Cf P17 and n. 120 


931. Latif: fine, subtle, so fine and subtle as to be invisible to the physical eye; so fine as to be imperceptible 


to the senses; so pure as to be above the mental or spiritual vision of men. The active meaning should ako 
be understood: ‘one who understands the finest myseries’ Cf 22:63. and mn. 2844. 


982. 1 understand “Say” to be understood in the beginning of this verse, The words would then be the 


words of the Prophet, as in fact is suggested in verse 107 below. That is why | have enclosed them in inverted 
commas. 
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933. Cf 6:65 and n. 889. 


934. The teaching in the Qur'an explains things by various symbols, parables, narratives, and, appeals 
to nature. Each time, a new phase of the question is presented to our minds, This is what a diligent and earnest 
teacher would do, such as was Muhammad Mustafa. Those who were in search of knowledge and had thus 
acquired some knowledge of spiritual things were greatly helped to understand more clearly the things of which, 
before the varied explanations, they had only one-sided knowledge. 


935. Allah's Plan is to use the human will to cooperate in understanding Him and His relations to us. 
This is the answer to an objector who might say: “If He is All-Powerful, why does sin or evil exist im the world? 
Can He not destroy it? He can, but His Plan is different, and in any case it is not for a Teactier to force 
anyone to accept the truths which he is inspired to preach and proclaim. 
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956. A man’s actual personal religion depends upon many things: his personal psychology, the background 
of his life, his hidden or repressed feelings, tendencies, or history (which psychoanalysis tries to unravel), hi 
hereditary dispositions or antupathies, and all the subtle influences of his education and his environment. The 
task before the man of God is: (1) to use any of these which can subserve the higher ends; (2) to purify such 
as have been misused) (3) to introduce new ideas and modes of looking at things: and (4) to combat what 
is wrong and cannot be mended — all for the purpose of leading to the truth and gradually letting in spiritual 
light where there was darkness before. If chat is not done with discretion and the skill of a spiritual Teacher, 
there may be not only @ reaction of obstinacy, but an unseemly show of dishonour to the true God and Ha 
Truth, and doubts would spread among the weaker brethren whose faith is shallow and infirm. What happen 
to individuals is true collectively of nations or groups of people. They think in their self-obsession that their 
own ideas are right. Allah in His infinite compassion bears with them, and asks those who have purer ideas 
of faith not to vilify the weaknesses of their neighbours, lest the neighbours in their turn vilify the real truth 
and make matters even worse than before. Insofar as there are mistakes, Allah will forgive and send His grace 
for helping ignorance and folly. Insofar as there is active evil, He will deal with it in His own way. Of cours 
the righteous man must not hide his light under a bushel, or compromise with evil, or refuse to establish 
right living where he bas the power to do so. 





937. Hf the unbelievers are merely obstinate, nothing will convince them. There is no story more full of 
miracles than the story of Jesus, Yet in that same story we are told that Jesus said: "A wicked adulterous generation 
s¢eketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given unto it, but the sign of the Prophet Jonah": Mart. 164 
There are Signs given by Allah everyday—understood by those who believe. A mere insistence upon some 
particular or special Sign means mere contumacy and misunderstanding of the spiritual world. 


938. Where there is sheer obstinacy and ridicule of faith, the result will be that such a sinner’s hear 
will be hardened and his eyes will be sealed, so that he cannot even see the things visible to ordinary mortals 
The sinner gathers impetus in his descent towards wrong. 
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In their trespasses, iS Hide oy 3 


To wander in distraction.**® 


C. 80.—Those in obstinate rebellion 
(6:111-129.) Against Allah are merely deceived 
And deceive each other. Leave them 
Alone, but trust and obey Allah 
Openly and in the inmost recesses 
Of your heart, The plots of the wicked 
Are but plots against their own souls. 


SECTION 14, 

















Even if We did send 

Unto them angels, 

And the dead did speak 
Unto them, and We gathered 
Together all things before**® 
Their very eyes, they are not 
The ones to believe, 

Unless it is in Allah's Plan. 
But most of them 

Ignore (the truth). 
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112. Likewise did We make 
For every Messenger 
An enemy-— evil ones**! 
Among humans and Jinns, 


Inspiring each other 
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939, Cf 2:15, Allah's grace is always ready to help human weakness or ignorance, and to accept repentance 
and give forgiveness. But where the sinner is in actual rebellion, he will be given rope, and ir will be his own 
fault if he wanders abour distractedly, without any certain hope or refuge. 


940. The most stupendous miracles even according to their ideas would not have convinced them. If the 
whole pageant of the spiritual world were brought before them, they would not have believed, because they~ of 
their own choice and will—refuse knowledge and faith. 


941. What happened in the history of the Holy Prophet happens in the history of all righteous men who 
have a Message from Allah. The spirit of evil is ever active and uses men to practise deception by means of 
highly embellished words and plausible excuses and objections. Allah permits these things in His Plan. It is 
not for us to complain. Our faith is tested, and we must stand the test steadfastly. 
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114. 


115. 


116. 


117. 


ns. 


In the Hereafter: let them 
Delight in it, and let them 
Earn from it what they may.** 


Say: “Shall I seek 

For judge other than Allah?— 
When He it is 

Who hath sent unto you 

The Book, explained in detail."*** 
They know full well, 

To whom We have given 

The Book, that it hath been 
Sent down from thy Lord 

In truth, Never be then 

Of those who doubt, 


‘The Word of thy Lord 

Doth find its fulfilment 

In truth and in justice: 
None can change His Words: 
For He is the one Who 
Heareth and knoweth all. 


Wert thou to follow 

The common. run of those 
On earth, they will lead 
Thee away from the Way 
Of Allah. They follow 
Nothing but conjecture: they 
Do nothing but lie. 


Thy Lord knoweth best 
Who strayeth from His Way: 
He knoweth best 

Who they are that receive 
His guidance. 


+ 


So eat of (meats) 
On which Allah’s name 
Hath been pronounced, 
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942, People who have no faith in the future destiny of man listen to and are taken in by the deceit of 
evil. If they take a delight in it, let chem. See what they gain by it. Their gains will be as deceitful as their 
delight. For the end of evil must be evil. 


943. The righteous man seeks no other standard of judgement but Allah's Will, How can he, when Allah 
in His grace has explained His Will in the Qur'an, with details which men of every capacity can understand? 
The humblest can learn lessons of right conduct in daily life, and the most advanced can find the highest 
wisdom in its spiritual teaching, enriched as it is with all kinds of beautiful illustrations from nature and the 
story of man. 


Strah 6: Al Anam 


If ye have faith 
In His Signs. 


119. Why should ye not 
Eat of (meats) on which 
Allah's name hath been 
Pronounced, when He hath 
Explained to you in detail 
What is forbidden to you— 
Except under compulsion’** 
Of necessity? 
But many do mislead (people) 
By their appetites unchecked 
By knowledge. Thy Lord 
Knoweth best those who transgress. 


120. Eschew all sin, 

Open or secret; 

Those who earn sin 

Will get due recompense 


For their “earnings.” 


121. Eat not of (meats) 

On which Allah's name 
Hath not been pronounced: 
That would be impiety. 
But the evil ones 

Ever inspire their friends 
To contend with you 

If ye were to obey them, 

Ye would indeed be Pagans. 


SECTION 15. 


@an he who was dead,” 
To whom We gave life, 
And a Light whereby 

He can walk amongst men, 
Be like him who is 


122. 


944. Cf 5:4. When a clear law has explained 
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what is lawful and unlawful in food, it is wrong,to raise 


fresh scruples and mislead the ignorant (Cf. see also 5:3 and 16:115). 


945. Here is an allegory of the good man with his divine mission and the evil man with his mission of 
evil. The former, before he got his spiritual life, was like one dead. It was Allah's grace that gave him spiritual 
life} with a Light by which he could walk and guide his own footsteps as well as the footsteps of those who 
are willing to follow Allah's light. The opposite type is that which hates Allah’s light, which lives in the depths 


of darkness, and which plots and burrows against all 


that is good. Bur the plots of evil recoil on itself, although 


it thinks chat they will hurt the good. Can these two types be for a moment compared with each other? Perhaps 
the lead in every centre of populations is taken by the men of evil. But the good men should not be discouraged 


They should work in righteousness and fulfil their 


mission. 
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Their own deeds seem pleasing. 


123. Thus have We. placed. --% rene 
Leaders in every town, 53 F a6 EAS @ 
Its wicked men, to plot + ae a 
(And burrow) therein: Galea ae pee KSI 
But they only plot_ cen ae yd 
Against their own souls, Ojats yas paar tit sft 


And they perceive it not. 


124. When there comes to them Stay oss E53 ry 
A Sign (from Allah), A2henee rg 
They say: “We shall not 
Believe until we receive 3} Sb NE 
One (exactly) like those ath HAAG SIL 
Received by Allah's messengers."*** . 

Allah knoweth best where Ben A Beer Bors “ 
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946. Besides the teaching in Allah's Word, and the teaching in Allah’s world, of nature and history and 
human contacts, many Signs come to the men of God, which they humbly receive and try to undersand: 
and many Signs also come to the ungodly, in the shape of warnings or otherwise, which the ungodly either 
do not heed, or deliberately reject. The Signs in the two cases are not the same, and that becomes one of 
their perverse arguments against faith But Allah's working will be according to His own Will and Plan, and 
not according to the wishes or whims of the ungodly (Cf 29:50-51). 


947. Allah's Universal Plan is the Qad@ wa Qadr, which is so much misunderstood. That Plan is unalterable. 
and that is His Will, It means chat in the spiritual world, as in che physical world, there are laws of justice, 
mercy, grace, penalty, etc.. which work as surely as anything we know. If, then, a man refuses Faith, becomes 
a rebel, with cach step he goes further and further down, and his pace will be accelerated; he will scarcely 
be able to take spiritual breath, and his recovery—in spite of Allah's mercy which he has rejected —will be 
as difficult as if he had to climb up to the skies, On the other hand, the godly will find, with each step, the 
next step easier. Jesus expressed this truth paradoxically: “He that hath, to him shall be given; but he that 
hath not, from him shall be taken away even that which he hatch"; Mark, 4:25, John (6:65) makes Jesus say: 
“No man can come unto me, except it were given unto him of my Father.” 
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126. 


127. 


128. 


129. 


Their breast close and constricted, 


As if they had to climb 

Up to the skies: thus 

Doth Allah (heap) the penalty 
On those who refuse to believe. 


This is the Way 

Of thy Lord, leading straight: 
We have detailed the Signs 
For those who 

Receive admonition. 


For them will be a Home*** 
Of Peace in the presence 

Of their Lord: He will be 
Their Friend, because 

They practised (righteousness). 


One day will He gather 
Them all together, (and say): 
“O ye assembly of Jinns!*** 
Much (toll) did ye take 

Of men.” Their friends 
Amongst humankind will say: 
“Our Lord! we made profit’*® 
From each other: but (alas!) 
We reached our term — 
Which Thou didst appoint 
For us.” He will say: 


“The Fire be your dwelling place: 


You will dwell therein forever, 
Except as Allah willeth.”** 
For thy Lord is full 

Of wisdom and knowledge. 


Thus do We make 
The wrongdoers turn 
To each other, because 
Of what they earn.**? 
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948, Cf 10:25. 


949. Jinns are spirits—here evil spirits, See 6:100, n. 929, 


950. It is common experience that the forces of evil make an alliance with each other, and seem thus 
to make a profit by their mutual log-rolling. But this is only in this material world. When the limited term 
expires, their unholy bargains will be exposed, and there will be nothing but regrets. 


951. Eternity and infinity are abstract terms. They have no precise meaning in our human experience. 
The qualification, “except as Allah willeth.’ makes it more intelligble, as we can form some idea — however 
inadequate — of a Will and Plan, and we know Allah by His attribute of Mercy as well as of Justice. 


952. See n, 950 above. Evil consorts with evil because of their mutual bargains. But in doing so they 


the righteous from further temptation. 
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130. 


13}. 
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132. 


133. 


Disa tS al 


C. 81, —Allah punishes not mere shortcoming: 
(6:130-150.) There are degrees in good and evil 
Deeds, Allah is Merciful, but 
His Plan is sure, and. none 
Can stand in its way. We must 
Avoid all superstition, and all excess, 
And humbly ask for His guidance. 


SECTION 16. 


“® ye assembly of Jinns 
And humans! came there not 
Unto you messengers from 
amongst you,*** 

Setting forth unto you 
My Signs, and warning you 
Of the meeting of this Day 
Of yours?” They will say: 
‘We bear witness against 
Ourselves.” It was 
The life of this world 
That deceived them. So 

inst themselves will they 
Bear witness that they 
Rejected Faith. 


(The messengers were sent) thus, 
For thy Lord would not 

Destroy, for their wrongdoing 
Men's habitations whilst 

Their occupants were unwarned, 


To all are degrees (or ranks)*** 
According to their deeds: 

For thy Lord 

Is not unmindful 

Of anything that they do. 


Thy Lord is Self-sufficient,”™* 
Full of Mercy: if it were 
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953. Messengers from amongst you. This is addrewed to the whole gathering of men and Jinns. (R) 


954. On good and evil there are infinite degrees, in our deeds and motives: so will there be degrees in 


our, spiritual position. For everything is known to Allah, better than it is to ourselves. 


955. Allah s not dependent on our prayer or service. It is out of His Mercy that He desires our own 


good. Any race or people to whom He gives chances should understand that its failure does not affect Allah. 
He could create others in their place, as He did in times past, and is doing in our own day, if only we had 
the wit to see it. 


Stirah 6: Al Anam 


His Will, He could destroy 
You, and in your place 
Appoint whom He will 

As your successors, even as 
He raised you up 

From the posterity 

Of other people. 


184. All that hath been**® 
Promised unto you 
Will come to pass: 

~ Nor can ye frustrate it 
(In the least bit), 


135. Say: “O my people! 
Do whatever ye can:*°” 
I will do (my part): 
Soon will ye know 
Who it is whose end 


$33 ABS NISGS yee 


i me a" aii a 
SITS es 


Sp o 9 Kt 
a Ee ee 
we SF BAe 


eZ GIN Ht EBS 


Seer zor 4 
Pee ae 


Will be (best) in the Hereafter: Rips riety: ered 
Certain it is that 


The wrongdoers will not prosper.” FADSIFS BYA5) é 
136. Out of what Allah = Se Srl ta ited 
Hath produced in abundance bales atl pline ¥ & 
In tilth and in cattle, ¥ 2 eke we 
They assigned Him a share: La) pias lista secon | 
They say, according to their ie 
e AW Z4AWi-w OF. ea OHA. AF 
fancies:*** 396705 \ ium Hee 4y lis i SUG 
“This is for Allah, and this— Sa ae 
For Our ‘partners’’’! ak (ea Wl ee ea 
But the share of their “partners” re soles 





956. Both the good news and the warning which Allah's messengers came to give will be fulfilled. 
Nothing can stop Allah's Universal Plan. See n, 947 to 6:125. . 


i" 


957. Insofar as this is addressed to the Unbelievers it is a challenge: Do your utmost; nothing will deter 
me from my duty: we shall see who wins in the end.” Passing from the particular occasion, we can understand 
it in a more general sense, which is true for all time. Let the evil ones do their worst. Let those who believe 
do all they can, according to their opportunities and abilities; The individual must do the straight duty that 
lies before him. In the end Allah will judge, and His judgement is always true and just (Cf 28:37). 


958. There is scathing sarcasm here, which some of the commentators have missed, The Pagans have 
generally a big Pantheon, though above it they have a vague idea of a Supreme God. But the material benefits 
go to the godlings, the fancied “partners” of Allah; for they have temples, priests, dedications, etc., while 
the True and Supreme God has only lip-worship, or at best a share with numerous “partners.” This was so 
in Arabia also. The shares assigned to the "partners went to the priests and hangers-on of the “partners”, 
who were many and clamorous for their rights. The share assigned to Allah possibly went to the poor, but 
more probably went to the priests who had the cult of the "parrners', for the Supreme God had no separate 
priests of His own. It is also said that when heaps were thus laid out, if any portion of Allah's heap fell into 
the heaps of the “partners” the priests greedily and promptly appropriated it, while in the contrary case the 
“partners” priests were careful to reclaim any portion from what they called “Allah's heap,’ The absurdity 
of the whole thing is ridiculed) Allah created everything: how can He have a share? 
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187. Even so, in the @yes 
Of most of the Pagans," 
Their “partners” made alluring 
The slaughter of their children, 
In order to lead them 
To their own destruction, 
And cause confusion 
In their religion. 
If Allah had willed, 
They would not have done so: 
But leave alone 
Them and their inventions. 


188> And they say that 
Such and such cattle and ecrops*** 
Are taboo, and none should 
Ear of them except those 
Whom —se they say—We 
Wish; further, there are 
Cattle forbidden to-yoke"*! 
Or burden, and. cattle 
On which; (at slaughter), 
The name of Allah is not 
Pronouneed— inventions 
Against Allah's name: soon 
Will He requite them 
For their inventions. 
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139. They say: “What is 
In the wombs of 
Such and such cattle 


998) The dale gocs ane ito — amen my nation, tecteding dhe Arabs — were supposed oe require beman 
sacrifices, Ordinarily such sacrifices are revolting to man, but they are made ‘alluring = 9 sacred cle —by 
Pagan custom, which falsely arrogates to jtelf che name of religion. Such custom, if allowed, would do nothing 
bat deny the peophe who practic: them, andcmale the celgon bot a confused bundle of meeting aipettoes. 
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Is specially reserved 

(For food) for our men, 

And forbidden to our women; 
But if it is stillborn, 

Then all have shares therein.*** 
For their (false) attribution 
(Of superstitions to Allah), 

He will soon punish them: 

For He is full 

Of wisdom and knowledge. 


140. Lost are those who slay 
Their children, from folly, 
Without knowledge, and forbid 
That which Allah hath 
Provided for therm, inventing (lies) 
Against Allah. They have 
Indeed gone astray 
And heeded no guidance. 


SECTION 17. 


141, It is He who produceth** 
Gardens, with trellises 
And without, and dates, 
And tilth with produce 
Of all kinds, and olives 
And pomegranates, 
Similar (in kind) 
And different (in variety): 
Eat of their fruit 
In their season, but render 
The dues that are proper 
On the day that the harvest 
Is gathered. But waste not’® 
By excess: for Allah 
Loveth not the wasters. 
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963. These are further Pagan superstitions about cattle. Some have already been noted in 5:103, which 


may be consulted with the notes. 


964. Anshaa: see 6:98, n. 923. 


965. A beautiful passage, with music to match the meaning, Cf 6:99 and notes. 


966. "Waste not, want nor,” says the English proverb: Here the sare wisdom is preached from a higher 
motive. See what magnificent means Allah provides in nature for the sustenance of all His creatures, because 
He loves them all. Enjoy them in moderation and be grateful. But commit no excess, and commit no waste: 
the two things are the same from different angles of vision. If you do, you take away something from other 


creatures and Allah would not like your selfishness. 
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142. 


143. 


144, 


145. 


Of the cattle are some 

For burden and some for meat:**’ 
Eat what Allah hath provided 
For you, and follow not 

The footsteps of Satan: 

For he is to you 

An avowed enemy. 


(Take) eight (head of cattle)" 
In (four) pairs: 

Of sheep a pair, 

And of goats a pair; 

' Say, hath He forbidden 

The two males, 

Or the two females, 

Or (the young) which the wombs 
Of the two females enclose? 
Tell me with knowledge 

If ye are truthful: 


Of camels a pair, 

And of oxen a pair; 

Say, hath He forbidden 

The two males, 

Or the two females, 

Or (the young) which the wombs 

Of the two females enclose?— 

Were ye present when Allah 
, Ordered you such a thing? 

But who doth more wrong 

Than one who invents 

A lie against Allah, 

To lead astray men 

Without knowledge? 

For Allah guideth not 

People who do wrong. 


SECTION 18. 


Say: “I find not 
In the Message received 


LRN Gea 


as 2S Ni @ 
(AB yoat AS ete 
sass ac Shi je 


igs NALS go 


ea cochione Sh 
Peer RON AGS an} a 


ren Bie ate EZ tie 
FPOAICSC ni ORY 


25 AN Sa TR YS.5 
c.2° 


cyl Us ob anit 


Mora rf 4 “44 * 


ANI teats ES EC 
ea 5 age ses 


ait Sess eS 3 4 eal 
fe po EN LZ] Ge 


Coe Yat 


Zrii il car ¥ailg 





967. Superstition kills true religion. We come back to the Arab Pagan superstitions about cattle for food. 
The horse is not mentioned, because horse flesh was not an article of diet and there were no superstitions 
about it. Sheep and goats, camels and oxen were the usual sources of meat. Sheep and goats were not used 
as beasts of burden, but camels (of both sexes) were used for carrying burdens, and oxen for the plough, though 
cows were mainly used for milk and meat. The words "some for burden and some for meat" do not differentiate 
whole species, except that they give you the first two and the last two as categories, 


968. The superstitions referred to in 6:1589 and 5:103 are further ridiculed in this verse and the next. 
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By me by inspiration 1 Ant? 
Any (meat) forbidden seloie “ 3} 
To be eaten by one lle org as ate 
Who wishes to eat it, BSSo Ys 4 
Unless it be dead meat, Ae a, 

Or blood poured forth,’ pent tn i F 
Or the flesh of swine— “4 

For it is an abomination— liza 3 i aS 
Or what is impious, (meat) 2 a 
On which a name has been £. 4 (22) 7 
Invoked other than Allah's.” <8 i 
But (even so), if a person 2 he lew 

Is forced by necessity, 2G plone ples 


Without willful disobedience, 
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969. Blood poured forth: as distinguished from blood adhering to flesh, or the liver, or such other internal 
organs purifying the blood, 


970. Zufur may mean claw or hoof; it is in the singular number; but as no animal has a single claw, 
and there is no point in a division of claws, we must look to a hoof for the correct interpretation. In the Jewish 
Law, (Leviticus. 11:5-6), “whatsoever parteth the hoof, and is cloven footed, and cheweth the cud, among the 
beasts” was lawful as food, but the camel, the coney (rabbit), and the hare were not lawful, because they 
do not “divide the hoof". Undivided hoof therefore is the correct interpretation. These three animals, unlawful 
to the Jews, are lawful in Islam. Cf. 4:160. 


971. In Leviticus, (7:23) it is laid down that “ye shall eat no manner of fat, of ox, or of sheep, ar of goat.” 
As regards the exceptions, it is to be noticed that priests were enjoined (Leviticus, 7:6) to cat of the fat in 
the trespass offering, which was considered holy, cz., “the rump” (back and bone) “and the fat that covereth 
the inwards” (entrails). (Leviticus, 7:5) 
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Be turned back. Spe gent 


148. Those who give partners iSi; oo i aac, oe 


(To Allah) will say: 


“lf Allah had wished, ve “sit gst ~s* 
We should not have nes Gtulslay 
Given partners to Him, ‘= Ses SR 
Nor would our fathers: oe SING hy; 
Nor should we have had*’? ad ee Es dee 
Any taboos.” So did =< NS 85 < 
Their ancestors argue , AF 

Falsely, until they tasted Yr 14 Ce Brvail 2 
Of Our wrath. Say: cbt 13 gm aglow 


“Have ye any (certain) od (jes. ae 
Knowledge? If so, produce Woe Posy peiepmic hej 
It before us. Ye follow 
Nothing but conjecture: tees) Wea STR $< 
Ye do nothing but lie.” Ore fe YAN ob oe Vox ate 
= 
149. Say: “With Allah is the 4e, atts tt 27.2 
argument*”* = (aah sis & 

That reaches home: if it had 6 rehehe pram ft 
Been His Will, He could naa l SO AGIE 5h 
Indeed have guided you all.” 

150. Say: “Bring forward your &Y Seat r4 hae ole jp Ki} 

witnesses 

To prove that Allah did 4 467 248 
Forbid so and so.” If they sry pom asl N45 
Bring such witnesses, + 32 343 44 3 
Be not thou amongst them:*’* a W5b4,3 ob 
‘Nor follow thou the vain 5 tay “, 
Desires of such as treat NK, lags 
Our Signs as falsehoods, 
And such as believe not 5 Jone BY “Ay Rine i Sie 





"972. As used by the Pagans, the argument is false, for it implies (a) that men have no personal responsibility, 
(b) that they are the victims of a Determinism against which they are helpless, and (c) that they might therefore 
go on doing just what they liked. It is also inconsistent, for if (b) is true, (c) cannot be true. Nor is it meant 


to be taken seriously. 


973. Ox the other hand, the argument cuts true and deep, as from Allah to His creatures. Allah is 
Omnipotent, and can do all that we can conceive. But He, in His Plan, has given man some responsibility 
and some choice in order to train man's will. If man fails, he is helped in various ways by Allah's mercy and 
grace. But man cannot go on sinning, and in a state of sin, expect Allah to be pleased with him (6:147) 


974. The Pagan superstitions were of course baseless, and in many cases harmful and debasing. If Allah) 
name was taken as supporting them, no true man of God could be taken in, or join in support simply because 
Allah’s name was taken in vain. 
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In the Hereafter: for they IY CUMIN. 14 
Hold others as equal Haw igs ehaa oTl 
With their, Guardian-Lord.*’* 


C, 82. —Allah’s commands are not irrational 
(6:151-165.) ‘Taboos, but based on the moral law; 
And ‘conformable to reason. His Way 
Is the straight Way, of justice and truth. 
In unity and faith must we dedicate 
All our life to His service, and His 
Alone, to Whom we shall return. 


SECTION 19. 














151. Say: “Come, IT will rehearse 
What Allah hath (really)?”* 
Prohibited you from’: join not 
Anything as equal with Him; 
Be good to your parents; 

Kill not your children 

On a plea of want—We 
Provide sustenance for you 
And for them —come not 
Nigh to shameful deeds, 
Whether open or secret; 
Take not life, which Allah 
Hath made sacred, except 
By way of justice and law:*’’ 
Thus doth He command you, 
That ye may learn wisdom. 
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152. And come not nigh 
To the orphan's property, 


PIES & 


975. Cf 6:1. Allah, who created and who cherishes and cares for all, should have the first claim on our 
attention. Those who set up false gods fail to understand Allah's true governance or their own true destiny, 


976. Instead of following Pagan superstitions, and being in constant terror of imaginary taboos and 
prohibitions, we should study the true moral law, whose sanction is Allah's Law. The first step is that we should 
recognise that He is the One and Only Lord and Cherisher. The mention of goodness to parents immediately 
afterwards suggests: (1) chat Allah's love of us and care for us may—on an infinitely higher plane — be understood 
by our idea) of parental love, which is purely unselfish; (2) that our fira duty among our fellow creatures 
is to our father and mother, whose love leads us to the conception of divine love. Arising from that is the 
conception of our converse duties to our children. Allah provides sustenance (material and spiritual) not only 
for us, but for them; hence any custom like the Pagan custorn of sacrificing children to Moloch sands condemned. 
Then come the moral prohibitions against Jewdness and all unseemly acts, relating to sex or otherwise. open 
or secret. This is followed by the prohibition of killing or fighting. All these things are conformable to our 
own interests, and therefore true wisdom from our own point of view. 


977. For the comprehensive word, hagg, | have used the two words, “justice and law’: other significations 
implied are: right, truth, what is becoming, etc. It is not only that human life is sacred, but all life is sacred. 
Even in killing animals for food, a dedicatory formule “in the namie of Allah” has to te emploped; to make 
it lawful: see n. 698 to 5:4 and n. 962 to 6:138. 


Sirah 6; Al Anfim 


Except to improve it, 

Until he attains the age 

Of full strength; give measure 
And weight with (full) justice — 
No burden do We place 

On any soul, but that 

Which it can bear... 
Whenever ye speak, speak justly, 
Even if a near relative 

Is concerned; and fulfil 

The Covenant of Allah:*?* 
Thus doth He command you, 
That ye may remember, 


153. Verily, this is My Way 
Leading straight: follow it; 
Follow not (other) paths: 
They will scatter you about 
From His (great) Path; 

Thus doth He command you, 
That ye may be -righteous.*”* 


154. Moreover, We gave Moses 
The Book, completing 

(Our favour) to those 

Who would do right, 

And explaining all things’*® 
In detail—and a guide 

And a mercy, that they 
Might believe in the meeting 
With their Lord. 


SECTION 20. 


155. d this is a Book 
hich We have revealed 


As a blessing: so follow it 
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978. Cf, 5:1 and-n. 682, 


979. Note again the refrain with variations, in 6:15], 152 and 153. In verse 15), we have the moral law, 
which it is for.our own good to follow: “Thus doth He command you, that ye may learn wisdom.” In verse 
152, we have to deal justly and rightly with others; we are apt to think too much of ourselves and forget others: 
“Thus. doth He command you, that ye may. remember,’ In verse 155 our attention is called to the Straight 
Way, the Way of Allah, the only Way that leads to righteousness; “Thus doth He command you, that ye may 


be righteous.” 


980, The revelation to Moses went into the details of people's lives, and thus served as a practical guide 
to the Jews and after them to the Christians, Admittedly the Message delivered by Christ dealt with general 
principles only and in no way with details, The message of Islam as in the Qur'an is the next complete guide 


in point of time after that of Moses. 
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And be righteous, that ye 
May receive mercy; 


156. Lest ye should say: 

“The Book was sent down 
To two Peoples before us, 
And for our part, we 
Remained unacquainted*' 
With all that they learned 
By.assiduous study;” 


157. Or lest ye should say: 

“If the Book had only 

Been sent down to us, 

We should have followed 

Its guidance better than they.” 
Now then hath come 

Unto you a Clear (Sign)** 
From your Lord—and a guide 
And a mercy: then who 
Could do more wrong 

Than one who rejecteth 
Allah's Signs, and turneth 
Away therefrom? In good time 
Shall We requite those 


Who turn away from Our Signs, 


With a dreadful penalty, 
For their turning away. 


158. Are they waiting to see 
If the angels come to them, 
Or thy Lord (Himself), 
Or certain of the Signs 
Of thy Lord! 

The day that certain 

Of the Signs of thy Lord 
Do come, no good 

Will it do to a soul®** 
To believe in them then, 
If it believed not before 
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981. Because the diligent studies of the earlier People of the Book were in languages foreign to the new 
People of Islam, or because they were meant for circumstances different from those of the new world after Islam. 


982. The Qur'an and the life and the teaching of Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah. 


985. There is no merit in faith in things that you are compelled to acknowledge when they actually happen. 
Faith is belief in things which you do not see with your eyes but you understand with your spiritual sense: 
if your whole will consents to it, it results in deeds of righteousness, which are the evidence of your faith (Cf 10:20). 
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159. 


160. 


161. 


162. 


Nor earned righteousness 
Through its Faith. Say: 
“Wait ye: we too 

Are waiting."*** 


As for those who divide*** 
Their religion and break up 
Into sects, thou hast 


No part in them in the least: 


Their affair is with Allah: 
He will in the end 

Tell them the truth 

Of all that they did. 


He that docth good 

Shall have ten times 

As much to his credit: 

He that doeth evil 

Shall only be recompensed 
According to his evil:°** 
No wrong shall be done 
Unto (any of) them. 


Say: “Verily, my Lord 

Hath guided me to 

A Way that is straight — 

A religion of right— 

‘The Path (trod) by Abraham 
The true in. faith, 

And he (certainly) 

Joined not gods with Allah.” 


Say: “Truly, my prayer 
And my service of sacrifice, 
My life and my death, 

Are (all) for Allah, 


The Cherisher of the Worlds; 
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(Cf 


984. The waiting in the two cases is in quite different senses: the foolish man without faith is waiting 
for things which will not happen, and is surprised by the real things which do happen; the righteous man 
of faith is waiting for the fruits of righteousness, of which he has an assured hope; in a higher state of spiritual 
¢levation, even the fruits have no personal meaning to him, for Allah is to him All-in-Ally (Cf. 6:162 and 9:52), 


985. Drede therr religion: (farraqii) 1.¢., (1) make a distinction between one part of it and another, take 
the part which suits them and reject the rest; or (2) have religion one day of the week and the world the rest 
of the six days; or (3) keep “religion in its right place.” as if it did not claim to govern the whole life; make 
a sharp distinction between the secular and the religious, or (4) show a sectarian bias, seek differences in views, 
so as to break up the unity of Islam. 


986. Allah is just as well as genereous. To the good, the reward is multiplied ten times (1.¢., far above 
merits) on account of His generosity. To the evil, the punishment is no more than commensurate with their 
sin, and even so the door of mercy is always open to those who sincerely repent and show it by their conduct 


7:38). 
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163. No partner hath He: BAA HRA 25 
This am I commanded, ar A val dh oY GP 
And I am the first NY M404, 
Of those who bow acl IsTeh 
To His Will. 

164. Say: “Shall I seek APA EA RS 
For (my) Cherisher bows ail nel Se od 
Other than Allah, t< it eee 
When He is the Cherisher toOrPoyPs 
Of all things (that exist)? J°8 amp DSS 
Every soul draws the meed <> f) 
Of its acts on none**’ Ccpoug adi a ds 
But itself: no bearer (ae Y  y-it he 
Of burdens can bear “ph era Suet 
The burden of another. a 290 »)\9 277 


Your goal in the end 


Is towards Allah: He will tell 5 ea 5S ie 
TT. + , 7 


You the truth of the things 
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Inthe gifté He ‘hath ‘given you: REE 3 Sg 353 Gas 
For thy Lord is quick Atte credo 
In punishment: yet He vile nb o} 
Is indeed Oft-Forgiving, ziey pos dels 
Most Merciful. Po geal) 9 





987, The doctrine of personal responsibility again. We are fully responsible for our acts ourselves, we 
cannot transfer the consequences to someone else. Nor can anyone vicariously atone for our sins. If people 
have honest doubts or differences about important questions of religion, they should not start futile disputes. 
All will be clear in the end. Our duty here is to maintain unity and discipline. and do the duty that comes 
co us (Cf 16:25, 35:18, and 53:358-40), 


v 


988. Cf 2:30 and n., where I have translated “Khalifah” as “Vicegerent”, it being Allah's Plan to make 
Adam (as representing mankind) His vicegerent on earth. In C. 1, T have construed the same word by the 
word “Agent.” Another idea implied in “Khalifah” is that of “successor, heir, or inheritor,”” £e, one who has 
the ultimate ownership after the present possessors, to whom a life tenancy has been given by the owner, 
have passed away. In 15:25 occurs the striking word, “heirs” (warithiin), applied to Allah: “We give life and 
death, and We are the Heirs (or inheritors)” The same idea occurs in 3:180, where see n. 485, and 19:40 
The translation here attempts to express both the ideas which I understand from the original 
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INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 7—AL A‘RAF 


This Surah is closely connected, both chronologically and in respect of the argument, with 
the previous Sirah. But it expounds the doctrine of revelation and man’s spiritual history by 
illustrations from Adam onwards, through various Prophets, and the details of Moses’s struggles, 
to the time of the Prophet Muhammad, in whom Allah's revelation is completed, 


Summary.—The note, “learn from the past," is struck from the very beginning. The opposition 
of Evil to Good is illustrated by the story of Adam and Iblis. Arrogance leads to rebellion; the 
rebel is jealous and tempts the natural man, who is warned against deceit and all excess (7:1-51, 
and C. 83). 


If the warning is not heeded, the future penalties are indicated, while the privileges and 
the bliss.and peace of the righteous are shown in a picture of the Hereafter, as well as in the 
power and goodness of Allah in the world that we see around us (7:32-58, and C. 84). 


The story of Noah and the Flood, and the stories of Hid, Salih, Lot, and Shu‘ayb, all 
point to the lesson that the Prophets were resisted and rejected, but truth triumphed in the end, 
and evil was humbled, for Allah's Plan never fails (7:59-99, and C, 85). 


The story of Moses is told in greater detail, not only in his struggles with Pharaoh, but 
in his preparation for his mission, and his struggles with his own rebellious people. Even from 
the time of Moses, the coming of the unlettered Prophet was foreshadowed (7:100-157, and C. 86). 


. But the people of Moses frequently lapsed from Allah's Law as promulgated to them, and 
transgressed Allah's Covenant, and they were scattered through the earth in sections (7:158-171, 
and C, 87). 


The children of Adam have multiplied, but many of them have rejected truth and go by 
degrees to destruction in ways that they do not realise. The righteous listen to the Message of 
Allah, and serve Him in humility (7:172-206, and C. 88). 


C. 83.— Revelation should ease the difficulties 
(7:1-31.) Of heart and mind, for it tells 
. The story of man's spiritual past, 
And teaches the end of good and evil. 
Iblis fell from jealousy and arrogance, 
And Adam fell because he listened 
To his deceit. But Allah did grant 
In His Mercy gifts and guidance 
To. men, warned them against excess, 
And taught them moderation and justice. 
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Strah 7. 
Al A‘raf (The Heights) PN ome Sale 
In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, — Pay “. 
Most Merciful. dings sting : 
Alif Lam flim Sad. PaO! 

2. A Book revealed unto thee— a We oe 
So let thy heart be oppressed*** ss 'G) 
No more by any difficulty matct 3 
On that account — 4 > J IS ESSG 
That with it thou mightest 4 

Warn (the erring) and teach Rech Fal) A LEV sce 
The Believers. 

3. Follow (O men!) the revelation hee 2 Cat: “12 a 
Given unto you from your Lord, 5 pelt - © 
And follow not, as friends Bia 4 tony 
Or protectors, other than Him. — i 93 as 3 
Little it is ye remember penn h ec 
Of admonition,” SSE 

4. How many towns have We ce Siha533 bes. Fp EAST O! 
Destroyed (for their sins)? 

Our punishment took them sees wee 
On a sudden by night ach 
Or while they slept G- pe aif 


For their afternoon rest. 





989. This is a combination of four Abbreviated Letters. For Abbreviated Letters generally, see Appendix 
1 (at the end of Sirah 2). The combination here includes the three letters Ali{, Lam, Mim, which occurred 
at the beginning of Sirah 2, and are discussed in n. 25 to 2:1. 


The additional letter Sdd occurs in combination here and in Sirah 19, and by itself at che beginning 
of S, 38, and nowhere else, The factor common to §,.7,.5, 19, and S, $8 is that in-each case the core of the 
Sarah consists in the stories (qasas) of the Prophets. In this Sirah we have the stories of Noah, Hid, Salih, 
Lot, Shu'ayb, and Moses, leading up to Muhammad, and in S. 38, the stories of David, Solomon, and Job 
similarly lead up to Muhammad, occupying three out of the five sections. Sirah 19 consists almost entirely 
of such stories. Can we understand Sad to stand for qasas, of which it is the most characteristic letter? In 
this Sirah 7, we have also the spiricual history of mankind traced—the Beginning, the Middle, and the End, 
which, as explained in n) 25, might be represented symbolically by Ali/, Lam, Mim. If so, this Sirah, dealing 
with the Beginning, Middle, and End of man’s spiritual story, and illustrating it by the stories of the Prophets, 
might well be represented symbolically by the letters, Alf, Lam, Mim, Sad. But no one can be dogmatic 
about these symbols. (R). "ss 


990. Heart: in the original, breast. L-have used the word most appropriate to the English idjom. The 
meaning is that Al Mustafa is consoled for all the difficulties which he encountered in his mission, with the 
fact that he had clear guidance in the Book for his a 


991 This w'edihsa ta eeder theremin ‘high Het be puffed up with such little knowledge as they possessed, 
for there are great heights to be scaled in the spiritual kingdom. 
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5. When (thus) Our punishment TI Dr 8) od rr e- 7 
Took them, no cry Cah al es D 
Did they utter but this: 5 4 ? 
“Indeed we did wrong.”*** Ent CSEMIE TY 


6. Then shall We question SAAC S 


Those to whom Our Message 
Was sent and those by whom’* 


ral ted TOP ae eee’ 2 
We sent it. Gna Si ee GRAYS 


7. And verily We shall recount © ot Kee CRE 
Their whole story papple ‘ © 
With knowledge, for We — 
Were never absent al EIS, 
(At any time or place).°** 

8. The balance that day 0 744 sabe treed ecte- 
Will be true (to a nicety): ENS 5 SH ASSN 0) 
Those whose scale (of good) Toe Ne ate “ p>. 
Will be heavy, will prosper: Splitli vs Ay MAL; 5 


9. Those whose scale will be light, —s 27 Re ANS Fe oo Se oe 
Will find their souls Se MADE ERI 
In perdition, for that they 


O rel ete 4 4 74% 
Wrongfully treated Our Signs. SyeblalSe (bt pal 
10. ‘It is We Who have a a 
Placed you with authority a say © 
On earth, and provided Tier ee Re Pog 
You therein with means NSS BNI5 
For the fulfilment of your life:’” r at 2 
Small are the thanks So SESESUG, 2% 
S) ole 
That ye give! eng 





992. The spiritual aory of man begins with a prelude. Think of the towns and nations ruined by their 
iniquity. Allah gave them many opportunities, and sent chem warners and teachers. But they arrogantly went 
on in their evil ways, till some dreadful calamity came like a thief in the night and wiped our their traces. 
In a warm climate the disturbance in the heat of the midday rest is even more than the disturbance at night. 
lt was when the catastrophe came that the people realised their sins, but it was too late. 


995. In the final reckoning, the warners and teachers will give evidence of their preaching the truth, 
and the wicked will themselves have to acknowledge the truth. We picture it like a court scene, when the story 
is related, but the Judge knows all, even more than the parties can tell. 


9394. Allah (being All- Knowing ) is never absent from any place or at any time. for time and place are 
relative conceptions for our limited natures, while He is the Absolute, independent of such relative conceptions 
(R) 


995. That is, all the material things which are necessary to sustain, beautify, and refine life, as well as 
all those powers, faculties, and opportunities which are instrumental in bringing up life to a higher plane 
and preparing man for his high spiritual destiny, 
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SECTION 2. 

li. Ie is We Who created you Sorel cari $55 
And gave you shape;*%* 
Then We bade the angels (SAG v4 aod “155. 111 ae 
Bow down to Adam, and they \ Pena E CsAlNaty: 
Bowed down; not so Iblis; =e aly . 
He refused to be of those**’ eee ar 
Who bow down. 

12. (Allah), said: “What prevented nets seat ORCA MATE 


Thee from bowing down 


When I commanded thee?” 22 Ber 8-4 2 Fhe 
He said: “I am better gabe bas As | 
Than he: Thou didst create phesllAl 
Me from fire, and him from Ah owacales gb 
clay."*** » 
13. (Allah) said: “Get thee down SEL bab de op 


From this:** it is not 
For thee to be arrogant a4 25 Nal 356 
Here: get out, for thou a Solel 

Art of the meanest (of 


creatures).” Ova) \s 6gest 


14, He said: “Give me respite Ace a tee 
Till the day they are 5 pang sp dyajbsl IG qup 
Raised up.” 
15. (Allah) said: “Be thou 4 te PE. Lae oe 
Amongst those who have pla) eb} Ji ©) 
respite. "00 





996. Shape or form must be interpreted not only to refer to the physical form) which changes day by 
day, but also the various forms or shapes which our ideal and spiritual existence may take from time to time 
according to our inner experiences: Cf 82:8. It was after Adam (as standing for all mankind) had been 0 
taught that the angels were asked to bow down to him, for, by Allah's grace, his status had actually been raised 
higher. Note the transition from “you” (plural) in the first clause to “Adam” in the second cause: Adam and 
mankind are synonymous: the plural is reverted to in 7:14, 16-18 (Cf 40:64). (R). 


997. Iblis not only refused to bow down: he refused to be of those who bowed down. In other words 
he arrogantly despised the angels who bowed down as well as man to whom they bowed down and he was 
in rebellion against Allah for not obeying His order. Arrogance, jealousy, and rebellion were his triple crime. 


998. Notice the subtle wiles of Iblis: his egotism in putting himself above men, and his falsehood in ignoring 
the fact that Allah had not merely made man’s body from clay, but had given him spiritual form —in other 
words, had taught him the nature of things and raised him above the angels, 


999. “This”: the situation as it was then—a rebellious creature impertinent to His Creator, At every step 
Iblis falls lower: arrogance, jealousy, disobedience, egotism and untruth. 


1000. Are there others under respite? Yes, Iblis has a large army of wicked seducers, and those men who 
are their dupes. For though degradation takes effect at once, its appearance may be long-delayed 
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16. He said: “Because Thou Sts 36 & 
Hast thrown me out'®*! 
Of the Way, lo! I will ree ~G dete 
Lie in wait for them An abe po ee 


On Thy Straight Way: 


17. “Then will I assault them A - - ea I3 I2 & 
- From before them and behind ecclos 
them, ve 
From their right and their left: Sls ae eh odie sy 
Nor wilt. Thou. find, Ldalityie % 
In most of them, Ak C4) - 
Gratitude (for Thy mercies)" Sei ae; 
3 “ 

18. (Allah) said; “Get out Kose Tee MG 
From this, disgraced ? att eel © 
And expelled. If any By -s Sse 
Of them follow thee— SOY oindin5 
Hell will 1 fill ae gee 
With you all. nl SA 

‘ od wee - 47 Sours 

19. “@® Adam! dwell thou! 3 oS 
And thy wife in.the Garden, oS BES, Le FEO 

~, And enjoy’ (its good things) (Gis: here a < 


As ye wish: but approach not 
This tree, or ye run 


Into harm and transgression.” Seal BSS sii |e 


20. Then began Satan’*” to whisper 8%, oP oS 78% 
Suggestions to them, CA SSE NI p55 © 
In order to reveal to them 





1001, Another instance of Ibiis’s subtlety and falsehood. He waits till he gets the respite. Then he breaks 
out into a lie and impertinent defiance. The lie i in suggesting that Allah had thrown him out of the Way, 
in other words misled him; whereas his own conduct was responsible for his degradation. The defiance is in 
his setting snares on the Straight Way to which Allah directs men. Iblis now falls a step lower than the five 
“eps mentioned in on. 999. His siath step is defiance. 


1002. The assault of evil is from all sides. It takes advantage of every weak point, and sometimes even 
our good and generous sympathies are used to decoy us into the snares of evil. Man has every reason to be 
grateful co Allah for all His loving care and yet man in his folly soni his gratitude and does the very opposite 
of what he should do (Cf 17:61-65), 


1003. Now the story turns to man. He was placed in a spiritual Garden of innocence and bliss. but it 
was Allah's Plan to give him a limited faculty of choice. All that he was forbidden to do was to approach 
the Tree, but he succumbed ¢o Satan's suggestions. (R). 


1004, Enjoy: literally, “eat!” Cf the meaning of tauma in 6:14, mn. 847 and akala in 5:66. n. 776 


1005. The transition from the name “Iblis” to the name “Satan” is similar to that in 2:36, where it is 
explained in n, 52. 
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21. 


22. 


23. 


24. 


25. 


349 


Their shame’®* 

That was hidden from them 
(Before): he said: “Your Lord 
Only forbade you this tree, 
Lest ye should become angels 
Or such beings as live forever.” 


And he swore to them 
Both, that he was 
Their sincere adviser. 


So by deceit he brought about 

Their fall: when they 

Tasted of the tree 

Their shame became manifest 

To them, and they began 

To sew together the leaves 

Of the Garden over their 
bodies. 

And their Lord called 

Unto them: “Did I not 

Forbid you that tree, 

And tell you that Satan 

Was an avowed 

Enemy unto you?” 


They said: “Our Lord! 

We have wronged our own 
souls: 

If Thou forgive us not 

And bestow not upon us 

Thy Mercy, we shall 

Certainly be lost.” 


(Allah) said: “Get ye down, 
With enmity between yourselves. 
On earth will be your 

dwelling-place 
And your means of livelihood — 
For a time.” 


He said: “Therein shall ye 
Live, and therein shall ye 
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1006. Our first parents as created by Allah (and this applies to all of us) were innocent in matters material 
as well as spiritual. They knew no evil. But the faculty of choice, which was given to them and which raised 
them above the angels, also implied that they had the capacity of evil, which by the training of their own 
will, they were to reject. They were warned of the danger. When they fell, they realised the evil) They were 
(and we are) still given the chance, in this life on a lower plane, to make good and recover the lost status 
of innocence and bliss. 
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Die; but from it shall ye coer Sd 
Be taken out (at last). EASE 5 S55 
SECTION 3. 

26. ® ye Children of Adam! N35 251 ats, 
We have bestowed raiment!** f GEO 
Upon you to cover > S'eF ne 
Your shame, as well as KS} op poll sae 
To be an adornment to you. 70,3 par, ite S 
But the raiment of esl) ys Sy) 

righteousness — § 
That is the best. 1% Cig ee 
Such are among the Signs sie EBs ne cls 
Of Allah, that they ae % ot ae of 
May receive admonition! by, 

27. O ye Children of Adam! 4 sed {*z Siu, 
Let not Satan seduce you, Sethe Qe “so 
In. the same manner as'°°* ae eo breque 
He got your parents out Ler Reodlo Soles WS 


Of the Garden, stripping them 


Of their raiment, to. expose Asc eosat S43 ea 6) 


Their shame: for he 


And his tribe watch you pare ieee AY eer re 
From a position where ye we PU 9 9 OOP, 
Cannot see them: We made os oki aiiited 

The Evil Ones friends sugnadeaese cet: i 


(Only) to those without Faith. 





1007. Cf this whole passage about Adam with the passage in 2:50-39, and with other passages in subsequent 
Strahs. In places the words are precisely the same, and yet the whole argument is different. In each case it 
exactly fits the context. In S. 2, the argument was about the origin of man. Here the argument is a prelude 
to his history on earth, and so it continues logically in the next section to address the Children of Adam, 
and goes on afterwards with the story of the various prophets that came to guide mankind. Truth is one, but 
its apt presentment in human words shows a different facet in different contexts. 


1008. There is a double philosophy of clothes here, to correspond with the double signification of verse 
20 above, as explained in n. 1006, Spiritually, Allah created man “bare and alone” (6:94): the soul in its naked 
purity and beauty knew mo shame because it knew no guilt: after it was touched by guilt and soiled by evil, 
its thoughts and deeds became its clothing and adornments, good or bad, honest or meretricious, according 
to the’inner motives which gave them colour. So in the case of the body: it is pure and beautiful, as long 
as it is not defiled by misuse; its clothing and ornaments may be good or meretricious, according to the motives 
in the mind and character; if good, they are the symbols of purity and beauty; but the best clothing and 
ornament we could have comes from righteousness, which covers the nakedness of sin, and adorns us with 
virtues. (R), 


1009, That is, by fraud and deceit—by putting you off your guard and telling lies. Adam's story here 
becomes an introduction to the later spiritual history of mankind; 7:20-22, In the Garden, Satan's deceit stripped 
off their raiment of honour and innocence. In this life, on a lower plane, he seeks to strip us of the raiment 
of righteousness. And he can take up positions on a vantage ground of worldly power or influence or riches, 
in which he and his confederates are not seen in their true colours. They may assume a fair-seeming disguise 
of disinterested friendship or high motives of patriotism or public spirit, or loyalty to ancestors, when beneath 
it there is nothing but spite and selfishness 
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That is shameful, they say: 


“We found our fathers Ao Vee Aas tr a ee ee 
Doing so"; and “Allah he lai ola Vole bates 
Commanded we thus:” ie erty pide d es 
Say: “Nay, Allah never elem ALY ols 
Commands what 6 shameful; =f 
Do ye say of Allah AT as ie, eae 
What ye know not?” Soy levls Sei 

29. Say: “My Lord hath commanded eee cee eae 
Justice; and. chat ye set bodh oct Je oO 
Your whole selves. (to-Him)!*"" ye, 


At every time and place n Jee SES shpat 


Of prayer, and call upon Him, 


‘a 
Making your devotion sincere rales eel bee Te se A ole =— 
As in His sight: cpl al nals a yh aly ee 
Such as He created you!" RAS Sono 6 
In the beginning, so O20 hoa 
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TOG. Fer usath, see el? and nm, U4. Our devotion should be sincere, notas-in other men’s wiphe. hat 
by presenting our whole selves, heart.and soul, to Allah, Evenao, it may not be enough; for the sight of aur 
heart and soul may be fauley, We should call wpon Aliah to give ue the light, by which our sincerity may 
commend dich! to Him as true alacecity “asin Hib sight’. 


W, Gf 684. Our sincerity should be real sincerity adic Aid sighe, for when we petuirn to Him, we shall 
be stripped af all pretence, even-such eclf-deception as may satisfy usin this life (eee also 29:65 and 31-32). 


TOS. Guidance is forall) But in same it taker effect; in others the doors are closed against it, because 
they have taken Evil for their friend. {Ff they have lost their way, they have richly desetved tt: for they deliberately 
took their choice, even though. 'in thet self-righiconsnesa, they may think thar their ain is their virtue. and 
thar thelr Evilis thelr Good (O/' 96:7 and 17:16). t 


WHS. Beautiful apparei cinaAy adornments ot apparel for beauriful living: construed co mean not only 
elothes that add grace to! the wearer, “but toilet and cleanliness, attention to hair, and other amall personal 
details which ino self-respecting man or woman ought to neglect when going solemnly even before a great human 
digmiary, if only out of respecte for the dignity af the occasion: How much mote important itis to attend 
to these deailé when we solemnly apply Gur mindy to the Presence of Allah: But the cCaittion against excess 
applies: men Tmust not go to prayer in-silks or omiumenu appropriate to women. Similarly sober food, good 
and whalesome, is notte be divorced from offices cf religion; only the caution against excess applies strictly. 
A dirty, unkept, slovenly Fagrr could mot claim sanctity im Iilam. (IK). 
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Of prayer: eat and drink: ips isk 9 hoes SiG Vie 
But waste not by excess, yung B4 “AN 
For Allah loveth not the wasters. ignpndhe LYA|y, 3 


C. 84.—Allah has forbidden the things 

(7:32-58.) That are evil, not those that are good, 
For these were created for man’s 
Enjoyment. The transgressors 
Are those who reject Allah's Signs. 
They will have no share in the Bliss 
Of the Hereafter. But the righteous 
Will dwell in Peace, and the Hope 
That was promised will be theirs, 


SECTION 4. 

32. Say: Who hath forbidden 66 we Gr or tt 
The beautiful (gifts) of Allah" se oS &) 
Which He hath produced 2 ron 4s 
For His servants, <2 CP'S | 
And the things, clean and pure, eee are 
(Which He hath provided) 35 Nex cbs 
For sustenance? 23] Vest 4 
Say: They are, in the life Srl MiP ot, & 
Of this world, for those wali owad 
Who believe, (and) purely'®* by pesos >) > rots 
For them on the Day Avall » ie! 

« Of Judgement. Thus do We ‘ oa cs “ 
Explain the Signs in detail Sonen egihis OSS TONS 
For those who understand. s 2 

$3. Say: The things that my Lord ae hy eeeaa ta 
Hath indeed forbidden are:!* St BIG FS oi 


Shameful deeds, whether open 





1014. Asceticism often means the negation of art and beauty, it has no necessary sanctity attached to it 


1015. The beautiful and good things of life are really meant for, and should be the privilege of those 
with faith in Allah. If they do not always have them in this life, and if there is sometimes the semblance of 
others having them who do not deserve them, let us at least consider the matter in another light. Our Faith 
in Allah's wisdom is unshaken and we know that these are but fleeting and mixed types of the chings in the 
spiritual world, Their pure counterparts in the spiritual world will be only for those who proved, in all the 
trials of this world, that they had faith. 


1016. The forbidden things are described in four categories; (1) what is shameful of unbecoming; the 
sort of things which have also legal and social sanctions, not of a local but of a universal kind; they may be 
called offences against society; (2) sins against self and trespasses or excesses of every sort; these are against 
truth and reason; here would come in indiscipline, failure in doing intangible duties not clearly defined by 
law; selfishness or self-aggrandisement, which may be condoned by custom and not punished by law, etc.; 
(3) erecting fetishes or false gods; this is treason against the true God; and (4) corrupting religion by debasing 
superstitions, etc. 
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Or secret; sins and trespasses 
Against truth or reason; assigning 
Of partners to Allah, for which 
He hath given no authority; 
And saying things about Allah 
Of which ye have no knowledge. 
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34. To every People is a term'®” 
Appointed: when their term 
Is reached, not an hour 
Can they cause delay, 
Nor (an hour) can they 
Advance (it in anticipation). 
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35. O ye Children of Adam! 
Whenever there come to you 
Messengers. from amongst you, 
Rehearsing My Signs unto you— 
Those who are righteous 
And mend (their lives) — 

On them shall be no fear 
Nor shall they grieve. 


36. But those who reject 
Our Signs and treat them 
With arrogance — they 
Are Companions of the Fire 
To dwell therein (forever)! . 
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37, Who is more unjust 
Than one who invents 
A lie against Allah 
Or rejects His Signs? 
For such, their portion'®* 
Appointed must reach them 
From the Book (of Decrees): 
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1017. People: ummah. I do not know whether “generation” would not be more appropriate here. If so, 
it would refer to the Time-Spirit, for it affects a whole number of people living contemporancously, and while 
we deal grammatically with a group, we really have in mind the individuals composing the group. Anyway, 
the lesson is what is suggested in the following verses. There is only a limited time for an individual or for 
a group of people (Cf 10:49). If they do not make good during that time of probation, the chance is lost, 
and it cannot come again. We cannot retard or advance the march of time by a single hour or minute. (“Hour” 
in the text expresses an indefinite but short period of time.) 


1OI7A. (Cf 2:167, 39:72, and 40:76) 


1018, It must not be supposed that the rebels against Allah would at once be cut off in this life for their 
sins. They will get the portion allotted to them, including the good things of life and the chance of repentance 
and reformation, during their probationary period on this earth. During that period they will have a full 
run. After that period expires, they will be called to account. They will themselves see chat the false things 

in which they put their trust, were false, and they will confess their sin, but it will be too late. 
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Until, when Our messengers 
(Of death) arrive and take 
Their souls, they say: 
“Where are the things 
That ye used to invoke 
Besides Allah?” 

They will reply, “They 
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Have left us in the lurch,” 
And they will bear witness 
Against themselves, that they 
Had rejected Allah. 


About the first: “Our Lord! 
It is these that misled us: 
So give them a double 
Penalty in the Fire,” 

He will say: “Doubled'*” 


For all”; but this 2 9<°e4 oBe 
Ye do not understand. ve YMG 


39. Then the first will say 
To the last: “See then! 
No advantage have ye 
Over us; so taste ye 
Of the Penalty for all 
That ye did!"''2¢ 


Into the Fire, Saith the last 
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1019. The earlier generations committed a double crime: (1) their own sins, (2) the bad example they 
set for those that followed. We are responsible not only for our own misdeeds, but for those which our example 
and our teaching to our juniors may induce them to commit. But it does not lie in the mouth of the junion 
to ask for a double punishment for seniors: the motive is not justice, but pure spite, which is itself a sin. Further, 
the later generations have to answer for two things: (1) their own sins, and (2) their failure to learn from the 
past, from the experiences of those who preceded them. They should have an advantage in this respect, being 
“in the foremost files of Time.” but they did not learn. Thus there was nothing to choose between the earlier and 
later generations in the matter of guilt. But how few people understand this! (C/ 11:20, 25:69, 33:68, and 58:61) 





In 6:160, we were told that good was rewarded tenfold, but evil was punished according to its guilt, in 
perfect justice. This verse is in no way inconsistent with it. Two crimes must have a double penalty. (R) 


1020. Wrongdoers have really no sense of honour towards cach other “Honour among thieves” is an 
exceptional, not an ordinary, experience. In real life, guilt and crime are apt to indulge in mean spite and 
bitter recriminations against accomplices. 
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40. 


41. 


42. 


43. 


SECTION 5. 


To those who reject 

Our Signs and treat them 
With arrogance, no opening 
Will there be of the gates 

Of heaven, nor will they 

Enter the Garden, until 

The camel can pass 

Through the eye of the needle: 
Such is Our reward 

For those in sin. 


For them there is 

Hell, as a couch 

(Below) and folds and folds 
Of covering above: such 

Is Our requital of those 
Who do wrong. 


But those who believe 
And work righteousness — 
No burden do We place 
On any soul, but that 
Which it can bear— 
They will be Companions 
Of the Garden, therein 
To dwell (forever). 


And We shall remove 
From their hearts any 
Lurking sense of injury—°! 
Beneath them will be 
Rivers flowing— and they 
Shall say: “Praise be to Allah, 
Who hath guided us 

To this (felicity): never 
Could we have found 
Guidance, had it not been 
For the guidance of Allah: 
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1021, Aman who may have suffered or been disappointed may have a lurking sense of injury at the back 


of his mind, which may spoil his enjoyment on account of past memory intruding in the midst of felicity. 
In such cases memory itself is pain. Even sorrow is intensified by memory; as Tennyson says, ‘A sorrow's crown 
of sorrows is remembering happier things.” But that is in this our imperfect life. In the perfect felicity of the 
righteous, all such feelings will be blotted out. No “heartaches” then and no memories of them! The clouds 
of the past will have dissolved in glorious light, and no past happiness will be comparable with the perfect 
happiness which will have then been attained. Nor will any sense of envy or shortcoming be possible in that 
perfect bliss. 
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48. 
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50. 


Will be men 

Who would know everyone 
By his marks: they will call 
Out to the Companions 


Of the Garden, “Peace on you”: 


They will not have entered, 
But they will have 
An assurance (thereof). 


When their eyes!°** shall be turned 


Towards the Companions 
Of the Fire, they will say: 
“Our Lord! send us not 
To the company 

Of the wrongdoers.” 


SECTION 6. 


Che men on the Heights 
Will call to certain men 
Whom they will know 

From their marks, saying:'°?’ 
“Of what profit to you 

Were your hoards and your 
Arrogant ways? 


“Behold! are these not 
The men whom you swore 
That Allah with His Mercy 
Would never bless? 

Enter ye the Garden: 

No fear shall be on you, 
Nor shall ye grieve.” 


The Companions of the Fire 
Will call to the Companions 
Of the Garden: “Pour down 
To us water or anything 
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note, 


1026, Therr eyes: according to interpretation (2) of the last note, 


"their" would refer to the people whose 
fate has not yet been decided, and the speech would be theirs; according to interpretations (1) and ($) in that 


“their” would refer to ‘the Companions of the Garden, who would realise the terrible nature of hell, 


and express their horror of it. 1 prefer the latter, Then the mention of the “men on the Heights” and their 
speech in verse 48 comes in naturally as a different kind of speech from a different kind of men. 


1027. This speech is in three parts: (1) the last lines of this verse are addressed to the Companions of 


the Fire, reminding them (as a bench of judges might speak to a prisoner) of the futility of their wealth and 
riches and arrogance in their earthly life; (2) the second part, in the first half of verse 49, recalls to. their 
minds how false was their contempt of the good but lowly men who are now to be the inheritors of Heaven: 
and (3) the latter part of verse 49, “enter ye the Garden” is addressed to the Blessed, to give them a welcome 
to their state of felicity. 
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52. 


53. 


That Allah doth provide 


For your sustenance.” 


They will say: “Both 
These things hath Allah forbidden 
To those who rejected Him —*?* 


“Such as took their religion 

To be mere amusement 

And play, and were deceived 
By the hfe of the world.” 

That day shall We forget them'*** 
As they forgot the meeting 

Of this day of theirs, 

And as they were wont 

To reject Our Signs. 


For We had certainly 
Sent unto them a Book, 
Based on knowledge, 
Which We explained 

In detail—a guide 

And a mercy 

To all who believe. 


Do they just wait 


For the final fulfilment 


Of the event? On the day 

The event is finally fulfilled !**° 
Those who disregarded it 
Before will say; “The Messengers 
Of our Lord did indeed 

Bring true (tidings). Have we 
No intercessors now to intercede 
On our behalf? Or could we 


Be sent back? Then should we 
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1028. The Companions of the Fire will thirst for water and not get it, and for sustenance which will not 


be theirs, while the Companions of the Garden will have the crystal waters of the springs and rivers and they 
will enjoy the bliss of Allah's Countenance, which will be their supreme nourishment and the fruit of their 
life of probation and seeking. These things will not be transferable. Cf also $7:41-47, 37:41-47, 47:15, and 
62-67. (R). 


129. 


“Forgetfulness” may be involuntary, from a defect of memory, or figuratively, a deliberate turning 


away from, or ignoring of, something we do nor want, as when we say in an argument, “you! conveniently 
forget that so-and-so is so-and+so!! Here the latter kind is meant) If men deliberately ignored the Hereafter 
in spite of warnings, can they expect to be received by Allah, Whom they themselves rejected? (Cf 9:67 and 45:34). 


1030. If those without faith want to wait and see what happens in the Hereafter, they will indeed learn 


the truth, but it willbe too late for them to profit by iv'then. All the false ideals and false gods which they 
put their trust upon will leave them in the larch. If they thought that the goodness or greatness of others 
would help them, they will beundeceived onthe day when their personal responsibility will be enforced. There 
will be no salvation except on their own record. How they will then wish that they had another chance! But 
their chance will be gone (Cf 10:39 and $2:14). 
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1031. A sublime verse, comparable to the Throne Verse, 2:255. The Creation in six Days is of course 
metaphorical. In 45:14, the “Days of Allah” refer not so much to time as to the growth in us of a spiritual 
sense, a sense of sin and a sense of Allah's Mercy. In 22:47, we are told that a Day in the sight of Allah is 
dike a thousand years of our reckoning, and in 70:4, the comparison is with 50,000 of our years. In the history 
of our material earth, we may reckon six great epochs of evolution. The significance of the figure sex will 
be discussed in connection with 41:9-12, where the matter is referred to in more detail, : 


, 


4 

1032. Here, we are told of the creation of the Heavens and the Earth in six days. But lest we should be 
obsessed with the Jewish idea that Allah rested on the seventh day, we are told that the Creation was buta 
prelude to Allah's work: for His authority is exercised constantly by the laws which He establishes and enforces 
in all parts of His Creation. The beautiful imagery of night and day seeking out cach other in rapid succession 
isstill further enforced in the Arabic by the double accusative of the verb yughshi, showing the mutual interactions 
of the day and the night, each covering the other in curn. The Heavenly bodies show an order which is evidence 
of His constant care and government. Not only that, but it is only He Who creates, maintains, and governs, 
and no one else, (R). 


1033. In prayer, we must avoid any arrogance or show or loudness, or vanity of requests or words. Lf excess 
is condemned in all chings, it is specially worthy of condemnation when we go humbly before our Lord—we 
poor creatures before the Omnipotent, Who knoweth all. 
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1034. The man who prays with humility and earnestness finds the ground prepared by Allah for his spiritual 
advancement. It is all set in order, and cleared of weeds. He does not, like the wicked, upset that order, to 
introduce evil or mischief into it. 


1035, (Cf 30:46), Fear and longing: the fear of Allah is really a fear lest we should diverge from His 
Will, or do anything which would not be pleasing to Him: unlike ordinary fear, it therefore brings us nearer 
to Allah, and in fact nourishes our longing and desire for Him, 


1036. The Parable is complete in its triple significance. (1) In the physical world the winds go like heralds 
of glad tidings; they are the advance guard, behind which is coming a great army of winds driving heavily 
laden clouds before it; the wise Providence of Allah is their General, who directs them towards a parched 
land, on which the clouds deliver their giaddening showers of mercy, which convert the dead land mto a living, 
fertile, and beautiful land bearing a rich harvest (Cf 25:48). (2) In the spiritual world, the winds are the 
great motive forces in the mind of man, or in the world around him, that bring the douds or instrumens 
of Allah's Mercy, which descend and fertilise souls hitherto spiritually dead, (5) Lf we can see or experience 
such things in our life here below, can we doubt the resurrection? 


1037. The triple parable explained im the last note is here continued. (1) In the physical world, the fertilising 
showers of rain yield a rich harvest on good soil, but bad soil yields little or nothing, (2) In the, spiritual 
world, also, Allah's Mercy evokes no response in some souls which have chosen evil. (5) fn the final reckoning. 
though all will be raised, not all will achieve the fulfilment of their lives. 
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1088. Those who are grateful are those who joyfully receive Allah's Message, and respond to it by deeds 
of holiness and righteousness. 


1039. The story of Noah in greater detail will be found in 6:25-49, Here the scheme is to tell briefly 
the stories of some of the Prophets between Noah and Moses, and lead up thus to a lesson for the contemporaries 
of the Prophet Muhammad himself. When Noah attacked the wickedness of his generation, he was laughed 
at for a madman, for he mentioned the Great Day to come in the Hereafter. Allah's retribution came soon 
afterwards —the great Flood, in which his unbelieving people were drowned, but he and those who believed 
in him and came into the Ark were saved, 


Stirah 7: Al A‘raf 


62. 


63. 


65. 


66. 


“I but fulfil towards you 

The duties of my Lord's mission: 
Sincere is my advice to you, 
And I know from Allah 
Something that ye know not. 


“Do ye wonder that 

There hath come to you 

A message from your Lord, 
Through a man of your own 
People, to warn you— 

So that ye may fear Allah 
And haply receive His Mercy 


. But they rejected him, 


And We delivered him, 
And those with him 

In the Ark: 

But We overwhelmed 

In the Flood those 

Who rejected Our Signs. 
They were indeed 

A blind people! 


SECTION 9. 


To the ‘Ad people'**° 
(We sent) Hud, one 

Of their (own) brethren: 
He said: “O my people! 
Worship Allah! ye have 
No other god but Him. 
Will ye not fear (Allah)?" 


The leaders of the unbelievers 
Among his people said: 


362 


GIS GBI 


cis Sch SAS 


35 °F 


SpA SS GIS a 


pS SAZENGD 


4 a A 
1 a 4 - ar ar “ef 
DSS es SER) 

- Jos 42,2 42-- 


Os) Dials |e 


Svor Fe sstse 
aS EET 
Ses fre 7 ae 


Na) | Sens Cpls 


- 


4 6 ie 
Sua Ret 5 Si 
a ed 


7344 oer fe, 
Oss Wal sane 9) 4 


2413 AS MINI 


1040. The ‘Ad people, with their prophet Hild, are mentioned in many places. See especially 26:125-140, 
and 46:21-26. Their story belongs to Arabian tradition. Their eponymous ancestor “Ad was fourth in generation 
from Noah. having been a son of ‘Aus, the son of Aram, the son of Sim, the son of Noah. They occupied 
a large tract of country in Southern Arabia, extending from ‘Umin at the mouth of the Persian Gulf to 
Hadramawt and Yemen at the southern end of the Red Sea. The people were tall in stature and were great 
builders, Probably the long, winding tracts of sands (ahqa@f) in their dominions (46:21) were irrigated with 
canals. They forsook the true God, and oppressed their people. A three-year famine visited them, but yet 
they took no warning. At length a terrible blast of wind destroyed them and their land, but a remnant, known 
as the second “Ad or the Thamiid (see below) were saved, and afterwards suffered a similar fate for theif sins 

The tomb of the Prophet Hid (gabr Nabi Hid) is still traditionally shown in Hadramiit, latitude 15'N 
and longitude 4914*E, about 90 miles north of Mukalla. There are ruins and inscriptions in the neighbourhood 
See "Hadramit. Some of its Mysteries Unveiled,” by D. van der Meulen and H. von Wissmann, Leyden, 1952. (R). 
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1041, The past tense may be understood in three ways. (1) A terrible famine had already afflicted the 
‘Ad as a warning before they were overwhelmed in the final blast of hot wind (see the last note), (2) The terrible 
insolence and sin into which they had fallen was itself a punishment. (3) The prophetic past is used, as much 
as to say: “Behold! I see a dreadful calamity; it is already on you!” 
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1042. Why dispute over names and imaginary gods, the inventions of your minds? Come to realities. If 
you ask for the punishment and are waiting in insolent defiance, what can | do but also wait?—in fear and 
trembling for you, for I know that Allah's punishment is sure! (Cf, 53:25). 


1043, The [hamid people were the successors to the culture and civilisation of the ‘Ad people, for whom 
see n. 1040 and 7:65 above. They were cousins to the ‘Ad, apparently a younger branch of the same race. 
Their story also belongs to Arabian tradition, according to which their eponymous ancestor Thamid was a 
son of ‘Abir (a brother of Aram), the son of Sim, the son of Noah. Their seat was in the northwest corner 
of Arabia (Arabia Petraea), between Madinah and Syria. It included both rocky country (A#jr, 15:80), and 
the spacious fertile valley (Wad!) and plains country of Qura, which begins just north of the City of 
Madinah and was traversed by the Hijaz Railway. When the Holy Prophet in the 9th year of the Hijrah led 
his expedition to Tabuk (about 400 miles north of Madtnah) against the Roman forces, on a reported Roman 
invasion from Syria, he and his men came across the archaeological remains of the [hamid. The recently 
excavated rock city of Petra, near Ma‘an, may go back to the Thamiid, though its architecture has many features 
connecting it with Egyptian and Graeco-Roman culture overlaying what is called by European writers Nabatacan 
culture, Who were the Nabataeans? They were an old Arab tribe which played a considerable part in history 
after they came into conflict with Antigonus 1 in $12 B.C. Their capital was Petra, but they extended their 
territory right up to the Euphrates. In 85 B.C. they were lords of Damascus under their king Hiritha (Aretas 
of Roman history). For some time they were allies of the Roman Empire and held the Red Sea littoral. The 
Emperor Trajan reduced them and annexed their territory in A.C. 105. The Nabataeans succeeded the Thamiid 
of Arabian tradition. The Thamiid are mentioned by name in an inscription of the Assyrian King Sargon, 
dated 715 B.C., as a people of Eastern and Central Arabia (Encyclopaedia of Islam). See also Appendix VII 
to S. 26. 

With the advance of material civilisation, the [hamid people became godless and arrogant, and were 
destroyed by an earthquake, Their prophet and warner was Salih, and the crisis in their history is connected 
with the story of a wonderful she-camel: see next note. 
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1044. The story of this wonderful she-camel, that was a sign to the [hamid, is variously told in tradition 
We need not follow the various versions in the traditional story. What we are told in the Qur'an is: that (1) 
she was a Sign or Symbol, which the Prophet Salih, used for a warning to the haughty oppressors of the poor; 
(2) there was scarcity of water, and the arrogant or privileged classes tried to prevent the access of the poor 
or their cattle to the springs, while Salih intervened on their behalf (26-155, 54:28); (3) like water, pasture 
was considered a free gift of nature, in this spacious earth of Allah (7:73), but the arrogant ones wied to monopolise 
the pasture also; (4) this particular she-came! was made a test case (54:27) to see if the arrogant ones would 
come to reason; (5) the arrogant ones, instead of yielding to the reasonable rights of the people, hamstrung 
the poor she-camel and slew her, probably secretly (91:14, 54:29); the cup of their iniquities was full, and 
the [hamid people were destroyed by a dreadful earthquake, which threw them prone on the ground and 
buried them with their houses and their fine buildings. 


1045. As usually happens in such cases, the Believers were the lowly and the humble, and the oppressors 
were the arrogant, who in selfishly keeping back nature's gifts (which are Allah's gifts) from the people, were 
deaf to the dictates of justice and kindness. Salih took the side of the unprivileged, and was therefore himself 
attacked 


1046. Notice the relation between the question and the answer. The godless chiefs wanted to discredit 
Salih, and put a personal question, as much as to say, “Is he not a liar?” The Believers took back the issue 
to the higher plane, as much as to say, “We know he is a man of Allah, but look at the justice for which 
he is making a stand: to resist it is to resist Allah". The answer of the godless was to reject Allah in words, 
and in action to commit a further act of cruelty and injustice in hamstringing and killing the she-camel, at 
the same time hurling defiance at Salih and his God. 
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1047_ The retribution was not long delayed. A terrible earthquake came and buried the people and destroyed 
their boasted civilisation. The calamity must have been fairly extensive in area and intense in the terror it 
inspired, for it is described (54.31) as a “single mighty blast” (sayhatan wahidatan), the sort of terror-inspiring 
noise which accompanies all big earthquakes. 


1048, Salih was saved by Allah's mercy as a just and righteous man. His speech here may be either a 
parting warning, or it may be a soliloquy lamenting the destruction of his people for their sin and folly, 


1049. Lit is the Lot of the English Bible. His story is biblical, but freed from some shameful features 
which are a blot on the biblical narrative, (¢.g., see Gen. 19:30-36 and n. 1575 to 11:78). He was a nephew 
of Abraham, and was sent as a Prophet and warner to the people of Sodom and Gomorrah, cities utterly 
destroyed for their unspeakable sins. They cannot be exactly located, but it may be supposed that they were 
somewhere in the plain east of the Dead Sea. The story of their destruction is told in the 19th chapter of 
Genesis. Two angels in the shape of handsome young men came to Lot in the evening and became his guess 
by night. The inhabitants of Sodom in their lust for unnatural crime invaded Lot's house but were repulsed 
In the morning, the angels warned Lot to escape with his family. "Then the Lord rained upon Sodom and 
upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the Lord out of heaven; and He overthrew those cities, and all the 
plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and that which grew upon the ground. But his wife looked back 
from behind him, and she became a pillar of salt.” (Gen, 19:24-26). 

Note that Lut’s people are the people to whom he is sent on a mission. He was not one of their own 
brethren, as was Salih or Shu'ayb. But he looked upon his people as his brethren (50:13), as a man of God 
always does 
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1050. An instance of the withering sarcasm that hardened sinners use against the righteous. They wound 
with words, and follow up the insult with deeds of injustice, thinking that they would bring the righteous 
into disgrace. But Allah looks after His own, and in the end, the wicked themselves are overthrown when 
the cup of their iniquity is full. (Cf 29:29) 

1051. In the biblical narrative she looks back, a physical act (see n. 1049): here she is a type of those 
who lag behind, £¢. whose mental and moral attitude, in spite of their association with the righteous, is to 
hark back to the glitter of wickedness and sin (Cf $7:135). The righteous should have one sole objective, the 
Way of Allah. They should not look behind, nor yet to the right or the left. 


1052 The shower is expressly stated in Q. 11:82 to have been of stones. In 15.75-74, we are told that there 
was a terrible blast or noise (sayhah) in addition to the shower of stones. Taking these passages into consideration 
along with Gen. 19:24. (see n. 1049 above), I think it is legitimate to translate: “a shower of brimstone.” 


1053. “Madyan” may be identified with “Midian” Midian and the Midianites are frequently mentioned 
in the Old Testament. though the particular incident here mentioned belongs to Arab rather than to Jewish 
tradition. The Midianites were of Arab race, though, as ncighbours of the Canaanites, they probably intermixed 
with them. They were a wandering tribe; it was Midianite merchants to whom Joseph was sold into slavery, 
and who took him to Egypt. Their principal cerritory in the time of Moses was in,the northeast of the Sinai 
Peninsula, and east of the Amalekites. Under Moses the Israclites waged a war of extermination against them: 
they slew the kings of Midian, slaughtered all the males, burnt their cities and castles, and captured their 
cattle (Num. 31:7-1l), This sounds like total extermination. Yet a few generations afterwards, they were so powerful 
that the Israelites for their sins were delivered into the captivity of the Midianites for seven years: both the 
Midianites and their camels were without number: and the Israclites hid from them in “dens caves. and 
strongholds” (Judges 7:1-6). Gideon destroyed them again, (Judges 7:1-25), say about two centuries after Moses. 
As the decisive battle was near the hill of Moreh, not far south of Mount Tabor, we may localise the Midianites 
on this occasion in the northern parts of the Jordan valley, at least 200 miles north of the Sinai Peninsula. 

This and the previous destruction under Moses were local, and mention no town of Midian. In later times 
there was a town of Madyan on the east side of the Gulf of ‘Aqaba. It is mentioned in Josephus, Eusebius, 
and Ptolemy: (Encyclopaedia of Islam). Then it disappears from geography. In Muslim times it was a revived 
town with quite a different kind of population, but it never flourished. The Midianites disappeared from history. 
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1054. Shu'ayb belongs to Arab rather than to Jewish tradition, to which he is unknown. His identification 
with Jethro, the father-in-law of Moses, has no warrant, and I reject it. There is no similarity cither in name 
or incidents, and there are chronological difficulties (see 1064 below). If, as the Commentators tell us, Shu'ayb 
was in the fourth generation from Abraham, being a great-grandson of Madyan (a son of Abraham), he would 
be only about a century from the time of Abraham, whereas the Hebrew Bible would give us a period of 
four to six centuries between Abraham and Moses. The mere fact that Jethro was a Midianite and that another 
name, Hobab, is mentioned for a father-in-law of Moses in Num. 10:29, is slender ground for identification. 
As the Midianites were mainly a nomad tribe, we need not be surprised chat their destruction in one or two 
settlements did not affect their life in wandering sections of the tribe in other geographical regions. Shu'ayb’s 
mission was apparently in one of the settled towns of the Midianites, which was completely destroyed by an 
earthquake (7:91). If this happened in the century after Abraham, there is no difficulty in. supposing that 
they were again a numerous tribe three or five centuries later, in the time of Moses (see last note), As they 
were a mixed wandering tribe, both their resilience and their eventual absorption can be casily understood. 
But the destruction of the settlement or settlemens (if the Wood or Ayka was a separate settlement, see n. 
2000 to 15:78) to which Shu’ayb was sent to preach was complete, and no traces of it now remain. 


The name of the highest mountain of Yemen, Nabi Shu'ayb (11,000 ft.) has probably no connection with 
the geographical territory of the nomad Midianites, unless we suppose that their wanderings extended so far 
south from the territories mentioned in the last note, 
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1055. The Midianites were in the path of a commercial highway of Asia, vez,, that between two such 
opulent and highly organised nations as Egypt and the Mesopotamian group comprising Assyria and Babylonia. 
Their besetting sins are thus characterised here: (1) giving short measure or weight, whereas thé strictest 
commercial probity is necessary for success, (2) a more general form of such fraud, depriving people of rightful 
dues, (3) producing mischief and disorder, whereas peace and order had been established (again in a literal 
as well as a metaphorical sense); (4) not content with upsetting settled life, taking to highway robbery, literally 
as well as (5) metaphorically, in two ways, viz., cutting off people from access to the worship of Allah, and 
abusing religion and picty for crooked purposes, 1.¢., exploiting religion itself for their crooked ends, as when 
aman builds houses of prayer out of unlawful gains or ostentatiously gives charity out of money which he 
has obtained by force or fraud, ete. After setting out this catalogue of besetting sins Shu'ayb makes two appeals 
to the past: (1) You began as an insignificant tribe, and by Allah's favour you increased and multiplied in 
numbers and resources; do you not then owe a duty to Allah to fulfil His Law? (2) What was the result in 
the case of those who fell into sin? Will you not take warning by their example? 

So Shu’ayb began his argument with faith in Allah as the source of all virtue, and ended it with destruction 
as the result of all sin. In the next verse he pleads with them to end their controversies and come to Allah. 


1056. Madyan is torn by internal conflict. Shu‘ayb comes as a peacemaker, not in virtue of his own wisdom, 
but by an appeal co the truth, righteousness and justice of Allah. As we see later, the real motives of his opponents 
were selfishness, arrogance, violence, lawlessness, and injustice. But he appeals to their better nature, and is 
prepared to argue on the basis that the party which wants to suppress those who believe in Allah's Message 
and in righteousness, has some sincere mental difficulty in accepting Shu'ayb’s mission. “If!” he says to them, 
“that is the case, do you think it justifies your intolerance, your violence, or your persecution? On the contrary, 
events will prove by themselves who is right and who is wrong,” Tb the smal! band who believe in his mission 
and follow his teaching, he would preach patience and perseverance. His argument to them would be: “You 
have faith; surely your faith is strong enough to sustain you in the hope that Allah's truth will triumph in 
the end; there is no cause for despair or dejection.” 

How exactly these past experiences fit the times of our Holy Guide Muhammad! And itis for that analogy 
and that lesson that the stories of Noah, Hiid, Salih, Lit, and Shu‘ayb are related to us—all difterens, and 
yet all pointing to the great lessons in Muhammad's life. 


1057. See the argument in the last note. Allah's decision may come partly in this very life, either for the 
same generation or for succeeding generations, by the logic of external events. But in any case it is bound 
to come spiritually on a higher plane eventually, when the righteous will be comforted and the sinners will 
be convinced of sin from their own inner conviction. 


1058. The gentle, all-persuasive arguments of Shu'ayb fell on hard hearts, Their only reply was: “Turn 
him out! — him and his people.’ When courtesy and a plea for toleration are pitted against bigotry, what room 
is there for logic? But bigotry and unrighteousness have their own crooked ways of pretending to be tolerant. 
“O yes!" they said, "we are very tolerant and long-suffering! But we are for our country and religion. Come 
back to the ways of our fathers,.and we shall graciously forgive youl" “Ways of their fathers!'—they meant 
injustice and oppression, highhandedness to the poor and the weak, fraud under cover of religion, and so 
on! Perhaps the nghteous were the poor and the weak. Were they likely to love such ways? Perhaps there was 
implied a bribe as well as a threat. “If you come back and wink at our iniquities, you shall have scraps of 
prosperity thrown at you. If not, out you go-in disgrace!” 
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1059. The answer of the righteous is threefold. (1) “Coming back is all very well. But do you mean tha 
we should practise the vices we detest?” (2) “You want us to lie against our consciences and our Lord, after 
we have seen the cyil of your ways,” (5) Neither bribes nor threats, nor specious appeals to patriotism or ancestral 
religion can move us: the matter rests with Allah, Whose will and pleasure we obey, and on Whom alone 
we rely, His knowledge will search out all your specious pretences.” 





1060. This of course, does not mean that anyone can ever return to evil ways with Allah's consent: Shu‘ayb 
has already emphatically repudiated the idea of returning “to your ways after Allah hath rescued us therefrom” 
But even if their ways had been good, the human will, he goes on to say, has no data to rely upon, and be 
and his followers would only be guided by Allah's Will and Plan. 


1061, Having answered the insincere quibblers among the godless, the righteous turn to Allah in earnest 
prayer, The endless controversies in this world about abstract or speculative things never end even where both 
sides are sincere in their beliefs. The decision must be taken to Allah, Who sits on the throne of Truth. and 
Whose decisions will, therefore, be free from the errors and imperfections of all human judgement. The sincere 
have nothing to fear in the appeal to Him, as their motives are pure. 


1062. The answer of the Unbelievers is characteristic. As all their bribes and subtleties have failed, they 
tesort to threats, which are worse than the argument of the stick. “All right,” they say, “there is nothing ber 
ruin before you!” That means that the Believers will be persecuted, held up to obloquy, ostracised, and prevented 
from access to all means of honourable livelihood; their families and dependants will be insulted, reviled, 
and tortured, if they could but be got into the enemy's power; their homes destroyed, and their names held 
up to ridicule and contempt even when they are gone. But, as verse 92 says, their wicked designs recoiled 
on themselves: it was the wicked who were ruined and blotted out. 
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1068. The fate of the Madyan people is described in the same terms as that of the Thamifd in verse 78 
above. An earthquake seized them by night, and they were buried in their own homes, no longer to vex Allah's 
earth. But a supplementary detail is mentioned in Q. 26:189, “the punishment of a day of overshadowing 
gioom,” which may be understood to mean a shower of ashes and cinders accompanying a volcanic eruption. 
Thus a day of terror drove them into their homes, and the earthquake finished them. The lament of Shu'ayb 
in verse 95 is almost the same as that of Salih in verse 79, with two differences: (1) Shu'ayb's messages attacked 
the many sins of his people (see n. 1055) and are, therefore, expressed in the plural, while Salih's fight was 
chiefly against selfish arrogance, and his message is expressed in the singular; (2) the [hamid were the more 
cultured people of the two, and perished in their own pride; as Salih said, “ye love not good counsellors’; 
the Midianites were a rougher people, and their minds were less receptive of argument or faith; as Shu'ayb 
said, they were a people who “refused to believe.” 


_ 1064, Can we get any idea of the chronological place of the destruction of the Midianites? In n. 1055 
(3:85) we have discussed the geographical aspects. The following considerations will help us in getting some 
idea of their period: (1) The stories of Noah, Hiid, Salih, Lit, and Shu‘ayb seem to be in chronological order. 
Therefore Shu'ayb came after Abraham, whose nephew Lit was; (2) If Shu'ayb was in the fourth generation 
from Abraham, (see 11:89, n. 1590), it would be impossible for him to have been a contemporary of Moses, 
who came many centuries later —this difficulty is recognised by Ibn Kathir and other classical commentators; 
(8) The identification of Shu’ayb with Jethro the father-in-law of Moses is without warrant; see n. 1054 (7:85); 
(4) Shu'ayb must have been before Moses; see 7:103; (5) The Midianites who were destroyed by Moses and 
by Gideon after him (n. 1053) were local remnants, as we may speak of the Jews at the present day; but their 
cristence as a nation in theiy original homelands seems to have ended before Moses: “they became as if they 
had never been in the homes where they had flourished" (7:92); (6) Josephus, Eusebius, and Ptolemy mention 
atown of Madyan, but it was not of any importance (n. 1053); (7) After the first centuries of the Christian 
era, Madyan as a town appears as an unimportant place resting on its past. . 
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1065. Man was originally created pure, The need of a Prophet arises when there is some corruption and 


iniquity, which he is sent to combat. His coming means much trial and suffering, especially to those who 


join him in his protest against wrong, Even so peaceful a Prophet as Jesus said: “I came not to send peace 
but a sword” (Matt. 10:34). But itis all in Allah's Plan, for we must learn humility if we would be worthy of Him. 


1066. Allah gives enough rope to the sinful. They grow and multiply, and become scornful. Neither suffering 
nor affluence teaches them the lessons which they are meant to learn, viz., patience and humility, gratitude 
and kindness to others. They take adversity and prosperity alike as a matter of chance. “O yes!" they say, “such 
things have happened in all ages! Our fathers had such experience before us, and our sons will have them 
after us. Thus goes on the world for all time!” But does it? What about the Plan of the Architect? They are 
found napping when Nemesis overtakes them in the midst of their impious tomfoolery! 


1067. This and the two following verses should be read together. They furnish a commentary on the sory 
of the five Prophets that has already been related. Allah's wrath may come by night or by day, whether people 
are arrogantly defying Allah's laws or are sunk in lethargy or vain dreams of unreality. Who can escape Allah’ 
Plan, and who can feel themselves outside it except those who are seeking their own ruin? 
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1068. This closes that chapter of the narrative which-deals with Prophets who were rejected by their own 
people, but who stood firm on Allah's message and were able to rescue a remnant, who believed. In each case 
there were special circumstances and special besetting sins, which have been explained in the notes. The nations 
which as a body could not be won over to Allah's Law perished, So far we have been dealing with the corruptions 
and iniquities within each nation. In the story of Moses we have first a struggle against the bondage of Egypt, 
one of the foremost powers then in the world, the rescue of the Israelites and their wanderings, and their 
proving themselves unworthy and being left to wander in a new sense when they rejected the new Prophet 
(Muhammad) who came to renew Allah's Message. 


1069. The stories which have been related should give a warning to present and future generations which 
have inherited the land, the power, or the experience of the past. They should know that if they fall into 
the same sins they will meet with the same fate: when through their contumacy their hearts are hardened, 
they do not listen to the advice that falls on their ears (Cf, 2:7 and.40;55), 
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1070. Those who have heard the Message and rejected it find it more difficult afterwards to retrace their 
steps. Evil has blocked the channels of Allah's grace to them. It begins with their breaking their Covenant 
with Allah; with each step afterwards they fall deeper and deeper into the mire (Cf 41:5). 


1071. The story of Moses is told in many places in the Holy Qur’Gn, with a special Jesson in each contert 
In 2:49-71, the story is an appeal to the Jews from their own scripture and traditions, to show their truc place 
in the religious history of mankind, and how they forfeited it. Here we have an instructive parallelism in that 
story to the story of Muhammad's mission—how both these men of Allah had to fight against (1) a foreign 
foe, arrogant, unjust, faithless, and superstitious, and (2) against the same class of internal foc among their 
own people. Both of them won through. In the case of Moses, the foreign foe was Pharaoh and his Egyptians, 
who boasted of their earlier and superior civilisation; in the case of the Prophet Muhammad the foreign foes 
were the Jews themselves and the Christians of his day, Moses led his people nearly to the Land of promise 
in spite of rebellions among his own people; Muhammad succeeded completely in overcoming the resistance 
of his own people by his own virtues and firmness of character, and by the guidance of Allah. What wasa 
hope when these Makkan verses were revealed became an accomplishment before the end of his life and mission 
on earth. 


1072. “Pharaoh” (Arabic, Firuwn) is a dynastic title, not the name of any particular king in Egypt. ir 
has been traced to the ancient Hieroglyphic words, Per-da, which mean “Great House.” The niin is an “infirm” 
letter added in the process of Arabisation. Who was the Pharaoh in the story of Moses? If the Inscriptions 
had helped us, we could have answered with some confidence, but unfortunately the Inscriptions fail us. It 
is probable that it was an early Pharaoh of the X VIIIth Dynasty, say Thochmes 1, about 1540 B.C. See Appendix 
IV, on Egyptian Chronology and Israel, printed at the end of this Sirah, 
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1075, Notice that Moses.in addressing Pharaoh and the Egyptians, claims his mission to be not from Aw 
God, or Ais peoples God but from “your Lord.” from “the Lord of the Worlds,” And his mission is not to 
his people only: “I come unto you (Egyptian people) from your Lord.” The spirit of our version is entirely 
different from the spirit of the same story as told in the Old Testament, (Exod. chapters 1-15). In Exod, $:18, 
the mission of Moses is expressed to be as from “the Lord God of the Hebrews” 

The essence of the whole Islamic story is this: Joseph's sufferings and good fortune were mot merely a 
sory in a romance. Joseph was a prophet; his sufferings and his subsequent rise to power and position in Egypt 
were to be a lesson (a) to his wicked brothers who sold him into slavery, (b) to his people who were stricken 
with famine and found a welcome in Egypt, and (c) to the Egyptians, who wete arrogant over their high material 
civilisation, but had yet to be taught the pure faith of Abraham. Israel prospered in Egypt, and stayed there 
perhaps two to four centuries. (Renan allows only one century). Times changed, and the racial bigotry of 
the Egyptians showed its head again, and Israel was oppressed. Moses was raised up with a threefold mission 
again (a) to learn all the learning of the Egyptians and preach Allah's Truth to them as one who had been 
brought up among themselves, (b) to unite and reclaim his own people, and (c) to rescue them and lead them 
to a new world, which was to open out their spiritual horizon and lead them to the Psalms of David and the 
glones of Solomon. 


1074. The ensuing dialogue shows the psychology on the two sides. Pharaoh is sitting in his court, with 
his ministers and chiefs around him. In their arrogance they are only amused at the effrontery and apparent 
revolt of the Israelite leaders, and they rely upon their own superior worldly power, aided by the magic which 
was a part of the Egyptian religion. Confronting them stand two men, Moses with his mission from Allah, 
and his brother Aaron who was his lieutenant. They are confident, not in their owmpowers, but in the mission 
they had received. The first thing they have to do is to act on the subjective mind of the Egyptians, and by 
methods which by Allah's miracle show that Egyptian magic was nathing before the true power of Allah. 

1075. The serpent played a large part in Egyptian mythology, The great sun-god Ra won a great victory 
over the serpent Apophis, typifying the victory of light over darkness. Many of their gods and goddesses took 
the forms of snakes to impress their foes with terror, Moses’s rod as a type of a serpent at once appealed to 
the Egyptian mentality. The contempt which the Egyptians had entertained in their minds before was converted 
into terror. Here was someone who could control the reptile which their great god Ra himself had such difficulty 
in overcoming! (Cf 20:20). 


1076. But the second Sign displayed by Moses was even more puzzling to the Egyptians. Moses drew out 
his hand from the folds of the garments on his breast, and it was white and shining as with divine light! 
This was to counter any suggestions of evil, which the serpent might have created. This was no work of evil — of 
black magic, or a trick or illusion. His hand was transfigured — with a light which no Egyptian sorcerers could 
produce. In Islam the “white hand” of Moses has passed into a proverb, for a symbol of divine glory dazzling 
to the beholders. 
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1077. The two Signs had the desired effect on the Egyptians. They were impressed, but they judged them 
by their own standards. They thought to themselves, “These are ordinary sorcerers: let us search out our best 
sorcerers and show them that they have superior powers.” But like all worldly people, they began to fear for 
their own power and possessions. It was far from Moses’s intention to drive out the Egyptians from their own 
land, He merely wanted to end the Egyptian oppression. But the Egyptians had a guilty conscience, and they 
judged other people's motives by their own. They discussed the matter in counci] on quite wrong premises 


1078. The advice of the Council to Pharaoh shows a misreading of the situation. They were in a panic 
about what the magic of this evidently powerful sorcerer could do against them. So they advised the Pharaoh 
to summon their most powerful sorcerers from all over the country, and in the meantime to hold Moses and 
Aaron in suspense — neither to yield to them nor definitely to oppose them. The Prophets of Allah could well 
afford to wait. Time is always in favour of Truth. (R). 


1079. The most noted sorcerers of Pharaoh came. Their art was built up on trickery and imposture, and 
the first thing they could think of was to make a selfish bargain for themselves. The Pharaoh and his Council 
would, in their present state of panic, agree to anything. And so they did. Pharaoh not only promised them 
any rewards they desired if they foiled the strange power of these men, but he also promised them the highest 
dignities round his own person. And so the contest begins, with due observance of the amenities observed 
by combatants before they come to close grips. 
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1080. Moses and his brother Aaron were pitted against the most skillful magic-men of Egypt, ‘but they 
were calm and confident and let the magic-men have their innings first. Asis usual in this world, the magicians 
trickery made a great impression on the people, but when Moses threw his rod, the illusion was broken, and 
the falsehood was all shown up. In the Old Testament story (Exod. 7:10-12) it was Aaron that threw the rod, 
and he threw it before the magicians. Aaron's rod became a serpent. Then the magicians threw their rods, 
and they became serpents, but Aaron's rod swallowed up their rods. The story given to us is more dramatic 
and less literal. We are told in general terms that Moses first allowed the magic-men to play their tricks. The 
rod of Moses was the symbol of his authority. It must have been a simple shepherd’s crook with which he used 
to feed his flocks. With Allah's grace behind him, he was able to expose all false trickery and establish the Truth: 


1081. The proud ones of the Court— Pharaoh and his chiefs—were hard-hearted, and the exposure of 
the imposture only made them wreak their rage on those whom they could reach. On the other hand the 
effect on the humbler ones—those who had been made the dupes and instruments of the imposture—was 
quite different. Their conscience was awakened. They fell down to the ground in adoration of the Lord of 
the Worlds, and confessed their faith, 
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1082. Pharaoh and his Court were doubly angry: first because they were made to look small when confronted 
by the power of Allah, and secondly, because their dupes and instruments were snatched away from them. 
These men, the sorcerers, at once recognised the Signs of Allah, and in their case the mission of Moses and 
of the weak, and confessed the One true God. As usually happens, hardened sinners resent all the more the 
saving of any of their companions from sin and error. Judging other people's motives by their own, they accuse 
them of duplicity, and if they have the power, they take cruel revenge. Here the Pharaoh threatens the repentant 
sinners with the extreme punishment for treason and apostasy (cutting off of hands and feet, combined with 
an ignominious death on the cross, as in the case of the worst malefactors). But they remained firm, and 
prayed to Allah for patience and constancy. Probably their influence spread quietly in the commonality. 
Ultimately it appeared on the Throne itself, in the person of Amenophis IV about five or six generations 
afterwards, See Appendix V, on Egyptian Religion, printed at the end of this Sirah. 


1083. These Egyptians, by their patience and constancy, show that their repentance was cruc. Thus in 
their case the mission of Moses was fulfilled directly, and their number must have amounted to a considerable 
figure. They were martyrs to their faith, and their martyrdom affected their nation in two ways. In the firs 
place, as they were the pick of those who practised the false superstition in Egypt, their conversion and 
disappearance dealt a staggering blow to the whole system. Secondly, the indirect effect of their martyrdom 
on the commonalty of Egypt must have been far greater than can be measured by numbers. The banner of 
Allah was planted, and the silent spiritual fight must have gone on ever since, though history, in recording 
outward events, is silent on the slow and gradual processes of transformation undergone by Egyptian religion. 
From a chaotic pantheon of animals and animal gods, the worship of the sun and the heavenly bodies, and 
the worship of the Pharaoh as the embodiment of power, they gradually came to realise the oneness and mercy 
of the true God. After many glimpses of Monotheism on Egyptian soil itself, the Gospel of Jesus reached them, 
and eventually Islam. 
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1084. Pharaoh's order against the sorcerers was drastic enough, But his Council is not satisfied. What 
about Moses and the Israelites? They had a seeming victory, and will now be more mischievous than ever. 
They appeal to Pharaoh's vanity and his superstition and sense of power, “If you leave them alone,” they say, 
“where will be your authority? You and your gods will be defied!" Pharaoh has a ready answer, He was really 
inwardly cowed by the apparent power of Moses, He dared not openly act against him. But he had already, 
before the birth of Moses, passed a cunning order to destroy the whole people of Israel. Through the 
instrumentality of midwives (Exod. 1:15), all the male children were to be destroyed, and the fernales would 
then be for the Egyptians: the race of Israel would thus be at an end. This order was still in force, and would 
remain in force until the despised race was absorbed. Dut FEIPUER. chaning end wicker hed De Powe 
against Allah's Plan for those who had faith. See verse 129. 





1085. Notice the contrast between the arrogant tone of Pharaoh and the humility and faith taught by 
Moses. In the end the arrogance was humbled, and humility and faith were protected and advanced. 


1086. There is a slight note of querulousness in the people's answer. But Moses allays it by his own example 
and courage, and his vision of the future: which was amply fulfilled in time. See verse 147. 


1087. The Israelites, despised and enslaved, were to be rescued and made rulers in Palestine. David and 
Solomon were great kings and played a notable part in history. But the greatness of Israel was conditional; 
they were to be judged by their deeds. When they fell from grace, other people were given honour and power. 
And so it came to be the turn of the Arab race, and so on. Allah gives His gifts to those who are righteous 
and obey His Law. 
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1088. Their superstition ascribed the punishment of their own wickedness to some evil omen. They thought 
Moses and his people brought them ill-luck. They did not look within themselves to see the root of evil, and 
the cause of their punishment! So it happens in all ages. People blarne the righteous for something which 
they do, different from other men, instead of searching out their own lapses from rectitude, which are punished 
by Allah, (Cf 36:18-19). 


1089. A type of obstinacy and resistance to Allah's message. As they believed in sorcery and magic, they 
thought anything unusual was but sorcery and magic, and hardened their hearts against Truth 


1090. Tiifan = a widespread calamity, causing wholesale death and destruction. It may be a flood, or 
a typhoon, or an epidemic, among men or cattle. Perhaps the last is meant, if we may interpret by the Old 
Testament sory. See also Exod. 9:5. 9, 15, 12:29. 


1091. In 17:10), the reference is to nine Clear Signs. These are: (1) the Rod (7/107), (2) the Radiant Hand 
(7-108), (3) the years of drought or shortage of water (7:150), (4) short crops (7:150), and the five mentioned 
in this verse, viz. (5) epidemics among men and beasts, (6) locusts, (7) lice, (8) frogs, and (9) the water curning 
to blood. 


Sirah 7: Al A‘raf 381 Heist ges 


Were steeped in arrogance, A ok Hah Ae ree oe 
A people given to sin. —er FAR Sir ecens 
134. Every time the Penalty lites | een tater eet (23% 

Fell on them, they said: ile ~)\ ngabe as yl! 9 Srp 
“O Moses! on our behalf or AVOKAREH AA 
Call on thy Lord in virtue DRCIGG OFS AS 

Of His promise to thee: FOE EE ONE ETE 
If thou wilt remove fi eye ey Ws Hees - 
The Penalty from us, r wes ; “ 
We shall truly believe in thee, 8 ais ag 
And we shall send away ett: 
The Children of Israel Herne) 2.2 
With thee"! bes? 


135. But every time We removed (2225) hs oa 
The Penalty from them + =e Ls Ss 


According to a fixed term Z 42% ose 
Which they had to fulfil sealala salam II) 
Behold! they broke their word! 

136. So We exacted retribution Parsi hes: UC Sen 
From them: We drowned them'*** a Sp € amid . © 
In the sea, because they a es | Nha tal eK 
Rejected Our Signs, and failed Cae GEILE E1955; ah 


To take warning from them°** 


137. And We made a people, Se Rasta iF 
Considered. weak (and.of no pM eA S|} Gop 
account), oe AT 
Inheritors of lands ci pw | 





1092. The demand of Moses was two-fold: (1) come to Allah and cease from oppression, and (2) let me 
take Israel out of Egypt. At first it was laughed at and rejected with scorn. When the Plagues came for 
punishment, each time the Egyptans suffered, they promised amendment and begged Moses to intercede and 
cause the plague to cease. But every time it ceased, they went back to their evil attitude, until the final retribution 
came. This is a type of the sinner's attitude for all times. 


1098. The intercession of Moses was limited to prayer. Each plague or penalty had its appointed term 
in Allah's decree. That term was duly fulfilled before the plague ceased. Allah's law is firm; it doesnot vacillate 
like the human will, The intercession only meant two things: (1) that Allah's name was invoked and His presence 
duly brought home to the mind and heart of the sinner who promised repentance, and (2) that the sinner 
was given a further chance if the prayer was accepted. This again is a universal truth, 


1094. When at last Israel left Egypt, they selected, not the highway to Canaan, along the Mediterranean 
and by Gaza, because they were unarmed and would have encountered immediate opposition there, but by 
way of the wilderness of Sinai. They crossed the Red Sea, while Pharaoh's host which came in pursuit was 
drowned. Cf, 2:50. (R). 


1095. Where was the Council of Pharaoh held in which Moses addressed Pharaoh? Egypt's primary capital 
in the XVillth Dymasty was Thebes ( = No-Ammon), but that was more than 400 miles to the south of the 
Delta, in whose corner Israel dwelt; Memphis, on the apex of the Delta, a little south of where Cairo is now, 
was also over 100 miles from Israel's habitations. The interview must have been either in a Palace near Goshen, 
where the Israelites dwelt, or in Zoan ( = Tanis), the Deltaic capital built by a former dynasty, which was 
of course still available for the reigning dynasty, and which was not far from the Israelite settlement. 
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1096. Israel, which was despised, became a great and glorious nation under Solomon. He had goodly 
territdry, and was doubly-blest. His land and people were prosperous, and he was blessed with wisdom from 
Allah. His sway and his fame spread east and west. And thus Allah's promise to Israel] was fulfilled. Note 
that Syria and Palestine had once been under the sway of Egypt. At the same time the proud and rebellious 
Pharaoh and his people were brought low. The splendid monuments which they had erected with so much 
skill and pride were mingled with the dust. Their great cities —Thebes (or No-Ammon), Memphis (or Noph, 
sacred to the Bull of Osiris), and the other splendid cities, became as if they had not existed, and archacologiss 
have had to dig up their ruins from the sands. The splendid monuments— temples, palaces, tombs, statues, 
columns, and stately structures of all kinds — were buried in the sands. Even monuments like the Great Sphinx, 
which seem to defy the ages, were partly buried in the sands, and owe their rescue to the comparatively recent 
researches of archaeologists, As late as 1748 Richard Pococke in his Travels in Egypt (p. 41), remarked: “Most 
of those pyramids are very much ruined.” (R). 





1097, Who were these people? We are now in the Sinai Peninsula. Two conjectures are possible: (1) The 
Amalekites of the Sinai Peninsula were at perpetual war with the Israelites. They were probably an idolatrous 
nation, but we have very little knowledge of their cult; (2) From Egyptian history we know that Egypt had 
worked from very ancient times some copper mines in Sinai. An Egyptian settlement may have been here 
Like all mining camps it contained from the beginning the dregs of the population, When the mines ceased 
to be worked, the settlement, or what remained of it, must have degenerated further. Cut off from civilisation. 
its cult must have become still narrower, without the refining influences which a progressive nation applies 
even to its idolatry. Perhaps Apis, the sacred’ bull of Memphis, lost all its allegorical meaning for them, and 
only gross and superstitious rites remained among them. The text speaks of “some idols they had,” implying 
that they had merely a detached fragment of a completer religion. This was a snare in the path of the Israelites, 
whom many generations of slavery in Egypt had debased into ignorance and superstition. 
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1098, If conjecture 2 in the last note is correct, this idolatrous worship was but the fragment of a ruin 
from Egypt, and Moses's reproach is biting: “You, who have been rescued from the bondage of living Egypt do 
you hanker after the bondage of a dead cult debased even from that from which you have been rescued?” 

Mutabbar = broken in pieces, smashed into fragments, destroyed. 


1099. This is Allah's reminder to Israel through the mouth of Moses. There was a double trial: (1) while 


the bondage lasted, the people were to learn patience and constancy in the midst of affliction; (2) when they 
were rescued, they were to learn humility, justice, and righteous deeds of prosperity, 


1100. The forty nights’ communion of Moses with Allah on the Mount may be compared with the forty- 


day fast of Jesus in the wilderness before he took up his ministry (Matt. 4:2), and with the forty years of Al 
Mustafa’s preparation in life before he took up his Ministry. In cach case the Prophets lived alone apart from 
their people, before they came into the full blaze of the events of their Ministry. 


1101. When for any reason the man of God is absent from his people, his duty of leadership (k/slafah) 


should be taken up by his brother—not necessarily a blood-brother, but one of his society or brotherhood. 
The deputy should discharge it in all humility, remembering three things: (1) that he is only a deputy, and 
bound to follow the directions of his Principal, (2) that right and justice are the essence of power, and (3) 
that mischief gets its best chance to raise its head in the absence of the Principal, and that the deputy should 
always guard against the traps laid for him in the Principal's absence. 
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1102. Even the best of us may be betrayed into overweening confidence or spiritual ambition not yet justified 
by the stage we have reached. Moses had already seen part of the glory of Allah in his Radiant White Hand, 
that sHone with the glory of Divine light (7:108, n. 1076). But he was still in the flesh, and the mission to 
his people was to begin after the Covenant of Sinai. It was premature of him to ask to see Allah. 


1108. But Allah—the Cherisher of all His creatures—treats even our improper requests with mercy, 
compassion, and understanding. Even the reflected glory of Allah is too great for the grosser substance of 
matter. The peak on which it shone became as powder before the ineffable glory, and Moses could only live 
by being taken out of his bodily senses. When he recovered from his swoon, he saw the true position, and 
the distance between our grosser bodily senses and the true splendour of Allah's glory. He at once turned in 
penitence to Allah, and confessed his faith. Having been blinded by the excessive Glory, he could not see with 
the physical eye. But he could get a glimpse of the reality through faith, and he hastened to proclaim his 
faith, (Cf 59:21). (R). 


1104. ‘First to believe.” Cf. the expression “first of those who bow to Allah in Islam” in 6:14 and 6-163, 
“First” means here not the first in time, but most zealous in faith, It has the intensive and not the comparative 
meaning. 


1105. “Above (other) men”: ¢.¢. among his contemporaries. He had a high mission, and he had the honour 
of speaking to Allah. 


1106. Allah's revelation is for the benefit of His creatures, who should receive it with reverence and gratitude. 
While Moses was having these great spiritual experiences on the Mount, his people below were ungrateful 
enough to forget Allah and make a golden calf for worship (7:148). 
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1107. The Tablets of the Law contained the essential spiritual Truth, from which were derived the positive 
injunctions and prohibitions, explanations and interpretations, which it was the function of the prophetic office 
to hold up for the people to follow, The precepts would contain, as the Shariah does, matters absolutely 
prohibited, matters not prohibited but disapproved, matters about which there was no prohibition or injunction, 
but in which conduct was to be regulated by circumstances; matters of positive and universal duty, matters 
recommended for thos whose zeal was sufficient to enable them to work on higher than minimum standards, 
and matters which were sought by persons of the highest spiritual eminence. No soul is burdened beyond its 
capacity; but we are asked to seek the best and highest possible for us in conduct. 


1108. Notice the transition from the “We” of authority and honour and impersonal dignity, to the "Tl" 
of personal concern in specially guiding the righteous, (Cf 2:38). 


1109. There are two meanings, one literal and the other figurative. Literally. the homes of the wicked, 
both individuals and nations, lie desolate. as in the case of the ancient Egyptians, the ‘Ad, and the Thamid 
Figuratively, the “home” shows the inner and more intimate condition of people. Lit you are dazzled by the 
outward prosperity of the ungodly, examine their inner anguish and fear and insecurity, and you will thank 
Allah for His gracious guidance. 

ar 

10. The argument may be simplified thus in paraphrase. The right is established on the carth as Allah 
created it; Nature recognises and obcys Allah's law as fixed for each portion of Creation, But man, because 
of the gift of Will, sometisnes upsets this balance. The root-cause is his arrogance, as it was in the case of 
Iblis. Allah’s Signs are everywhere, but if they are rejected with scorn and blasphemy, Allah will withdraw 
His grace, for sin hardens the heart and makes it impervious to the truth, Want of faith produces a kind of 
blindness to spiritual facts, a kind of deafness to the warnings of a Day of Account, If we had contumaciously 


rejected faith. can we hope for anything but justice—the just punishment of our sins? (R) 


ML. Repected Our Signs: again a return to the Plural of impersonal Dignity and Authority, from the singular 
of personal concern in granting grace and guidance to the righteous, 
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12. The making of the golden calf and its worship by the Israclives during the absence of Moses on 
the Mount were referred to in 2:51 and some further details are given in 20:83-97. Notice how in each case 
only those points are referred to which are necessary to the argument in hand, A narrator whose object is 
mere narration, tells the story in all its details, and is done with it. A consummate artist, whose object is 
to enforce lessons, brings out each point in its proper place. Master of all details, he does not ramble, but 
with supreme literary skills, just adds the touch that is necessary in each place to complete the spiritual picture. 
His object is not a story bur a lesson. Here notice the contrast between the intense spiritual communion of 
Moses on the Mount and the simultaneous corruption of his people in his absence, We can understand his 
righteous indignation and bitter grief (7-150). The people had melted all their gold ornaments, and made 
the image of a calf like the bull of Osiris in the city of Memphis in the wicked Egypt that they had turned 
their backs upon. 





1113. Image of a Calf: Jasad is literally a body, especially the body of a man according to Khalil quoted 
by al Raghib. In 21:8 it is used obviously for the human body, as also in 38:34; but in the latter case, 
the idea of an image, without any real life or soul, is also suggested. In the present passage I understand 
many suggestions: (1) that it was a mere image, without life; (2) as such, it could not low, therefore 
the appearance of lowing, mentioned immediately afterwards, was a fraud; (3) unlike its prototype, 
the bull of Osiris, it had not even the symbolism of Osiris behind it; the Osiris myth, in the living 
religion of Egypt, had at least some ethical principles behind it. 


1114. The lowing of the golden calf was obviously a deception practised by the Egyptian promoten 
of the cult. Lytton in his “Last Days of Pompeii" exposes the deception practised by the priests of Isis. 
Men hidden behind images imposed on the credulity of the commonalty. 
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1115. Did ye make haste. . 


.? ‘In your impatience, could you not wait for me? Your lapse. into idolatry 
has only hastened Allah's wrath, If you had only waited, Iwas bringing to you in the Tablets the most excellent 
teaching in the commands of Allah! There is subtle irony in the speech of Moses. There is also a play upon 
words: ‘yl = calf; and ayila = to make haste: no translation can bring out these niceties. 


1116. Put down the Tablets: we are not told that the Tablets were broken: in fact 7:154 (below) shows 
that they were whole. They contained Allah's Message. There is a touch of disrespect (if not blasphemy) in 
supposing that Allah's MeSsenger broke the Tablets in his incontinent rage, ‘as is stated in the Old Testament: 
"Moses’s anger waxed hot, and he cast the tablets out of his hands, and brake them beneath the Mount.” 
(Exod, 32:10). On this point and also on the point that Aaron (in the Old Testament story) ordered the gold 
to be brought, made a molten calf, fashioned it with a graving tool, and built an altar before the calf, (Exod. 
$2:2-5), our version differs from that of the Old Testament. We cannot believe that Aaron, who was appointed 
by Allah to assist Moses as Allah's Messenger, could descend so low as to seduce the people into idolatry, whatever 
his human weaknesses might be. 


1117. Moses was but human. Remembering the charge he had given to Aaron (7:142) he had a just grievance 
at the turn events had taken. But he did not wreak his vengeance on the Tablets.of Allah's Law by breaking 
them. He laid hands on his brother, and his brother at once explained, (Cf 20:94), 


1118. Aaron's speech. is full of tenderness and regret..He addresses Moses as “son of my mother’ an 
affectionate term, He explains how the turbulent people nearly killed him for resisting them. And he states 
in the clearest terms that the idolatry neither originated with him nor had his consent. In 20:85 we are told 
that a fellow described as the Samiri had led them astray. We shall discuss this when we come to that passage. 


1119. As Moses was convinced that his brother was guiltless, his wrath was turned to gentleness. He prayed 
for forgiveness ~ for himself and his brother> for himself because of his wrath and for his brother because he 
had been unable to suppress idolatry among his people.‘And like a true leader that he is, he identifies himself 
with his heutenant for all that has happened. Even more, he identifies himself with his whole people in his 
prayer in verse 155 below. Herein, again, is a type of what the Holy Prophet Muhammad did for his people. 
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1120. The consequences were twofold: (1) spiritual, in that Allah's grace is withdrawn, and (2) even io 
the present life of this world, in that godly men also shun the sinner’s company, and he is isolated. 


T1121. Seventy of the elders were taken up to the Mount, but left at some distance from the place where 
Allah spoke to Moses. They were to be silent witnesses, but their faith was not yet complete, and they dared 
to say to Moses; “We shall never believe in thee until we see Allah in public” (2:55), They were dazed with 
thunder and lightning, and might have been destroyed but for Allah's mercy on the intercession of Moses 


1122. Rajfah: violent quaking, earthquake. | take it to refer to the same event as is described by the word 
S$a@tgah in 2:55, the thunder and lightning that shook the mountainside. 


1123... Moses was guiltless, but he identifies hirnself with his whole people, and intercedes with Allah on 
their behalf. He recognises that it was a trial; in which some of his people failed to stand the test. Such failure 
was worthy of punishment. But he pleads for mercy for such as erred from weakness and not from contumacy, 
and were truly repentant, although all who erred were in their several degrees worthy of punishment. 
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1124. Cf 2:26. 


1125, Allah's mercy is in and for all things. All nature subserves a common purpose, which is for the good 
of all His creatures, Our faculties and,our understandings are all instances of His grace and mercy. Each unit 
or factor among His creatures benefits from the others and receives them as Allah's mercy to itself; and in 
its turn, each contributes to the benefit of the others and is thus an instance of Allah's mercy to ‘them. His 
mercy is universal and all- pervasive; while His justice and punishment are reserved for those who swerve from 
His plan and (to use a medieval juridicial formula) go out of His Peace. 


1126. The personal grace and mercy—and their opposite — are referred to the singular pronoun “I”, while 
the impersonal Law, by which Allah's Signs operate in His universe, is referred to the plural pronoun of authority 


and dignity, “We 


1127. In this verse is a prefiguring, to Moses, of the Arabian Messenger, the last and greatest of the Messengers 
of Allah. Prophecies about him will be found in the Jawra@h and the /nfl, In the reflex of the Tawra@h as 
now accepted by the Jews, Moses says; “The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the 
midst of thee, of-thy brethren, like unto me” (Deut. 18:15); the only Prophet who brought a Shari‘ah 
like that of Moses was Muhammad al Mustafa; and he came of the house of Ismail, the brother of Isaac, 
the father of Israel. In the reflex of the Gospel as now accepted by the Christians; Christ promised another 
Comforter, (John 14:16): the Greek word Paraclete which the Christians interpret as referring to the Holy Spirit 
is by our Doctors taken to be Periclyte, which would be the Greek form of, Ahmad. See 61:6 and. 416 to 3:8), 
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" SECTION 20. 


158. Say: “O men! 1 am sent" seh gee a Gt i-Aty ot 
Unto you all, as the Messenger SiS 253) ~ OES Ip Soy 


Of Allah, to Whom bel oa, ee it rth i 
ah, ‘to om belongeth oy ait. ; aan ae s ‘ 


The dominion of the heavens 
And the earth: there is no god 


A- od ay aCe ford 
But He: it is He that giveth Saal ofS »~ TIVES 
Both life and death. So believe otontadad 
In Allah and His Messenger, A d9 ail \gueles 





1128, (Cf 13:5) AgAlal: plural of ghullun, a yoke, an iron collar. In the formalism and exclusiveness of 
the Jews there were many restrictions which were removed by Islam, a religion for freedom in the faith of 
Allah, of universality in the variety of races, languages, manners and customs. 


1129. Light which is sent down with him: the words are “with him", not “to him’) emphasising the fact 
that the Light which he brought illumines everyone who has the privilege of joining his great and universal 
Fellowship. 


1130... Falah = prosperity in its general sense as well as in its spiritual sense. In the general sense it means 
that right conduct is the only door to happiness and well-being. In the spiritual sense it means that Faith 
and its fruits (right conduct) are the only gates to salvation. 


1131, Our attention having been directed to various prophets, who were sent with missions to their several 
peoples, and in each of whose careers there is some prefigurement of the life of the last and greatest of them, 
we are now asked to listen to the proclamation of Muhammad's universal mission. We contemplate no longer 
after this, partial truths. It is not now a question of saving Israel from the bondage of Egypt, nor teaching 
Midian the ethics of business, nor reclaiming the people of L&t from sexual sin or Thamiid from the sin of 
oppression in power, or ‘Ad from arrogance and ancestor-worship. Now are set forth plainly the issues of Life 
and Death, the Message of Allah, the One Universal God to all mankind. 
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1182. “Unlettered," as applied to the Prophet here and in verse 157 above, has three special significations. 
(1) He was not versed in human learning; yet he was full of the highest wisdom, and had a most wonderful 
knowledge of the previous Scriptures, This was a proof of his inspiration. It was a miracle of the highest kind, 
a “Sign', which everyone could test then, and everyone can test now, (2) All organised human knowledge tends 
to be crystallised, to acquire a partial bias or flavour of some “school” of thought. The highest Teacher had 
to be free from any such taint, just as a clean slate is necessary if a perfectly clear and bold message has to 
be written on it. (3) In 3:20 and 62:2, the epithet is applied to the Pagan Arabs, because, before the advent 
of Islam, they were unlearned. That the last and greatest of the Prophets should arise among them, and they 
and their language be made the vehicle of the new, full and universal light; has also a meaning, which is 
explained in G. 12-16, 


1153. We now come to some incidents in Jewish history, which have been referred to in 2:57-60. Here 
they have special reference to’ their bearing on the times when early Islam was preached, The Twelve Tribes 
and the parable drawn from them have been explained in n. 75 to 2:60. 

1134. .Cf, 2:57 and n, 71, and. 20:81, 


1135, As in 7:19, we may construe “eat” here to mean not only eating literally, but enjoying the good 
things of life. 
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1136, Cf 2158-59, and n. 72. The story is here told by way of parable for the times of Islam. Hence we 
have a few verbal changes: ¢.g., “dwell in this town” instead of “enter this town,” etc. 


1137. Cf 2:65 and n. 79, Pishing, like every other activity, was prohibited to Israel on the Sabbath day. 
As this practice was usually observed, the fish used to come up with a sense of security to their water channels 
or pools openly on the Sabbath day, but not on other days when fishing was open. This was a great temptation 
to the law-breakers, which they could not resist. Some of their men of piety protested, but it had no effect. 
When their transgressions, which, we may suppose, extended to other commandments; passed beyond bounds, 
the punishment came. (R). 


1138. There are always people who wonder, no doubt sincerely, what good it is to preach to the wicked. 
The answer is given to them here: (1) every man who sees evil must speak out against it: it is his duty and 
responsibility to Allah; (2) there is always a chance that the warning may have effect and save a precious soul. 
This passage has a special meaning for the times when our Holy Prophet was preaching in Makkah, apparently 
without results. But it applies to all times. 
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1189. Cf 2:65, n. 79. 


140. See Deut. 11:28: “A curse if ye will not obey the commandments of the Lord your God but turn 


aside out of the way which I command you this day”; also Deut. 28:49; “The Lord shall bring a nation against 
thee from afar, from the end of the earth, as swift as the eagle flieth; a nation whose tongue thou shalt not 
understand”; and many other passages 


yet, nor is it likely to end as far as we can foresee. 


141. The dispersal of the Jews is a great fact in the world's history. Neither has their Pots ended 
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1142, Merely inheriting a Book, or doing lip service to it, does not make a nation righteous, If they succumb 
to the temptations of the world, their hypocrisy becomes all the more glaring. “High finance” is one of these 
temptations. Cf. also 2:80; “the Fire shall not touch us except for a few numbered days”: and 2:88, abour 


their blasphemous self-sufficiency. 


1143. Cf Exod. 19:5+8; 24:3; 


39:27; and many other passages. 


1144. Cf 2:63 and n. 78, 2:93, and 5:7, 


1445. Therein = in the Book or Revelation, in “what We have given you.” 
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1146. This passage has led to differences of opinion in interpretation. According to the dominant opinion 
of commentators each individual in the posterity of Adam had a separate existence from the time of Adam, 
and a Covenant was taken from all of them, which is binding accordingly on each individual. The words in 
the text refer to the descendants of the Children of Adam, f.¢., to all humanity, born or unborn, without 
any limit of time. Adam's seed carries on the existence of Adam and succeeds to his spiritual heritage. Humanity 
has been given by Allah certain powers and faculties, whose possession creates on our side special spiritual 
obligations which we must faithfully discharge: see 5:1, and n. 682. These obligations may from a legal point 
of view be considered as arising from implied Covenants. In the preceding verse (7:171), a reference was made 
tothe implied Covenant of the Jewish nation. Now we consider the implied Covenant of the whole of humanity, 
for the Holy Prophet's mission was worldwide. (R). 


1147, The Covenant is completed in this way. We acknowledge that Allah is our Creator, Cherisher, and 
Sustainer: therefore we acknowledge our duty to Him: when we so testify concerning ourselves, the obligation 
ix; as it were, assumed by us; for it follows from our very nature when it is pure and uncorrupted. 


1148. The latent faculties in man are enough to teach him the distinction between good and evil, to warn 
him of the dangers that beset his life. But to awaken and stimulate them, a personal appeal is made to each 
individual through the “still small voice” within him. This, in its uncorrupted state, acknowledges the truth 
and, as it were, swears its Covenant with Allah: There is, therefore, no excuse for any individual to say, either 
(1) chat he was unmindful, or (2) that he should not be punished for the sins of his fathers, because his punishment 
(if any) comes from his personal responsibility and is for his own rejection of faith and the higher spiritual 
influences. (R). 
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1149. Commentators differ whether this story or parable refers to a particular individual, and if so, to 
whom. The story of Balaam, the seer, who was called out by Israel's enemies to curse Israel, but who biewed 
Israel instead. (Num, 22, 28, 24) is quite different. It is better to take the parable in general sense, These 
are men, of talents and position, to whom great opportunities of spiritual insight come, but they perversely 
pass them by. Satan sees his opportunity and catches them up. Instead of rising higher in the spiritual world, 
their selfish and worldly desires and ambitions pull them down, and they are lost, 


1150. Notice the contrast between the exalted spiritual honours which they would have received from Allah 
if they had followed His Will, and the earthly desires which eventually bring them low to the position of beau 
and worse. 


151. The dog, especially in the hot weather, lolls out his tongue, whether he is attacked and pursued 
and is tired, or is left alone. It is part of his nature to slobber. So with the man who rejects Allah. 
Whether he is warned or left alone, he continues to throw out his dirty saliva. The injury he will do will bk 
to his own soul. But there may be infection in his evil example. So we must protect others. And we must never 
give up hope of his own amendment. So we must continue to warn him and make him think. 
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1152. Those who reject Allah will be deprived of Allah's grace and guidance. His Mercy is always open 
for sincere repentance. But with each step downwards, they go lower and lower, until they perish. 


1158. Cf 2:18. Though they have apparently all the faculties of reason and perteption, they have so deadened 
them thar those faculties do not work, and they go headlong into Hell. They are, as it were, made for Hell. 


1154. As we contemplate Allah's nature, we can use the most beautiful names we can think of, to express 
His attributes. There are ninety-nine of such attributes. In the opening Sirah, we have these indicated in 
a few comprehensive words, such as al Rahman (most Gracious), al Rahim (most Merciful), Rabb al Glamin 
(Cherisher and Sustainer of the worlds). Our bringing such names to remembrance is part of our Prayer and 
Praise) But we must not associate with people who use Allah's names profanely, or 0 as to suggest anything 


derogatory to His dignity or His unity. Cf 17110. 


1154-A. See also 68:44 and n. 5626. 
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1155. Therr companion, 1¢., the Holy Prophet, who lived with and amongst them; He was accused of 
madness because he behaved differently from them. He had no selfish ambitions: he was always true, in though:, 
words, and deed: he was kind and considerate to the weak, and was not dazzled by worldly power or wealth 
or position: he was undeterred by fear of the strong. the mockery of the cynics, the bitterness of the evil, or 
the indifference of the heedless, That is why he stood out boldly against wrong! he did not mince his words, 
and his warnings were not mealy mouthed. 


1156.. Mubin: perspicuous. The reason why I have not used a simpler word, such as “plain” or “clear” 
is explained in n. 716 to 5:15. Al Mustafi’s sermons were not polite reminders, with an eye to the flattery of 
weaknesses in high places or national vanities or crowd passions. They brought out every foible into the glare 
of light, by a fiery eloquence fed by inspiration from Allah (Cf 38:70). 


1157, Asi appealito.Allahis mos wonderfyl, universe should: at.onee,eonvince:« thinking asind. of, man’ 
nothingness, and Allah's power, glory, and goodness. Man's term here is fleeting. Lf he is not warned by the 
great Signs, and the Messages which call his attention to them, is he capable of any faith at all? 


1158. Cf 2:15. If Allah's light is removed, the best of them can only wander hither and thither, like blind 
men, in distraction (see also 10:11). 


1159. The fact of its coming is a certainty: the exact time appointed for it is not revealed by Allah, lf 
it were it would be so momentous as to disturb our thoughts and life. It would be a heavy burden to us. Our 
duty is to be prepared for it at all times. It will come when we least expect it. In the present Gospels, Jesus 
says the same thing: he does not know the Hour, but it will come suddenly. “But of that day and that Hour 
knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father. Take ye heed, watch 
and pray: for ye know not when the time is.” (Mark. 15:32-35), (Cf 33:65). 
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1160. Hafsyy is usually construed to mean: “eagerly or anxiously in search of”; the preposition following 
here is @n = concerning, about. Some commentators (including a] Raghib al Asfahdn}) understand it in 
this passage to mean “well-acquainted.” In 19°47, with the preposition bi following it, it signifies “well-disposed 
to”, “favourable to, good «6, kind to.” 


1161. A warner to all, and a bringer of glad tidings to those who have faith, because they will profit by 
the glad tidings. As everyone is invited to faith, the giad tidings are offered to all, but they are not necessarily 
accepted by all. 


162. Cf 4:1 and n. 504, where the construction is explained, (see also 16:72), 


1163. The mystery of the physical birth of man, as it affects the father and the mother, only touches the 
imagination of the parents in the later stages when the child is yet unborn and yet the life stirs within the 
body of the expectant mother. The coming of the new life is a solemn thing, and {s fraught with much hope 
as well as much unknown risk to the mother herself. The parents in their anxiety turn to Allah. If this feeling 
of solemnity, hope, and looking towards Allah were maintained after birth, all would be well for the parents 
as well as for the rising generation, But the attitude changes, as the verses following show. 


164. Goodly: sash: includes the following ideas: sound in body and mind; healthy: righteous: of good 
moral disposition. 
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1165. When the child is born, the parents forget that it isa precious gift of Allah—a miracle of Creation, 


which should lift their minds up to the higher things of Allah: Instead, their gradual familiarity with the 
new life makes them connect it with many superstitious ideas or rites and ceremonies, or they take it asa 
matter of course, as a little plaything of the material world. This leads to idolatry or false worship, or the 
setting up of false standards, in derogation of the dignity of Allah. 


1166, When false worship takes root, the teacher of Truth finds much to discourage him. As far as be 


is concerned, it seems as if he has produced no effect, Yet his duty is to continue his work, in the spirit of 
verse 199 below, forgiving all opposition, teaching what is right, and not joining the ignorant in their attitude 
of doubt and indecision. 


1167. False gods, whether idols or deified men, or ideas and superstitions, have no existence of their own, 


independent of Allah's creation. They are Allah's creatures, and like servants are subject to His authority. Deified 
men are not real men, but false ideas of men. They cannot help themselves: how can they help others? 
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1168. Here is a test and a challenge. If the false gods had any power or even existence, collect them all 
together, and, says the Prophet of Allah, “Let them do their worst against me!’ They cannot; because the 
whole thing is based on a superstition and a chimaera, (Cf 11:55). 


1169. The beauty and righteousness of al Mustafa’s life were acknowledged on all hands, until he received 
the mission to preach and to fight against evil, What happened then? Evil erected barricades for itself. It 
had eyes, but it refused to see. It had ears, but it refused to hear. It had intelligence, but it blocked up its 
channels of understanding. Even now, after fourteen centuries, a life of unexarnpled purity, probity, justice, 
and righteousness is seen in false lights by blind detractors! 


1170. Allah comforts the Prophet and directs his mind to three precepts: (1) to forgive injuries, insults, 
and persecution; (2) to continue to declare the faith that was in him, and not only to declare it, but to act 
up to it in all his dealings with friends and foes: (3) to pay no attention to ignorant fools, who raised doubts 
or difficulties, hurled taunts or reproaches, or devised plots to defeat the truth: they were to be ignored and 
passed by, not to be engaged in fights and fruitless controversies, or conciliated by compromises. 


1171, Even @ Prophet of Allah is but human, He might think that revenge or retaliation, or a little tactful 
silence when evil stalks abroad, or some compromise with ignorance, might be best for the cause, He is to 


reject such suggestions, 
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1172, Allah protects His own, as no one else can, He is the sure refuge—and the only one —for men of 
faith. If we are confused or angry, being blinded by this world, He will open our eyes. 


1173 We go back to consider the ungodly, whom we left at verse 198, in order to be taught our behaviour 
towards evil. The forces of evil never relax their efforts to draw their “brethren” (those who go into their family) 
deeper and deeper into the mire of sin and destruction. 


1174. “Ayah” here, I think, means specially an Ayah of the Holy Qur'an. The infidels did not believe 
in revelation, and used to taunt the Holy Prophet. as much as to say that he used to put together words and 
promulgate them as revelation. The answer is contained in the sentence that follows. No human composition 
could contain the beauty, power, and spiritual insight of the Qur'an, Without inspiration it is impossible to 
suppose that a man, with or without literary and philosophic training could produce such a book as the Qur'in. 


1175. “Lights; eyes, faculty of spiritual insight. The revelation is for us (1) spiritual eyes, (2) guidance, 
and (5) mercy, (1) is the highest in degree: just as a blind man, if he is given eyes and the faculty of sight, 
is at once removed into an entirely new world, so those who can reach the stage of spiritual insight pass into 
and become citizens of a wholly new spiritual World, (2) is next in degree: the man of the world can act up 
to the teaching about right conduct and prepare for the Hereafter. (3) is the Mercy of Allah, free to every 
one, saint and sinner, who sincerely believes and puts his trust in Allah 
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1176. The higher you are in spiritual attainment, the more is your desire and your opportunity to serve 
and worship your Lord and Cherisher and the Lord and Cherisher of all the worlds; and the greater is your 
pride in that service and that worship. 


1177. At this stage a Saydah or prostration is indicated, as symbolical of our humble acceptance of the 
privilege of serving and worshipping Allah—a fitting close to a Sirah in which we are led, through a 
contemplation of the stories of the Messengers of Allah, to the meaning of revelation and its relation to our 
moral and spiritual progress. 


APPENDIX IV 
‘Egyptian Chronology and Israel (see 7:104, n. 1072) 


In order to get some idea of the comparative chronology of Egypt and Israel, we must 
first consider what data we have for Egyptian chronology. Israel's surviving records date from a 
time many centuries later than Israel's contact with Egypt. On the other hand, Egypt's records 
in monuments, inscriptions, tombs, etc., are rich and absolutely reliable as far as they go. 


Of the surviving old civilisations, Egypt and China go back furthest in time with historical 
material. Egypt has more interest for us, because geographically it was centrally situated, and 
it influenced and was influenced by almost every important cultural movement in Asia, Europe, 
and Africa. Nothing happened in Mediterranean history that had not some points of contact with 


Egypt. 


The first broad division in Egyptian chronology is between the pre-Dynastic and the Dynastic 
periods. The pre-Dynastic period is all prehistory. But recent researches have thrown a great deal 
of light on the culture of that period, and we know many more details about the arts and twools 
of that period in Egypt than we do for the corresponding periods of prehistory in other countries. 


With the first Egyptian Dynasty of rulers begins the Dynastic period. What were the Egyptian 
Dynasties, and why is so much prominence given to them in Egyptian chronology? The reason 
is that though we can form a graphic idea of the sequence of events and in many cases of the 
details of events, arts, and crafts, manners and customs, cults and ceremonies, and social and 
economic conditions in the dynastic period, we are not yet able, except for occasional and isolated 
glimpses, to give any accurate figures of carly dates to connect them with our chronology B.C. 
On the other hand, we have abundant materials to justify us in placing certain events or personages 
or ideas in some division of the Dynastic scheme. We can say that such and such ideas held sway 
under the 18th Dynasty or that such and such invasion, outwards or inwards, took place at the 
closé of the 14th Dynasty. 


The Dynastic scheme rests mainly on the lists and fragments preserved from the writings 
of one Manetho, an Egyptian priest and annalist, who lived under Ptolemy I and Ptolemy II (B.C. 
313-246), the inheritors of the Egyptian portion of Alexander's Empire. For his Egyptian history 
in Greek he had access to Egyptian records. His scheme of Dynasties therefore supplies a rough 
chronological framework into which can be fitted our ever-increasing detailed knowledge derived 
from Egyptian monuments, tombs, and excavations. His first Dynasty begins with the unification 
of Upper and Lower Egypt, but its actual date B.C. has been placed at between such wide margins 
as 5500 B.C. and 3300 B.C, 


The two Egypts may be considered distinct ethnical and perhaps geographical divisions, 
which tend to assimilate when they are united politically, but whose physical characteristics are 
different, as also their outlook when there is political division. Lower Egypt looks to the Mediterranean, 
and its population is mixed, containing almost all the Mediterranean and Arab elements, while 
Upper Egypt looks to interior Africa (Nubia, Sudan, Abyssinia, etc.). and its population tends 
to have more and more African characteristics. The whole of Egypt has had a ribbon development, 
the population and cultivation being confined to the banks of the Nile. Without the Nile Egypt 
would be just a desert forming a link in the long chain of tropical and subtropical deserts stretching 
from the Sahara, the Libyan desert, the Arabian deserts, through the Persian, Baluchistan, Sindh, 
and Rajputana deserts, to the Turki and Gobi deserts in Central Asia. But Upper Egypt is purely 
a long irregular line along the banks of the Nile, while Lower Egypt has the broad fan-link delta 
in which the many mouths of the Nile run into a very irregular coastline extending over about 
200 miles. Lower Egypt had (and has) much marshland, and its low-lying configuration was subject 
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to many physical changes, in the same way as invasions and foreign immigrations gave its population 
a less stable character. Its cities, such as Sais and Tanis (Zoan), were also less stable in character, 
and Memphis (near the site of modern Cairo) has to be just.above the Delta. On the other hand 
the Capitals in Upper Egypt, such as Thebes (or No), with their magnificent temples and tombs 
were safe above Nile waters in the highest inundations until the modern dam of Aswan was built 
many miles above them. Even after the union of the two Egypts, the King wore a double crown. 
The boundary between Upper and Lower Egypt was never clearly defined, because in spite of 
frequent interruptions in the unity of the country, the identification of Egypt with the Nile made 
the unity of Egypt a political and economic necessity. The present boundary of Lower Egypt is 
just south of Cairo, making Lower Egypt include just the Delta. The tract between Cairo and 
Assyut is sometimes called Middle Egypt and is distinguished from the rest of Upper Egypt, which 
is higher up the river. 


There being such wide variations in the estimate of ancient dates by competent authorities, 
the only practicable course is to refer ancient events to Dynasties according to Manetho's scheme. 
In the later dates it is sometimes possible to express a date in approximate figures B.C., but such 
figures are uncertain, whereas the sequence of Dynasties may be taken to be a stable fact in Egyptian 
history, although some of Manetho’s material, when it can be tested, has proved to be inaccurate. 
But we have only Manetho secondhand. The inaccuracies may be due not to Manetho but to 
his transmitters. Thirty-one such Dynasties are reckoned, and they may be grouped into Periods 
as follows: 


I. The Old Kingdom, Dynasties I to VIII, including (a) the first three Dynasties, with 
a new orientation in Egyptian Art, and (b) Dynasties IV to VI, the Pyramid Period, during which 
the Great Pyramid and the second and third Pyramids of Ghizeh were built. The capital now 
came to Lower Egypt, to the site of Memphis, near modern Cairo. 


II. The Middle Kingdom, Dynasties IX to XVII. In Dynasties IX and X the centre of 
gravity moved from Memphis in Lower Egypt to Middle Egypt. In the XIIth Dynasty many of 
the great monuments of and near Thebes (Karnak, Luxor, etc.), were constructed. Perhaps the 
movement higher up the river was necessitated by foreign invasions in Lower Egypt. Dynasties 
XV to XVII are called the Hyksos Period, when a Syrian Dynasty was established in Lower Egypt, 
with a sort of lordship over the native Dynasties of Upper Egypt, and international connections 
in other Mediterranean countries. We shall presently speak of the Hyksos Pharaohs, who have 
been placed in the 17th, 18th, and even 26th century B.C. 


Ill. The New Empire, Dynasties XVIII to XX, crowded with events. The dates now begin 
to be more definite; the period may be placed about 1580 B.C, and about 1200 B.C. The foreign 
Hyksos were driven out; the empire was extended to Syria and Nubia; perhaps even the Euphrates 
was reached. Some of the most wonderful works of Egyptian art date from this period. 


IV. The Dynasties of the Delta. Dynasties XX1 to XXX1, including a Dynasty at Sais (on 
one of the western branches of the Deltaic Nile). But Assyrian and Persian invasions were now 
weakening the power of Egypt. The dates now became more certain. The XXIst Dynasty was 
roughly about 1100 B.C, The XXVIIth Dynasty was ended by the invasion of the Persians under 
Cambyses in 525 B.C, The Persians held sway (with Egyptian local dynasties under them) until 
the XXXIst Dynasty, when the last. Pharoah fled to Ethiopia about 540 B.C. 


V. The Egyptian Dynasties have now ended, and we are in firm history; the Macedonian 
Period after Alexander's conquest, 352 B:C., and the Dynasty of the Ptolemies 323 B.C. to 30 
B.C,; and the Roman Period 30 B,C. to 639 A.C., after which the Arab and Turkish conquests 
evolved modern Egypt and Muslim Egyptian civilisation. 


Having cleared the chronological background, we are now in a position to examine the 
data about Israel's stay in Egypt in order to see if we can get some idea of the time in Egyptian 
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history when the contact took place. We saw that Dynasties XV to XVII were concerned with 
the Hyksos (or Shepherd) kings. They were foreigners from Asia, but it is not quite clear exactly 
what race they belonged to. Josephus supposed that they were Israelites, but that theory is untenable. 
It has been conjectured that they were Phoenicians, or Amalckites, or Hittites, In any case they 
were Semites: They founded a city called Zoan (Tanis) on one of the eastern branches of the Deltaic 
Nile, and were in close communication with the Hittite city of Hebron in the south of Palestine. 
That would be their own city, but their capital would probably be the same as the old Egyptian 
capital at Memphis when they were well-established. They are credited with having invented the 
Semitic alphabet of 22 letters, which (through the Phoenicians) is the parent of all modern alphabew. 
Their invention probably helped in the process of converting old Egyptian Hieroglyphics from 
picture-writing to phonetic writing. As the Hyksos had close relations with Hebron in Palestine, 
and Abraham and Israel had settled in the Palestine country, a nexus would be established, by 
which the first Israelites would be attracted to Zoan in Egypt. It must also be remembered that 
southern Palestine was a poor country and subject to frequent famines, while Deltaic Egypt was 
well-watered by the Nile, and suffered from famines only on the rare occasions when the Nile 
failed to inundate. The attraction of Egypt for the famine-stricken lands of the neighbourhood 
would therefore be strong. And this is proved in the story of Joseph and his brethren. 


Can we form even a rough idea of the dates of the Hyksos occupation? At the latest the 
Hyksos period ended about 1600 B.C, Renan is therefore probably not far wrong when he places 
the Hyksos occupation about 2000 B.C. Possibly a date between 2000 B.C. and 1600 B.C, may 
be nearer the mark. If we suppose Joseph to have been the Wazir of one of the Hyksos Pharaohs 
in the Delta, there is no great violence of probabilities in the suggestion, as Joseph and the Hyksos 
would be of kindred races, In that case Joseph's date would fall somewhere between the 19th and 
l7th century B.C. 


f 


No reference to Joseph or Moses has been found in Egyptian records. The solitary reference 
to Israel ( ¥sraer, r = 1) in a stele of Mer-en-Ptah or Mineptah (about 1225 B.C.) seems to refer 
to Israel in Palestine rather than to Israel in Egypt, At this we need not wonder, as the Pharaoh 
who honoured Joseph was, strictly speaking, only a foreigner. When the reaction against the Hyksos 
took place and the Hyksos were overthrown, the Egyptians would not probably be anxious to remember 
the interrupted period or to preserve its memory. The Pharaoh who “knew not Joseph” looked 
upon the Israelites as contemptible slaves, not worthy of a thought except when they revolted, 
and then only as a despised race fit to be punished and kept in its place. It may be noticed, however, 
that the land of Goshen in which Israel dwelt and multiplied between the time of Joseph and 
the time of the Exodus, was a frontier tract of Egypt in the neighbourhood of the Hyksos city 
of Zoan in the Delta. 


In seeking the approximate date of Moses, we must again look to the probabilities of Egyptian 
history. It was formerly the received opinion that Rameses IT (say about 1250 B.C.) was the Pharaoh 
who oppressed Israel in Egypt, and that the exodus may have taken place under his immediate 
successor Mineptah (say about 1225 B.C.). The vigorous policy of Rameses II and the spirit of 
his time would be consistent with this view. But this date is almost certainly too late. There are 
indications pointing to the Israelites having already been settled in Canaan by this time. The Hyksos 
were turned out by the X VIIIth Dynasty, which established the New Empire in the 16th century 
B.C. Thothmes | (Tethmosis I, about 1540 B.C.) is more likely, in the first flush of his nationalist 
campaign, to have oppressed the Israelites and led to the exodus. His date fits in better. And 
his character also accords with the description in sacred history. He centralised the monarchy and 
made it a military autocracy. Militarism went with the lust of war and foreign conquest. He carried 
his arms as far as the Euphrates. Slaves, plunder, and foreign tribute made Egypt opulent and 
arrogant, and he added many monuments to Thebes. We can imagine him in his splendid Court, 
scarcely paying any attention to Moses, and viewing all his complaints with an amusement mingled 
with contempt and impatience. But retribution was to come in Allah's good time. The men who 
followed Allah's message — Israel in the time of Solomon (a little after 1000 B.C.), and more completely, 
the Muslims in the time of ‘Umar and his successors— became lords of the East and the Wes 
(7:137), and ancient Egypt's glories were eventually buried in the sands. 
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It was this same Pharaoh, Thothmes I, who took for his partner on the Throne his daughter 
Hatshepshut. If Thothmes was the Pharaoh in Moses's story, we may suppose that it was this same 
celebrated strong-minded lady, Pharaoh's daughter, who found the child Moses, (Exod. 2:10), and 
brought him to her mother to be adopted into the family (28:9). Like her father, she was a great 
supporter of the national cults. Moses was nurtured in the palace, and learned all the wisdom 
of the Egyptians, then reputed to be the wisest of nations. With their own wisdom he foiled them. 
Thus in Allah's Plan the enemies of Allah and the enemies of Israel (20:39) were the very ones 
who were used as instruments for the purpose of Allah and the salvation of Israel. 


References: E.B., Egypt; D.A. Mackenzie, Egyptian Myth and Legend: Renan, History of the People of Israel, 5 vols.; 
Joseph Cattanie Pasha, Coup dies sur la chronolgie de ia nation Egyptienne, Paris 1951; Sir W.M. Flinders Petrie, History 
of Egypt, 3 vols.; Cambridge Ancient History, yol. 1, Chapter IV. (iii), 


APPENDIX V 


Egyptian Religion and its Steps Toward Islam (see 7:125 n, 1082) 


This should be read along with Appendix IV in which a discussion of Egyptian chronology 
will be found. 


Allah's Plan works silently but surely among all nations and at all times. In the most fantastic 
forms of religion appear gleams of His Light of Unity, calls to Islam, 1.¢., man’s submission of 
his will to the Will of Allah (see C. 7-10). From that point of view, the religious history of Egypt 
from the most ancient times to the present day is most interesting, as is indeed the religious history 
of any country for which we have records of thought and development. That of India touches 
us dearly, but it is not directly relevant in a translation and exposition of the Qur'an. The religious 
history of Israel is just an earlier chapter of the history of Islam, and our doctors and commentaton 
have written in great detail about it, Sometimes, | think, they have attached exaggerated importance 
to it, But none of them has paid much attention to Egypt from this point of view. Our people 
know very little of ancient Egypt and have shown little interest in it. It is a healthy sign that modem 
Egypt is showing much interest in it, and I hope that it will in time recognise in it a valuable 
unfoldment of religious ideas leading up to Islam. 


The field of Egyptology is vast and is being extended everyday by the diligent researches 
of archacologists and scholars. I do not propose to write an essay on Egyptian religion. But I wish 
to put forward a few considerations to show how Allah's Plan and Will worked steadily, in Egypt 
as elsewhere, towards a greater and greater appreciation, on the part of the people, of Allah's 
true nature and the real purpose of religion. The eternal light of Unity and Islam shines in many 
ways, and its rays give light to the spiritual aspirations of mankind in the darkest periods. With 
a gifted and artistic people like the Egyptians, their religious sense was led, in spite of many rebuffs, 
gradually to a purer and purer conception of man’s eternal destiny, unti] Muhammad's Message 
was preached to them in the very language in which it was originally preached in Arabia. And 
that language, Arabic, became and is now the language of the Egyptian people themselves. 


In the pre-Dynastic Egypt, there must already have been a great deal of development in 
the religious conceptions which afterwards showed such vitality in Dynastic Egypt. The Old Kingdom, 
including the Pyramid Period, shows that the Egyptian mind was obsessed with the certainty of 
life after death. It was also impressed with ideas of grandeur, order, and precision in the universe — 
ideas which found eloquent expression in the grand conceptions and mathematical symmetry and 
simplicity of its architecture. Its massive dignity and repose are also reflected in the faces and 
poses of the figures in Egyptian statuary and painting. The unending expanse and the mystery 
of the desert seem to have acted on the Egyptian mind like a soporific and made it less active 
in mundane affairs and less practical in speculation than that of some other races of similar gifts. 
What mysteries are typified in the proportions of the Pyramids and their internal galleries and 
mysterious chambers, we shall probably never know with certainty. But a haunting sense of death 
and of the other world seems to oppress us in its atmosphere, as it does in the grim scenes of 
the “Book of the Dead”. As Prof. T.E. Peet remarks (Cambridge Ancient History, vol. 1, p, 354), 
“the Egyptian mind closely associated together men, gods, and the dead as merely three species 
of a single genus,” Each of these it considered was subject to an irresistible force called Hike or 
Heka; hence the force of Magic, Incantations to the Dead, and Rites and Formularies in daily life, 


The Middle Kingdom brings us face to face with fresh ideas. We have no data with which 
to appraise the influence of foreign cults and foreign ideas during the period. But knowing, as 
we do, how Egypt acted as a magnet to the world at large and how many points of contact the 
Euphrates valley civilisations and the Nile valley civilisations had with each other, we may well 
suppose a broadening of Egyptian culture and civilisation in consequence. The Hyksos may have 
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been Egyptianised in Egypt, but they could not have failed in their turn to contribute Syrian and 
Semitic ideas to Egypt. Among these were Monotheism, a patriarchal organisation of society, and 
an impatience of priestly or caste denomination, These must have contrasted strangely with the 
chaotic Pantheon of countless deities, the lash-driven slaves living huddled in the cities, and the 
dedicated priests and richly endowed temples, which catered for the privileged few, but lived by 
the sweat of the brow of the unprivileged many. 


The New Empire was the flowering period of Egyptian genius and requires special 
consideration. The crudities of the old pre-Dynastic chaotic Pantheon had been in process of attrition 
through the centuries. Local gods tended to be absorbed into general gods. Some sort of rationalism 
and spiritualisation had been going on throughout the Dynastic period. A process of systemisation 
and unification was now consciously undertaken. The primitive worship of animals had gradually 
been transformed into a system of animal gods, with human bodies and animal heads. The human 
bodies represented the anthropomorphic tendencies, while the animal heads became types of qualities. 
For example, Anubis, with the dog emblem, was the doorkeeper, the messenger, the custodian 
of the dead. Apis, or Hapis, the sacred bull of Memphis, symbolised the renewal of life: he was 
identified with Osiris: there were great rejoicings when a new Apis (a black bull calf) was found, 
and great mourning and costly burial when one died. Thoth, the god of wisdom and magic, was 
symbolised by an ibis, that stately, mute, mysterious bird of passage in the Nile valley. 


In addition to the symbolism of animals, there was the worship of the great phenomena 
of nature, the Nile, the giver of agricultural bounties to Egypt, and the sun, which, as the god 
Ra, became the supreme god in Egypt. Then there was the myth of Osiris the good, who came 
to the earth, for the benefit of mankind, was killed by the magic of Set, the power of evil, and 
reigns as the judge of the dead in the lower world. His faithful wife Isis and his falcon-eyed son 
Horus figure in the mysteries. It is possible that the Osiris myth itself arose from a myth of the 
Nile or the sun. 


There was a gradual perception of Monotheism, a realisation that Allah is One and above 
names. But the picturesque forms, festivals, and representations remained, and as the priests of 
all grades enjoyed special privileges and monopolised knowledge and learning, the people remained 
ignorant, They were exploited and practically enslaved. It was in the midst of such conditions 
that Moses came. He came to rescue his own people from the bondage of Egypt, a task which 
he performed, But it must not be forgotten that his mission was also addressed to the king of 
Egypt, and to the people of Egypt. Here also he sowed the seed, although he did not reap the 
fruit. The king, the Pharaoh, was almost looked upon as a god, and looked upon himself as a 
god. He had to be humbled, and he was humbled. But Allah's purpose is not merely to humble. 
It is also to lead from darkness to light. If the particular Pharaoh was too hard-hearted to respond, 
his descendant in the fifth or sixth generation made a public confession of the One True God, 
as we shall see presently. What of the people? The wise men of Egypt, who were confronted with 
Moses, repented of their deceit, and saw the light by the Grace of Allah, according to the Qur'anic 
narrative: Though they were threatened and perhaps martyred, their fate must have opened the 
eyes of the people and prepared them for the remarkable religious revolution which we shall now 
proceed to describe. 


The Pharaoh of the Exodus was probably Thothmes I (about 1540 B.C.). The Pharaoh 
Amenophis IV (about 1350 B.C.) adopted the worship of the One Supreme God as the State religion. 
He had been a high priest of the Sungod at Heliopolis, but had begun to look upon the multiplicity 
of gods in the Egyptian Pantheon as a blot on Egyptian religion. His original name had been 
Ahmen-hotep (“Ammon is satisfied") as being devoted to Ammon the great god of the State religion 
at Thebes. He changed his name to Akhan-Aton (‘Pious to Aton”) and worshipped the Supreme 
God under the name of Aton. He abandoned the city of Thebes as being devoted to Ammon 
and founded a new city near the site of what is now Tel al Amarna, betwen Thebes and Memphis, 
and dedicated it to Aton the Supreme God. The clay tablets discovered at Tel al Amarna in 1887 
throw much light on the relations of Egypt with her tributaries in Syria. The alphabet on the 
tablets is the Cuneiform of Assyria: the language is Semitic, and closely akin to Hebrew. Unfortunately 
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the religious revolution of Amenophis IV did not last. The city was only inhabited twenty years. 
His second son-in-law and successor, Tutankh Aton, carried out a counter-revolution. He went 
back from Aton to the cult of Ammon. The recent finds from his tombs show what exquisite skill 
the artists and artisans of Egypt had then attained. The pure religion remained established on 
the throne only for two generations but we need not suppose it was rooted out of the minds of 
the people. 


The later Dynasties; XX1 to XX XI, saw the decay of Egypt as a Power. The Assyrian and 
Persian invasionsjultimately extinguished the freedom of Egypt. With the coming of Alexander 
the Great (832°B.C.) and the foundation of the city of Alexandria, a new era dawned on the culture 
of Egypt. It mingled with Greck- and other thought, and became cosmopolitan in nature. Already, 
in the time of Herodotus, the sensitive Greek mind had been impressed with the mystery and wisdom 
of Egypt. It now made the soil of Egypt cosmopolitan in religion, culture, and philosophy. The 
Ptolemaic dynasty held a broadly tolerant attitude, and even imported the rites of Serapis from 
the Black Sea and: assimilated him to Apis the Bull of Memphis. The new cult of Serapis spread 
widely over the East, and later, when Egypt came under the Roman Empire (50 B.C.), into the 
very heart of that Empire. The Serapion in Alexandria, with its famous library, became for a 
few centuries the true intellectual centre of the world. The very unfavourable picture drawn of 
Egyptian religion in Lytton's Last Days of Pompeti must be referred to the somewhat hybrid cult 
of Isis as practised in foreign lands rather than to Egyptian religion generally. What course real 
Egyptian religion took in this period we have no means of judging accurately. In the light of earlier 
and later events we may suppose that the steady honest indiistrious Egyptian peasantry and people 
went on pursuing the even tenor of their career with the same mystic longing for a practical religion 
which was preparing them for purer forms of worship and a juster distribution of the fruits of labour 


Alexandria inthe first centuries of the Christian era was resounding with the shouts of 
every kind of philosophy and the teaching of every kind of religious sect, from East and West, 
North and South, but mainly from the East, which has ever been a nursery of religious ideas. 
A special quarter was assigned to the Jews in the city. It became the true centre of Hellenised 
Judaism, and may claim Josephus among its disciples. Neo-Pythagoreanism, Neo-Platonism, 
Gnosticism, and Manichaeism found a home there. Mithraism, which was so widely spread in 
the Roman Empire, especially in the army, in the first three centuries A.C. , was probably represented 
on its philosophic side in Alexandria. Its intermixture of races, creeds, philosophies, and religions, 
produced an atmosphere of chaos, which was not cleared until the advent of Islam. 


_ | But from a religious point of view our greatest interest in Egypt in the first seven centuries 
of the Christian era is in the development of Christianity itself. It is difficult to say when exactly 
Christianity began to displace the older Egyptian cults, But when Christianity was well-established, 
we find Egypt one of its most important centres. But the new Christianity which was evolved out 
of the ruins of Christ's simple teaching had four distinct attitudes towards organisation, speculative 
doctrine, asceticism and mysticism. (1) The native Egyptian or Coptic Church was contemplative, 
ascetic, and mystical. Monasticism became so rampant that it seriously affected the growth of 
population and degraded the position of women. (2) The Alexandrian school developed on Greek 
lines — political, ambitious, speculative, philosophical, and liable to break up into numerous sects 
and heresies, each party trying to dominate and put down the others as heretical by the strong 
arm of the law. (3) The Bishop of Rome, when the seat of the Empire was transferred to Constantinople 
in 330, gradually developed political power in Italy. He inherited the Roman genius for organisation, 
and the invasion of the Germanic tribes gave him an opportunity not only of extending the Roman 
Catholic Church over the whole of Central and Western Europe, but of establishing the Church 
as superior to the state when the Papacy became an established political power. (4) The Orthodox 
Eastern Church, and all the sects which it fought in the East, tended ultimately to vanish before 
the advance of Islam. Had it not been for the vast Slav territories over which it obtained sway, 
in and around Russia and afterwards in Siberia, the Orthodox Eastern Church would have been 
reduced to a negligible position like the Coptic Church in Egypt. With pretensions to rule the 
State, it had yet become, in Kingley’s words in Hypatia, pat NN NI Ha! 
sharing in all its effete corruption. 
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But we are anticipating. Before the Roman Catholic Church parted from the Orthodox 
Eastern Church, the united Church fought with and suppressed many so-called “heresies”, some 
of which represented the view of primitive Christianity, and the scene of many of these doctrinal 
fights was in Egypt. The one that interests us most is Arianism. Arius was an Alexandrian Presbyter 
early in the fourth century A.C, and fought hard for the doctrine of Unity; the simple conception 
of the Eternal God, as against all the hair splitting and irrational distinctions in the nature and 
persons of the Godhead, which finally crystallised in the doctrine of the Trinity, propounded and 
maintained with much personal acrimony by Athanasius. Athanasius himself was born in Alexandria 
and became Bishop of Alexandria. He may be counted as the father of Orthodoxy (as now understood 
by Christianity) and the real systematiser of the doctrine of the Trinity—"three in one and one 
in three” Up to the third century A.C. the Unitarians had been in the majority in the Christian 
Church, though subtle metaphysicians had started disputes as to the meaning of “God becoming 
man," the Logos or the Word, the Power of Allah, whether the Father and the Son were of the 
same substance or of similar substance, whether the Son could be said to have been created by 
the Father, and numerous questions of that kind. They do not interest us now, but they rent the 
Christian world into many jarring sects until the mission of our Holy Prophet dissipated the mists 
and reestablished the doctrine of Unity on a firm and rational basis. 


As I have said, the Christian Churches in the East, as well as the Germanic nations which 
came later into the fold, adhered to Unity although not in the pure form which was made clear 
in the Holy Qur'an, The issue was joined between Arius and Athanasius, and the first General 
Council on the Christian Church, that of Nicaea (in Bithynia) in $25, decided against Arius and 
Unitarianism, The controversy, however, still continued to rage until 381, when the Council of 
Constantinople, called by the Emperor Theodosius the Great, confirmed the Nicene doctrine of 
the Trinity and declared it to be the only Orthodox one, Though controversies, protests, and 
persecutions continued long afterwards, we may take that date as the date of the fall of Christianity. 
Even in Western Christianity, as late as 496, Clovis, the Frankish king, was the only Christian 
sovereign sophisticated enough to follow the subtle doctrine of the Trinity. The others were brought 
into line by political power later. 


The Christian creed became narrower and narrower, less and less rational, more and more 
inclined to use earthly weapons to suppress the eternal truth of Allah, In 415 the Jews were expelled 
from Alexandria. In the same year and in the same city the beautiful, modest, eloquent philosopher 
and mathematician, Hypatia, was murdered — an outrage against both rationalism and the intellectual 
and religious position of woman in human society. The murder was a particularly brutal one. 
She was dragged from her chariot in the streets, stripped naked, and suffered a lingering death 
in a Christian Church, Her body was then cut to pieces and burned. The worst feature of the 
crime was the complicity of the Patriarch of Alexandria, who was not only the chief religious 
dignitary of the Orthodox Church in Egypt but the de facto repository of political power. Meanwhile 
the native Christian community—the Coptic Church — which had all along clung to the Monophysite 
doctrine, a corrupt form of Unitarianism, was out of the pale, and its members were held down 
as a depressed class by their Orthodox brethren. The latter also, basking in official sunshine, collected 
power and property into their own hands. As Kingsley remarks in Hypatia, the Egyptian Church 
“ended as a mere chaos of idolatrous sects, persecuting each other for metaphysical propdsitions, 
which, true or false, were equally heretical in their mouths because they used them as watchwords 
for division.” The social conditions produced an amount of discontent, for which the redress came 
only with the advent of Islam. 


It was for this reason that the Copts and the inhabitants of Egypt generally welcomed the 
forces of Islam under ‘Amr as deliverers in 639 A.C. The power was taken over by the victorious 
army of Islam from Cyrus (called Muqawgqas in Arabic through the Coptic), the Patriarch of 
Alexandria, but it was used by the army of deliverance to enlarge the liberties of the Egyptians, 
to admit them into the universal brotherhood of Islam, and to improve the resources of the country 
for the benefit of the people, Except a negligible remnant of conservatives, the Egyptians as a 
nation accepted the religion, the language, and the institutions of the Arabs and embarked on 
a new course of history, which it is necessary to follow further in this note. 
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It should be remarked, however, that what happened in Egypt happened generally in western 
Asia. The jarring sectarian irrational religions gave place before the triumphant religion of Unity 
and Brotherhood, and the Byzantine Empire receded and receded until it was swept out of existence. 
The feeble efforts made by the Emperor Leo the Isaurian im 726-731 to restrict the use of images 
were a reflection of the puritanical zeal of Islam. But they did not succeed in the area of his 
authority, and they completely alienated the Papacy from the Eastern Orthodox Church. The 
Bishop of Rome had been consolidating his power, and in the person of Gregory | (590-604) had 
already assumed the control of Italy and was seeking the aid and support of the Barbarian invaders 
who eventually became the pillars of the Papacy. The final and open rupture between the Orthodox 
Eastern Church and the Roman Catholic Church took place in 1054. But the earlier dates are 
remarkable. After the birth of the Holy Prophet of Islam the disruption of the Orthodox Christian 
Church (which had now become an anachronism) began. When Islam was making its triumphant 
march in the 8th century after Christ, the orginal (Greek) Church began to take some steps to 
put its own house in order. But it -had lost its mission, and the new Islamic people took its place. 
The Western Church has since worked on definitely new lines, and its offshoots among the Protestant 
Church have, consciously or unconsciously, been influenced by the broad principles of Islam. What 
the course of future religion may be and how Allah will unfold His All-Wise Plan is not given 
to us mortals to know, In the Islamic Brotherhood many changes have taken place and are taking 
place. Egypt. in spite of her many vicissitudes in the Islamic period, is in the intellectual forefront 
among the Arabic-speaking nations of Islam. We pray that her people may be guided, through 
their educational, cultural, and religious channels, to work with a new spirit for the progress of 
Islam and the glory of Allah. 


References: Those given for Appendix IV; and in addition: Sir E. A. Wallis Budge, Gods 
of the Egyptians: and his latest book From Fetish to God in Ancient Egypt (Oxford 1940: Budge 
Book of the Dead; AW. Shorter, Introduction to Egyptian Religion (1931); Adolf von Harnack, 
History of Dogma, 7 vols., is an elaborate detailed German account of how Christian Dogma grew 
up afid may be read in an English translation; a handier book is R'W. Mackay, Rise and Progress 
of Christianity (1854); C_ Kingsley’s novel Hypatia gives a good picture of social and religious conditions 
in Christian Egypt in the fifth century. On the identity of al Muqawqas (Pkauchios) with Cyrus, 
see Dr A.J. Butler's “Arab Conquest of Egypt’ (Oxford 1902), pp. 508-562. 
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INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 8-AL ANFAL 


In the previous Introductions to the Strahs we have shown how each Strah is a step or 
gradation in the teaching of the Qur'an. The first seven Sdrahs, comprising a little less than one- 
third of the Qur'an, form a gradation, sketching the early spiritual history of man and leading 
up to the formation of the new Ummah or Community of the Holy Messenger. Now we begin 
another gradation, consolidating that Ummah and directing us as to various phases in our new 
collective life. 

In this chapter we have the lessons of the Battle of Badr enforced in their larger aspects: 
(1) the question of war booty; (2) the true virtues necessary for fighting the good fight; (3) victory 
against odds; (4) clemency and consideration for one’s own and for others in the hour of victory. 

As regards booty taken in battle, the first point to note is that that should never be our 
aim in war, It is only an adventitious circumstance, a sort of windfall, Secondly, no soldier or 
troop has any inherent right to it. A righteous war is a community affair, and any accessions resulting 
from it belong to Allah, or the community or Cause. Thirdly, certain equitable principles of division 
should be laid down to check human greed and selfishness. A fifth share goes to the Commander, 
and he can use it at his discretion; for his own expenses, and for the relief of the poor and suffering, 
and the orphans and widows (8:41). The remainder was divided, according to the Prophet's practice, 
not only among those who were actually in the fight physically, but all who were in the enterprise, 
young and old, provided they loyally did some duty assigned to them. Fourthly, there should be 
no disputes, as they interfere with internal discipline and harmony. 

These principles are followed in the best modern practice of civilised nations. All acquisitions 
of war belong absolutely to the Sovereign as representing the commonwealth. In the distribution 
of booty not only the actual captors but also the “joint captors” and the “constructive captors” 
share. See Sir R. Phillimore's International Law (1885), vol. 3, pp. 209-10, 221-24. 

As regards the military virtues, which are the types of virtues throughout life, we are shown 
by an analysis of the incidents of Badr how against the greatest odds, Allah's help will give victory 
if men are fighting not for themselves but for the sacred Cause of Allah. And directions are given 
for the treatment of prisoners and for maintaining the solidarity of the Muslim community. 

The date of this SGrah is shortly after the battle of Badr, which was fought on Friday, 
the 17th of Ramad4&n in the second year of the Hijrah. A short account of the battle is given 
in n. 352 to 3:13. 

Summary — All booty is really at the disposal of Allah's Messenger under directions from 
Allah. Men of faith accept and obey these directions with cheerfulness. Victory and the prize 
of victory come from Allah, as was proved at Badr (8:1-19, and C, 89). 

Obedience and intelligent discipline, zeal, faith, and gratitude to Allah, are the true passports 
to success and protection from the assaults of evil. Evil will be piled up with evil and destroyed 
(8;20-37, and_.C. 90), 

The battle of Badr was a testing time, and showed how virtue and valour can conquer 
against odds. Steadfastness and obedience; faith, courage, and fearlessness; due preparation and 
free expenditure of resources and energy—these are expected from you by Allah, and His help 
is all sufficient (8:38-64, and C. 91). 

Even tenfold odds against you do not count if you are fighting for truth and faith against 
enemies of truth and faith; but remember clemency and consideration in the hour of victory (8:65-75, 
and C. 92). 


C. 89. —Fight the good fight, but dispute not 

(8:1-19.) About the prize: that is for Allah 
To give. Men of faith act and obey. 
‘Tis nobler to fight for Truth 
Than to seek worldly gain. 
sche pute ti) faith Allah wil give 
The mind and the resources to conquer. 
They but fight, with no thought 
Of ever turning back: the victory 
Should be ascribed to Allah, not men, 
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1178. The occasion was the question of the division of the booty after the battle of Badr, See Introduction 
to this Stirah. 


1179. Booty taken in a lawful and just war does not belong to any individual. If he fought for such accessory 
rewards, he fought from wrong motives, It belongs to the Cause, in this case the Cause of Allah, as administered 
by His Messenger. Any portion given out to individuals are accessory gifts, windfalls from the bounty of the 
Commander. The chief thing is to remain staunch to the Cause of Allah, and have no differences among those 
who stand for the Cause. Our internal relations must be kept straight: they must not be disturbed by cupidity 
or worldly considerations of gain, for any windfalls of this kind should be outside our calculations. 


1180. Sustenance: again in both the literal and the metaphorical sense. The object is to warn off from 
the love of booty and worldly wealth. Why do we want these? To all true Believers Allah gives generous sustenance 
in any case, in both senses, but especially in the spiritual sense, for it is coupled with forgiveness and grades 
of dignity before Allah, in the next verse. 
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1181, Just as» the comparison takes us back to the first clause in verse 4: “such in truth are the Believers’— 
just as thy Lord also is just and true in ordering thee out to fight against heavy odds, when the alternative 
was to fight against the unarmed caravan which would have given thee abundant booty almost without a fight. 
To appreciate the full meaning, remember that the word haqgq, translated “truth” means also “right,” “just”, 
“what is becoming.” The true Believers believe in truth and do right in obedience to Allah's command. So 
Allah also, in asking them to fight against odds, is not asking them to rush to destruction, but is providing 
them with an opportunity of vindicating the truth in scorn. of worldly advantage. And He made good His 
promise by giving them victory. 


1182. In verse 6 we have again the word “truth”; some of the Believers disputed concerning “the truth”: 
they did not feel sure that the course recommended was the true and right course. They thought it would 
be certain destruction: they saw death almost staring them in the face, (Cf 6:57), 


1188. Just before Badr there were two alternatives before the Muslims in Madjnah, to save themselves 
from being overwhelmed by the Makkan Quraysh with all their resources from the rich Syrian trade. One, 
which had least danger for the time being, and also promised much booty, was to fall upon the Quraysh caravan 
returning from Syria to Makkah richly laden, and led by Abi Sufyin with only 40 men unarmed. From a 
wordly point of view this was the safest and most lucrative course, The other alternative, which was actually 
adopted on the recommendation of the Prophet by the guidance of Allah, was to leave the booty alone and 
march out boldly against the well-armed and well-equipped Quraysh army of 1,000 men coming from Makkah. 
The Muslims had no more than 300 men, ill-armed, to oppose the force. But if they could defeat it, it would 
shake the selfish autocracy which was in possession of Makkah. By Allah's help they won a splendid victory, 
and the standard of Truth was established, never to be lowered again. 
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1184, Cf 3-128, 125, 126. The number of angels, a thousand at Badr and three thousand and five thousand 
at Uhud, is probably not to be taken literally, but to express a strength at least equal to the strength of the enemy. 


1185. All help comes ultimately from Allah. In special cases it may take special forms to put heart into 
us, and to fit in with our feelings and our psychology. 


1186. Cf 3:154 for Uhud. Calm (presence of mind) is essential in battle and in all posts of danger. If 
the mind is too much in a state of excitement, it cannot carry out a well-considered or well-concerned plan. 
This spirit of calm confidence on the part of the Muslims won against the blustering violence of the Quraysh. 


1187. The rain was welcome for many reasons. (1) Water was scarce both for drinking and ablutions; (2) 
the Muslim band, without baggage or equipment or comforts, found thar their thirst aggravated their fatigue; 
(3) the sand was loose, and the rain consolidated it and enabled them “to plant their feet firmly.” 


88. “Stain of Satan”: both literally and figuratively. Dirt is physically a symbol of evil, and the Mustims 
Were particular about ablutions before prayer. But the rain also refreshed their spirits and removed any lurking 
doubts in their minds (suggestions of the Evil One) that victory might be impossible in such adverse circumstances. 
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1189. The vulnerable parts of an armed man are above the neck. A blow on the neck, face, or head, 
finishes him off. If he has armour it is difficult to get at his heart. But if his hands are put out of action, 
he is unable to wield his sword or lance or other weapon, and easily becomes a prisoner. 


1190... The laws of spiritual fight are exactly similar to those enforced by military virtue and discipline. 


Meet your enemy fairly and squarely, not rashly, but after due preparation. Zah/an in the text (meeting in 
hostile array) implies a slow and well-planned proceeding towards a hostile army. When once in combat, carry 
it throughs there is no room for second thoughts. Death of victory should be the motto of every soldier: it 
may be death for himself individually, but if he has faith, there is ciumph in either case for his cause. Two 
exceptions are recognised: (1) reculer pour mieux sauter, to go back in order to jump forward; or to deceive 
the enemy by a feint; (2) if an individual or body is, by the chances of battle, isolated from his own force, 
he can fall back on his force in order to fight the battle, There is no virtue in mere single-handedness, Each 
individual must use his life and his resources to the best advantage for the common cause. 
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C. 90.—Be ready to obey Allah's call, and to hold 
(8:20-37.) All else as naught: He will give you 
The light, turn away all evil from you, 
And forgive you your sins and shortcomings. 
Ever keep in remembrance His mercies and grace. 
The godless may try to keep men 
From Allah, but they will not thrive: 
They will be hurled together to destruction, 


SECTION 3. 


20, ® ye who believe! 
Obey Allah and His Messenger, 
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1191. When the battle began, the Holy Prophet prayed, and threw a handful! of dust or sand at the enemy, 
which, as described in Traditions, struck the cyes of the enemy. This hada great psychological effect. Every 
act in the battle is aseribed to Allah, as it was in His cause and it was not undertaken except by His command, (R), 

192. Numerically the odds against the Muslims were three to one, In other ways they were at a disadvantage: 
of arms and equipment they had but little, while the enemy were well-found; they were inexperienced, while 
the Quraysh had brought their foremost warriors. In all this there was a test, bat the test was accompanied 
by gracious favours of countless walue: their Commander was one in whom they had perfect faith, and for 
whom they were ready to lay down their lives; the rain refreshed them; their spirit was unshaken; and they 
were fighting in Allah's cause. Thus the trial or cest became itself a blessing. 





1193. Fath = victory, decision, judgement: The Quraysh in Makkah had prayed for victory; they were 
confident that their superior numbers, equipment, and experience would be decisive. With a play on the word, 
they are told that the decision had) come, and the victory but not in the sense they had hoped for! 
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1194. Cf 2:98. 


1195, Cf 298 and 8:55, 


1196. There are two points to note. (1) Note that after Allah and His Messenger are mentioned, the pronoun 
and verb in che next clause are singular: everything that Allah's Messenger put forward as an injunction came 
by inspiration from Allah: the Messenger made his will coincide completely with Allah's will. (2) We are asked 
actively to give our response in deed and life to the call of duty and conscience, for that call leads to real 
life, the life eternal, even though it may apparently mean in this world the loss of things that make life dear 
or the loss of life itself, If we refer this to Jihad, t-e., fighting in and for the Cause, both literally and metaphiorically, 
the meaning becomes quite clear, 


1197, If the human heart is refractory and refuses to obey the call of Allah, that is not the end of the 
matter. Allah has to be reckoned with. The refusal may be because there was some pet human scheme which 
the heart of man was not willing to give up for Allah's Causs, Will that scheme come to fruition by refusing 
to serve the higher Cause? By no means. Man proposes, but God disposes. If the scheme or motive was perfectly 
secret from men, it was not secret from Allah. The heart is the innermost seat of man’s affections and desires; 
but Allah intervenes between man and his heart. (R). 


198, Fitnak has many meanings: (1) the root meaning is trial or temptation, asin 2:102 and 8:28; (2) 
an- analogous meaning is trial or punishment, as in 6:74; (5) tumult or oppression, as in 2:193; and here; 
and in 8:39; (4) there is here (8:25) the further shade of meaning suggested, discord, sedition, civil war. 

This warning against internal discord or tumult was very necessary in the Civil Wars of carly Islam, and 
was never more necessary than it is now, for it affects innocent and guilty alike, (see also 9:94). 
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1199. On the immediate occasion the Muslims were reminded that they were a small band in Makkab. 
despised and rejected; living in a state of insecurity for their persons, their lives, their property, and those 
of their dependents; persecuted and exiled and how by the grace of Allah they found a safe asylurn in Madinah. 
how they found friends and helpers, how their many needs were cared for, and how at length they gathered 
strength and numbers enough to defeat the forces of godlessness, injustice, and oppression. 

But for every individual, in some form or other, the lesson applies. His spiritual life begins humbly; be 
is despised and laughed at, perhaps persecuted and shut out from ordinary privileges open to all; but Allah 
gives him strength; friends spring up for him; and he is sustained until his highest spiritual desires are gradually 
fulfilled. 


1200. Trusts may be of various kinds: (1) property, goods, credit, etc. ; (2) plans, confidences, secrets, etc, 
(3) knowledge, talents, opportunities, etc, which we are expected to use for our fellow men. Men may betray 
the trust of Allah and His Prophet by misusing property, or abusing the confidence reposed in them, or the 
knowledge or talents given to them. On that special occasion, when the plans for the protection of Allah’ 
worshippers against annihilation were of special importance, the Prophet's trust and confidence had to be 
guarded with special care. Occasions for scrupulously respecting the trust and confidence of our fellow men 
occur every day in our life, and few of us can claim perfection in this respect. Hence the special distinction 
of the Prophet of Allah, who earned the title of Al Amin, the one who was true to every trust reposed in him, 


1201. A big family— many sons— was considered a source of power and strength: 5:10, 116, So in English, 
a man with many children is said to have his “quiver full;" Cf Psalms, 127:4-5: “As arrows are in the hands 
of a mighty man, so are the children of thy youth. Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them; they 
shall not be ashamed, but they shall speak with the enemies in the gate.” So with property and possessions; 
they add to a man’s dignity, power, and influence. But both possessions and a large family are a temptation 
and a trial. They may,turn out to be a source of spiritual downfall, if they are mishandled. or if the love 
of them excludes the love of Allah. 
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1202. Cf 2:53 and 2:185. The battle of Badr is called the Furga@n in Muslim theology, because it was 
the first trial of strength by battle, in Islam, between the powers of good and evil. Evil was defeated, and 
those who had real faith were tested and sorted out from those who had not faith enough to follow the banner 
of Faith. See also 8:4] and n, 1210. 


1208. The plots against Mustafa in Makkah aimed at three things. They were not only foiled, but Allah's 
wonderful working turned the tables, and brought good out of evil in each case. (1) They tried to hold the 
Prophet in subjection in Makkah by putting pressure on his uncles, relatives, and friends. But the more they 
persecuted, the more the little Muslim community grew in faith and numbers. (2) They tried to injure or 
day him. But the wonderful example of his humility, perseverance, and fearlessness furthered the cause of 
Islam. (3) They tried to get him and his followers out of their homes. But they found a new home in Madinah, 
from which they eventually reconquered not only Makkah, but Arabia and the world. 


1203-A, Cf 3:54. 


1204. Cf 6:25 and n. 1434 to 10:42. 
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1205. This was actually a challenge thrown out by the Infidels in Makkah, not seriously but as a taunt 
The answer is in the two following verses. Allah punishes in His own good time, not according to the foolish 
and frivolous taunts of the unbelievers. While the Holy Prophet was with them, he—the Mercy for the Worlds- 
conferred a certain amount of immunity to them. There were also other Muslims, just men who asked for 
forgiveness, And Allah keeps the door of repentance and forgiveness open to all as long as they make it possible 
But let them not be puffed up with pride, or think that they have lasting immunity, What became of Abi 
Jah? He and sorne of his greatest warriors were slain at Badr. The little autocratic clique that prevented Muslim 
from access to the Sacred Mosque had their Nemesis not long afterwards. They pretended to be its guardiam 
But were they? Could they be? Only the righteous could be true guardians to Allah's places of worship, and 
particularly to the Central House of the Ka‘bah. It was to be a place of pure worship, while their idolatrow 
worship was mere mummery— whistling and clapping of hands. All false worship advertises itself by noise and 
unseemly riot: it is said that the Pagans used to go naked round the Ka'bah. 
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C. 91 —The battle of Badr brought to an issue 
(8:38-64.) The fight between Truth and Unbelief: 
It was the Day of Differentiation. 
Not for spoils was it won, nor by numbers; 
But by courage and planning, union of wills, 
And pooling of strength and resources — 
Above all by the help of Allah, 
Whose help is ever all-sufficient. 
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1206. It is only when matters are brought to an issue that evil is separated distinctly from the good. Then 
evil consorts with evil, and good with good. The evil will be piled into a heap. When the cup is full, the punishment 
will come. There will be no mistake about it. The good should not be discouraged, because in fighting against 
them, all forces of evil join together and pool their resources together. The more they do so, the easier is the 
final arbitrament. It is-all in Allah's Plan. 


1207, Cf 2:193 and n. 207. 


1208; If they cease from fighting and from the persecution of truth, Allah judges ther by their actions 
and their motives, and would nov wish that they should be harassed with further hostility, But if they refuse 
all terms, the righteous have nothing to fear: Allah will help and protect them. 
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1209. The rule is that a fifth share is set apart for the Imam (the Commander) and the rest is divided 
among the forces. The fifth share reserved is expressed to be for Allah and the Prophet, and for charitable 
purposes for those to whom charity is due. Ultimately everything is at the disposal of Allah and His Prophet: 
8:1; but four-fifths are divided, and only one-fifth is retained for the special purposes. The Im&m has discretion 
as to the mode of division. In the Prophet's lifetime a certain portion was assigned to him and his near relatives. 


1210. “Testing’: Furg@n: Criterion between right and wrong, decision between the forces of faith and unbelief. 
The battle of Badr is called by this name. See 8:29 and n. 1202. 


1211. Allah's power is shown in the events detailed in the three verses following (vv. 42-44), leading to 
the complete victory of the Muslims over the pagan Quraysh. 


1212. The little Islamic force from Madinah went out to meet the big Makkan army, and they met oo 
the two sides of a valley at Badr, while the Quraysh caravan was on lower ground towards the sea, about § 
miles from Badr. 


1215. They were all at cross purposes. The caravan was making for Makkah, but scarcely thought it could 
get there. The Quraysh force was trying to save the caravan and then annihilate the Muslims. The Muslims 
had decided to let the caravan alone but attack the Quraysh army from Makkah, which they thought a 
going to be small, but which turned out to be big, more than three times their number. Yet the two forces 
met, precisely at the spot and at the time when a decisive battle should take place and the Muslims dispox 
of the pretensions of the Makkans. If they had carefully planned a mutual appointment, they could not have 
carried it out more precisely, 

On the Muslim side the few martyrs knew that the victory was theirs and those who survived the battle 
enjoyed the fruits of the victory. On the pagan side; both those who died and those who lived knew fully the 
issue joined. Even psychologically both sides went in with full determination to decide the issue 


| 
| 
| 
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1214. The Muslim army, though they knew their worldly disadvantage, did not realise the full odds against 
them. The Makkans came exulting in any case, and they despised the contemptible little. force opposed to 
them. Even though they thought the Muslim force was twice as great as it was (3:15), still that number was 
contemptible, when taken with its poor equipment. Both these psychological mistakes subserved the Plan, 
which was to bring the matter toa decisive issue, whether the Pagansof Makkah were to continue their arrogant 
oppression, or the religion of Allah was to be established in freedom and honour. 
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47. And be not like those 
Who started from their homes 
Insolently and to be seen of men, 
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48. Remember Satan made 
Their (sinful) acts seem 
Alluring to them, and said: 
“No one among men 
Can overcome you this day, 
While I am near to you”: 
But when the two forces 
Came in sight of each other, 
He turned on his heels, 
And said: “Lo! I am clear 
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49, flict the Hypocrites say, and those 
whose hearts is a disease:'*"* 
“These people —their religion 
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1215. A fine description of the Muslim virtues which make for success and whose loss brings about 
humiliation and failure. “Power”: literally, “wind’—the favourable wind for a sailing ship. 


1216. A true description of the Makkan army which met its doom. 


1217. It is the way with the leaders of evil, when they find their cause lost, that they wash their hands 
of their followers and leave them in the lureh. They see more clearly then their dupes. They are not sirnpletons; 
they know the consequences of the wrath of Allah. Satan's “fear” of Allah is terror combined with hatred —the 
very opposite of the feeling which is described in Tagua, wiz., the desire to avoid doing anything against Allaby 
will, such desire being founded on trust in Allah and the love of Allah. 


1218. Cf 2:10, for “disease in the heart” 
‘Trust in Allah brings its own reward: our cyes are opened, and we see how great, good, and wise is the 


Cherisher of the Worlds. Others may sneer and despise. But the blessing of Allah keeps our minds fresh and 
our hearts contented. 
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1219. In contrast to the taunt against those who trust in Allah, “that their religion has misled them,” 
is shown the terrible punishment, after death, of those who laughed at Faith. 


1220. hs ghambaaded 25 wii wb deb ehkireneneterererony because Allah is never unjust 
in the least to His servants. 


1221. Allah bestows His grace freely, but He never withdraws it arbitrarily. Before He changes their state 
and circumstances, an actual state of rebellion and contumacy has arisen in their own souls, which brings 
about its inevitable punishment. 


1222. These words from the address of the angels are quoted again, in order to add the comment that 
follows. Note that in verse 52, the words were that they rejected the Signs of Allah and were punished: here 
the words are that they treated the Signs as false and were destroyed~—a higher degree of guilt deserved a 
severer punishment. 
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1223. In 8:22 we were warned against “the worst of beasts in the sight of Allah”, who do not make use 
of their faculties of hearing; speaking and understanding, in the service of Allah, and in fact misuse their 
faculties to blaspheme Allah. The same brute creatures are shown here in another light: they_sre feithlen 
both to Allah and man, 


1224. The immediate occasion was the repeated treachery of the Bani Qurayzah after their treaties with 
the Muslims, But the general lesson remains, as noted in the two following verses, Treachery in war is doubly 
wrong, for it endangers so many lives, Such treachery should be punished in such a way that it gets no chance 
again. Not only the actual perpetrators but those who follow their standard should be rendered powerless, 
And the broken treaty should be denounced so that the innocent party can at least fight on equal terms. From 
actual physical warfare we can carry the same lesson to spiritual warfare. A truce or understanding is possible 
with those who respect definite principles, not with those who have no principles and are merely out for oppression 
and wickedness. 


1224-A. The purpose of the verse is to urge Muslims to act against their enemies described above with 
a severity and resoluteness which would serve as a deterrent to other enemies of Islam who might be inclined 
to follow their example and act treacherously towards Muslims. (Eds.). 
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1225. The immediate occasion of this injunction was the weakness of cavalry and appointments of war 
inghe carly fights of Islam. But the general meaning follows. In every fight, physical, moral, or spiritual, 
arm yourself with the best weapons and the best arms against your enemy, sO as to instil wholesome respect 
into him for you and the Cause you stand for. 


1226. There are always turking enemies whom you may not know, but whom Allah knows. It is your duty 
to be ready against all, for the sacred Cause under whose banner you are fighting. 


1227. Be always ready and put all your resources into your Cause. You do not do so in vain. Allah's reward 
will come in various forms. He knows all, and His reward wil) always be more generous than you can possibly 
deserve. 


1228, While we must always be ready for the good fight lestit be forced on us, even in the midst of the 
fight we must always be ready for peace if there is any inclination towards peace on the other side. There 
is no merit merely in a fight by itself. It should be a joyful duty not for itself, but to establish the reign of 
peace and righteousness and Allah's Law. 


1229. In working for peace there may be certain risk of treachery on the other side, We must take that 
risk: because the men of Faith have Allah's aid to count upon and the strength of the united body of the 


righteous. (R). 
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1250. On the immediate occasion, the greatest miracle and most wonderful working of Allah's grace was 


the union of hearts produced among the jarring, war-like, excitable elements of Arabia under the gentle, firm, 
and wise guidance of Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah. At all times we must pray to Allah for this gift 
above all—union, understanding, and pure and sincere affection among those who take Allah's name. With 
it there is strength and success. Without it there is humiliation, slavery, and moral degradation. There may 
be many causes of difference and dispute. The reconciliation can only come from the glory and wisdom of Allah. 


1231. The Believers: mere lip-profession of belief; or even the kind of belief that does not result in action, 


is not enough. To those whose belief is so sincere that it results in complete trust in Allah and in fearless action 
in His service, the consequences on this earth do not matter. Allah's good pleasure is enough for them. 
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1282. In a fight, odds of ten-to-one against anyone are appalling, But they do not daunt the men of 
faith. Whether they personally win or die, their Cause prevails, They are sure to win: because (1) they have 
divine aid, and (2) even humanly speaking, those who take up arms against truth and righteousness are fools, 
and their seeming power is but a broken reed. 


1283. Given equal conditions, Muslims on account of their faith could win against odds of ten-to-one. 
But where their organisation and equipment are weak, as was the case about the time of Badr, they were 
set a lighter task, and asked to tackle no more than odds of two to one against them: As a matter of fact 
at Badr they won through agaimst odds of more than three to one. * 


1234. An ordinary war may be for territory or trade, revenge or military glory—all “temporal goods of 
this world.’ Such a war is condemned, But a Jihad is fought under strict conditions laid down by Islam, and 
solely for the cause of Allah, All baser motives, therefore are strictly excluded. The greed of gain in the shape 
of ransom from captives has no place in such warfare, (R). 


At the same time, if there has been heavy loss of life already, captives may be taken, and it would be 
for the Imam to exercise his discretion as to the time when it was safe to release them, and whether the release 
should be free or on parole or on a fine by way of punishment. Destruction and slaughter, however repugnant 
to a gentle soul like that of Muhammad, were inevitable where evil tried to suppress the good, Even Jesus, 
whose mission was more limited, had to say: “Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not 
to send peace but a sword.” (Matt. 10:34), (Cf 47:4). 


Seventy captives were taken at Badr, and it was decided to take ransom for them. While the general principle 
of fighting for the purpose of taking Pi GREE eGhBION Ian pie ransom is condemned, the particular action 
in this case was approved in vu 6871. 
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1235. Though any motive of worldly gain, which may have been in the minds of some among the vic 
torious Muslim army, is condemned as worthy of a severe penalty, what actually happened is ascribed to 
the Plan of Allah, which was: pre-ordained. Among the prisoners taken were the Prophet's uncle al ‘Abbas 
and ‘An's brother Aqil, whé afterwards became Muslims. Al ‘Abbas was an ancestor of the founder of the 
celebrated “Abbasi Dynasty which played such a notable part in Islamic history. In his case the promise 
made in verse 70 was amply fulfilled. In the case of all prisoners, if there was any good in their hearts, their 
very fight against Islam and their capture led to their being blessed with Islam, Thus does Allah's Plan work 
in a marvellous way, and evolve good out of seeming evil. 


1236. Enjoy: literally, eat, See 7:19, n. 1004, and 5:66, n. 776. 
f 


1287. This is a consolation to the prisoners of war. In spite of their previous hostility, Allah will 
forgive them in His mercy if there was any good in their hearts, and confer upon them a far higher 
gift than anything they have ever lost. This gift in its highest sense would be the blessing of Islam, 
but even in a material sense, there was great good fortune awaiting them, e.g., in the case of al ‘Abbi, 
(see n. 1235). 

Note how comprehensive is Allah's care. He encourages and strengthens the Muslims, at the same 
time condemning any baser motives that may have entered their minds. He consoles the prisoners of 
war and promises them better things if there is any good in them at all. And He offers comfort to 
those who have left their homes in His Cause, and knits them into closer fellowship with those who 
have helped them and sympathised with them. 


1238. If the kindness shown to them is abused by the prisoners of war when they are released, 
it is not a matter of discouragement to those who showed the kindness. Such persons have in their 
treachery shown already their treason to Allah, in that they took up arms against Allah's Prophet, 
and sought to blot out the pure worship of Allah. The punishment of defeat, which opened the eyes 
of some of their comrades, evidently did not open their eyes. But Allah knows all, and in His wisdom 
will order all things for the best. The Believers have done their duty in showing such clemency as they 
could in the circumstances of war. For them “Allah sufficeth” (8:62). 
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1239. The reference is to the MuAdpirin and Ansér, the Emigrants and the Helpers, the people who forsook 
their homes and adopted voluntary exile from Makkan company with their beloved Leader, and their good 
friends in Madinah, who gave them asylum and every kind of assistance, moral and material, Under the magnetic 
personality of the Holy Prophet these two groups became like blood-brothers, and they were so treated in matters 
of inheritance during the period when they were cut off from their kith and kin, 


1240. The Believers (Muslims) were entitled to all assistance in matters of religion. But if they were not 
strong enough to suffer voluntary exile on behalf of the Cause and make the personal sacrifices which their 
more ardent brethren in faith made, they could not reasonably ask for political or military assistance or protection. 


1241. If a community suffers voluntary exile on account of persecution and oppression, and some of its 
weaker brethren stay behind, holding fast to faith but not prepared for the higher sacrifice, the exiles have 
sill a duty to help their weaker brethren in matters of religion. The exiles, being at open war against the 
state which oppressed them, would be free to fight against such state. But if the weaker brethren are in a 
sate in mutual alliance with the community, the community cannot in honour interfere with that state, whether 
it s Muslim or not. Presumably the alliance implies that the grievances of the weaker brethren will be redressed 
by the state itself. But it is not honourable to embarrass your own ally, 


Strah 8: Al Anfal 434 Uys gi 


(Protect each other), Sci. & 
There would be PV GESS 
Tumult and oppression a WE 335 


On earth, and great mischief.'*** 


74. Those who believe, i, ae PENG IZEN <ONG 

And adopt exile, 

And fight for the Faith, BE pipel ec stak We 

aw 

In the cause of Allah, J Sage 

As well as those Ahi i rppihyeet nf i 
Who give (them) asylum Sy mah \yslecially 
And aid —these are (all) Coates ee 
In very truth the Believers: amd nt pal | ot 
For them is the forgiveness *y oe, oan 
Of sins and a provision rs 298 pins 


Most generous."** 


75. And those who hayee Sf, os 
Accept Faith subsequently/*** a 4 © 
And adopt exile, ages Vets 

nd adopt exile aie ree 


And fight for the Faith 


In your company — ets 4 Sit Ks 


They are of you. ; 

} o- at 
aS sans 
Im the Book of Allah eee 
dei fies well-acquainted : tnley & Aa 4 ‘4, 





1242, Evil consorts with evil. The good have all the more reason for drawing together and not only living 
in mutual harmony, but being ready at all times to protect each other. Otherwise the world will be given over 


to aggressions by unscrupulous people. ec RAY BE Sb a a BL 
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Faith by their actions, They have loved Allah much,and much will be forgiven: them. What they sacrificed 
was, perhaps, judged by universal standards, of small value, but its value will be estimated by the precious 
love behind it, and ics reward will be of no ordinary kind. It will not be a reward in the ordinary sense at 
all, for a reward is given once-and for all. It will be a provision which lasts forever, and is on the most generous 
scale. 


1244. Those who come into the fold last are none the less brethren in the fullest acceptation of the term. 
But any special provisions made in the special circumstances of the first martyrs for the Cause will not of 
course apply to them as the special Grcumstances which made them necessary have ceased to exist. See next note. 


1245. The Book of Allah, i.¢., che Universal Plan, the Eternal Decree, the Preserved Tablet (85:22). Blood: 
relationship and its rights and duties do not depend on special circumstances of a temporary nature. Any 
temporary rights of mutual inheritance established between the early Emigrants and Helpers (n. 1259) would 
not apply to later recruits, who would come under entirely different circumstances. 
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INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 9—AL TAWBAH or BARA AH 


Logically this Surah follows up the argument of the last Sirah (8), and indeed may be 
considered a part of it, although chronologically the two are separated by an interval of seven years, 


We saw that Sirah 8 dealt with the large questions arising at the outset of the life of a 
new Ummah or organised nation: questions of defence under attack, distribution of war acquisitions 
after victory, the virtues needed for concerted action, and clemency and consideration for one's 
own and for enemies in the hour of victory. We pass on in this Sdrah to deal with the question: 
what is to be done if the enemy breaks faith and is guilty of treachery? No nation can go on 
with a treaty if the other party violates it at will; but it is laid down that a period of four months 
should be allowed by way of notice after denunciation of the treaty; that due protection should 
be accorded in the intervening period; that there should always be open the door to repentance 
and reunion with the people of Allah; and that if all these fail, and war must be undertaken, 
it must be pushed with the utmost vigour. 


These are the general principles deducible from the Surah. The immediate occasion for 
their promulgation may be considered in connection with the chronological place of the Surah. 


Chronologically, verses 1-29 were a notable declaration of state policy promulgated about 
the month of Shawwal, A.H. 9, and read out by ‘Alr at the Pilgrimage two months later in order 
to give the policy the widest publicity possible, The remainder of the SGrah, verses 30-129, was revealed 
a little earlier, say about the month of Ramadan, A.H. 9, and sums up the lessons of the Prophet's 
Tabak expedition in the late summer of A.H. 9 (say October 650). 


Tabuk is a place near the frontier of Arabia, quite close to what was then Byzantine territory 
in the Province of Syria (which includes Palestine), It is on the Hijaz Railway, about 350 miles 
northwest of Madinah, and 150 miles south of Ma’an, It had a fort and a spring of sweet water. 
In consequence of strong and persistent rumours that the Byzantines (Romans) were preparing 
to invade Arabia and that the Byzantine Emperor himself had arrived near the frontier for the 
purpose, the Prophet collected as large a force as he could, and marched to Tabuk. The Byzantine 
invasion did not come off. But the Prophet took the opportunity of consolidating the Muslim 
position in that direction and making treaties of alliance with certain Christian and Jewish tribes 
near the Gulf of ‘Aqabah. On his return to Madinah he considered the situation. During his absence 
the Hypocrites had played, as always, a double game; and the policy hitherto followed, of free 
access to the sacred centre of Islam to Muslims and Pagans alike —was now altered, as it had been 
abused by the enemies of Islam. 


This is the only Sirah to which the usual formula of Bismillah is not prefixed. It was among 
the last of the Sirahs revealed, and though the Prophet had directed that it should follow Surah 
8, it was not clear whether it was to form a separate Surah or only a part of Surah 8. It is now 
treated as a separate SUrah, but the Bismillah is not prefixed to it, as there is no warrant for 
supposing that the Prophet used the Bismillah before it in his recitation of the Qur'an. The Strah 
is known under many names: the most commonly used are (1) Al Tawbah (Repentance), with 
reference to 9:104 and (2) Bara‘ah (The Disavowal), the opening word of the Strah. 
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Summary—Treaties with those Pagans who have treacherously broken their terms are 
denounced, but four months’ time is given for adjustments or repentance. Pagans to be excluded 
from the sacred Mosques. Infidelity to be fought (9:1-29, and C. 93). 


The People of the Book have obscured the light of Allah, but the Truth of Allah must 
prevail over all. We must be ready to fight for the Faith that is in us; otherwise we shall be unworthy 
to uphold Allah’s banner, and He will raise other people in our place (9:30-42, and C. 94), 


‘The Hypocrites and their double dealing: their evil ways pointed out. Their punishment 
will be as sure as the blessings of the righteous (9:43-72, and C. 95). 


All evil should be resisted, unless there is repentance: falsehood is not content with breach 
of faith but mocks all good: it should not be envied but shunned (9:78-99, and C. 96). 


The good pleasure of Allah is with those who are sincere and make sacrifices in His cause; 
He will forgive those who do wrong and repent, but not those who intend mischief and foment 
unbelief and disunion among believers. The Believers by their self-surrender obtain eternal Felicity. 
Allah will turn-in mercy even to those who, though they waver or fail in duty, turn at last to 
Him (9;100-118, and C_ 97). 


Those who believe should associate with the righteous and the truthful, actively doing their 
duty. But if the Community marches out, a part of them should remain behind for the purpose 
of diligently studying religion and teaching their brethren when they return. Every Sirah increases 
the faith of thase who believe, though those diseased in heart may add doubt to doubt. Trust 
in Allah, Lord of the Throne of Glory (9:119-129, and C. 98), 


C. 98.—If the Pagans repeatedly break 
(9:1-29.) Their treaties, denounce the treaties, 
But give them time cither to repent 
Or to prepare for the just punishment 
Of their treachery. Punish the chiefs 
Of the treacherous, and destroy them. 
But if one of them seek asylum, 
Give it: let him hear the Word 
Of Allah and escort him to security. 
Be true to the true, but fight those 
“ Who are false to plighted word 
And taunt you for your Faith. 
No one has the right to approach 
The mosques of Allah unless 
He believes in Allah and follows 
Allah's Law, the law of righteousness. 
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Sirah 9. 


Al Tawbah (The Repentance) or RAS degli 


Bara'‘ah (The Disavowal) 
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1246. Baré@'ah: usually translated “immunity”. 1 do not think that word correctly represents the Arabic 
word in this context, Tine guneint sense <8 wapralnnd ta he Antec Rating 26 tbs Sated: In verse 5 below I use 
the periphrasis “dissolve treaty obligations’ which goes some way to explain the meaning. The Pagans and 
enemies of Islam frequently made treaties of mutual alliances with the Muslims, The Muslims scrupulously 
observed their part, but the Pagans violated their part again and again when it suited them. After some years’ 
experience it became imperative to denounce such treaties altogether. This was done in due form, with four 
months’ notice, and a chance was given to those who faithfully observed their pledges, to continue their 
alliance. (R.). 


1247, Four Months Some Commentators understand by this the four forbidden months in which warfare 
by ancient Arabian custom was unlawful, etz., Rajab, Dhu al Qa‘dah, Dhu al Hijjah, and Muharram; See 
2194 n. But it is better to take the signification of the four months immediately following the Declaration. 
Assuming that the Sirah was promulgated early in Shawwal (see Introduction), the four months would be 
Shawwal, Dhu al Qa'dah, Dhu al Hijjah, and Muharram, of which the last three would also be the customary 
Prohibited Months. 


1248. The great day of Hay is either the 9th of Dhu al Hijjah,(Arafah), or the 10th (the Day of Sacrifice). 
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1249. The sacred duty of fulfilling all obligations of every kind, to Muslims and non Muslims, in public 
as well as private life, is a cardinal feature of Muslim ethics. The question of what is to be done with thor 
who abuse thif principle by failing in their duty but expect the Muslims to do their part is not to be solved 
(in the case of treaties) by a general denunciation of treaties but by a careful consideration of the cases where 
there has been fidelity and not treachery. There we are enjoined to give the strictest fidelity, as it is a part 
of ‘righteousness. and our duty to Allah. 


1250. The emphasis is on the first clause: it is only when the four months of grace are past, and the 
other party shows no signs of desisting from its treacherous designs by right conduct. that the state of wer 
supervenes — between Faith and Unfaith. 


1251. When war becomes inevitable. it must be prosecuted with vigour. According to the English phrase, 
you cannot fight with kid gloves, The fighting may take the form of slaughter, or capture, or siege, or ambush 
and other stratagems. But even then there is room for repentance and amendment on the part of the guilty 
party, and if that takes place, our duty is forgiveness and the establishment of peace. 


1252. The repentance must be sincere, and that is shown by conduct—a religious spirit of true prayer 
and charity, In that case we are not to bar the gate against the repentant, On the contrary we must do all 
we can to make their way easy, remembering that Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 


1253, Even among the enemies of Islam. actively fighting against Islam, there may be individuals who 
may be im @ position.to require protection. Full asylum is to be given to them, and opportunites provided 
for hearing the Word of Allah. If they accept the Word, they become Muslims and brethren, and no further 
question arises, If they do not see their way to accept islam, they will require double protection: (1) from 
the Islamic forces openly fighting against their people, and (2) from their own people, as they detached themselvs 
from them. Both kinds of protection should be ensured for them, and they should be safely escorted to a place 
where they can be safe. Such persons only err through ignorance, and there may be much good in them 
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1254. Ma'manah. place or opportunity of being secure from all harm. 


1255. In this section we have the reasons why the treaties with treacherous Pagan foes were denounced. 
The clause introducing the exception is a parenthetical clause, The word “Pagans” must be connected with 
verse 8 which follows, In that verse the word hayfa resumes the clause introduced by the word kay/fa at the 
beginning of verse 7, The exceptional Pagan tribes which remained true to their word were the Bani Hamzah 
and the Banii Kindna, who swore their treaty near the Sacred Mosque and faithfully observed it. They were 
to be given the full benefit of their fidelity even though their kindred wibes were treacherous. 


_,, 1256. The exceptions having been stated parenthetically in verse 7, the indictment of the general mass 
of Pagan tribes is now set out briefly but fully and convincingly. After that kind of behaviour how can a treaty 
be possible with them? The counts are: (1) that whenever they got a slight advantage, they disregarded the 
ties both of kinship and of covenant as against the Muslims because of their Faith, thus proving doubly 
treacherous; (2) that they spoke fair words, but had venom in their hearts; (3) that their attitude was one 
of rebellion against their plighted word; (4) that they disregarded the solemn Signs of Allah for some miserable 
worldly gain; (5) that they tried to prevent other people from coming to the Way of Allah. The first clause 
is repeated again as the last clause, to emphasize their double treachery, and round off the argument. 


1257. Among the Arabs, the ties of kinship were so strong as to be almost unbreakable. The Pagan Arabs 
went out of their way to break them in the case of the Muslims, who were kith and kin to:them. Besides the 
bond of kinship there was the further bond of their plighted oath in the Treaty. They broke that oath because 
the other parties were Muslims. 
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10. In a Believer they respect not 
The ties either of kinship 
Or of covenant! It is they 
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1258, The catalogue of their sins being set out, it is clear that they were aggressors in the worst possible 
ways; and war became inevitable, 

1259. The chance of repentance and mercy to the worst enemies is again emphasised, in order that people 
with any understanding may not be misled into thinking that war was an easy or light matter. This emphasis 
is balanced by the emphasis in the next verse on the causes which made war inevitable for those with any 
self-respect. 

1260. Not only did the enemies break their oaths shamelessly, but they even taunted the Muslims on theit 
Faith and the “simple-minded” way in which they continued to respect their part of the treaty, as if they were 
afraid to fight! (Cf 2.124 and 36:12). 

1261. The argument now takes a new turn. An appeal is made to the Muslims on various grounds: (1) 
the shameless disregard of treaties by the enemy, (2) the underhanded plot to discredit the Holy Prophet. 
and turn him out of Madinah as he had been turned out of Makkah, (5) the aggression taken by the Quraysh 
and their confederates in‘'Madinah after the treaty to Hudaybiyah (A. H. 6, Dhu al Qa‘dah, Feb, 628), (4) 
the manly attitude that fears Allah rather than men, and (5) the need to prove our sincere faith by cest and 
trial and struggle and sacrifice (9:16). 


13. Bin ye not fight people 
Who violated their oaths, 
Plotted to expel the Messenger,'*" 
And took to aggression 
By being the first (to assault) you? 
Do ye fear them? Nay, 
It is Allah Whom ye should 
More justly fear, if ye believe! 


14. Fight them, and Allah will 
Punish them by your hands, 
Cover them with shame, 
Help,you (to victory) over them, 
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1262, Heal the breasts of believers, 1.¢., of wounds that they may have sustained from the asaules, taunts, 
and cruelty of the enemy. 


1263. When the victory comes and the wounds are healed, a great peace comes to'the hearts of those 
who have suffered, striven, and struggled. The fighting was an abnormal necessity forced by injustice and 
oppression. When Allah's Law is established, the fire of indignation is b aapet and the true Peace of Islam 
is attained. 


1264, Allah's mercy is unlimited. When evil is destroyed, many of those who were enticed by evil will 
come into the fold of truth and righteousness, and the cessation of war and conflict will bring peace, certainly 
to those who fought for the right, but also possibly to those whose eyes have been opened to the working of 
Allah? Law and who in healing reconciliation become members of the Brotherhood of Peace in Islam. 


1265. Some translators have taken a different verbal construction of this passage, but the ultimate effect 
in meaning is the same: we must all be tested and tried, but Allah knows our inmost hearts, and He will 
support those who strive in His way, out of sincere love for Him, His Prophet, and the body of the true men of faith. 


1266. Amara as applied to mosques implies the following ideas: (1) to build or repair; (2) to maintain 
in fitting dignity; (8) to visit for purposes of devotion; and (4) fill with light and life and activity, For brevity 
1 have only used the two words “visit and maintain” in the translation. 

Before the preaching of Islam the Pagans built, repaired, and maintained the Mosque, and celebrated Pagan 
ceremonies in it, including naked circumambulation round the Kabah, They made an income out of it, Islam 
protested, and the Pagans ejected Muslims and their Leader from Makkah, and shut them out from the Ka’bah 
itself. When the Muslims were strong enough to retake Makkah (A. H. 8), they purified the Mosque and 
reestablished the worship of the true God. The families who previously held control could not after this be \ 
allowed sm a state of Paganism to control the Mosque any longer. If they became Muslims, it was a different 
matter. The further question arose: should they be allowed to visit it and practise their unseemly Pagan rites? 
Obviously this would be derogatory to the dignity and honour of the Mosque, and was forbidden. This was 
the particular occasion to which the yerse refers. The general deduction is clear A house of Allah is a place 
of sincere devotion, not a theatre for vulgar rites nor a source of worldly income, Only sincere Believers have 
a right of entry. Who the sincere Believers are, is explained in the next verse. 
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18. The mosques of Allah 
Shall be visited and maintained 
By such as believe in Allah 
And the Last Day, establish 
Regular prayers, and practise 
Regular charity, and fear 
None (at all) except Allah!** 
It is they who are expected 
To be on true guidance!*** 
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19. Do ye make the giving'*®* 
Of drink to pilgrims, 
Or the maintenance of 
The Sacred Mosque, equal 
To (the pious service of) those 
Who believe in Allah 
And the Last Day, and strive 
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20. Those who believe, and suffer 
Exile and strive with might 
And_ main, in Allah's, cause,?7° 
With their goods and their 

persons, 


1267. See the previous note. Sincere Believers are those who have faith in Allah and the future, and have 
a spirit of devotion and charity—a true and abiding spirit, not merely isolated acts now and then. Moreover 
they must not bow to worldly greed or ambition, which produces fear of worldly power. 


1268. Others may call themselves by what names they like. True guidance is shown by the tests here indicated. 


1269. Giving drinks of cold water to thirsty pilgrims, and doing material services to a mosque are meritorious 
acts, but they are only external. If they do not touch the soul, their value is slight. Far greater, in the sight 
of Allah, are Faith, Endeavour, and self-surrender to Allah. Men who practise these will obtain honour in 
the sight of Allah. Allah’s light and guidance comes to them, and not to those self-sufficient beings who think 
that a little show of what the world considers piety is enough. 


1270. Here is a good description of Jihad. It may require fighting in Allah's cause, as a form of self-sacrifice. 
But its essence consists in (1) a true and sincere Faith; which so fixes its gaze on Allah, that all selfish or worldly 
motives seem paltry and fade away, and (2) in carnest and ceaseless activity, mvolving the sacrifice (if need 
be) of life, person, or property, in the service of Allah. Mere brutal fighting is opposed to the whole spirit 
of Jihad, whilé the sincere scholar's pen or preacher's voice or wealthy man’s contributions may be the mosp 
valuable forms of Jihad. aye 
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1271. Those who strive and suffer in Allah's cause are promised (1) a mercy specially from Himself, (2) 
His own good pleasure, (3) gardens of perpetual delight, (4) the supreme reward, Allah's own Presence or 
nearness. These are in gradation: (1) is a special mercy, higher than flows out to all creatures; (2) is a consciousness 
of Allah's good pleasure, which raises the soul above itself; (5) is that state of permanent spiritual assurance, 
which is typified by gardens of perpetual delight, and (4) is the final bliss, which is the sight of Allah Himself. (R), 


1272, Man's heart clings to (1) his own kith and kin— parents, ‘children, brothers and sisters, husbands 
or wives, or other relatives, (2) wealth and prosperity, (3) commerce or means of profit and gain, or (4) noble 
buildings, for dignity or comfort. If these are a hindrance in Allah's cause, we have to choose which we love 
most. We must love Allah even if it involves the sacrifice of all else. 
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1273, If we love our earthly ties and comforts, profits and pleasures, more than we love Allah, and therefore 
fail to respond to’ Allah's cause, it is mot Allah's cause which will suffer. Allah's purpose will be accomplished, 
with or without us. But our failure to respond to His will must leave us spiritually poorer, bereft of grace 
and guidance: “for Allah guides not the rebellious”. 

This is of universal application. But it was strikingly illustrated in the case of those faithful ones who 
obeyed the Prophet's call, left the comfort of their homes in Makkah and suffered exile in.Madinah, gave 
up their trade and their possessions, strove and fought for Allah's cause, sometimes against their own kith 
and kin or their own tribesmen who were enemies of Islam. They won through, Orhers were not prepared 
for such sacrifice, but their failure did not stop the accomplishment of Allah's plan and purpose. 
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1274. Hunayn is on the road to TWif from Makkah about fourteen miles to the east of Makkah. It is 
a valley in the mountainous country.between Makkah and Tw'if. Immediately after the conquest of Makkah, 
(A-H. 8), the Pagan idolaters, who were surprised.and chagrined at the wonderful reception which Islam was 
receiving, organised a great gathering near TWif to concert plans for attacking the Prophet. The Hawizin 
and the Thagif tribes took the lead and prepared a great expedition for Makkah, boasting of their strength 
and military skill. There was on the other hand a wave of confident enthusiasm among.the Muslims at Makkab, 
in which the new Muslims joined. The enemy forces numbered about 4,000 but the Muslim force reached 
a total of ten or twelve thousand, as everyone wished to join. The battle was joined at Hunayn, as described 
in the next note. 


1275. For the first time the Muslims had at Hunayn tremendous odds in their favour. But this itself 
constituted a danger, Many in their ranks had more enthusiasm than wisdom, more a spirit of elation than 
of faith and confidence in the righteousness of their cause. The enemy had the advantage of knowing the 
ground thoroughly. They laid an ambush in which the advance guard of the Muslim forces was caught. The 
country is hilly, in which the enemy concealed himself, As soon as the Muslim vanguard entered the Hunayn 
valley, the enemy fell upon them with fury and caused havoc with their arrows from their places of concealment 
In such ground the numbers of the Muslims were themselves a disadvantage. Many were slain. and many turned 
back in confusion and retreat. But the Prophet, as ever, was calm in bis wisdom and faith He rallied his 
forces and inflicted the most crushing defeat on the enemy. 


1276. Salinah: calm, peace, security, tranquility. Cf 2:248. The Prophet never approved of overweening 
confidence, or reliance merely upon human strength, or human resources or numbers. In the hour of danger 
and seeming disaster, he was perfectly calm, and with cool courage relied upon the help of Allah, Whow 
standard he carried. His calmness inspired all around him, and stopped the rout of those who had turned 
their backs. It was with Allah's help that they won, and their victory was complete, They followed it up with 
an energetic pursuit of the criemies, capturing their camps, their flocks and herds, and their families, whom 
they had boastfully brought with them in expectation of an easy victory. 


1277. Examples of Allah's mercy and grace in difficult circumstances in one case illustrate His grace and 
mercy at all times to those who have faith 
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1278. Unclean: both literally and metaphorically; because Muslims are enjoined to be strict in ablutions 
and physical cleanliness, as well as in purity of mind and heart, so that their word can be relied upon. 


1279, Thes year of theirs: there is a two-fold meaning: (1) now that you have complete control of Makkah, 
and are charged with the purity of worship there, shut out all impurity from this year! (2) you have seen how 
the Pagans have behaved this year; their year of power and misuse of that power may be called their year; 
it is over, and now you Muslims are responsible. 


1280. The concourse in Makkah added to the profits of trade and commerce. "But fear not,’ we are told; 
“the Pagans are a waning power, bound to disappear, and you should strengthen your own community, that 
they may more than counterbalance the apparent loss of custom; and Allah has other means of improving 
your economic position.” This actually happened. The Pagans were extinguished from Arabia, and the concourse 
of Pilgrims from all parts of the world increased the numbers more than a hundredfold. Here is common-sense, 
wisdom, and statesmanship, even if we look at it from a purely human paint of view. 


1281. Jizyah: the root meaning is compensation. The derived meaning, which became the technical meaning, 
was a poll tax levied from those who did not accept Islam, but were willing to live under the protection of 
Islam, and were thus tacitly willing co submit to its ideals being enforced in the Muslim State. There was 
no amount permanently fixed for it, and in any case it was merely symbolical —an acknowledgment that those 
whose religion was tolerated would in their turn not interfere with the preaching and progress of Islam. Imam 
Shaft’ suggests one dmar per year, which would be the Arabian gold dmar of the Muslim States, 
equivalent in value to about half a sovereign, or about 5 or 7 rupees. See n. 410 to 3:75. The tax varied 
in amount, and there were exemptions for the poor, for females and children (according to Abu 
Hantfah), for slaves, and for monks and hermits. Being a tax on able-bodied males of military age, 
it was in a sense a commutation for military service. But see the next note. 


1282. An Yadsn (literally, from the hand) has been variously interpreted. The hand being the symbol 
of power and authority, I accept the interpretation “in token of willing submission.” The jizyah was 
thus partly symbolic and partly a commutation for military service, but as the amount was insignificant 
and the exemptions numerous, its symbolic character predominated. See the last note. 
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1283. Inn. 718 to 5:18, | have quoted passages from the Old Testament, showing how freely the expression 
“sons of God” was used by the Jews. A sect of them called ‘Uzayr a son of God, according to al Baiddwt. 
In Appendix Il (Sirah 5.) I have shown that the constitution of Judaism dates from ‘Uzayr (Ezra). 
The Christians still call Christ the Son of God. 


1284. ‘Taking men for gods or sons of God was not a new thing. All ancient mythologies have fables 
of that kind. There was less excuse for such blasphemies after the Prophets of Allah had clearly explained 
our true relation to Allah than in the umes of primitive ignorance and superstition. 


1285. Of. 5:75. 


1286, Ahbar: doctors of law: priests; learned men. Cf 5:44, where they are associated with Rabbis, 
Ruhban: monks, ascetics, anchorites, men who have renounced the world; where there is a celibate 
clergy. the term can be applied to them as well as to members of monastic orders. It is also permissible 
to apply the term to “saints”, nigeertaiy reniekacibp candidate bie Heme men NO EL 
pray to them as they do in the Roman Catholic Church. 


1287. Priest worship, and the worship of saints and ascetics is a form of superstition to which men 
have been prone in all ages. The growth of Jewish superstition is shown in the Talmud, and of Christian 
superstition in the doctrine of papal infallibility and the worship of saints. The mere idea of a separate 
order of priesthood to stand between Allah and man and be the exclusive repository of Allah's secrets 
is derogatory to the goodness and all-pervading grace of Allah. The worship of “lords many and gods 
many” was not confined only to the Pagans. The deification of the son of Mary is put here in a special 
clause by itself, as it held (and still holds) in its thrall a large portion of civilised humanity. 
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1288. Cf 6:100. 


1289. With their mouths: there is a twofold meaning: (1) the old-fashioned open oil lamps were extinguished 
by blowing with the mouth; the Unbelievers would like to blow out Allah's Light as It is a cause of offence 
to them; (2) false teachers and preachers distort the Message of Allah by the false words of their mouth. Their 
wish is to put out the light of Truth for they are people of darkness; but Allah will perfect His Light, 1, 
make It shine all the brighter in the eyes of men, seer er meee nt er but It will penetrate the 


1290. Every religion which commends itself widely to human beings and lasts through some space of time 
has a glimpse of Truth in it. But Islam being the perfect light of Truth is bound to prevail. As the greater 
Light, through its own strength, outshines all lesser lights, so will Islam outshine all else, in spite of the displeasure 
of those to whom light is an offence, See also 48:28, n. 4912, and 61:9, n. 5442. 


129), Bil batt = in falsehood, Le., by false means, pretences, or in false or vain things. This was strikingly 
exemplified in the history of Mediaeval Europe, though the disease is apt to attack all peoples and organisations 
at all cimes. Priests got rich by issuing indulgences and dispensations; they made their office a stepping stone 
to worldly power and possessions. Even the Monastic Orders, which took vows of poverty for individuals grew 
rich with corporate property, until their wealth became a scandal, even among their own nations. 


1292. Misuse of wealth, property, and resources is frequently condemned, and in three ways: (1) do not 
acquire anything wrongfully or on false pretences; (2) do not hoard or bury or amass wealth for its own sake 
but use it freely for good, whether for yourself or for your neighbours; and (3) be particularly careful not 
to waste it for idle purposes, but only so that it may fructify for the good of the people. 
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1293. Gold and silver, symbolising wealth which these people cherished even more than the good pleasure 
of their Lord, will not only be the cause but the instrument whereby they would receive a grievous punishment, 
(Ed.). 


¢ 
1294. .The voice enforces the moral; “did you expect satisfaction.or salyation from the treasures that you 
misused? Behold! they add to your torment!” 


1295. This and the following verse must be read together, They condemn the arbitrary and selfish conduct 
of the Pagan Arabs, who, because there was a long-established custom of observing four months as those in 
which fighting was forbidden, changed the months about or added or deducted months when it suited them, 
to get an unfair advantage over the enemy. The four Prohibited Months were: Dhu al Qa'dah, Dhu al Hijjah, 
Muharram, and Rajab. If it suited them they postponed one of these months, and so a prohibited month 
became an ordinary month; while their opponents might hesitate to fight, they got an undue advantage. It 
also upset the security of the Month of Pilgrimage, This very ancient usage made for fair dealing all-round, 
and its infraction by the Pagans is condemned, 

The question of a solar astronomical year as against the lunar Islamic year does not arise here, But it 
may be noted that the Arab year was roughly luni-solar like the Hindu year, the months being lunar and 
the intercalation of a:month every three years brought the year nearly but not accurately up to the solar reckoning, 
From the year of the Farewell Pilgrimage (A.H, 10) the Islamic year was definitely. fixed as a purely lunar 
year of roughly 354 days, the months being calculated by the actual appearance of the moon, After chat, 
every month of the Islamic year came about 11]. days earlier in the solar year, and thus the Islamic months 
travelled all round the seasons and the solar year. (R). 


1296. The Muslims were at a disadvantage on account of their scruples about the Prohibited. Months, 
They are told not to wrong themselves in this. If the Pagans fought.in all months.on one pretence or another, 
they were allowed to defend themselves in all months. But self-restraint was (as always) recommended as far 
as possible. 


Sirah 9: Al Tawbah 449 elit eg 


Is with those who restrain Dita | Cea 

Themselves, ae o 
$7. Verily the transposing'®*” B33kGztpall LS) 
(Of a prohibited month) ta) i, ou mh nies 

Is an addition to Unbelief: IK Rar gills ch Se AE 

The Unbelievers are led ae Z 

To wrong thereby: for they make WHEE FLA o l 

It lawful one year, ous #2 ale Re: 

And forbidden another year, Ln5 {2 \ 

In order to adjust the number Leigh Fe 

Of months forbidden by Allah Sets “1 4 os 

And make such forbidden ones 1565 pol =e 

Lawful. The evil of their course pus 

Seems pleasing to them !*** Jap Sal aye 

But Allah guideth not sport ree 74% 52 

Those who reject Faith. Bad Wee iat “ily 

SECTION 6, 


38. ® ye who believe! what Sasser aa SSE & 


Is the matter with you,'*** 


That, when ye are asked © Ase 4 PT WROTE 
To\go forth in-the Cause of Allah, | 22! Ghasibel atljs MineDS 
Ye cling heavily to the earth?" | ©. | Zr Zeeviern FS 4 
Do ye prefer the life a <n ls odh 
Of this world to the Hereafter? — 

aril td afi | Canad Calas 
But little is the comfort Ca ss\3 Peed | AVE 
Of this life, as compared god odremennls silrsaty 
With the Hereafter. Kul V5 3 





1297, To meddle with an old-fashioned custom of close time for warfare during Prohibited or Sacred Months 
was not only a dernonstration of the Unbelievers against the Muslims on account of their Faith, but was wrong 
and unjust in itself, as it abolished a wholesome check on pe warfare, and prejudiced the law‘abiding 
side by arbitrary decisions, 


1298, Cf 6:122, The lawless man. thinks he is doing a great thing in getting the better of those who are 
careful to observe a law they believe in. But the lawless man loses the guidance of Faith, which is a symbol 
of his being guided by Allah; In PER Re Ba 


1299. The Laveulinte echanatiida eosin atpdicidn neutThblbad dad 9), for which see the Introduction 
to this Sirah. But the lesson is perfectly general. When a call is made on behalf of a great cause, the fortunate 
anes are those who have the privilege of responding to the call. The unfortunate ones are those who are so 
engrossed in their parochial affairs that they turn a deaf ear to the appeal. They are suffering from a spiritual 
disease. 


1800, (Cf 15:26), The choice is between two courses; will you choose a noble adventure and the glorious 
privilege of following your spiritual leader, or grovel in the earth for some small worldly gain or for fear of 
worldly loss? The people who hesitated to follow the call of Tabtik were deterred by (1) the heat of the summer, 
in which the expedition was undertaken on account of the threat to the existence of the little community, 
and (2) the fear of losing the fruit harvest, which was ripe for gathering 
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1301. Tanfiri = go forth, march onward, be ready to strive and suffer. For this is the condition of all 
progress fn che spiritual and moral, as well as in the physical, world. According to the homely English proverb, 
God helps those who help themselves. Inactivity and lethargy are fatalONo‘one can rest on his oars. Man 
is not necessary to Allah, but Allah is necessary to man. If a nation receives favours and fails co deserve them, 
it will be replaced by another: as has so often happened in history. We may take this as a special warning 
to Islamic nations. 


1802) The Tabik expedition was not a failure: Though some hesitated, many more joined in. But a more 
striking example was when the Prophet was forced to leave Makkah and performed his famous Mirah. His 
enemies plotted for his life. He had already sent his followers on to Madinah. Ali had volunteered to face 
his enemies in his house His single companion was Abt Bakr. The two concealed themselves in the cave of 
Thaur, three miles from Makkah, for three nights, with the enemy prowling around in great numbers in fruitles 
search of them, "We are but two,” said AbG Bakr. “Nay,"'said’Muhammad, “for Allah is with us.” Faith gave 
their minds peace, and Allah gave them safety. They reached Madinah, and a glorious chapter opened for 
Islam. The forces that helped them were not seen, but their power was irresistible. (R). 


1303. Literally, “the second of two,’ which afterwards became Abii Bakr’s proud title, 
1304. Cf 9:26 


1305, The superlatives in the Arabic I have rendered by the periphrases, “humbled.to the depths’ and 
“exalted to the heights,” as they accord better with the genius of the English language, The enemies of Islam 
had boasted that they would root it out; the result showed them up as ridiculous and despicable, 
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No excuses—unlike the Hypocrites, 
Who are a burden whether they join you 
Or hold back. No help should be accepted 


From these last, as they are false and insincere, 


And have a slanderous tongue. Alms 

Are for the poor and the needy, not for those 
Who come in hypocrisy and mock 

At things solemn. But the Hypocrites 


Will be found out and receive due punishment, 


While the righteous will be rewarded 
With bliss and the good pleasure of Allah, 


1306. Whether equipped lightly or heaully: to be taken both literally and metaphorically. All were invited, 
and they were to bring such resources as they had—lightly armed or heavily armed, on foot or mounted, 
experienced men for posts of danger, raw men for duties for which they were fit—all would and should help. 
Even those who were too old ot feeble to go could: contribute such money or resources as they:had. 


1807. The arts and excuses of the Hypocrites are here exposed. If there had been booty in sight or an 


tasy walk-over, they would have come, All their oaths are false, and in taking the false oaths they are destroying 
their spiritual life. Indeed the backsliders are jeopardising their own physical lives. in hanging back. If the 


enemy succeeded, they would all suffer. 
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1308. Literally, “Allah give thee forgiveness!" But there is no question of fault here, and Imiim Rar 
understands the expression to mean an exclamation — as one might say in English, “God bless you!" In Shakespeare 
“God save you!" is a simple friendly greeting, without any question of danger: ¢.g., in “Much Ado about Nothing” 
iii, 2. 82. Note that in $:152, last clause, “forgiveness” is put in juxtaposition to “grace” as having closely allied 
meanings. What the Holy Prophet had done in the Tabiik expedition was that he had been granting exemption 
which may appear from a military point of view too liberal. He was actuated by motives of kindness as well 
as policy—kindness, because, in the urgency of the moment he did not wish anyone who had a real excuse 
to be refused exemption; and policy, because, if any one did not come with hearty good will, he would be 
a burden instead of a help to the army. The policy was justified, because in fact $0,000 men or more followed 
him. But that did not in any way jusify the slackers, and in a review of the position, the slackers and hypocrite: 
are justly condemned. 


1809. Doubt takes away all stability of conduct, while Faith makes a man firm in action and cool and 
collected in mind. 
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But only (made for) disorder, KGUF Ai Zo 7% 
Hurrying to and fro in your +; 3 2 VGN 
midst!3!° Arb se gp Oe Bee 
And sowing sedition among you, Feri SS 
And there would have been ae 
JT 4% 
Some among you Kae A SA OS 


Who would have listened to them. 


But Allah knoweth well Geo usc a 


Those who do wrong. 


48. Indeed they had plotted 3 3 VEST F 
Sedition before, and upset ey 33 
Matters for thee — until 4 oO Lt i eh ta tc 
The Truth arrived, and the Decree AIG & aeey (3155 
Of Allah became manifest, eI7s dof ae 
Much to their disgust.!*" Depp ail 

Aer 
49, Among them is (many) a man joa as 7 Ws sey gap 


Who says: “Grant me exemption 


And draw me not'?!* 4 ico «7 MSN Z EN; 


Into trial.” Have they not 
Fallen into trial already? 34 err ae 
And indeed Hell surrounds SpE Wabid dbase) nig 3 


The Unbelievers (on all sides). 


50. If good befalls thee, lj ea a4 5254 RSet pias 


It grieves them; but if 


A misfortune befalls thee, sehen frterl Pty Rioesed > 
They say, “We took indeed rink 

Our precautions beforehand,” e521 ee 77 o% 
And they turn away rejoicing. RaDy save sige Sy hutayal 1 





1310. KAilal has more than one meaning, but 1 follow the interpretation of Raghib and the majority of 
accepted Commentators, who take it to mean “in your midst” 


1S}. Evil plotters against Truth are only too glad to get an opportunity of meddling from within with 
affairs which they want to spoil or upset, They plot from outside, but they like to get into the inner circle, 
that cheir chances of intrigue may be all the greater. They are, however, unwilling to incur any danger or 
any self-sacrifice. The whole of their activities are directed to mischief. Great wisdom is required in a leader 
to deal with such a situation, and the best of such leaders must need divine guidance, as was forthcoming 
in this case. ' 


1812. Fitnah, as explained in n. 1198, 8:25, may mean either trial or temptation, or else tumult, turmoil, 

or sedition. The Commentators here take the former meaning, and explain that some Hypocrites claimed 

from service in the Tabik expedition in the direction of Syria on the plea that they could not withstand 

the charms of Syrian women and ought best to stay at home. The answer is: “But you have already fallen 

into temptation here by refusing service and disobeying the call.” But perhaps the other meaning of “turmoil!” 

may also be permissible as a secondary echo: in that case they object to be drawn into the turmoil of war, 

but they are told that they are already in a moral turmoil in advancing a disingenuous plea. In using the 

English word “trial” in the translation, | have also had in my mind the two shades of meaning associated 
with that word in English. 
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51. Say: “Nothing will happen to us gi gine GUS 
Except what Allah has decreed AEE IFO 
For us: He is our Protector”: oe searet os 
And on Allah let the Believers Jee i wit we 

52. Say: “Can you expect for us See te ot 
(Any fate) other than one SITE neat 
Of two glorious things — P . ob ose sed s 
(Martyrdom or victory)? Ss 3s ease aS ° ROA Mele e if 
But we can expect for you ‘a 
Either that Allah will send ~ As fant tant 
His punishment from Himself, G2b3) pegctictictl 
Or by our hands. So wait = P 

a Dees 4 ~ = Pe tA 
(Expectant); we too So ip Sa GPa 
Will wait with you."4" 
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Willingly or unwillingly: — 

Not from you will it be —_ S05 shee a 

Accepted: for ye are indeed Sand HEE RGR, 
A people rebellious and wicked.” 

54. The only reasons why ott Seen oe tet ccaeer 
Their contributions are not eH Sais SG; @ 
Accepted are: that they reject pres oe 
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That they come to prayer 4,74. 08 4 74 
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1318. The waiting of the Unbelievers and that of the Believers are in different senses, The Unbelieven 
wish for disaster to the Believers, but the Believers will either conquer or die as martyrs in the Cause, in cither 
case happy in the issue. The Believers expect punishment for the Unbelievers for their infidelity, either through 
their own instrumentality, or in some other way in Allah's Plan, and the Unbelievers would not like it in cither 
case. (Cf 6:158, 20:185, and 52:51). 


1514. The Hypocrites, who secretly plotted against Islam, might sometimes (and they did) make a show 
of making some contribution to the Cause in order to keep up their pretence. Their contributions were not 
acceptable, whether they seemed to give willingly or unwillingly, because rebellion and disobedience were in 
their hearts, Three reasons are specifically given for their rejection, in the next verse: (1) they did not believe: 
(2) their prayers were not earnest, but for mere show; and (3) in reality their hearts were not behind the 
contributiors which they offered. Nothing is acceptable to Allah which does not proceed from a pure and 
sincere heart. 

1315, If they appeared to be prosperous, with their purses and. their quivers full (metaphorically), the 
were not to be envied. In reality their wealth and their sons might themselves be @ snare: Cf 8:28. On ths 
particular occasion this was proved to the hilt. The wealth of the Pagans filled them with pride, darkened 
their understanding, and led to their destruction, Their sons and followers adopted the Faith which their fathen 
had fought against, much to the chagrin of the fathers. whose spiritual death was even worse than ther 
discornfiture in this world 
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Allah's Plan is to punish them aie (ae Raia 1 sprints 
With these things in this life}*"* Lila Sd) Sle me 
And that their souls may perish Ae ae a9 oAeee 
In their (very) denial of Allah. 278m Aa rp) SAPs 
56, They swear by Allah ee j DF AMET { 
_.. That they are indeed mrs sh aa 
Of you; but they are not Ae eres 3t 57 Fe ae 
Of you: yet they are afraid LSB HiRIGK 
(To appear in their true colours). 
57. If they could find evr p ate ye 
A place to flee to, ? 43 Gp 
Or caves, or a place tate MOE Se 
Of concealment, they would Mes ne a M 
Turn straightway thereto, ae eae ee 


With an obstinate rush!*!” ipeat hy ac) Ips) 


ae And among them are men ret Ale Be Vcbisi gre 45 


Who slander thee in the matter 
Of (the distribution of) the alms.'3"* OC es trees wat ee Ae 
If they are given part thereof, (esas oinleasg 


They are pleased, but if not, 


Behold! they are indignant! VNB G paiaen EG 
59, If only they had been content 23% 

With what Allah and His |i 54 pighs¢ ) 
Messenger +4 (s2) preset eK au7- 

Gave them, and had said, Isis bya guy AU ago tl 

“Sufficient unto us is Allah! eS ee 

Allah and His Messenger will soon odlnad ye Was x Fy aa Bh, 

Give us of His bounty: jad t 

To Allah do we turn our hopes!” Sg ods ile bled 277 

(That would have been the right Sys ail Nhs 255 
course) /#!9 





1316. Cf 3:176-178 and 9:85. 


1317. jamaha =.to be ungovernable, to run like a runaway. horse, to rush madly and obstinately, 


a 

1318. Sadagah = alms, that which is given in Allah's name, mainly vo.the poor and needy, and for the 
cognate purposes specified in the next verse but one Zakah is the regular and obligatory charity in an organised 
Muslim community, usually 244 percent of merchandise and 10 percent on the fruits.of the earth. There 
is a.vast body of literature on this subject, The main points may be studied in Al Hid@ya fi al Furi, of Shaikh 
Burhanud-din ‘Ali, As against zakah the term sadagah has.a, much wider connotation, and is inclusive of zakah 
asin the verse 60.of this Sirah, (R), 


1819. Selfish men think that charitable funds are fair game for raids, but the Islamic standards on this 
subject are very high, The enforcement of such standards is always unpopular, and even the Holy Prophet 
was subjected to obloquy and slander for his strictness to principle. In doubtful cases, claimants who are 
disappointed should not blame the principles or those who enforce them, but put their trust in Allah, whose 
bounties are unbounded, and are given to all, whether rich or poor, according to their needs and their desserts. 
For everyone it is excellent advice to, say: deserve before you desire. 
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And Allah is full of knowledge 


And wisdom. pe hei 


61. Among them are men SMS y55. oll 255 
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62. To you they swear by Allah. BAT AD Meg 
In order to please you: Ts AN 3 Gintine* 40) 
But it is more fitting hee, 44 w Be 9300 
That they should please FEI FTN ADS OY 


, Allah and His Messenger, > atau ; 
If they are Believers. par’ al \S4) 





1320, Zakah or charitable gifts are to be given to the poor and the needy and those who are employed 
in their service. That is, charitable funds are not to be diverted to other uses, but the genuine expenses of 
administering charity are properly chargeable to such funds. Who are the needy? Besides the ordinary indigent, 
there are certain classes of people whose need is great and should be relieved. Those mentioned here are: 
(1) men who have been weaned from hostility to Truth, who would probably be persecuted by their former 
associates, and require assistance until they establish new connections in their new environment; (2) those in 
bondage, literally and figuratively; captives of war must be redeemed; slaves should be helped to freedom: 
those in the bondage of ignorance or superstition or unfavourable environment should be helped to freedom 
to develop their own gifts; ($) those who are held in the grip of debt should be helped to economic freedom: 
(4) those who are struggling and striving in Allah's Cause by teaching or fighting or in duties assigned to them 
by the righteous Imam, who are thus unable to earn their ordinary living; and (5) strangers stranded on the 
way. All these have a claim to charity. They should be relieved by individual or organised effort, but ina 
responsible way. In this verse, the word sadaqah refers to obligatory charity (zakah). See n. 1518 above. (R). 


1521. The assonance of the Arabic wortls “yu djuna” and “udjun™ is of course lost in the Translation. 
But the sense remains, Detractors of the Prophet said: O! he listens to everybody!" Yes,’ is the answer, “he 
listens for their good; he is a mercy and a blessing to all men of Faith, but specially to you (who are addressed).” 
The general statement is emphasised for the particular people addressed. 
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Who oppose Allah and His rio As arr N cos 


Messenger, Ae" yr? pores 
Is the Fire of Hell?— Lars Pia i Wea Fe sg all 


Wherein they shall dwell. yaerere 
That is the supreme disgrace. pons) SoS ENS 

64.° Whe Hypocrites are afraid'* 1 SANs 22 
Lest a Surah should be sent down Ave yan Is) JA4 
About them, showing them what tat of AS BS, “, SAPD. 
Is (really passing) in their hearts. Jot 0 ons $e Ue 
Say: “Mock ye! But verily + Unde sinkatT, 
Allah will bring to light all Di Ble Sas 
That ye fear (should be revealed).” 

65. If thou dost question them, CZ AONAG AH 
They declare (with emphasis): Sd SE 55 
“We were only talking idly “5 4 As 
And in play.” Say: “Was it NGA GLa ele 
At Allah, and His Signs, alienated n fe, 
And His Messenger, that ye aS oan Nes ol os 
Were mocking?” 

66. Make ye no excuses: ICH Reta 
Ye have rejected Faith ¢- Sal bay 
After ye had accepted it. S- J vacgriz de veered oo 
If We pardon some of you, wad Or rare | Com eee 


We will punish others amongst ip i aif Wipnl .L, 
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For that they are in sin,'** 
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67. The Hypocrites, men and women, 


(Have an understanding) with i erere 


4 at ~~ *- 

each other:'*** rr poe Resto gee 

They enjoin evil, and forbid eh cc ee 
What ‘is. just, and are-close** yew Uy oc 





1822, The dissection of the motives of the Hypocrites alarmed them. For it meant that they would fail 
in their policy of having the best of both worlds and undermining the loyalty of, the weaker members of the 
Muslim community. So they rurn it off as a jest. Buc they are sharply rebuked: “Can you make such solemn 
matters subjects of playful jokes? Fie upon you! You are found out, and your guile is of no effect,’ (R). 


. 
1328. See last note: Hypocrisy is 4 halfway house, a state of indecision in the choice between good and 
evil. ne PRR Mgt ane Hea TREN IS CPN IR © those who pass definitely to evil suffer 
the penalties of evil. ~~ 


1324. Literally, “the Hypocrites, . are of each other’. The forms of hypocrisy may vary, but they are all 
alike, and they understand each other's hypocrisy. They hold together. 


1825. The English phrase “close-fisted" would cover only a partiof the meaning. The hand is the symbol 
of power, help, and assistance. They may be financial, or it may be in other ways, The Hypocrites pretend 
a great deal, but are of no use or real help to anyone. 
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Forgotten Allah; so He'*** 

Hath forgotten them. Verily eee . SI 
The Hypocrites are rebellious Zi sitta caascth cc 
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68. Allah hath promised the “Ee fe saan ANS 
Hypocrites i 3 
Men and women, and the aa aie 


Of Faith, the fire of Hell: 
Therein shall they dwell: 
Sufficient is it for them: 

For them is the curse of Allah,'**’ 
And an enduring punishment — 


69. As in the case of those 

Before you: they were 
Mightier than you in power, 
And more flourishing in wealth 
And children. They had 
Their enjoyment of their portion: 
And ye have of yours, as did 
Those before you; and ye 
Indulge in idle talk 
As they did. They!— 
Their works are fruitless 
In this world and in the Hereafter, 
And they will lose 

- (All spiritual good). 


70. Hath not the story reached them 
Of those before them?— 
The people of Noah, and ‘Ad'3** 
And Thamiid; the people 
Of Abraham, the men’5** 
Of Midian, and the Cities 
overthrown,'**° 
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1326, Cf. 7:51 and -n. 1029. They ignore Allah: and Allah will ignore them. 

1327. “Curse; here as elsewhere, is deprivation of grace and mercy, brought about by the rejection of 
Allah by the Unbelievers. 

1828, The story of Noah is told in 7:59-64; of ‘Ad in 7:65-72; and of Thamld in 7:73-79; of Abraham 
in numerous places, but see specially 6:74-82; of Midianites in 7:85-95: and of Lot and the Cities of the Plain 
overthrown for their wickedness, in 7;80-84. 

1329. In the case of Noah and Abraham, the word I have translated as "people of...” is gawm; these 
prophets were messengers cach to his own people or nation, as was also Hiid to the ‘Ad people and Salih to 
the Thamiid people. The word used for the Midianites is 4shab: Madyen, which | have translated “men of 
Midian” for want of a better word. The Midianites were for the greater pare of their history nomads, with 
pasture grounds but no settled territory or town. The town of Madyan on the Gulf of ‘Aqabah refers to much 
Jater times when the Midianites as a people had ceased to count. See n. 1053 to 7:85, 

1330, The Cities of Plain, Sodom and Gomorrah, to whom Lot preached in, vain to desist from their 
abominations: 7;80-84. 
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To them came their messengers 
With Clear Signs. It is 

Not Allah Who wrongs them, 
But they wrong their own souls. 


The Believers, men 

And women, are protectors, 
One of another: they enjoin 
What is just, and forbid 
What is evil; they observe 
Regular prayers, practice 
Regular charity, and obey 
Allah and His Messenger. 
On them will Allah pour 
His Mercy: for Allah 

Is Exalted in power, Wise. 


Allah hath promised to Believers — 
Men and women—Gardens 
Under which rivers flow, 

To dwell therein, 

And beautiful mansions 

In Gardens of everlasting bliss. 
But the greatest bliss 

Is the Good Pleasure of Allah: 
That is the supreme felicity. 
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C. 96.— The hardest striving and fighting are needed 
(9:73-99.) To combat evil and hypocrisy: for sin 
Can reach a stage when the doors of forgiveness 
Are closed. The good must shun all evil 
As unclean, and gladly welcome all chance 
Of service and sacrifice, as bringing them closer 
To the Presence and Mercy of Allah. 


SECTION 10, 


® Prophet! strive hard against 

The Unbelievers and the 
Hypocrites, 

And be firm against them. 

Their abode is Hell— 

An evil refuge indeed. 


They swear by Allah that they 
Said nothing (evil), but indeed 
They uttered blasphemy, 

And they did it after accepting 
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Islam; and they meditated'**! 

A plot which they were unable 
To carry out; this revenge 

Of theirs was (their) only return 
For the bounty with which 
Allah and His Messenger had 


enriched 
Them! If they repent, 
It will be best for them; 
But if they turn back 
(To their evil ways), 
Allah will punish them 
With a grievous penalty 
In this life and in the Hereafter: 
They shall have none on earth 
To protect or help them, 





















75. Amongst them are men 
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Amongst those who are righteous. 


76. But when He did bestow 
Of His bounty, they became 
Covetous, and turned back 
(From their Covenant), averse 
(From its fulfilment). 
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77. So He hath put as a 
consequence’*** 
Hypocrisy into their hearts, 
(To last) till the Day whereon 
They shall meet Him: because 
They broke their Covenant 
With Allah, and because they 
Lied (again and again). 
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1531. The reference is to a plot made by the Prophet's enemies to kill him when he was returning from 
Tabtk. The plot failed, It was all the more dastardly in that some of the conspirators were among the men 
of Madinah, who were enriched by the general prosperity that followed the peace and good government 
established through Islam in Madinah. Trade flourished; justice was firmly administered with an even hand 
And the only return that these men could make was a return of evil for good. That was their revenge, because 
Islam aimed at suppressing selfishness, stood for the rights of the poorest and humblest, and judged worth 
by righteousness rather than by birth or position. 


1352. If men are false to their covenants and words, the natural consequence will be hypocrisy to cover 
their falsehood. All Consequences of our own acts are in Qur'anic language ascribed to Allah. Such consequences 
will last till the Day of Judgement, when they will have to account for their deeds. They may think that they 
are deceiving men by their hypocrisy, but they cannot deceive Allah, to Whom all their most secret thoughts 
and plots and doings are known. 
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And their secret counsels, 
And that Allah knoweth well 
All things unseen? 


79. Whose who slander such 
Of the Believers as give themselves 
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Freely to (deeds of) charity, 474 M2 este, 
As well as such as can find SIAN 3 Ge HIS, 
Nothing to give except < 


The fruits of their labour— 
And throw ndicule on them —*** 
Allah will throw back 

Their ridicule on them: 

And they shall have 

A grievous penalty. 


SENS AAI IG 


LARA C - Tae carers 


mesa aera 
leices 
Aas) amas 


80. Whether thou ask 
For their forgiveness, 


Or not, (their sin is unforgivable): Litre °. 220% 
If thou ask seventy times'** ie nace a Sets eayn 
For their forgiveness, Allah + Were 209 Wi. 
Will: not forgive ‘them: mR HON Seo ee 


Because they have rejected 
Allah and His Messenger; and 
Allah 
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Guideth not those 
Who are perversely rebellious, 
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81. Those who were left behind 

(In the Tabuk expedition) 
Rejoiced in their inaction 
Behind the back of the Messenger 
Of Allah: they hated to strive 
And fight, with their goods 
And their persons, in the Cause 
Of Allah: they said, 








1383. When financial help is necessary for the Cause, every Muslim contributes what he can. Those who 
can afford largesums are proud to bring them in of their own free will, and those who are very poor contribute 
their mite or their labour. Both kinds of gifts are equally precious because of the faith and good will behind 
them, and only cynics will laugh at the scantiness of the one or the lavishness of the other. Sometimes they 
not only laugh, but attribute wrong motives to the givers; Such conduct is here reprimanded, 


1334. An awful warning for those who actively oppose the Cause of Allah. The Holy Prophet was by nature 
full of mercy and forgiveness. He prayed for his enemies. Butin such a case even his prayers are nullified 
by their attitude of rejecting Allah. 
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“Go not forth in the heat."** 
Say, “The fire of Hell 

Is fiercer in heat.” If 

Only they could understand! 


82. Let them laugh a little: 
Much will they weep:'*** 
A recompense for the (evil) 
That they do. 


83. If, then, Allah bring thee back 
To any of them, and they ask 
Thy permission to come out 
(With thee), say; “Never shall ye 
Come out with me, nor fight 
An enemy with me: 

For ye preferred to sit 
Inactive on the first occasion: 
Then sit ye (now) 

With those who lag behind.” 


84. Nor do thou ever pray 
For any of them that dies, 
Nor stand at his grave;'**’ 
For they rejected Allah 
And His Messenger, and died 
In a state of perverse rebellion. 


85. Nor let their wealth 
Nor their (following in) sons 
Dazzle thee: Allah's Plan 
Is to punish them 
With these things in this world, 
And that their souls may perish 
In their (very) denial of Allah.5** 


ale ea 


LG TAS 
OM ero) 


ONT SIISE EE 
SP SERCO 


pra dale Sal Ae S of Gy 
BOS FAS phe A Bor ot 
Aol bas Ey sll 5S 
of 
Ar £7 


4 -t& osc rirer ct Pa 
ae N98 GANS MING 


Sra ies \ytsio 3 Sis pall 


s “ie On. OL A ek 
GSE Hohe LEY, 
SBR EaE EA 
v4 < +7 267 jerer 
Se yy 49-4 ry 

SWE a pe 2 oF A0 Ae 
aS Aly; Cp 
24 as ae s? 44 
Calle pede clatts 23 
al Wig oS o ppt errrer 


Shee SAS 





1855. The TabUk expedition had to be undertaken hurriedly in the heat of summer, because of a threat 
or fear of Byzantine invasion. They marched from Madinah about the month of September or October in 
the solar calendar, ’ 


1336. They may sneer or ridicule or rejoice now: that will be only for a little; much will they have to 
weep for afterwards. 


1337, On the death of a Muslim, it is the pious duty of every neighbouring Muslim who can, to asin 
in the simple funeral ceremonies—the prayer for mercy before the body is consigned to the grave, and the 
consignment of the body to the grave, by a simple, solemn, and dignified ritual. For those who have shown 
hostility to Islam, this would not be seemly and is forbidden. (R). 


1338. Except for the omission of a single word (“life”), this verse repeats verse 55 above. But the repetition 
indicates the harmonious closing of the same argument in two aspects. In 9:55 it occurred in connection with 
the reasons for refusing to receive the contributions of such persons to the expenses of an enterprise which 
though vital to Islam's defence was secretly opposed by such persons. Here (in 9:85) it is a question of refusing 
to participate in the obsequies of such persons after their death: it is natural to omit the word “life” in this case 
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Who believe with him, 
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1839. Khawali/, plural of KA@lifah, those (feminine) who remain behind at home when the men go to 
war, women. There is a stinging tavint in this, a suggestion that such men were cowards, preferring to remain 
behind like women when stiff work was to be done by men in defending their homes. They were not only 
cowards, but fools; as they did not understand their own best interests. If the enemy got the better of their 
brethren, they would themselves be crushed. “Their hearts are sealed”: the habits of cowardice and hypotrisy 
which they have adopted have become their second nature. ~ 


1340. “Good things,” and “prosperity,” are to be understood both in the physical and in the highest spiritual 
sense as the next verse makes clear, 


1341. In this verse there is a reminiscence, but not an exact repetition, of verse 72 above. This balances 
the parallel repetition or reminiscence in verse 85 above. See n. 1388. The symmetry of the argument is thus 
completed, as regards the Hypocrites of Madinah, before we pass on to consider the case of the Hypocrites 
among the desert Bedouins in section 12, 
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1848. Not only had che Hypocrites anes in Madinah, but their tactics affected some of the village ac 
dewrt Bedouin, whe loved war and would have followed a standard of war even if no question of Faith oc 
a sacred Cause was involved, Bur some of them, though professing Islam, were frightened by the hardships 
af the Tablik expedition and the prospect of meeting the trained armies of the great Roman (Byzantine) Empire. 
They mace all sorts of lying excuses, but really their want of faith made thers ineligible for being enlisted 
in asacred Catise, in the cere of 9146-47 and 9/69-54, Some came to make excuses; others did not.even come, 
bat sat ot home, ignoring the summons, 


1844, Though active service in petson er by concriburing resources is expected in emergencies of every 
person who believes in the Cause, there are some who must necessarily be exempted without the beam blame 
attached to them. Such would be,those who are weak in body on account of age, sex, infirmity, or illnew. 
Personal service in. their case ia out of the question, but they could contribute towards expenses if they are 
able. But if they are too poor to afford even such assistance, they are excused. But in all cases the motive 
must be sincere, and there should be a desire to serve and do such dury as they can. With such motives peopl: 
are doing good or right in whatever form they express their service: sometimes, in Milton's words, “they also 
serve who only stand and wait.” In any case their purity of motive would get Allah's grace and forgiveness, 
and we muct nod criticise even if we thought they might have done more. 


1344_ Moeneio: yoéutu. here seems to mean po provide means of transport, wuz mounts (horses, camels, 
ete.) for ding, and perhaps beasts of burden for carrying equipment and baggage, suitable to the rank of 
these concerned. Inmay possibly mean other facilities for getting about, such os boot and shoes, or provisions 
for any acmy'smarch depends upon all these things: Where people fight as volunteers for a cause, withou! 
in extensive war fund, those who can afford it provide such things for themuelves, but those without mean, 
Fel anxious to serve, have to be left behind. Their disappointment it in proportion to their eagerness to serve. 
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Exemption while they are rich, 
They prefer to stay 
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That ye may be pleased with them. 
But if ye are pleased with them, 
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With those who disobey. 
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1945. Of S67 where timilar phrases are wed for a similar shirking of duty by townsfolk, while here 
we are considering the desert folk: It is net only a duty, buta-precious-privilege, to serve a greac Cause by 
personal self-sacrifice. Those who shirk such an opportunity know not what they mis, 
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Of the command which Allah 
Hath sent down to His Messenger 
But Allah is All-Knowing, 
All-Wise. 


Some of the desert Arabs 
Look upon their payments'*** 
As a fine, and watch 

For disasters for you: on them 
Be the disaster of Evil: 

For Allah is He that heareth 
And knoweth (all things). 


But some of the desert Arabs 
Believe in Allah and the Last Day, 
And look on their payments 

As pious gifts bringing them 
Nearer to Allah and obtaining 
The prayers of the Messenger. 
Aye, indeed they bring them 
Nearer (to Him): soon will Allah 
Admit them to His Mercy:'**’ 
For Allah is Oft-Forgiving, 
Most Merciful. 


466 


Renae essed 
ASS LSNIAC 2 


A oe “et ts 7 
Getle Nes Neel 


Sth LC AA 
ike hat uth le 


- ay a\s- 
pan formal og Ni 


oli e5 
pes pray ash? Be 
- st F 4 a4 £0 


Maer Sel S855 
peri AEM Meslay 
PCr Gig ts 


oe F434 


Arne alo) 


C. 97,—The vanguard of Faith think nothing 
(9:100-118.) Of self-sacrifice. Their reward is. God's _ 
¢ Good Pleasure. Even those who do wrong 
But repent will obtain His Mercy: not so 
Those who persist in Unfaith, Hypocrisy, 
And Mischief. Allah's grace is free and abounding 
For the righteous. Even if they waver 
Or fail, He will turn to them in Mercy, 
If only they repent and come back unto Him, 


1846. The payments refer to the regular Charity established by Islam—the obligatory alms. If you look 
upon them as a fine or a burden, their virtue is lost. If you rejoice that you have there an opportunity of 
helping the Community to maintain its standards of public assistance and to suppress the unseemly beggary 
and loathsome importunity whose relief is only governed by motives of getting rid of awkward obstacles on 
the way, then your outlook is entirely different. You wish for organised and effective efforts to solve the problems 

of human poverty and misery. In doing so, you get nearer to Allah, and you earn the good wishes and prayers 


of godly men, led by our Holy Leader, al Mustafa. 


1847. The Mercy of Allah is always present, as the sun is always shining. But when we haye prepared 


ourselves to receive it, we come to the full enjoyment of it, as a man who was ina shade comes out by his 
effort into the open, and basks in sunshine, 
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100. The vanguard (of Islam)—*** 
The first of those who forsook 
(Their homes) and of those 
Who gave them aid, and (also) 
Those who follow them 
In (all) good deeds — 
Well-pleased is Allah with them, 
As are they with Him: 

For them hath He prepared 

Gardens under which rivers 
flow!*** 

To dwell therein forever: 

That is the supreme Felicity. 
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The Madinah folk:"*° they are 
Obstinate in hypocrisy: thou 
Knowest them not: We know them: 
Twice shall We punish them:"**! 
And in addition shall they be 
Sent to a grievous Penalty. 
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1848. The vanguard of Islam —those in the first rank—are those who dare and suffer for the Cause and 
never flinch. The first historical examples are the MuAdprs and the Ansar. The MuAayirs —those who forsook 
their homes in Makkah and migrated to Madinah, the Holy Prophet being among the last to leave the post 
of danger, are mentioned first. Then come the Ansar, the Helpers, the citizens of Madinah who invited them, 
welcomed them, and gave them aid, and who formed the pivot of the new Community, Then are mentioned 
all who follow them in good deeds: not only the early heroes and ordinary men and women who had been 
Companions of the Prophet or had seen him, but men and women in all ages who have lived noble lives. 
In spite of all their sacrifices and suffering they rejoice in the precious gift of the Good Pleasure of Allah, 
and their Salvation is the Supreme Felicity which such Good Pleasure gives, symbolised by the Gardens of Heaven. 

1849. Note the description of the final accomplishment of the destiny of man. In mathematical science 
it would be like a letter or formula which would sum up a long course of reasoning. Im this very Sirah it 
occurs before in 9:72 and 9:89, where see n. 1341. (R). 

1850. The desert Arabs were not all simple folk. There were cunning hypocrites among them: both among 
certain tribes encamped round about Madinah and certain others in Madinah itself. I understand that both 
groups are of the A’rab, to whom the context refers, and not of the settled citizens of Madinah, whose Hypocrites 
were already referred to in previous sections. They might look simple, but they were, in their ignorance, all 
the more obstinate and hypocritical. 

1551. Their punishment in this world was double, wz., not only in their discomfiture, but because in 
their obstinate ignorance, they failed to understand the accomplished facts, while cleverer men realised that 
their hostility to Islam was hopeless. In addition to their discomfiture in this life, they would have to meet 
the penalties to come. 

1852. There were some whose will was weak and succumbed to evil, although there was much good in 
them. ‘To them is held out the promise of forgiveness if they would repent and undertake all acts of Muslim 
charity, which would purify their souls, aided by the prayers of Allah's Messenger. Then would they get the 
Peace that comes from purity and right conduct. 


102. Others (there are who) have 
Acknowledged their wrongdoings: 
They have mixed an act 


That was good with another'*** 
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1358. The repentant should be encouraged, after their repentance, to amend their conduct. The kindly 
interest of their brethren in them will strengthen them in virtue and blot out their past, When they go back 
into Eternity, they will understand the healing grace which saved them, just as the evil ones will then have 
their eyes opened to the real truth of their spiritual degradation (9:94). The similar words, in verse 94 and 
here, clench the contrast. 


1354. Three categories of men are mentioned, whose faith was tested and found wanting in the Tabik 
affair, but their characteristics are perfectly general, and we may here consider them in their general aspects: 
(1) the deep-dyed hypocrites, who when found out make excuses because otherwise they will suffer ignominy; 
they are unregenerate and obstinate, and there is no hope for them (9:101); (2) there are those who have lapsed 
into evil, but are not altogether evil; they repent and amend, and are accepted (9:102-105); and (3) there 
are doubtful cases, but Allah will judge them (9:106). A fourth category is mentioned in 9:107, which will 
be discussed later. 
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1355. Three categories of Hypocrites having already been mentioned (n. 1354), a fourth class of insidious 
evildoers is now mentioned, whose type is illustrated in the story of the "Mosque of mischief (dirar)", When 
the Holy Prophet arrived at Madinah for Hijrah, he rested four days in Quba@ before entering the town of 
Madinah. Here was built the first mosque, the “Mosque of Piety” (7agwa), or the mosque of the power of 
Islam (Quwat al Islam), to which he frequently came during his subsequent stay in Madinah. Taking advantage 
of these sacred associations, some Hypocrites of the Tribe of Bani Ghanam built an opposition mosque in 
Dhii ‘Awa, pretending to advance Islam. In reality they were in league with a notorious enemy of Islam, 
one Abii ‘Amir, who had fought against Islam at Uhud. When the Prophet learned of their duplicity on his 
return from the battle of Tabiik, he ordered two of his companions to destroy the mosque and burn it to the 
ground. (eds.) 


1856. Abii ‘Amir, surnamed the Ra@hib (Monk), as he had been in touch with Christian monks. See last note. 
1557. The original “Mosque of Piety” built by the Holy Prophet himself. 


1858, The true Muslim must be pure in body, mind, and heart, His motives should always be sincere, 
and his religion without any alloy of worldly gain. 


1359. A man who builds his life on Piety (which includes sincerity and the purity of all motives) and 
his hopes on the Good Pleasure of Allah, builds on a firm foundation of.rock that will never be shaken. In 
contrast to him is the man who builds on a shifting sand cliff on the brink of an abyss, already undermined 
by forces which he does not see. The cliff and the foundations all crumble to pieces along with him, and 
he is plunged into the Fire of misery from which there is no escape. 
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1360. The parable is continued further. The heart of man is the seat of his hopes and fears, the foundation 
of his mora! and spiritual life. [f that foundation is on an undermined sand cliff already crumbling to pieces, 
what security or stability can he have? He is being shaken by alarms and suspicions and superstitions, until 
like the edge of a sand cliff they are cut clean away and fall into a heap of ruin and his spiritual life and 
all its landmarks are destroyed. 


1361, In a human bargain both sides give something and receive some advantage. In the divine bargain 
of Allah with man, Allah takes man’s will and soul and his wealth and goods, and gives him in return everlasting 
Felicity, Man fights in Allah's Cause and carries out His will. All that he has to give up is the ephemeral thing 
of this world, while he gains eternal salvation, the fulfilment of his highest spiritual hopes — a supreme achievement 
indeed (Cf 61:10-12). 


1362. We offer our whole selves and our possessions to Allah, and Allah gives us Salvation. This is the 
true doctrine of redemption; and we are taught that this is the doctrine not only of the Qur'an but of the 
earlier Revelations —the original Law of Moses and the original Gospel of Jesus. Any other view of redemption 
is rejected by Islam, especially that of corrupted Christianity, which thinks that some other person suffered 
for our sins and we are redeemed by his blood. It is our self-surrender that counts, not other people's merits. 
Our complete self-surrender may include fighting for the cause, both spiritually and physically. As regards 
actual fighting with the sword there has been some difference in theological theories at different times, but 
very little in the practice of those who framed those theories. The Jewish wars were ruthless wars of extermination. 
The Old Testament does not mince matters on the subject. In the New Testament St. Paul, in commending 
the worthy fruits of Faith, mentions Gideon, Barak, and other warriors of the Old Testament as his ideals, 
“Who through faith subdued kingdoms | -waxed valiant in fight, turned to fight the armies of the aliens." 
(Hebrews, 11:32-34). The monkish morality of the Gospels in their present form has never been followed by 
any self-respecting Christian or other nation in history. Nor is it common sense to ignore lust of blood in 
unregenerate man as a form of evil which has to be combatted “within the limits set by Allah” (9:112). (R). 


| 
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1363. We are to rejoice that by giving up such small things as ourselves and our possessions we are to 
be rewarded with such a great thing as the eternal life of felicity. The truly righteous, whose lives in various 
aspects are described in this verse, do so rejoice. The good news is to be proclaimed to all eorat including 
the weakest among us, so that they may profit by that example. 


1564. This is usually understood to refer to the prayer for the dead, (1) if they died unrepentant after 
Islam was preached to them, (2) if they actively resisted or opposed the Faith to the last, and ($) if the person 
praying knows that on account of deliberate contumacy the deceased may be said to have had the doors of 
mercy closed to him. How is he to know? The knowledge must come from special commands as declared by 
the Holy Prophet in his lifetime regarding individuals. Where no light is available from this source we must 
follow the best judgement we can. 


1365. Abraham and his unbelieving father are referred to in 6:74. Apparently when Abraham was convinced 
that the conditions mentioned in the last note applied to his father, he gave up praying for him, as the physical 
bond was cut off by the spiritual hostility. For the promise to pray for his father, see 19:47, (see also n. 5414 to 60:4). 
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Most Merciful. acS yh Las i ge 633 

¢ 
118. (He turned in mercy also) ¥ An Bi SNES 


To the three who were left 





1366, Abraham was loyal and tender-hearted, and bore with much that he disapproved, being in this 
a prototype of al Mustafa, and it must have gone against his grain to cut off relations in that way. Bur it 
would obviously be wrong for a human being to entreat Allah for mercy on people who had finally rejected Allah 


1367. Allah's clear commands are given, so that Believers may not be misled by their human frailty into 
unbecoming conduct. 


1368. Cf 9:100. The Muhijirs were the people who originally forsook their homes in Makkah and followed 
al Mustafi in exile to Madinah. The Ansir were the Madinah people who received them with honour and 
hospitality into their city. Both these groups were staunch supports of Islam, and proved their Faith by great 
sacrifices. But in the difficult days of the Tabiik expedition some of them, not perversely, but out of lethargy 
and human weakness, had failed to follow the standard. They were forgiven, and they afterwards acquitted 
themselves with teal. 


1369. Note that the “swerving from duty” was merely an inclination due to the weakness of human nature 
in the face of new difficulties; that it only affected a part of the men for a time; and that it was overcome 
even in their case by the grace of Allah, so chat they all did their duty, and were freely forgiven their incipient 
weakness, which they conquered. There were three exceptions, which are referred to in the next verse. 
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Behind; (they felt guilty)'*”° aA ee 
To such a degree that the earth : aera 
Seemed constrained to them, eee 

For all its spaciousness, cay ep ihen 
And their (very) Souls seemed ~pSAG asies ce 
Straitened to them — peels 
And they perceived that 2 vf 52%, o2°S femk 7 
There is no fleeing from Allah ashy) re Ce Yofl \ yb 
(And no refuge) but to Himself. aha ene 
Then He turned to them, Spat ao -~ 
That they might repent: . me ‘ 


For Allah is Oft-Returning, yor 


Reali als 
Most Merciful. Ltn 


C, 98,—To be true in word and deed is to hold 
(9:119-129.) Our selfish desires at bay, and follow 

Allah’s Call: in this is our fullest satisfaction 
And reward. But our striving should include 
Study and teaching, for the Brethren's benefit. 
For Allah's Message increases our Faith 
And leads us to love Him and trust Him, 
The Lord of the Throne of Glory Supreme. 


SECTION 15. 
119. @ ye who believe! Fear Allah ani sl ig ai ly 'o): 
And be with those we 
Who are true (in word and deed). Saran ply 35 
1 : I fi M - tle WG 
20. It was not fitting 7 ft yaaa Vest 'O. 


For the people of Madinah 


And. the Bedouin Arabs it ptue thbr-r Aeti tte 
Of the neighbourhood, to refuse aul J jel paleloye we 
To follow Allah's Messenger, ett were Visy 
Nor to prefer their own lives Be OF pnd yes 

To his: because nothing é vs 
Could they suffer or do, BA AOS hi a ENS 


a> 





1370. Among the Faithful, the largest number consisted of those who were perfectly staunch and. ever 
ready co do their duty. They obtained the love and good pleasure of Allah. Next came a few who wavered 
because their will was weak and they were daunted by the dangers and difficulties that faced them; Allah's 
saving grace protected them and they conquered their weakness, and did not fail in their duty; Allah forgave 
them and accepted their repentance. Lastly, in the illustration taken from the Tabiik affair, there were some 
who actually failed in their duty, not from contumacy or ill will, but from thoughtlessness, slackness, and 
human weakness: they actually failed to obey the Holy Prophet's summons, and were naturally called on to 
explain, and were excluded from the life of the Community. Their mental state is here described graphically. 
Though the earth is spacious, to them it was constrained. In their own souls they had a feeling of constraint, 
In worldly affluence they felt poor in spirit. They realised that they could not flee from Allah, but could 
only find solace and refuge in coming back to Him. They freely repented and showed it in their deeds, and 
Allah freely forgave them and took them to His grace, Though illustrated by the particular examples of the 
Ansar, vz, Kab, Mararah, and Hilal, the lesson is perfectly general and is good for all times. 
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But was reckoned to their credit Bi PPgGe wieZs-1¢ 
Asa deed of righteousness — > 2] 
Whether they suffered thirst, grad) pi becistyngebogee2 
Or fatigue, or hunger, in the Cause Sw bb yl seo 
Of Allah, or trod paths t r ih 
To raise the ire of the Unbelievers, \ arty ee ead | Let " 
Or received any injury"”’ ae ry 1 ¥9 2S) 
Whatever from an enemy: ee hrs 
For Allah suffereth not can Je 4) >| 
The reward to be lost wise 
Of those who do good — ee acne oY ani) 
47¢s- ¢ £ KG P wAle . 


121. Nor could they spend anything 3 
(For the Cause) —small or great — Sy; ope das So ytee Ss ay 


Nor cut across a valley,*”* of Ai rer te 
But the deed is inscribed AEN JCal Sabey, 
To their credit; that Allah Par ay AA AORSTIM SS oe 
May requite their deed Shesipiaou 5aclnit4s spel 


With the best (possible reward). 


Ne 


122. Nor should the Believers 
All go forth together: 


Siesipass Brg 6349 


If a contingent By <n ope. 2 2 54 
From every expedition dala tia A ey 
Remained behind, Secu) 
They could devote themselves a fated) 
To studies in religion, " ct 

And admonish the people wi sag oll A SF 345 
When they return to them — Sven? 
That thus they (may learn)?” A D49e OPT» g 
‘To guard themselves (against evil). Spi nels aa 





1871. Again, the illustration is that of TabUk, but the lesson is general. We must not hold our own comfort 
or lives dearer than that of our Leader, nor desert him in the hour of danger. If we have true devotion, we 
shall hold our own lives or comfort cheap in comparison to his. But whatever service we render to the Cau 
of Allah, and whatever sufferings, hardships, or injuries we endure, or whatever resources we spend for the 
Cause — all goes to raise our degree in the spiritual world. Nothing is los, Our reward is far greater im worth 
than any little service we can render, or any little hardship we can suffer, or any little contributions we can 
make to the Cause. We “painfully attain to joy”. 


- i 

1372. Cut across a valley: this is specially mentioned in a symbolical way, as denoting an individual ac 
of heroism, dash, or bravery. To march with the troops along valleys, or, spiritually, tread paths of danger 
along with our Comrades, is good and praiseworthy; but one that dashes across.a stream, all alone, for some 
special deed of bravery where the elan of comradeship does not sustain him, needs special mention. Notice 
that both the things mentioned in this verse —the spending of resources and the dashing across a valley —are 
individual acts, while those mentioned in the last verse are collective acts, which are in some ways casicr. The 


1873. Fighting may be inevitable, and where a call is made by the (Amir al Mu'mmin), ruler of an Islamic 
State, it should be obeyed. But fighting is not co be glorified to the exclusion of all else. Even among those 
who are able to go forth, a party should remain behind—one in each township or circle —for purposes of 
study; so that when the fighters return home, their minds may be attuned again co the more normal imteresp 
of religious life, under properly instructed teachers, The students and teachers are soldiers of the Jihad in 
their spirit of obedience and discipline. (R). 
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4 +, Br Soe * sie Ze WD 
123. ® ye who believe! Fight 5 oN ST A1 all els ig 
The Unbelievers who gird you a 
about,'*’* alae Sli J, y pA Gade 
And let them find firmness 
In you: and know that Allah Me ES <a a 
Is with those who fear Him. Erin ise eset 


124, Whenever there cometh down!*’* 4 £2 sD EHD s Arar 
A Surah, some of them say: Jstoct met oe SF L ty Po: 
“Which of you has had oe he Perr 
a Vet iF 7 Be 7 ot 
His faith increased by it?” SMG | esdadialoSonl 
Yea, those who believe — Bh, WP BE BBE ews, 
Nis faith is increased, Oy pears pagltas) se ol aly ale 
nd they do rejoice. 
rs TAS fe . 
125. But those in whose hearts!’’® rt Ce ea A 
Is a disease —it will add doubt yay © es Eri 
To their doubt, and they will die Was Agta! mesa 
In a state of Unbelief. ote 
126. See they not that they \k c Air, Ri aeA TE ¢ CAG 
Are tried every year'”? By. A te O97, ir) a 
Once or twice? Yet they 5 ah i Rae 7 Ae Z ee 
Turn not in repentance, Ser © ee ghee 
And t tak heed, $3 Bike 
nd they take no hee rae ‘ M5 
127, Whenever there cometh down A EA as t3?- 3 hs ATA 7 
A Surah, they look at each other, Obata bn aie obs 
(Saying), “Doth anyone see you?” Sa 4,4 wee 
Then they turn aside: im S| ipa Sa 





1374. When conflict becomes inevitable, the first thing is to clear our surroundings of all evil, for it is 
only evil that we can rightly fight. To evil we must put up a stout and stiff resistance. Mealy-mouthed compromises 
are not right for soldiers of truth and righteousness. They are often a compound of cowardice, weariness, greed, 
and corruptibility. 


1375. The incompatibility of Unfaith and Faith are contrasted in this section in respect of revelation and 
the divine teacher. The Unbelievers laugh at revelation, and say to each other mockingly: '"Does this increase 
your faith?” To the Believer every new aspect of Allah's truth as revealed increases his faith, and wonder, and 
gratitude, He rejoices, because he gets added strength for life and achievement. y 

1376. Cf 2:10 and several similar passages. Just as the light, which to healthy eyes gives enlightenment, 
causes pain to the diseased eye, which emits unclean matter, so to those spiritually diseased, Allah's grace is 
unwelcome, and they put forth more doubts to cover their disease. And they die in their disease, and of their 
disease. Note the aptness of the metaphor. 


1377. Yet, in spite of their infidelity, one or two chances are given them every year, The door is not closed 
to them. Yet they deliberately turn away, and take no heed of all the warnings which their own nature and 
the teaching and example of good men should give them. 
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Allah hath turned their hearts'*”* ZAG aYep “seh ger og 
(From the light); for they Ore Per 
Are a people that understand not, 
128. Now hath come unto you ee a Eee Cee 
A Messenger from amongst va do La) oy 
Yourselves: it grieves him Rmntee ny 
That ye should perish: ee wy 
Ardently anxious is he s 2 Rie Re ‘ F 
Over you: to the Believers plese tanchal mo a ° A 
Is he most kind and merciful '*” pe soil i 
s4 Pw ta ae 
129. But if they turn away, ay ~s Hee. \ 251 Pol Keyh 
Say: “Allah sufficeth me: eeu > : “ 
There is no god but He: BRE ALON AMIE 71 XF 
On Him is my trust— i patie | i) 
He the Lord of the Throne pene SH Bi niis 
(Of Glory) Supreme!”"!3*° ably | oles cS) 


1878. Even the Unbelievers, in their hearts and conscience, feel uncomfortable when they turn aside from 
Faith and Truth, and therefore their turning aside is figured by furtive glances, such as we may suppose literally 
to have been cast by the Hypocrites in the assemblies of the Holy Prophet. Then they slink away feeling superior 
in their minds. And yer, if they only knew it, their contumacy deprives them of Allah's grace and light. They 
are turning Grace away, and when Allah withdraws it altogether, they perish utterly. 


1379. The tender heart of the Teacher is grieved that any among his flock should rush headlong to ruin 
He watches ardently over them, and whenever any of them show signs of Faith, his kindness and mercy surround 
him and rejoice over him. 


1880. But if the Message is rejected, he still proclaims the burning Faith of his heart, which is unquenchable, 
Allah is All in All. To trust Him is to find the accomplishment of all spiritual desire, His grandeur is figured 
by a lofty Throne, supreme in glory! 

Thus have we been led, through a notable incident in al Mustafa's earthly career, to truths of the highest 
spiritual import, (Cf 23:86). 
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INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 10—¥YUNUS 


Chronologically this Sirah and the five that follow (Stirahs 11, 12, 13, 14, and 15) are closely 
connected, and were revealed in the late Makkan period, as the great event of the Hijrah was 
gradually approaching down the stream of Time. But their chronology has no particular significance, 


On the other hand their arrangement in the gradation of Quranic teaching fits in with the 
subject matter. 5, 8 and S. 9 were mainly concerned with the first questions that arose on the 
formation of the new and organised Community of Islam in its conflict with those who wished 
to suppress or destroy it or use force to prevent its growth and the consolidation of its ideals, See 
Introductions to those Siirahs. The present group leads us to the questions that face us when external 
hostility has been met, and our relations to Allah have to be considered from a higher standpoint 
than that of self-preservation. How does revelation work? What is the meaning of divine grace 
and its withdrawal? How do the Messengers of Allah deliver their Message? How should we receive it? 


All these questions revolve around the revelation of the Qur'an and each Sirah of this group 
except the ISth has the Abbreviated Letters Alif, Lam, Ra, attached to it. S. 15 has the letters, 
Alif, Lam, Mim, R&, and we shall discuss this variation when we come to S. 15. 


As shown in Appendix I, the Abbreviated Letters are mystic symbols, about whose meaning 
there is no authoritative explanation. If the theory advanced in n. 25 to 2:1 has any validity, and 
the present group, Alif, Lam, Ra, is cognate to the group Alif, Lam, Mim, we have to consider 
and form some idea in our minds as to the probable meaning of the variation. We took Alif, 
Lim, Mim to be a symbol of those Siirahs that deal with the beginning, the middle, and the 
end of man’s spiritual history—the origin, the present position, and the things to come in the 
Last Days (eschatology, to use a theological term), We took Alif, Lim, to stand as symbols of 
the first two, and Mim, of the last. In the present group of Sirahs we find hardly any eschatological 
matter, and therefore we can understand the absence of Mim, the symbol standing for such matter. 
In its place comes Ra, which is phonetically allied to Lam. Lam is produced by the impact of 
the tongue to the front of the palate, and R& to the middle of the palate. In many languages 
the letters Lam, and R& are interchangeable; ¢g., in Arabic, Al Rahman becomes ar-Rahmin, 
and R@ in imperfect enunciation Lam, in Chinese lallations. If Lam is a symbol of present-day 
things looking to the future, we may take R& as a symbol of present-day things looking within, 
i.¢., into the interior of the organization of the Ummah. And this symbolism fits in with the subject 
matter of the Sirahs in question. But no one should be dogmatic in speculation about mystic Symbols. 


Let us now consider Sirah 10 alone. The central theme is that Allah's wonderful Creation 
must not be viewed by us as a creation of material things only, once made and finished with, 
Most wonderful of all is how He reveals Himself to men through Prophets and Scriptures; how 
prophets are rejected by men, and the Message disbelieved until it is too late for repentance; and 
how, as in the case of Yinus (Jonah) and his people, even the rejection (when repentance supervenes) 
does not prevent Allah's grace and mercy from working, and how far that working is beyond man's 
comprehension. 


Summary ~The wonderful working of the Spirit through man by revelation seems like magic 
to men; yet they could find Signs and Messages from Him in the sun and the moon and the constantly 
varying yet regular phenomena of nature, from which men should take a lesson of constancy and 
Faith (10:1-20, and C. 99). 


All the goodness or beauty that man meets in the life around him proceeds from Allah. 
Yet man is blind and will not understand (10:21-40, and C. 100). 
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As all things and beings proceed from Allah, so will they return to Him, and He is ever 
true. Why then does ungrateful man make untrue phantoms for himself instead of rejoicing in 
the good news which He sends? (10:41-70, and C. 101). 


Allah revealed Himself through Noah, but Noah's people rejected him and perished. He 
spoke through Moses to Pharaoh, but Pharaoh was stiff-necked and arrogant, and when he repented 
at all, it was too late (10:71-92, and C. 102). 


Everywhere want of faith causes people to perish. But the people of Yanus repented, and 
Allah saved them by His wonderful grace. So Allah will deliver the Believers. When the Truth 
comes from Allah, follow it and be patient, for Allah is the most righteous of Judges (10:93-109, 
and C. 103). 


C. 99.—Men may wonder that a man ~ 

(10:1-20.) Like unto them should bring a Message 
From Allah, but Allah's Message shines 
Forth through all-nature and Creation. 
He guides the human spirit, if only 
Man will have Faith and put his hope 
In Allah. Wonderful are Allah's relations 
With man, yet man is ungrateful 
And runs to fancies and fanciful gods, 
Glory to the One Truc Allah, Who made 
Mankind as One, and holds alone 
The secrets of the Unseen in His 
Great and good Universal Plan. 
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Surah 10. 
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Most Merciful. “West aft F . 


1. Alit Lam Ra ALO; 


These are the Ayat'*** 


eet 4 “A at 
Of the Book of Wisdom. SSMS coh 
2. Is it a matter arg A Ki 
Of wonderment to men viriSicon a? ge © 
That We have sent eHoR tReS | e A 7 
Our inspiration to a man preaye ys 
From among themselves?—*™ whens Fe gee ance £74 
That he should warn mankind Vell 5 HD Alo 
(Of their danger), and give A 1755) Wee ELS ed 
The good news to the Believers weds le plezelol 
That they have before their Lord nL 2302 ea 6 
The lofty rank of Truth." SUTaR hye 
(But) say the Unbelievers: S ty -% 
“This is indeed As pid 
An evident sorcerer!” 
3. Verily your Lord is Allah, 7 SEMA o> 
Who created the heavens : fs? K 
And the earth in six Days,'*** piper 3 eo i xg eal 





1S8l. For the Abbreviated Letters. generally as mystic Symbols, see Appendix I, For this eee 
combination see the Introduction ‘to this Strab. 


1882, Ayat = Signs, or Verses of the Qur'an. Here both meanings are to be understood. Each verse is 
a nugget of wisdom. And in the verses immediately following, ¢ g , 10:3-6, examples are given of the wonders 
of Allah's material Creation. ‘If the starry heavens impress us with their sublimity as signs of Allah's wisdom 
and power, how much more wonderful is it that He should speak to lowly man through His Messengers, in 
man's language, so that he can understand? 


1883. Is it not still more wonderful that the inspired man should be one of ourselves? The Arabs had 
known Muhammad in other relations and conditions, and when the mighty Message came through his mouth — 
the message of Wisdom and Power, such as no man could speak as from himself, least of all a man not instructed 
in human learning — they could only in their wonder attribute it to magic and sorcery, They failed to understand 
that magic and sorcery were projections of their own mind, while here was solid, enduring Truth from Allah! 


1384. Allah's Message was and is not all smooth and agreeable. The first thing is to convince us of our 
sin and wrongdoing, and warn us of our danger. If we have Faith, we then learn what a high rank we obtain 
in the sight of Allah, through His glorious Truth, which makes us pure and free. According to another view 
the word "'gadama" here refers to the fact chat the acts.of a person precede him to his Lord. The word sdq 
qualifies these acts with sincerity and genuineness. (R). 


1385. See note 1081 to 7:54. 


Sirah 10: Yiinus 480 


Then He established Himself*** 

On the Throne (of authority), 

Regulating and governing all 
things. 

No intercessor (can plead with 

Him) 

Except after His leave 

(Hath been obtained). This 

Is Allah your Lord; Him therefore 

Serve ye: will ye not 

Then be of the warned? '*’ 


. To Him will be your return — 
Of all of you. The promise 
Of Allah is true and sure!*** 
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It is He who beginneth GINS IS SS Fen me 
The process of Creation,'*** emsice Eeee ee 
And repeateth it, that He Pati | RRO Ek | WG ca 
May reward with’ justice By sala e shale 
Those who believe sore ad agill> Zs, 
And work righteousness; re Aa iyill, 
But those who reject Him se {s nob bily, 7 
Will have draughts'*** ve) Aer ner itel 
Of boiling fluids, abd} 
And a Penalty grievous, PLE ATS Se 
Because they did reject Him. =a 7» 

5. It is He who made the sun Letyiee | Kees 
To be a shining glory” adi ecille 
And the moon to be a light fred nay Ahewlc) 
(Of beauty), and measured out wd339 9 p-aalyts 





1386. Jstawa, with the preposition 14 after it, means He turned to or He directed Himself by His will; 
hence, in 2:29, | have translated, “His design comprehended the heavens,” to emphasise the fact that the heavens 
were not eternal or co-eternal with Him, but were a part of His design, and in a@ sense, as they appear to 
man subjectively, a complement to the creation of man's Earth. With the preposition ‘a/@ after it, ax here 
and in 7:54, 23:28, and 25:59, the meaning seems to be “to mount or ascend,” and to be firmly established, 
to-sit firm and unshaken, beyond question” (Cf 20:5). The Throne of authority represents many ideas; ¢g., 
(1) that Allah is high above all His Creation; (2) that He regulates and governs it, as a king does, whose authority 
is unquestionably recognised; (3) that He is not, therefore, like the gods of Greece and paganism, who were 
imagined to be in a world apart, careless of mankind, or jealous of mankind, but on the contrary, He (4) 
disposes of their affairs and all affairs continuously and with justice; (5) that the authority of His prophets, 
ministers, and messengers is derived from Him, and such intercession as they can make is by His will and 
permission, (R), , 

1387, Cf. 6:80, 

1388. Hagqq: true, right, for just ends, in right proportions, sure and certain: all these ideas are implied. 

1889. Cf n. 120 to 2:117. Allah's creation is not a simple act. once done and finished with. It is continuous, 
and there are many stages, not the least important of which is the Hereafter, when the fruits of our life will 
be achieved. 

1390. Hamim: boiling fluid; it is associated as in 38:57, with ghass@q, a dark, murky, or intensely cold 
fluid: both symbols of the grievous penalty that results from rebellion against Allah” 

1391. The fitting epithet for the sun is diya! “splendour and glory of brightness", and for the moon is 
“a light” (of beauty), the cool lighr chat illuminates and helps in the darkness of the night. But the sun and 
moon also measure time, The simplest observation can keep pace with the true lunar months and lunar years, 
which are all that is required by a pastoral people. For agriculture solar years are required, as they indicate 
the changes of the seasons, but ordinary solar years are never exact; even the solar year of 365% days requires 
correction by advanced astronomical calculation. 


Po 
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Nowise did Allah create this Is Us ay as 
But in. truth and righteousness.3** 
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understand 3% 
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Of the Night and the Day, Mls JS be S a) © 
And in all that Allah AMA MODY sce ree yee 
Hath created, in the heavens AVS PN Gl Gls G5 
And the earth, are Signs se; “A 3 
For those who fear Him.** ea pr ban) wWeoSy 
7. Those who rest not their hope : a omy waa Pie ‘Oo: 
On their meeting with Us, 4 ¢ = tr 
But are pleased and satisfied - - bee 
With the life of the Present, GIG ai Sho, 
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8. Their abode is the Fire, Riper HEO 


Because of the (evil) 


They earned. G "alow a 
9. Those who believe, oaSsil ussigs ¥ ISO: 


And work righteousness — 
Their Lord will guide them 
Because of their Faith:'** 
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Rivers in Gardens of Bliss. eee 





1392. Everything in Allah's creation has use and purpose, and fits into a Design. It is true in every sense 
of the word and it is good and just. It is nor merely a matter of sport or freak (21:16). Though so varied, 
it proclaims Allah's Unity; though a limited free will is granted to creatures, the results of evil (which is rebellion) 
are neutralised and harmony is restored. Cf $2191. 


1393. Cf. 9:11. 


1394. Cf 22164. ‘ 

1395. Those who fall from Grace are described by three epithets: (1) the meeting with Allah is not the 
object of their hope and earnest desire, but something else, viz, (2) the material good of this world, which 
not only attracts them but apparently gives them complete satisfaction, so that there is no glow of the Future 
in their horizon, and (3) they are:deaf and dead to the resounding and living Message of Allah. (1) and (2) 
refer to the extinction of Faith in them, and (3) to their falling prey to the evils of this world in their conduct. 
They are contrasted in 10:9 with the Faith and the Righteousness of those who accept Grace. 


1996. Their Faith is the cause as well as the instrument of their Guidance —the Kindly Light which leads 
them as well as the Joy which fills their Soul. The usual symbols of Gardens and Fire are again contrasted —in 
each case the result of Good or Evil in Life. 
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10. (This will be) their prayer therein: Botha pase) 


“Glory to Thee, O Allah!” 

And “Peace” will be their 
greeting therein! 

And the close of their prayer '~”” 
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Will be: “Praise be to Allah, 
The Cherisher and Sustainer 3 
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ll. Ue Allah were to hasten for men 
The ill (they have earned) 
As they would fain hasten on 
The good—then would ee 
Their respite be settled at once!" no is i tit | WOOT 
But We leave those % \ phos 
Who rest not their hope CSG} Ae RG 
On their meeting with Us, ¢ Cnet. 2 os 
In their trespasses, wandering CH Be ore ony. 
In distraction to and fro. - 


12. When trouble toucheth a man, 
He crieth unto Us 
(In all postures)—lying down'*”” 
On his side, or sitting, 
Or standing. But when We 
Have solved his trouble, 
He passeth on his way as if 
He had never cried to Us 
For a trouble that touched him! 
Thus do the deeds of transgressors 
Seem fair in their eyes!'*°° 
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1397, A beautiful piece of spiritual melody! They sing and shout with joy, but their joy is in the Glory 
of Allah! The greetings they receive and the greetings they give are of Peace and Harmony! From first to las 
they realise chat itis Allah Who cherished them and made them grow, and His rays are their Light, (Cf 36:58). 





1398. Those who have no spiritual hope for the Future grasp at any temporary advantage, and in their 
blindness even mockingly ask for immediate punishment for their sins (8:32), thus vainly challenging Allah, 
in Whom they do not believe. If the beneficent Allah were to take them at their word, they would Have no 
chance at all. Their doom would be sealed. But even the respite they get they use badly, They merely wander 
about distractedly like ‘men, to and fro. Cf, 2:15. 


1899. Not only do men fail to use their respite> even those who have a superficial belief in Allah call 
on Him in their trouble but forget Him when Hevhas relieved their trouble. Their Faith is not strong enough 
to make them realise that all good proceeds from Allah. But in moments of trouble they use every position, 
literally and figuratively, to appeal to Him; (Cf 89-8). 


1400. Those without Faith are selfish, and are so wrapped up in themselves that they think every good 
that comes to them is due to their own merits or cleverness. That is itself a cause of their undoing. They 
do not see their own faults, (Cf 30:35 and 16:53-54). 
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13. Generations before you 
We destroyed when they 
Did wrong: their Messengers 
Came to them with Clear Signs, 
But they would not believe! 
Thus do We requite 
Those who sin! 


14. Then We made you heirs 
In the land after them, 
To see how ye would behave!'*® 


15. But when Our Clear Signs 
Are rehearsed unto them, 
Those who rest not their hope 
On their meeting with Us, 
Say: “Bring us a Reading'*® 
Other than this, or change this,” 
Say: “It is not for me, 

Of my own accord, 

To change it: I follow 
Naught but what is revealed 
Unto me; if I were ‘ 
To disobey my Lord, 
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Of a Great Day (to come).” 


16. Say: “If Allah had so willed, a SEA dO 
I should not have rehearsed it nea 5 5S lanl SOD 
To you, or would He -s SERRA Bete 
Have made it known to you." pap SUIIGS, S53) Ys 
A whole lifetime before this 
Have I tarried amongst you: 
Will ye not then understand?”!*%* 
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1401. This is addressed to Quraysh in the first instance, for they have succeeded to the heritage of “Ad 
and Thamdd. But the application is tiniversal, and was tue to the “Abbasi Empire in the ime of Hardin al 
Rashid, or the Muslim Empire in Spain or the Turkish Empire in its palmiest days, and indeed, apart from 
political power, to the Muslims and non-Muslims of our own days. 


H02. Reading: in the Arabic, the word is "Quran", which may mean Reading or in the special sense, 
the Qur'in. The duty of Allah's Messenger is to deliver Allah's Message as it is revealed to him, whether it 
please or displease those who hear it. Selfish men want to read their own desires or fancies into religious precepts, 
and thus they are often willing to use Religion for their own ends. Most of the corruptions of Religion are 
due to this cause, But Religion is not to be so prostituted. 


1405. Ic isin Allah's Plan that He should reveal Himself in certain ways to His creatures, and His Messengers 
are the instruments that carry our His Will. It is in itself gracious Mercy that He should thus make His Will 
known. We should be grateful for His guidance instead of carping at it. 


1404, Muhammad al Mustafa had lived his whole life of purity and virtue amongst his people, and they 
knew and acknowledged it before he received his mission. They knew he loved his nation and was loyal to 
it. Why should they turn against him when he had to point out under inspiration all their sins and wrong- 
doing? It was for their own good. And he had to plead again and again with them: “Will you not understand, 
and see what a glorious privilege it is for you to receive true guidance from Allah?" 


DieS 
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17. Hho doth more wrong ae ii, < ta pate 
such as forge a lie SoS A5|y24 ABI SS 
Against Allah, or deny ty Se) ¢¢ 
His Signs? But never SSeS — IGN 
i i ost -s 
Will prosper those who sin. Kisgs <A oN 
18. They serve, besides Allah, osAse 
Things that hurt them not rare ray a sila ye) 


Nor profit them, and they say: 
“These are our intercessors 

With Allah.” Say: “Do ye 

Indeed inform Allah of something 
He knows not, in the heavens'*** 
Or on earth?—Glory to Him! 
And far is He above the partners 
They ascribe (to Him)!" 


19, Mankind -was but one nation, 
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But differed (later), Had it not 
Been for a Word'**’ 

That went forth before 

From thy Lord, their differences 
Would have been settled — 
Between them. 


20. They say: “Why is not 
A Sign sent down to him 
From his Lord?” Sa o pePee a) ede BL 
“The Unseen is or Bo Lea Rete 2 
For Allah (to know). 
Then wait ye: I too 
Will wait with you,"'40" 





1405. When we shut our eyes to Allah's glory and goodness, and go after false gods, we give some plausible 
excuse to ourselves, such as that they will intercede for us. But how can sticks and stones intercede for uw 
And how can men intertede for us, when they themselves have need of Allah's Mercy? Even the best and nobles 
cannot intercede as of right, but only with His permission (10:3). To pretend that there are other powers thas 
Allah is to invents lies and to teach Allah. There is nothing in heaven or earth that He does not know, and 
there is no’ other like unto Him. 


406. Cf 2-218. All mankind was created one, and Allah's Message to mankind is in essence one. the 
Message of Unity and Truth. But as selfishness and egotism got hold of man, certain differences sprang up 
between individuals, races, and nations, and in His infinite Mercy He sent them messengers and message: 
to suit their varying mentality, to test chem by His gifts, and stir them up to emulation in virtue and piety (5:48), 


1407. Cf 6:115, 9:40, and 4:171. “Word” is the Decree of Allah, the expression of His Universal Will or 
Wisdom in a particular case, When men began to diverge from one another (see last note), Allah made their 
very differences subserve the higher ends by increasing their emulation in virtue and piety, and thus pointing 
back to the ultimate Unity and Reality, (see also 20:129), (R). 


1408. Their demand for a Sign is disingenuous. All nature and revelation furnishes them with incontestable 
Signs. What they want is the Book of the Unseen opened out to them like the physical leaves of a book. Bu 
they forget that a physical Bock is on a wholly different plane from Allah's Mysteries, and that their physica 
natures cannot apprehend the mysteries. They must wait. Truth will also wait. But the waiting in two case 
is in quite different senses, (Cf. 6158 and 9:52), 
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C. 100. — The good, the beautiful, and the useful, 
(10:21-40.) | Inman's life are derived from Allah; 
Yet man is ungrateful, He runs 
After the ephemeral things of this life; 
Yet they are no better than the green 
Of the fields, that lasts for a season, 
Before it perish! Allah’s call is to an eternal 
Home of Peace. Will ye not answer it? 
Know ye not that it is He Who sustains 
And cherishes? No partner has He. 
And He speaks to His creatures:and guides them 
Through His wonderful Book unmatched. 


















SECTION 3. 


When We make mankind 
Taste of some mercy after 
Adversity hath touched them, 
Behold! they take to plotting 
Against Our Signs! Say: 
“Swifter to plan is Allah!” 
Verily, Our messengers record 
All the plots that ye make!" 
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22. He it is who enableth you 
To traverse through land 
And sea; so that ye even board 
Ships—they sail with them 
With a favourable wind, 
And they rejoice thereat; 
Then comes a stormy wind 
And the waves come to them 
From all sides, and they think 
They are being overwhelmed: 
They cry unto Allah, sincerely 
Offering (their) duty unto Him, 
Saying, “If Thou dost deliver us 
From this, we shall truly 


Show our gratitude!”*” 
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1409, Man turns his thoughts in adversity to Allah. But as soon as the trouble is past, he not only forgets 

Him but actually strives against His cause. But such people are poor ignorant creatures, not realising that 

the Universal Plan of Allah is swifter to stop their petty plans, and that thought they fail, the record of them 
remains eternally against them. (R). 


1410, All the great inventions and discoveries on which man prides himself are the fruit of thay genius 
and talent which Allah has freely given of His grace. Bupthe spirit of man remains petty, as is Hlustrated 
by the parable from the sea How the heart of man rejoices when the ship goes smoothly with fayourable winds! 
How in adversity it curns, in terror and helplessness, to Allah, and makes yows for deliverance! And how those 
vows are disregarded as soon as the danger is past! Gf 6:63. ' 


24. 





Insolently through the earth 
In defiance of right! 

O mankind! your insolence™!! 
Is against your own souls— 
An enjoyment of the life 

Of the Present: in the end, 
To Us is your return, 

And We shall show you 

The truth of all that ye did. 


The likeness of the life 

Of the Present is 

As the rain which We 

Send down from the skies;'""" 
By its mingling arises 

The produce of the earth — 
For men and animals; 

(lt grows) till the earth 

Is clad with its golden 
Ornament: and is decked out 


(In beaurr): the people to whom 


It belongs think they have 
All power: of disposal over it: 


There reaches it Our command 


By night or by day, 

And We make it 

Like a harvest clean-mown, 
As if it had not flourished 
Only the day before! 

Thus do We explain 

The Signs in detail 

For those who reflect. 


[41 In our inecience and pride we de nos wre how small and ephemeral is that part of us which is moral 
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We ehall sce ir at lat when we appear before our Judge. In the meantime our ridiculous pretensions only 


here 


ourselves, (Gf 7-64), 


M12 Another beautiful Parable, explaining the narure of our present life The rain comes down in drops 
and mingles wich che earth. Through it, by Allah's macchless artiery, che womb ef che earth ia made fraicful 
AD tinds of good. aecful. and beamtifal grains vegetables and frum are predscrd foe men ond ancmah 
The earth @ covered oo ite bravery of green and gold and adi junds of codoun Perhaps the owner” rab ol 
the credia wy himself, and chinks chat chin sill lot eternally A beiletore of blast, a fread or a voleanic erepuos 
come ond desires ft. or it may be wen normally, that the tome of henest come and ibe feelds and oprberds 
art atoipped bare by some Bligh: of disraxe Where is the beaoty anc bravery of yesterday? AU thar oo ie} 
Wt due aod ashe Woat more con we get from this physica) material life? 
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25. But Allah doth call 
To the Home of Peace:'4 
He doth guide whom He pleaseth 
To a Way that is straight. 
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26. To those who doa. nght 
Is a goodly (reward) — 


Yea, more (than im measure)!" oe SE Be oes 


No darkness nor shame 4 Peper 
Shall cover their faces!"4 Mee y ce 
They are Gompanions of the r Uo cerhal i i; 
Garden: ; 
They will abide therein CoP) aaree 
(For aye) . Jaks lbs 
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Evil will have a reward 

OF like evil:'*" ignominy 

Will cover them (faces): 

No defender will they have 
From (the wrath of) Allah: 
Their faces will be covered, 

As it were, with pieces 

From the depth of the darkness!’ 
Of Night: they are Companions 
Of the Fire: they will 

Abide therein (for aye)! 
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HIS (Gf 6:137), Ln commas: with the ephemeral and uncertain pleasures of bis material life, chene'is 
@ higher life to which Allah i aleay ‘calling. «Ii is called the Home of Peace. For there igno fear. mor 
diappolwinen nor arrow there, Anal all are called, and those will be choeen who have ough: nee material 
advantages, but the Good Pleasure of Allah. Salém, Peace, is (rom the same root asislam, the Religion of 
Uintey ginal Harney. 

HM. The reward of the rightewos il! be far more than In ptopertion te their meritn Fer they will have 
ihe supreme bli of being ear to Allah, ane ween Fes fice” (FR) 

1415, The face ia the symbol of ihe Personality, the inner and real Self, which i is the antithesis of the 
outer and ephemeral Sell. It will be (Nurminated with Allah's Laght, behind whith as no shadow OF daykness, 
All its old sbortecenings will be blotted out, with their sense of thame. for there will be Perfection, as in Allah's 
sgh, 

1416. Note that the evil reward ie for those who have “eared” evil, (e., brougihe it on themselves by the 
deliberate choice of evil, Further, in che justice of Allah, they will be requited with evil similar to, and not 
(PEaiEr in quantity or intensity, then the evil they had dome— unlike the good, who, in, Allah's generosity, grt 
arewand far greance than anything they have earned or could powibly earn. 

M17. Night & the megation of Light and metaphorically of joey and adele The intensive is indicated 
iby “the depeh of the darkness of Night” 


28. One Day shall We gather them 
= together. Then shall We say 

To those who joined gods (with 

Us); 
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We shall separate them, SBA Aor Se 

And their “partners” shall say: Pr GK | Peete < rey ; 
“It was not us Sess 
That ye worshipped!'*" Saran Pol} 


29. “Enough is Allah for a witness 
Between us and you: we 
Certainly knew nothing 
Of your worship of us!"'** 
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80. There will every soul prove 
(The fruits of) the deeds 
It sent before’***; they will 
Be brought back to Allah 
Their rightful Lord, 
And their invented falsehoods 
Will leave them in the lurch." 
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SECTION 4, 


31. Say: “Who is it that 
Sustains you (in life) 
From the sky and from the 
earth?'**2 
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Or who is it that 
Has power over hearing"*™ 


And sight? And who 


‘Is it that brings out oe | ek a 
The living from the dead ele en 
And the dead from the living?'*** <i e 7s ee 
And who is it that ASPs 






“418. The false gods are not real: they are only the figments of the imaginations of those who indulged 
in the false worship. But the prophets or great or good men whose names were vainly taken in competition 
with the name of Allah, and the personified Ideas or Idols treated in the same way would themselves protex 
against their names being used in that way, and show that the worship was paid not to them, but to the ignorance 
or superstition or selfish lusts of the false worshippers, (Cf 19:81-82, 28:63, and 35-14) 


1419. See last nove, They did not even know that they were being falsely worshipped in that way. 
1420. Cf 2:95, where the verb used is gaddama. The verb aslafa. used here, is nearly synonymous, 
1421. Instead of their false ideas helping them, they will desert them and leave them in the lusch. Cf, 6:44 


1422. Sustenance may be understood in the sense of all the provision necessary for maintaining physical 
life as well as mental and spiritual development and well-being. Examples of the former are light and rain 
from heaven and the produce of the earth and facilities of movement on land and sea and in ait Examples 
of the latter are the moral and spiritual influences that come from our fellow men. and from the great Teachen 
and Prophets. a 

1425. Just two of our ordinary faculties, hearing and sight, are mentioned, as examples of the rest All 
the gifts of Allah, physical and spiritual, are enjoyed and incorporated by us by means of the facultiel and 
capacities with which He has endowed us. = 


1424. Cf 3:27 and n. 371; 6:56, 6:95 and n. 920, 30:19, and 36:12. 
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Rules and regulates all affairs?"™** 
They will soon say, “Allah”. 

Say, “Will ye not then 

Show piety (to Him)?” 


§2. Such is Allah, your real 

_ Cherisher and Sustainer; 
Apart from Truth, 
Whar (remains) but error?!" 
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. Thus is the Word 
OF thy Lord proved crue’ 
Against those who rebel; 
Verily they will not believe. 
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34. Say: “OF your ‘partners’! etiit rors cr 
_) Can any onginate creation 

And at it?” Say: “Thies: aK act 
“It is Allah Who pasate Sis ai sind 2 Ae 
Creation and repeats it: os 
Then how are ye deluded 

Away (from the truth)?" 
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85, Say: “Of your ‘partners’ 

© ‘fs-there any that 

- Can give any guidance 

| Towards Trath?” Say: "It is Allah 

_ Who gives guidance 

Towards Truth. Is then He 
Who gives guidance to Truth 
More worthy to be followed, 
Or be who finds not guidance 
(Himself) unless heis guided? 
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i Mi. This is uhie general summing-up of the argument, The government of the whole Ceration. and ite 
“Maintenance and sustenance is in the hands of Allah, How futile then would it be wo neglect Hie true ‘id 
wid go after false goela? 


M26. The wonderful handiwork and wisdem of Allah having been referred to, as the real Truth, as against 
the false worthip and fale gods tha: men sed up. it follows that to disregard the Truth must lead aa into woeful 
wrong, not only in our belieis butin our conduct. gio eyeing cy paige How then can we urn 
gray {rd the Truth? (Cf 40-69), 


HET. Disobedience to Allah brings its own terrible consequence on ourselves. The Law, the Word, tle 
Decree, ef Allah must be fulfilled. Uf we gu to false gods, our Faith will be dimmed, and then extinguished, 
Oat spiricoal facultles will be dead 
wort 

ate, The argument lr now tured in abother direction, ‘The false gods can neither crease out of nothing 
_- OTS egiiadessenatetre besscunibeipenertaatzoyy Nor can they ge any guidance which can be of 
tee forthe future destiny of mankind: on che contrary they themselves (amuming they were men who were 
defied) cand in need of such guidance, Why then follow vain fancies, instead of going to che source of all 
keoeledge truth, and guidance. and worship, serve, and obey Allah, che One ‘Troe God? 
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36. 


What then is the matter 
With you? How judge ye?" 


But most of them follow 


Nothing but fancy: truly 
Fancy can be of no avail 
Against Truth. Verily Allah 
Is well aware of all 

That they do. 


37, This Qur'an is not such 


38. 


39. 


As can be produced 

By other than Allah; 

On the contrary it is 

A confirmation of (revelations) 
That went before it, 

And a fuller explanation 

Of the Book '*”- wherein 

There is no doubt— 

From the Lord of the Worlds. 


Or do they say, 

“He forged it”? 

Say: “Bring then 

A Sirah like unto it, 
And call (to your aid) 


Anyone you can, 


Besides Allah, if it be 
Ye speak the truth!" 


Nay, they charge with falsehood 
That whose knowledge they 
Cannot compass, even before 
The elucidation thereof" 
Hath reached them: thus 

Did thése before them 

Make charges of falsehood; 
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1430. Cf 2:25 and n. 42, 1115, and 5255-54, 


1429. The Book: Cf. 3:25 and n. $66. Allah's revelation throughout the ages is one. The Qur'iin confirms, 
fulfils, completes, and further explains the one true revelation, which has been sent by the One True God 
in all ages. 


1431. Ta'wil: elucidation, explanation, final fulfilment, Cf, 7:55. The Message of Allah not only gna 


us rules of our everyday conduct, but speaks of high matters of religious significance, which require elucidation 


in three ways: (1) by instruction from Teachers of great spiritual experience. (2) by experience from the actual — 


facts of life, and ($) by the final fulfilment of the hopes and warnings which we now take on trust through 
our Faith. The Unbelievers reject Allah's Message simply because they cannot understand it and without giving 


it even a chance of elucidation im any of these ways. (R). 
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But see what was the end 
Of those who did wrong!'*** 


40. Of them there are some 
Who believe therein, 
And some who do not: 
And thy Lord knoweth best 


Those who are out for mischief. 
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C. 101. —Men but wrong their own souls in shutting out 

(10:41-70.) The truth of Allah. To Him will be 
Their return. They have been warned 
At all times and among all peoples 
By chosen Prophets of Allah, whom they 
Have flouted. The Day will come 
When they will see the majesty, the glory, 
The goodness, and the justice of Allah. 
But they invent fancies and falsehoods, 
Let not their blasphemies and falsehoods 
Grieve the men of Allah: for falsehoods 
And false ones will never prosper. 


SECTION 5. 


If they charge thee 

With falsehood, say: 

“My work to me, 

And yours to you!'** 

Ye are free from responsibility 
For what I do and I 

For what ye do!” 


42. Among them are some who 
(Pretend to) listen to thee: 
But canst thou make the deaf 
To hear —even though 
They are without 


understanding?'*** 
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142. Wrongdoers always came to grief ultimately. The true course of history shows it from a broad 
sandpoint. But they are so headstrong that they prejudge issues in their ignorance before they are decided. 


1438. When the Prophet of Allah is rejected and charged with falsehood, he does not give up his work, 
but continues to teach and preach his Message. He can well say to those who interfere with him: “Mind your 
own business: supposing your charge against me is true, you incur no responsibility: I have to answer for it 
before Allah: and if I do my duty and deliver my Message, your rejection does not make me liable for your 
wrongdoing: you will have to answer before Allah.” 


1434. Cf 6:25, $6, 39 and notes. Hypocrites go to hear and see some great Teacher, but they get no profit 
out of it because they are not sincerely seeking the truth. They are like the blind, or the deaf, or the imbeciles. 
it is impossible to guide them, because they have not the will to be guided. 
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43. And among them are some 
Who look at thee: 
But canst thou guide 
The blind—even though 
They will not see? 




















44. Verily Allah will not deal 
Unjustly with man in aught: 
It is man that wrongs 
His own soul*** 
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45. One day He will 
Gather them together: 
(It will be) as if 
They had tarried’*** 
But an hour of a day: 
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They will recognise each other:'#? mroglee shsivé 
Assuredly those will be lost ‘SE Gee 7 ot 
Who denied the meeting WS, oss 


With Allah and refused 
To receive true guidance. 
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46. Whether We show thee ae “ 
(Realised in thy lifetime) wad, to) 
Some part of what We pre 4 ow 

ae 
Promise them—or We - SA 2x 
Take thy soul (to Our Mercy) ae 


(Before that)—in any case, 
To. Us is their return: 
Ultimately Allah is witness'*** 
To all that they do. 
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1435. Allah cannot be blamed for man's evil, nor will He deal unjustly with man. He has given him faculties 
and means of guidance. If man goes wrong, it is because he wrongs himself, 


1436. In eternity our life on this earth will look as if it had been just a little part of our little day, and 
so also will appear any interval between our death and the call to Judgement, (Cf 16:77), 


1437, We shall retain some perception of our mutual relations on earth, so that the righteous judgement 
which will be pronounced will be intelligble to us, and we shall be convinced of its righteousness. 


1458. The Prophet is assured chat the end of evil is evil, just.as the end of good is good. Whether this 
result is made plain before his very eyes in his own lifetime or afterwards, makes no difference. The wicked 
should not rejoice if they are given rope and seem to have the upper hand for a time, nor should the righteous 
lose heart; for Allah's promise is sure and must come to pass. And in any case, the scales.can only be partially, 
if at all, adjusted in this life, There is the final and complete adjustment on the Day of Judgement. Allah 
is All-Knowing, and all truth will be before Him, (C/, 40:77), 
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1439, Every people or generation or nation had its Message or Messenger (Cf. n. 668 and 16:46, and 
¥5:24): Allah revealed Himself to it in ‘some way or another. If that Messenger was ignored or rejected, or 
his Message was twisted or misused, the Day of Reckoning will come, when perfect justice will be done and 
the whole Truth revealed. The Unbelievers mockingly say: “If that is true, pray tell us when chat Day will 
come!” The answer of the Messenger is: “It will come in good time: no one can either hasten or retard it. 
If you want me then to save you or if you fear that | shall harm you for your treatment of me, know that 
this matter is in the hands of Allah alone, Who will do perfect justice, Even in regard to myself, any harm 
or good that befalls me is by the command and in the power of Allah.” 


1440. Cf 7:188, 


1441. This repeats 7:34, but the significance is different in the two contexts. Here the reply is to the 
Unbelievers’ mocking incredulity (seen n. 1439) as to whether there is such a thing as a Hereafter: they suggest 
to the Prophet of Allah that if his claim to inspiration from Allah is true, he should get them punished at 
once for rejecting him. In 7:34 the reference is to the punishment of iniquity as described in 7:53: sin is not 


necessarily punished at once: every People or generation gets a chance; when their term is fulfilled, the final 
adjustment is made. 


1442. The mockery of Unbelievers will be turned into panic when the wrath of Allah descends on therm. 
It may do so suddenly, by night or by day, when they least expect ic. Will they then say of any bit of it: "Let 
it be hastened”? 
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1445. This will be the final doom, and they will themselves have brought it on themselves! 

The psychology of the Unbelievers is here analysed and exposed, This particular argument begins at 10:47 
and ends at 10:58. It begins with the general statement that every People has had due warning and explanation 
by means of a Prophet specially sent to them; that Prophet will be a relevant witness at the final Judgement, 
when the matter will be judged in perfect equity. Then follows a dialogue, The Unbelievers mock and say, 
Why not bring on the Punishment now?” The reply to the Unbelievers is, “It will come in Allah's good time’, 
The Believers are told to watch and see how the sinners would take it if the Punishment were to come at once, 
Would they not think it too sudden? When it actually comes, their panic will be indescribable. “Is that true?” 
say the Unbelievers. “It is the very cruth,” is the answer, “and nothing can ward it off” 


1444, Cf 3:91, and 13:18. 


1445. Declare their repentance: the verb in the original is asarri, which may mean either “declare” or 
“reveal” or else “conceal” or “hide”. The classical Commentators are divided as to the meaning to be adopted 
here. If the first, which I prefer, the sense would be: “When the Penalty stares the sinners in the face, they 
would give anything to escape it, and they would even openly declare their repentance, which would bea 
source of shame and ignominy to them,” If the latter meaning be taken, the sense would be: "They would 
give anything to escape the Penalty; but the hardest thing of all for them is frankly to confess and repent, 
and so they conceal their sense of shame and ignominy’, (Cf 34:35). 
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1446. Those who do wrong have a disease in their hearts, which will cause their spiritual death, Allah 
in His Mercy declares His Will to them, which should direct their lives and provide a healing for their spiritual 
disease. If they accept Faith, the remedy acts; they find themselves in right guidance and receive Allah's forgiveness 
and mercy. Surely those are far better gifts chan material advantages, wealth, or possessions, (Cf n. 2989). 


1447. 


"Sustenance” is to be taken in both the literal and the metaphorical sense. In the literal sense, what 


fine and varied things Allah has provided for us on land and in sea and air, in the vegetable, animal, and 
mineral kingdoms? Yet narrow minds put artificial barriers against their us¢. In the metaphorical sense, what 
enchanting fields of knowledge and spiritual endeavour are provided in our individual and social lives? 

And who is to say that some are lawful and others forbidden? Supposing they were so in special circumstances, 
it W¥ not right to attribute artificial restrictions of that kind to Allah and falsely erect religious sanctions against 


them, 


1448. People who lie in Religion or invent false gods, or false worship—have they any idea of the Day 
of Judgement, when they will be called to account, and will have to answer for their deeds? 
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1449. Allah is most kind, and gracious, and generous with His gifts of all kinds, material and spiritual 
But men do not understand. and are ungrateful in forgetting the Giver of all and setting up false objec 
of worship and false standards of pride. 


1450. There is nothing that men can do but Allah is a witness to it, We may be deeply engrossed in some 
particular thing and for the time being be quite unconscious of other things. But Allah's knowledge not only 
comprehends all things, but has all things actively before it. Nothing is hidden from Him. And His knowledge 
has another quality which human knowledge has not. Human knowledge is subject to time, and is obliterated 
by time. Allah's knowledge is like a Record and endures forever. And His Record has a further quality which 
human records have not. The most permanent human record may be quite intelligible to those who make 
it but may be ambiguous to others and may become unintelligible with the progress of time, as happens almest 
invariably to the most enduring inscriptions from very ancient times; but in Allah's “Record” or knowledge 
there is no ambiguity, for it is independent of time, or place, or circumstance, This is the force of Mubin 
("clear") here. , 

1451, Allah's all-embracing knowledge and constant watchful care over all His creatures, may be a source 
of fear to sinners, but there ix no fear for those whom He honours with His Jove and friendship — neither in 
this world nor in the world to come, 
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1452. Sometimes the words of the unrighteous or their revilings hurt or grieve the righteous man, but 
there is no occasion for either anger or sorrow: they have no power and they can do no real dishonour, for 


st and honour are from Allah. 
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1454. Our physical life—and our higher life in so for as it is linked with the physical —is sustained by 
the alternation of rest and activity, and the fit environment for this alternation is the succession of Nights 
and Days in our physical world. The Day makes the things “visible co us''-a beautiful symbol, not only of 
the physical work for which we go about by day, but of the higher activities which are fitly associated with 
iting, perception and inquiry. Intuition (insight) is a little out of that circle because that may come by night, 


When our other faculties are resting 
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C. 102.— Allah works in His world—in mercy 

(10:71-92.) For His servants, and in just punishment 
For those who do wrong. Thus was it 
In Noah's story, for he worked unselfishly 
For his people, though rejected by them. 
So was it with Moses; he preached 
To Pharaoh and the Egyptians; but most 
Of them preferred falsehood and pride 
To the Truth of Allah, and perished. Even 
Pharaoh's confession of Allah at the last 
Was too late, as his life had been spent 
In luxury, pride, and oppression. 
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1455. In Qur'anic language “prosperity” refers both to our everyday life and to the higher life withia 
us—to the Present and the Future health and strength, opportunities and resources, » spirit of contentment 
and the power of influencing others. Here there seems to be an extra touch of meaning. A liar not only deprives 
himself of prosperity in all senses, but his “lie” itself against Allah will not succeed: it will and must be found out. 


1456. The reference to Noah's story here is only incidental, co illustrate a special point. The fuller story 


will be found in i:25-49, and in many other passages. e.g. . 7:59-64, 26;105-122, and 37:75-82. At each place 
there is a special point in the context. The special point here is that Noah's very life and preaching among 
his wicked people was a cause of offence to them. But he feared nothing, crusted in Allah, ae 
and was saved from the Flood. 
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1457. Firm in his sense of Truth from Allah, Noah plainly told his people to condemn him to death if 
they liked, openly and in concert, so that he should at least know who would listen to his Message and who 
would not. He wanted them to be frank and direct, for he feared nothing. 


1458. The Prophet of Allah preaches for the good of his people. He claims no reward from them; but, 
on the contrary, is reviled, persecuted, banished, and often slain, (Cf 54:47 and 36:2)). 


1459. Cf 7:62-64. 


1460. Lunderstand the meaning to be that thereis a sort of spiritual influence descending from generation 
to generation, among the Unbelievers as among the men of Faith. In history we find the same spiritual problems 
in many ages —denial of Allah's grace, defiance of Allah's law, rejection of Allah's Message. These influences 
cause the hearts of the contumacious to be sealed and impervious to the Truth. Cf 2:7 and notes, What they 
do is to prejudge the issues even before the Prophet explains them, (see also 6:46). 
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1461. ‘The story of Moses, Aaron, and Pharaoh is fully told in 7:105-187, and there are refererices to it 
in many places in the Qur'an. The incidental reference here is to illustrate a special point, viz. , that the wicked 
are arrogant and bound up in their sin, and prefer deception to Truth: they do not hesitate to charge the 
men of Allah, who work unselfishly for them, with mean motives, such as would actuate them in similar 
circumstances! 


1462. Sorcery is the very opposite of Truth — being deception of plausible shows by the powers of evil 


Bur these cannot succeed or last permanently, and Truth must ultimately prevail. 


1468. Notice how they attribute evil motives to the men of Allah, motives of ambition and lust for power, 


which the men of Allah had been sent expressly to put down. The same device was used against Al Mustafa, 


1464. When they threw their rods, the rods became snakes by a trick of sorcery, but Moses's miracies 


were greater than any tricks of sorcery, and had real Truth behind them. 
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1465. Allah's Words or Commands have real power, while sorcerer's tricks only seem wonderful by deceiving 
the eye. 


1466. The pronoun “his’ in “his People” is taken by some Commentators to refer to Pharaoh. The majority 
of Pharaoh's people refused to believe at the time, but the sorcerers believed (7:120-122), and so did Pharaoh's 
wife (66:11), and ultimately Pharaoh himself, though too late (10;90). If we took "his" to refer to Moses, it 
would mean that the Israelites were hardhearted and grumbled (7:129) even when they were being delivered 
from Egypt, and only a few of them had any real faith in Allah’s providence and the working of His Law, 
and they feared Pharaoh even more than they feared Allah. 


1467. A trial for those who practise oppression: the various meanings of Fitnah have been explained in 
n. 1198 to 8:25. The prayer is that the righteous people, being weak, should be saved from being used as 
objects of oppression or punishment at the hands of powerful enemies. Weakness cemmpts power to practise 
oppression, and is thus an occasion of trial for the oppressors. 
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1468. This instruction, we may suppose, was given when the sorcerers were brought to confusion, and 
some of the Egyptians believed. Moses was for a little while to remain in Egypt, so that his Message should 
have time to work, before the Israelites were led out of Egypt. They were to make their houses into places 
of prayer (Qibich), as Pharaoh would not probably allow them to set up public places of prayer. and they 
were now to be only sojourners in Egypt. The Qrblah was to be symbolical of their later wanderings in Arabia, 
and the still later restoration of Allah's pure worship at the Kabah under al Mustafa. These were the giad 
tidings (the Gospel) of Islam, which was preached under Noah, Abraham, Moses, = and completed 
under Muhammad. 


1469. Moses'’s prayer, in which Aaron jomed, for he was always with him, may be paraphrased thus: "0 
Allah! we understand that the glitter and the wealth of the Egyptians are not to be envied. They are but 
the ephemeral goods of this life. They are a disadvantage, in that in their pride of possessions the Egyptians 
mislead themselves and others. Let their pride be their undoing! Turn their wealth into bitterness and their 
hearts into hardness, for they reject Thee, and they will not believe until they actually see the Punishment 
of their sins!" 


1470, A terrible curse! Let their wealth and splendour become so defaced in their features, that instead 
of being objects of desire, they become objects of loathing! The heart.is the seat of affections and joy) le 
it be so hardened by their unbelief that it becomes the seat of hatred and grief! It is when they see the Penalty 
that chey will believe!) 


1471. Be not dazzled by their splendour, but stand out straight for Truth, for that is your salvation! Addressed 
in form to Moses and Aaron, in substance it is addressed cto the Israelites. 
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violence)! 

92. “This day shall We save thee Pe lect aysl cp 
In thy body, that thou g es 
Mayest be a Sign to those he shale tel Wet <A 
Who come after thee! preter WoO 
But verily, many among mankind ZA. yt oe ato Ah RE\- 
Are heedless of Our Signs!" Shed Loko les YSSL5 


C. 103. — Allah's purpose of Mercy and Forgiveness 
(10:93-109.) Was shown in the mission of Jonah, when 
Nineveh was pardoned on repentance, and given 
A new lease of life. We must 
Be patient and strive with constancy and perseverance, 
For all suffering and sorrow as well as 
All bounties proceed from Allah, Whose plan 
Is righteous and for the good of His creatures, 


SECTION 10. 


93. We settled the Children ak cake 
Of Israel in a beautiful'*’* bem > bipaals fe} 





1472, Notice the swiftness of the action in the narrative. The execution of poetic justice could not have 
been described in fewer words. 


1475. That is, in the One True God. This was deathbed repentance, and even so it was forced by the 
terror of the catastrophe. So it was not accepted (cf. 4:18) in its entirety. Only this concession was made, that 
the body was saved from the sea, and presumably, according to Egyptian custom, it was embalmed and the 
mummy was given due rites of the dead. But the story commemorated forever Allah's working, in mercy for 


His people, and in just punishment of oppressors. 


474. After many wanderings the Israclites were settled in the land of Canaan, described as a land flowing 
with milk and honey" (Exod. §:8), They had a prosperous land; and they were supplied with spiritual sustenance 
by men sent to deliver Allah's Message. They should have known better than to fall into disputes and schisms, 
but they did so, This was all the more inexcusable considering what bounties they had received from Allah, 
The schisms arose fram selfish arrogance, and Allah will judge between them on the Day of Judgement, (Cf, 45:17), 
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Dwelling place, and provided 
For them sustenance of the best; 
It was after knowledge had been 
Granted to them, that they 

Fell into schisms. Verily 

Allah will judge between them 
As to the schisms amongst them 
On the Day of Judgement. 


94. If thou wert in doubt 
As to what We have revealed 
Unto thee, then ask those 
Who have been reading 
The Book from before thee:'*’* 
The Truth hath indeed come 
To thee from thy Lord: 
So be in nowise 
Of those in doubr.'*’* 


95. Nor be of those who reject 
The Signs of Allah, 
Or thou shalt be of those 
Who perish. 


96. Those against whom the Word 
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Of thy Lord hath been verified**”” 


Would not believe — 
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97. Even if every Sign was brought 
Unto them —until they see 
(For themselves) the Grievous 
Penalty. 


98. Why was there not 
A single township (among those 
We warned), which believed — 
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1475, Allah's Truch is all one, and even in different forms men sincere in Religion recognise the oneness 
So sincere Jews like ‘Abd Allah ibn Salim, and sincere Christians like Waraqah or the Nestorian monk Bahirah, 
were ready to recognise the mission of Muhammad al Mustafa. “The Book” in this connection is Revelation 
generally, including pre-Islamic revelations. 


1476. Cf 3-60 and n. 599 


1477, Allah-has given frequent warnings against Evil and want of Faith in all ages, through Signs and 
through inspiration—the latter (“the Word") being even more direct and personal than the former. Those 
who did not heed the warning found to their cost that it was true, and they perished. Such contumacy in 
the rejection of Truth only yields when the actual penalty is in sight. Belief then is induced by irresistible 
facts: it is not efficacious as Faith, as was proved against Pharaoh. See 10:90 and n. 1473. 
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So its Faith should have Ta qvr4 ee ihe eyes 
Profited it—except the People'*”* Ie eed! [ealigaes 
Of Jonah? When they believed, di eA erA Re ATTA 
We removed from them Baermcccym 


The Penalty of Ignominy Hh) 
In the life of the Present, stedl pectic 


And permitted them to enjoy 
(Their life) for awhile’*7’* 


4ie. aa EAC CA 47 
99. Ie it had been the Lord's Will, BY bed th) E35 
They would all have believed — 


All who are on earth! RACE SGLUNILA > cae 


Wilt thou then compel mankind, 


Against their will, to believe!'*#° rors Awe: a 
100. No soul can believe, except “6¢. SUN ae J of ow aM o: 
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By the Will of Allah!*® 





1478. Allah in His infinite Mercy points out the contumacy of Sin as a warning, and the exceptional case 
of Nineveh and its Prophet Jonah is alluded to, The story of Jonah is told in $7:189-148, which would be an 
appropriate place for further comments(Cf n. 2744). Here it is sufficient to note that Nineveh was a very 
ancient town which is now no longer on the map. Its site is believed to be marked by the two mounds on 
the left bank of the Tigris, opposite the flourishing city of Mosul on the right bank, about 250 miles north: 
northwest of Baghdad. One of the mounds bears the name of the “the Tomb of Nabi Yunus.” Archaeologists 
have not yet fully explored its antiquities, but it is clear that it was a very old Sumerian town, perhaps older 
than $500 B.C, It became the capital of Assyria. The first Assyrian Empire under Shalmanester 1, about 1800 
B.C., became the supreme power in Western Asia. Babylon, whose tributary Assyria had formerly been, now 
became tributary to Assyria. The second Assyrian Empire arose about 745 B.C., and Sennacherib (705-681 
B.C.) beautified the town with many public works. It was destroyed by the Scythians (so-called Medes) in 612 
B.C. If the date of Jonah were assumed to be about 800 B.C., it would be between the First and Second Assyrian 
Empire; when the City was nearly destroyed for its sins, but on account of its repentance was given a new 
lease of glorious life in the Second Empire. 


1479, The point of the allusion here may be thus explained: Nineveh was a great and glorious City; but 
it became, like Babylon, a city of sin. Allah sent the prophet Yiinus (Jonah) to warn it, Full of iniquities though 
it was, it listened to the warning, perhaps in the person of a few just men. For their sakes, the All-Merciful 
Allah spared it, and gave it a new lease of glorious life. According to the chronology in the last note the new 
lease would be for about two centuries, after which it perished completely for its sins and abominations. Note 
that its new lease of life was for its collective life as a City, the life of the Present, fe, of this World. It does 
not mean that individual sinners escaped the spiritual consequences of their sin, unless they individually repented 
and obtained Allah's mercy and forgiveness. 


1480. If it had been Allah’s Plan or Will not to grant the limited Free Will that He has granted to man, 
His omnipotence could have made all mankind alike: all would then have had Faith, burt that Faith would 
have reflected no merit on them. In the actual world as it is, man has been endowed with various faculties 
and capacities, so that he should strive and explore, and bring himself into harmony with Allah's Will, Hence 
Faith becomes a moral achievement, and to resist Faith becomes a sin. As a complementary proposition, men 
of Faith must not be impatient or angry if they have to contend against Unfaith, and most important of all, 
they must guard against the temptation of forcing Faith, #.¢., imposing it on others by physical compulsion, 
or any other forms of compulsion such as social pressure, or inducements held out by wealth or position, or 
other adventitious advantages. Forced faith is no faith. They should strive spiritually and let Allah's Plan work 
as He wills. 


148). To creatures endued with Will, Faith comes out of an active use of that Will. But we must not 
be so arrogant as to suppose that that is enough. At best, man is weak and in need of Allah's grace and help. 
If we sincerely wish to understand, He will help our Faith; but if not, our doubts and difficulties will only 
be increased. This follows as a necessary consequence, and in Qur'anic language all consequences are ascribed 
to Allah, the Cause of Causes. 
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And He will place Doubt'*" 


~ (Or obscurity) on those 
Who will not understand. 
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Say: “Wait ye then: 

For I, too, will wait with you.”'*** 
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104. Say: “O ye men! ARR REED (61 Zahir 
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If ye are in doubt 

As to my religion, (behold!)*** 
I worship not what ye 

Worship, other than Allah! 

But I worship Allah— 

Who will take your souls'*** . 
(At death): I am commanded!” 
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1482. Rijs (from rajisa, yeryisu, or rajesa, yorjasu) has various meanings: ¢.g., (1) filth, impurity, uncleannes, 
abomination, as in 9:95; (2) hence, filthy deeds, fou) conduct, crime, abomination, thus shading off into (1), 
as in 5.90, (3) hence punishment for crime, penalty, as in 6.125; (4) a form of such punishment, utr. doubs, 
obscurity, or unsettlement of mind, anger, indignation, as in 9.125, and here, but perhaps the idea of punishment 
is also implied here. 

1483. If Faith results from an active exertion of our spiritual faculties or understanding, it follows that 
if we let those die, Allah's Signs in His Creation or in the spoken Word which comes by inspiration through 
the mouths of His Messengers will not reach us any more than music reaches a deaf man. 

1484, Cf 10;20 and n, 1408. The argument about Allah's revelation of Himself to man was begun in 
those carly sections of this Stirah and is being now rounded off towards the end of this Sirah with the same 
formula, (see also 11:95) 

1485. Other people may hesitate, or doubt, or wonder. But the righteous man has no doubt in his own 
mind, and he declares his Faith clearly and unambiguously co all, as did al Mustafa. 

1486. The worship of the One and True God is not a fancy worship, to be arrived at merely by reasoning 
and philosophy. kt touches the vital issues of life and death, which are in His hands and His alone. 

1487. Nor is the worship of One God an invention of the Prophet. It comes as a direct command through 
him and to all 
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And never in anywise 
Be of the Unbelievers; 


Guidance, do so for the good 
Of their own souls; those 


Who stray, do so to their own loss: 


And I am not (set) over you 
To arrange your affairs."'*"° 
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1488. Individual Faith is good, but it is completed and strengthened by joining or forming a Righteous 
Society, in which the individual can develop and expand. Islam was never a religion of monks and anchorites. 
It laid great stress on social duties, which in many ways test and train the individual's character. 


1489. Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. Even when we suffer under trials and tribulations, it is for 
oar good, and no one can remove them except He, when, in His Plan, He sees it to be best for all concerned. 
On the other hand, there is no power that can intercept His blessings and favours, and His bounty flows freely 
when we are worthy, and often when we are not worthy of it. 


1490. The Furgitn, the Criterion between right and wrong, has been sent to us from Allah. If we accept 
guidance, it is not as if we confer favours on those who bring us guidance. They suffer unselfishly for us, in 
order that we may be guided for our own good On the other hand, if we reject it, it is our own loss. We 
have a certain amount of free will, and the responsibility is ours and cannot be shifted to the Teachers sent 
by Allah. 
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109. Follow thou the inspiration Aine Pie Be 
Sent unto thee, and be A) yl f & 
Patient and constant, till Allah is sie er eel be Z 
Doth decide: for He CSV Sng Ah KS El, 
Is the Best to decide.**! + . 


1491. When, in spite of all the efforts of the Prophets of Allah, people do not accept Truth, and ew 
seems to flourish for a time, we must wait and be patient, but at the same time we must not give up hope 
or persevering effort. For thus only can we carry out our part in the Plan of Allah. 
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INTRODUCTION TO SURAH ll—HUD 


ee eam’ OF CHM Seals and Sor SCPeR NRT FSU 10 to 15, 
see Introduction to S. 10. 


In subject matter this Sirah supplements the preceding one. In the last Sirah stress was 
laid on that side of Allah's dealings with man which leans to Mercy: here stress is laid on the 
side which deals with justice and the punishment of Sin when all Grace is resisted. 


Summary —Allah's revelation of mercy, His dealing with man, and His long-suffering patience 
are contrasted with man’s ingratitude, his love of falsehood and vanity, and his crookedness (1):1-24, 
and C. 104). 


Noah's unselfishness and humility in teaching his people the Truth of Allah were traduced 
by the ungodly, and his Message ridiculed and rejected. But he built his. Ark under directions 
from Allah, and was saved, with peace and blessings, while his rejecters perished (11:25-49, and 
C.-105). 


The prophet Hod preached to his people, ‘Ad, against false gods, and the prophet Salih to his people, 
Thamdd, against dishonouring the symbol of Allah's bounty. In both cases Allah's Signs were rejected, and the rejec- 
tors were blotted out (11:50-68, and C. 106). 


Lot's people were given to abominations; Abraham pleaded for them, and Lot was sent 
out to them, but they went deeper and deeper into sin and suffered the Penalty. Shu'ayb's people, 
the Midianites, were warned against fraud and mischief, but they reproached him with helplessness 
and were themselves destroyed (11:69-95, and C. 107), 


It is arrogant leaders like Pharaoh who mislead men, and men bring ruin on themselves. 
But Allah is Just. The penalty for sin is real and abiding; therefore shun all wrongdoing, and 
serve Allah wholeheartedly (11:96-123, and C. 108). 


C. 104.—Allah’s Revelation teaches the Truth; it warns 
(1:1-24.) Against wrong and gives glad tidings to the righteous: 
Ungrateful man folds up his heart 
And fails to see how all Nature points 
To Allah and to the Hereafter: he but seeks 
Petty issues, forgetting the Cause of Causes. 
Not all the wisdom of man can produce 
Aught like the Message which comes from Allah, 
As the Light that leads and the Mercy 
That forgives. Who then but will humble 
Himself before Allah, seeking His light and His voice? 
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1492. For the meaning of these Letters, see Introduction to S. 10. 


1493. See n. 347 to 3:7, Every basic principle is included in Allah's Revelation, and it is further illustrated 
and explained in detail. 


1494. Al Mustafi’s Message— as was the Message of all prophets —was to warn against evil, and to bring 
the glad tidings of Allah's Mercy and Grace to all who would receive ir in Faith and trust in Allah. This double 
Message is preached illustratively in this Sirah. 


1495. The enjoyment of all good and true things in life refers, I think, to the present life with its limited 
term, and the abounding Gracé refers to the 17 spiritual reward, which begins here but is completed in 
the life to come. 
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1496. The heart (literally breast in Arabic) is already well-guarded in the body; and secrets are supposed 
to be hidden in the heart or breast. Foolish persons might further cover up their hearts with cloaks, but even 
so, nothing can be hidden from Allah. 


1497. Cf, S:119. 


1498. Cf 6:59. Nothing happens in Creation except by the Word of Allah and with the knowledge of 
Allah. Not a leaf stirs but by His Will. Its maintenance in every sense is dependent on His Will, 


1499, Mustagarr = definite abode; where a thing stop. or stays for some time, where it is established 
Musiawda’ = wherea thing is laid up or deposited for a little while. Referring to animals, the former denotes 
its life on this earth; the latter its temporary prenatal existence in the egg or the womb and its after-death 
existence in the tomb or whatever state it is in until its resurrection. 


1500. Cf. 6:59 and n. 880. and 10:61 and n. 1450 
1501. See n. 1051 to 7:54. 


1502. It is scientifically correct to say that all life was evolved out of the waters, and this statement also 
occurs in the Qur’lin, 21:50. Some such meaning, I think, also attaches to the Gen. 1:2. The past tense “was” 
refersto the time before life developed in solid forms, on land and in air. (R). 


1503. The Creation we see around us is not idle sport or play (in Hindi, Lila) or whim on the part of 
Allah. It is the medium through which our spiritual life is to develop, with such free will as we have. This 
life is our testing time. 


1504. The Unbelievers, who do not believe in a Future life, think all talk of it is like a sorcerer’s talk, 
empty of reality. But in this they show their ignorance, and they are begging the question. 
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“This is nothing but 
Obvious sorcery!” 


8. IfWe delay the penalty 


For them for a definite term, 
They are SUTE tO Say, 

“What keeps it back?”"™ 

Ah! On the day it (actually) 
Reaches:them, nothing will 
Turn it away from them, 
And they will be completely 
Encircled by that which 
They used to mock at! 
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9, « Jf We-give man a taste 


Of mercy from Ourselves, 

And then withdraw it from him, 
- Behold! he is in despair 

And (falls ing) blasphemy." 


But if We give him a taste 
Of (Our) favours after 
Adversity hath touched him, 
He is sure to say, 

“All evil has departed from 

me;”" 

Behold! he falls into exultation 
And pride. 
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1505, As much as to say: “Oh! all this talk of punishment is nonsense, There is no such thing!” 


1506, ‘He does not replies that some kinds of chastening are good for discipline and the training of our 
spiritual faculties. 


1507, He takes it as.a matter of course, or as duc to his own merit or cleverness! He docs not realise that 
both in.good and ill fortune there isa beneficent purpose in the Plan of Allah, 


1508. Their attitude is the right one: to take ill fortune with fortitude and good fortune with humility, 
and in.either case: go.on persevering in good deeds to their fellow creatures, 
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A part of what is revealed'** 
Unto thee, and thy heart 
Feeleth straitened lest they say, 
“Why is not a treasure sent down 
Unto him, or why does not 

An angel come down with him?” 
But thou art there only to warn! 
It is Allah that arrangeth 

All affairs! 


13. Or they may say, “He forged it.” 
Say, “Bring ye then ten Surahs 
Forged, like unto it, and call 
(To your aid) whomsoever 
Ye can, other than Allah! — 

If ye speak the truth!"*!° 


14. “If then they (your false gods) 
Answer not your (call), 
Know ye that this Revelation 
Is sent down (replete) with the 

knowledge 

Of Allah, and that there is 
No god but He! Will ye 
Even then submit (to Islam)?” 


15. Those who desire 
The life of the Present 
And its glitter—to them 
We shall pay (the price 
Of) their deeds therein — 
Without diminution !*" 


16. They are those for whom 
There is nothing in the Hereafter 
But the Fire: vain 
Are the designs they frame therein, 


mee esl 


payne 8 eas sited 
AS5! SadeI SYS Jeol 


4 Naess | a Til oe ee 
peclalle Ane 


S 


be 


§ PAIS 4 “4 

Saseist Besa! 
e- they s+ +04 

PANGS jal ap 1 > 
2 et i: oye eles oe Gitte a fuacdhis 
boas Salata o 
Ss © 
Stiad piss 


SAIS ins fo 


obs asi sis 


Casa 2a6s 


7,° {i te fy Pe ed 
Yareteel Si Soltis, 
Sse 
NGA AESIT &. 


YalaLclk bs aly 





1509. Every Prophet of Allah, when he not only encounters opposition, but is actually accused of falsehood 
and those very evils which he is protesting against, may feel inclined, in his human weakness, to ask himself 
the question, “Supposing I omit this little point, will Allah's Truth then be accepted more readily?” Or he 
may think to himself, “If 1 had only more money to organise my campaign, or something which will draw 
people's attention, like the company of an angel, how much better can i push my Message?” He is cold that 
truth must be delivered as it is revealed, even though portions of it may be unpalatable, and that resources 
and other means to draw people to him are beside the point, He must use just such resources and opportunities 


as he has, and leave the rest to Allah. 


1510. Cf 2:23, 10;38, 17:88, and 52:53-54. 


1511. If worldly men desire the glitter of this world, they shall have it in full measure, but it is false glitter, 
and it involves the negation of that spiritual life which comes from the guidance of the inner light and from 


the revelation of Allah, as described in verse 17 below. 
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And of no effect 
Are the deeds that they do! 


Can they be (like) those 

Who accept a Clear (Sign) 
From their Lord, and whom 
A witness from Himself*"* 
Doth teach, as did the Book 
Of Moses before it—a guide’*” 
And a mercy?. They believe 
Therein; but those of the Sects 
That reject it—the Fire 

Will be their promised 
Meeting place. Be not then 

In doubt thereon: for it is 
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1515. “Guide’: 


1512, "A witness from Himself": i.e, the Book which was given to al Mustafi. the Holy Qur'is, 
which ‘is compared to the original Revelation given to Moses. We make no difference between one true 
and genuine Message and another, nor between one prophet and another —for they all come from the One 
True God. 


the Arabic word here is /mam, a leader, a guide, one that directs to the crue Path. 


Such a direction is an instance of the Mercy and Goodness of Allah to man. The Qur’in and the Prophet 
Muhammad are also called, each, a Guide and a Mercy, and so are these epithets applicable to previous Books 


and Prophets. 


1514. Cf 7:45 and 14:5. 
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C. 105. —Noah walked righteously and humbly 

(11:25-49.) As in the sight of Allah. With unselfish 
Love for his people he warned them 
And taught them. But they did flout 
And reject his Message with scorn 
And insults. Allah gave him directions 
To build an ark against the impending 
Flood which was to purify the world 
From Sin and Unrighteousness. In it 
Were saved Noah and those who believed. 


1515. Of. 7:38. In this context, it is implied that they committed a twofold wrong: (1) in inventing falsehoods 
against Allan, which deadened their own soul, and (2) in leading others astray or hindering them from Allah's 
path. Thus they lost the faculty of hearing, which they might have used to hear the Word of Allah, and they 
blinded the faculty of sight by shutting out Allah's light, (see also 25:69 and 33:68). 


1516, Note chat the humility is to be “before their Lord,’ t¢., in Allah's sight. There is no virtue, quite 
the contrary, in rubbing our noses to the ground before men. We are not to be arrogant even before men 
because we are humble as in Allah's sight. Nor does true humility lose self-confidence: for that self-confidence 
arises from confidence in the support and help of Allah. 
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1517. Noah's mission was to a wicked world, plunged in sin. The mission had a double character, asim 
the mission of all Prophets of Allah: it had to warn men against evil and call them to repentance, and it 
had to give them the glad tidings of Allah's Grace in case they turned back to Allah: it was a Guidance and Mercy 

1518. The Unbelievers were impelled by three powerful human motives of evil to resist Grace: (1) jealousy 
of other men; they said, “Why, you are no better than ourselves,” half perceiving the Prophet's superiority, 
and half ignoring it; (2) contempt of the weak and lowly, who are often better intellectually, morally, and 
spiritually; they said. "We cannot believe or do what these fellows, our inferiors in social rank, believe or dol”; 
(3) arrogance and self-sufficiency, which is a vice cognate to (Z), looked at from a different angle; they said. 
“We are really better than the lot of you!" Now the claim made on behalf of Allah's Message attacked all 
these three attitudes. And all they could say against it was to abuse it impatiently, and call it a lie. 

1519. Noah's answer (like that of the Prophet of Allah who spoke in later ages in Makkah and Madinah) 
is a pattern of humility, gentleness, firmness, persuasiveness, truth, and love for his own people. First, he meekly 
(not exultingly) informs them that he has got a Message from Allah. Secondly, he tells them that it is a Message 
of Mercy even in its-warning, though in their arrogance the Mercy may be hidden from them. Thirdly, be 
tells therm plainly that there can be no compulsion in Religion: but will they not accept with goodwill what 
is for their own benefit? He pleads with them as one of their own. 
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1520, The fourth point in Noah's address meets their accusation that he was a liar, implying that he was 
serving some selfish end of his own: on the contrary, he says, he secks no reward from them but will bear 
any insults they heap on him, for he looks to Allah rather than men. But, fifthly if they insult the poor and 
needy who come to him in Faith, and think that he would send them away in order to attract the great ones 
of the land. he tells them plainly that they are mistaken. In fact. (sixthly), he has no hesitation in telling 
the blunt truth that they are the ignorant ones, and not the poor who came to seek Allah's Truth! 


1821. But (seventhly) again he pleads, with as much earnestness as ever, that he is one of themselves, and 
just doing his truest duty. Would they have him do less? Indeed, would they not themselves see the Truth and 
come into the goodly company of Believers? 


1522. The eighth point that Noah urges is that he is not a mere vulgar soothsayer pretending to reveal 
secrets not worth knowing, nor an angel living in another world, with no ties to them. He is their real well- 
wisher, delivering a true Message from Allah. 


1524. Cf 6:50 and n. 867. 


1524. But Noah will not close his argument without defending the men of Faith, whom the Chiefs despise 
because they are lacking in worldly goods. He tells them plainly that Allah perhaps sees in them something 
in which they, the arrogant Chiefs, are lacking. Their spiritual faculties: can only be appreciated truly by Him 
to Whom all the secrets of the spirit are open. But he, Noah, must declare boldly his own Faith, and this 
is the ninth point in his argument. 
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1525. To Noah's address the worldly Chiefs give a characteristic reply. In its aggressive spirit it is the very 
antithesis of the gentle remonstrances of Noah. Because he had gently and patiently argued with them, they 
impatiently accuse him of “disputing with them” and “prolonging the dispute”. They are unable to deal with 
his points. So they arrogantly throw out their challenge, which is a compound of hectoring insolence, unreasoning 
skepticism, and biting irony. “You foretell disaster to us if we don’t mend our ways! Let us see you bring « 
on! Now, if you please! Or shall we have to call you a liar?” 


1526, To the blasphemous challenge addressed to Noah his only answer could be: “I never claimed that 
1 could punish you. All punishment is in the hands of Allah, and He knows best when His punishment will 
descend. But this | can tell you! His punishment is sure if you do not repent, and when it comes, you will 
not be able to ward it off!" 


1527. But Noah's heart bleeds for his people. They are preparing their own undoing! All bis efforw are 
to be vain! Obstinate as they are, Allah's grace must be withdrawn, and then who can help them, and what 
use is any counsel? But again he will try to remind them of their Lord, and turn their face to Him. For ther 
ultimate return to His Judgement Seat is certain, to answer for their conduct. 
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1528. The fine narrative of dramatic power is here interrupted by a verse which shows that the story of 
Noah is also a parable for the time and the ministry of Muhammad, the Prophet. The wonderful force and 
aptness of the story cannot be denied) The enemy therefore turns and says, “Oh! but you invented itl The 
answer is, “No! but it is Allah's own truth! You may be accustomed to dealing in falsehoods, but I protest 
that | am free from such:sins’* The place of this verse here corresponds to the place of verse 49 atthe end 
of the next Section. 

While understanding this verse to refer to a) Mustafa, as most of the accepted Commentators understand 
it, it is possible also, I think, to read it into the story of Noah, for all Prophets have similar spiritual experiences. 


1529. The story of Noah is resumed. A point was reached, when it was clear that there was no hope of 
taving the sinners, who were courting their own destruction. It was to be a great Flood So Noah was ordered 
t construct a great Ark or Ship, not a sailing ship, but a heavy vessel to remain afloat in the Flood, so that 
the righteous could be saved in it. 


1530. It was to be built under the special instructions of Allah, to serve the special purpose itwas intended 
to serve. 


1551. The ridicule of the sinners, from their own point of view, was natural. Here was a preacher turned 
carpenter! Here was a plain in the higher reaches of the Mesopotamian basin, drained by the majestic Tigris, 
over 800 to 900 miles from the sea (the Persian Gulf) in a straight line! Yer he talks of a flood like the Sea! 
All material civilisations pride themselves on their Public Works:and their drainage schemes. And here was 
a fellow relying on Allah! But did not their narrow pride seem ridiculous also to the Prophet of Allah! Here 
were men steeped in sin and insolence! And they pit themselves against the power and the promise of Allah! 
Truly a contemptible race is man! 
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1532. The Arabic Aorist may be construed either by the present tense or the future tense, and both make 
good sense here. Following Zamakhshari, I construe in the present tense, because the future is so tragic for 
the sinners, For the titne being the worldly ones looked down on the Believers as they always do; but the Believes 
relied on Allah, and pitied their critics for knowing no better!—for their arrogance was really ridiculous. 


1538. Far al tanniir. Two interpretations have been given: (1) the fountains or the springs on the surface 
ofthe earth bubbled over or gushed forth; or (2) the oven (of Allah's Wrath) boiled over, The former has 
the weight of the best authority behind it and I prefer it. Moreover, the same phrase occurs in 23:27, where 
it is a clause coordinated (as here) with the coming of Allah's Command. These two passages may be compared 
with 54:11-12, where it is said that water poured forth from the skies and gushed forth from the springs, This 
double action is familiar to anyone who has seen floods on a large scale. The rain from above would saturate 
the great Ararat Plateau, and give great force to the springs and fountains in the valley of the Tigris below, 


1534. Zawjayn; the dual number refers co the two individuals in cach pair of opposite sexes. Some of 
the most authoritative Commentators (¢ g., Imam Razi) construe it in this sense, though others construe it 
to mean twu pairs of cach species 


1555. A disobedient and recalcitrant son (or step-son or grandson) of Noah is mentioned below (11-42-43, 
45-46). A member of the family, who breaks away from the traditions of the family in things that matter, 
ceases to share in the privileges of the family, 
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1556. The simile of mountains applies to the waves, which were mountain high —literally, for the peaks 
were being submerged. 


1537, The Unbelievers refuse w believe in Allah, but have great faith in material things! This young man 


was going to save himself on mountain peaks, not knowing that the peaks were themselves being submerged. 


1538. A wonderful passage. The whole picture is painted in just a few words. The chain of material facts 


are linked together, not only in their relations to each other, but also in their relation to the spiritual forces 
that control them, and the spiritual consequences of Sin and wrongdoing, The drowning in the material sense 
was the last part of the Penalty. A whole new world came into existence after the Deluge (R). 


| 
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1559. Letus get a little idea of the geography of the place, The letters JIM, Ba’, and Kaf are philologically 
interchangeable, and JadT. Gid¥, KOdY are sounds that can pass into cach other. There is no doubt that 
the name is connected with the name “Kurd”, in which the letter r is a later interpolation, for the oldest Sumerian 
records name a people called Kéti or Giri as holding the middle Tigris region not later thay 2000 B.C. (see 
E.B., Kurdistan). That region comprises the modern Turkish district of Bohtan, in which Jabal Jud? is situated 
(near the frontiers of modern Turkey, modern Iraq, and modern Syria), and the town of Jazirah ibn ‘Umar, 
(on the present Turco-Syrian frontier), and it extends into Iraq and Iran. The great mountain mass of the 
Ararat plateau dominates this district. This mountain system “is unique in the Old World in containing great 
sheets of water that are bitter lakes without outlets, Lake Van and Lake Urumiya being the chief’ (E.B., Asia), 
Such would be the very region for a stupendous Deluge if the usual scanty rainfall were to be changed into 
a very heavy dbwnpour A glacier damming of Lake Van in the Ice Age would have produced the same result 
The region has many local traditions connected with Noah and the Flood. The Biblical legend of Mount Ararat 
being the resting place of Noah's Ark is hardly plausible, seeing that the highest peak of Ararat is over 16,000 
feet high. If it means one of the lower peaks of the Ararat system, it agrees with the Muslim tradition about 
Mount Jad? (or Gad), and this is in accordance with the oldest and best local traditions. These traditions 
are accepted by Josephus, by the Nestorian Christians, and indeed by all the Eastern Christians and Jew, 
and they are the best in touch with local traditions. See (Viscount) J. Bryce. “Transcaucana and Ararat,” 4th 
ed., 1896, p. 216. 


1540. See n. 5155 above. Like all Prophets of Allah, Noah was kind-hearted, but he is told that there 
can be no compromise with evil, And Noah acknowledges the reproof. There was a wife of Noah, who wa 
also an unbelieving woman (66:10), and she suffered the fate of Unbelievers. 
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1541. Noah, in his natural affection and respect for ties of relationship, was overcome with human weakness 
in wishing to reverse the law of spiritual Justice. lt was not sin but ignorance. His ignorance was corrected 
by divine inspiration, and he immediately saw the full Truth, acknowledged his error, and asked for Allah's 
forgiveness and mercy, This is the standard set for us all. 


1542. Cf 2126 


1543. Those who truly seek Allah's light and guidance and sincerely bend their will to His Will are freely 
admitted to Allah's grace. Notwithstanding any human weaknesses in them, they are advanced higher in the 
spiritual stage on account of their Faith, Trust, and Striving after Right. They are given Allah's Peace, which 
gives the soul true calmness and strength, and all the blessings that flow from spiritual life. This was given 
not only to Noah and his family but to all the righteous people who were saved with him. And their descendants 
were also promised those blessings on condition of righteousness. But some of them fell from grace, as we 
know in history, Allah's grace is not a social or family privilege. Each people and each individual must earnestly 
stzive for it and earn it. 


1544. Cf n. 1528 to 9:35. The sum of the whole matter is that the righteous, who work for Allah and 
their fellow-men, may be traduced, insulted, and persecuted. Bur they will be sustained by Allah's Mercy. 
They must go on working patiently, for the End will all be for them and their Cause. 
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Mere 2205 


1545. Cf the story of Hid the Messenger to the “Ad People, in 7:65-72. There the argument was how 
other Peoples treated their prophet as the Makkans were treating al Mustafa. Here we see another point 
emphasised: the insolence of “Ad in obstinately adhenng to false gods after the true God had been preached t 
them, Allah's long-suffering grace to thern, and finally Allah’s justice in bringing them to the book while the 
righteous were saved. 

The locality in which ‘Ad flourished ts indicated In n. 1040 to 7:65 





1546. The beautiful metaphor about the skies coming down with rain has been obscured unnecessarily 
in most translations. The countr) of “Ad was an arid county, and rain was the greatest blesing they could 
receive. We can imagine this being sid in a time of famine, when the people performed all sorts Of superstiiow: 
rites and! Invecations instead of turning to the true God in faith and repentance. Further, when we remember 
that there were, in this tract in ancient times, dams like that at Ma'rib, for the storage of rain water, the effect 
is still further heightened in pointing to Allah's care and mércy in His dealing with men. 


147. Adding strength to strength may refer to an increase of popilation, wf some Commentators think 

While other parts of Arabia were sparsely populated, the irrigated lands of ‘Ad supported a comparatively dene 

and added to their natural strength in the arts of peace and war, But the term used is perfectly gen 

eral, They were @ powerful people in their time. If they obeyed Allah and followed the law of rightcounes, 
they would be still more powerfil, for “righteousness exalteth a nation.” 
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On thy word! Nor shall we 
Believe in thee!'*** 
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“ 
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54. “We say nothing but that zal Ae ted 
(Perhaps) some of our gods sy spate * 
May have seized thee'*** ie jams ih 
With imbecility.” He said: ponies) Fi 
“I call Allah to witness, Ae ot 50 ot ¢ 
And do ye bear witness, eats 
That I am free from the sin 2 
Of ascribing, to Him, Se Beate 

55. “Other gods as partners! . 

So scheme (your worst) against me, BAS G..4i93 ot 0) 
All of you, and give me . “ 
No respite!** be lernr 

56. “I put my trust in Allah, ne ne ae 

My Lord and your Lord! SS opale BEBO 


There is not a moving 
Creature, but He hath 
Grasp of its forelock."**' 


Geoihek avast wit 
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Verily, it is my Lord edi so bite 
That is on a straight Path.'**? Crit, dyed Bo} 
57. “If ye turn away— 

I (at least) have conveyed 


The Message with which I CL NE SES : Srp 


Was sent to you. My Lord O°f wr BP rors 
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1548. The argument of the Unbelievers is practically this: “We are not convinced by you; we don't want 
to be convinced: we think you are a liar—or perhaps a fool!” (See next verse). 


1549, Seen. 1548 above. Continuing their argument, the Unbelievers make a show of making all charitable 
allowances for Hiid, but in reality cut him to the quick by bringing in their false gods, “To be quite polite,” 
said they, “we will not say that you are exactly a liar! Perhaps you have been touched with imbecility! Ah 
yes! You rail against what you call our false gods! Some of them have paid you out, and made you a fool! 
Ha! ha!” This mockery is even worse than their other false accusations. For it sets up false gods against the 
One True God, even in dealing with Hid. So Hid replies, with spirit and indignation: “At least keep Allah's 
name out of your futile talk! You know as well as I do, that | worship the One True God! You pretend that 
your false gods can smite a true Prophet of Allah! I accept the challenge. Scheme and plot against me as 
you may, all of youyou and your gods! See if you have any power! I ask for no quarter from you! My trust 
is in Allah” 


1550. Cf 7:195 and n. 1168. 


1551. Grasp of the forelock: an Arabic idiom, referring to a horse's forelock, The man who grasps it has 
complete power over the horse, and for the horse the forelock is as it were the crown of his beauty, the sum 
of his power of self-assertion. So Allah's power over all creatures is unlimited’ and no one can withstand His 
decree. Cf 96:15-16. 


1552, That is, the standard of all virtue and righteousness is in the Will of Allah, the Universal Will 
that controls all things in goodness and justice. You are on a crooked Path. Allah's-Path is a straight Path. 
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To succeed you, and you yr BAe 2 
Will not harm Him!" Mtn Te $8 
In the least. For my Lord ies a 
Hath care and watch ‘fea Ze 305 
bop ean > 965 Ble 393) 
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From a severe Penalty. Si Nez ASS, 
59. Such were the ‘Ad People: Dy’ 
They rejected the Signs o SHEN ICE Mealy 
Of their Lord and Cherisher; 
Disobeyed His Messengers; ey ers Fey 
And followed the command ab ce 
Of eve werful, obstinat s 4 
Phe Ty Powe: obstinate xh GE. KB St, 
60. And they were pursued ree rif te 
By a Curse in this Life — ASEAN 3 pth ® 
And on the Day of Judgement. aac of Axe BW eee 
Ah! Behold! For the ‘Ad as wy Sislea via Aalillays 
Rejected their Lord and Cherisher! 
_ Ah! Behold! Removed (from sight) porep glllan yi 


Were ‘Ad, the People of Hid! 


. SECTION 6. 


61. Co the Thamiid People wa {5.25 
(We sent) Salih, one GS alla eS S15 ap 
Of their own brethren.*** 





1553. Hid was dealing with a people of pride and obstinate rebellion. He tells them that their conduct 
will only recoil on themselves, It can do no harm to Allah or in any way frustrate the beneficent Plan of Allah 
He will only put some other people in their place to carry out His Plan. That Plan is referred to in the nexi 
sentence as “care and watch” over all his Creation. 


1554. A few just men might suffer for the iniquities of the many. But Allah’s Plan is perfect and eventually 
saves His own people by special Grace, if they have Faith and ‘Trust in Him. 


1555. Instead of following the beneficent Lord who cherished them, they followed every tebel againu 
Allah's Law, if he only obtained a little power to dazzle them, (Cf 14:15). 


1556. The story of Salih and the Thamid people has been told from another point of view in 7:73-79. 
The difference in the point of view there and here is the same as in the story of HUd: see n. 1545 to 11:50 
Note how the story now is the same, and yet new points and details are brought out to illustrate cach new 
argument. Note. also, how the besetting sin of the ‘Ad — pride and obstinacy — is distinguished from the besetting 
sin of the Thamid—the oppression of the poor, as illustrated by the test case and symbol of the she-camel; 
see 0, 1044 to 7:75. All sin is in a sense pride and rebellion: yet sins take particular hues in different circumstances, 
and these colours are brought out'as in a most artistically painted picture — with the greatest economy of words 
and the most piercing analysis of motives. For the locality and history of the Thamld, see n. 1045 to 7:75, 
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62, They said; “O Salih! msi oo) 


Thou hast been of us!— 


A centre of our hopes'™** Tie wer haere. # tees 
Hitherto!. Dost thou (now) Vee No Iya LS 
‘Forbid us the worship — Aa, 5 Ws 
Of what our fathers worshipped? CA ewe A a: 3 ol Mtl 
But we are-really - } soe) \lexesqa) 4H 2 
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Doubt. as to thar to which 
Thou invitest us.” 


63. He said: “O my people! ciate Ee 
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A Clear (Sign) from my. Lord Lice PP eg 1S diadules % 
And He hath sent-Mercy Adm) 4ne onload), pt Au, 
Unto me from Himself — who" rv ar He = 
Then can help me Phere +) st ue | BES ee 
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i857. For Asad ana process of creation seen. 925 to 6198 and the further eeferences giwen there. As 
io he body, man has been produced from earth of clay, and his seidhement on earth is « fact of his material 
tistence Therelote we met conform to all the lass of-our phytical being. imoorder-that through our life 
heritage Through the oer we make of our health, of our hich, of ae pastures, of material facts of all cinds, 
will develop our moral and spiritual narure, 


1556. Silih'e life with bis people had been so righteous (like chat of al Amin-in later cies) that he might 
have been chosen teader or king if he hed only conformed to their superstitions and supported their sine But 
he was born fora higher mimion— that of a preacher of troth aed righteousness and an ardent opponent 
of selfigh privilege and a chompion of the ight of hurmanityon Allah’ free earth by the opmbel af the she: 
gmk seen. WH be 7:73. 


1333. “Allah has bees good to me and bestowed on te His light and che inestomable prwilege of carrying 
Ha meston to you, Don't you sce chat if | fei) eo carry owt-hie mission, | shall haveco anawer before Himi 
Who-can help me in thar caser The jeagig thing which you can add (o my misfortunes ee be total perdition 
(on the spiritual workd. Cf 128 
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A symbol to you:!** 
Leave her to feed 
On Allah's (free) earth, 


~ And inflict no harm 


On her, or a swift Penalty 
Will seize you!” 


But they did hamstring her. 

So he said: “Enjoy yourselves 

In your homes for three days:'**' 
(Then will be your ruin): 
(Behold) there a promise 

Not to be belied!” 


When Our Decree issued, 

We saved Salih and those 

Who believed with him, 

By (special) Grace from 
Ourselves —** 

And from the Ignominy 

Of that Day. For thy Lord— 

He is the Strong One, and Able 

To enforce His Will. 


The (mighty) Blast'*** overtook 
The wrongdoers, and they 

Lay prostrate in their homes 
Before the morning — 


As if they had never 
Dwelt and flourished there. 
Ah! Behold! For the Thamiid 
) their Lord and Cherisher! 
Ah! Behold! Removed 
(From sight) were the Thamud!!** 
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1560. Salih does not merely take up a negative attitude, he puts forward the she-came! as a Symbol; xe 
n. 1044 to 8:75. “Give up your selfish monopoly. Make Allah's gifts on this free carth available to all. Give 
the poor their rights, including grazing rights on common lands. Show your penitence and your new attitude 
by leaving this she-came! to:grare freely. She is a Symbol, and therefore sacred to you.” But their only reply 
was to defy the appeal and hamstring the camel, And so they went the way of all sinners—to total perdition. 


1561. Just three days’ time for further thought and repentance! But they paid no heed. A terrible earthquake 
came by night, preceded by a mighty rumbling blast (probably volcanic), such as is well-known in earthquake 
prone areas. It came by night and buried them in their own fortress homes, which they thought such place 
of security! The morning found them lying on their faces hidden from the light. How the mighty were brought low! 


1563. Cf. 7:78 and n. 1047—also n. 1561 above, 


1564. Cf 11:60 above, and 11:94-95. 


1562. Cf 11:58 above and n. 1554. For Aziz, see n. 2818 to 21:40. 


Sirah ll: Hud 529 sais eave 


C. 107.— When the angels, on a mission to Sodom 
(11:69-95.) And Gomorrah, Cities of the Plain, 
Passed by Abraham, he entertained them 
And received from them the Good News 
~ Of the line of Prophets to spring from his loins. 

He tried, in his goodness of heart, to intercede 
For the wicked Cities, but they were steeped 
In Sin and past all hope of repentance. 
Lit preached to them, but they flouted him 
And went to their fate, as also did Midian. 
The People of Shu'ayb destroyed their commerce 
By fraudulent dealings and love of brute force. 
Marvellous are Allah's Mercies, and strange 
Are the ways of ungrateful man! 


SECTION 7. 
69. Where came Our Messengers Cutie Rr anv )y 
T Abraham with glad tidings. oe Jers © 
They said, “Peace!” He answered, ; Y g Waa +} = i s Any 9 
“Peace!” and hastened Se sete Whos, L 
To entertain them .. PDAS! BP SIF - 4 59¢ 
With a roasted calf!5* A> Jor ole eds 
70. But when he saw ae ‘sf <n Hee 
Their hands went not BSA : lle) Us ' 
Towards the (meal), he felt > 4 
Some mistrust of them, He Be ~ etal See 
And conceived a fear of Fas 0 5 4 


them, 565A TAPE TE Pe 
They said: “Fear not: uae Fc 





1565. According to the sequence of Siirah 7; the next reference should be to the story of Lat, and that 
story commences at 11:77 below, but it is introduced by a brief reference to an episode in the life of his uncle 
Abraham, from whose seed sprang the peoples to whom Moses, Jesus, and Muhammada! Mustafa Were sent 
with the major Revelations. Abraham had by this time passed through the fire of persecutions in the 
Mesopotamian valleys; he had left behind him the ancestral idolatry of Ur of the Chaldees; he had been tried 
and he had triumphed over the persecution of Nimrid: he had now taken up his residence in Canaan, from 
which his nephew Lot (Lit) was called to preach to the wicked Cities of the Plain east of the Dead Sea which 
igitself called Bahr Lot. Thus prepared and sanctified, he was now ready to receive the Message that he was 
chosen to be the progenitor of a great line of Prophets, and the Message is now referred to, (see also 29;31-55). 

Can we localise Nimriid? If local tradition in place-names can be relied upon, this king must have ruled 
over the tract which includes the modern Nimriid, on the Tigris, about twenty miles south of Mosul. This 
is the site of Assyrian ruins of great interest, but the rise of Assyria as an Empire was of course much later 
than the time of Abraham. The Assyrian city was called Kalakb (or Calah), and archaeologica! excavations 
carried out there haye yielded valuable results, which are however irrelevant for our Commentary. 


1565-A. Abraham received the strangers with a salutation of Peace, and immediately placed before them 
asumptuous meal of roasted calf, The strangers were embarrassed. They were angels and did not eat, If hospitality 
is refused, it means that those who refuse it meditate no good to the would-be host. Abraham therefore had 
a feeling of mistrust and fear in his mind, which the strangers at once set at rest by saying that their mission 
was in the first place to help Lit as a-warner co the Cities of the Plain, But in the second place they had 
good news for Abraham: he was to be the father of great peoples! (Cf 51:24-28). (R). 
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1566, The people of Lut means the people to whom Lit was sent on his mission of warning, the people 
of the wicked Cities of the Plain, Sodom and Gomorrah. 


1567. The narrative is very concise, and most of the details are taken for granted, We may suppose that 
the angels gave the news first to Abraham, who was already, according to Gen. 21:5, a hundred years of age, 
and his wife Sarah was not far short of ninety (Gen. 17:7). She was probably screened. She could hardly believe 
the news. In her scepticism (some say in her joy) she laughed. Bur the news was formally communicated to 
her that she was to be the mother of Isaac, and through Isaac, the grandmother of Jacob. Jacob was to. be 
a fruitful tree, with his twelve sons, But, hitherto, Abraham had had no son by her, and Sarah was past the 
age of childbearing. “How could it be?” she thought. (R). 


1568, This is as much a sigh of past regrets as of future wistfulness! 


1569. Ahl al bayt = people of the house, a polite form of addressing the wife and members of the family. 
Blessings are invoked on the whole family. 


1570. This little episode of Abraham's life comes in fitly as one of the illustrations of Allah's wonderful 
providence in His dealings with man. Abraham had had a tussle with his father on behalf of Trath and Unity 
(6:74); he had travelled to far countries, and was now ready to receive his great mission as the fountainhead 
of prophets in his old age. Humanly speaking it seemed impossible that he should have a son at his age, and 
yet it came to pass and became a cornerstone of sacred history. 


1571. .Glad-tidings; not only that he was to have a son, but that he was to be a fountainhead of propheu 
So he now begins to plead at once for the sinful people to whom Lit was sent as a warner, 
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1572. Like al Mustafa, Abraham had three qualities in a pre-eminent degree; which are here mentioned:+ 
(1) he was long-suffering with other people's faults; (2) his sympathies and compassion. were very wide; and 
(§) for every difficulty or trouble he turned to Allah and sought Him in prayer, 


1573. This.is a sort of prophetic apostrophe, ‘All your care and sympathy are useless, O Abraham! All 
your warning, O Lit, will be unheeded! Alas! they are so deep in sin that nothing will reclaim them!’ This 
is illustrated in verse 79 below. And now. we proceed to Lit and how he was dealt with by the wicked. | 


1574. The story of Lot, as referred to in 7;80-84, laid emphasis on the rejection of Lot's mission by men 
who practised unnatural abominations. See n. 1049 to 7:80, Here the emphasis is/laid on Allah's dealings with 
men —in mercy for true spiritual service and in righteous wrath and punishment for those who defy the laws 
of nature established by Him; also, on men’s dealings with each other and the contrast between the righteous 
and the wicked who respect no laws human or divine. 


1575. The Biblical narrative suggests that the daughters were married and their husbands were close by 
(Gen. 19:14) and that these same daughters afterwards committed incest with their father and had children 
by him (Gen. 19:31). The Holy Qur'an nowhere suggests such abominations, Some Commentators suggest that 
"my daughters” in the mouth of a venerable man like Lit, the father of his people, may mean any young 
girls of those Towns. ‘My son" (waladz ) is still a common mode of address in Arabic-speaking countries when 
an elderly man addresses a young man. 
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1576. Lt seemed helpless in the situation in which he found himself—alone against 2 rabble of people 
inflamed with evil passions. He wished he had had the strength to suppress them himself or had had some 
powerful support to lean on! But the powerful support was there, though he had not realised it till then, It 
was the support of Allah. His guests were not ordinary men, but Angels who had come to test the people 
before they inflicted the punishment. They now declared themselves, and gave him directions to get away before 
the morning, when the punishment would descend on the doomed Cities of the Plain: 


82. When Our decree issued, 
We turned (the cities) 
Upside down, and rained down 
On them brimstones'*”* 
Hard as baked clay,'*”* 
Spread, layer on layer— 





1577. Even in Lot's household was one who detracted from the harmony of the family. She was disobedient 
to her husband) and he was here obeying Allah's Command. She looked back and shared the fate of the wicked 
inhabitants of the Cities of the Plain: see also 66:10. heb patl earns narrative suggests that she was turned into 
a pillar of sale (Gen. 19:26). 


1578. Cf 7:84 and n. 1052, and 51:55-34. 


1579) Sujit, a Persian word Arabicised, from Sang-o-gil, or Sang-1-gil, stone and clay, or hard as baked 
clay, according to the Qimls. Sodom and Gomorrah were in a tract of hard, caky, sulphurous soil, to which 
this description well applies, Cf 51:53, where the words are “stones of clay” (Aijarah mim tin) in connection 
with the same incident. On the other hand, in 105:4, the word sijjil is used for pellets of hard-baked clay 
in connection with Abraha and the Companions of the Elephant. 
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Nor are they'*® ever far 

From those who do wrong! 


SECTION 8. 


84. To the Madyan people’** 
(We sent) Shu‘ayb, one 
Of their own brethren: he said: 
“O my people! worship Allah: 
Ye have no other god 
But Him. And give not 
Short measure or weight: 
I see you in prosperity}** 
But I fear for you 
The Penalty of a Day 
That will compass (you) all round. 
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Nor withhold from the people 
The things that are their due:'*™ 
Commit not evil in the land 
With intent to do mischief. 
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1580. If we take the words literally, they would mean that the showers of brimstones were marked with 
the destiny of the wicked as decreed by Allah, But would it not be better to take them figuratively, to mean 
that the shower of brimstones was especially appointed in Allah's Decree or Plan to mark the punishment 
for the crimes of Sodom and Gomorrah? 


1581. They: Arabic, Atya: some Commentators take the pronoun to refer to the wicked cities so destroyed: 
the meaning then would be: those wicked cities were not so different from other cities that do wrong, for 
they would all suffer similar punishment! Perhaps it would be better to refer “they” to the stones of punishment 
by a metonymy for “punishment”; ‘punishment would not be far from any people that did wrong, 


1582. Cf 7:85-93. The location of Madyan is explained in n. 1055 to 7:85 and the chronological place 
of Shu'ayb in n. 1064 to 7:98. The point of the reference here is different from that in S, 7. Here the emphasis 
is on Allah's dealings with men and men's crooked and obstinate ways: there the emphasis was rather on their 
treatment of their Prophet, thus throwing light on some of the sins of the Makkans in later times, 


1583. The Midianites were a commercial people,.and their besetting sin was commercial selfishness and 
fraudulent dealings in weights and measures. Their Prophet tells them that that is the surest way to cut short 
their “prosperity”, both in the material and the spiritual sense. When the Day of Judgement comes, it will 
search out their dealings through and through; “it will compass them all round, and they will not be able 
to escape then, however much they may conceal their frauds in this world, 


1584. Both Plato and Aristotle define justice as the virtue which gives everyone his due: From this point 
of view Justice becomes the master virtue, and includes most other virtues, It was the lack of this that ruined 
the Midianites. Their selfishness was “intent on mischief," #.¢.; spoiling other people's business by not giving 
them their just dues. 
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1585. Allah's Law does not require that a man should deprive himself of the things that are necessary 
for his own well-being and development. If he follows Allah's Law, what is left him after he renders to othen 
their just dues will be not only enough, but will be the best possible provision for his own physical and spiritual 
growth. Even the kindness and consideration which Allah's Law inculcates are in the best interests of the man’ 
own soul. But of course the kindness and consideration must be spontaneous. It must flow from the mans 
own will, and cannot be forced on him by the Teachers who come from Allah to show him the way. 


1586. It is the say of selfish and material minded people (1) to scoff at spiritual things like prayer and 
worship and (2) to hug their own property rights as if there were not other rights even greater than those 


of property! 


1587. They grow sarcastic against Shu‘ayb. In effect they say: “You are a fine man! You teach us that 
we must be kind and forbearing with other people's faults, and now get at what you call our sins! You think 
you are the only right-minded man|" 


1588. Shu‘ayb’s answer is gentle and persuasive. First, he would ask them not to fly into a passion but 
satisfy themselves that he had a mission from Allah, and was working in the discharge of his mission: he wa 
not merely finding fault with them. Secondly, though he was a poor man, he asked them to note that he was 
happy and comfortable: Allah had given him good sustenance, material and spiritual, as from Himself, though 
he did not resort to the sort of tricks which they considered necessary for their prosperity. ‘Thirdly, if he forbade 
them anything he wished to apply the same standards to himself. Fourthly, all the advice which he is giving 
them is for theirown good, which he desires to advance to the utmost of his powers, Fifthly, he is humble 
for himself; he would not set himself up to be their teacher or guide, or expect to be obeyed; the success of 
any of his efforts on their behalf must come from Allah's grace; will they not therefore turn to Allah, so that 
Allah's grace can heal them? 


| 
| 
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1589. Finally, Shu'ayb appeals to them as man to man. “Because | differ from you, do not think I do 
not love you or feel for you. Let it not drive you into obstinacy and sin. I see things that you do not. My 
visiort takes in the fate of previous generations who sinned, and perished on account of their sins. Turn therefore 
to Allah in repentance.” 


1590. The generation of Lit was not far off from the generation of Shu'ayb chronologically, if Shu'ayb 
was only in the fourth generation from Abraham (see n..1064 to 7:93). Nor was its habitat geographically 
far from that of Shu'ayb, as the Midianites wandered about from the Sinai Peninsula to the Jordan valley 
(see n. 1053 to 7:85). 


1591. Spiritual things are easy to understand if we bring the right mind to them. Bur those who are 
contemptuous of them deliberately shut their eyes to Allah's Signs, and then pretend in their superior arrogance 
that they are ‘quite beyond them’! 


1592. What they do understand is brute strength. They practically say: Don't you see that we have all 
the power and influence, and you, Shu'ayb, are only a poor Teacher? We could stone you or imprison you 
or do what we like with you! Thank us for our kindness that we spare you— Ries the sake of your family. It 
is more than you yourself deserve!” 
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93.. “And O my people 

Do whatever ye can: 
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Is a liar! 
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C. 108.— How the arrogant Pharaoh misled his people 


(11:96-123.) In resisting Allah's Message through Moses! 
Thus did they ruin themselves! It was they 
Who wronged themselves: for Allah is ever kind 
1595, Of.8:47, 


1594. Cf. 6:155 and n. 957, and 11:12. 

1595. Lf the wicked will. continue to blaspheme and mock, what can the godly say but this?—'Watch and 
wait! Allah's Plan works without fail! I have faith, and I too will watch with you for its fulfilment.” C/. 10:102, 
and n. 1484. 

1596... Cf 11:66 and 11:58, n, 1554. 


1597, Cf 11:67-68. The blast was probably the tremendous noise which accompanies volcanic eruptions 


wee ras , 
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And His punishments are just. All men 
Will be brought to His Judgement Seat, and the good 
Will be rewarded with bliss, as the evil 
Will be consigned to misery, Eschew evil; 
Stand firm in righteousness; be not immersed 
In the lusts of this world. Learn from the stories 
Of the past, and seek the Lord’s Mercy: 
Trust Him and serve and praise Him forever! 


SECTION 9. 
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97. Unto Pharaoh and his Chiefs: 
But they followed the 
command!*** 
Of Pharaoh, and the command 
Of Pharaoh was no right (guide). 
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1598. The story of Moses and Pharaoh is referred to in many places in the Qur'fin, each in connection 
with some special point to be illustrated. Here the point is that Allah's dealings with man are in all things 
and at all times just. But man falls under false leadership by deliberate choice and perishes along with his 
false leaders accordingly. In exercise of the intelligence and choice given him, man should be particularly 
careful to undermand his own responsibilities and to profit from Allah's Signs, so as to attain to Allah's Mercy 
and blessings. 


1599. Pharaoh is the type of the arrogant, selfish, and false leader, who poses as a power in rivalry with 
that of Allah. Such an attitude seems to attract unregenerate humanity, which falls a willing victim, in spite 
of the teaching and warning given by the Prophets of Allah and the many moral and spiritual forces that 
beckon man towards Allah's Grace. 


1600. Awrada = to lead, as cattle, down to their watering place. The metaphor is apt. The true herdsman 
is trusted by his normal flock, and he leads them in the heat of the day down to pleasant and cool watering 
places in order that they may slake their thirst and be happy. The false leader does the opposite: he takes 
them down to the fire of eternal misery! And yet-men sin against their own intelligence, and follow the false 
leader like cattle without intelligence! 
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100. Ohese are some of the stories 
Of communities which We 
Relate unto thee: of them 
Some are standing}** and some 
Have been mown down 
(By the sickle of time) ,'** 




















101. It was not We that wronged them: 
They wronged their own souls: 
The deities, other than Allah, 
Whom they invoked, profited them 
No whit when there issued 
The decree of thy Lord:'* 
Nor did they add aught 
(To their lot) but perdition! 
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102. Such is the chastisement 
Of thy Lord when He chastises 
Communities in the midst of 
Their wrong: grievous, indeed, 
And severe is His chastisement. 
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103. In that is a Sign 
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But for a term appointed. 
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1601, Some are standing; like corn, which is ready to be reaped. Among the communities which remained 
was, and is, Egypt, although the Pharaoh and his wicked people have been swept away. The simile of standing 
corn also suggests that at no time can any town or community expect permanency, except in the Law of the Lord. 


1602. Nations grow and ripen and are mown down. If they disobeyed Allah, their end is evil; if they 
were true and godly, their harvest was good. 


1603. All false and fleeting shadows must vanish before the reality and permanence of the decree of Allah. 
If we worshipped the false, we earned nothing but perdition. 


1604. Yawm mashhiid: To suggest the comprehensive meaning of the Arabic I have translated, “a Day 
of Testimony". | proceed to explain the various shades of meaning implied: (1) a Day'to which all testimony 
points from every quarter; (2) a Day when testimony will be given before Allah's Judgement Seat, by all who 
are relevant witnesses, ¢.g., the Prophets that preached, the men or women we benefited orinjured, the angels 
who recorded our thoughts and deeds, or our thoughts and deeds personified; (3)\a Day whicly will be witnessed, 
i.e, seen by all, no matter how or where they died. 
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1605. Speak: e., either in self-defence or in accusation of others or to intercede for others, or to enter 
into conversation or ask questions, one with another. It will be a solemn Day, before the Great Judge of all, 
to whom everything will be known and whose authority will be unquestioned. There will be no room for quibbling 
or equivocation or subterfuge of any kind, nor can anyone lay the blame on another or take the pee | 
of another. Personal responsibility will be enforced strictly. 


1606. Shagi (wretched) and Said (blessed) have become almost technical theological terms. They are 
explained in the four following verses. 


1607. The first word, Zafir, translated “sighs”. is applied to one part in the process of the braying of an 
ass, when he emits a deep breath (Cf 25:12). The second, Shahiq, translated “sobs”, is the other process in 
the braying of an ass, when he draws in a long breath. This suggestion of an anima! proverbial for his folly 
implies that the wicked, in spite of their arrogance and insolence in this world below, will at last realise that 
they have been fools after all, throwing away their own chances whenever they got them. In 67:7 the word 
Shahig is applied to the tremendous roaring intake or devouring of Hell-fire. 


1608. Khalidin: This is the word which is usually translated “dwell forever” or “dwell for aye’, Here it 
is definitely connected with two conditions, viz: (1) as long as the heavens and the earth endure, and (2) except 
as Allah wills. Some Muslim theologians deduce from this the conclusion that the penalties referred to are 
not eternal, because the heavens and the earth as we see them are not eternal, and the punishments for the 
deeds of a life that will end should not be such as will never end. The majority of Muslim theologians reject 
this view. They hold that the heavens and the earth here referred to are not those we see now, but others 
that will be eternal. They agree that Allah's Will is unlimited in scope and power, but that it has willed that 
the rewards and punishments of the Day of Judgement will be eternal. This is not the place to enter into this 
tremendous controversy. 


1609. Exactly the same arguments apply as in the last note. 
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1610. The felicity will be uninterrrupted, unlike any joy or happiness which we can imagine in this life 
and which is subject to chances and changes, as our daily experience shows. 


1611. Their worship is not based on any spiritual attitude of mind. They merely follow the ways of their 
fathers 7 

1612. Allah will take fully into account all their motives in such mummery as they call worship, and they 
will have their full spiritual consequences in the future. 


1613. Cf 10:19: Previous revelations are not to be denied or dishonoured because those who nominally 
go by them have corrupted and deprived them of spiritual value by their vain controversies and disputes. It 
was possible to settle such disputes under the flag, as it were, of the old Revelations, but Allah's Plan was 
to-revive and rejuvenate His Message through Islam, smongs s iewetend younger/peopley unhampered by 
the burden of age-old prejudices. 


1614. Cf 11:62. There is always in human affairs the conflict between the old and the new -the worn 
out system of our ancestors, and the fresh living spring of Allah's inspiration fitting in with new times and 
new surroundings. The advocates of the former look upon this latter not only with intellectual doubt but with 
moral suspicion, as did the People of the Book upon Islam, with its fresh outlook and vigorous realistic way 
of looking at things. 


1615. Cf 11:109 above, with which the argument is now connected by recalling the characteristic word 
(“pay back”) and leading to the exhortation (in the verses following) to stand firm in the right path freshly revealed. 
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Thou and those who with thee 
Turn (unto Allah); and transgress 
not 
(From the Path); for He seeth 
Well all that ye do. 
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113. And incline not to those 
Who do wrong, or the Fire 
Will seize you; and ye have 
No protectors other than Allah, 
Nor shall ye be helped. 
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1616. The two ends of the dey: Morning and afternoon. The morning prayer is the Fayr, after the light 
is up but before sunrise: we thus get up early and begin the day with the remembrance of Allah and of our 
duty to Him. The early afternoon prayer, ZuAr, is immediately after noon; we are in the midst of our daily 
life, and again we remember Allah. (R). 


1617. Approaches of the night: Zulafun, plural of Zulfatun, an approach, something near at hand. As 
Arabic has, like Greek, a dual number distinct from the plural, and the plural number is used here, and 
not the dwal, it is reasonable to argue that at least three “approaches of the aight” are meant, The late afternoon 
prayer, ‘dsr, can be one of these three, and the evening prayer, MagArid, just after sunset, can be the second. 
The carly night prayer, Jsh@’ at supper time when the glow of sunset is disappearing, would be the third 
of the “approaches of the night”, when we commit ourselves to Allah before sleep. These are the five canonical 
prayers of Islam, (Cf n_ 352}). 


1618. Those things that are good: in this context the words refer primarily to prayers and sacred thoughts, 
but they include all good thoughts. good words, and good deeds. It is by them that we keep away everything 
that is evil, whether referring to the past, the present, or the future. 
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1619. Bagtyah: some virtue or faculty that stands assault and is lasting; balanced good sense that 
stands firm to virtue and js not dazzled by the lusts and pleasures of this world, and is not deterred 
by fear from boldly condemning wrong if it was fashionable or customary. It is leaders possessed of 
such character that can save a nation from disaster or perdition. The scarcity of such leaders — and 
the rejection of the few who stood out— brought ruin among the nations whose example has already 
been set. out to us as a warning. 

In. 11-86 the word has a more literal meaning. 


1620. The exceptional men of firm virtue would have been destroyed by the wicked to whom they 
were an offence, had they not been saved by the Grace and Mercy of Allah. Or perhaps, but for such 
grace, they might themselves have succumbed to the evil around them, or been overwhelmed in the 
general calamity. 


1621, There are different shades of interpretation for this verse, I follow Baydawi in construing 
zulmnin here as “a single wrong”. He thinks that the wrong referred to is shirk, or polytheism; Allah will not 
destroy for mere wrong belief if the conduct is right. | am inclined to interpret it in more general terms, Allah 
is Long-Suffering and Oft-Forgiving> He is too Merciful to destroy for a single wrong, if there is any hope 
of reclaiming the wrongdoers to repentance and amendment or right life. An alternative interpretation is: 
“to destroy communities unjustly.” . . 


1622. Cf. 10:19. All mankind might have been one. But in Allah's Plan man was (o have a certain measure 
of free will, and this made differences inevitable. This would not have mattered if all had honestly sought 
Allah. But selfishness and moral wrong came in, and people's disputations became mixed up with hatred, 
jealousy, and sin, except in the case of those who accepted Allah's grace, which saved them. The object of 
their creation was to raise them up spiritually by Allah's grace. But if they will choose the path of evil and 
fall into sin, Allah's decree must be fulfilled, and His justice will take its course. In the course of that justice 
Hell will be filled with men and spirits, such is the number of those who go astray. 
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That ye do. 





1628. Cf 7:18 and 7-179. If Satan and his evil spirits tempt men from the path of rectitude, the responsibility 
of the tempted, who choose the path of evil, is no less than that of the tempters, and they will both be involved 
in punishment together (see also 32:15), 


1624. The stories of the Prophets in the Qur'in are not mere narratives or histories: they involve three 
things: (1) they teach the highest spiritual Truth; (2) they give advice, direction, and warning, as to how we 
thould govern our lives, and (5) they awaken our conscience and recall to us the working of Allah's Law in 
human affairs. The story of Joseph in the next Sirah is an illustration in point, 


1624-A. Cf 11:93 and 6:155, n. 957. The worst that you can do will not defeat Allah's plan; and as for 
us who believe, our obvious duty is to do our part as taught to us by Allah's revelation (see also 59:59). 


1625. Cf, 1:93, n, 1595, and 10;102, mn, 1484. If the wicked only wait, they will see how Allah's Plan 
unfolds itself, As for those who believe. they are glad to wait in perfect confidence, because they know that 
Allah is good and merciful, as well as just and true. 


1626. Cf 2-210. There is nothing, secret or open. in our world or in Creation, which does not depend 
ultimately on Allah's Will and Plan. Every affair goes back to Him for decision. Therefore we must worship 
Him and trust Him. Worship implies many things: e.g.. (1) trying to understand His nature and His Will, 
(2) realising His goodness and glory, and His working in us; as a means to this end, ($) keeping Him in constant 
femembrance and celebrating His praise, to whom all praise is due; and (4) completely identifying our will 
with His, which means obedience to His Law, and service to Him and His creatures in all sincerity (ser also n. 172). 
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INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 12—YUSUF 


For the chronological place of this Sirah and the general argument of Surahs 10 to 15, 
see Introduction to Sirah 10. 


In subject matter this Sirah is entirely taken up with the story (recapitulated rather than 
told) of Joseph, the youngest (but one) of the twelve sons of the patriarch Jacob. The story is called 
the most beautiful of stories (12:5) for many reasons: (1) it is the most detailed of any in the Qur'an; 
(2) it is full of human vicissitudes, and has therefore deservedly appealed to men and women of 
al} classes; (3) it paints in vivid colours, with their spiritual implications, the most varied aspects 
of life—the patriarch’s old age and the confidence between him and his little best-beloved son. 
the elder brothers’ jealousy of this little son, their plot and their father’s grief, the sale of the 
father's darling into slavery for a miserable little price, carnal love contrasted with purity and 
chastity, false charges, prison, the interpretation of dreams, low life and high life, Innocence raised 
to honour, the sweet “revenge” of Forgiveness and Benevolence, high matters of state and 
administration, humility in exaltation, filial love, and the beauty of Piety and Truth. 


‘The story is similar to but not identical with the Biblical story (Gen. 37-50); but the atmosphere 
is wholly different: The Biblical story is like a folktale in which morality has no place. Its tendency 
is to exalt the clever and financially-minded Jew against the Egyptian, and to explain certain ethnic 
and tribal peculiarities in later Jewish history. Joseph is shown as buying up all the cattle and 
the land of the poor Egyptians for the State under the stress of famine conditions, and making 
the Israelites “rulers” over Pharoah’s cattle. The Quranic story, on the other hand, is less a narrative 
than a highly spiritual sermon or allegory explaining the seeming contradictions in life, the enduring 
nature of virtue in a world full of flux and change, and the marvellous working of Allah's eternal 
purpose in His Plan as unfolded to us on the wide canvas of history. This aspect of the matter 
has been a favourite with Muslim poets and Sifi exegetists. (R). - 


Summary -— Life isa dream and a vision, to be explained by stories and parables, as in 
the perspicuous Qur‘anic Text. The truth, which Joseph the Prophet of Allah saw in his vision, 
was unpalatable to his ten half-brothers, who plotted against him and sold him into slavery to 
a merchant for a few picces of silver, (12:1-20, and C. 109). 


¢ 


_ ., Joseph was taken by the merchant into Egypt, was bought by a great Egyptian court dignitary 
(‘Asia), who adopted him. The dignitary's wife sought, but in vain, to attract Joseph to the delights 
of earthly love. His resistance brought him disgrace and imprisonment, but he taught the truth even 
in prison and was known for his kindness, One of his fellow prisoners, to whom he had interpreted 
a dream, was released and received into favour as the King's cupbearer. (12:21-42, and C. 110) 


The King had a vision, which Joseph (through the cupbearer) got an opportunity to explain. 
Joseph insisted that all the scandal that had been raised about him should be publicly cleared. He 
was received into favour, and was appointed wad by the King. His half-brothers (driven by famine) 
came to Egypt and were treated kindly by Joseph without their knowing his identity. He asks them 
to bring his full brother, the youngest son, Benjamin. (12;43-68, and C. 111), 


Joseph detains Benjamin and by a stratagem convicts his half-brothers of their hatred and crime 
against himself, forgives them, and sends them to bring Jacob and the whole family from Canaan to 
Egypt. (12:69-98, and C. 112). 
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Israel (Jacob) comes, is comforted, and settles in Egypt. The name of Allah is glorified. 
The truth of Allah endures forever, and Allah's purpose is fully revealed in the Hereafter, (12:94-111, 
and C, 113).* 


C. 109. Life and Wisdom are explained by Signs, 

(12:1-20,) Symbols, Parables, and moving Stories, 
In the Holy Qur'an. A beautiful story 
Is that of Joseph, the best-beloved son 
Of Jacob. His future greatness 
Was prefigured in a vision, but his brothers 
Were filled with envy and hate: they plotted 
To get rid of him and threw him down 
Into a well. Some merchants found him, 
Bound for Egypt. They sold him 
Into slavery for a few silver coins— 
Him, the noblest man of his age, 
Marked out by Allah for a destiny 
Of greatness, righteousness, and benevolence. 





* It is to be noted that the author has in his notes on the Quranic version of the story of Joseph added many 
details which are drawn from unauthentic sources including popular fiction and poetry. [Eds.]. 


Strah 12. 
Yusuf (Joseph) Gait  eibl 
In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, DF 5S ‘5 





Most Merciful. 


gi sot These are Ce ce tes cre 
he Symbols'*** (or Verses) nallsswics me SIO 


Of the Perspicuous Book.:*?* 


2. We have sent it down oe? 
As an Arabic Qur’an/*° Eels bs pili, © 
In order that ye may bot 454 
Learn wisdom. Zk old 

3. We do relate unto thee Pe ora t siete a? 38 
The most beautiful of stories**! lo Lie ai = © 
In that We reveal to thee < Ce Ar 
This (portion of the) Qur'an: ul aia DES. Sie 
Before this, thou too Be pall the ¥ 4 
Wast among those EAVES EAD SO 
Who knew it not. 

4. fiehold, Joseph said tate We aN Ae Teed 6 
z his father: “O my father!'**? bY le od 5 ’ 
I did see eleven stars erate 7 0% Va Ae 
And the sun and the moon: MN NCS Se 





1627. For the meaning of these mystic letters, see Introduction to S. 10, 


1628. Ayal: Signs, Symbols, verses of the Qur'in. The Symbolic meaning is particularly appropriate here, 
as the whole of Joseph's story is a Sign or a Miracle —a working exposition of the Plan and Purpose of Allah. 


1629. Cf 5:15, n, 716. The predominant meaning of Mubm here is: one that explains or makes things clear, 


1630. Qur@n means: something (1) to be read, or (2) recited, or (3) proclaimed. It may apply to a verse, 
or a Sirah, or to the whole Book of Revelation (Cf 16:105 and 41:44). 


1651. Most beautsful of stories: see Introduction to this Sirah. Eloquence consists in conveying by a word 
or hint many meanings for those who can understand and wish to learn wisdom. Not only is Joseph's story 
“beautiful” in that sense; Joseph himself was renowned for manly beauty: the women of Egypt, called him 
a noble angel (12:31), and the beauty of his exterior form was a symbol of the beauty of his soul. 


1652. For the Parable all that is necessary to know about Joseph is that he was one of the Chosen Ones 
of Allah. For the story it is necessary to set down a few more details. His father was Jacob, also called Israel 
the son of Isaac, the younger son of Abraham, (the elder son having been Ism3il, whose story is told in 2:124-129). 
Abraham may be called the Father of the line of Semitic prophecy. Jacob had four wives. From three of them 
he had ten sons. In his old age he had from Rachel (Arabic RG@Atl), a very beautiful woman, two sons Joseph 
and Benjamin (the youngest), At the time this story begins we may suppose that Joseph was about seventeen 
years of age. The place where Jacob and his family and his flocks were located was in Canaan, and is shown 
by tradition near modern N&biiis (ancient Shechem), some thirty miles north of Jerusalem, The traditional 
site of the well into which Joseph was thrown by his brothers is still shown in the neighbourhood. 
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I saw them prostrate themselves A he BGC 
To me!" See Sel 
5. Said (the father): Aes Se s 

“My (dear) little son! Shou jay Gob 0) 
Relate not thy vision 

To thy brothers, lest they CS MASS ass yeas 
Concoct a plot against thee:'** Py he A ge a 
For Satan is to man nye Web NN5) 


An avowed enemy!'**> 


6. “Thus will thy Lord 7 AEA 5 GP 


Choose thee and teach thee 


The interpretation of stories'®*® % te oe Boe aes | 

(and events) esis HS 
And perfect His favour inghn alot brid ypbind 20b- 
To thee and to the posterity aan spins Slafey ale $ hei CIN Accent xs 9 


Of Jacob —even as He 


Perfected it.to thy fathers ye gg caren 


Abraham and Isaac aforetime! 


For thy Lord is full of knowledge BORIS 
And wisdom.”''®7 ESSE MO 


SECTION 2. 
= 3 : Aer ark O} 
7. Berily in Joseph and his brethren ex rs wey") 3o 
Are Signs (or Symbols) » or 
For Seekers (after Truth) !*** ens 


“<> 





1633. Joseph was a mere lad, of seventeen. But he was true and frank and righteous; he was a type of 
manly beauty and rectitude. His father loved him dearly, His half-brothers were jealous of him and hated 
him, His,destiny was prefigured in the vision. He was to be exalted in rank above his eleven brothers (stars) 
and his father and mother (sun and moon), but as the subsequent story shows, he never lost his head, but 
always honoured his parents and repaid his brothers’ craft and hatred with forgiveness and kindness, 


1634. The young lad Ydsuf was innocent and did not even know of his brothers’ guile and hatred, but 
the father knew and warned him. 


1635. The story is brought up at once to its spiritual bearing. These wicked brothers were puppets in 
the hands of Evil. They allowed their manhood to be subjugated by Evil, not remembering that Evil was the 
declared opposite or enemy of the truc nature and instincts of manhood. 


1636. If Joseph was to be of the elect, he must understand and intepret Signs and events aright. The 
imagination of the pure sees truths, which those not so endowed cannot understand. The dreams of the righteous 
prefigure great events, while the dreams of the futile are mere idle futilities. Even things that happen to us 
are often like dreams. The righteous man receives disasters and reverses, not with blasphemies against Allah, 
but with humble devotion, seeking to ascertain His Will. Nor does he receive good fortune with arrogance, 
but as an opportunity for doing good, to friends and foes alike. His attitude to histories and stories is the 
same: he seeks the edifying matérial which leads to Allah. 


1637, Whatever happens is the result of Allah’s Will and Plan. And He is good and wise, and He knows 
all things. Therefore we must trust Him. In Joseph's case he could look back to his fathers, and to Abraham, 
the True, the Righteous, who through all adversities kept his Faith pure and undefiled, and won through. 


/ 1688, In Joseph's story we have good and evil contrasted in so many different ways. Those in search of 
true spiritual knowledge can see it embodied in concrete events in this story of many facets, matching the 
colours of Joseph's many-coloured coat. 
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8. They said: “Truly Joseph PAG Aa As? 
And his brother are loved Pas sisG > © 
More by our father than we: $s Re oe 
But we are a goodly body!'*** teil at a t los 
Really our father is obviously rages 
Wandering (in his mind)! 4 Se 18S Sly, 
9. “Slay ye Joseph or cast him out - 
To some (unknown) land, RRA a» 2! EO: 
That so the favour ag ah 4g 
Of your father may be Liss KF ror vis SAY 
Given to you alone: 
(There will be time enough) Z, 57 ane 
For you to be righteous after terbnela oa2 hw 
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10. Said one of them: “Slay not me ¥ es y oF a tla ti 
Joseph, but if ye must Vor hsb Ii © 
Do something, throw him down Sera ei ist ae Ait 
To the bottom of. the well: pense Se So yhlls 
He will be picked up pt Kee or acne reat 
By some caravan of travellers,""**! Olas a Ole} 
ll. They said: “O our father! agleyy WG f “14 A 
Why dost thou not ee wl te © 
Trust us with Joseph— CA oe ag Bt 
Seeing we are indeed Y Alb) Cae pe 


His sincere well-wishers?" 





1689. The ten brothers envied and hated their innocent younger brothers, Joseph and Benjamin. Jacob 
had the wisdom to see that his young and innocent sons wanted protection and to perceive Joseph's spiritual 
greatness. But his wisdom, to them, was folly or madness or imbecility, because it touched their self-love. as 
truth often does, And they relied on the brute strength of numbers— the ten hefty brethren Rw old Jacob, 
the lad Joseph, and the boy Benjamin! 


1640, There seems to be some irony here, consistent with the cynical nature of these callous, worldly-wise 
brethren. The goodness of Joseph was a reproach to their own wickedness. Perhaps the grieved father contrasted 
Joseph against them, and sometimes spoke of it: “Why don't you be good like Joseph?” This was gall and wormwood 
to them. Real goodness was to them nothing but a name. Perhaps it only suggested hypocrisy to them. So 
they plotted to get rid of Joseph. In their mean hearts they thought that would bring back their father's love 
whole to them. But they valued that love only for what material good they could get out of it. On the other 
hand their father was neither foolish nor unjustly partial, He only knew the difference between gold and dross. 
They say in irony, “Let us first get rid of Joseph. It will be time enough then to pretend to be ‘good’ like him, 
or to repent of our crime after we have had all its benefits in material, things!" 


1641. One of the brethren, perhaps less cruel by nature, or perhaps more worldly-wise, said; “Why undertake 
the risk of blood -guiltiness? Throw him into the well you see there! Some travellers passing by will pick him 
up and remove him to a far country. If not, at least we shall not have killed him." This was false casuistry, 
but such casuistry appeals to sinners of a certain kind of temperament. The well was apparently a dry well, 
deep enough to prevent his coming out, but with no water in which he could be drowned. It was Allah's Plan 
to save him alive, but not to make Joseph indebted to any of his brethren for his life! 


1642. The plot -having been formed, the brethren proceed to put it into execution, Jacob, knowing the 
situation, did not ordinarily trust his beloved Joseph with the brethren, The latter therefore remonserate and 
feign brotherly affection. 
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12. “Send him with us tomorrow ae ate ane 
To enjoy himself and play, pope lined! 'O) 
And we shall take 5 Sarvgeee +2 savy 
Every care of him."!§* Oglaatos) .a) 5) sales 

13. (Jacob) said: “Really £ ysde Kine 
It saddens me that ye s) cad Jl i Grp 
Should take him away: . ee 
I fear lest the wolf 4 < 4 AF (7-4 % 

a 
Should devour him sid ieee 
While ye attend not'** AK Doe AR stint 
To him” Silas 236 31 Os 

14. They said: “If the wolf Peat ar 
Were to devour him C3 Waa EMG 'O} 
While we are (so large) a party, sates Si hs aa 
Then should we indeed Kf pe A bel ee ig 
(First) have perished ourselves!"!*+5 ete ! b , od 

15. So they did take him away, dot FAA Cae filly 
And they all agreed patel yey |ynes lls 
To throw him down DSF penalty of AES 
To the bottom of the well: Cdle ne ie » gat 6! 
And We put into his heart'**® eS ASOT AP 2 
(This Message): ‘Of a surety Piva esl| (easly 


Thou shalt (one day) 
Tell them the truth 





1648. They did nor expect their protestations to be believed. Bur they added an argument that might 
appeal both to Jacob and Joseph. ‘They were going to give their young brother a good time. Why not let him 
come out with them and play and enjoy himself to his heart's content?’ 


1644. Jacob did not know the precise plot; but he had strong misgivings. But how could he put off these 
brethren? If they were driven to open hostility, they would be certain to cause him harm: He must deal with 
the brethren wisely and cautiously. He pleaded that he was an old man, and would miss Joseph and be sad 
without him. And: after all, Joseph was not ofan age to play with them. They would be attending to their 
own affairs, and a wolf might come and attack and kill Joseph. In saying this he was really unwittingly giving 
a cue to the wicked ones, for they use that very excuse in verse 17 below. Thus the wicked plot thickens, but 
there is a counter-plan also, which is drawing a noose of lies round the wicked ones, so that they are eventually 
driven into a corner and have to confess their own guilt in verse 91 below, and through repentance obtain 


forgiveness. 


1645. Jacob's objections as stated could be easily rebutted, and the brethren did so. They would be eleven 
in the party, and the ten strong and grown-up men would have to perish before the wolf could touch the young 
lad Joseph! So they prevailed, as verbal arguments are apt to prevail, when events are weaving their web on 
quite another Plan, which has nothing to do with verbal arguments. Presumably Benjamin was too young 
to go with them. 


1646. Allah was wich Joseph in all his difficulties, sorrows, and sufferings, as He is with all His servants 
who put their trust in Him. The poor lad was betrayed by his brothers, and left, perhaps to die or to be sold 
into slavery. But his heart was undaunted. His courage never failed him, On the contrary he had an inkling, 
4 presentiment, of things that were to be —that his own rectitude and beauty of soul would land him on his 
feet, and perhaps some day, his brothers would stand in need of him, and he would be in a pos:tion to fulfil 
that need, and would do it gladly; putting them to shame for their present plotting and betrayal of him. 
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1647. This situation occurred when Joseph later on became the governor of Egypt and his brothers mood 
before him suing for his assistance although they did not know that he was their betrayed brother; see 12:89 
below; also 12:58. 


1648. The plotters were ready with their false tale for their father, but in order tw make it appear plausible, 
they came sometime after sundown, to show that they had made an effort to search for their brother and save him. 


1649. They wanted to make out that they were not negligent of Joseph. They were naturally having game 
and exercise, while the boy was left with their belongings It was the racing that prevented them from seeing 
the wolf. And Jacob's fears about the wolf (12:15 above) made them imagine that he would swallow the wolf 


story readily. 


1650. They were surprised that Jacob received the story about the wolf with cold incredulity. So they grew 
petulent, put on an air of injured innocence, and brought out the blood-stained garment described in the 
next verse. 


1651. Joseph wore a garment of many colours, which was a special garment peculiar to him. If the brethres 
could produce it bloodstained before their father, they thought he would be convinced that Joseph had bees 
killed by a wild beast. But the stain on the garment was a stain of “false blood’ not the blood of Joseph. 
but the blood of a goat which the brethren had killed expressly for this purpose. Their device, however, wa 
not quite convincing because, as sone Commentators have pointed out, ee 
inconceivable if a wolf had indeed devoured Joseph. (R). 


1652. Jacob saw that there had been some foul play, and he did not hesitate to say so. In effect he said: 
“Ah me! the tale you tell may be good enough for you, who invented it! But what about me. your aged father? 
What is there lefe in life for me now, with my beloved son gone? And yet what can I do but hold my hear 
in patience and implore Allah's assistance? I have faith, and I know that all that He does is for the ben!” 
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(Into the well). ..He said: 
“Ah there! Good news!"*** 
Here is a (fine) young man!” 
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20. They sold him PRC oF at yea 
For a miserable price — 22 UF el as ld 
For a few dirhams'®*’ counted out: Ay tite 4 Ser 
In such low estimation Ny asl plays 92 9Ane 


Did they hold him!!** 


C. 110.—Joseph was bought by a man high at Court 
(12:21-42,) In Egypt, who asked his wife Zulaykha!®5#A 
To treat him with honour, with a view 
‘To his adoption as a son. But. she burnt 
‘With a passion of earthly love for him. 


1653. Then comes the caravan of unknown travellers—Midianite or Arab mérchants travelling to Egypt 
with merchandise, such as the balm of Gilead in Transjordania. In accordance with custom the caravan was 
preceded by advance parties to search out water and pitch a camp near, They naturally went to the well and 
let down their bucket. 


1654. The water carrier is surprised and taken aback, when he finds a youth of comely appearance, innocent 
like an angel, with a face as bright as the sun! What is he to make of it? Anyhow, to see him is a delight! 
And he shouts it out as a piece of good news. Some Commentators think that “Bushra”, the Arabic word for 
“Good news", is a proper noun, the name of the companion to whom he shouted. 


1655. It was a caravan of merchants, and they think of everything in terms of the money to be made 
out of it! Here Was an unknown, unclaimed youth, of surpassing beauty, with apparently a mind as refined 
as was his external beauty, If he could be sold in the opulent slave markets of Memphis or whatever was the 
capital of the Hyksos Dynasty then ruling in Egypt (see Appendix IV following S. 7), what a price he would 
fetch! They had indeed lighted upon a treasure! And they wanted to conceal him lest he was another's slave 
and had run away from his master who might come and claim him! The circumstances were peculiar and 
the merchants were cautious. Bid@ah = stock in trade; capital; money; wealth; treasure (Cf 12:62). 


1656, To different minds the situation appeared different. Joseph must jhave felt keenly the edge of his 
brethren’s treason, His father Jacob was lost in the sorrow of the loss of his best-beloved son, The brethren 
were exulting in their plan of getting rid of one whom they hated. The merchants were gloating over their 
gains. But the horizon of all was limited, Allah knew their deeds and their feelings and motives, and He was 
working out His own Plan. Neither the best of us nor the worst of us know wither our Destiny is leading us—how 
tvil plots are defeated and goodness comes to its own in marvellous ways! 


1657, Derharn; from Greek, drachma, a small silver coin, which varied in weight and value at different 
times and in different States. (R). 


1658. And so the most precious of human lives in the age was sold into slavery for a few silver pieces! (R). 
1658-A. In popular tradition the wife of the Egyptian courtier’ is identified as Zulaykha. [Eds.}. 
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When Joseph refused to yield to her solicitations, 
There was trouble and scandal, and Joseph 

Had to go to prison. Here were shown 

His greatness, and kindness, and wisdom. 

The King’s cupbearer came in disgrace 

To prison. Joseph instructed him and others 

In the eternal Gospel of Unity. When released 
And restored to favour, the cupbearer 

Forgot Joseph —for a time —until 

It pleased Allah to put into, Joseph's hands 

The keys of the prosperity of Egypt and the world. 
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1659. Joseph is now clear of his jealous brethren in the land of Canaan. The merchants take him to Egypt 
In the city of Memphis (or whatever was the Egyptian capital then) he was exposed for sale by the merchants 
The merchants had not miscalculated, There was a ready market for him: his handsome presence, his winning 
ways, hig purity and innocence, his intelligence and integrity, combined with his courtesy and noble manlines, 
attracted all eyes to him, There was the keenest competition to purchase him, and in the highest Court circles 
Every competitor was outbid by a high court official, whois called in verse $0 below “the ‘Aziz” (the Exalted 
in rank). (R). 


1660. See last note. The 'Aziz's motive was perhaps worldly. Such a handsome, attractive, intelligent son 
would get him more honour, dignity, power and wealth. (R). 


1661. How unerringly Allah's plan works! To teach Joseph wisdom and power, he had to be tested and 
proved in righteousness, and advanced in Egypt, and the way prepared for Israel and his posterity to prociaim 
Allah's truth to the world and to make possible the subsequent missions of Moses and al Mustafa. (R). 


1662. AAadith might be stories, chings imagined or related, things that happened, in life or in true dreams 
To suppose that phenomenal events are the only reality is a mark of one-sided materialism, As Hamlet said 
to Horatio, “there are more things in heaven and earth, Horatio, than are dreamt of in your philosophy!’ 
External events have their own limited reality, but there are bigger realities behind them, and sometimes appear 
darkly in the visions of ordinary men, but more clearly in the visions of poets, seers, sages, and prophets. Joseph 
had to be trained in seeing the realities behind events and visions. He was hated by his brothers and sold 
by them into slavery: they were sending him into the land of Egypt, where he was to rule men, He loved his 
father dearly and was separated from him, and his mother had died early; but his affection was not blunted, 
but drawn to a keener edge when his benevolent work benefited millions in Egypt, and in the world. His own 
vision of stars, sun, and moon prostrating themselves before him, was no idle dream of a selfish fool, but the 
prefigurement of a power, which, used rightly, was to make his own honour an instrument of service to million 
he had not seen, through men and women whose own power and dignity were sanctified through him. He 
was to understand the hidden meaning of what seemed futilities, blunderings, snares, evil plottings, love gone 
wrong, and power used tyrannically. He was to interpret truth to those who would never have reached it otherwise 
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He saw the evidence'*** 


~< « 


A Sa say V3) 





1665, Cf; “There is a divinity that shapes our.ends, rough hew them as we will” Only, in Shakespeare, 
(Hamlet, V. 2), we have a vague and distant ideal, an irresolute striving, an unsuccessful atrempt at getting 
beyond “this too, too solid flesh"! In Joseph we have the Prophet of Allah, sure in faith, above all carnal motives, 
and advancing the destiny of mankind with a conscious purpose, as the scroll of knowledge, wisdom, and power, 
unfolds itself before him by the grace of Allah, All-Good and All- Powerful, 


"1664 rhc pSipl War Casitas! GAD pielg MOH enced Wh ieaioes & BRS WA sae 
was innocent and good. Through the vicissitudes of his fortune in Egypt, he grew in knowledge, judgement, 
- 1665. Muhsinin: those who do right, those who do good. Both ideas are implied. In following the right 
spades epllaa ese ye gs Shera Kat abt nae ay ie Eee te 

1666. The ‘Aziz had treated Joseph with honour: he was more his guest and son than his slave. In crying 
toseduce Joseph in these circumstances, his wife was guilty of a crime against Joseph's own honour and dignity. 
And there was a third fault in her earthly love. Truc love blots Self out: it thinks more of the loved one than 
of the Self. The ‘Aziz's wife was secking the satisfaction of her own selfish passion, and was in treason against 
Joseph's pure soul and his high destiny, It was inevitable that Joseph should repel the advances made by the 
wife of the courtier. (R). 


1667, Joseph's plea in rejecting her advances is threefold: ‘(1) | owe a duty, and so do you, to your husband, 
the ‘Aziz; (2) the kindness, courtesy, and honour, with which he has treated me entitled him to more than 
mere gratitude from me, (3) in any case, do you not see that you are harbouring a guilty passion, and that 
ho good can come out of guilt? We must all obey laws, human and divine” [R). 


1668. She was blinded with passion, and his plea had no effect on her. He was human after all, and 
her passionate love and her beauty placed a great temptation in his path. Bur he had a sure refuge — his faith 
in Allah. His spiritual eyes saw something that her eyes, blinded by passion, did not see. She thought no one 
proof against temptation. 
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1669. The credit of our being saved from sin is due, not to our weak earthly nature, but to Allah, We 
can only try, like Joseph, to be true and sincere; Allah will purify us and save us from all that is wrong. Tempted 
but true, we rise above ourselves. 


1670. With his master’s wife in her mad passion, the situation became intolerable, and Joseph made for 
the door. She ran after him to detain him. She tugged at his garment to detain him. As he was retreating, 
she could only catch hold of the back of his shirt, and in the struggle she tore it. He was determined to open 
the door and leave the place, as it was useless to argue with her in her mad passion. When the door was opened, 
it so happened, that the ‘Aziz was not far off. We need not assume that he was spying, or had any suspicions 
either of his wife or Joseph. In his narrow limited way he was a just man. We can imagine his wife's consternation. 
One guilt leads to another. She had to resort to a lie, not only to justify herself but also to have her revenge 
on the man who had scorned her love. Slighted love (of the physical kind) made her ferocious, and she lost 
all sense of right and wrong. (R). 


1671. Her lie and her accusation were plausible. Joseph was found with his dress disarranged. She wanted 
the inference to be drawn that he had assaulted her and she had resisted. For one in his position it was 2 
dreadful crime. Should he not be consigned to a dungeon or at least scourged? Perhaps she hoped that in 
either case he would be more pliable to her designs in the future. 


1672. Joseph bore himself with dignity. He was too great and noble to indulge in angry recrimination. 
But he had to tell the truth. And he did it with quiet simplicity, without argument or bitterness —and not 
caring whether he was believed or not, "The love game was hers, not his, and it went too far in seeking © 
assault his person.’ 


1673. In the nature of things there was no eyewitness to what had happened between them. But as there 
was a scene and the whole household collected, wisdom came through one who was not immediately concerned. 
They say it was 2 child. If so, it illustrates the truth that the most obvious things are not noticed by people 
who are excited, but are plain to simple people who remain calm, Wisdom comes often through babes and 
sucklings, 
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1674. If Joseph's shirt was torn at the back, he must obviously have been retreating, and the wife of the 
‘Aziz must have been tugging from behind. No one could doubt who was the guilty party. Everybody saw ir, 
and the ‘Aziz was convinced. (R). 


1675. When the real fact became clear to everyone; the ‘Aziz as head of the household had to decide 
what to do, His own position was difficult, and it was made ridiculous. He was a high officer of state, say 
Grand Chamberlain. His dignity and rank were advanced by the so-called marriage with a high-born Princess. 
Was he going to proclaim to the world that his wife was running after a slave? He was probably fond of her, 
and he saw the innocence, loyalty, and sterling merit of Joseph. He must treat the whole affair as a woman's 
prank—the madness of sex-love, and the tricks and snares connected with sex-love. He must take no further 
action but to rate his life and do justice. (R). 


1676. As was only fair, he apologised to Joseph and begged him to give no further thought to the injury 
that had been done to him, first by the love-snare of his wife, secondly, by the uttlerly false charge made against 
him, and thirdly, by the scene, which must have been painful to.a man of such spotless character as Joseph. 
That was not enough. He must ask his wife humbly to beg Joseph's pardon for the wrong that she had done 
him. And he must further ask her to consider her unbecoming conduct in itself, apart from any wrong done 
to Joseph. (R). 


1677. ‘Aziz: title of a nobleman or officer of Court, of high rank. Considering all the circumstances, the 
office of Grand Chamberlain or minister may be indicated. But “‘Aziz"’ I think isa title, not an office. I have 
not translated the title but left it as it is. “Excellency” or “Highness” would have specialised modern associations 
which I want to avoid, 


1678. The ‘Aziz’s just, wise, and discreet conduct would have closed the particular episode of his wife's 
guilty conduct if only Mrs. Grundy had left her alone and she had not foolishly thought of justifying her conduct 
to Mrs; Grundy. The ‘Aziz had reproved her, and he had the right and authority so to do,He also probably 
understood her, Joseph by his behaviour had upheld the highest standard both for himself and for her. (R). 
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1679. When her reputation began to be pulled to pieces by Mrs. Grundy, with sundry exaggerations and 
distortions and malicious innuendos, the wife of ‘Aziz invited all the ladies in society to a grand banquet. 
We can imagine them reclining at case after the manner of fashionable banquets. When dessert was reached 
and the talk flowed freely about the gossip and scandal! which made their hostess interesting, they were just 
about to cut the fruit with their knives, when, behold! Joseph was brought into their midst. Imagine the 
consternation which his beauty caused, and the havoc it played with their hearts! "Ah!", thought the wife 
of ‘Aziz “now is your hypocrisy self-exposed! What about your reproaches to me? You have yourselves so lost 
your self-control that you have cut your fingers!” (R). 


1680. Her speech is subtle, and shows that any repentance or compunction she may have felt is blotted 
out by the collective crowd mentality into which she has deliberately invited herself to fall. Her speech falls 
into two parts, with a hiatus between, which | have marked by the punctuation mark (. ..). In the first part 
there is a note of triumph, as much as to say, “Now you see! Mine was no vulgar passion! You are just as 
susceptible! You would have done the same thing!" Finding encouragement from their passion and their fellow: 
feelings, she openly avows as a woman amongst women (by a sort of freemasonry) what she would have been 
ashamed to acknowledge to others before. She falls a step lower and boasts of it. A step lower still, and she 
sneers at Joseph's innocence, his firmness in saving himself guiltless! There is a pause. The tide of passion 
rises still higher, and the dreadful second part of her speech begins. It is a sort of joint consultation, though 
she speaks in monologue. The women all agree that no man has a right to resist their solicitations. Beauty 
spurned is the highest crime. And so now she rises to the height of tragic guilt and threatens Joseph. She 
forgets al! her finer feelings, and is overpowered by brute passion. After all, he is a slave and must obey his 
mistress! Or, there is prison, and the company of the vilest, instead of the caresses of beauty and fashion in 
high places!" Poor, deluded, fallen creature! She sank lower than herself, in secking the support of the crowd 
around her! What pain and suffering and sorrow can expiate the depth of this crime? (R). 
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1681. “To which they muite me.” Notice it is now “they” not “she” Where there was the snare of one woman 
before, it is now the collective snare of many women —of womankind! 


1682. Joseph's speech is characteristic. Like a true Prophet of Allah, he takes refuge in Allah. He knows 
the weakness of human nature. He would not pit his own strength against the whole assault of evil, He will 
rely on Allah to turn evil away from him, and praise Him alone for any success he achieves in his fight. It 
is only the ignorant who do not know man’s weakness and Allah's strength! 


1683. Joseph was saved from the wiles of the wornen, which would have degraded him. But more, his 
truth and character were completely vindicated in the eyes of all concerned by the avowal of the wife of the 
‘Atiz. (R). 


1684. When Joseph's character was completely vindicated, there was no disgrace on him in being sent 
to prison after that. On the contrary the blame now would attach to those who, for their own selfish motives, 
renricted his liberty for a time. As a matter of fact, various motives on the part of the many actors in this 
drama converged towards that end. For Joseph, prison was better than the importunities of the women, and 
now, not one woman, but all society women were after him. To the women themselves it looked as if that 
was a lever which they could use to force his compliance, Vain, deluded creatures, to think that a man of 
God could be forced from the path of rectitude by threats or bribes, To the ‘Aziz it appears as if it might 
be in his wife's best interests that he should disappear from her view in prison, The decisive factor was the 
view of the men generally, who were alarmed at the consternation he had caused among the women. They 
knew that Joseph was righteous: they had seen the Signs of Allah in his wonderful personality and his calm 
and confident fortitude. But, it was argued, it was better that one man (even if righteous) should suffer in 
prison rather than that many should suffer from the extraordinary disturbance he was unwittingly causing 
in their social life. Not for the first nor for the last time did the righteous suffer plausibly for the guilt of 
the guilty. And so Joseph went to prison—for a time. (R). 


1685 Now opens another chapter in Joseph's life, The Plan of Allah develops. The wicked might plot; 
the weak might be swayed by specious arguments; but everything is used by the Universal Plan for its own 
beneficent purposes, Joseph must get into couch with the Pharaoh, in order to work out the salvation of Egypt, 
and yet it must be through no obligation to smaller men. And he must diffuse his personality and teach the 
truth to men of all sorts in prison. 


Strah 12: Yiisuf 558 eS ee 5 fe Rata ESV D 


Said one of them: “I see PAY area BER 4s 
Myself (in a dream) anes Jb 
Pressing wine.” Said the other: ari ee oe “4 ~ 
“I see myself (in a dream) oY babaPuratl 
Carrying bread on my head, tral voor ® nA 

And birds are eating thereof.”"*"* Ams BREAN > re 
Tell us” (they said) “the truth i WEA Fe ‘Kt 


And meaning thereof: for we 
See thou art one 


Ce ER” | aes Res 
That doth good (to all)."**” cuca ne pl 


37. He said: “Before any food wy 8 ee a 
Comes (in due course) ABLLSGLYS & 
To feed either of you AAte> 4 ees 
I will surely reveal (SSlyes y? 
To you the truth eae : 
And meaning of this ol SGaabse 
Ere it befall you!** we. os 
That is part of the (Duty) (SUS (<i 
Which my ‘Lord hath taught Ss, 44 

. me!689 RB Hyak. 
I have (I assure you) 
Abandoned the ways o Spah BY, » "pale ES) 
Of a people that believe not af 
In Allah and that (even) Sy Pu Gir anes pas ail 


Deny the Hereafter!*” 





1686. Iwo men came to the prison about the same time as Joseph. They were both apparently office 
of the king (the Pharaoh), who had incurred his wrath. One was a cupbearer (or butler or chief steward) 
whose duty was to prepare the king's wines and drinks. The other was the king's baker, whose duty was to 
prepare the king's bread. They were both in disgrace. The former dreamed that he was again carrying on 
his duties and pressing wine: the latter that he was carrying bread, but it did not reach his master, for the 
birds ate of it 


1687. Both these men saw the Signs of Allah about Joseph. They felt not only that he had wisdom, but 
that he was kind and benevolent, and would give of his wisdom evento strangers like themselves, They therefore 
told him their dreams and asked him to interpret them. 


1688. The dream of one foreboded good to him, and of the other, evil to him. It was good that each 
should prepare for his fate. But Joseph's mission was far higher than that of merely foretelling events. He must 
teach the truth of Allah and the faith in the Hereafter to both men. He does that first before he talks:of 
the events of their phenomenal life. And yet he does it so tenderely. He does not tantalise them, In effect 
he says, “You shall learn everything before our next meal, but let me first teach you Faith!" 


1689. Joseph does not preach a pompous sermon, or claim any credit to himself for placing himself at 
their service. He is just doing his duty, and the highest good he can do to them is to teach them Faith. 


1690. These men were Egyptians, perhaps steeped in materialism, idolatry, and polytheism. He must teach 
them the Gospel of Unity. And he does it simply, by appealing to his own experience! ‘I have found the Lord 
good: in prosperity and adversity I have been supported by Faith: in life no man can live by error or evil: 
perhaps one of you has done some wrong for which you find yourself here: perhaps one of you is innocent: 
in either case, will you not accept Faith and live forever? 


Surah 12: Yusuf 559 GAs, Fees 
38. “And I follow the ways!**! s\~ GI EX cet § OE, 
Of my “fathers—Abraham, mses ale C2515 aad 
Isaac, and Jacob; and never 
Could we attribute any partners 
Whatever to Allah: that (comes) 



























ae cca (e wine ine 


ABIES LE gik ities 


447 2p) & p se 


Of the grace of Allah to us desk cle with eae U5 ior avy 

And to mankind: yet ‘ 

Most men are not grateful. pS: fe: S SFLU 
39. “O my two companions'**? ad | eri 8 


Of the prison! (I ask you): 
Are many lords differing 
Among themselves. better, 


Or Allah, the One, 
Supreme and Irresistible? 


40. “If not Him, ye worship nothing 
But names which ye have 
named —9 
Ye and your fathers — 
For which Allah hath sent down 


OF Gidea Hye 4s 17 tt 1 Ie 
No authority: the Command a VSASiy) ble laid all 
Is for none but Allah: He : ac Sys =a 
Hath commanded that ye worship Hie BANS Tals AGI eae) al 
None but Him: that is ws ai a oad ” 


The right religion, but 
Most men understand not.. . 


41. “O my two companions'*™ 
Of the prison! As to one 


CSIATT seth goes 

1691, Again the same note of personal modesty,:'You may think Iam as young as you, or younger. Yes, 
but] haye the heritage of great men renowned for wisdom and truth, suchas Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
Surely what they knew is worthy of respect. Never did they swerve .a hair's breadth from the Gospel of Unity. 
It is mot that we boast. Ic was Allah’s grace that taught us and Allah's grace is teaching all mankind, But 
men show their ingratitude by inventing other so-called gods’ 


- 





1692. Note the personal touch again. ‘Are we not also companions in misfortune? And may | not speak 
to you on terms of perfect equality—as one prisoner to another? Well then, do you really think a conflict of 
heterogeneous gods is better than Allah, the One (and Only), Whose power is Supreme and Irresistible?” (R). 


169$. ‘If you name other gods, they are nothing but your inventions —names which you and your fathers 
put forward without any reality behind them. Who gave you authority to do any such thing? The only reality 
is Allah. Authority can come from Him alone. It is only for Him to command. And He has distinctly commanded 
you to worship none other than Him. That is the only religion that is right—that has stood and will stand 
and endure forever. He has revealed it at all times by His Messengers and by His Signs. If men fail to understand, 
it is their own fault (Cf 7:71, 19:33, and 53:23). 


1694, Having fulfilled his great duty, that touching the things of the spirit, Joseph now passes on, and 
comes to the things in which they were immediately interested — the questions which they had asked him about 
their dreams and what they prognosticated of their immediate future, Notice how Joseph again puts himself 
into sympathy with them by repeating the phrase of camaraderie, “my two companions of the prison!” For 
one he has good news, and for the other, bad news, He does not mince matters or waste words. He just barely 
tells the truth, hoping that the higher spiritual truths of which he has spoken will appear in their eyes, too, 
as of more importance than mere earthly triumphs or disasters—(in Kipling’s words) “both impostors all the same.” 
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1695. The cupbearer had perhaps been proved innocent of the crime which had been charged agains 
him, and was to be restofed to the favour of the Pharaoh. He was to carry the cup and be the king’s confidant 
again. How much more good he could do now, after the spiritual influence he had imbibed from Joseph, 
the Prophet of Allah! He was more fortunate in having had Joseph's company than in being restored to his 
intimate position with the king! Yet he was not a perfect man, as we shall see presently. 


1696. For the baker, alas! he had bad news, and he tells it directly without tantalising him. Perhaps he 
had been found guilty— perhaps he had been really guilty — of some act of embezzlement or of joining in some 
palace intrigue, and he was to die a malefactor’s death on the cross, followed by exposure to birds of the air— 
vultures pecking away at his eyes and cheeks, and all that had been his face and head! Poor man! If he was 
guilty, Joseph had taught him repentance, and we should like to think that he lost in this life but gained in 
the next. If he was innocent, the cruel death did not affect him. Joseph had shown him a higher and more 
lasting hope in the Hereafter. ; 


1697, Joseph never mentioned himself in interpreting the dream, nor ever thought of himself in his kindoes 
to his fellow-sufferers in prison. It was afterwards, when the cupbearer’s dream came true, and he was being 
released on being restored to favour, that we can imagine him taking an affectionate leave of Joseph, and 
even asking him in his elation if he could do anything for Joseph. Joseph had no need of earthly favours—leas 
of all, from kings or their favourites. The divine grace was enough for him. But he had great work to do, 
which he could not do in prison—work for Egypt and her king, and the world at large. If the cupbearer could 
mention him to the king, not by way of recommendation, but because the king's own justice was being violated 
in keeping an innocent man in prison, perhaps that might help to advance the cause of the king and of Egypt. 
And so he said, “Mention me to Pharaoh,” 


1698. The eternal Plan does not put Allah’s Prophets under obligations to men commanding mere worldly 
favour or earthly power. If they are given a chance, the obligation is on the worldly men, however highly 
placed. In this case, the poor cupbearer was but human. When he was in the midst of the Court, he forgot 
the poor fellow-prisoner languishing in prison. In this he yielded to the lower part of his nature, which i 
guided by Saran, (R). ; ‘ 


1699. A few (more) years: bid’ in Arabic signifies a small indefinite number, say up to 8, 5, 7 or 9 yeatt 
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1700. The Pharaoh is holding a Council. His confidential adviser the cupbearer is present. The Pharaoh 
telates his double dream — of seven fat kine being devoured by seven lean ones, and of seven fine 
full green ears of corn (presumably being devoured) by seven dry withered cars. 


1701, No one in the Council apparently wanted to take the responsibility either of interpreting the dream, 
or of carrying out any measures consequent on the interpretation. 


"1702. At length the cupbearer's conscience was awakened. He thought of Joseph. He (Joseph) was a truthful 
man, and the cupbearer knew by personal experience how skillful he was in the interpretation of dreams, 
Perhaps he could get him released at this juncture by getting him to interpret the king's dream. If he had 
been frank, straight, and direct, he would have mentioned Joseph at once, and presented him to Pharaoh. 
But he had worldly subtlety. He wanted some credit for himself, at the same time that he fulfilled an old 
obligation. His petty conscience would be satisfied if he got Joseph's release, but meanwhile he wanted to see 
bow much attention he could draw to himself in the court. So he just asked permission to withdraw in order 
to find the interpretation. He went straight to the prison, andl addressed himself to Joseph, asin the following verse: 


Sirah 12: Yusuf 562 agigh: ees 


46. “O Joseph!” (he said). Boe cyt Ph Aas 
“O man of truth! Expound oil S ney a 
To us (the dream) ee oy eG 
Of seven fat kine glia Paes Stel 
Whom seven lean ones Seedii.. Kiataoe ; 
Devour, and of seven . pial “2 gicol 
Green ears of corn ton 1S ¢ 
And (seven) others withered: mdciabats V4 Kaeo ad 
That I may return yo SF 
To the people, and that al eer PE 714 
They may understand .”!”" ° wl Sessle 
47. (Joseph). said: “For seven years cer 2 RPL Ae 
Shall ye diligently sow Ascent Jb 0) 
As is your wont: _ st soc 4 “ 
And the harvests that ye reap, sale tas 53 6 aol 
Ye shall leave them in the ear—”* Ting WO"2TED. | 
Except a little; of which eg Ta 
Ye shall eat, SS CLAS Y| 
48. “Then will come PD SET es 
After that (period) Mrsendhe @ 
Seven dreadful (years), we 5 
Which will devour bie ase 
What ye shall have laid by 
In advance for them— $f 2255; 
(All) except a little!” che 
Which ye shall have op hs 24 
(Specially) guarded. OpeF LAY] 
49. “Then will come he 
After that (period) a year pe ise led +2 :@ 





1708, The speech must have been longer, to explain the circumstances. We are just given the points. From 
Joseph he conceals nothing, He knows that Joseph knows more than himself. He tells Joseph that if he got 
the meaning, ‘he would go and tell the Council. It would be impertinent for the cupbearer to hold out to 
Joseph, the Prophet of Allah, the bribe of the hope of his release. Notice how blandly he avoids referring 
to his own lapse in having forgotten Joseph so long, and how the magnanimous Joseph has not a word of reproach, 
but gets straight on with the interpretation. (R). 


1704. Joseph not only shows what will happen, but, unasked, suggests the measures to be taken for dealing 
with the calamity when it comes. There will be seven years of abundant harvest. With diligent cultivation 
they should get bumper crops, Of them they should take a little for their sustenance and store the rest inthe 
ear, the better to preserve it from the pests that attack corn heaps when they have passed through the threshing 
floor. 


1705. There will follow seven years of dreadful famine, which will devour all the stores which they will 
have laid by in the good years. They must be careful, even during the famine, not to consume all the grain; 
they must by special arrangement save a little for seed, lest they should be helpless even when the Nile brought 
down abundant waters from the rains at its sources. 








Surah 12: Yieruf 563 pees 
In which the people will have zip winpera abies | 
Abundant water, and in which Cypanided prs eae 


They will press (wine and oil),"'"** 


SECTION 7. 

‘KO So the king amlel: ee ee 

“Bring ye him unto me."™ <A’ Se 4 fr} 
* But when the messenger APACE 

Came to him, (Joseph) said: : iW ecleLds 
“Ga thou back to thy lord, J Ly = 
And ask him, ‘What is Ae eete ree Aye 
‘The state-of-mind So beaeme Ab Ul pool 
Of the ladies Sou aioested oe 
Who cut their hands'}**** Sealab gly anil! 
For my Lord is oe eee 
Certainly well aware a0 ac) 
Of their smare.'"""* je ete Ae 

51, (Phe king) said (to che ladies); cia) Gb on, 
“What was your affair J 
When ye did seck to seduce ere a ee 
Joseph from his (true) self?!" adn js Bb G95 3} 
The ladies said: “Allah .. payee cae rine IS 
Preserve us! no evil pre eeh SEE 
Know we against him!" ' 4 
Said the ‘Aziz's wie: Coe A SN aa \= “et 16 
“Now is the truth manifest Frae\ pMoV Ae 
(To all): it was | ot (vst Macios 
Who sought to seduce him ts (phraso9'y I el 


Fie his (truc) self 





1706, This tia symbol of a very whundandt year, following the seven years of drought The Mile must have 
brought abundant fercilising water and silt from its opper reaches, and there was probably sone rain also 
in Lower Egypt. The vine and che olive trees, which must have suffered in the drought, now revieed, and 
delded ther juice and thelr oll) among the annuals, also, the oi! seeds, such as linseed, sesame, and the castor 
@) plant, rom have ‘been gros. as there wai irrigated land to apare from the abundant grain crop. And 
the people’: spirit revived, to enjoy the finer products of the earth, when their absolute necemine had been 
more than met in their grain cropa, ‘ 


07. Te cupbeares seat howe repored joe ph interpretation to the bing. and the ling naturally wanted 
to tee Joseph himeelf. He sent a memenger to frech him. 


708, Tibe king's messenger must have expected thet a praoner would be only too oerrpeped a0 the summons 
ofthe king. But foweph, sere of hirmeeif, wanted some assurance chat he would be yafe from the sort of nagging 
and persecution io which’ he had -been sobjected by che ladies We sawcin vere SS -above that he preferred 
pen to ther solicitations He must therefore keow what wasin the mind of (he wornen nov. 


. Oo, Ifthe king. (cthy lord”) did nor know of all-che onares ss cone peeps alr ear 
Alh (‘oop Lond”) knew all their secret motives and plow. 


910. Joseph's message was conveyed by the meuenger mo the king, who sent for the lacie concerned. 
Among them came the wife of “Agis. "What waa this affair?” said che king: “tell me the whole ouch? (BR), 
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He is indeed of those eel an tte 
Who are (ever) true (and Sra)lodails 
virtuous) ,!?"' 
52. “This (say 1), in order that steer 
He may know that I lols ws © 


Have never been false 





4 rs © ew oe 
To him in his absence, als sal 
And that Allah will never Pe , 
Guide the snare of the false ENTS acd 
ones?" —t = 
. “Nor do I absolve my own self Se.cor6 A; 
(Of blame): the (human) soul nell} o con csplles fers 
Is.certainly prone to evil,'™“ 1% 4 
Unless my Lord do bestow ese SN =25 508 
His Mercy: but surely ART i feral oa 
My Lord is Oft-Forgiving, ri @ eM AG 0-8 
Most Merciful.’"!?"8 2A B00) 
54. So the king said: Dai®@4e op Pte Dr tenes 
“Bring him unto me;'""* Aa 335 ALS Sis, &) 


I will take him specially 
To serve about my own person.” 
Therefore when he had spoken 





1711 The wife of the “Aziz stdod by, while the other ladies answered. Their answer was grudgingh 
acknowledging the truth of Joseph's innocence and high principles, but holding a disefeet silence about 
their own part in egging on the “Aziz's wife to sin, wrongdoing and revenge. When they had done, she 
began. She did not mince matters. She acknolwedged her own guilt, freely and frankly. ‘This was no time 
for her even to refer to other ladies — their jealousy, their gross mindedness, their encouragement of al 
that was frail or evil in herself. 


1712. I construe verses 52 and 55 to be a continuation of the speech of the Aziz's wife and have translated 
accordingly. There is both good reason and authority (eg, Ibn Kathir) for this. But the majority of 
Commentators construe verses 52-53 to be spoken by Joseph, in which case they would mean that Joseph wu 
referring to his fidelity to the ‘Aziz, that he bad never taken advantage of his absence to play false with his 
wife, although he (Joseph) was human and liable to ers. In my view the ‘Aziz's wife while fully reprobating 
her own guilty conduct, claims that she has at least been constant, and that she hopes for mercy, 
and the capacity to understand at last what true love is, Whatever false charge she made, she made it ina 
moment of passion and to his face, (never in cold blood, or behind his back). 

Guide the mare of the false ones, £¢, allow such snare to attain its goal. (R). 


1712-A. Amm@rah: prone, impelling, headstrong, passionate. See n. 5810 to 75:2. 


1718 See n. 1712. 1 construe this verse to be a continuation of the speech of the wife of the ‘Aziz, Its 
more appropriate to her than to Joseph. (R). 


1714. Joseph had not yet appeared before the king. The king's order in the same terms in verse 50 abow 
had led to # message from Joseph and the subsequent public proceedings with the ladies. Now that Joseph) 
innocence, wisdom, trath, and trustworthiness had been proved, and confirmed by the splendid tribute of 
the courtier's wife, and Joseph's own manly bearing before the king, the king was much impressed, and took 
him specially to serve about his own person as his trusty and confidential Wazir. If, as is probable, the ‘Aziz 
had by this time died (for he is never mentioned again) Joseph succeeded to his office, and he is addremed 
as ‘Aziz in verse 78 below. But Joseph got more than his rank and powers, as specially selected to carry out 
a great emergency policy to meet the very difficult times of depression that were foretold. He was given plenary 
powers and the fullest confidence that‘a king could give to his most crusted and best-proved Wazir or Prime 
Minister, with special access to his Person, like a Grand Chamberlain. (R). 





UID 


Sirah 12: Yusuf 565 Gites, Best 


To him, he said: D356 

“Be assured this day, 

Thou art, before our own. ss Sd Peon 

; Presence, aed 

With rank firmly established. mos eH 

And. fidelity fully proved!" CANS 
55. (Joseph) said: “Set me Acetic oe 
~ Over the storehouses'”'* eecarel 

Of the land: I will ewes ee 

Indeed guard them, Ee 

As one that knows . 

(Their importance).” . ptt ph eG 
56. Thus did we give EPeRI ER WSS, fy 


Established power to Joseph 


In the land, to take possession'”"” £2 - igtcm ice Aever OLR? 
Therein as, when, or where + icy fray VG 
He pleased. We bestow oe ae er 
Of Our mercy on whom ALE) ee ip Cn 
We please, and We suffer not, J ee 
To be lost, the reward Hiworadl s : 
Of those who do good. le 

57. But verily the reward Per 7 See potter iy 
Of the Hereafter as ier 
Is the best, for those z Beets Ree as 
Who believe, and are constant Oss iSeipa lecrall 


In righteousness '?"* 





1715, Who was this Pharaoh, and what approximate date could we assign to him? He was probably a 
king of the Hyksos Dynasty, somewhere between the 19th and the 17th century B.C. See Appendix IV, on Egyptian 
Chronology and Israel (printed after S. 7). 


1716, Joseph had been given plenary authority by the king. He could have enjoyed his dignity, drawn 
his emoluments, put the hard and perhaps unpopular work on the shoulders of others, and kept to himself 
the glitter and the kudos. But that was not his way, nor can it indeed be the way of anyone who wants to 
do real service. He undertook the hardest and most unpopular task himself. Such a task was that of organising 
reserves in times of plenty, against the lean years to come. He deliberately asked to be put in charge of the 
granaries and storehouses, and the drudgery of establishing them and guarding them, for the simple reason 
that he understood that need better than anyone else, and was prepared to take upon himself rather than 
throw on to another the obloquy of restricting supplies in times of plenty. 


1717. What a wonderful example of the working of divine Providence! The boy whom his jealous brothers 
got rid of by throwing him down into a well, and late was sold into slavery for a miserable price becomes 
the most trusted dignitary in a foreign land, chief minister in one of the greatest empires of the world of that 
day. And this not for himself only, but for his family, for the world at large, and for that noble example of 

and strenuous service, which he was to set for all time. According to tradition, Joseph's age was 
barely 50 at that time! 

As, when, or where he pleased; haythu refers to manner, time, or place. He had almost absolute powers, 
bur as his fidelity was fully proved (12:53) these powers were for service rather than for self. (R). 


1718. To the righteous, whatever rewards (if any) that come in this world are welcome for the opportunities 
of service which they open out. But the true and best reward is in the Hereafter. 
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Sirah 12: Yaisuf 567 capi secre 
From his father:"™ 


J zh at Sry 
‘Indeed we shall do it.” Oplaal lb} it 
62. And (Joseph) told his servants i ines anit Jis Sep 
To put.their stock in trade"™ 
(With which they have bartered) 4) ig AiG gta gfe. 
Into their saddlebags, 
So they should know it only o sets 1h | epee 
When they returned to their a4 Nests 35 
people, ost 
In order.that they Dyes) 
Might. come back.'™ ) 
63, Now when they returned \c4zr)3 - 
To their father, they said: 36 Brg Olle ab © 
“O our father! No more mes Mae 
Measure of grain shall we get ASHE ectle 
(Unless we take our brother): ay ae Iou 5 
So send our brother with us, re 


That we may get our measure; 


And we will indeed ¢ i es A 53 
Take every care of him.”’™ bs 

64. He said: “Shall I trust you ACN POaX OAV As 
With him with any result bev jade “Jad 
Other than when | trusted you dc rr en 
With his brother aforetime? ie wt sole 7 
But Allah is the best | Re BE act 
To take care (of him), Usa ns ul 
And He is the Most Merciful 


if \ pee oe 
cna) pol 

1721. Fue EAA ACS ah ACY WTAL Tu EGY BL RW 
we shall certainly comply with your desire” In reality they probably loved Benjamin no more than they loved 
Joseph, But they must get food when the present supply was exhausted, and they must humour the great Egyptian 
Warir. Note that they do not call Jacob “our father” but “his father”: how litde they loved their aged father, 
whom they identified with Joseph and Benjamin! Their trial and their instruction tn their duties now being 
undertaken by Joseph. 

1722. Bada’ ah: stock in trade; capital with which business is carried on; money when it is used as capital 
for trade. It is better here to suppose that they were bartering goods for grain. Cf 12:19. 


1723. It was more important for Joseph's plan that they should come back, If they came back at all, they 
could not come without Benjamin after what he had told them. As an additional incentive to their coming 
back, he returns the price of the grain in such a way that they should find it in their saddlebags when they 
reach home. 


1724, On their return they noe doubt told Jacob all that had wanspired. But to beg Benjamin of him 
was No casy matter, as Jacob did not trust them and had no cause to trust them after their treatment of Joseph. 
So they use the angument of urgent necessity for all itas worth, 

1725. | construe Jacob's answer to be a flat refusal to let Benjamin go with them. It would be like the 
former occasion when he trusted Joseph with them and they lost him, Did they talk of taking care of him? 
The only protection that be trusted was that of Allah. He at least showed mercy to old and young alike. Did 
man show mercy? Witness his sad old:age and his lost litte Joseph! Would they bring down “his grey 
hairs with sarrow to the grave?” 


Of those who show mercy!”"™ 
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65. Then when they opened > aan aad { I» <4y64- 
Their baggage, they found lesley & & 
Their stock in trade had been Shy ets 0 tt- et bee 
Returned to them. They said: 2 153 De \ yoy 
“O our father! What (more) 5 RAE, EE wr 
Can we desire? This our ea a 3 
Stock in trade has been bs R>Ues 

returned” Cas rye “~ » 

To us; so we shall get 

(More) food for our family; | Sooo 770% 5 45 
We shall take care of our brother; BEI eas Chal 5 
And add (at the same time) ae oe) We 
A full camel's load (of grain Peco la 539 
To our provisions). Pe A. 
This is but a small quantity.”"” fed eS uJ}! 

66. acob) said: “Never will I ap O25 ge! Rez ee 
a him with you until Sow tl) J os 
Ye swear a solemn oath to me, et ME ik ee 
In Allah's name, that ye al ALB Op pee 
Will, be sure to bring him back 10? -_ 
To me unless ye are yourselves View, roe) 
Hemmed in (and made 2 7 lied 

powerless) .""™ F axial, Tey 

And when they had sworn 2 bes 

- Their solemn oath, BUS ieee 
He said: “Over all red oplelis 
That we say, be Allah sy Lie a 
The Witness and Guardian!""™ IGS at §exs i! Sls 





1726. Thé ten brothers did not take their father’s refusal as final. They opened their saddlebags, and 
found that the price they had paid for their proyisions had been returned.to them, They had got the grain 
free! What more could they desire? The spell which Joseph had woven now worked, If they only went back, 
this kind Wazir would give more grain if they pleased him. And the only way to please him was to tke back 
their younger brother with them. It would cost them nothing, Judging by past experience they would get a 
whole camel's load of grain now. And so they stated their case to the aged father. 


1727. Two meanings are possible —cither or perhaps both. “What we have brought now is nothing compared 
to What we shall get if we humour the whim of the Egyptian Wazir . And, moreover, Egypt scems to have plenty 
of grain stored up. What is a cumel-load to her Wazir to give away?’ 


1728. The appeal to the family's needs in the time of famine at length made Jacob relent, but he exacted 
a solemn promise from the brothers, tinder the most religious sanctions, that they would bring Benjamin back 
to him, unless they were themselves prevented, as the Insurance Policies say “by an act of God,” so that they became 
really powerless. To that promise Jacob called Allah to witness. 


1729. This is more than a formula. Allah is invoked as present and witnessing the bargain, and to Him 
both parties make over the affair to arrange and fulfil. 
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67. Further he said: 42 Geer 
“O my sons! enter nov™ aad ahs Iphe BIGSIE; a> 
All by one gate: enter ye : 2 Ms: be tate 
By different gates. Not that ne gills 9 AS Ans ayy uw \pesl) 


I can profit you aught PFOA 
Against Allah (with my advice); Pip (AL ORD ania 
None can command except Allah: 


On Him do I put my trust: i euiyer i $53 acle 


And let all that trust 


Be scat 

Put their trust on Him.” ols and} 
68, And when they entered s at e374 Bor o ‘ Bee 

In the manner their father rs» a > 4 Hye 3 oy 
Had enjoined, it did-not mA s4r. I RS QT Te 4 
Profit them in the least ss 4 aul os mee ge leou 
Against (the Plan of) Allah: 4 s s fo 7 <% 
It was but a necessity 4G Popivoser neyreigeyt tr Y! 


Of Jacob's soul, which he™ Seiad A 
Discharged, For he was, eis 2555 acsle UJ plc 9! 3 
By Our instruction, full J 
Of knowledge (and experience): PIA “1/ 
But most men know not."™ a 2 wt 





1730. The Commentators refer to a Jewish (or Eastern) custom (or superstition) which forbade members 
ofa numerous family to go together in a mass for fear of “the evil eye". But apart from Bast or West, or custom 
or superstition, it would be ridiculous for any large family of ten or eleven to parade together in a procession 
among strangers. But there was even a better reason in this particular case, which made Jacob's advice sound, 
and Jacob was, as stated in the next verse, a man of knowledge and expenence. Here were eleven strangers 
dressed alike, in a dress not of the country, talking a strange language, coming in a time of stress, on an errand 
for which they had no credentials. Would they not attract undue attention and suspicion if they went together? 
Would they not be taken for spies?—or for men bent on some mischief, theft, or organised crime? Such a 
suspicion is referred to in verse 73 below. By entering separately they would attract little attention. Jacob yery 
wisely tells them to take all hussan precautions, But like a Prophet of Allah he warms them that human precaubons 
would be no good if they neglect or run counter to far weightier matters—Allah’ 5 Will and Law, Above all, 
they must try to understand and obey this, and their trust should be on Allah rather than on human usages, 
institutions, or precautions, however, good and reasonable these might be (Cf 39:58). (R). 


1731. See the last verse and r. 1730. Though they scrupulously observed their father’s injunctions to the 
letter, their hearts were not yet pure, and they got into trouble, as the later story will show. They had the 
hardhood to cast aspersions on Joseph, not knowing that they were in Joseph's power. And Joseph took a noble 
revenge by plinning a reunion of the whole family and shaming the ten brothers into repentance. He was 
the instrument for the fulfilment of Allah's Plan. 


1732, It is a necessity of a Prophet's soul that he should speak out and teach all that he knows, to the 
worthy and unworthy alike. This, Jacob did to his unworthy sons, as well as to his worthy sons whom he loved 
best. It was not for him as a Prophet to guarantee any results. In this case he could not save his Sons from 
getting into trouble merely because they followed the letter of his advice in a small matter. Apply this to the 
teaching of one who is greater than Jacob. Men who literally observe some small injunctions of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad and neglect the greater principles which he taught cannot blame him for their troubles and 
difficulties. If they examined the matter, they would find that they brought the troubles on themselves. 


1733. The Prophets of Allak are full of knowledge—not as men, but as taught by the grace of Allah, 
for men, as such, are (as Carlyle said) mostly fools—devoid of knowledge and understanding, (R)..... 
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Cc. 112.—When the brothers went back without Benjamin, 
(12:69-93,) Jacobwas overwhelmed with grief, but he bore 
His affliction with patience and faith in Allah, 
~ 4... He refusedto be comforted and sent his sons back, 
ery To Egypt. At last Joseph revealed himself, 
Porgave them, and sent his shirt by them 
‘To Jacob, to tell him the good news = 
~~ That Joseph lived and did ‘great work 
‘ - 4n-Egypt, and had sent for his whole family 
To come and rejoice and live in the land 
Of Egypt, and be a blessing to all, ' 


SECHION 9. 
’ . 5 ie Br SF 4+ 
69. anahandhennaee Laat de \pleolaly i} 
_Into Joseph's presence,"™ 


He received his (full) brother™ 
To stay with him. He said 
(To him): “Behold! Tam thy (own) 


3 ie 43 Whasihexssi 


ar, Aceh s - s > op “4 
Brother; so grieve not - Dybelplests iw 

~“Ataught of their doings.””™ 

70-> At length when he had furnished 3 Att tS 4 alls as 

Them forth with provisions res Meri Lb @ 
(Suitable) for them, be put , t er . rN Fe 404 
The drinking cup into se! 6 
His brother's saddlebag. ‘ ¢: 248-3774 
Then shouted outa Crier; 7 ys oseusl ¢ f 
“Oye (in) the Caravan! Pe a 
Behold! ye are thieves, Spl) 

* Without doubu"”” 





1734, The ten brothers, with Benjamin, arrived in Egypt, and waited on the great Wazir. Joseph again 
received them hospitabty. evert more 40 than before, as they had complied with his request to bring Benjamin, 
No doubt many shrewd and probing qléstions were asked by Joseph, and no doubt it was clear that Benjamin 
was one aptirt from the other ten. Bayd'awi fills up the picture of the great feast for us. The guests were seated 
two by two, Berijamin was the odd one, and Joseph courteously took him to his own table. 


1735. After the feast the questions of lodgings arose. They were to be accommodated two by two, Again 
Benjamin was the odd one. What more natural than the Wazir should take him to himself? He thus gota 
chance of privacy with him. He disclosed his identity to him, charging him to keep it a secret, and to cake 
ho notice of any strange doings that might occur. He must have learnt from Benjamin about bis father and 
about the inner doings of the family. He must get them all together into Egypt under his own eye. He had 
a plan, and he proceeded to put it into execution, 


1736. The past tense of kana, combined with the aorist of ya’ maliin, signifies that the reference js to 
their brothers’ doings, past, present, and future. Benjamin was not to mind what wrongs they had done in 
the past, Or how they behaved in the present or the immediate future. Pee ae ce Stee ae 
silence in strange circumstances. 


1737. Joseph's plan was to play a practical joke on them, which would achieve two objects. Immediately 
it would put them into some consternation, but nothing comparable to what he had suffered at their hands. 
When the plan was unravelled, it would make them thoroughly ashamed of themselves, and dramatically bring 
home their guilt to them. Secondly, it would give him an excuse to detain Benjamin and bring their aged 
father into Egypt. He contrived that @ valuable drinking cup should be concealed in Benjamin's saddlebag, 
When it was found after an ostentatious search, he would detain the supposed culprit, and attain his object, 
as the story relates further on. 
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1738, As strangers in 4 strange land, they were liable to be suspected as spies or men who meditated some 
unlawful design, or some crime, such as theft, which would be common in a season of scarcity. The brothers 
protested against the absurdity of such a suspicion after they had been entertained so royally by the Wazir, 


1739. “That might be all very well,” said the Egyptians, “but what if it is found by a search that you 
have in fact abused the Wazir's hospitality by stealing a valuable cup?” 


1740, We must try to picture to ourselves the mentality of the ten. They understood cach other perfectly, 
in their sins as well as in other things. For themselves, the search held out no fears. Besides they had had 
no opportunity of stealing. But what of that young fellow Benjamin? They were ready to believe anything 
against him, the more so as the Wazir's partiality for him had lent a keen edge to their jealousy. Judging 
by their own standards, they would not be surprised if he had stolen, seeing that he had had such opportunities — 
sitting at the High Table and staying with the Wazir. They felt very self-righteous at the same time that they 
indulged in the luxury of accusing in their thoughts the most innocent of men! Supposing he had stolen, here 
would be a fine opportunity of getting rid of him. What about their solemn oath to their father? Ob! that 
was covered by the exception. He had done for himself. They had done all they could to protect him, but 
they were powerless. The old man could come and see for himself. 


1741. This was their family custom. It was of course long anterior to the Mosaic Law, which laid down 
full restitution for theft, and if the culprit had nothing, he was to be sold for his theft (Exod. xxii. 3). But 
here the crime was more than theft. It was theft, lying, and the grossest abuse of confidence and hospitality. 
While the ten felt a secret satisfaction in suggesting the penalty, they were unconsciously carrying out Joseph's 
plan. Thus the vilest motives often help in carrying out the most beneficent plans. 
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1742. The pronoun “he” can only refer to Joseph. He may have been present all the time, or he may 
just have come up, as the supposed theft of the king’s own cup (12:72 above) was a yery serious and important 
affair, and the investigation required his personal supervision. All that his officers did by his orders was his 
own act. As the lawyers say: Qui facit per alium, facit per ve (whoever does anything trough another, does it 
himself), 


1743, The Arabic word here used is uv @ \ plural aw'iyah, which includes bags, lockers, boxes. of any 
receptacles in which things are stored. Notice the appropriateness of the words used. The cup was concealed 
ina saddiebag (rah/), verse 70. above. When it comes to searching, they must search ae every 


descripuon if the search was to be convincing and effective. 


1744, Itrefers to the drinking cup, the siqayah, which is feminine noun: hence the femsinioy pronoun, 
ha, in Arabic. 


1745, 1k Dp. 09S pp res et Noe 8. ENR ot chad fried: ecw Sosmetlanes Rew OA Be 
courts, when property is planted on innocent men to get them into trouble. On the contrary, it was a device 
or stratagem whose purpose was to show up wickedness in its true colours, to give it a chance of repentance, 
to bring about ‘and reconciliation, to give solace to the aged father who had suffered so much, 
and above all, to further that larger plan for the instruction of the world, which is unfolded in Israc!’s religiow 
history, Joseph was a Prophet of Allah, but he could not have carried out this plan or taken the first step, 
of detaining his brother, except with the will and permission of Allah, Whose Plan is universal and for all 
His creatures. (R). 

1746. If we examine this world’s affairs, there are all sorts of plans, and all degrees of folly and wisdom. 
The wicked ones plan, the foolish ones plan; the simple ones plan; then there are men who think themsehe 
wise and are perhaps thoug! t to be wise, but who are foolish, and they have their plans: and there are degrees 
of real and beneficent: among men. Allah, the Universal Planner, is above all. Anything good in our 
wisdom Is but a reflection of His wisdom, and lis wisdom can even turn folly and wickedness to good. 

1747, “The hatred of the ten for Joseph and Benjamin comes out again, They are not only ready to believe 
evil of Beiijamin, thea A their thoughts back to Joseph and call him a thiefas well, thet had injured 

: ahd by a false charge of this kind salve their cottscience. Lite did they suspect that Joseph was 
before them, under another guise, sind their falsehood and treachery, would soon be exposed. 

1748. There were many secrets: (1) that he was Joseph himself; (2) that his brother, Benjamin, knew him; 
(3) shat. there was.no guilt in Benamin, but the whole practical joke was m furtherance of a great plan (see 
n. 1745 above); (4) that they were giving themselves away, patnents Matra entre OPN Na 
ihels. spatienvers an abowehaend. 
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1749. “Abt!” thought Joseph, “you think thar Benjantin is safely out of the way, and that Joseph was got 
rid of long since! Would you be surprised to know that you have given yourselves away, that you are now in 
the power of Joseph, and that Joseph is the very instrument of your exposure and (let us hope) of your repentance?” 

1750. Thave translated the title of ‘Aziz here as “the exalted one” when addressed to Joseph in order not 


to cause confusion with the other man, the ‘Aziz, the Courtier, who had bought Joseph on arrival in Egypt. 
See 12:30 above, and notes 1677 and 1714. (R). 


175). There isa little sparring now between the Ten and Joseph. They are afraid of meeting their father's 
wrath, and he holds them strictly to the bargain which they had themselves suggested. 


1752. Kabirmay mean the eldest. But in 12:78 above, Kabiris distinguished from Shaykh and I have 
translated the one as “venerable” and the other as “aged”. In 20:71, Kabir obviously means “leader” or “chief”, 
and has no reference to age. I therefore translate here by the word “leader”, that brother among them who 
took the most active part in these transactions. His name is not given in the Qur'an. The eldest brother was 
Reuben, But according to the biblical story the brother who had mken the most active part in this transaction 
was Juctah, one of the elder brothers, being the fourth son, after Reuben, Simeon, and Levi, and of the same 
mother as these. It was Judah who stood surety to Jacob for Benjamin (Gen, 43:9). It is therefore natural 
that Jadah should, as here, offer to stay behind. 
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1753... The pledge he had given, was to, his father, and in Allah's name. Therefore he was bound both to 
his father, and to Allah, He must await his father's order and remain here as pledged, unless Allah opened 
out some other way, For example the Egyptian Wazir might relent: if so, he could go back with Benjamin 
to-his father, and his pledge would be satisfied. 


1754. “He stole in secret and without our knowledge, How could we in the circumstances prevent it’ This 
may have been a good statement for the other nine brothers, but Judah was himself personally and specally 
pledged. " 

1755. To vouch for the truth of the story, the nine brothers are asked by Judah to appeal to, their father 
to enquire at the place where they stayed and the caravan with which they came, and he would find that 
the ficts were as they stated them, The nine brothers came back and told PRE DEE BNE had been instructed 
by Judah. 


1756. | Jacob was absolutely stunned by the story. He knew his darling little Benjamin too well to believe 
that he had committed theft. He flatly reftised to believe it, and called it a cock<and-bull story, which indeed 
it was, though not in the sense in whith he reproached the nine brothers. With the eve of faith he saw clearly 
the innocence of Benjamin, though he did not see every detail of what had happened. 


1757. With the eye of faith he ching to even a larger hope. Perhaps all three of his lost sons would come 
back—Joseph, Benjamin, and Juclah. His faith in Allah was unswerving, although alas! the present facts altogether 
unnerved him. (R). 
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1758 The old father’s grief is indescribable. Yet with what masterstrokes it is described here! One sorrow 
brings up the memory of another and a greater one. "Benjamin is now gone! Oh but Joseph! his pretty dream 
of boyhood! his greatness foretold! and now how dark was the world! If he could but weep! Tears might give 
relief, and his red and swollen eyes might yet regain their Light!’ But his grief was too deep for tears. His eyes 
lost their colour, and became a dull white. The light became a mere blur, a white glimmer. Darkness seemed 
to cover everything. So it was in the outside world. So was it in his mind. His grief was unshared, unexpressed, 
and uncomplaining. Who could share it? Who could understand it? He bore his sorrow in silence. Yet bis 
faith was.undimmed, and he trimmed the lamp of patience, that sovereign virtue for those who have faith. 

1759, A speech full of jealousy, taunting malice, and lack of understanding —one that would have driven 
mad anyone less endowed with patience and wisdom than was Jacob, the Prophet of Allah. It shows that the 
sons were still unregenerate, though the time of their repentance and reclamation was drawing nigh. The 
cruel heartlessness of their words is particularly out of place, as Jacob bore his sorrow in silence and complained 
to no mortal, but poured out his distraction and grief only to Allah, as stated in the next verse 


1760, Jacob's plaint to Allah is about himself, not about Allah's doings. He bewails the distraction of his 
mind and his occasional breaking out of those bounds of patience which he had set for himself. 


1761. He knew of Allah's merciful and beneficent dealings with man in a way his shallow sons did not. 
And his perfect faith, in Allah also told him that all would be well..He never gave up hope for Joseph, as 
his directions in the next verse show, They may be supposed to have been spoken after a liule silence of grief 
and thought. That silence I have indicated in punctuation by three dots. 

1762. The word-is rawh, not ruh, ax some translators have mistakenly construed it. Rawh includes the 
idea of a Mercy thar stills or calms our distracted state, and is particularly appropriate here in the mouth of Jacob. 


1763. Jacob ignores and forgives the sting ane! malice in the speech of his sons, and like a true Prophet 
of Allah, sull wishes them well, gives them sound advice, and sends them on an errand which is to open their 
eyes to the wonderful ways of Providence as much as it will bring consolation to his own distressed soul. He 
asks thern to go again in search of Joseph and Benjamin. Perhaps by now he had an idea that they might 
be together in Egypt. In any case their stock of grain is again low, and they must seek its replenishment in 
Egypt. (R) 
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90, They said: “Art thou indeed™ 
» Joseph?” He said, “Iam 
Joseph, and this is my brother: 
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1764, The nine brothers come back to Egypt according to their father’s direction. Their first care is to 
see the Wazir, They must tell him of all their father’s distress and excite his pity, if perchance he might release 
Benjamin. They would describe the father's special mental distress as well as the distress which was the common 
lot of all in famine time. They had spent a great part of their cupital and stock in trade. They would appeal 
io his charity. It might please so great a man, the absolute governor of a wealthy state. And they did so, Perhaps 
they mentioned their father’s touching faith, and that brought Joseph out of his shell, as in the next verse. 


1765. Joseph now wants to reveal himself and ‘touch their conscience. He had but to remind them of the 
true facts as to their treatment of their brother Joseph, whom they pretended to have lost. He had by now 
also learnt from Benjamin what slights and injustice he too had suffered at their hands after Joseph's protection 
had been removed from him in their home. Had not Joseph himself seen then: but too prone to believe the 
worst of Benjamin and to say the worst of Joseph? But Joseph would be charitable-not only in the sense which 
they meant when they asked for a charitable grant of grain, but in a far higher sense, He would forgive them 
and put the most charitable construction on what they did-that they knew not what they were doing! 


1766, ‘Their father’s words, the way events were shaping themselves, Joseph's questionings, perhaps Beryamin’s 
manner now-not a slave kept in subjection but one in perfect love and understanding with this great Wazir~ 
perhaps also a recollection of Joseph's boyish dream—all these things had prepared their minds and they ask 
the direct question. “Art thou Joseph?” They get the direct reply. “Yes. am Joseph; and if you have still any 
doubt of iny identity, here is Benjamin: ask him. We have suffered much, but patience and right conduct 
are“at last rewarded by Allah'™ 
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C. 113. = Jacob was comforted with the news. 

(12:94-111.) The whole family moved to Egypt, 
Where Joseph received them with honour. 
He forgave his brothers, thanked and praised 
Allah, and lived and died a righteous man. 
So the story shows how the Plan of Allah 
Doth work without fail: it defeats 
The wiles of the wicked, turns evil to.good, 
And ever leads those who are true 
To beatitudes undreamt of, So 
Did it happen in Al Mustafi’s life. 
Will man not learn to rely on Allah — 
As the only Reality, turning away 
From all that is fleeting or untrue? 





1767. The scales fall from the cyes of the brothers. We may suppose that they had joined Judah at this 

interview, and perhaps what Judah had seen when he was alone helped in the process of their enlightenment. 

They are convicted of sin out of their own mouths, and now there is no aner pense, no reserve thought, 
_in their minds. They freely confess their wrongdoing, and the justice of Joseph's preferment, 


1768, Joseph is most gencrous. He is glad that they have at last seen the significance of what happened, 
But he will not allow them at this great moment of reconciliation to dwell on their conduct with reproaches 
against themselves, There is more urgent work to do, An aged and beloved father is eating out his heart in 
far Canaan in love and longing for his Joseph, and he must be told all immediately, and “comforted in body, 
mind, and estate,” and so he tells the brothers to hurry back immediately with his shirt as a sign of recognition, 
asa proof of these wonderful happenings, 


1769. Itwill be remembered that they had covered their crime by taking his shirt, putting on the stains 

of blood, and pretending that he had been killed by a wolf: see above, 12:17-18, Now that they have confessed 

their crime and been forgiven, and they have joyful news to tell Jacob about Joseph. Joseph gives them another 

shirt of his to prove the truth of their story. It is a rich shirt, befitting a ruler of Egypt. to prove his good fortune, 

and yet perhaps its design and many colours (12:18. n. 1651) were reminiscent of the lost Joseph. The first 
shirt plunged Jacob into grief. This one will now restore him. See the verses following. 
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1770, Literally, ‘I feel the scent, or the air, or the atmosphere or the breath of Joseph’; for 77/ has all 
these significations. Or we might translate, ‘I feel the presence of Joseph in the air’, When a long-lost frend 
is about to be found or heard of, many people have a sort of presentiment of it, which they call telepathy, 
In Jacob's case it was more definite, He had always had faith that Joseph was living and that his dream would 
be realised. Now that faith was proved true by his own sons, they had been undutiful, and hard, and ignorant, 
and circumstances had converged to prove it to them by ocular demonstration. Jacob's soul was more sensitive. 
No wonder he knew already before the news was actually brought to him, 


1771. “They” must be the people around him, before the brothers actually arrived. These same brothers 
had sedulousty cultivated the calumny that their father was an old dotard, and everybody around believed 
it, even after its authors had to give it up. Thus lies die hard, once they get a start. 


1772. We may suppose this to have been Judah (see notes 1752 and 1753 above) who was pledged to ha 
father for Benjamin, and who could now announce the good news not only of Benjamin but of Joseph We 
can imagine him hurrying forward, to be the first to tell the news, though the plural pronoun for thoxe whom 
Jacob addresses:in this verse, and for those who reply in the next verse, shows that all the brothers practically 
arrived together. 

1773. The particle fa (“then”) has here the force of “forthwith”. 


1774, Jacob's sight had grown dim; his eyes had become white with much sorrow for Joseph (see 1234 
above). Both his physical and mental vision now became clear and bright as before. 


1775, He had said this (12:86) when everything was against him, and his sons were scoffers. Now they 
themselves have come to say that his faith was justified and his vision was truc 
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1776. He fully ititended to do this, but the most injured party was Joseph, and it was only fair that Joseph 
should be consulted. In fact Joseph had already forgiven his brothers all their past, and his father could confidently 
look forward to Joseph joining in the wish of the whole family to turn to Allah through their aged father Jacob 
in his prophetic office. 


1777. Atlength the whole family arrived in Egypt and were reunited with Joseph. They were all entertained 
and provided with homes, But the parents were treated with special honour, as ‘was becoming both to Joseph's 
character and ordinary, family ethics. His mother Rachel had long been dead, but he had been brought up 
by his mother’s sister Leah, whom his father had also married. Leah was now his mother. They were lodged 
with Joseph himself. 


1778_. This is in Arabic in the plural, not in the dual number. The welcome is for all 1o Egypt, and under 
the auspices of the Wazir of Egypt. They came, therefore, under Allah's will, to a double sense of security: 
Egypt was secure from the famine unlike the neighbouring countries; and they were to be cared for by the 
highest in the land. 


1779. Certainly metaphorically: probably also literally. By Eastern custom the place of honour at a 
ceremonial reception is on a seat on a dais, with 4 special cushion of honour, such as is axsigned to a bridegroom 
at his reception. To show his high respect for his parents, Joseph made them sit On a throne of dignity. On 
the other hand, his parents and his brothers—all performed the ceremony of prostranon before Joseph in 
recognition of his supreme rank in Egypt under the Pharaoh. And thus was fulfilled the dream or vision of 
hisyouth (12:4 above, and n. 1633). 


1779-4. The ceremony of prostration for paying respect might have been allowed at the time of preyious 
prophets, but with the advent of the complete and final revelation prostration before anyone other than Allah 
isa grave sin strictly prohibited. (Eds.). 
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1780, Note how modest joseph is throughout. The first things he thinks of among Allah's gracious favours 
to him are: (1) that he was brought out of prison and publicly proclaimed to be honestand virtuous; and 
(2) that his dear father was restored to him, as well as the brothers who had persecuted him all his life. He 
will say nothing against them personally. In his Ausn zann (habit of interpreting everyone and everything in 
the most fayourable and charitable light), he looks upon them as having been misled, It was Satan (the power 
of Evil) that set them against him. But now all is rectified by the grace of Allah, to Whom he renders due praise, 


_ Latif see n. 2844 to 22:63; the fourth meaning mentioned there applies here, with echoes of the other 
meanings. 


1781. Then he turns to Allah in prayer, and again his modesty is predominant. He held supreme power 
under the king, but he calls it“some power” or authority. His reading of events and dreams had saved millions 
of lives in the great Eygptian famine; yet he refers to itas “something of the interpretation of dreams and 
events". And he takes no credit to himself. “All this;” he says, “was Thy gift, O Allah! For such things tan 
only come from the Creator of the heavens and the earth.” 


1782. Power in the doing of things as well as power in.intelligent forecasts and plans-——both must look 
to Allah: otherwise the deed and the plan would be futile, 


1783. Joseph's prayer may be analysed thus: (1) Lam nothing; all power and knowledge are Thine; (2) 
such things can only come frem Thee, for Thou art the Creator of all; (3) none can protect me from danger 
and wrong, but only Thou; (4) Thy protection I need both in this world and the next; (5) may I ull death 
remain constant to Thee; (6) may I yield up my soul to Thee in cheerful submission to Thy will; (7) in this 
moment of union with my family after many partings let me think of the final union with the great spiritual 

family of the righteous. How marvellously apt to the occasion! (Cf 13:23). 
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1784, The story is finished: But is it a story? Itis rather a recital of forces and motives, choughts and 

.. feelings, complications and results, ordinarily not seen by men. However much they concert their plans and 

unite their forces, whatever dark plows they back with all their resources—the plan of Allah works irresistibly, 

and sweeps away all their machinations, The good win through in the end, but not always as they planned; 

_ the evil are foiled, and often their very plots help the good. What did the brothers desire in trying to get 

_ rid of Joseph, and what actually happened? How the Courtier's wife, encouraged by the corrupt women of 

her acquaintance, tried,and failed to seduce Joseph and how Allah listened to his prayer and saved him from 

her vile. designs? How wrong was.it of the cupbearer to forget Joseph, and yet how his very forgetfulness kept 

_ Joseph safe and undisturbed in prison until the day came. when he should tacke the great problems of King’s 

Kingdom? With every character in the story there are. problems, and the whole is a beautifully balanced, picture 
of the working of Allah's Providence in man's chequered destiny, (R), 


_ 1785, The Prophet was no actor in those scenes; yet by inspiration he was able to expound them in the 
Divine Light, as they had never been « nded before, whether in the Pentateuch or by any Seer before 
him. And allegorically they figured his own story—how his own brethren sought to betray and kill hin, how 
by Allah's Providence he was not only saved but he won through. (R), 


1786. In spite of such an éxXposition ‘and such a convincing illustration, how few men really have true 
faith—such a faith as Jacob had in the old story, or Muhammad the Chosen One had, in the story which 
was actually unfolding itself on the workd’s stage when this Sirah was revealed, shortly before the Hij rah? Al 
» Mustafa’s ardent wish and faith was to save his people and all mankind from the graceless condition of want 
of faith. But his efforts were flouted, and he had to leave his home and suffer all kinds of persecution; but, 
» like Joseph, and more than Joseph, he'was marked out for great work, which he finally achieved: 


ily ‘ oi i ts 

- 1787... The Divine Message was.priceless; itwas not for the Messenger’s/personal profit, nor did heask 
_.of men any reward for bringing it for their benefit. It was for all creatures—literally, for all the worlds, as 
_ explained in 1:2. n, 20 (see also 34:47 and 36;21), 
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1788, Not only can we learn through Scripture of the working of Allah's providence in human history 
and the history of individual souls, but also His Signs are scattered literally throughout nature— throughout 
Creation — for all who have eyes to see, And yet man is so arrogant that he turns away his very eyes from them! 


1789. Even if people profess a nominal faith in Allah, they corrupt it by believing in other things as if 
they were Allah's partners, or had some share in the shaping of the world's destinies! In some circles, it is 
idolatry, the worship of stocks and stones. In others, it is Christolatry and Mariolatry, or the deification of 
heroes and men of renown. In others it is the powers of Nature or of Life, or of the human intellect personified 
in Science or Art or invention, and this is the more common form of modern idolatry. Others again worship 
mystery, or imaginary powers of good or even evil: greed and fear are mixed up with these forms of worship, 
Islam calls us to worship Allah, the One True God, and Him only. (R). 


1790. Ghashtyah = covering veil, pall; used for the Judgement to come, which will be so dark and appalling 
as to hide up all other and petty things, and be the one great reality for the souls that were slaves to evil 


1791. The metaphor is changed, from intensity of darkness to suddenness of time. It will come before 
they are aware of it. Let them not feel any sense of safety in sin (Cf. 45:66), 


1792. Islam holds fast co the one central fact in the spiritual world—the unity of Allah, and all Reality 
springing from Him and Him alone, There can be no one and nothing in competition with that one and 
only Reality. It is the essence of Truth. All other ideas or existences, including our perception of Self, are 
merely relative —mere projections from the wonderful faculties which He has given to us, This is not, t us, 
mere hypothesis. It is in our inmost experience. In the physical world, they say that seeing is believing. In 
our inner world this sense of Allah is as clear as sight in the physical world. Therefore, Al Mustafii and those 
who really follow him in the truest sense of the world, call all the world to see this Truth, feel this experience, 
follow this Way. They will never be distracted by metaphysical speculations, whose validity will always be doubtful, 
nor be deluded with phantoms which lead men astray, 
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1793. It was men that Allah sent as His Messengers to explain Him to men. He did not send angels or 
gods. Into His chosen men He breathed His inspiration, so that they could see truer than other men. But 
they were men living with men-in men’s habitations in town or country; not recluses or cenobites, who had 
no personal experience of men’s affairs and could not be teachers of men in the fullest sense. Their deeds 
tell their own tale. 





1794. The righteous, the men of Allah, had, as in Joseph's history, same evidence of Allah's Providence 
in this very world with all its unperfections as reflecting our imperfections. But this world is of no real consequence 
to them, Their home is in the Hereafter, Joseph's earthly honve was in Canaan: but he attained his glory elsewhere; 
and his spiritual Home ts in the great Society of the Righteous (3:59). 


1795, Zannu (comes to think); I construe the nominative of this verb to be “the messengers” in agree- 
ment with the best authorities. Kudhibu is the usual reading, though Kudhdhibu, the alternative reading, 
also rests on good authority, | construe the meaning to be: that Allah gives plenty of rope to the wicked (as 
in Joseph's story) until His own Messengers feel almost that it will be hopeless to preach to them and come 
to consider themselves branded as liars by an unbelieving world; that the breaking—point is then reached; 
that Allah's help then comes swiftly to His men, and they are delivered from persecution and danger, while 
the wrath of Allah overtakes sinners, and nothing can then ward it off. This interpretation has good author- 
ity behind it, though there are differences of opinion. 


1796. Ther stories, Le, thé stories of the Prophets or of the wicked; for the two threads intertwine, as 
in Joseph's story. x 
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1797. A story like that of Joseph is nota purely imaginary fable. The People of the Book have it in their 
sacred literature, It is confirmed here in its main outline, but here there is a detailed spiritual exposition that 
will be found nowhere in carlier literature. The exposition covers all sides of human life, If properly understood, 
it gives valuable lessons to guide our conduct—an instance of Allah's grace and mercy to people who will go 
to Him in faith and put their affairs in His hands. 


Intro. to Strah 13 585 


INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 13—AL RA'D 


The chronological place of this Sirah and the general argument of Sirahs 10 to 15 has 
been described in the Introduction to S. 10. 


The special argument of this Sirah deals with that aspect of Allah's revelation of Himself 
to man and His dealings with him, which is concerned with certain contrasts which are here pointed 
out, There is the revelation of the Prophets, which comes in spoken words adapted to the language 
of the various men and groups of men to whom it comes; and there is the parallel revelation or 
Signs in the constant laws of external nature, on this earth and in the visible heavens: There is 
the contrast between recurring life and death already in the external world; why should men disbelieve 
in the life after death? They mock at the idea of punishment because it is deferred: but can they 
hot see Allah's power and glory in thunder and the forces of nature? All creation praises Him: 
it is the good that endures and the evil that is swept away like froth or scum. Not only in miracles 
but in the normal working of the world, are shown Allah's power and mercy. What is Punishment 
in this world, compared to that in the life to come? Even here there are Signs of the working 
of His law; plot or plan as men will, it is Allah's Will that must prevail. This is illustrated in Joseph's 
story in the preceding Sirah. 


Summary—The Book of Revelation is true, and is confirmed by the Signs to be seen in 
visible nature. Allah Who created such mighty forces in outer nature can raise up man again 
after death. Allah's knowledge is all-encompassing: so are His power and goodness (15:1-18, and C, 114). 


The righteous seek the pleasure of Allah and find Peace; the evil ones break His Law, cavil 
and dispute, and reject faith; the wrath of Allah will take them unawares, but in His Own good 
time (15:19-31, and C, 115). 


So was it with Prophets before: they were mocked, but the mockers were destroyed, while 
the righteous rejoiced and were established (13:32-48, and C. 116). 


C. 114. —Allah’s Truth comes to man in revelation 

(13;1-18.) And in nature. How noble are His works! 
How sublime His government of the world! 
They all declare forth His glory! 
Yet man must strangely resist Faith, 
And ask to see the Signs of His power 
Rather than the Signs of His Mercy! 
Doth not His knowledge search through 
The most hidden things? Are not 
Lightning and Thunder the Signs of His Might 
As well as of His Mercy? He alone 
Is Worthy of praise, and His Truth 
Will stand when all vanities pass 
Away like scum on the torrent of Time. 
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1798. For Alif, Lam, Mim, see 2:1, n. 25. For Alif; Lam, R&, see Introduction to $. 10. For abbreviated 
Letters generally see Appendix |. Here there seems to be a combination of the groups Alif, Liam, Mim and 
Alif, Lam, Ri. We consider here not only the beginning (Alif), the middle (Lam), and the end (Mim), of 
man’s spiritual history, but also the immediate future of the interior of our organisation, such as it appeared 
to our Ummah towards the close of the Makkan period. But in trying to determine their meaning, we mus 
not be dogmatic. The befitting attitude is to say: Allah knows best. (R). 


1799. Cf 10:1, n. 1382. 


1800. Should we construe the clause’"that ye can see” to refer to “pillars” or “to the heavens"? Either 
is admissible, but I prefer the former. The heavens are supported on no pillars that we can see, What we 
see is the blue vault of heaven, but there are invisible forces or conditions created by Allah, which should 


impress us with His power and glory. 


1801, Cf 10:3, and n. 1386. We must not think that anything came into being by itself or carries out 
its functions by itself. Allah is the active Force through which everything has its life and being and through 
which everything is maintained and supported, even though fixed laws are established for its regulation and 
government. The “term appointed” limits the duration of their functioning: its ultimate return is to Allah, 
as its beginning proceeded from Allah (see also $5:15), 


1802. Cf. 10:31, mn, 1425. Where the laws of nature are fixed, and everything runs according to its appointed 
course, the government and regulation behind it is still chat of Allah. Where there is limited free will as in 
man, yet the ultimate source of man's faculties is Allah. Allah cares for His creatures. He does not, as in the 
idea of polytheistic Greece, sit apart on Olympus, careless of His creatures (see also 29:6)), 
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1808, One manifestation of His caring for His creatures, even where a limited amount of free will is granted 
for their development, is that He is careful to explain His Signs both in nature and in express and detailed 
revelation through His Messengers, lest man should have any doubts whether he has to return ultimately to 
his Lord and account for all his actions during the “term appointed,” when he was given some initiative by 
way of trial and preparation, If man attends: carefully to the Signs, he should have no doubt whatever. 


1804. I chink that this refers to sex in plants, and I see M, P. has translated accordingly. Plants like animals 
have their reproductive apparatus— male stamens and female pistils. In most cases the same flower combines 
both stamens and pistils, but in some cases these organs are specialised in separate flowers, and in some cases, 
even in separate trees. The date palm of Arabia and the Papaya of India, are instances of fruit trees which 
are unisexual (Cf 20:58 and 31:10). 


1805, Cf 7:54 and n. 1032, The whole passage there may be compared with the whole passage here. 
Both their similarity and their variation show how closely reasoned each argument is, with expressions exactly 
appropriate to each occasion. 


1806, Does "growing out of single roots or otherwise” qualify “palm trees” or “vines" and "corn’’ as well? 
The former construction is adopted by the classical Commentators: in which case the reference is to the fact 
either that two or more palm trees occasionally grow out of a single root, or chat palm trees grow sometimes 
as odd trees and sometimes in great thick clusters. If the latter construction is adopted, the reference would 
be to the fact that date palm (and palms generally) and some other plants arise out of a single taproot, while 
the majority of trees arise out of a network of roots that spread out extensively, Here is adaptation co soil 
and water conditions — another Sign or wonder of Creation. 

_ 1807. The date paim, the crops of food-grains, and the grapevine are all fed by the same kind of water, 
yet how differem the harvests which they yield! And that applies to all vegetation. The fruit or eatable produce 
may vary in shape, size, colour, flavour, etc., in endless variety. 
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1808. After seeing the Signs in nature and the Signs in revelation, it is indeed strange that people should 
deny their Creator But if they admit the Signs of the Creator, Who works marvels before their very eyes every: 
day, why should they doubt that when they are reduced to dust, they can be raised up again? If one creation 
is possible, what difficulty can there be in accepting a renewed creation? It becomes then a question of obstinate 
and rebellious will, for which the punishment is described. 


Punishments! But verily 
Thy Lord is full of forgiveness 
For mankind for their 

" wrongdoing. 
And verily thy Lord _ 
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1809, Aghlal: yokes (of servitude): Cf 7:157 and n. 1128. The punishment may be conceived of in two 
stages; immediately, yokes of servitude to superstition, falsehood, etc., as against the freedom in Faith; and 
finally, the Fire which burns the very soul (see also $2:10). 


1810, (Cf 18:55 and 27:46), The Unbelievers by way of a taunt say: “If there is a punishment, let w 
see it come down now. The answer to it is threefold, (1) Why do you want to see the punishment rather than 
the mercy of Allah? Which is better? (2) Have you not heard in history of terrible punishments for evil? And 
have you not before your very eyes seen examples of wickedness brought to book? (8) Allah works not only 
in justice and punishment, but also in mercy and forgiveness, and mercy and forgiveness come first. 


18H. Arter all the Signs that have just been mentioned it is mere fractiousnes tw say, “Bring downs 
Sign.” A) Mustafa brought Signs and credentials as other Prophets did, and like them, refused to satisfy mere 
idle curiosity. 


1813. The last sentence of this verse has usually been interpreted to mean that the Prophet's functios 
was merely to warn, and that guidance was sent by Allah to every nation through its Prophets. | think the 
following interpretation is equally possible: ‘it is iuelf a Sign that Al Mustafa should warn and preach and 
produce the Qur’in, and the guidance which he brings is universal guidance; as from Allah’ 
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Whether he lie hid by night 
Or walk forth freely by day.'** 


Th. For each (such person)'** * 
There are (angels) in succession. 
Before and behind him: 

They guard him by command 
Of Allah. Verily never 

Will Allah change the condition 
Of a people until they 
Change it themselves 
(With their own souls),'*” 


pAb IVINS 


ii Sek Ge 


peal eg 






1813. The female womb is just an example, PO | OE AS ay Bey Fae 
what is in the womb —whether it is a male young or a female young, whether it is one or more, whether it 
is to be born short of the standard time or to exceed the standard time But the most hidden and apparently 
unknowable things are clear to Allah's knowledge: there is no mere chance: all things are regulated by Allah 
if just measure and proportion. The general proposition comes in the last sentence; “every single thing is 
before His sight. in (due) proportion.” 


1814. A verse of matchless rhythm, in Arabic. 
1815. Our most hidden thoughts and motives are known to Him at all times. 


1816. See last verse. Every person, whether he conceals or reveals his thoughts, whether he skulks in darkness 
or goes about by day~all are under Allah's watch and ward. His grace encompasses everyone, and again and 
again protects him, if he will only take the protection, from harm and evil. If in his folly he thinks he can 
secretly take some pleasure or profit, he is wrong, for recording angels record all his thoughts and deeds. 


1817. Allah is not intent on punishment. He created man virtuous and pure: he gave him intelligence 
and knowledge; he surrounded him with all sorts of instruments of His grace and mercy, If, in spite of all 
this, man distorts his own will and goes against Allah's Will, yet is Allah's forgiveness open to him if he will 
take it. It is only when he has made his own sight blind and changed his own nature or soul away from the 
beautiful mould in which Allah formed it, that Allah's Wrath will descend on him and the favourable position 
in which Allah placed him will be changed. When once the punishment comes, there is no turning it back. 
Note of the things which he relied upon-other than Allah—can possibly protect him. 


Sitirah 18: Al Ra‘d 


12, 


18. 


14. 





590 


But when (once) Allah willeth 
A people's punishment, 

There can be no 

Turning it back, nor 

Will they find, besides Him, 
Any to protect. 


It is He Who doth show you 
The lightning, by way 

Both of fear and of hope:'** 
It is He Who doth raise up 
The clouds, heavy 

With (fertilising) rain! 


Nay, thunder repeateth His 
praises,'*"* 
And so do the angels, with awe:'**° 
He flingeth the loud-voiced 
Thunderbolts, and therewith 


He striketh whomsoever He 


will... 
Yet these (are the men) 
Who (dare to) dispute 
About Allah, with the strength 
Of His power (supreme)!'*?! 


or Him (alone) is prayer 
n Truth:'**? any others that they 
Call upon besides Him hear them 
No more than if they were 
To stretch forth their hands 
For water to reach their mouths 
But it reaches them not: 
For the prayer of those 
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1818. Here then is the climax to the answer of the sarcastic challenge of the Unbelievers for punishmem, 


in language of great sublimity. Why look to evil rather than to good?— to punishment rather than to mercy?—!o 
the fear in the force and fire of the lightning rather than to the hope of good and abundant crops in th 
rain which will come behind the lightning clouds? (Cf $0;24) 


1819. Nay, thunder itself, which may frighten you, is but a tame and beneficent force before Him, declaring 


his praises, like the rest of creation. THUNDER thus aptly gives the name of this Sirah of contrasts, wher 
what we may think terrible is shown to be really a submissive instrument of good in Allah's hands. 


1820. And the angels, whom we think to be beautiful creatures of power and glory nearest to Allah, yt 


feel reverence and awe even as they praise His Holy Name. 


¢g.. chapters 38 to 4). 


1821. Who is puny man, to call Allah in question? Cf some variations on this theme in the Book of Job. 


1822. Haqq = truth; right; what is due, befitting, proper, All these meanings are to be understood her 


If we worship anything other than Allah (whether it is idols, stars, powers of nature, spirits, or deified men, 
or Self, or Power, or Wealth, Science or Art, Talent or Intellect), our worship is both foolish and futile 


Sirah 18: Al Ra‘d 591 relies BeVays 
Without Faith is nothing tloestyt) <4 
But (futile): Wandefihy (in the pes) an\\ 

mind).!**8 
15. Whatever beings'*** there are she cy 
In the heavens and the earth ox 4) » E 
Do. prostrate themselves to atte. 
' _ Allahi* uw Ny oyeslbes 
(Acknowledging subjection) — with 
goodwill “Ie of 
Or in spite of themselves:'*** She 3 ejb 
So do their-shadows'**’ C Bite SPs 
Sed ly saat 


In the mornings and evenings. 


16. Say: “Who is the Lord and 

Sustainer'*** 

Of the heavens and the earth?” 

Say: “(It is) Allah.” 

Say: “Do ye then take 

(For worship) protectors other 

Than Him, such as have t: 

No power either for good ad td eee 

Or for harm to themselves?’"*** Lhe os a Ja Saya ay 

Say: “Are the blind equal sete 

With those who ‘see? Jetietlep alah 


Or the depths of darkness 5 
Equal with Light?” AEaycochin EIS Iai 





1823, Without Faith, it is obvious that prayer or worship has no meaning whatever, It is but an aberration 
of the mind. But there is a deeper meaning. You may have false faith, as in superstitions or in worshipping 
things other than Allah, as explained in the last note. In that case, too, you are pursuing mere phantoms 
of the mind. When you come to examine it, CS, Salinger aang Worship and prayer are justified 
only to Allah, the One True God (Cf, 40:50), (R). 


1824. Notice that the original of what | have translated “whatever being” is the persona! pronoun man, 
not ma. This then refers to beings with a personality, ¢.g.. angels, spirits, human beings, and possibly other 
things of objective (not necessarily material) existence, as contrasted with their Shadows or Simulacre or 
Appearances, or Phantasms, mentioned at the end of the verse. Both these Beings and their Shadows are subject 
gases neg er anaes Re 


1825. ‘Prostrate Sidaasldiaoet the posture means that they recognise their subjection to Allah's Will and 
Law, whether they wish it or not, 


1826. “In spite of themselves’: Satan and the Spirits of Evil. They would like to get away from the control 
ofthe All-Good Allah, but they cannot, and they have to acknowledge His supremacy and lordship over them. 


1827. Even the Shadows-creations of the Imagination. or projections from other things and dependent 
on the other things for their existence, as shadows or to substance --even such shadows are subject to Allah's 
Laws and Will, and cannot arise or have any effect on our minds except by His permission. The Shadows 
are longest and therefore most prominent when the sun is level, and tend to disappear as the sun approaches 
the zenith. But even when they are longest and most prominent, they are still subject co Allah's Will and Law, (R). 


1828. The meaning of Rabb is explained in n. 20, to 1:2, 


1829. Cf 5:76. 
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(Anything) as He has created, © a gerraseoes 
So that the creation seemed wre Solace 
To them similar? ae _ 
Say: “Allah is the Creator oo Balt ail |b 
Of all things: He is sis Pacey 
The One, the Supreme and SB StS 2h e 

| Irresistible.” relies Ay 


17. He sends down water'*"! 
From the skies, and the channels 


Flow, each according to its Pye eo ee 
measure: aw 4235) oJ 
But the torrent bears away Ce ee Reayha-c ot 
The foam that mounts up Cebu JES hol 
To the surface. Even so, Catena dt PLI, Coe 


From that (ore) which they heat'*** 
In the fire, to make ornaments 
Or utensils therewith, 
There is a scum likewise. 
Thus doth Allah (by parables) 
Show forth Truth and Vanity. 
For the scum disappears 
Like froth cast out; 

. While that which is for the good 
Of mankind remains 
On the earth. Thus doth Allah 
Set forth parables. 
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1830 This verse may be analysed into six parts, cach two parts going together like question and answer 
Each except the fifth part is introduced by the word "Say", which is equivalent in old Arabic to inverted commas 
The fifth part, “or do they assign. . similar?” is not introduced by “Say”, because it is in the indirect form. 

(1) Who is the Lord and Sustainer of the Worlds? It is Allah. (2) And yet you worship other gods? No, 
no one can be equal to Him, any more than darkness is equal to light. ($) Your other gods have created nothing 
by which you can be misled? No indeed; He is the only Creator, the One and Supreme. 


1831. This verse is fall of parables (1) It is Allah Who sends rain and sends it to all. See how it flow 
in different channels according to their capacities. Some are sluggish; some have a swift current. Some form 
great rivers and irrigate wide tracts of country; some are clear crystal streams, perhaps in hilly tracts, with 
beds of clean pebbles which you can see through the water Some produce delicious edible fish: and some 
are infested by crocodiles or injurious monsters. And there are degrees, and degrees among brooks, streams 
lakes, rivers, and seas. So with the rain of Allah's mercy and the knowledge and wisdom and guidance which 
He sends. All can receive it. Different ones will respond according to their capacities. (2) In the physical world, 
water is pure and beneficial. But froth and scum will gather according to loca) conditions. As the floods will 
carry off the scum and purify the water, so will the flood of Allah's spiritual mercy carry away our spiritual 
scum and purify the water. (3) The froth may make a greater show on the surface, bur it will not last. So 
will there be frothy knowledge which will disappear, but Allah's Truth will endure. 


1832, In continuation of the last note, the fourth parable is that of metal ores: (4) the ore is full of baser 
admixture, but the fire will separate the gold from the dross for ornaments, or (5) some metal of household 
utility, with which you make everyday utensils, which the fire will separate from admixtures which you do 
not want. So the fire of Allah's test, either by adversity or by affluence, will search out the true metal in w 
and reject the dross. It will show us what is valuable or what is useful, all sorts of scum and vaniry which 
we collect and miscall knowledge. 
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For those who respond Spiepore gs b 

T their. Lord; axe (all) ep ve dineeni Sau op 
Good things. But those aya 2013 ee 
Who respond not to Him — El pal enemies <M 
Even if they had all ‘ 

That is in the heavens Beal es Camel Se aig 
And on earth, and as much more, aloe saree ood 3b + 


(In vain) would they offer it'*** rp List aoe Abee, Poe 
For ransom. For them pe youd) Ae pita Ans 
Will the reckoning be terrible: ‘ 

Their abode will be Hell— a Ws nies i= A 
What ‘a bed of misery! Ul e reso 


C. 115. —The seeing and the blind are not alike: 
(13:19-31.) Nor are those blessed with Faith and those without. 
The former seck Allah, and attain 
Peace and blessedness in their hearts, 
t And a final Home of rest; the latter 

Are in a state of Curse, and their End 
Is terrible. If Allah in. His. wisdom 
Postpones retribution, it is for a time. 
His promise never fails; it will come 
To pass in His own good time. 
In all things it is for Him to command, 


SECTION 3. 
"Is then one who doth know . ae 
That that which hath been Ad J Fieeee * } 
Revealed unto thee Pe ee me 
From thy Lord is the Truth, spay Pb cy 
Like one who is blind?!*** ame # 
It is those who are ARRAS As 


Endued with understanding 
That receive admonition — 


o-ii4 # + (be — 
Those who fulfil the Covenant alge o rR 7) {vp 
Of Allah and fail not slat: Gites 
In their plighted word; . fe re yaa 
Those who join together acy aa fois 
Those things which Allah atl ale hand Boal Op 





1835. Cf 8:91 and 10:54. 


1834. In this section the contrast between Faith and Righteousness on the one hand and Infidelity and 


Evil on the other is set out. The righteous man is known as one who (1) receives admoniton; (2) 1s true to 
his covenants; (3) follows the universal Religion of Faith and Practice joined together; (4) is patient and persevering 
in seeking Allah; and im practical matters he is known to be; (5) regular in prayer; (6) generous in true charity, 
whether open or secret; and (7) not revengeful, but anxious to turn off evil with good, thus breaking the chain 
of evil which tends to perpetuate itself, 
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Hath commanded to be joined |*** An ieotite Sandy Soft Ve 
Hold their Lord in awe, rr A fe oly 
And fear the terrible reckoning; aa. eaxalater 9 
: tt repesi eatiee at 
22. Those who patiently persevere, eke ff sr AAS 
_ Seeking 19d etait of rr goyelasll pro opal \ &) 
their Lord; : , ¢, 
Establish regular prayers; spend, (asl Wyss entt Aut, 
Out of (the gifts) We have ee ea 
bestowed aes Vegeta 
For their sustenance, secretly ste 
And openly; and turn off Evil Creat lao f cad ane 
With good: for such there is 2 ee 
The final attainment terse 48 
Of the (Eternal) Home—** Ja ee ls) 
23. Gardens of perpetual bliss: OBS or er Sie 
They shall enter there, Vslecncnc cS G 
As well as the righteous Wem 7s. ‘Ae 
Among their fathers, their spouses, we 5 9 ly ag blac pleas 
And their offspring:"**’ Le ‘ (Se ‘A cane 
And angels shall enter unto them an 4 Se 2 ae ae uP ii 
From every gate ob Sates 
(with the salutation): 
24. “Peace unto you for that ye TAT te ee eAore ie t ta ae 
Persevered in patience! Now | cA eat Rie AAS SrA '® 
- How excellent is the final Home!” 
AN ABS See 
25. abe those who break al 
aT emmenes 
¢ Covenant of Allah, after a 
Having plighted their signs santo Bea anlage 
And cut asunder those things**** * Pee te 
Which Allah has commanded bos ols anil t BS, 
To be joined, and work mischief vitae ta tll 
In the land—on them taf Aone 





1885. That is, join faith with practice, love of Allah with love of man, en eB a FM 
i.e. follow the universal Religion, and not odd bits of it. 

1836. Their journey in this life was at best a sojourn. The final Bliss is their eternal Home, which is further 
prefigured in the two following verses. 

1837. The relationships of this life are temporal, but love in righteousness is eternal. In the eternal Gardens 
of Bliss the righteous will be reunited with all those near and dear ones whom they loved, provided only that 
they were righteous also; for in eternity nothing else counts. Blood-relationships and marriage relationships 
create certain physical bonds in this life, which may lead to much good, and’ possibly also to evil. All that 
is physical or evil will go. But the good will come forth with a new meaning in the final Reckoning. Thus 
ancestors and descendants, husbands and wives, brothers and sisters, (for dhurrryyat includes them), whose 
love was pure and sanctified, will find mew bliss in the perfecting of their love and will see anew and mynic 
meaning in the old and ephemeral bonds. Can we wonder at Jacob's reunion with Joseph, or that of Mose 
with Aaron, or of Muhammad Al Mustafa with the Lady KhadTjah? In fact all the Righteous will be reunited 
in the:Hereafter (12:101). 

1838. This is the opposite of the things explained in 15:2] above, n. 1835, 
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Is the Curse; for them 
Is the terrible Home!'*** 


ah doth enlarge, or grant 
y (strict) measure, the 

Sustenance!**° 

(Which He giveth) to whom so 

He pleaseth. (The worldly) rejoice 

In the life of this world: 

But the life of this world 

Is but litthe comfort 

In the Hereafter!*™*' 


SECTION 4. 


Whe Unbelievers say: “Why 
Is not a Sign sent down 

To him from his Lord?'"*** 
Say: “Truly Allah leaveth, 
To stray, whom He will; 
But He guideth to Himself 
Those who turn to Him 

In penitence — 


“Those who believe, and whose 
hearts 
Find satisfaction in the 
remembrance 
Of Allah: for without doubt 
In the remembrance of Allah 
Do hearts find satisfaction !** 


“For those who believe 
And work oes siglo 
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1889. This isin contrast to the state of the blessed, described in 13;22-24 above. The Curse is the opposite 
of the Bliss, and the Terrible Home is the opposite of the Eternal Home, the Gardens of perpetual bliss. 


1840. Allah, the Sustainer and Cherisher of all His creatures, gives sustenance to all—the sustenance 
including all means for their physical, moral, intellectual, and spiritual growth and development according 
to their needs and capacities. To some He grants it in abundance; to others He gives it in strict measure. No 
ofe can question Him, for His Will is supreme, and it is the measure of all good (Cf 29-61-62). 


1841. Cf 9:38. The meaning here may also be; This present life is just a furniture, a convenience, a stepping 
stone, 2 probation; for the life to come. In itself it is less important than the Hereafter. 


1842. The question is repeated from 13:7 above: for the line of reasoning there suggested in answer is 
now completed, and another line of reasoning is now taken up, Allah provides every guidance for those who 
turn to Him in'penitence, but He will leave those to wander astray who deliberately close their eyes and their 
hearts to His grace and the comfort that comes from remembering Him and celebrating His praises. 


1848. The Sign or Miracle is not something external: it is something internal, something in your mind, 
heart, and soul. It depends on your inner spiritual experience. If you turn to Allah, that light, that experience, 
will come. If you do not, Allah will not force you. 
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Is (every) blessedness}*** Maat 4 
And a beautiful place yl maps 
Of (final) return.” 

80. Thus have We sent thee 43 DAI BST 


Amongst a People before whom 
(Long since) have (other) Peoples 
(Gone and) passed away;'**° 
In order that thou mightest 
Rehearse unto them what We 
Send down unto thee by 

_ inspiration; 
Yet do they reject (Him), 
The Most Gracious! 
Say: “He is my Lord! 
There is no god but He! 
On Him is my trust, 
And to Him do I turn!"!** 
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31, If there were a Qur'an 
With which mountains were 


moved, = 7 AZ Pye ite ePt ea 
Or the earth were cloven asunder, all x Sy #e< ¥) 
Or the dead were made to speak, 16 SRE ao 
(This would be the one!) laren 2 Yuh 


But, truly, the Command is 
With Allah in all things!"**’ 

* Do not the Believers know, 
That, had Allah (so) willed, 
He could have guided 
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1844. "Blessedness’: TOG: an internal state of satisfaction, an inward joy which is difficult to describe 
in words, but which reflects itself in the life of the good man. through good and ill fortune, through good 
report and evil. And then, there is always the final goal to which his eyes are turned, the beautiful Home 
of rest in the Hereafter, after this life's struggles are over. That goal is Allah Himself. 


Undil the Promise of Allah 
Come to pass, for, verily, 


1845. Our Prophet came later in time than other Prophets, to complete their Message and universalise 
Religion. And certainly it is after his age that the process of the unification of the world began. That proces 


is not complete yet. but is proceeding apace 
1846. Faith tells us that no) amount of opposition from Unbelievers can ever stop Allah's Pian 


1847. Everything is possible and in Allah's power His Plan is beneficent and all-embracing. But it is not 
for His creatures to dictate to Him, or demand what He should do, or how He should do it. The Command 
is with Allah in all things. The Believers know His Omnipotence, and they also know that He will order Ha 
world for the best. 
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C, 116. —The mockery of Allah’s Messengers is an old game 
~ G8 32-43.) Of the world. But Allah's Truth will come 
To its own in good time, The End 
Of the righteous is their Home of Bliss, 
And they rejoice in the revelations 
They receive. The Messengers of Allah 
Take their due share in the life 
Of the world; they win through by, Allah's grace 
Against all the plots of the world. 
| Their witness is from Allah, through His revelation. 


SECTION 5, 


32. Mocked were (many) Olea L2& . ld; © 


Messengers'*** 
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1848, Lec not the Unbelievers think chat if they seem to prosper for a rime, that is the end of the matter. 
They are warned abour\three things, (1) Their ill deeds must carry evil consequences for them all the time, 
hough they may not perceive them for a certain cime,(2) Their-homes, their-places of resort, the circles in 
which they move, will also be haunted by their ill deeds.and their consequences, For evil makes a complex 
of its environment, The walls of Jericho, when they fall, must bring down all Jericho in its, ruins; (5) The 
ultimate Disaster, the final Reckoning, must come, for Allah never fails in His promise. True values must eventually 
be restored: the good to the good, and the evil.to the evil. 

The Commentators draw illustrations from the life of the Messenger, his exile from Makkah, and his 
restoration. A similar miracle works in all history. But the Command is with Allah. 


1849, Cf 6:10 and 36:50. 

1850. ‘The punishment was in many cases deferred. But when it did come, how terrible and exemplary it was! 

1851. Cf, 12:40, ‘You have but to name your false gods, and you will sce that they are nothing but names, 
There is no reality behind them, whereas Allah is the One great Reality. He penetrates everything through 


and through and knows: all things; Do you dare to tell Him of something on earth that, He does not know? 
Or is it just a trick or a show of words? 
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Of words?” Nay! to those 

Who believe not, their pretence!*** 
Seems pleasing, but they are 
Kept back (thereby) from the Path. 
And those whom Allah leaves 
To stray, no one can guide. 


34. For them is a Penalty: 
In the life of this world,*** 
But harder, truly, is the Penalty 
Of the Hereafter: and defender 
Have they none against Allah. 


35. The parable of the Garden 
Which the righteous are 
promised! — 
Beneath it flow rivers: 
Perpetual is the enjoyment 
thereof"*** 
And the shade therein:'*** 
— Such is the End 
Of the Righteous; and the End 
Of Unbelievers is the Fire!*** 


36. Those to whom We have 
Given the Book'**’ rejoice 
At what hath been revealed 
Unto thee: but there are 
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1852. All pretences and fancies seem attractive to their inventors, but alas! they. are a great obstruction 
to the Path of Religion and Truth. However, if by their contumacy, they haye cut themselves off from Allah’ 
grace, who can guide them or reclaim them from their errors? 


1858. The consequences of sin may be felt in this life itself, but they are nothing compared to the final 


penalties in the life to come. 


1854. For the comprehensive meaning of the root akala (literally ‘to eat’), see 5166, n. 776. In its derived 
meaning, it means fruit and enjoyment of all kinds, spiritual as well as other, The joys of heaven are not like 
the joys of the earth, which fade away or cloy, The joys of heaven are pure, lasting, and without any of the 


drawbacks which we associate with the joys of the sense. 


1855. Zill: literally shade, hence, shelter, protection, security. All these meanings are implied. Shade js 


one of the delights of a garden, Cf. 4:57, and n. 579. 


1856, In this, as no other place, the Fire is contrasted with the Garden, as misery is contrasted with bliss. 
We can also imagine other incidents in contrast with those of the Garden; ¢.g., with the Fire will be drought, 
aridity, thirst, instead of beautiful rivers; pain and suffering, instead of perpetual delight; no protection agains 
the fierceness of the heat, as contrasted with the cool shades ever deepening as you proceed in the Garden. 


1857. The Book: in a general sense, Revelation. “Those to whom the Book hath been given” are both 
(1) the People of the Book of previous revelations, who study the new Revelation in Arabic without prejudice 
and find in it confirmation of what their ancestors had received; and (2) the Muslims who receive the Qurin 


with such spiritual joy. 
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Among the clans'*** those who EL ies 253 2 ah» 
reject Awaa ae asylo 8 5) 
A part thereof. Say: Peery ae, pee 
“I am commanded to worship ways } sets Ale 
Allah, and not to join partners as os 
With Him. Unto Him ao HE 
Do I call, and \yesac)) 
Unto Him is my return.” nid ovr asl5 


37. Thus have We revealed it CASEEI Ns iS; & 


To be a judgement of authority'*** 


In Arabic, Wert thou to follow 4 AWS ons ey 
Their (vain) desires after the eh ell ay lols 
knowledge eles IL, se 
Which hath reached thee, pall yesh cles veer 
Then wouldst thou find t 4 iT) .» 
Neither protector nor defender'*® — 55 eth je@anlee ali 
Against Allah. Zens ater tlee Se 
SECTION 6. 

38. He did send messengers | eee) rey 
Before thee, and appointed ¢ 
For them wives and children:'** Zo4 eo Keren re A os 
And it was never the part 452 ale Sich arer tS : 
Of a messenger to bring a Sign Ase nF 0% tf 
Except as Allah permitted'*™ aslosl¥} a lex abo Sus we 4 





1858. AAzabd (plural of Aizb = parties, sects, troops, clans. The reference may be to the clans mentioned 
in 38:20 and 22 (that whole Shrah is called AAzdb). But we can understand it in a perfectly general sense. 
Among all the sections of the people there are persons who would receive a portion of Allah's truth but reject 
whatever does not suit them or fall in with their selfish aims or yain desires, The proper answer to them is: 
surely, Allah's command is universal—to worship and serve Him and refuse to bend the knee to any other; 
the man of God finds his staff and support in ie; but he must invite all to share in its blessings; it came from 
Allah, and to Allah shall we all return. 

1859. The Qur'an is in Arabic; therefore the Arabs, among whom it was promulgated, could have no 
difficulty in understanding its precepts and using it in the judging of right and wrong in all their affairs. 
But it is also universal; therefore no one should give preference to his own vain fancies against this authoritative 
declaration, 

1860. Cf 2:120. The variation is in the single word “Wag” here in place of “Nasir” in 2:120, In each 
case the apt word is chosen not only for the rhythm in its own passage but for the general meaning in the argument, 

1861. All the Prophets of whom we have any detailed knowledge, except one, had wives and children. 
The exception is Jesus, the son of Mary. But his life was incomplete: his ministry barely lasted three years; 
his mission was limited; and he was not called upon to deal with the many-sided problems that arise in a 
highly organised society or State. We pay equa! respect to him, because he was Allah's Messenger; but that 
js not to say that his Message covers the same universal ground as that of al Mustafa. There is no reproach 
fora normal human being if he lives a normal human life; there is glory if he-beautifies it and sets a nobler 
example of virtue than other men, as did al Mustafa. 

1862.. No Prophet performed any miracle or showed forth any “Signs,” except as Allah willed, Allah's 
will (Mashah). is an All-Wise, universal Plan, which is not formed for the benefit of one tribe or miliah or 
of one age or country (see also next verse): The greatest Miracle in history was and is the Qur'an. We can 
apprehend its beauty and grandeur today as much as did the people of al Mustafa’s day—even more, as our 
collective knowledge of nature and of Allah's creation has increased. 
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(Or commanded). For each period wie ay 
Isa Book (revealed):* he Jel 
$9. Allah doth blot out cies near (aire 
Or confirm what He pleaseth: ES, w de atl | pres 
With Him is 2 has, 
The Mother of the Book." a Saaiplrecey 
40, Whether We shall show thee CSB otic 
(Within thy lifetime) sepbas O 
Part of what We promised them Ae hoe aad 
Or take to Ourselves thy soul at 5lpb td Sill_2e 
(Before it.is all accomplished), ime 
Thy duty is to make piace Hie Las 
(The Message) reach them: 
It is Our part Wo ic 
To call them to account. alee baky 
41. See they not that We ~ Pt NE t0- 67-4 
Gradually reduce the land ey Riera e ) 
(In their control) from its wv ebz 
Outlying border?!*** (Where) Lear bh ga 
Allah Sieh 
Commands, there is none sao’ SES ey AN Vea 
To put back His command: j 
And He is Swift Pete er oe 
_ In calling to account. Lily em 
42. Those before them did (also) 96) Ronde news 4,°¢r 
Devise: plots}, but-in.all-things ponies 48) 6 
The master-planning is Allah's.“ ole Hx “9 Arte ry, 
He knoweth the doings aes ACC te ‘is 
Of every soul; and soon 4 
- : ig FPP of $e eee 
Wall, the. Unhebevess know algae i 130 Pir 9 


Who gets home in the End. 





1865. KAit@b: 1 have translated “a Book (revealed)”; but it can also mean “a Law decreed” or “a Decree 
established.” Uleimately the meaning is the same; for cach age, according co Allah's wisdom, His Message s 
renewed (Cf 54:4). 


1864. Umm al Aitak Mother of the Book: the original foundation of all revelanon, the ewence af 
Allah's Willand Law. (Cf 3:7. n0 347) and 43:4). 


» 1865. In the Prophet's ministry at Makkah, the most stiff-necked opposition came from the seat and centre 
of power in Makkah. The humbler people—the fringe of Makkan society—came in readily, as also did some 
tribes round about Makkah. After the Hijrah there was a hard struggle between Makkah and Madinah, and 
at last the bloodless conquest of Makkah in 8 A. H. made the pagan structure finally collapse, though it had 
already been sapped to its foundations. So, generally, Truth finds easiest entrance through the humble and 
lowly, and not in the beginning at the headquarters of power, but in the fulness of time it makes its way everywhere 
with irresistible force. 


1866. Cf 3:54, and n. $95. 
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43. The Unbelievers say: “N Sy ok = 0X t 92% Gee aL 
7 Ne ar | SORENESS © 
Art thou.” Say: “Enough a. Sy wie Ss ot cr 
For a witness between me pS Gr lg - a ss 
And you is Allah, and such 4 
As have knowledge of the Oh Cai Ca ote de ig 
= ebsokiuret Aen dee 55 


1867. The enemies of Islam have to acknowledge that Al Mustafa was a great and noble character, but 
they deny his Prophethood. He could point to his credentials from Allah in the work which he achieved, and 
the Qur’in which he brought. 


1868. That ss, those who have knowledge of revelation generally will recognise Allah's revelation in the 
Holy Qur'an. An alternative reading is “min YndihT) which is written the same in Arabic, with only three 
vowel points different. If we adopt that, the last clause will be: “and from Him is (all) knowledge of the Book”: 
te, ‘as all knowledge of the Book comes from Allah, the Qur'an also bears witness to me.’ 
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INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 4—/BRAHIM 


For the chronology and the general argument of this Sirah in the series Sirrahs 10 to 15, 
see Introduction to S. 10. : 

The special subject matter of this Sirah is a continuation of the concluding portion of 
the last Sdrah, which explained how Allah's revelation gains ground in spite of selfish men’s opposition. 
Here illustrations are given from the story of Moses and Abraham, and Abraham's Prayer for 
Makkah forms the core of the Sirah. 


Summary. — Revelation leads man from darkness to light. It comes to cach nation in its 
own language and for its own special circumstances. So was it with Moses and other Prophets. 
There was a conflict of evil with good, but evil was destroyed. Parable of the Goodly Tree (14:1-27 
and C. 117). 


Why will men not receive Allah's grace? Why will they choose to go astray? Abraham prayed 
to be saved from infidelity, himself and his posterity, and he prayed for Makkah, the city of the 
new revelation through Arabia, Good and Evil will find their proper retribution, and Allah's Plan 
of Unity will prevail (14:28-52. and C. 118). 


C. 117. — Revelation leads mankind from the depths 

(14:1-27) Of darkness into light. It comes 
To every age and nation in its own 
Language. So was it before; so it is 
Always. The Prophets were doubted, 
Insulted, threatened, and persecuted, 
But their trust was sure in Allah. 
It is Evil that will be wiped out. 
Allah's Truth is a goodly tree, 
Firmly established on its roots, 
Stretching its branches high and wide, 
And bearing good fruit at all umes. 
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Sirah 14. 
Ibrahim (Abraham) Able  esii> 
In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, age A . 
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Most Merciful SDP, 
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All things in the heavens shad call aul {) 
And on earth! Eee he 
But alas for the Unbelievers'*”* ue igh oy)! 
For a terrible Penalty 
(Their Unfaith will bring RS eS PY ai rile ey 
8. Those who love the life'*?* Sar thefts aileadady 
Of this world more than 9 aoe) Oped cy) © 
The Hereafter, who hinder 6 4 wAee. “24s set . 
(men) Aes 3 >)! 4 | 
From the Path of Allah ap LS 2 yo) apt 
And seek therein something lege l eos abl bce 
crooked; sda htene 
They are astray “AS gal al' 
By a long distance. Ad sil 





1869. For those mystic Letters see Introduction to S. 10. 


1870. It is insisted that every Prophet speaks not from himself but from Allah. His leading into the light 
is but by the Grace and Mercy of Allah, not by any power of his own, or by any merit of those who hear him 


1871. In this and the next verse where the sentence is completed, three qualities of Allah are mentioned, 
tit. , (1) His exalted position above all Creation; (2) His goodness, which entitles Him, and Him alone, to Praise; 
and (3) His Power in all heaven and earth, Thus He stands in no need of man’s worship; His goodness is all 
for the good of man (and His creatures); and His control over His creatures is complete; so He can carry out 
His Will and Plan, 


1872. See the last note. That being the case, in what a sad plight are those who reject the Faith and 
Grace offered to them, and draw down on themselves all the terrible consequence of that rejection —the Wrath 
to come! 


1873. The Unbelievers are here characterised in three ways: (1) they love this ephemera! life and its vanities 
More than the true Life which goes into the Hereafter; (2) they not only harm themselves but mislead others; 
($) their own crooked minds search for something crooked in Allah's straight Path (Cf 7:45). But in doing 
so, they go farther and farther from the Truth. 
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4. We sent not a messenger “ie 4 

Except (to teach) in the Jos Pare bL.5 Gs © 
language’*"* | wy’ +3 *- h ” 

Of his (own) people, in order feet ewer SCS 
To make (things) clear to them. ee 
Now Allah leaves straying ays 5S is in wai, A a 
Those whom He pleases or 
And guides whom He pleases:'*’* As (2° 
And He is Exalted in Power, AS Ss ually 
Full of Wisdom. 


(And the command), “Bring out 


5. Ble sent Moses with Our Signs iG Sle, wApliasasy Fo 


Of derknen inv gh, | ti GS ee sf 
And teach them to remember ca A due 

easy oor ag pre ar 

piso aie pry Haas, 

appreciative""”’ 5 Ans KS 

. Pl he copies otaliaes mind [Ae SS jyey IGS 


The favour of Allah to you e Soulews os eh 
When He delivered you'*?* Ss; 9 9 Sle cs outs ‘enema 
From the people of Pharaoh: ti 9¢ 

They set you hard tasks 2 Deco halts <r 
And punishments, slaughtered S¥ 7 vi om ye 
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1874. If the object of a Message is to make things clear, it must be delivered in the, language current 
among the people to whom the Messenger is sent. Through them it can reach all mankind, There is even 
a wider meaning for “language” It is not merely a question of alphabets, letters, or words. Each age or people—or 
world in a psychological sense —casts its thoughts in a certain mould or form. Allah's Message — being universal— 
¢an be expressed in all moulds and forms, and is equally valid and necessary for all grades of humanity, and 
must therefore be explained to each according to his or her capacity or receprivity. In this respect the Quris 
is marvellous. It is for the simplest as well as the most advanced 


1875. "Whom He pleases”: the usual expression for Mashrah, the universal Will and Plan, which is 
All ‘Wise and on the highest plane of goodness and righteousness. (Cf. 16:95). 


1876. “The Days of Allah”: the days when Allah's mercy was specially shown to them. Every day 
and every hour and minute, Allah's Grace flows to us abundantly, but there are special events in personal 
or pational history which may be commemorated as Red-letter Days, Those to the Israelites were set 
out in great detail in 2:30.61 and in other places 


1877. Sabbar is the intensive form, and includes all the ideas implied in Sabr (2:45 and n. 6 
and 2:153 n. 157) in an intensive degree. Shakir and Shakir have in them the idea of appreciation, recognition. 
gratitude as shown in deeds of goodness and righteousness. Both terms are applied to Allah as well as to men. 
A slight distinction in shades of meaning may be noted, Shakir implies that the appreciation is even for the 
smallest favours and response on the other side: it is mental attitude independent of specific facts, Skater 
implies bigger and more specific things. (Cf 35:30) 


1878, Cf 2:49. The reference back to Israel and Moses serves a double purpose —as an appeal to the 
People of the Book, and as a reminder to the Quraysh.of the favour now conferred on them by the coming 
among them of a greater Prophet than Moses. 
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Your sons, and let your womenfolk 


Live; therein was 


A tremendous trial from your 
Lord.” 


SECTION 2. 


7. d remember! your Lord 


aused to be declared (publicly): 


“If ye are grateful, I will 


Add more (favours) unto you; 
But if ye show ingratitude,*’* 


Truly My punishment 
Is terrible indeed.” 


8, And Moses said; “If ye 


Show ingratitude}*** ye and all 


On earth together—yet 
Is Allah Free of all wants,'**' 


Worthy of all praise. 


9. gies not the story 


ached you, (O people!), of those 


Who (went) before you?— 
Of the People of Noah, 

And ‘Ad, and Thamud?— 
And of those who (came) 


After them? None knows them"*** 


But Allah. To them came 


Messengers with Clear (Signs); 


But they put their hands'*** 


Up to their mouths, and said: 


“We do deny (the mission) 
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1879. (Cf 31:12). The various shades of meaning in Shakara are explained in n. 1877 above. Kafara implies: 
(1) to reject Faith, as in 2;6 and n. $0; (2) to be ungrateful for mercies and favours received, as here; (3) 
to resist Allah or Faith, as in 3:15; (4) to deny (the Signs of Allah), as in 5:21, or deny the mission of Messengers, 
as in 14:9. KG@fir in the most general sense may be translated “Unbeliever” 


1880. Ingratitude not only in feeling or words, but in disobedience, and willful rejection and rebellion. 
If the whole of you band together against Allah, you do not detract from Allah's power one atom, because 
Allah does not depend upon you for anything, and His goodness and righteousness and praiseworthiness cannot 


be called into question by your contumacy. 


1881. Cf 22:64, 29:6, 35:15, and 47:38. 


1882, Even the names of all the Prophets are not known to men, much less the details of their story. If 
some “news” of them (for the word translated “story” may also be translated “news") reaches us, it is to give 


us spiritual instruction for our own lives. 


1883. That is, either that the unbelievers metaphorically put their hands up to the mouths of the Prophets 
to try to prevent them from proclaiming their Message, or that the unbelievers put up their fingers to their 
own mouths, as much as to say “Don’t listen to them,” or bit their own fingers in token of incontinent rage, 
Whatever construction we adopt, the meaning is that they were intolerant of their prophets even as the Quraysh 
were intolerant of Al Mustafa and did all they could to suppress Allah's Truth. 
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On which ye have been sent, gel Ae 
And we are really ote = 7 
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n suspicious (disquieting) . Cr Ow 3 G5 
doubt 7 

As to that to which 4 Ae 2% 

Ye invite us.” ye 2 ee + 

10. Their messengers said: “Is there Des) ag kt cata Zi bo 

A doubt about Allah, 

The Creator of the heavens % i\< A 

And the earth? It is He i oscai wets 
Who invites you, in order 5) uted “$ re 
That He may forgive you “ 29 Put 4 oe) ta} * 
Your sins and give you ty 44 Ate 
Respite for a term appointed!" AEE Jo Sesh 
They said: “Ah! ye are Animce God % 

- No more than human, Syn ES Bf hp NaI NG 
Like ourselves! Ye wish pe PE 
To turn us away from 5 51G\ As 5 ae dgicee 
The (gods) our fathers aes 
Used to worship: then Ai “3G 6 

_ Bring us some clear authority.""*** 

ll, Their messengers said to them: e PADS PF oo dis gly 
“True, we are human fgets Y 
Like yourselves, but Allah vs pete | Bee OO GF 
Doth grant His grace. ai » J yp Sisal 
To such of His servants r eds pts a5 
As He pleases. It is not ORG naicoeee ey ae 
For us to bring you daplosinn codt) ys ail 
An authority except as Allah avlosb'¥) bes SA Ger sibs 
Permits. And on Allah Kor : 

. Gis ssir s447e 


Put their trust. 





1884. Cf 11:62. The distinction between Shakk and tayb may be noted, Shakk is intellectual doubt, a 
doubt as to fact; is it so, or is it not? Rayb is something more than intellectual doubt; a suspicion that there 
is fraud or deception; something that upsets your moral belief, and causes a disquiet in your soul. In 52:50, 
it is used as equivalent to “calamity” or “disaster”, some punishment or evil. Both kinds of doubts and suspicions 
are hinted at against Prophets of Allah (see also 54:54). 


1885. The Prophets (generally) clear both kinds of doubt. “You cannot doubt the existence of Allah! Behold 
His works! We are not speaking for ourselves or deceiving you. We speak according to the Message of inspiration 
from Allah.” Notice that the doubters had said to the Prophets: “Ye invite us” The Prophets say: “It is Allah 
Who invites you, and He does it to save you by His grace, and give you plenty of time (but not indefinite 
time) for penitence and amendment.” 


1886, Infidelity is illogical and argues in a circle. If the Prophet speaks of Allah, the Unbeliever say, 
"You are only a man!” “But I speak from Allah!" "Oh well! Our ancestral ways of worship are good enough 
for us! What if they are wrong?” “What authority have you for saying so?” “The highest authority, that 
from Allah!" And so we come back full circle! Then the wicked rely on violence, but it recoils on them, and 
they perish. 
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12, “No reason have we why AO NTS or 
We should not put our trust jas3 NG ey 0) 


On Allah. Indeed He 


Cy DS 47 84 at 47 
Has guided us to the Ways CLE 5 15) ail fe 
We (follow). We shall certainly Sin set line Pte 
Bear with patience all etl arate 5 
The hurt you may cause us. 
For those who put their trust SI Nea ane rie. 


Should put their trust on Allah.” 


SECTION 3. 


18. d the Unbelievers said SI PTS Ate 
® their messengers: “Be sure ee ae NI6; Grp 


We shall drive you out hte eg” -0Se 
Of our land, or ye shall : : ast § : ASS a) 
Return to our religion,”""" ne 
But their Lord inspired Cis seri 
(This Message) to them: : 

$$ i 42 Les rae a “ ot 
Verily We shall cause | rolls : Ns soealesG 


The wrongdoers to perish! 


14. “And verily We shall 44 - as 
Cause you to abide eases NiNSe at; sp 


In the land, and succeed them. 


This for such as fear'*** 135 Vat oe fed 5 
The ‘Titne.when they. shall stand es eee) 
Before My tribunal—such 4a 
As fear the Punishment Aes ley 
denounced.” 
15. But they sought victory and Ae yt a 
decision'*** only 
(There and then), and frustration ey 
Was the lot of every ek KS \e anes 
Powerful obstinate transgressor’**° tnt, a eae 





1887, The arguments in a circle were explained in the last note, But Infidelity looks upon argument merely 
asan amusement. Its chief weapon is physical force. As its only belief is in materialism, it thinks that threats 
of force will put down the righteous. It offers the choice between exile and violence against conformity to 
its own standards of evil, which it thinks to be good. But Faith is not to be cowed down by Force. Its source 
of srength is Allah, and it receives the assurance that violence will perish ultimately by violence, and that 
Faith and Goodness must stand and be established; In fact the good must inherit the earth and the evil ones 
be blotted out. 


1888. “Fear” means here “have present before their minds something which should cause fear, so that 
they should shape their conduct in order to avoid the ill consequences of wickedness.” 


1889. Cf 8:19. | have assumed that “they” in this verse is the same as “them” in the preceding verse, 

ie, the ungodly. Hoping for victory, they forced a decision, and they got it—against themselves. Or they 

a punishment, and it came in good time Some Commentators construc “they” here to mean “the 

Prophets”; in that case the verse would mean: “The Prophets prayed for a victory and decision, and the ungodly 
were frustrated in their efforts to suppress the Truth.” 


1890. Cf. 11:59. 


Sirah 14: Ibrahim 608 CA ete Eb 


16, In front of such a one we te ae 
ls Hell, and he is given pobre g lauye Bids ngrnsslisee fs) 
For drink, boiling fetid water. 
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Created the heavens and the earth | Lil hea 3 i): 
_In Truth?" If He so will, tte es ss 
He can remove you Ben yaya! 
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Leo A graphic and dewrrent picture. from the preaching of the earlier Prophets, of unreliewed harco 
of the termenes of Hell) The dost of escape by ennibilation js also chard te whem (Cf 2126 anc $424). 


io? Nove the fulness of the parable. “The works of the angeldy are le chvemaelved light ail wniicbaearalal 
like ashes they are the wselem rubbish that remaine out of the faculves and oppertunitics which they have 
misused by burning them up. Further, the ashes ire blown abet hithe and thither hy the wind: che ungodly 
have no compass, direction, or purpose that) can sand?) The wind; too, hich bles on them eno ordinate 
wind, nor the day on which they seek to enjoy the fruiss of their labours an ordinary tranquil day « furiou 
gale ty blowing, for euch tithe Wrath of Allah. They have neither internal peace nor external gain, Ip the 
scattering of the ashes they lose control even of uch things as they might have carned bur fer wheir ilacderda. 
Their whole nature is contaminaed. All their wishes go astray. They are carried so far, far ‘away from whut 
wat.on their minds, What did ibeyaim at. and what did they achieve? 


1694. Mogg: Truth, Right. Righteousmes. “True. proportions. Realiry, Allah's creation ia mgt oo be oriflied 
with. tw built on rightesospem, and uber who do notobey ite lawn must give place to othem who de, The 
warming  fepeated again and apain‘in history and im-revelation. Cf 6:75 


14. Minis: great, mighty, mmcellent, powerful, rare, precions. 
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SECTION 4. 


22. And Satan will say aera i 
When the matter is decided:'*”’ 


“It was Allah Who gave you . Blass eke 5s 
A promise of Truth: I too 


Promised, but | failed te Ve ede Be ver 
In my ae sven. kicase seats 


I had no authority over you a3 96 a5 “c <j) SAP Bie 
Except to call you, but ye GB E50 ek uw 
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1895. When the time for judgement comes, there are two kinds of disillusionment waiting for the ungodly, 
(1) Those who were misled and failed to see that cach soul bears its own personal responsibility (2154) and 
cannot shift it on to others, will carn to those who misled them, in the hope that they might intercede for 
thern or do something to help them. They receive a plain answer as in the latter part of this verse: (2) Those 
who relied on Satan, the Power of Evil. His answer (in 14:22 below) is frank, cynical and brural. 


1896. Those whose power or specious intelligence or influence misled them—such as false’ priests or 
leaders —will find themselves in a perilous state. How can they help others? They themselves failed to profit 
2 OP sm UR el gia i inky iii lig apn pa 
followed it themselves! 


2050: sAlher-sle Sndiguisiahsieihadablerse: iil ln:ini:twun coheden Béankiy Je dele: dctabeed yoin- Tile 
promise of Allah was true, but you believed me rather than Allah. | had no power to foree you. I had but 
to call you, and you came running after me. You must blame yourselves. Did you think I was equal with Allah? 
1 know too well that | was not and never could be. If you did wrong, you must suffer the Penalty, 


1898. See the last note. An alternative interpretation of this sentence may be; “I had already beforehand 
rebelled against Allah with Whom ye associated me.” 
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23. Sut those who believe 
nd work righteousness 


610 Abie: eae 


oA Fae 


{4 z;\ 


Will be admitted to Gardens 
Beneath which rivers flow— 
To dwell therein for aye 
With the leave of their Lord. 
Their greeting therein 

Will be: “Peace!"'*”* 


sae te rs 5A 


A172 OPS 
~ Koes 
kage teal 


24. Seest thou not how. AU Sel 4 
Ailah ‘sets forth a’ parable?— SONS 
A goodly Word’ 
Like a goodly tree, 
Whose root is firmly fixed, 
And its branches (reach) 
To the heavens— 


25. It brings forth its fruit?” OP en FR, cee # os 
Ae-all eines bythe fetve dr dibine S Ylaelay .O) 
Of its Lord. a, Be 
So Allah sets forth parables ols SEA Val 2. pia 9 
For men, in order that 
They may receive admonition. 


are 


Seale i 
Rp tre ab hens I) 
x7 iad 


26. And the parable 
Of an evil Word 


Is that of an evil tree: - en OF 
It is torn up by the root 279) By oto A> 
From the surface of the earth: yeaa, 
It. has. no stability!" Newl 





1899. How this contrasts with the misery and mutual self-recrimination of the ungodly! 


1900. “Goodly word” is usually interpreted as the Divine Word, the Divine Message, the True Religion. 
It may also be interpreted in a more general sense as a word of truth, a word of goodness or kindness, which 
follows from a (rue appreciation of Religion. For Religion includes our duty to Allah and our duty to man. 
The “evil word” is opposite to this: false religion, blasphemy, false speech, or preaching or teaching unkindnes 
and wrongdoing. (R). 


1901. The goodly tree is known for: (1) its beauty: it gives pleasure to all who see it: (2) its stability; « 
remains firm and unshaken in storms, because its roots are firmly fixed in the earth; (4) its wide compass 
its branches reach high, and it catches all the sunshine from heaven, and gives shade to counties birds in 
its branches and men and animals beneath it, and (4) its abundant fruit, which it yields at all times. So is 
the Good Word. It is as beautiful as it is true, [t abides in all changes and chances of this life, and even beyond 
(see verse 27 below); it is never shaken by sorrow or what seems to us calamity; its roots are deep down in 
the bedrock facts of life. Its reach is universal; above, around, below: it is illuminated by the divine light 
from heaven, and its consolation reaches countless beings of all grades of life. Its fruit-—the enjoyment of in 
blessings—is not confined to one season or one set of circumstances; furthermore the fortunate man who is 
the vehicle of that word has no self-pride: he attributes all its goodness, and his act in spreading it, to the 
Will and Leave of Allah. Cf the New Testrment Parable of the Sower, (Matt, 15:1-9, Mark 421-9), or of the 
Mustard-seed (Matt. 15:$1-42). In this Parable of the Qur'an there are fewer words and more spiritual meaning, 
and the emphasis is on more essential things. 


1902. The evil tree is the opposite of the goodly tree. The parallelism of contrast can be followed out 
in all the details of the last note. 
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27, Allah will establish in strength aaa Sess hee 
Those who believe, with the Word Jali ley Naalo a 
That stands firm, in this world is, HR JL ale pot eM) ce 
And in the Hereafter; but Allah ape 3 en ala 
Will leave, to stray, those 


Who do wrong: Allah doeth ALSu aae ‘\aiog < rok Nel ‘ o 
What he willeth!9 eLesleail Jats ail Lies 


C. 118.—But the evil not only choose evil 
(14:28-52.) For themselves but mislead others 

To perdition. The godly should learn 
From the Signs of Allah all around them, 
And be on their guard against all 
That is false. So Abraham prayed 
Not only for his posterity, but for all: 
For he foresaw the universality 
Of Allah's Message in Islam. 
That leads to the sublime doctrine 
Of Oneness, which will be seen 
In its fulness on the Great Day 
When a new Earth and a new Heaven 
Will proclaim the end of Evil 
And the adjustment of all this life's accounts. (R). 


SECTION 5. 
28. Fiast thou not turned oat urs =\) it 
y vision to those who! us Bhp oS 
Have changed the favour of Allah the cap pe thor 
Into blasphemy and caused |S ail ocaas | oy 
Their people to descend PT IS 
To the House of Perdition?— 3's Nae Stic; 
29. Into Hell? They will burn vate <i a Aouen 
Therein—an evil place ic | Wage lads ap 
To stay in! 





1908. His Will and Plan may be above comprehension but will prevail over all things. It is not like the 
will of man, who may plan good things but is not necessarily able to carry them out. 


1904. There is a particular and a general meaning. The particular meaning is understood to be a reference 
to the Makkan Pagans who turned the House of Allah into a place for the worship of horrible idols and the 
practice of unseemly rites and cults. There is no real difficulty in accepting this as part of a late Makkan 
Sirah even without supposing it to be a prophecy. The Makkan Pagans had turned Religion into a 
superstition, and were misguiding their people, persecuting the true Messenger of Allah and all who followed 
his teaching. Their cup of iniquity seemed about full, and they seemed to be heading to perdition, as later 
events indeed showed to be the case. 

The general meaning is also clear. Selfish men, when they seize power, want worship for themselves or 
their Phantasies, in derogation of the true God. Power, which should have been an instrument of good, becomes 
in their hands an instrument of evil. They and their people rush headlong to perdition. “These be thy gods, 
O Israel!” has been a cry repeated again and again in history, in the face, or at the back, of men of God! 
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80. And they set up (idols) “Rata ree 
As equal to Allah, to mislead oo = © 
(Men) from the Path! Say: 


“Enjoy (your brief power)! <A pr nee 
But veril y ye are making “444, o4 $172°% 
Straightway for Hell!” Ju) totes Spies 

$1. ak to my servants a EM ee 
fhe haw bored Asse O 
That they may establish EA ts FA RaAY 
Regular prayers, and spend 9! ac pales 
(In charity) out of the oset SHA bbe 

Sustenance!’** rt \ yaa y 

We have given them, ray i 
Secretly and openly, before a aes Ve 
The coming of a Day a) Sle f 
In which there will be Sys 
Neither mutual bargaining” vasa 
Nor befriending. ‘ist 948 yoo 

32. Jr is Allah Who hath created Feed pe fs 
The heavens and the earth 2 Se iit 
And sendeth down rain Av Ki td A eo aw, i 
From the skies, and with it ms dhs Dy) 
Bringeth out fruits wherewith Z < if uk 
To feed you: it is He seaege si 
Who hath made the ships subject eat if 
To you, that they may sail ISS BL 


Through the sea by His E : 
Command; Tot + 





1905, Putting ourselves back in the position which the Muslim community found themselves in Makkah 
just before the Hijrah, we can imagine how much encouragement and consolation they needed from the 
preaching, the Faith, and the steadfast character of Al Mustafa. Intolerant persecution was the order of the 
day; neither the life nor the property or reputation of the Muslims was safe. They are asked to find strength 
and tranquillity in prayer and in helping each other according to their needs and resources. 


1906. Here, as elsewhere, “Sustenance” is to be taken in the literal as well as che metaphorical sense. There 
were many among the Muslims who were poor, or slaves, or depressed, because they were deprived of the mean 
of livelihood on account of their Faith. They were to be fed, clothed, and sheltered, by those who had means. 
There were those who were ignorant and needed spiritual sustenance: they were to be taught and strengthened 
by those to whom Allah had given knowledge and firmness of character. Charity was to be ordinarily secret, 
so as to cut out all show or parade, and perhaps also lest the enemy should dry up those sources by unprincipied 
violence; but there must be much that had to be open and organised, so that all the needy could know where 
to go to be relieved, 


1907, The great Day of Reckoning would be one on which all values would be changed. Wealth. u 
understood in this world, would no longer count. Should we not therefore use any wealth we have in this life, 
to give here and receive there? Bay’ includes all bargaining—barter, purchase and sale, etc, In this world, 
where wealth has some value, let us spend it and get for ourselves “treasures in heaven.” In the next life cach 
man will sand on his merits and personal responsibility, One man cannot help another. Let us here help each 
other to become truce and righteous, so that our personal account may be favourable there. 
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And the rivers (also) AN s PSs 
Hath He made subject to you." 


$3. And He hath made subject VA -t e 
To you the sun and the moon,”* res 
Both diligently pursuing ero nad ¥> pet 
Their courses: and the Night cnuls pally, pao ll 


And the Day hath He (also) ty ‘- fest pr 
Made subject to you. rer \5 ‘ait thet Ze 


34. And He giveth you sat Ze 
Of all that ye ask for!™ epellat Jee le 
But if ye count the favours $5 oye L512 
Of Allah, never will ye eed violin ds. 5 
Be able to number them. >. . 
Verily, man is given up aren juts Bos viz 


To injustice and ingratitude!*" 


, SECTION 6. 
35. etabcE-Abpiicem eaid™* = | Crete cee ticce act 
O my Lord! make this city BANGS SSS aS Lo &2 TO: 


1908. We must realise that behind all of our strength, skill, and intelligence there is the power and goodness 
of Allah, Who gave us all these things. Man can understand and control the forces of nature so as to bring 
them to his own service: he can only do so, because (1) he has got these gifts from Allah, and (2) Allah has 
fixed definite laws in nature, of which he can take advantage by Allah's command and permission, He has 
been made Vicegerent on earth (2:50): Allah commanded the highest creatures to bow down to Adam (2:54). 
Man, by Allah's command, can use rain to produce food for himself: make ships to gail the seas: use rivers 
as highways, and cut canals for traffic and irrigation. Not only this, but even the heavenly bodies can (by 
Allah's command) contribute to his needs (see next verse). 

1909. The sun gives out heat, which is the source of all life and energy on this planet, and produces 
the seasons of the year, by utilising which, man can supply his needs, not only material, but immaterial in 
the shape of light, health, and other blessings. The sun and the moon together produce tides, and are responsible 
for atmospheric changes which are of the highest importance in the life of man. The succession of Day and 
Night is due to the apparent daily course of the sun through the skies; and the cool light of the moon performs 
other services different from those of warm daylight. Because there are laws here, which men can understand 
and calculate, he can use all such things for his own service, and in that sense the heavenly bodies are themselves 
made subject to him by Allah's command, 

1910. Sincere and true prayer in faith is answered by Allah» Thus He gives us everything which a wise 
and benevolent Providence can give: 

1911. I have tried to render the intensive forms of the Arabic by what | consider their near equivalent 
here: the phrase “given up to injustice and ingratitude’ suggests habitual ignorance of just values and ingratitude 
for the innumerable gifts and favours which Allah has showered on mankind. 

1912. The Prayer of Abraham, the True in Faith, the progenitor of the Semitic peoples and the Prototype 
of their Religion, is introduced in this place, to illustrate the points referred to in the preceding section 14:51-34, 
wz,, how the new Revelation. through the Ka’bah bears out the universal Revelation of Prayer and Charity, 
Love of Allah and man, recognition of Allah's handiwork in nature, and insistence on man's turning away 
from false worship and ingratitude to Allah. Notice the four divisions into which it falls: (1) verses 55-36 are 
spoken by Abraham as on his own behalf ("O my Lord!"); (2) verse 57-38 are spoken on behalf of his progeny 
(0 our Lord!") but with special reference to the elder branch, the children of ism&M; (5) verses $9-40 are again 
a personal appeal, but both branches of his family, viz. , the sons of IsmaTl and Isaac, are expressly mentioned; 
(4) verse 41 is a Prayer for himself, his parents, and al) Believers, typifying that in the universality of Islam 
all nations are to be blessed. Jerusalem, for the Mosaic Law and the Gospel of Jesus, was the centre and symbol 
for the Jews, though. of course all Allah's Truth is universal; Makkah, the centre of the Arabs, was to throw 
off its cribal character and become universal in spite of the Makkans themselves. 
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One of peace and security: eS BU Meee 
And preserve me and my sons AICS Soe goals El 
From worshipping idols." 

36. “O my Lord! they have indeed an eo a Oo Oe es 
Led astray many among mankind; CON SQLS orl e 
He then who follows my (ways) i Se oS PPO 8T FFs 
Is of me, and he that sliacy GeOb Grice 


Disobeys me—but Thou 


Art indeed Oft-Forgiving, a 
Most Merciful. Prt) Ae iy 
37. “O our Lord! I have made yell uses Kits 
Some of my offspring to dwell Sr ES NNES o 
In a valley without cultivation!’ hie 
By Thy Sacred House; tare Donde S272 ay 
In order, O our Lord, that they ake 1 
May establish regular Prayer: Masks 5 3 All Fear a 
So fill the hearts of some . 7 
Among men with love nai | ar: Sys sole i942 Epi Ap 
And feed them with Fruits:'** o Pr eechin Ehitte 
So that they may give thanks. ZK Segidio’ 2s). 
38. “O our Lord! truly Thou A yties nat eae 7G (is 
Dost know what we conceal 2 SOAS UES nO) 
And what we reveal: i sk Cae 
For nothing whatever is hidden ee al Seo pely 
From Allah, whether on earth PRIUS 
_Or in heaven!*"* Abéa\ sy 2 
39. “Praise be to Allah. Who hath os a oad 
Granted unto me in old age NESS sae tyres) &} 


Isma‘il and Isaac: for truly ated gga sing rortenes 
My Lord is He, the Hearer so \ 
Of Prayer? SANG 70h Smee) ja 





1913. Of 2:125429. Abraham (with Ism4fl) built the Ka‘bah, and Abraham asks a blessing on his 
handiwork and forgivness for such lapses into idolatry as both branches of his family might fall into, 


1914. The Makkan valley is enclosed by hills on all sides, unlike Madinah, which has level cultivated 
plains, But just because of its natural isolation, it is fitted to be a centre for prayer and praise. 


1915. Cf 2126, and n. 128.(The “Fruits” are there explained). The righteous, though they have to have 
sustenance, both in a literal and figurative sense, require also the love and sympathy of their fellow-men. 

1916. In Abraham's prophetic mind was the secret and open enmity or contempt which the Children of 
Israel were'té hive for the Children of Ism{fl (Arabs). pa darian naaarens Naren frantonne nice 
as indeed they were, except a small remnant. 


1917. Abraham was 100 years old when Isaac was born (Gen. 21:5); and as Isma‘il was 15 years old when 
Abraham was 99, (Gen. 17:24-25), Isma‘ll was also a son of his father's old age. having been born when 
Abraham was 86 years old. The younger son's progeny developed the Faith of Israel and that of Christ; the 
elder son's progeny perfected the more universal Faith of Islam, the Faith of Abraham the True. 


Sirah 14: Ibrahim 615 Caab ligt, Fees 


40. “O my Lord! make me Re onl as 

One who establishes regular a phia)| pnterglan! 5 
Prayer, c ses 

Among my offspring'”"* 

O our. Lord! {Ach 6 oak 

And accept Thou my Prayer. AES LESS 

41. “O our Lord!"** cover (us)'*?° ones ete 1a 
With Thy Forgiveness —me, Gal's yd Ae La dary 
My parents,'*** and (all) Believers, APP th a ae: 
On the Day that the Reckoning Clos)! ¢ gs ax Spell 3 
Will be established!"""? 

SECTION 7. 

42, Think not that Allah NPY ree 
Doth not heed the deeds pes, OD 
Of those who do wrong. PM ae OMe. 
He but giveth them respite Soya do wks 
Against a Day when ato digy BAW me 
The eyes will fixedly stare my Pe ney fape gee] 

In horror — 

43. They are running forward oe <= oy er L re 
With necks outstretched, ro % As © 
Their heads uplifted, their gaze OPEL Se Gel oF 
Returning not towards them, pery meee 
And their hearts a (gaping) 1 oft... 

void!!8 “Alp ep acsls 





1918. Abraham prays for both branches of his family, having a wider vision than some of the later Children 
of Israel. 


' 


1919. Read again-n. 1912 above. Having prayed for his progeny; Abraham now prays for Allah's Grace 
on himself, his parents, and the whole Brotherhood of Faith, irrespective of family or race or time, to be perfected 
in the ideal of Islam. 


1920. For the shades of meaning in the different words for forgiveness, see n, 110 to 2-109. 


1921. My parents. Abrahams father was an idolater (43;26; 6:74). Not only that, but he persecuted the 
Faith of Unity and threatened Abraham with stoning and exile (19:46); and he and his people cast him into 
the Fire to be burned (21:52, 68). Yet Abraham's heart was tender, and he prayed for forgiveness for his father 
because of a promise which he made (9;114), though he renounced the land of his fathers (Chaldea). 


1922. At the final Reckoning, all that may seem inequality or injustice in this world will be redressed. 
But the merits of the best of us will need Allah's Grace to establish us in that lasting felicity which is promised 
_ <a li ea a ce tape prayed for all—for the Universal Faith perfected 
in Islam, 


1925. A picture of horror The evil ones, when they realise the situation, will be dazed: their eyes will 
stare without expression, and never move back; their necks will be outstretched; their heads uplifted in terror 
of the Judgement from on High; and their hearts become empty of all hope or intelligence as the physical 
heart might become empty of blood when circulation stops. In this state they will press forward to Judgement. 
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44. 


45. 


46. 


47. 


49. 


Ibrahim - 


So warn mankind 

Of the Day when the Wrath 
Will reach them: then will 
The wrongdoers say: “Our Lord! 
Respite us (if only) 

For a short Term: we will 
Answer Thy Call, and follow 
The messengers!” 

“What! were ye not wont 

To swear aforetime that ye 
Should suffer no decline?'*** 


“And ye dwelt in the dwellings 
Of men who wronged their own 
Souls; ye were clearly shown 
How We dealt with them; 

And We put forth (many) Parables 
In your behalf!” 


Mighty indeed were the plots 
Which they made, but their plots 
Were (well) within the sight 

Of Allah, even though they were 
Such as to shake the hills! 


Never think that Allah would fail 
His m in His promise: 
For Allah is Exalted in Power — 
The Lord of Retribution. 


. One day the Earth will be 
to a different Earth, 
And so will be the Heavens,'*** 
And (men) will be marshalled 
Forth, before Allah, the One, 
The Irresistible; 


And thou wilt see 
The Sinners that day 
Bound together in fetters—*** 
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1924. Zawal = decline from the zenith, as that of the sun; decline from the highest point reached by 
a heavenly body in its course through the sky. The ungodly are apt to think that their power will remain in 
the ascendant, on account of some material advantages given them temporarily by Allah, but they are constantly 
receiving warnings in history and revelation and from the example of others before them. There is a warning 
to the contemporary Pagan Makkans here; but the warning is perfectly general, and for all time. 


1925. "A new earth and a new heaven” refers to the entirely changed conditions at the end of things » 
we know them. Cf 20:105-107. $9:67-69, 84:5. (R). 


1926. Cf. 36:8, 60:71. 69:30. (Eds.). 
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50. Their garments'**’ of liquid RG ee ey (Oe es 
witch! hit el 
And their faces covered with Fire; A bi | pli erates 
DUN gts (nis 
51. That Allah may requite °“,+-¢ Zz 0 site 
Each soul according FOS) eo ailGioes Sy 
To its deserts;'**" +? 3s 
And verily Allah is Swift csi Seer | 
In calling to account.'"*” 
os " { Ati s Sit Pac her 
52. eS le aa for mankind: er Estas pac C3) 
And let them know that He , PPS Ad MCh stan 
Is (no other than) One God:!""_ | tall ao'94)) Lai, 
Let men of understanding 2 Pik h Hee 
Take heed. ITISSOG 


1927. Sirba@l; plural,Sarab7/: a garment or coat of mail, breast plate; something covering the most vital 
parts of the body; like the shirt or the Indian Aurta. 


1928. Qatrrin: black pitch, a resinous substance exuding from certain kinds of trees like the terebinth 
or the pines, or distilled from wood or coal, It catches fire readily, Issuing from the upper garments (Sara dil) 
the flames soon cover the face, the most expressive part of man’s essence or being, The metaphor of fetters 
(n, 1926) is now changed to that of pitch, which darkens and sets on fire the soul of man. 


1929, Its deserts; 4.¢,, according to what it earned by its own acts, good or evil, in its life of probation. 


19530. Suuft en calling into account, We understand this in two significations., (1) Let not the wicked think 
that because Allah, out of His infinite grace and mercy, grants respite, therefore the retribution will be slow 
in coming. When the time comes in accordance with Allah's Plan and Wisdom, the retribution will come 
so swiftly that the ungodly will be surprised and they will wish they could get more respite (14:44,). (2) On 
the great Day of Reckoning, let it not be supposed that, because there will be millions of souls to be judged, 
there will be any delay in judgement as in a human tribunal, It will be a new world and beyond the flight 
of Time. Or if a metaphor from time as we conceive it in this world can be taken, it will be as it were in 


a twinkling of an cye (16:77). 


1931. Here is another aspect of the Truth of Unity. Allah being One, all justice is of ome standard, for 
Truth is one, and we see it as soon as the scales of phenomenal diversity fall from our cyes. The one true 
Reality chen emerges. Blessed are those who treasured this Truth in their souls already in their life of probation. 
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INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 15—AL HIJR 


This is the last of the six Surahs of the Alif, Lam, Ra series (10 to 15). Iv place in chronology is 
the late Makkan period, probably somewhere near the middle of that period, See Introduction to S, 10, 
where will be found also an indication of the general subject matter of the whole series in the gradation 
of Quranic teaching. 


The special subject matter of this Surah is the protection of Allah's Revelation and Allah’ 
Truth. Evil arose from Pride and the warping of man’s will, but Allah's Mercy is the antidote, 
as was proved in the case of Abraham and Lot, and might have been proved by the people of 
the Aykah and the Hijr if they had only attended to Allah's "Signs". The Qur'an, beginning with 
the Seven Oft-Repeated Verses, is the precious vehicle for the praises of Allah. 


_ Summary —Allah will guard His Revelation, in spite of the cavils of the Unbelievers: Allah 
is the source of all things; He knows His own people, whom He will gather to Himself (15:1-25, 
and C, 119). 


How Evil arose through the pride of Iblis, to whom a respite was granted for a period; 
but neither fear nor evil affect those who receive Allah's Message (15:26-50, and C. 120). 


The Mercy of Allah to Abraham was conveyed by the same messengers that were sent to 
destroy the people of Lot for their unspeakable crimes; Evil brought its retribution also on the 
Companions of the Wood (Al Aykah) and of the Rocky Tract (4/ Hijr) (15:51-84, and C. 121). 


“The Qur'an and its Surahs teach you to celebrate Allah's praises, learn humility in worship, 
and serve Allah all your life (15:85-99, and C. 122). 
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Strah 15. 
Al Hijri jal cgay 
In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, ena ‘ 
. - a 
Most Merciful. 4 , ; 
Ra. These are ese esials J 
pula yar"? 4 Revelation — ase tars als 5 0: 
Of a Qur'an . anares 
That makes things clear!" syle 
C, 119, — Allah's Truth makes all things clear, and He 
(15:1-25.) Will guard it. But His Signs are not | 
For those who mock, Who fails to see 
The majesty, beauty, order, and harmony 
Blazoned in His Creation, and His goodness 
To all His creatures, in the heavens 
And on earth? With Him are the sources 
Of all things, and He doth freely give 
His gifts in due measure. He holds 
The keys of Life and Death, and He will remain 
When all else passes away. 
2 in and again will those i Nees 
. ur > 
o disbelieve, wish that they satrap hg 
Had bowed (to Allah's Will) 4 4 Df 45 
In Islam!#** Cel al 55) 
8. Leave them alone, to enjoy'*** tet Ak ta 
(The good things of this life) Ick 253 





1931-A, See nn. 2002 and 2003 for an explanation of Al Hjr. 

1982. For these mystic letters, see Introduction to Sirah 10. 

1988. Cf 10:1. and n. 1382, 

1954. Note how appropriately the different phrases in which the Qur'an is characterised: bring out its 
different aspects as a Revelation. Let us just consider the phrases used at the beginning of the six Alif, Lam, 
Mim Sirahs of which this is the last in order of arrangement. In 10;] we read, “Ayat (or verses or Signs) 
of the Book of Wisdom’, the theme being the wonders of Allah's creation, and its relation to His Revelation. 
In 1:) we read, “a Book, with verses basic or fundamental, further explained in detail”; the theme is Allah's 
Justice and Punishment, to preserve the fundamental scheme of His Laws. In 12:1 we read, “The Symbols 
(or verses) of the Perspicuous Book”: the wonderful unfolding of Allah's Plan is explained in Joseph's story. 
In 18:1 we read, “The Signs (or verses) of the Book": the contrasts in the modes of Allah's Revelation and 
its reception by man are pointed out, but not illustrated by detailed examples as in Joseph's perspicuous story, 
In 14:) we read’ "A Book... revealed. . to lead. . .out of. . darkness into light”: the theme being Abraham's 
prayer for man to be rescued from the darkness of false worship into the light of Unity. Here in 15:1 we read, 
“Ayit (or verses) of Revelation—of a Qur'in that makes things clear (or perspicuous)"; the theme being an 
explanation of evil, and how Allah's Truth is protected from it, 

1985. The time must inevitably come when those who allow themselves to be deceived by falsehood or 
deliberately break Allah's Law will find themselves in a terrible plight. They will then wish ardently and again 
and again, that they had sought Allah's Will and walked in the light of Truth. That time may be early or 
late—in this life, or death, or at the Day of Judgement, but it must come, Man's own highest interest requires 
that he should awake to the Reality before it is too late for repentance. 

1956. Literally, "to eat”, Cf 5:66 and n. 776. 
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1937. The foolish and the wicked set great store by the pleasures of this world. In their pride they chink 
they have all knowledge. In the fulness of knowledge they will see how wrong they were. Meanwhile those who 
have received the Light should not for a single moment wonder at the apparent prosperity of the ungodly 
in this world. They should leave them alone, confident in the goodness and justice of Allah. 

1958. Kitab ma Tam: literally, “a writing known”, There are many shades of meaning implied. (1) For 
every people, as for every individual, there is a definite Term assigned: their faculty of choice gives them the 
opportunity of moulding their will according to Allah's Will, and thus identifying themselves with Allah's Universal 
Law, During that Term they will be given plenty of rope: after that Term is past, there will be no opportunity 
for repentance. (2) Neither the righteous nor the ungodly can hasten or delay the doom: Allah's Will mus 
prevail, and He is All-Wise. ($) The destruction of a people is not an arbitrary punishment from Allah: the 
people bring it on themselves by their own choice: for the fixed Law or Decree of Allah is always made known 
to them beforehand, and in many ways. 


1989. Cf 7.54. Also see the last note 

1940. Al Mustafa was accused by the ungodly of being mad or possessed, because he spoke of higher 
things than they knew, and acted from motives purer and nobler than they could understand. So, in a minor 
degree, is the lot of all che righteous in the presence of an ungodly world, Their motives, actions, words, hopes, 
and aspirations are unintelligible to their fellows, and they are accused of being mad or out of their senses, 
But they know that they are on the right path, and it is the ungodly who are really acting against their own 
beat interests. 

1941. Cf 6:8-9 and notes 840, 841. On the part of the unbelievers, this is a mere taunt. They neither 
believe in Allah nor in angels nor in revelation nor in any but material things. It is ridiculous to suppow 
that they could be taken seriously, (see also 41:44). 


1942. Angels are not sent down to satisfy the whim or curiosity of the unbelievers, They are sent to bring 
inspiration to Allah's messengers and to execute Allah's decrees. 

1948. If the angels were to appear before the ungodly, it would mean that they came to execute jus 
punishment, and then there would be no hope of respite possible for the ungodly. 
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1944. The purity of the text of the Qur'an through fourteen centuries is a foretaste of the eternal care 
with which Allah's Truth is guarded through all ages All corruptions, inventions, and accretions pass away, 
but Allah's Pure and Holy Truth will never suffer eclipse even though the whole world mocked at it and was 
bent on destroying it. (R). . 


1945. Shiya’ plural of Shvah = a sect, a religious division. Mankind sees fragments of Truth at‘a time, 
and is apt to fall into fragments and divisions. All true Messengers of Allah come to reconcile these fragments 
or divisions, for they preach the true Gospel of Unity. So came Al Mustafa to bring back to Unity the many 
jarring sects among the Jews, Christians, and Pagans. His mission was held up to ridicule, but so was the mission 
of his predecessors. Mockery itself should not discourage the preachers of Truth. 


1946. If evil and disbelief exist in the world, we must not be impatient or lose our faith. We must recognise 
that if such things are permitted, they are part of the Universal Plan and purpose of Allah, Who is All-Wise 
and All-Good, but Whose wisdom and goodness we cannot fully fathom. One consolation we have, and that 
is stated in the next verse and the next note, 


1947. Sects, divisions, and systems invented by men tend to pass away, but Allah's pure Truth of Unity 
endures forever. This we see in history when we study it on a large scale. Cf. the parable in 14:24-26, Khalat: 
I have translated it here in the same sense as in 13:30, 10:102, and other places. Some Commentators give 
it a slightly different shade of meaning. The other meaning is seen in 48:25. 


1948. Cf 6:35. The spiritual kingdom is open to all to enter. But the entrance is not a mere matter of 
physical movement. It is a question of total change of heart. Evil must cease to be evil, before it can see or 
enjoy Good. If we could suppose Evil, like Bottom the weaver, to be “translated” or in some way carried up 
to Heaven, it would only think that the Truth was an illusion and the reality mere witchery, The taint isin 
its very nature, which must be purified and rendered fit for the reception of light, truth, and bliss. 
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1949. Evil having been described, not as an external thing, but as a taint of the soul, we have in this 
section a glorious account of the purity and beauty of Allah’s Creation. Evil is a blot on it, not a normal 
feature of it. Indeed, the normal feature is the guard which Allah has put on it, to protect it from evil. 


1950. In the countless millions of stars in the universe which we see, the first step in our astronomical 
knowledge is to find marvellous order, beauty, and harmony, on a scale of grandeur which we appreciate more 
and more as our knowledge increases. The first broad belt that we distinguish is the Zodiac, which marks 
the sun's path through the heavens year after year and the limit of the wanderings of the moon and the plane, 
We make twelve divisions of it and call them Signs of the Zodiac, Each marks the solar path through the 
heavens as we see it, month after month. We can thus mark off the seasons in our solar year, and expres 
in definite laws the most important facts in meteorology, agriculture, seasonal winds, and tides. Then there 
are the mansions of the moon, the mapping out of the Constellations, and other marvellous facts of the heavens, 
some of which affect our physical life on this carth. But the highest lessons we can draw from them are spiritual, 
The author of this wonderfal Order and Beauty is One, and He alone is entitled to our worship (C/ 25:61), 


195}, Taking the physical heavens, we can imagine the supreme melody or harmony—the Music of the 
Spheres— guarded from every disturbing force. If by any chance any rebellious force of evil seeks to obtain, 
by stealth, a sound of that harmony to which all who make themselves consonant are freely invited, it is pursued 
by a shooting star, for there can be no consonance between evil and good. 


1952. Rayim: driven away with stones, rejected, accursed, Cf 3:36. 

1958. Cf. 72:8-9, (Eds). | 

1954. A shooting star appears to be meant, Cf 37:10. 

1955. Majesty, order, beauty, and harmony are shown in all Allah's Creation, but especially in che heavens, 
Coming nearer to man, Allah's care for man and His goodness are shown (besides His other qualities) in His 


creation of the earth. In highly poetical language, the earth is described as spread out like a carpet, on which 
the eternal hills act as weights to keep it steady (Cf 13:3 and 16:15), 
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1956. And every kind of thing is produced on the earth in due balance and measure. The mineral kingdom 
supports the vegetable and they, in their turn, support the animal, and there is a link of mutual dependence 
between them, Excess is eliminated. The waste of one is made the food of another, and vice versa. And this 
is an infinite chain of gradation and interdependence. 


1957. See last note, “We provide sustenance of every kind, physical, mental, spiritual, etc., for you (fe, 
for mankind), But We do more, We provide for every one of Our creatures. And there are those of which 
mankind is not even cognisant. We provide for them also. There are those who may at first sight appear hostile 
to man, or whom man may consider hostile, such as wild and noxious animals. They are Our creatures, and 
We provide for them also, as they are Our creatures. But there is due order and balance in the economy of 
Qur Universal Plan. : 


1958. Khazd in: treasures; store houses; places where valuable things are accumulated, from which supplies 
are distributed from time to time as need arises, 


1959. All the wonderful gifts and forces and energies whith we see in the world around us have their 
sources and fountainheads with Allah, the Creator and Sustainer of the Worlds. And what we see or perceive 
or imagine is just a ‘small portion of what exists. That portion is sent out to us and to our world according 
to our needs or its needs from time to time as the occasion arises. It is strictly limited according to rule and 
plan. Its source is unlimited and inexhaustible: In the same way the forces which we see operating around 
us, in nature or in the spiritual world, according to laws which we can grasp and ascertain, are mere derived 
forces, in the 2nd, Srd, or 9th degree. Their source and ultimate fountainhead is with Allah. 


1960. Laudigth, plural of lagih, from lagaha, to impregnate or fecundate the female date palm by putting 
the pollen of the male tree on to the ovaries of the female tree. The date palm is unisexual, The wind performs 
this office for many flowers. Here, by a bold metaphor, its fecundating quality is transferred to the clouds, 
which by means of rain produce all kinds of fruit, grain, and vegetation, The clouds as vapour are manipulated 
by the winds, which set up atmospheric currents resulting in condensation and the descent of rain. Note the 
appropriateness of the little particle “then”, showing the connection of winds with rain. 


1961. Cf the previous verse, and n. 1958. Man may store water in cisterns, tanks, lakes, and headwaters 
of canals. But he has no control over its original sources, which are the clouds, which by the help of the winds, 
act as grand distributors of water over wide spaces of the world’s surface, 


1962. This verse must be understood as furnishing an example of illustration of what is said in the last verse. 
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C. 120.— Man's origin was from dust, lowly; 

(15:26-50) But his rank was raised above that 
Of other creatures because Allah breathed 
Into him His spirit. Jealousy and arrogance 
Caused the fall of Iblis, the power of Evil: 
But no power has Evil o'er those sincere 
Souls who worship Allah and seek His Way. 
Many are the gates of Evil, but Peace 
And dignified joy will be the goal 
Of those whom the Grace of Allah has made His own, 


SECTION 3, 
26. We created man from sounding ey! alm A) y 
clay}*** Sette 77s 
From mud moulded into shape; _ resttoku 





1968. Note how the argument has mounted up from 15:16 onwards to 15:25—from things most remote 
from man to things touching his inmost being, and each of them in its own way is a wonderful instance of 
Allah's glory and goodness, and the beauty, order, and harmony of His creation. First, the heavens, the Zodiacal 
Signs, the stars, and the mysterious phenomena that we see above us; then the earth, and the perfect balance 
of life and forces therein, with man as an important factor, but not the only factor; then, the inexhaustible 
sources of energy, of which Allah alone is the fountainhrad, but which come to us in measured proportions, 
as needed; and lastly, Life and Death itself, which will pass away but Allah will remain. A noble passage, 
and a fine vindication of Allah's wisdom and providence in dealing with His creatures. 


1964. Literally, “We are the Heirs, or Inheritors," Cf 3;180; “To Allah belongs the heritage of the heavens 
and the earth.” See also the latter part of n. 988 to 6:165. 


1965. Cf 9:100, where the Sabigiin may perhaps correspond to the Mustagdimin here. In that case the 
two classes are those who are the first to accept Faith and do deeds of righteousness and those who come later, 
but are still numbered with the righteous. A second alternative meaning may be: “those who preceded you 
in point of time and those who come after you in point of time: they are all known to Allah, and He will 
gather them all together on the Day of Judgement.” 


1966. Salsal: dry clay which produces a sound, like pottery, Cf 55:14. Taking verses 26 and’ 29 together, 
I understand the meaning to be; that man’s body was formed from wet clay moulded into shape and then 
dried until it could emit sound (perhaps referring to speech); that it was then further fashioned and completed; 
that into the animal form thus fashioned was breathed the Spirit of Allah, which gave it a superiority over 
other Creation: and that the order for obeisance was then given. 
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33, (Iblis) said: “I am not one 
To prostrate myself to man, 
Whom Thou didst create 
From sounding clay, from mud 
Moulded into shape.” 


34. (Allah) said! “Then get thee out 
From here: for thou art 
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_ 1967, Cf 6:100 and n. 929. Hidden or invisible forces are aptly typified as arising “from the fire of scorching 
> ds.” 


1968. Among other passages where the creation of Adam is referred to ¢f the following: 2-50-59; 7-11-25. 
Note that here the emphasis is‘on three points: (1) the breathing of Allah's Spirit into man, #¢ , the faculty 
of God-like knowledge and will, which, if rightly used, would give man superiority over other creatures; (2) 
the origin of evil in arrogance and jealousy on the part of Satan, who saw only the lower side of man (his 
diay) and failed to see the higher side, the faculty brought in by the Spirit of Allah; (5) that this evil only 
touches those who yield to it, and has no power over Allah's sincere servants, purified by His grace (15:40, 
42). Adam is not here mentioned by name, but only Man, whose symbol is Adam (see also 87:1-6). 


1969. Cf n. 49 to 2:54. 
1970, Jblis: it seinathickiis lure snot lenin’ Aatemranenens Cantillon (Cf. n..52.to 2:36). 


1971. Apparently IbI¥s's arrogance has two grounds! (1) that man was made of clay while he was made 
af fire: (2) that he did not wish to do what others did. Both grounds were false: (1) because man had the 
wpirit of Allah breathed into him; (2) because contempt of the angels who obeyed Allah's word showed not 
bliss superiority but his inferiority. The word “basher” for man (verse $3) suggests a gross physical body, 
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1972. After the Day of Judgement the whole constitution of the universe will be different. There will be 
a new world altogether, on a wholly different plane. (Cf 21:104). 


1973. What was this respite! The curse on Iblis remained, £e , he was deprived of Allah's Grace and became 
in the spiritual world what an outlaw is in a political kingdom. An earthly kingdom may not be able to catch 
and destroy an outlaw. But Allah is Omnipotent, and such power as Iblis may have had can only come through 
the respite granted by Allah, The respite then is what is expressed in 15:59 below, In Allah's grant of limited 
free will to man is implied the faculty of choosing between good and evil, and the faculty is exercised through 
the temptations and allurements put forward by Satan, “the open enemy" of man, This is for the period of 
man's probation on this earth. Even so, no temptations have power over the sincere worshippers of Allah, who 
are purified by His grace. 


1974. Aghwaytani: ‘thrown me out of the way, put me in the wrong’: Cf 7:16. Satan as the Power of 
Evil cannot be straight or truthful even before Allah. By his arrogance and rebellion he fell; he attributes 
this to Allah. Between Allah’s righteous judgement and Satan's snares and temptations there cannot be the 
remotest comparison, Yet he presumes to put them on an equal footing. He is caking advantage of the respite. 


1975. Iblis (the Rebellious) is powerless against Allah. He turns therefore against man and becomes Satan 
(the Enemy). 
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1976. To be sincere in the worship of Allah is to obtain purification from all stain of evil and exemption 
from all influence of evil. It changes the whole nature of man. After that, evil cannot touch him. Evil will 
acknowledge him to be beyond its power and will not even tempt him. Apart from such purified souls, everyone 
who worships Allah invites Allah's grace to protect him. But if he puts himself in the way of wrong and deliberately 
chooses evil, he must take the consequences. The blame is not even on Satan, the power of evil: it is on the 
sinner himself, who puts himself into his power; 14:22; 15:42. 

1977. The ways of sin are numerous, and if they are classified into seven, detihchen gnats to.0Gare 
that leads into Hell €Cf 19:68). 

1978. Cf. 7:43, and n. 1021. The hearts and minds will be so purified that all past rancour, jealousy, 
or sense of injury will be obliterated. The true Brotherhood will be realised there, when each will have his 
own dignity; there will be no question of invidious comparisons; each will face the others with joy and confidence. 
There will be no sense of toil or fatigue, and joy will last forever. 
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1979. We must realise both sides of Allah's attributes; His Mercy, Grace, and Forgiveness are unbounded; 
if we reject all this, His justice and punishment will also be beyond all that we can conceive. 


1980. In illustration of the contrasts between Good and Evil, and the consequences that flow from them, 


we now have a reference to four incidents from the past, viz.,; (1) an incident from the story of Abraham; 
(2) from that of Lot, nephew of Abraham and the end of the Cities of the Plain, which he was sent to warn; 
(3) the People of the Wood; and (4) the People of the Rocky Tract (Al Hiyjr), after whom this Slirah is called. 
As usual, the recital of Allah's abounding Grace comes first. 


1981. For a full-understanding of this reference to the angels who were Abraham's guests and came to 
announce the birthoof a son :o him in his old age, read 11;69-75 and notes. The appearance of two strangen 
of uncommon appearance, who refused to partake of the host's sumptuous hospitality, made Abraham at fire 
suspicious and afraid. 
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1982. The birth of a son in old age, to a sonless father was glad tidings to Abraham personally. The 
birth of a son endowed with wisdom promised something infinitely more, Considering that the angels were 
divine messengers, the wisdom referred to was divine wisdom, and the event became an event of prime importance 
in the world's religious history. For Abraham became, through his progeny, the root of the three great universal 
religions diffused throughout the world. 


1983. Cf 11:69. [Eds.}. 


1984. When cordial understanding was established between Abraham and his guests and probably when 
the guests were about to depart, Abraham put a question to them. “What is the mission on which you are 
going?” It was further implied: “Is there anything I can do to help?” But no. The mission was one of punishment 
for abominable sins. Note that the mention of Allah's Wrath is always linked with that of Allah's Mercy, and 
the Mercy comes first. The same angels that came to punish Sodom and Gomorrah were charged first to give 
the good news of Allah's Mercy to Abraham in the shape of a long line of teachers of righteousness, 


1985, The Cities of the Plain round the Dead Sea, which to this day is called Bahr Lit. They were given 
to unspeakable abominations. Read in this connection 11;77-83 and notes. 


1986. Here, again, Allah's saving Grace is linked with His Wrath, and is mentioned first. 
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1987. See 11:81, and n. 1577 


1988. Al means people who adhere to the ways and teaching of a great teacher; ¢g , Ali Muhammad: 
it does not necessarily mean race or descendants. AA/ (15:65 below) usually implies “household” but may be 
taken in an extended sense to include people generally, see 15:67. Qawm (15:62) may be a collection of aggregate 
people, In 11:70 the hostile inhabitants of the Cities of the Plain are Called gawms Lit (the People of Lit). 
Ash&b (companions) refers to a Group rather than to a People: Cf 15;78. (R). 


1989, ‘The unusual appearance of the angels struck Lot as it had struck Abraham, (C/ n, 5007), Knowing 
the abominable vices to which the cities were addicted, he feared to entertain handsome young men. They 
at once disclosed their mission to him. In effect they said: “You, Lot, have been preaching in vain to thes 
wicked cities. When you warn them of their inevitable end—Destruction— they laugh and doubt. Now ther 
doubt will be resolved. Their destruction will be accomplished before the morning.” 


1990. Another meaning of al Haqq: The Punishment which is justly and inevitably due, which must certainly 
come to pass, (Cf 22:18, 16:36, and 16:38). 
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1991. As the last remnants of the wicked were to be cut off; and as the Mercy of Allah wished to save 
every true soul who might be with Lot, Allah's decree was made known to Lot, so that he might save his adherents. 


1992, They were addicted to unnatural crime, and the news of the advent of handsome young men inflamed 
them. How true it is that at the very verge of destruction, men rush blindly to their fate, and cut off any 
last hope of repentance and mercy for themselves. Cf 15:72 below. 


1993. I understand the meaning to be that Lot, the only righteous man in the city, had frequently 
remonstrated with the inhabitants against their unnatural crimes, and they had forbidden him to speak to 
them again on behalf of anyone, “as if’ (they might tauntingly say) "he was the protector of all and sundry.” 

Some Commentators understand the verse to mean: ‘Did we not forbid thee to entertain any strangers?’ 


1994. Cf. 11:78, nm. 1575. "My daughters” in the mouth of a venerable man may mean young girls of the 
city, which would be appropriate considering the large number of men who came to besiege Lot's house, 


1995. The wild, mad fury of passion and sin attains its own destruction and cuts off the last hope of 
repentance or mercy, 


1996 Al Sayhah, the mighty Blast, is mentioned as accompanying earthquakes: Cf 11:67-94. Here it was 
the violent wind and noise accompanying the shower of brimstones, possibly with some volcanic action. 
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1997. Cf 11:82 and notes, in which the word Sijil and its origin are explained. 


1998. The cities of Sodom and Gomorrah were utterly destroyed, and even their precise position cannot 
be identified, But the brimstone plain of the tract still exists, right on the highway between Arabia and Syria 
To the traveller in the neighbourhood of the Dead Sea, the whole locality presents a sense of dismal desolation 
which truly suggests the awful punishment for unspeakable crimes, (Cf $7:137). , 

1999. Verse 75 refers to all who have the intelligence to grasp the Signs of Allah, Verses 76-77 especially 
refer to those who use the Arabia-Syrian highroad, The desolation is especially brought home to them, 

2000. “Companions of the Wood": Ashab al Aykah. Perhaps Aykah is after all a proper noun, the name 
of a town or tract. Who were the Companions of the Aykah? They are mentioned four times in the Qur'in, 
vtz., here, and in 26-176-191; 38:18; and 50:14. The only passage in which any details are given is 26:176-191. 
There we are told that their Prophet was Shu‘ayb, and other details given correspond to those of the Madyan, 
to whom Shu'ayb was sent as Prophet: see 7:85-95. In my notes to that passage I have discussed the questios 
of Shu‘ayb and the Madyan people. It is reasonable to suppose that the Companions of the Wood were either 
the same as the Madyan, or a group among them or in their neighbourhood. 


2001. Both: 1, The Cities of the Plain and the Companions of the Aykah. 


2002. “The Rocky Tract” is undoubtedly a geographical name. On the maps of Arabia will be found 
a tract called the Hiyr, north of Madinah. Jabal Hiyr is about 150 miles north of Madinah. The tract would 
fall on the highway to Syria. This was the country of the Thamid, For them and the country see 7:73, n. 104}, 
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C, 122. —But Allah's Creation doth bear witness 
(15:85-99.) . To Allah's Design and Mercy. His Plan 
Is sure. His gift of the glorious Qur'an 
Is more than any worldly goods can be. 
So, while we denounce Sin openly, 
Let us be gentle and kind, and adore 
And serve our Lord all our lives. 
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2003. Remains of these rock edifices in the Hyr are still found, and the City of Petra is not more than 
$80 miles fron Jabal Hijr. See n. 1043 to 7:73, “Petra” in Greek means “Rock” For the Inscriptions found 
there, and their significance, see Appendix VII to S. 26. 


2004. The mighty rumbling noise and wind accompanying an earthquake. See 7:78, 1047. 


2005, Allah's Creation is all for a trie, just, and righteous purpose. Cf 10:5. It is not for mere whim 
or sport: 21:16, 


_. 2006. The Hour will not be long delayed when the true Design and Pattern of Life will be manifest 
We must not be impatient, if there appear to be, to our limited vision, apparent injustices. We must bear 
and forbear, and as far as our own personal feelings are concerned, we must overlook other people's faults 
with “s gracious forgiveness” (Cf 30-8). 


2007. Khallaq: the emphatic intensive form, as meaning the Creator, Who is perfected in His skill and 
knowledge. and Whose creation answers perfectly to His designs. Therefore no one ¢hould think that anything 
has gone wrong in Allah's creation. What may seem out of joint is merely the result of our shortsighted standards. 
hoften happens that what appears co us to be evil or imperfect or unjust is a reflection of our own imperfect 
minds. See the next two verses and notes, 
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2008. The Seven Oft-repeated Verses are usually understood to be the Opening Sirah, the Fatthah, They 
sum up the whole teaching of the Qur'an. What can be a more precious gift to a Muslim than the gloriow 
Qur'an or any Sirah of it? Worldly wealth, honour, possessions, or anything else, sinks into insignificance in 
comparison with it (Cf n. 17). 

2009. It may be that other people have worldly goods which worldly men envy. Do they necessarily bring 
happiness? Even the temporary pleasure that they may give is not unmixed with spiritual poisons, and even 
so, will not last. The man of God looks with wistful eyes at other things — the favour and countenance of Allah 


2010. The Prophet of Allah, in his human love and sympathy, may grieve over certain classes of people 
who are puffed up with false notions and callous to the Message of Allah. Burt he should not make himself 
unhappy. There is no flaw in Allah's Plan, and it must prevail. This was addressed in the first instance to 
Al Mustafa, but in a minor degree, it applies to all righteous men. (R), 

2011. The metaphor is from a bird who lowers her wing in tender solicitude for her little anes. Cf. 17:24, 
where it is applied to “lowering the wing” to aged parents. 

2012. In the ministry of Al Mustafa there was no mincing of matters, no compromises with evil. Evil was 
denounced in unambiguous terms. Mubin implies both openness and clearness. i.¢., freedom from ambiguity. 


2013. The Commentators differ as to the precise significance of verses 90 and 91, Are the persons referred 
to in the two verses the same, or different? And who were they? I adopt the view, for which there is good 
authority, that the two classes.of persons were different but similar, Verse 90, I think, refers to the Jews and 
Christians, who took out of Scripture what suited them, and ignored or rejected the rest; 2:85 and 101, For 
verse 91 see next note. - 

2014. The Makkan Pagans, in the early days of Islam, in order to dishonour and ridicule the Qur'in, 
divided what was so far revealed, into bits, and apportioned them to people coming on pilgrimage to Makkah 
by different routes, slandering and abusing the Prophet of Allah. 
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2015. Those who ridicule Scripture in any form will all be called to account for their insolence, for they 
are all alike. 

2016. If the whole world is ranged against the Prophet of Allah, as was at one time the case with the 
Prophet, and scoffs at all that is sacred, the sense of Allah's presence and protection outweighs all. And after 
all, the scoffers are creatures of a day. Soon will they find their level, and be undeccived as to all their falsehoods. 
But the Truth of Allah endures forever. (R). 

2017. Literally, ‘that thy breast is constrained.’ 


2018. Yaqin; Certainty; the Hour that is Certain; death. 
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INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 16—AL NAHL 


Chronologically this Sirah, like the six which preceded it, belongs to the late Makkan period, 
except perhaps verse 110 and some of the verses that follow. But the chronology has no significance. 
In subject matter it sums up, from a new point of view, the arguments on the great questions 
of Allah's dealings with man, His Self-revelation to man, and how the Messengers and the Message 
are writ large in every phase of Allah's Creation and the life of Man, The new point of view is 
that Nature points to Nature's God. 


Summary— Everything in Creation proclaims the glory of Allah. To man is given dominion 
over Nature, that man may recognise Allah's Unity and Allah's Truth (16:1-25. and C. 123). 


Man should never lose sight of his goal, which is the good, or dispute with the great Teachen, 
who are sent to all Peoples, to bring about Unity: all creatures serve Allah (16:26-50, and C. 124) 


Allah's favours and man's ingratitude recounted, His Signs in the rain-bearing clouds, the 
cattle that give milk, the bee that produces honey, the wonderful relations of family and social 
life, and the refinements and comforts of civilisation (16:51-83, and :C. 125), 


The Messengers of Truth will bear witness against those who reject the Truth, Allah will 
judge us according to our faith and deeds (16:84-100, and C. 126). 


The Qur'an is true: it guides and gives glad tidings, Believe, and make the most of life 
in all things good and lawful. Follow the example of Abraham: be true in Faith and righteousnes, 
and do good (16:101-128, and C. 127). 


C. 128.—Allah’s Command must inevitably 
(16:1-25) Come to pass. But all His Creation 
: Proclaims His glory, and leads to ‘His Truth, 

In all things has He furnished man 
With favours innumerable, 
To lead and guide him and bring him 
To Himself. Why then does man 
Refuse the Truth, except for arrogance? 
Why does he run after false gods, 
Thus acting against his own lights 
And misleading others less blest in knowledge? 
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2019. This is an answer to the caunt of the Pagans, who said: “If there is a god, the One True God, as 
you say, with unified control, why does He not punish the wrongdoers at once?” The answer is: “The decree 
of Allah will inevitably come to pass; it will come soon enough; when it comes, you will wish it were delayed; 
how foolish of you co wish even co cut off your last hope of forgivencss?” 


2020. The Pagans, with their multiplicity of gods and goddesses, good and evil, could play one off against 
another. That is mere mockery of religion. With such conceptions, man cannot understand the Unity of Design 
in the Universe nor realise the Power and Glory of the One True God, to Whom alone worship and service are due. 


2021. Not for sport, or fortuitously and without Design. Cf 15:85. Surely the Unity of Design in Creation 
also proves the Unity of Allah their Creator. 

2022. Man’s physical origin is lowly. Yet do men go back to material things, and neglect or dispute about 
the highest things in Life. 

20258. Why will you go back to material things, considering that material things are made subservient 
to your use and enjoyment in various ways as suggested in the clauses that follow? (Cf 40:79-80). 
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2024. From wool, and hair, and skins, and milk. Camel's hair makes warm robes and blankets; and certain 
kinds of goats yield hair which makes similar fabrics. Sheep yield wool, and lamas alpaca for similar uses 
The skins and furs of many animals yield warm raiment or make warm rugs or bedding, The females of many 
of these animals yield good warm milk, a nourishing and wholesome diet, Then the flesh of many of these 
animals is good to eat. There are other uses, which the animals serve, and which are referred to later 


2025. The good man is proud of his cattle and is good to them. As they go to, and return from, pasture, 
morning and evening, he has a sense of his power and wealth and their beauty and docility. Will not man 
turn from these material facts to the great spiritual truths and purpose behind chem? 


2026. The cattle and animals also carry loads, and thus make intercommunication between different 
lands easy. But for them there would have been many difficulties, not only physical, but psychological. Weary 
men carrying loads are in no mood for social and spiritual intercourse, This intercourse is made possible by 
the kindness and mercy of Allah. 


2027. Horses, mules, and donkeys as well as other animals may be beasts of burden, but they may al 
be pedigree animals bred for beauty and for all those more refined uses, such as processions, in which grace 
and elegance is the predominant feature. 

2028. If we examine the history of transport, there have been vast changes through the ages, from rude 
pack animals to fine equipages, and then through mechanical contrivances, sach means of transport as elegant 
coaches, tramways, and railways, useful motor lorries and Rolls-Royce cars, and airships and aeroplanes of 
all descriptions. At any given point of time, many of those were yet unkown to man. Nor can we suppor 
the limits to have been reached now or that it will ever be reached at any future time. Through the mind 
and ingenuity of man it is Allah that creates new things hitherto unknown to man. 


2029. Through material things “the Way” does always lead to Allah. But some minds are so obsemed 
with material things that they miss the pointers to the spiritual. Allah could have forced all to the true Way, 
but in His Will and Plan is the training of man’s will, and that is done by the Signs in nature and Revelation, 
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100) The beam thought and study of narare will show you Allah s wise and benign prowidence in making 
the procesers of nature subserve macs wer and refined life. A higher degree of intelligence and study is required 
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-2082. Whose heart has not been moved by the glorious gradation of colours in the sunset clouds? The 
gradations are infinite, and it is only the cye of an artist that can express their collective beauty. They are 
but a type of the infinite variety and gradation of qualities in the spiritual sphere even in the little space of 
our own globe, The big things that can be measured and defined have been spoken of before. Here we have 
mention of the subtle nuances in the spiritual world which can only be perceived by men who are so high 
in spiritual insight that their only reaction is to “celebrate the praises of Allah” in gratitude for His infinite Mercies 


2033. Read again n. 2030 above, and see how subtly we are led up from the perception of the big to 
the perception of the subtle and delicate colours and qualities in the spiritual world. 


2034. We have gone up in a climax of material things from the big to the subtle in the sky and the earth 
Here we have another climax as regards the things of the sea. We get the delicate flesh of fishes and marine 
creatures of all kinds; we get the treasures of the deep: pearls, coral, amber, and things of that kind; and 
we have the stately ships ploughing the waves, for maritime commerce and intercourse, for unifying mankind. 
and for reaching the spiritual bounty of Allah which can best be expressed by the boundless ocean. 


2035. Connoisseurs know the delicate flavours of sea fish, such as the pomfret of the Indian Ocean, the 
herring of the North Atlantic, the mullet of Marseilles, and many other kinds. Tari, translated “fresh and 
tender,” also refers to the soft moist nature of fresh fish. It is another wonder of Allah that salt water should 
produce flesh of such fresh, tender, and delicate flavour. 


2036. Diving for pearls —in both the primitive and the more advanced form —is another instance of man} 
power over apparently inaccessible depths of the sea, 


2037. After the material benefits which we get from ‘he sea, we are asked to consider things of higher 
import to the spirit of man. There is the beautiful ship which stands as the symbol of international commerce 
and intercourse, things that may be of material benefit, but which have a higher aspect in unifying man and 
making his civilisation more universal. These are first steps in seeking of the “bounty of Allah” through th 
sea. But there are higher aspects. Navigation and international intercourse increase knowledge, which in it 
higher aspects should clean the mind and make it fitter to approach Allah, The salt water, which covers nearly 
72 percent of the surface of the globe, is itself a purifying and sanitary agent, and is a good symbol of the 
higher bounties of Allah, which are as boundless as the ocean (Cf 45.12). 


2038. Cf 18:3 and 15:19. Here and elsewhere the earth is spoken of as a spacious carpet beneath our 


feet and the hills as a steadying agent to keep the carpet from rolling or shaking about. In 78:7 they are spoken 
of as pegs or stakes (see also 21:31 and 27:61). (R). 
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2059, In this passage (16:15-16) we have the metaphor of the fixed mountains further allegorised. In these 
verses the key words are indicated by the symbols for man's guidance (tahtadiin). First, the physical symbols 
are indicated: the mountains that stand firm and do not change from day to day in the landscape, unlike 
ihifting sand dunes, or the coastline of the sea, or rivers and streams, which frequently change their Courses; 
then we have rivers and roads, which are more precise and therefore more useful, though less permanent; 
then we have ‘alamat (signposts). any kinds of signs erected by man, like direction posts, lighthouses or beacons, 
or provided in nature, as tall trees, etc.; and finally, we have the polestar, and now the magnetic needle, with 
its variations marked on navigation charts. All these are symbols for the higher Guidance which Allah provides 
for the spirit of man, See next note. 


2040. See last note, Let as examine the completed allegory. As there are beacons, landmarks and signs 
to show the way to men on the earth, so in the spiritual world. And it is ultimately Allah Who provides them, 
and this is His crowning Mercy, Like the mountains, there are spiritual landmarks in the missions of the Great 
Teachers; they should guide us, or teach us to guide ourselves, and not shake hither and thither like a ship 
without a rudder or people without Faith. As rivers and streams mark out their channels, smoothing out levels, 
to we have wholesome laws and customs established, to help us in our lives» Then we have the example of 
Great Men as further signposts: “Lives of great men all remind us. We can make our lives sublime.” In long 
distance travel, the polestar and the magnetic needle are our guides: so in our long distance journey to the 
other world, we have ultimately to look to heavenly guidance or its reflections in Allah's Revelations. 


2041, The Supreme Majesty of Allah having been set out in His favours of all kinds, it will be seen at 
once that the worship of any other than Allah is meaningless and ridiculous. Shall we not take che hint and 
understand? 


2042. Of all Allah's favours innumerable, His Mercy and Forgiveness in the spiritual plane are the greatest, 
and of eternal value to us in our future Lives. 


2043. Allah is the only Creator and the Ultimate Reality. Everything else is created by Him, and reflects 
His glory. How foolish then to worship any other than Allah! 
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2044. Idols are dead wood or stone. If men worship stars, or heroes, or prophets, or great men, they 
too have no life except that which was given by Allah, In themselves, they are lifeless, If they worship figments 
of the imagination, they are reflections in a double degree, and have no life in themselves, All these thing 
will be raised up on the Last Day, in order that false worhsippers may be confronted with them. But they 
themselves cannot tell when that Day will be. 


2045, Everything points to Allah, the One True Eternal God. If so, there is. a Hereafter, for He has declared 
it. Insofar as. people do not believe this, the fault is in their Will: they do not wish to believe, and the motive 
behind is arrogance, the sin which brought about the fall of Iblis; 2:$4, (R). 


2046. Cf 16:19, where the same words refer to man generally. Whether he conceals or reveals what is 
in his heart, Allah knows it, and as Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful, His grace is available as His highes 
favour if man will take it, Here the reference is to those who “refuse to know", who reject Allah's guidance 
out of arrogance, Allah “Joveth not the arrogant” Such men deprive themselves of Allah's grace. 


2047, When the arrogant Unbelievers are referred to some definite argument or illustration from Scripture, 
they dismiss it contemptuously with the remark, “Tales of the ancients!" In this. they ate not only playing 
with their own conscience, but misleading others, with perhaps less knowledge than themselves. (Cf 16:30) 


2048. Their responsibility or crime is twofold: (1) that they rejected Allah's Message, and (2) that they 
misled others. Their Penalty will also be double. In 6:164, we are told that “no bearer of burdens can bear 
the burden of another". This is against the doctrine of vicarious atonement. Every man is responsible for his 
own sins: but the sin of misleading others is a sin of the misleader himself, and he must suffer the penalty 
for that also, without relieving those misled, of their responsibility. 
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2049. Evil will always devise plots against the Prophets of Allah. So was it with al Mustafa, and so was 
it with the Prophets before him, But the imposing structures which the ungodly build up (metaphorically) 
collapse at the Command of Allah, and they are often punished from quarters from which they least expected 
punishment, (Cf 16:45 and 39:25). For example, the Quraysh were confident in their numbers, their organisation, 
and their superior equipment, But on the field of Badr they collapsed where they expected victory. 


2050. The worshippers of false gods (the ungodly, the Unbelievers) will be unable to reply when brought 
before the Judgement Seat, The comment of those “endued with knowledge’ the Prophets and Teachers whom 
they had rejected —will be by way of indictment and explanation of the position of those before the Judgement 


Seat. 


Surah 16: Al Nahl 


29. 


To their own souls.*®*! 


OMG. CR 


Then would they offer submission rc: 

(With the pretence), "We did?#s# Ae 00 69 ise eouutet 
No evil (knowingly). (The angels Pecan War a Woe Ea 
Will reply), “Nay, but verily he aces F ¥ 2.342. @ 
Allah knoweth all that ye did; BES Saal 


“So enter the gates of Hell, 
To dwell therein. 


e--7 a 


cas pee: NOSE 


Thus evil i . C7 Att eer wet 
Is the abode of the arrogant.” RaS%. Nona tli 
30. To the righteous Ante ie ee 
(When) it is said, “What slo J) © 
Is it that your Lord*®* or th Sear 4° Gero 
Has revealed?” they say, Gaise — € sali 


“All that is good.” To those 


Who do good, there is good b i Se 
In this world, and the Home Beth i tees oo 
Of the Hereafter is even better*®** fe dpoh\\ly 
-And excellent indeed is the Home 

Of the righteous— a glij6 a5, 


$1, ardens of Eternity which Oo re BD OP 2- BSH 

. will enter; seen wa _ Aaa ay eeee G 
Flow (pleasant) rivers: they Oe A eo 
Will have therein all Ss 
That they wish: thus doth ‘set 
Allah reward the righteous— <Prs at 

$2. (Namely) those whose lives Ai eer $250 4 
The me take in a state*®** nis | gays a9 10) 


Of purity, saying (to them), 
“Peace be on you; enter ye 


(a °c ita hte 


(esi Sclos Jy 





2051. That is, those who died in a state of Aufr, or rebellion against Allah, which was really wrongdoing 
against their own souls, 


2052. The excuse is a mere pretence. At first they were too dazed to reply. When they reply, they cannot 
deny the facts, but resort to the sinner's excuse of saying that they sinned through ignorance, and that their 
motives were not wrong. Such a plea raises a question of hidden thoughts which are difficult to appraise before 
a human tribunal. But here they are before their Divine Author, Who knows every secret of their souls, and 
before Whom no false plea can be of any value. So they are concerned. 


2053. The contrast and parallelism is with 16:24, where the ungodly in their levity and their deliberate 
rejection of guidance find no profit from Allah's revelation. 


2054. Unlike the ungodly, the good find good everywhere —in this world and in the Hereafter; because 
they understand and are in accord with the truths around them. 


2055. In a state of purity: from the evils of this world, from want of faith and want of grace. Purity from 
such evil is the mark of true Islam, and those who die in such purity will be received into Felicity with a salutation 
of Peace. 
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2056. That is, until death comes to them, or some Punishment in this life, itself, which precludes them 
from repentance and the Mercy of Allah, 





2057. The age-old argument: if Allab is All-Powerful, why did He not force all persons to His Will? This 
ignores the limited free will granted to man, which is the whole basis of Ethics, Allah gives man every opportunity 
of knowing and understanding things, but He does not force him, for that would be against the whole Plan 
on which our present Life is constituted. 


2058. The Pagan Arabs prescribed various arbitrary prohibitions in the matter of meat; see 6:145-145, 
These, of course, are not recognised by Islam, which also removed some of the restrictions of the Jewish Law; 
6:146. The general meaning, however, is far wider. Men erect their own taboos and prohibitions, barriers and 
restrictions, and ascribe them to Religion. This is wrong, and more consonant with Pagan practice than with 
Islam. 


2059, Clear Message; Mubin: in three senses; (1) a Message clear and unambiguous; (2) one that makes 
all things clear to those who try to understand, because it accords with their own nature as created by Allah; 
(3) one preached openly and to everyone. 
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2060. Even though Allah's Signs are everywhere in Nature and in men’s own conscience, yet in addition 
Allah has sent human Messengers to every People to call their attention to the Good and turn them from 
Evil. So they cannot pretend that Allah has abandoned them or that He does not care what they do. His divine 
Grace always invites their will to choose the right (Cf 10:47 and 55:24). 


2061. While some people accept the guidance of the divine Grace, others so surrender themselves to Evil 
that it must necessarily follow that evil obtains a grip over them. They have only to travel through time or 
space to see the end of those who abandoned their lights and surrendered to Evil and error. For Aaggah and 
the meaning of Aagg in this connection cf 15:64. 


2062. When once Allah's Grace is rejected by anyone, such a person loses all help and guidance. Such 
persons are then outside Allah's Grace, and therefore they are outside guidance. 


2063. The strongest oath of the Pagan Arabs would be by the Supreme Allah: less strong oaths would 
be by their subordinate deities, or their ancestors, or other things they valued or held sacred. 


2064. The usual Pagan creed is: "If there is a God, it does not follow that He will raise us up: why should 
He?” The answer is twofold: (1) Allah has promised it, and Allah's promise is true, (2) He must finally manifea 
the Truth to them, convict them of their falsehood, and enforce their personal responsibility (16:39). 
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2065. See the last note. 


_ 2066, Allah's “Word” is in itself the Deed, Allah's Promise is in itself the Truth. There is no interposition 
of Time or Condition between His Will and its consequences, for He is the Ultimate Reality, He is independent 
of the proximate or material causes, for He Himself creates them and establishes their Laws as He pleases 


(Gf 36:82 and 40:68). 


2067. There is no merit in suffering exile (hiyrah) in itself. To have any merit, it must be: (1) in the cause 
of Allah, and (2) after such an oppression as forces the sufferer to choose between Allah and man. When 
these conditions are fulfilled, the exiles are entitled to the highest honour, as having made a great saczifice 
in the cause of Allah. Such were the early Muslim exiles to Abyssinia; such were the later exiles to Madinah, 
before the Prophet himself left his home in Makkah and went to Madinah; and such were the exiles who 
went with the Prophet or followed him. At all these stages, his approval or advice was always obtained, either 


specifically or generally (Cf 29:58). 


2068. Allah's prophets were always men, not angels; and their distinction was the inspiration they received. 
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2069. If the Pagan Arabs, who were ignorant of religious and other history, wondered how a man from 
among themselves could receive inspiration and bring a Message from Allah, let them ask the Jews, who had 
also received Allah's Message earlier through Moses, whether Moses was a man, or an angel, or a god. They 
would learn that Moses was a man like themselves, but inspired by Allah. “Those who possess the Message” 
may also mean any men of Wisdom, who were qualified to have an opinion insuch matters (Cf 21:7 and 38:)). 


2070. As the People of the Book had received “Clear Signs” and inspired Books before, so also Allah 
Message came to the Prophet Muhammad through the Qur'an, which superseded the earlier revelations, already 
corrupted in the hands of their followers. (R). 


2071. Cf. 16:26. The wicked plot against Prophets of Allah in secret, forgetting that every hidden thought 
of theirs is known to Allah, and that for every thought and action of theirs they will have to account to Allah. 
And Allah's punishment can seize them in various ways. Four are enumerated here. (1) They may be swallowed 
up in the earth like Qariin, whose story is told in 28:76-82. He was swallowed up in the earth while he was 
arrogantly exulting on the score of his wealth. (2) It may be that, like Haman, the prime minister of Pharaoh, 
they are plotting against Allah, when they are themselves overwhelmed by some dreadful calamity; 40:36-58; 
29,39-40. The case of Pharaoh is also in point. He was drowned while he was arrogantly hoping to frustrate 
Allah's plans for Israel; 10:90-92. For (3) and (4) see the next two notes, (R). 


2072. (3) Or the punishment may come to people away from their homes and humble them in their pride 
It so happened to Abii Jahl, who came exulting in his pride to the Battle of Badr (A.H.2). His army was 
three times the size of the Muslim army from Mad¥nah. But it suffered a crushing defeat, and he himself 
was ignominiously slain. 
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C. 125,—There is but One God, He Who gives 
(16:51-83.) All blessings to man and other creatures. 
His greatest gift is that He reveals 
Himself. But in many tangible ways 
He cares for man and provides for his growth 





2078. (4) Or, as often happens, the punishment comes slowly and imperceptibly, the power of the enemies 
of Allah being wasted gradually, until it is extinguished, This happened to the Makkans during the eight years 
of the Prophet's exile. The conquest of Makkah was bloodless, because the power of the enemy had gradually 
vanished, The Prophet was thus able to show the unexampled generosity and clemency which he showed on 
that occasion, for two of Allah's attributes are expressed in the utles ‘Full of kindness” (Ra‘t/) and "Full of 
mercy” (Rahim). 


2074. I take “things” here to be inanimate things, for the next verse speaks of living “moving creatures” 
and angels. By a metaphor even such inanimate things are spoken of as recognising Allah and humbly worshipping 
Him. Even their shadows turn around from right and left according to the light from above, and, they humbly 
prostrate themselves on the ground to celebrate the praises of Allah. The “shadows” suggest bow all things 
im this life are mere shadows of the true Reality in heaven; and they should turn and move in accordance 
with the divine light, as the shadows of trees and buildings move in one direction or another, and lengthen 
or shorten uccording to the light from heaven. 


2075. Moving creatures, ¢¢., living creatures: “All that is in the heaven or earth,’ includes every created 
thing. And created things are mentioned in three classes: inanimate things, ordinary living things, and angels. 
Even the highest angels are not arrogant: they bow down and serve their Lord, and so does all Creation, 


2076. Allahisso high above the highest of His:creatures, that they all look upto him in awe and reverence. 
And they joyfully do their duty in serving him. This is the meaning of the “fear of the Lord.” 
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2077. The ancient Persians believed in two powers in the Universe, one good and the other evil. The Pagan 
Arabs also had pairs of deities: ¢ g., Jibt (Sorcery) and Taghut (Evil), referred to in 4:51, n. 573, or the idob 
on Safa and Marwah referred to in n. 160 to 2:158: their names were Isaf and Nayla. 


2078. The Pagans might have a glimmering of the One True God, but they had also a haunting fer 
of malevolent Powers of Evil. They are told that such fears are groundless. Evil has no power over those whe 
trust in Allah: 15:42. The only fear they should have is that of the Wrath of Allah. To the righteous all gool 


things come from Allah, and they have no fear in their hearts. 


2079. Which shows that the natural tendency of man is to seck Allah, the only Power which can truly 
relieve distress. 
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2080. Idols and fictitious gods are certainly things of which they have no knowledge, idols being lifeless 
things of whose life or doings no knowledge is possible, and fictitious gods being but figments of their imagination. 


2081. Cf 6:156 —140. 142.144, and 5:103. The Pagans, in assigning and dedicating some of their children, 
or some of their cattle, or some of the produce of their fields, to their false gods as shares with the true Supreme 
Allah, made themselves doubly ridiculous; first, because every good thing that they valued.was given to them 
by Allah, and how could they patronisingly assign to Him a share of His own gifts? and secondly, because 
they brought in other gods as shares, who had no existence whatever! Besides, the cattle and produce were 
given for their physical sustenance and the children for their-social and spiritual sustenance, and how can 
they, poor creatures, give sustenance to Allah? 


2082 Some of the Pagan Arabs called angels ‘the daughters of Allih’ In their own fife they hated to 
have daughters, as explained j in the next two verses. They practised female infanticide In their state of perpetual 
War, sons were a source of strength to them. daughters only made them subject to humiliating raids! 


2083. “It"" in this and the following clause, refers grammatically to the “news” (ma bushshira bik). tn 
meaning it refers to the “female child"~by the figure of speech known as metonymy. 


2084. Cf. 81:8-9. The practice of female infanticide is condemned in scathing terms, Female children 
used to be buried alive by the Pagan Arabs. 


' 2085. Ik was an evil choice to decide on. Either alternative —to keep the poor girl as.a thing of sufferance 
and contempt, bringing disgrace on the family, or to get rid of it by burying | it alive ~ was cruel and indefensible, 
(ef 17:40 and 43:16-17), 
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2086. The word mathal ordinarily denotes a similitude, but in the context of the present verse, especially 
with reference to Allah, it signifies His sublime attributes rather than a similitude. Cf 50:27. (Eds.). 


2087. Allah's decree works without fail, If He were to punish for every wrong or shortcoming, not a single 
living creature on earth would escape punishment. But in His infinite mercy and forgiveness, He gives respite: 
He provides time for repentance. If the repentance is forthcoming, Allah's Mercy is forthcoming without fail. 
If not, the punishment comes inevitably on the expiration of the Term, The sinner cannot anticipate it by 
an insolent challenge, nor can he delay it when the time arrives. Let him not think that the respite gives 
him may mean that he can do what he likes, and that he can escape scot-free from the consequences (Cf. 55:45), 


2088. See above, 16:57-58 and notes. 


2089. The philosophy of Pleasure (Hedonism) assumes that worldly enjoyment is good in itself and that 
there is nothing beyond. But it can be shown, even on its own ground, that every act has its inevitable 
consequences. No good can spring out of evil, For falsehood and wrong the agony of the Fire is waiting, and 
the boastful votaries of falsehood will be the first to fall into it (Cf $7:149 and 52:59). 
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2090. In all ages and among all Peoples Allah sent His Messengers to teach the Truth and point the way 
to righteousness, But the allurements of Evil seemed always attractive, and many men preferred their own 
ways and the ways of their ancestors to the more difficult path of rectitude. This happened again in the ime 
of Al Mustafa, and will always happen as long as men succumb to Evil. 


2091. But the path of duty before Allah's Messenger is clear. He is sent with the Revelation (the Quran) 
for three express purposes: (1) that he should bring about unity among the jarring sects, for the Gospel of 
Unity, while preaching the One True God, leads also to the unity of mankind; (2) that the revelation should 
be a guide to right conduct; and (5) that it should show the path of repentance and salvation, and thus be 
the highest mercy to erring sinners. 


2092. When the earth with all its vegetation is well-nigh dead, parched and shrivelled up, a vivifying 
shower of rain from above gives it new life. This natural phenomenon is a sign of Allah's infinite power, especially 
of His power to resurrect the dead, and thereafter muster them for Judgement. (Eds.). 


2098. The spiritual sustenance which Allah gives is typified by the wonderful ways of sustenance in the 
physical world, which figure forth Allah's providence and loving care for His creation. And the wonderful 
transformation in the physical world, which all tend to the benefit of man, are also signs of His supreme wisdom. 
In the previous verse rain was mentioned, which gives new life to dead nature. In this and the following two 
verses our attention is drawn to milk, the products of the date and the vine, and honey (Cf 36-71-73). 


2094. Thetr: in the Arabic, it is “its”, in the singular number, for two reasons: (1) cattle is the gencric 
plural, and may be treated as a singular noun; (2) the instructive sign is in cattle collectively, but the milk 
is the product of each single individual. 
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2095. Milk is a secretion in the female body, like other secretions, but more specialised. Is it not wonderful 
that the same food, eaten by males and females, produces in the latter, when they have young, the wholesome 
and complete food, known as milk? Then, when cattle are tamed and specially bred for milk, the supply of 
milk is vastly greater than is necessary for their young and lasts for a longer time than during the period they 
give suck to their young. And it is a wholesome and agreeable diet for man. It is pure, as typified by its whitenes 
Yet it is a secretion like other secretions, between the excretions which the body rejects as worthless and the 
precious blood-stream which circulates within the body and is the symbol of life itself to the animal which 
produces it. 

2096. There are wholesome drinks and foods that can be got out of the date palm and the vine! «¢. 
non-alcoholic drinks from the date and the grape. vinegar, date sugar, grape sugar, and dates and grape 
themselves for eating. If sa&cr is taken in the sense of fermented wine, it would refer to the time before intoxicann 
were prohibited, for this is a Makkan Sirah and the prohibition came in Madinah, In such a case it would 
imply a subtle disapproval of the use of intoxicants and mark the first of a series of steps that in time culminated 
in total prohibition, (R). 

2097. Awh@: wahy ordinarily means inspiration, the Message put into the mind or heart by Allah. Here 
the Bee's instinct is referred to Allah's teaching, which it undoubtedly is, In 99:5, it is applied to the earth: 
we shall discuss the precise meaning when we come to that passage. The honeycomb, itself, with its hexagonal 
cells, geometrically perfect, is a wonderful structure, and is well called buyiit, homes, And the way the bee 
finds out inaccessible places, in the hills, in the trees, and even among the habitations of men, is one of the 
marvels of nature, £¢., of Allah's working in His Creation. 

2098. The bee assimilates the juice of various kinds of flowers and fruit, and forms within its body the 
honey which it stores in its cells of wax. The different kinds of food from which it makes its honey give differem 
colour to the honey, eg., it is dark-brown, light-brown, yellow, white, and so on. The taste and flavour ale 
varies, as in the case of heather honey, the honey formed from scented flowers, and so on. As food it is sweet 
and wholesome, and it is used in medicine. Note that while the instinctive individual acts are described in 
the singular number, the produce of “thetr bodies” is described in the plural, as the result of their collective effort, 

2099. Dhululan: two meanings are possible: (1) ways casy and spacious, referring to the unerring way 
in which bees find their way from long distances to their combs; and (2) the idea of humility and obedience 
in therm. From both we can derive a metaphorical and spiritual meaning. 
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2100. Besides the mystery and beauty of the many processes going on in the working of Allah's Creation, 
there is the wonderful life of man himself on this earth: how he is created as a child; how he grows in intelligence 
and knowledge; and how his soul is taken back and his body suffers dissolution. In some cases he lives so long 
that he falls into a feeble old age like a second childhood; he forgets what he learnt and seems almost to 
go back in Time. Is not all this wonderful, and evidence of the Knowledge and Power of Allah? 


2101. (Cf 22:5), Our attention having been called to the remarkable transformations in life and nature, 
by which the Knowledge and Power of Allah work out His beneficent Plan for His creatures, we are reminded 
that man at best is but a feeble creature, but for the grace of Allah. We then pass on in the next Section 
to the differences in the gifts which men themselves enjoy. distinguishing them into so many categories. How 
much greater is the difference between the created things and their Creator? 


2102. Even in the little differences in gifts, which men enjoy from Allah, men with superior gifts are 
not going to abandon them s0 as to be equal with men of inferior gifts, whom, perhaps, they hold in subjection. 
They will never deny their own superiority. How then (as the argument is pursued in the two following verses), 
can they ignore the immense difference between the Creator and created things, and make the latter, in their 
thoughts, partners with Allah? 


2103. Of your nature: orof yourselves. Cf 4:) and n.504. Self, or Personality, or Soul, all imply a bundle 
of attributes, capacities, predilections, and dispositions, which we may sum up in the word Nafs, or nature: 
Woman was made to be (1) a mate or companion for man; (2) except for sex, of the same nature as man, 
and therefore with the same moral and religious rights and duties; and (3) she is not to be considered a source 
of all evil or sin, as the Christian monks characterised her but rather as a blessing, one of the favours, (Ni'mah) 
of Allah. 
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2104. Hafadah: collective plural, daughters, grandchildren, and descendants. The root Aafada also implies 
obedient service and ministration, Just as the sons (first mentioned) should be a source of strength, so daughters 
and grandchildren should serve and contribute to the happiness of fathers and grandparents, and are to be 
looked upon as further blessings. 


2105. “Sustenance” (rizq) in all this passage (16:65-74), as elsewhere, implies all that is necessary for man’s 
life and growth, physical, mental and spiritual. Milk, fruit, and honey are examples of physical gifts, with 
a metaphorical reference to mental and moral health; family life is an example of moral and social and 
(ultimately) spiritual opportunities in the life of man; and in 16:65 is an example of rain in the physical world 
as a type of Allah's revelation in the spiritual world, 


2106. Cf. 16:60 above, and n. 2086. One instance of false similitudes is where Pagans say their gods are 
mere types or symbols, or where men pray to men as intercessors, 


2107. The first parable is of two men, one of whom is a slave completely under the dominion of another, 
with no powers of any sort, and another a free man, who is gifted in every way, and is most generous in bestowing 
out of his opulent wealth (material as well as intangible), privately and publicly, without let or hindrance; 
for he is his own master and owes no account to anyone. The first is like the imaginary gods which men st 
up—whether powers of nature, which have no independent existence but are manifestations of Allah, or deified 
heroes or men, who can do nothing of their own authority but are subject to the Will and Power of Allah; 
the second describes in a faint way the position of Allah, the Seif-Subsistent, to Whom belongs the dominion 
of all that is in heaven and earth, and Who bestows freely of His gifts on all His creatures. 
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2108. In the second Parable, one man is dumb; he can explain nothing, and he can certainly do nothing; 
he is only a wearisome burden to his master, no matter what his master asks him to do; or perhaps he is really 
harmful instead of bringing any good; such are idols (literal and metaphorical) when taken as false gods. The 
other man is in a position to command, and he commands what is just and righteous; not only his commands 
but his doings also are on the path of righteousness. Such are the qualities of Allah, 


2109. The gist of the argument is that those who deviate from the worship of Allah commit twofold treason: 
(1) They do not recognise the immense difference between the Creator and created things, although. in their 
own little selfish lives, they are tenacious of any little differences there may be between themselves and other 
fellow-creatures not so gifted. (2) They are guilty of gross ingratitude in forgetting that the source of goodness 
and power is Allah, to Whom alone they owe all the gifts they enjoy in life. 


2110. The key to all things—not only those which we see and understand, but those which we do not 
see or of which we have no idea—is with Allah, Whose knowledge and power are supreme. 


2111. Lures of this world and its fleeting pleasures often make man forget that the life of the hereafter 
isan imminent reality. Many of those who claim to believe in the life to come act and behave as if it belonged 
to a distant future, and had no relevance to their present activities and mode of living, The Qur'in repeatedly 
teminds man that the Hour of Reckoning is not a distant possibility, but very close to man, and could come 
to pass any moment. The wisest course for man. therefore, is to be always alert and watchful and steer clear 
of all forms of sin and impiety, for when the Promised Hour comes it will come all of a sudden and without 
any prior notice. See also 10:45; 30:55, 45:32. (Eds.). 
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2112. Literally, "hearts! are considered the centres of the affections, and in Arabic idiom, of intelligence 
also. We should therefore give thanks to Allah, not to imaginary deities or powers or forces. 


2115. All the wonderful things in creation are due to the artistry, power, and wisdom of Allah. Such a 
the flight of birds in midair, So also are the inventions and discoveries, due to man's intelligence, in the next 
verse; for man's intelligence is a gift direct from Allah. 


2114. Man's social, intellectual, and spiritual gifts make, of his permanent dwellings, homes of rest and 
quiet, of refinement and the purer affections, which are the types, in this earthly life, of the highest spiritual 
Good. the Love of Allah. The pure home thus becomes the type of the highest spiritual destiny of man. And 
these capacities in man are the gifts of Allah. 


2115. When man travels, he wants temporary dwellings, cents, which be can make of the skins of animal, 
or of the fabrics of vegetable fibres, similar to the skims of animals. These tents are easy to carry when moving, 


and easy to pitch during halts. 


2116, Saf, wool, is what we get from sheep. Sha, hair, is what we get from goats or similar animals, 
for weaving into fabrics, Wabar is the soft camel's hair of which, also, fabrics are woven: they may be considered 
intermediate between the other two: by extension and analogy the term may be applied to furs and such thing. 
by way of illustration. 


2117, All such articles of refined luxury, and useful articles of comfort and convenience only last for awhile, 
but they must be considered Allah's gifts (Cf nm. 3991). 
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28. For example, trees, gardens, the roofs of houses; also from another point of view, the fact that the 
‘sun's rays at various times and in various parts of the earth, come obliquely, thus causing shadows along with 
sunshine. In the hills there are caves and grottoes. 


2119, Our clothes protect us from heat and cold, just as our armour protects us from the hurt which 
we might otherwise receive in battle. 


2120. All these blessings, which have both a physical and (by promoting the good of man) a spiritual 
purpose, should teach us to rene to Allah and tune our will with His Universal Will, which is another name 
for Islam. 


2121. Arafa is distinguished from ‘alima in implying a specific discernment (or recognition) of various 
qualities and uses. All mankind recognises the value of the blessings they enjoy, but in forgetting or disobeying 
their Author, the wicked show gross ingratitude: for in practice they deny their obligation to Him for those 
blessings. 
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212? ‘Theach People isaent Allah's Megenger or Teacher, to point. out the right way, There may be one, 
or there may be many Sacha Messenger (Mostf)-will be a witness thae Allah's Thoth was preached co all peoples 
invexpress terms, in addition to the Signs of Allah everywhere in mature, There will then be no room for excuse 
of any kind. Those who rejected Allah after repeated warnings cannot reasonably ak for mone respite, ai 
they had every kind of respite during their Life of probation; nor can they now take refuge behind, Allahi 
Grace, which they had repeatedly rejected. 


2122-A. Thar is, chey will noe be allowed to seek grace by repentance. Cf 30:57, 45:55, (Eds). 


#1253, When the terrible Penalty is actually on them, it is coo lace for repentance and for asking for Meng 
Justice must take its course. 


£124, The worshippers of false-gods will ory to shift the responsibilicy from their own-shoulders tn that 
of the false gods, ‘They will suggeat (though they will not have the courage for such a bare-faced lie) that they 
were misled by the false gods. But their lying suggestions will be contradicoed and thrown back as them mo 
explained in the next note. 


2125, Inactar as the false pods were teal things; such dé deified men or forces of mavure, they will openly 
disclaim them and.then (as always) show their submiaion to Allah, Insofar asthe false gods were the invention 
of thefancy of theidolavors, dey will leave their worehippers in the lurch, for chey will be'shown as mon-cxiseent. 
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When ye have entered into it, 
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D6. To the though: expresed in 16:64 abore, ii added another detail here. Not only will there Ibe witness 
from Feophes bur dhe witnesses will be cen Grom amongst che People: themerires, men of their own hith and 
tia. whe understood them and explained Allah's Mewage iin their own language. The Prophet Muhammad 
will be witness agaimar all those whe rejected the Memage he brought. For thow who believe in hiny fof all 
rece and peoples), che Book which he broaght will be an explanation) w guide a mercy and « Gompel (Rt). 


HE?) jasthee fw commprebensive term, and may incluele all the virtues of cold phileiopby Bor religion 
asia for something warmer and more haman, the doing of good deeds even where perhaps they are not arictly 
demanded by justice, euch as returning good for ill, or obliging those who in worldly language “have no claim” 
en you, and of course @ fontion the fulfilling of the claims of those whose claims are recognised ins social fife. 
fendarty the opposite are to be avedded: everything that is tecognined as thameful, aod everthing that is 
feally unjasi, and aay inward rebellion agains: Allah's Law or our own conscience in bo mdet eenaitive form 


2178. The lewmediate referener may or may feet be to the oath ef fidelity to the Prophet taken a: ‘Aqaba 
foortesn motte before the Hiprah and repeated o Bethe laser) eee 5:7 and no 70S) Bot the general meaning 
fmuch wider. And this may be viewed in two aspect: (1) Every oath taken, of covenant made, is a Covenant 
before Allah, and ahould be faithfally observed: In this ir appeoaches in meaning to Bil. (2) Tn particular, 
every Muslim makes, by the profession of hit Falih, a Covenant with Allah, and he confirms that Covenant 
every cme he repeace that prefewien He should iberefore falibfully observe the ducies waghe co him by ldam 
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2129. The Covenant which binds us in the spiritual world makes us strong, like strance of fluffy como 
apuin tinte.a strong thread. Ir also gives ue a senae of securiry ageing: much evil in thie world. [ht costs a worn 
mwch labour and-akallto apin god strong yarn. She would be foolish indeed, after che has spun such yar, 
io anwist fs comstiouent arands and break them into flimsy pieces 

280, Nor: | comtrer iattebhidhina with © takin’ in the previow clause. 

2151. De not make your religion merely a game of making your own party numerically strong by alliance 
commented by cathe, which yoo readily break when a ore ume party offen pou is alliance. The Goo 
were addicerd to this vice, and im international politics at the present day, this oeeme oo be almost a eandanl 
of national self-respect amd innernadional chill, (alam teaches nobler ethics for individual and nations. A Covenan 
should be looked upon as a solemn thing. not to be entered ino except with the sincerest innention of camping 
it\outy and it is binding even Wf large number ane ranged againar it, 

£15t, Disagreements need not necessarily cause conflict where the parties are dincere amd honest and do 
not with to take advantage of one another. In such cases chey do nor go by numbers, groupings, and alliances, 
bur by just conduct asin che sight of Allah. Honest differences will be reenoved when all things are made 
clear in the Henealter, 

2135. Cf. 14:4 and mn. 1675. Allah Will and Plan, in allowing limited {ree will to man, is, oot to foe 
man's will, but to give all guidance, and leave alone those who reject chat guidance, in case they should spe 
and come back min Grace. Bur in all cape, insofar as we are given the choior, we whall be called to account 
for all our actions. “Leaving io nray dom not mean that we can co whar wr pleas. Gor pereenal responcbaliy 
Tei. 

ELM. in 16-92. abore, the motive for false and fraudulent covenants wae pounded cut wih reprobaboe, 
how are pointed out the.comequeice, wa, (1) to others: if cheey had not been decemerd. they might har 
walked firmly on the Pach, but ow they lose faith and perhaps commit like frauds for which you willbe 
reapondble, (2) to-yourselves; you have not only gone wrong yourselves; but have set others on the wrong path; 
and deserve a double Penalty. Perhaps the ‘evil comequences” refer co chia world, and che “Wrath” oo che 
Hereafter, 
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2155. Any possible gain that you can make by breaking your Covenant and thus breaking Allah's Law 
must necessarily be miserable; while your own benefit is far greater in obeying Allah's Will and doing right. 


2156.. What comparison can there possibly be between spiritual Good, which will endure forever, and 
any temporal advantage which you may snatch in this world, which will fade and vanish in no time? And 
then, Allah's generosity is unbounded. He rewards you, not according to your merits, but according to the 
very best of your actions. 

2187. Faith, if sincere, means right conduct. When these two confirm cach other, Allah's grace transforms 
our life. Instead of being troubled and worried, we have peace and contentment: instead of being assailed 
at every turn by false alarms and the assaults of evil, we enjoy calm and attain purity. The transformation 
is visible in this life itself, but the “reward” in terms of the Hereafter will be far beyond our deserts. 


2158, The same ending as in the previous verses deepens the overall effect of bringing home the message 
forcefully and beautifully. The argument is completed and rounded off. (R). 

2139. Evil has no authority ot influence on those who put their trust in Allah. It is good to express that 
trust in outward actions, and a formal expression of it —as in the formula, “I seek Allah's protection from 
Evil’—helps us, Reading or reciting the Qur'an should be understood both literally and figuratively as the 
symbol of the earnest desire of the soul to know and understand Allah's Will and act in accordance therewith. 
Man is weak at best, and he should seek strength for his will in Allah's help and protection, 
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2140. See 2:106, and n. 107. The doctrine of progressive revelation from age to age and time to time 
does not mean that Allah's fundamental Law changes. It is not fair to charge a Prophet of Allah with forgery 
because the Message, as revealed to him, is in a different form from that revealed before, when the core of 
the Truth is the same, for it comes from Allah. 


2141, The title of the Angel Gabriel, through whom the revelation came down. 


2142, The People of the Book, if they had true faith, were themselves strengthened in their faith and 
cleared of their doubts and difficulties by the revelations brought by Al Mustafa: and all whether People of 
the Book or not—who came within the fold of Islam, found the Qur'in a Guide and a Gospel, ie , a substitute 
for the Mosaic Law and for the Christian Gospel, which had both been corrupted. 
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2145. The wicked attribute to Prophets of Allah just such motives and springs of action as they themselves 
would be guilty of in such circumstances. The Pagans and those who were hostile to the revelation of Allah 
in Islam could not and cannot understand how such wonderful words could flow from the tongue of the Holy 
Prophet. They must postulate some human teacher. Unfortunately for their postulate, any possible human 
teacher they could think of would be poor in Arabic speech if he had all the knowledge that the Qur'an reveals 
of previous revelations, Apart from that, even the most eloquent Arab could not, and cannot, produce anything 
of the eloquence, width, and depth of Quranic teaching, as is evident from every verse of the Book (C/. 41:44), (R). 


2144. It is clearly those who raise the cry of forgery that are guilty of falsehood, as there is not the least 
basis or even plausibility in their suggestion. 


2145. The exception refers to a case like that of ‘Ammar, whose father Yassir and mother Sumayya, were 
subjected to unspeakable tortures for their belief in Islam, but never recanted. ‘Ammar, suffering under tortures 
himself and his mind acted on by the sufferings of his parents, uttered a word construed as recantation, though 
his heart never wavered and he came back at once to the Prophet, who consoled him for his pain and confirmed 
his faith. (R). 
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2146. Cf. 2:7. On account of their iniquities and their want of Faith their hearts and their senses became 
impervious to Allah's grace, and they run headlong to perdition, (see also 6:46 and 30:59). 


2147. Ttake this verse to refer to such men as were originally with the Pagans but afterwards joined Islam, 


suffered hardships and exile, and fought and struggled in the Cause, with patience and constancy. Their past 
would be blotted out and forgiven. Men like Khalid ibn al Wald were numbered with the foremost heroes 
of Islam. In that case this verse would be a Madinah verse, though the Siirah as a whole is Makkan. Perhaps 
it would be better to read, with some Commentators, fatanti in the active voice rather than futiniz in the passive 
voice, and translate “after inflicting trials and persecutions (on Muslims), Notice the parallelism in construction 
between this verse and verse 119 below. 


2148. When the Reckoning comes, each soul will stand on its own personal responsibility. No one ee 
can help it. Full justice will be done, and all the seeming inequalities of this world will be redressed. 


2149, The reference may be to any of the cities or populations in ancient or modern times, which were 
favoured with security and other blessings from Allah, but which rebelled from Allah's Law and tasted the 
inevitable penalty, even in the midst of their iniquities. Some commentators see here a reference to the city 
of Makkah under Pagan control, See next note. 
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118. And there came to them 
A Messenger from among 
themselves, 
But they falsely rejected him; 
So the Wrath seized them 
Even in the midst 
Of their iniquities. 


114. So eat of the sustenance 
Which Allah has provided 
For you, lawful and good; 
And be grateful for the favours*'*! 
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2150, There is a double metaphor: (1) the tasting of hunger and terror after the abundant supplies and 
the full security which it had enjoyed; and (2) the complete enfolding of the city as with a garment, by these 
two scourges, hunger and a state of subjective alarm. If the reference is to Makkah shortly before its fall to 
the Muslims, the “hunger” was the seven years’ severe famine which afflicted it, and the alarm was the constant 
fear in the minds of the Pagans that their day was done. Peace and prosperity were restored after the re-entry 
of the Prophet. 


2151. Ingratitude for Allah's sustenance (in the literal and figurative senses) may be shown in various ways: 
tg., (1) by forgetting or refusing to acknowledge the true source of the bounty, mz., Allah, (2) by misusing 
ot misapplying the bounty, as by committing excesses in things lawful, or refusing to share them with others 
of Allah's creatures when the need arises, or (3) by falsely ascribing to Allah any prohibition we may set up 
for ourselves for special reasons or because of our special idiosyncrasies. 


2152. Cf. 2:178 and notes, 5:3-5 and 6:12] and 158-146. 


2153. Men are apt to create taboos for themselves, out of superstition, and often for selfish ends, and 
taforce them in the name of religion. Nothing can be more reprehensible. 
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2150. There is a double metaphor: (1) the tasting of hunger and terror after the abundant supplies and 
the fall security which it had enjoyed; and (2) the complete enfolding of the city as with a garment, by these 
two scourges, hunger and a state of subjective alarm. If the reference is to Makkah shortly before its fall to 
the Muslims, che “hunger” was the seven years’ severe famine which afflicted it, and the alarm was the constant 
fear in the minds of the Pagans that their day was done. Peace and prosperity were restored after the re-entry 
of the Prophet. 


2151, Ingratitude for Allah's sustenance (in the literal and figurative senses) may be shown in various ways: 


«g.. (1) by forgetting or refusing to acknowledge the true source of the bounty, wz., Allah, (2) by misusing 
of misapplying the bounty, as by committing excesses in things lawful, or refusing to share them with others 
of Allah's creatures when the need arises, or (3) by falsely ascribing to Allah any prohibition we may set up 
for ourselves for special reasons or because of our special idiosyncrasies. 


2152. Cf. 2:173 and notes, 5:3-5 and 6:12] and 138-146. 


2155. Men are apt to create taboos for themselves, out of superstition, and often for selfish ends, and 
enforce them in the name of religion. Nothing can be more reprehensible. 
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In this world, and he will be, dL Nl Sarl 3) &eep 
In the Hereafter, in the ranks x ON eo ae 
Of the Righteous.*!5* noalle Js ATS .4)5 

128. So We have taught thee ot a ea oe | 
The inspired (message), ale ololoCas\ Ketp 
“Follow the ways of Abraham 5 Leta) a seine .; 
The True in Faith, and he RS phe) ys Ob Ley lace awl 
Joined not gods with Allah.” 4 thon 

124. The Sabbath was only made*'** my Att ia, 1 7 Zh 4 a 3 tr" 
(Strict) for those who disagreed a ; alee ay 
(As to its observance); Pot oS SI o Ase seh fp Aor oe 
But Allah will judge between them ee med thd) 943),aleo! 
On the Day of Judgement, ae Penge © Peg pad 4 OE 
As to their differences.*'* vee 43 plas Ls awa)! 


onc *4, 


125. Invite (all) to the Way a tS Ae LA heed GOA PO 
“ thy Lord with wisdom ibe Na sth est 


And beautiful preaching; Se wEL outer ee eles so RE 
And argue with them erladhgass rca S| 
In ways that are best Pr aenbntglie Sve Samy a= Oe 2 
And most gracious:*** ee a ee Fel Fe OF Ho} 
For thy Lord knoweth best, ‘ nymphs as 
Who have strayed from His Path, & a ; - i, lel yas 


And who receive guidance.*** 





2158. Cf 2-180. 


2159. If Abraham's Way was the right way, the Jews were ready with the taunt, “Why don't you then 
observe the Sabbath?" The answer is twofold. (1) The Sabbath has nothing to do with Abraham. It was instituted 
with the Law of Moses because of Israel's hardness of heart (2:74); for they constantly disputed with their 
Prophet Moses (2:108), and there were constantly among them afterwards men who broke the Sabbath (2:65, 
and n. 79). (2) Which was the true Sabbath Day? The Jews observe Saturday. The Christians, who include 
the Old Testament in their inspired Scripture, observe Sunday, and a:sect among them (the Seventh Day 
Adventists) disagree, and observe Saturday. So there is disagreement among the People of the Book. Let them 
dispute among themselves. Their dispute will not be settled till the Day of Judgement, Meanwhile, Muslims 
are emancipated from such stringent restriction. For them there is certainly the Day of United Prayer on Friday, 
but it is in no sense like the Jewish or the Scotch Sabbath! 


2160. Cf. 2113. 


2161. In this wonderful passage are laid down principles of religious teaching, which are good for all 
time. But where are the Teachers with such qualifications? We must invite all to the Way of Allah, and expound 
His Universal Will; we must do it with wisdom and discretion, meeting people on their own ground and convincing 
them with illustrations from their own knowledge and experience, which may be very narrow, or very wide. 
Our preaching must be, not dogmatic, not self-regarding, not offensive, but gentle, considerate, and such 
as would attract their attention. Our manner and our arguments should not be acrimonious, but modelled 
on the most courteous and the most gracious example, so that the hearer may say to himself, “This man is 
not dealing merely with dialectics; he is not crying to get a rise out of me; he is sincerely expounding the 
faith that is in him, and his motive is the love of man and the love of Allah.” 


2162. It may be that the Preacher sometimes says to himself, “What is the use of teaching these people? 
They have made up their minds, or they are obstinate, or they are only trying to catch me out.” Let him not 
yield to such a thought, Who knows how the seed of the Word of Allah may germinate in people's minds? 
It is not for man to look for results. Man's inner thoughts are known best to Allah. 
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126. And if ye do catch them out, Pare (bin 
Catch them out no worse els 
Than they catch you out: de Bite Ayr) pele £3.) 7% 
But if ye show patience, et ot Le Jon, dlos 
That is indeed the best (course)?"** A ZUM ITs 
For those who are patient. Dp po creusy 

127. And do thou be patient,*'** SAN cde AO Td diced eee 
For thy patience is but OFT s shh Y | ne ea tol 
From Allah; nor grieve over them: | - 45 Pa allie 1, Segoe! Song 
And distress not thyself C9 ls GP SLY agile 
Because of their plots. “i 

128. For Allah is with those?* Ips pall a atl} @ 
Who restrain themselves, er ee a La 
And those who do good. Dy poral 





2163: In the context this passage refers to controversies and discussions, but the words are wide enough 
to cover all human struggies, disputes, and fights. In strictest equity you are not entitled to give a worse blow 
than is given to you. But those who have reached a higher spiritual standard do not even do that. They restrain 
themselves, and are patient. Lest you should think that such patience only gives an advantage to. the adversary, 
you are told that the contrary is the case: the advantage is with the patient, the self-possessed, those who 
do not lose their temper or forget their own principles of conduct. 


2164. In the previous verse are laid down the principles of conduct in controversy for all Muslims: ‘if 
you catch them out, you are not entitled to strike a heavier blow than you received, but it is better to restrain 
yourself and be patient” There patience was recommended. In this verse a command is directly addressed 
to the Prophet, ‘Do thou be patient.’ It is a command: his standard as the Great Teacher is much higher: 
and he carried it out in his life, His patience and self-restraint were under circumstances of extraordinary 
provocation. In his human wisdom it may sometimes have seemed questionable whether forbearance and self- 
restraint might not be human weakness: he had to defend his people as well as himself against the enemy's 
persecutions, He is told here that he need not entertain any such fears. Patience (with constancy) in those 
circumstances was in accordance with Allah's own command. Nor was he to grieve if they rejected Allah's 
Message: the Prophet had done his duty when he boldly and openly proclaimed it. Nor was his heart to be 
troubled if they hatched secret plots against himself and his people. Allah would protect them. 


2165. And the Surah ends with the highest consolation which the righteous can receive: the assurance 
that Allah is with them. A double qualification is indicated for so high an honour—(1) that they should not 
yield to human passion or anger or impatience, and (2) that they should go on with constancy doing good 
all around them. To attain the Presence of Allah in the sense of “I am with you" is the culmination of the 
righteous man’s aspiration, (Cf 27:70). 
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INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 17—AL ISRA’ OR BANT ISRAIL 


In the gradation of spiritual teaching (see Introduction to Sirah 8), we saw that the first 
seven Strahs sketched the early spiritual history of man, and led up to the formation of the new 
Ummah of Islam. Stirahs 8 to 16 formed another series dealing with the formation of the new 
Ummah and its consolidation, and Allah's dealing with man taken as an Ummah and considered 
in his social relations in organised commumities (see Introduction to Siirahs 8, 10, and 16). We 
now come to a fresh series, (Stirahs 17-29), which may be considered in three parts. Sirahs 17-21 
begin with an allusion to the Mi'ray (of which more later), and proceed to spiritual history as 
touching individuals rather than nations. The old prophets and stories of the past are now referred 
to from this point of view. Sirahs 22-25 refer to Hajj (pilgrimage), worship and prayer, chastity, 
privacy, etc., as related to-a man’s individual spiritual growth. Siirahs 26-29 go back to the old 
prophets and stories of the past, as illustrating the growth of the individual soul in its reactions 
against the lives of the communities and the reactions of the communities to the lives of its great 


Let us now consider S. 17. by itself. Tt opens with the mystic Vision of the Ascension of 
the Holy Prophet: he was transported from the Sacred Mosque (of Makkah) to the Farthest Mosque 
(of Jerusalem) in a night and shown some of the Signs of Allah. The majority of Commentators 
take this Night Journey literally, but allow that there were other occasions on which a spiritual 
Journey or Vision occurred. Even on the supposition of a miraculous bodily Journey, it is conceded 
that the body was almost transformed into spiritual fineness. The Hadith literature gives details 
of this Journey and its study helps to elucidate its meaning. The Holy Prophet was first transported 
to the seat of the earlier revelations in Jerusalem, and then taken through the seven heavens even 
to the Sublime Throne, and initiated into the spiritual mysteries of the human soul struggling 
in Space and Time. The Spaniard, Miguiel Asin, Arabic Professor in the University of Madrid, 
has shown that this Mira literature had a great influence on the Mediaeval literature of Europe, 
and especially on the great Italian poem, the Druine Comedy (or Drama) of Dante, which towers 
like a landmark in mediaeval European literature. 


The reference to this great mystic story of the M:'rdj is a fitting prelude to the journey 
of the human soul in its spiritual growth in life. The first steps in such growth must be through 
moral conduct — the reciprocal rights of parents and children, kindness to our fellow-men, courage 
and firmness in the hour of danger, and sense of personal responsibility, and a sense of Allah's 
Presence through prayer and praise. 


The Mr'r@j is usually dated to the 27th night of the month of Rajab (though other dates, 
¢g., 17th of Rabi I, are also given) in the year before the Hijrah. This fixes the date of the opening 
verse of the Sirah, though portions of the Sirah may have been a little earlier. 


Summary —The spiritual experiences of the Prophets of Allah are given in order that Allah's 
Signs may be made clear to men: man is misled into evil, and must be guided to a sense of personal 
responsibility (17:1-22, and C, 128). (R). 


Our service to Allah is shown also in our human relations, goodness to parents and kinsmen 
and strangers in want, as well as kindness to children, purity in sex relations, justice and respect 
for human life, protection of orphans, probity in all dealings, and avoidance of arrogance. (17:23-40, 
and C. 129). 


Allah's glory is above all comparison, and the reception of His revelation marks off the 
man of faith from those who do not believe. But the Believers should speak fair and avoid dissensions, 
for Allah doth encompass all men (17:41-60, and C. 130). 
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Pride caused the fall of Ibl¥s, but the children of Adam have been raised in excellence 
above other Creation. They will be judged by their deeds. Prayer is good at stated times and at 
night, and the Qur'an is offered as healing and mercy (17:61-84, and C. 151). 


Inspiration (the Qur'an) is a Sign of Allah's grace, and men should accept it without making 
carping excuses. Be humble in prayer and praise (17:85-11], and C. 152). 


C, 128.—It is the privilege of the men of God 
(17:1-22) To see the sublimest mysteries 
Of the spiritual world and instruct men 
In Righteousness; they warn and shield men 
Against Evil. But nothing can lessen 
Each soul's personal responsibility 
For its own deeds. It carries its fate 
Round its own neck. Allah's gifts 
Are for all, but not all receive 
The same gifts, nor are all gifts 
Of equal dignity or excellence. 





678 


Sirah 17. 
Al Isra@’ (The Night Journey), or Uist ee (eke 
Bani Isr@’Ml (The Children of Israel) 
In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Mos Pel i ‘ 
Most Merciful. ee a eS 
1. Glory to (Allah) Wheas acs cles soe 
Who did take His Servant Ma eedemm cine Agate © 
For a Journey by night*!** a iy a os 


From the Sacred Mosque*!*’ 





To the Farthest Mosque, *"** Se s -< -s -%4- 
Whose precincts We did SMS an NS} 
Bless—in order that We a i Ft Ne 
Might show him some sat aot Aa pater 
Of Our Signs: for He 
Is the One Who heareth Zieh 92 
And seeth (all things).™** ReaNpniil 4s} 
2. We gave Moses the Book,*!”° Se prrecr AZ or 
And made it a Guide She SINS FACS 





2166, The reference is to the Mi'raj for which see the Introduction to this Sirah. 


2167. Masjid is a place of prayer: here it refers to the Ka‘bah at Makkah. It had not yet been cleared 
of its idols and rededicated exclusively to the One True God. It was symbolical of the new Message which 
was being given to mankind. 


2168. The Farthest Mosque must refer to the site of the Temple of Solomon in Jerusalem on the hill of 
Moriah, at or near which stands the Dome of the Rock. This and the Mosaue known as the Farthest Mosque 
(al Masjid al Agsd) were completed by the Amir ‘Abd al Malik in A.H. 68. Farthest, because it was the place 
of worship farthest west which was known to the Arabs in the time of the Holy Prophet: it was a sacred place 
to both Jews and Christians, but the Christians then had the upper hand, as it was included in the Byzantine 
(Roman) Empire, which maintained a Patriarch at Jerusalem. The chief dates in connection with the Temple 
are: it was finished by Solomon about B.C, 1004; destroyed by the Babylonians under Nebuchadnezzar about 
586 B.C.; rebuilt under Ezra and Nehemiah about 515 B.C.; turned into a heathen idol-temple by one of 
Alexander's successors, Antiochus Epiphanes, 167 B.C; restored by Herod, B.C. 17 to A.C. 29: and completely 
razed to the ground by the Emperor Titus in A.C. 70. These ups and downs are among the greater Signs 
in religious history. 


2169. Allah's knowledge comprehends all things, without any curtain of Time or any separation of Space. 
He can therefore see and hear all things, and the Mr'rily was a reflection of this knowledge without Time or Space. 

In this and the subsequent verses, the reference to Allah is generally in the first person and plural. But 
in the first and the last clause of this verse it is in the third person singular: “Glory to Allah, Who did take 
Hés Servant... ", “He is the One. . ™. In each of these two instances, the clause expresses the point of view of 
Allah’s creatures, who glorify Him, and whose hearing and seeing are ordinarily so limited that they can do 
nothing but glorify Him when one of His creatures is raised up to hear and see the Mysteries. It is they who 


glorify Him. (R). 


2170. The Book: the revelation that was given to Moses. It was there clearly laid down that those who 
followed Moses must consider Allah as all-in-all. “Thou shalt have no other gods before me; thou shalt not 
make unto thee any graven image. . .; thou shale not bow down thyself to them nor serve them: for I the Lord 
thy God am a jealous God... .;" etc, (Exod. 20:3-5), These are the words of the English Bible. As a matter 
of fact the spirit of Mosaic teaching went further. It referred all things to the Providence of Allah; Allah is 
the Disposer of all affairs, and we are to look to none but Him. This is Islam, and the Miray showed that 
inwas the teaching of Allah from the most ancient times, and yet it was violated by the very people who claimed 
to be its custodians, 
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To the Children of Israel, 
(Commanding): “Take not 
Other than Me*”! 

As Disposer of (your) affairs.” 


. O ye that are sprung 
From those whom We carried 


(In the Ark) with Noah!*""* 


bes a\e5 
Sl ews Bu ets 


lise “ys 


SC pee th bad 7-77 4 
ane fr) 


Verily he was a devotee 


Most grateful. 

4. And We gave (clear) warning “eerie 
To the Children of Israel"? Lepr CEs O 
In the Book, that twice*'’* octal Ep 2hh2 9 : 
Would they do mischief Ki 2) es 


On the earth and be elated rc ort ta 
With mighty arrogance Vn Ile 
(And twice would they be 

punished)! 


5. ‘When the first of the warnings sore tp 4 AS we Te ce 
Came to pass, We sent Calg slic y aes ©) 
Against you Our servants oe ; : 
Given to terrible warfare.*'”* Fs reed - 133) Iocan Saat 
They entered the very inmost 
Parts of your homes; 

And it was a warning 


Zg?ts - - 
(Completely) fulfilled. Vpntslnes OE 





2171. Note the transition from ‘We’ in the first clause to Me" in the second clause. The first clause refen 
to the majesty of Allah as the Heavenly King: the second clause refers to His personal interest in all our affain. 


2172. After the Deluge of the time of Noah the only descendants of Noah were those who were saved 
in the Ark with him. They had special reason to celebrate the praise of Allah. But they relapsed into idolatry, 
sin, and abomination. They are reminded of the true and sincere devotion of Noah himself, as contrasted 
with the unworthiness of Noah's descendants, especially the Children of Israel. 


2173. The Book is the revelation given to the Children of Israel. Here it seems to refer to the burning 
words of Prophets like Isaiah. For example, see Isaiah, chap. 24 or Isaiah 5:20-50, or Isaiah $:16-26. 


2174. What are the two occasions referred to? It may be that “twice” is a figure of speech for “more than 
once”, “often” Or it maybe that the two occasions refer to (1) the destruction of the Temple by the Babylonian 
Nebuchadnezzar in 586 B.C., when the Jews were carried off into captivity, and (2) the destruction of Jerusalem 
by Titus in A.C. 70, after which the Temple was never rebuilt. See n. 2168 above. On both occasions it was 
@ judgement of Allah for the sins of the Jews, their backslidings, and their arrogance. 


2175. A good description of the warlike Nebuchadnezzar and his Babylonians. They were servants of Allah 
in the sense that they were instruments through which the wrath of Allah was poured out on the Jews, for 
they penetrated through their lands, their Temple, and their homes, and carried away the Jews, men and women, 
into captivity. As regards “the daughters of Zion” see the scathing condemnation in Isaiah, $:16-26. 








th eA 


Sirah 17: Al Isra’ 675 age 


6. Then did we t you 64 pede vere cs 
The Return anit them:?!7* =)! Sbos505 3 
We gave you increase Wj ES 
In resources and sons, A ns ssl, Ce 23505 
And made you gq 
The more numerous ; he ter ic7 < 
In manpower. TB AS oe | 


7. If ye did well, BE eh Soh od. eat! 
Ye did well for yourselves; i St Sisk ticoas a OD 
If ye did evil, ree re Aeters 2. Fs | 20 
(Ye did it) against yourselves.*'”’ rye > isws ras sty eae 3 
So when the second im 4 


Of the warnings came to pass, ‘i s yee 
(We permitted your enemies) sod i i os yet) 


To disfigure your faces,*'”* ts 42-12 

And to enter your Temple*'”” nn Te hd 
As they had entered it before, pF ty pho, 
And to visit with destruction ve gle. yas Jy 


All that fell into their power.?!** 


8. It may be that your Lord tee earns ob 
May (yet) show Mercy®!® SHI te 
Unto you; but if ye - 





2176. The return of the Jews from the Captivity was about 520 B.C. They started life afresh. They rebuilt 
the Temple. They carried out various reforms and built up a new Judaism in connection with Ezra. See Appendix 
I following S. 5. For a time they prospered. Meanwhile their old oppressors the Babylonians had been absorbed 
by Persia. Subsequently Persia was absorbed in Alexander's Empire. The whole of western Asia was Hellenized, 
and the new school of Jews was Hellenized also, and had a strong centre in Alexandria, But their footing 
in Palestine continued, and under the Asmonacan Dynasty (B.C. 167-63), they had a national revival, and 
the names of the Maccabees are remembered as those of heroes. Another dynasty, that of the Idumacans, 
(B.C. 63 to B.C. 4), to which Herod belonged, also enjoyed some semi-independent power. The sceptre of Syria 
{including Palestine) passed co the Romans in B.C. 65, and Jewish feudatory Kings held power under them. 
But the Jews again showed a stiff-necked resistance to Allah's Messenger in the time of Jesus, and the inevitable 
pana op > nin ati perry eh ey al ale FP io 

2177. This is a parenthetical sentence. If anyone follows Allah's Law, the benefit goes to himself: he does 
not bestow a favour on anyone else. Similarly evil brings its own recompense on the doer of evil. 


2178, The second doom was due to the rejection of the Message of Jesus. “To disfigure your faces” means 
to destroy any credit or power you may have got: the face shows the personality of the man. 


2179. Titus’s destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.C.. was complete. He was a son of the Roman Emperor 
Vespasian, and at the date of the destruction of Jerusalem, SRP ines Contes tein onthe chewtaindy 
tuled as Roman Emperor from 79 to 8) A.C.. 


2180. Merivale in his Romans Under the Empire gives'a graphic account of the siege and final destruction 
(ed) 1890, 7:221-255). The population of Jerusalem was then 200,000. According to the Latin historian Tacitus 
it was as much as 600,000. There was a famine and there were massacres. There was much fanaticism. The 
judgement of Merivale is: “They” (the Jews) “were judicially abandoned to their own passions and the punishment 
eee 


2181. Now we come to the time of our Holy Prophet. In spite of all the past, the Jews could still have 
obtained Allah's forgiveness if they had not obstinately rejected the greatest of the Prophets also. If they were 
to continue in their sins, Allah's punishment would also continue to visit them. 
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Revert (to your sins) (2: 2 
We shall revert aad sé 
(To Our punishments): sE eee 
And We have made Hell ee le, 
A prison for those who ym Dik A 
Reject (all Faith).*'** Vreven C428 

9. Verily this Qur'an a ee 

Doth guide to that San ole ASI ded) ‘0: 
Which is most right (or stable),?"** 4 dongs pig b gakP 


And giveth the glad tidings wy tHe eae » il 
To the Believers who work “> 


Deeds of righteousness, 0 Cpa ee A path a 
That they shall have Hep STA) Reigns cyl 


A magnificent reward; 


10. And to those who believe not hare 7k (Ans by Ca ta 
In the Hereafter, (it announceth) eS: be i) 3 13 4 ron © 
That We have prepared tC Ar ws 
For them a Penalty ANI A ce 
Grievous (indeed). 

__ SECTION 2. 

i. The prayer that man wecee p 57S ee a oes os 
Should make for good, pdbotlespSheosylpay £} 
He maketh for evil;*!** SZ Re Sisk 
For man is given to YESSY labs 
Hasty (deeds), 

12. We have made the Night Maho aie 2B red 
And the Day two*!** Se Cle hAly Joie, 9 





2182. There is such a thing as disgrace in this life, but the final disgrace is in the Hereafter, and that 
will be irretrievable. 


Notice that the allegorical reference to Jewish history, when brought into relation with the true meaning 
of Mr'vaj, refers to the constant struggle of the individual soul against evil, It has its setbacks and its punishments 
But if it is. true to itself and is true to the Faith in Allah, Allah will give it strength and make it successful 
in its fight against evil. For Allah's Mercy is unbounded and comes to suffering humanity again and again. (R) 


2188. The instability and crookedness of the Jewish soul having been mentioned, the healing balm which 
should have cured it is now pointed out. The Message of the Qur'an is for all. Those who have Faith and 
show that Faith in their conduct must reap their spiritual reward, But those who reject Faith cannot escape 
punishment, Apart from what is past, apart from questions of national or racial history, uhere is a spiritual 
Hope —and a spiritual Danger—for every soul. 


2184. Man in his ignorance or haste mistakes evil for good, and desires what he should not have. The 
wise and instructed soul has patience and does not put its own desires above the wisdom of Allah. He receives 
with contentment the favours of Allah, and prays to be rightly guided in his desires and petitions. 


2185. If we were to cry when it is night, we shall look foolish when it is day; for the night is but a preparation 
for the day: perhaps, as the last verse says, we pray for the day when we want rest for the night. Both ar 
Signs from Allah. Darkness and light stand for ignorance and knowledge, “Where ignorance is bliss, ‘tis folly 
to be wise.” Darkness and light may also stand for shadow and sunshine, sorrow and joy; both may be necessary 
for our development. 
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(Of Our) Signs: the Sign 

Of the Night have We obscured, 
While the Sign of the Day 

We have made to enlighten 
You; that ye may seek 

Bounty from your Lord,*!** 
And that ye may know 

The number and count 

Of the years: all things 

Have We explained in detail. 


Sali 





“6,40 ~— % Seat AF 


aha Aleblancs AulPanieess 


o} 


- Z RAGE , 
Shuazy yo Diced lgpindt le 
SCL; ects LEN AL ZI, 
vA aa es A a 

Wea atlas. 85 
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18. Every man’s fate*!*? scuhoh Gee, * 
We have fastened SS, @ 
On his own neck: a ep procs 
On the Day of Judgement PVA fs y) 
We shall bring out tack tif 5 oF 
For him a scroll, Beh am A Deval Fs 
Which he will see 
Spread open.*'** Ns gt Act 

14. (It will be said to him:) ime - nts BIS ‘A 31 
“Read thine (own) record; 

Sufficient is thy soul a 
This day to make out eee is : 





An account against thee.’’*'*® 


pra WY A elobis seal ye Go) {rep 
S535 

2186. By the physical light we see physical facts. And this physical gift of Allah is good for us in two 
ways: (1) we can arrange for our livelihood, or we can attain knowledge of the physical sciences and gain some 
control over the physical forces of mature; and (2) the daily rising and setting of the sun gives us the computation 
of days and years, for the physical natural year is the solar year, But there is spiritual light even more precious: 
by it we can similarly attain two objects, uz; (1) our spiritual livelihood and knowledge, and (2) our computation 
of the stages we reach in our spiritual years. Let us be patient and seek everything as from Allah—in joy and 
in sorrow, in knowledge and in want of knowledge of those things which are above us, Let us rejoice in what 


Allah has given us, and not be impatient about those things which He in His wisdom has thought fit to withhold 
from us. But all things should be sought and striven for under the guidance of the All-Knowing Allah. 


15. Who receiveth guidance, 
Receiveth it for his own 
Benefit: who goeth astray 





2187, Fate - Ta'ty, literally a bird, hence an omen, an evil omen, fate. Cf. 36:19. The Arabs like the ancient 
Romans, sought to read the mysteries of human fate from the flight of birds. And many of us in our own 
day seek to read our future fortunes by similar superstitions. We read in the previous verse that there are Signs 
of Allah, but they are not meant to subserve the yulgar purpose of disclosing our future destiny in a worldly 
sense. They are meant for quite other purposes, as we have explained. Our real fate does not depend upon 
birds or omens or stars. It depends on our deeds, good or evil, and they hang round our necks, (see also n. 
484). (R). 


2188. These deeds, good or evil, will be embodied in a scroll which will be quite open to us in the light 
of the Day of Judgement, however much we may affect to be ignorant of it now or waste our energies in prying 
into mysteries that do not concern us. 


2189. Our true accusers are our own deeds. Why not look to them instead of vainly prying into something 
superstitious which we call a book of fortune or a book of omens? (Cf 85:3). 
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16. 


17. 


18. 


Doth so to his own loss:*'*° [74% 
No bearer of burdens ey — 
Can bear the burden*’*' Arad od BOD 3 4 as 
Of another: nor would We S> 223 righ 
Make Our Wrath visit 4309) uit, 
Until We had sent SS Suits wee quails) 
A messenger (to give warning). 

When We decide to destroy en Vi oe 

A saa tie (first) send ade clbsa ‘a 

A definite order to those enemas Fa 
Among them who are given Galena sale 
The good things of this life™** StS | 
And yet transgress; so that VANES 
The word is proved true®* Pie 
Against them: then (ual gs as) 


We destroy them utterly. 


How many generations © act sve a te 
' Have We destroyed after Noah?™'* EP awnetos Al Sabai Ao: 


And enough is thy Lord a a gee 

To note and see oes salepanch dhs 
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(Of this life), We readily*'”* 





2190. The doctrine of personal responsibility is insisted on, and the basis of ethics is shown to be ou 
own good or evil as furthering or obstructing our highest development 


2191. The doctrine of vicarious atonement is condemned. Salvation for the wicked cannot be attained 


by the punishment of the innocent. One man cannot bear the burden of another: that would be unjust. Every — 
man must bear his own personal responsibility. Cf 6:164. But Allah never visits His wrath on anyone until 
due warning is conveyed to him through an accredited messenger. 


2192. Allah's Mercy gives every chance to the wicked to repent. When wickedness gets so rampant that 


punishment becomes inevitable, even then Allah's Mercy and Justice act together. Those who are highly gifted 
from Allah —it may be with wealth or position or it may be with talents and opportunities — are expected © 
understand and obey. They are given a definite order and warning. If they still transgress there is no further 
room for argument. They cannot plead that they were ignorant. The command of the Lord is proved againn 
them, and its application is called for beyond doubt. Then it is that their punishment is completed. 


2195, Qauv here has the sense of word, order, law, charge framed against one under a definite law (Cf 36:7), 
2194. Noah's Flood is taken as a new starting point in history, But even after that hundreds of empire, — 


towns, and generations have perished for their wickedness. 


: 


2195. Let not the wicked think, because they are given a lease of life and luxury for a time, that thet 


wickedness has escaped notice. Allah notes and sees all things, both open and secret. He knows the hiddes 


motives and thoughts of men, and He has no need of any other evidence His knowledge and sight ee 


all-sufficient. 


2196. An explanation is now given of how it is that prosperity sometimes seems to attend the wicked. 
The explanation is threefold; (1) the transitory things of this life are worth little in the eternal scheme of things — 
(2) even they are provided, not just because their recipients wish for them, but according to a definite Plas — 


of Allah; and (5) in the end there is for the wicked the eternal misery and deprivation of grace-—the Hel 
which is wore than destruction in the terms of this world. 


{ 
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2197, All the pride and insolence will then be brought low, The disgrace and the exclusion from the "sight 
of the Face of Allah” will by themselves be punishments of which the magnitude cannot be measured in the 
terms of our present material life 


2198, This is in contrast to the last verse. Those who wish for mere earthly good sometimes get it and 
misuse it. Those whose eyes are fixed on the Hereafter, they too share in their Lord's bounty provided they 
fulfil the conditions explained in the next note; but their wishes and endeavours are more acceptable in the 
fight of Allah. 


2199. A mere wish for moral and spiritual good is not enough. It must be backed up by hard endeavour 
and supported by a lively Faith, On those conditions the wishes are accepted by Allah. 


2200. Allah's favours are showered on all—the just and the unjust, the deserving and the undeserving. 
But there is a difference as explained in the last two verses. 


2201. Nor should man suppose that all gifts are of equal value. The spiritual ones rank far higher in 
dignity and real worth than the transitory ones. Therefore it is altogether wrong to compare the worldly prosperity 
dawicked man with the apparent want of it to a man of spiritual worth, There is no comparison between 
them when measured by right standards. 


2202. The seeming inequality of gifts to men might make short-sighted men impugn the impartiality 
of Allah. But the fault lies with such men’s own want of knowledge and want of Faith. There is no excuse 
fer them to seek other objects of worship than Allah. For there is none worthy of worship except Allah. 





Sirah 17: Al Isra’ 680 Hay ligt 
Or thou (O man!) wilt sit RGA AR FER 
In disgrace and destitution.**” Yaad Layee dats 


C. 129.—To be worthy of the service of the One True God, 

(17:23-40.) We must love and serve His Creatures, 
The parents who cherished us in childhood 
Deserve our humble reverence and service: next 
Come the rights of kinsmen, those in want, 
And wayfaring strangers: to each 
According to his need, not in spendthrift show. 
And gentleness is needed to those whom we 
Cannot help. Allah will provide. He has made 
Life sacred and pure. Fulfil your trusts 
For orphans and deal with all in strictest 
Probity. Pry not into evil from curiosity, 
And shun insolence: for Allah hates evil — 
The One, the Good, the Universal Lord! 


f SECTION 3. 
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24. And, out of kindness, JN ees vas! 
Lower to them the wing*?°* e rien eh 
Of humility, and say: ay xi ant \ss 





2203. If foolish men turn to false objects of worship, they will not only be disappointed, but they will 
lose the respect of their own fellow-men, and spiritually they will be reduced to destitution. All their talents 
and their words will be of no avail. 


2204. The spiritual and moral duties are now brought into juxtaposition. We are to worship none but 
Allah, because none but Allah is worthy of worship, not because “the Lord thy God is a jealous God, visiting 
the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate Me’ 
(Exod. 20:5), 

Note that the act of worship may be collective as well as individual; hence the plural (a‘bud@. The kindnes 
to parents is an individual act of piety; hence the singular tagul, qul, etc. 


2205. Cf. 15:88 and n. 2011, and 26:215. The metaphor is that of a high-flying bird which lowers her 
wing out of tenderness to her offspring. There is a double aptness. (1) When the parent was strong and th 
child was helpless, parental affection was showered on the child: when the child grows up and is strong, and 
the parent is helpless, can he do less than bestow similar tender care on the parent? (2) But more: he mux 
approach the matter with gentle humility; for does not parental love remind him of the love with which Allah 
cherished His creatures? There is something here more than simple human gratitude: it goes up into the highes 
spiritual region. 
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2206. Note that we are asked to honour our father and mother, not “that thy days may be long upon 
the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee” (Exod. 20:12), but upon much higher and more universal grounds, 
such as befit a perfect revelation. In the first place, not merely respect, but cherishing kindness, and humility 
to parents, are commanded. In the second place this command is bracketed with the command to worship 
the One True God: Parental love should be to us a type of divine love; nothing that we can do can ever really 
compensate for that which we have received. In the third place (see next verse) our spiritual advancement 
is teed by this; we cannot expect Allah's forgiveness if we are rude or unkind to those who unselfishly brought 


us up. 
2207. Iris the heart, EEE SO by which we are judged: for Allah knows them all. 


2208. fn the Jewish Decalogue, which was given to a primitive and hard-hearted people, this refinement 
of kindness—to those in want and to wayfarers (¢¢ , total strangers whom you come across) finds no place, 
Nor was there much danger of their wasting their substance out of exuberance. Even the command “to honour 
thy father and mother” comes after the ceremonial observance of the Sabbath, With us, the worship of Allah 
is linked up with kindness—to parents, kindred, those in want, those who are far from their homes though 
they may be total strangersto us. Ic is not mere verbal kindness. They have certain rights which must be fulfilled, 


2209. All charity, kindness, and help are conditioned by our own resources. There is no merit if we merely 
spend out of bravado or for idle show. How many families are ruined by extravagant expenses at weddings, 
funerals, etc., or (as they may call it) to “oblige friends or relatives", or to give to able-bodied beggars? To 
no one was this command more necessary than it is to Muslims of the present day. 


2210. Spendthrifts are not merely fools. They are of the same family as the Evil Ones. And the chief 
of the Evil Ones (notice the transition from the plural to the singular)—Satan himself —fell by his ingratitude 
to Allah. So those who misuse or squander Allah's gifts are also ungrateful to Allah. 
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29. 


Of easy kindness." 


Make not thy hand tied**** 
(Like aemiser’s)to (hy neck, 
Sor stretch it forth 

To its utmost. reach, 

So that thou become 
Blameworthy and destirute. 


. Verily thy Lord doth provide 


Sustenance in abundance 

For whom He pleaseth, and He 
Provideth in a just measure," 
For He doth know 

And regard all His servants, 
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Section 4, 
31. Rill not your children®™ “RES O 
or fear of want: We shall i pe 
Provide sustenance for them fee - ee cane 
As well as for you. . feu A 16 
Verily the killing of them s\: 
$2. Nor come nigh to unlawful «x ia je ee 
For it is a shameful (deed) SE SUNY SITS 





ii. Seu: anait hare:.vn. "earn. avey' frome peuple Soe coo rerseen, (1) Tou may. ont have the whcrralial 


wtih whieh wo enrertaim them and give them hes rights: ot (2) you may Save us gee them a wide berth becoce 
their thoughts are not as your thoughu. Im either case Chere ia oo need eo apeab harbly to them. Your word. 
thould be those of “easy kindnew!, ie, the sort of kinciness (not merely frigid polintness) which flows from 
py and understanding amd unoahe over unnecessary diffieulors in human intercourse. 


24010. Cf the phone for misverlines in GH. We are not w be so lavish as to moke ourselves deste 
and incur the jus censure of wise men, wor la it becoming to keep back our resourers [rom the jum seed 
af tho who have acright to our help. Even mtrangen have such a right, as we saw in 1726 abowr, tus we 
mast keep o just measure beteren our capacity and other people's mrecs 
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of strength whereas «daugherr was a erurce of weakness Even new infanticide a not unkneen in other coun 
for economic reasons. This crime againat children’s lives is here characeerised as one of the greatest of wee 
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2215. Literally, “it is evil as a road (or a way).” Adultery is not only shameful in itself and inconsistent 
with any self-respect or respect for others, but it opens the road to many evils. It destroys the basis of the 
family; it works against the interests of children born or to be born; it may cause murders and feuds and 
jou of reputation and property, and also loosens permanently the bonds of society. Not only should it be avoided 
as asin, but any approach or temptation should be avoided. 


2216. On the subject of Qus@s see 2:178 and the notes thereto. Under the strict limitations there laid down, 
a life may be taken for a life. The heir is given the right to demand the life; but he must not exceed duc 
bounds, because he is helped by the Law. Some Commentators understand “he” in “he is helped (by the Law)" 
to refer to the heir of the person against whom Qisds is sought. He too will be helped by the Law, if the heir 
of the first slain exceeds the bounds of Law. 


2217. Cf, 6:152, and other passages relating to orphans, ¢.g., 2:220, If an orphan’s property is touched 
at all, it should be to improve it, or to give him something better than he had before — never to take a personal 
advantage for the benefit of the guardian, A bargain that may be quite fair as between two independent persons 
would be, under this verse, unfair as between a guardian and his orphan ward until the latter attains the 
full age of understanding, 

2218. Ashuddahk means the age when the orphan reaches his ful) maturity of strength and understanding. 
say between the ages of 18 and 30. The age of legal majority may be 18 (as for certain purposes in India) 
or 21 (as in England). For certain purposes in Muslim law it may be less than 18. In the orphan’s interest 
a much stricter standard is required in his case. 

2219. The definite article al has here a generic meaning, and is best translated “every” 

2220. From the context the engagements referred to would relate to beneficial contracts connected with 
the orphan’s property or promises or undertakings given by the guardian or implied in the terms of his 
appointment. But the words are general and may be interpreted in the general sense, Note that this sentence 
does not occur in the similar passage in 6:152, where there was a discussion of social laws: it is appropriate 
here, where the discussion is about the guardian's personal and individual responsibility in a spiritual sense. 
(Cf. 5:}). 
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2221. Giving just measure and weight is not only right in inelf bur is ultimately to the best apiriiwal ad 
material advantage of the person who gives it. 


2222. Idle curiosity may lead us to nose into evil, through our ignorance that it is evil, We mus pu 
against every aach danger. We must only hear the things chat are known tous te be of good report, ane on 
things chat are good and inseruceive and entertain in our hearts feelitiga or in our minds ideas that we hin 
reason to expect will be spiritually profitable to us: We shall be called to account for the exercise of Ben 
faculty that has been given to ot. This goes a little farther than a famous sculpture on a Japanese temp: 
in which three monkeys are shown as putting their bands to their tare, eyes, and mouths, respectively. en show 
that they were not prepared to hearamy evil, sec any evil, or speak any evil. Here tile curiosity is condemned 
Futility isto be avoided even-if it does not reach the degree of positive evil, 


2225, Tnsclence, of arrogance, or undue elation at our powers or capacities, is the first sep to many ev 
Besides, ic ip unjustified. All our gifts are fram Allah. 


2204. The moral low, as expounded in 17:25-39 is far in advance of the bare Decalogue in that ip search 
SOL motve, andres pointed auention to the weak and helpless if we areto reach any spiritual ondertanday 
of Allah. It beging ith amention of the worship of Allah, the One True God and ends with a similar ments 
to close the argument, thus emphasizing the fact chat the Jove of Allah embraces the love.of man and practical 


help of our fellow-erearores, (FR), 
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C. 180.— There is none like unto Allah. Exalted 

(17:41-60.) Beyond measure is He. All Creation 
Declares His glory. His revelation 
Is Truth, but is beyond comprehension 
To those who believe not in the Hereafter. 
Those who serve Him should beware 
Lest words unseemly should escape them, 
Whether to friend or foe, Avoid 
Dissensions, and know that Allah's Wrath 
When kindled is a terrible thing, 
But we rejoice that He forbears and forgives. 


SECTION 5. 













41. We have explained (things) 
In various (ways) in this Qur'an, 
In order that they may receive***’ 
Admonition, but it only increases 
Their flight (from the Truth)! 
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42. Say: if there had been 
(Other) gods with Him — 
As they say—bchold, 
They would certainly have 
Sought out a way 
To the Lord of the Throne!**** 
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2225. “Blameworthy” carries us back by reminiscence to 17:29, between which and this verse there is 
mention of crimes committed out of covetousness and a selfish disregard of other people's rights. “Rejected” 
carries back our reminiscence to 1718, from which.to here we have a reference to crimes that lead to deprivation 
of Allah's grace. The latter is of course wider than the former, Note how subtly the two streams of thought 
are here conjoined, 


— 


o 

2226. Cf. 16:57-59. Insistence on true worship means also exclusion of false worship or worship derogatory 
to Allah. In circles where daughters were despised and even their lives had to be protected by special legislation, 
what could have been more dreadful than ascribing daughters to Allah? 


2227. Things are explained in the Qur'an from all points of view, individual and national, by means 
of stories, parables, and figures of speech, and by way of categorical commands, But those who are evil, instead 
of profiting by such instruction, often go farther and farther away from the Truth. 

2228, There is only One True God. But if, as polytheists say, there had been subsidiary gods, they would 
yet have had to go to the Throne of the Supreme God, for they could have done nothing without Him. Thus 
the Islamic idea of the unity of the Godhead is quite different from the polytheistic ideas of a supreme god, 
amin the Greek Pantheon, where Jupiter was often defied by the minor deities! But such ideas are absurd, 
w stated in the next verse (Cf 21:21-22 and 23:91), 
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2229. All Creation, animate and inanimate, sings Allah's praises and celebrates His glory—animate, with 
consciousness, and inanimate, in the evidence which it furnishes of the unity and glory of Allah. All Natur 
bears witness to His power, wisdom, and goodness. It is only “ye” te., those who reject the whole trend of 
your nature and deny Faith simply because ye have been given a limited amount of choice and free’ will=it 
is only such as “ye” that understand not what every other creature understands and proclaims with joy and 
pride, What must be your degradation! And yet Allah bears with you and forgives you! Such is His goodness! (R), 


2230. Verl invisible: Some Commentators understand mastir here as equivalent to sa@tir: a veil that make 
invisible, a thick or dark veil. But I think that the meaning of mastiir (in the passive voice) as “hidden ot 
invisible" is more consonant with the whole passage. If all nature, external and within ourselves, declares Allah) 
glory, those unfortunates who cut themselves off from their better nature are isolated from the true servanu 
of Allah and the revelation of Allah, because (1) they are unfit for being in their company, and (2) becaus 
the servants of Allah and the revelation of Allah must be protected from the pain which blasphemy or rebellion 
must cause to their unsullied nature. The veil is none the less real even though it is invisible. (R). 


2231. The invisible veil being put against the ungodly on account of their deliberate rejection of Truth. 
The result is that their minds are fogged so that they cannot understand and their ears are clogged so that 
they cannot hear. In other words, the effects of Evil become cumulative in shutting out Allah's grace. 
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47. We know best why it is 


They listen, when they listen**** 
To thee; and when they 

Meet in private conference, 
Behold, the wicked say, 
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A man bewitched!” 
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2232. See last nore. That being so, the only motive for the ungodly to listen to Allah's Truth is to scoff 
‘Mit instead of co be instructed by it. They may make a show of listening, but when they meet together in 
private, they show themselves in their true colours. Cf. 2:14, They cannot belp secing that there is singular 
charm and attractiveness in Allah's Word. and that it consoles, helps. and elevates many people who receive 
it in the right spirit. So they pretend that they are superior to such people and laugh at them for listening 
to someone who is only under the influence of something which they call magic! (see also 25:8). 


~ 2235. Note that the word used is “SabYlan" “a way", not “the way’. In going astray they have lost the 
Way; but never Can'they find any'means of getting back w that way, or of justifying themselves or making 
food their wicked similes. 


2234. They do not realise that Allah Who created them once out of nothing can create them again with 
memories of their past, in order to render to Him an account of how they used or misused the talents and 
‘opportunities which they were given. If it is to be a new Creation, what then? Bones and dust or ashes may 
yet retain something of the personality which was enshrined in them. But even if they were reduced to stones 
of iron or anything which their minds can conceive of as being most unlike them, yet there is nothing impossible 
to Allah! He has clearly sent a Message that we shall have to render an account of ourselves, and His Message 
_ Wnecessarily true (Cf 17:98 and 75:3). (R). 


Sitirah 17: Al Isra’ 688 Iie. Gey 


Their heads towards thee,**** Fe oe La thew se a> 5% 
And ‘say, “When will Pst 9 el} 
That be?” Say, “Maybe #2 » Bs 4 PY, ” 
It will be quite soon!” Lpcoge ola edi 

52. “It will be on a Day RECA “Sr 
When He will call you, aoe © 
And ye will answer ont tn ee 
(His call) with (words <2 Ae FL gett 
Of) His praise, and ye**** ae te ee ee 
Will think that ye tarried DIS Y | paolo bi 
But a little while!"***’ 

SECTION 6, 

53. Say to My servants o 1 htth 2? ut See 
That ‘they stiould (only) say asec b © 
Those things that are best:725* . ae f “<7 += Paes er 
For Satan doth sow ~ pro er SS |) 
Dissensions among them: SBE poy eli ser Re Gite 
For Satan is to man Lys lye Wk: Lo 5iy) 


An avowed enemy. 


54. It is your Lord ete Mis: . 
That knoweth you best; Eso) Kel 
If He please, He granteth**** oars 





2235. The sceptic shifts his ground when he is cornered in argument. It is no longer tenable for him 
to say that it cannot happen or that there is no one who can bring him back to life and memory. He now 
gets shaky, and says, “Well, when is that going to happen?” The actual time no man can tell. Indeed that 
event’ will be on a plane in which there will be no Time. Our relative ideas of time and place will have been 
completely overthrown, and it will appear to us then, not that it has been postponed too long, but that it 
has come too soon! See the next verse and note, 


2236. It may be that this verse should not be in the inverted commas governed by the verb “say” in the 
last clause of the last verse. In that case, the answer to the sceptic would be finished in the last verse, and 
this verse would be a general statement applying also to the righteous, who will rise up celebrating the praises 
of Allah. But on the whole, I think it is better to take this verse as part of the answer to the sceptic referred 
to in the last verse. 


2237. Whatever may have been your spiritual blindness in this life, the “new creation” will have opened 
your eyes to the Truth. No one will any longer be in any delusion as regards the Reality of Allah, and will 
be forced by their new circumstances, to recognise the Truth and sing Allah's praises. And all will be surprised 
at the seemingly short flight of time since they had their little ephemeral life on this earth. They wil! nov 
appraise its true worth. 

2258. This command refers to two situations, (1) Even to your enemies and the enemies of Allah you 
should speak fair: who are you to judge others? Judgement belongs to Allah alone, for He knows you (é¢., 
all mankind) best, and your personal knowledge is at best imperfect. And Satan is always trying to divide 
mankind, (2) Amongst yourselves, also you should not entertain suspicions, but speak politely according wo 
the best standards of human speech. A false or unkind word may destroy all your efforts at building up unity. 
because the forces of disruption are more numerous than the forces of unity. 


2289. Man should never for a single moment entertain a thought that would imply that he was wiser 
than Allah, Allah's knowledge is all-embracing. If He grants mercy to some that you consider wicked or 
punishment to some that you consider righteous, it is your knowledge or your deductions that are at fault, 
not Allah's righteous Plan. Even Prophets of Allah are not sent to arrange or dispose of men’s affairs, but 
only to teach Allah's Message. How much less can ordinary men presume to judge other men? The Mashiah- 
Will and Plan of Allah—is above all human wisdom. (R). 


Sirah 17: Al Isra’ 


689 


You mercy, or if He please, 
Punishment: We have not sent 


Wali Aeee 
i SEV Sats sap y 


Thee to be a disposer oil are Br-- 
Of their affairs for them. Sie is BA Lay 
55. And it is your Lord AAs ery 


That knoweth best all beings 
That are in the heavens***® 
Andon earth: We 

Did bestow on some Prophets 
More (and other) gifts 

Than on others: and We gave 
To David (the gift 


ware Sallage 


re Cane 5c jam ls a 1G! 


FIA Re oO ve 


pd d.slaLasles 


Of) the Psalms.***! 


56. Say: “Call on those— 
Besides Him—whom ye fancy: 
They have neither the power 
To remove your troubles 
From you nor to change them."**#? 


ser eat 
SG.4 32 pacah) PN ie & © 
of red & s Bt i kive 
We Vo Seej a as 


Sor 7 AT ist 


57. Those whom they call upon ao aa a] r ve 


Do desire (for themselves) means 


Of access to their Lord— ig {2224 

Even those who are nearest:**** relat ey NS 

They hope for His Mercy OA 27 Be pee oP foe 
And fear His Wrath: wilde e\Ay ate Speps 


For the Wrath of thy Lord 
Is something to take heed of. 


“77 


St perer 
Gye SEL 51823) 





2240. Not only are we not to judge other ordinary men and catp at them, we are not to set up false 
standards for judging the Prophets of Allah. If one was born of the unlearned Arab race, he yet was a mercy 
to all the worlds. If one spoke to Allah as Kalim Allah or another's life as RGA Allah begun with a spiritual 
miracle; it does not imply superiority, It only means that Allah's wisdom is more profound than we can fathom. 
(R). 


2241. The spiritual gifts with which the prophets came may themselves take differne forms, according 
to the needs of the world and the times in which they lived, as judged by the wisdom of Allah. A striking 
example here given is the gift of song and music as given to David, but it implies no superiority of David 
over others, David was given the Zadiir, the Psalter or Psalms, intended to be sung for the worship of Allah 
and the celebration of Allah's praise. For the Book of Psalms, see the last part of n. 669 to 4:163, where exactly 
the same words are used about David. 


2442, Men's suspicions of each or of the prophets have been condemned in the previous verses, We now 
have the strongest condemnation of all, that of imagining any other being as being equal or in the same category 
with One True God. Allah has all power; they have no power, They cannot remove men's troubles. They cannot 
even mitigate or change them so as to afford the least relief, Why indulge in false worship? 


2445. Where men or heroes, or prophets or angels are worshipped, the worship is futile: because (1) even 
if they are good and holy, and ever so near to Allah, yet the nearest of them have need to seek means of access 
to Allah, and they do seek such means, wxz.,: the hope of Allah's Grace: (2) though by their very nature it 
is impossible for us to suppose that they will incur the Wrath of Allah, yet they are but creatures and are 
subject to the law of personal responsibility. 
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2244, These verses are a commentary on the last clause of the last verse. “The Wrath of thy Lord is someching 
to take heed of.” The godless thoughtlessly challenge Allah's Wrath, but do they realise its nature? Even the 
best of us must be moved with terror when we think of its consequences, were it not for His unbounded Mercy 
Those who deny the Hereafter fail to realise its terrible Portents. They ask for Portents and Miracles now, 
but do they realise that their coming means destruction and misery to those who reject faith? They will come 
soon enough, The whole world will be convulsed before the Day of Judgement. The part of the wise is to 
prepare for it. 


2245. Past generations treated Signs and Portents with contempt or rebellion, and brought about their 
own undoing. It is only Allah's Mercy that gives them Grace for a time and prevents the coming of those Portents 
and Punishments which would overwhelm them if they were put to their trial at once. 


2246. An example is cited from the story of Thamid. A wonderful she-came! was sent among them a 
a Portent and a Symbol. In their wickedness they hamstrung her. So instead of her reclaiming them she wa 
a cause of their destruction, as their sin and rebellion were laid bare. For the story of the she-camel and the 
reference to the passages in which she is mentioned, see n. 1044 to 7:73. 


2247. Signs, Miracles, and Portents are sent by Allah as a warning, to strike terror into the hearts of 
evildoers and reclaim them to the right path. I have discussed Fear as a motive for reclaiming certain kinds 
of hard hearts, in my note 82 to ‘2:74, But some hearts are so hard that even this motive does not work. Ay 
they have a limited free will given by Allah, they are to that extent free to choose. But when they actually 
choose evil, Allah in His infinite Mercy delays their punishment and removes the occasion for their immediate 
self-destruction by withholding the Signs which might make them transgress all the more and compass their 
total destruction. 


2248. The reference may be to 72:28, probably an earlier Makkan revelation. But the argument i 
independent of time. This verse falls naturally into three divisions. Warnings and Portents and Signs are sent 
of not sent according to Allah's All-Wise Plan or Mercy and Justice: this is in no wise inconsistent with the 
apparent freedom given to the wicked: because (1) in any case Allah is all around all His creacures, and His 
delay as a Sign of Mercy in no way diminishes His power; (2) the Visions of Truth vouchsafed to Prophew 
of Allah are themselves Signs by which they can warn the ungodly; and (5) sometimes it is more mercifdl 
to give them time by not immediately bringing the matter to judgement. (R), 
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2249. Some Commentators take this as referring to the Mi'vay (17:1) and others to other spiritual visions. 
Such visions are miracles, and become a stumbling block to unbelievers. They are an encouragement to men 
of faith. Thus they are “a trial for men” 


2250. The tree of Zaggiim, a bitter and pungent tree described as growing at the bottom of Hell, a type 
ofall that is disagreeable. See $7:62-65; 44:45-46; and 56:52. All these are Sdrahs chronologically earlier than 
this Sirah. The application of the name to a tree of the myrobalan kind in the region of Jericho is, I think, 
‘of post-Quranic date, 

It is a trial for wrongdoers. See 37:63 and n. 4073. 


2251. Cf 7:11-18, which deals, as is the case here, with the temptation of the individual human soul, 
while 2°30-38 deals with the collective race of man through Adam. Arrogance. jealousy, spite, and hatred 
‘ate the ingredients of the story of Ibits. 
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#252. The power of Evil over man la due co man’s limited free will, In other words mam hands hiroel! 
to Evi), As to ther who loyally worbip and serve Allah, Evil haa ne power over them, Thisis expresdy mecntioand 
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2255, The power. of Evil @ summarily dismissed, bet oot without a clear warning. “Do thy worst: if any 
of them milmise dheir limited free will and deliberately follow thee, they miuat-take the consequenoes with ther 
all of you trust anawer according to pour personal pexpomsibilicy” 

FES. “Do thy worst: but ye arr eth warned that that path beads to destroction~ 

2255. Evil has many anares for mankind, The one that is put in. the foreground ia the voice — the seductive 
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2261. This illustration of the sea, and the skill with which, by Allah's grace, men pass through it with 
ease in order to carn material gains by commerce, social gains by human intercourse, and spiritual gains by 
knowledge, is frequently used to enforce Allah's goodness to man. Cf. 2:164. 


2262. Against Allah's gracious gifts and mercies is contrasted man’s ingratitude. In danger he remembers 
Allah, the One True God, but relapses into his own fancies when the danger is past., Cf. also 10:22-23. (R), 


2265. Man is safe-neither on land nor at sea except by the grace and mercy of Allah. How forcibly this 
is brought home to us by the Quetta earthquake of Sist May 1955, when tens of thousands of men, women, 
and children, perished in a few moments, by night, buried in debris! The stories of violent destructive tornadoes 
in such areas as the southern United States are equally impressive. The destruction is so sudden that the victims 
have no time to arrange anything. They are simply wiped out. 


2264. If a man fices from the Wrath of Allah, there is no place secure for him. He may flee from sea 
to land, and back again from land to sea. But his life depends on the Disposer of all affairs. He may go again 
and again to sea, and perhaps finally end by being drowned. 
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2265. The distinction and honour conferred by Allah on man are recounted in order to enforce the 
corresponding duties and responsibilities of man. He is raised to a position of honour above the brute creation: 
he has been granted talents by which he can transport himself from place to place by land, sea, and now 
by air: all the means of the sustenance and growth of every part of his nature are provided by Allah, and 
his spiritual faculties (the greatest gift of Allah) raise him above the greater part of Allah's Creation. Should 
he not then realise his noble destiny and prepare for the real life in the Hereafter? 


2266. 1 have discussed various meanings of /rendm in 2:124, n. 124. What is the meaning here? The 
Commentators are divided. Some understand the meaning to be that each People or Group will appear with 
its Leader, who will bear witness to its virtues or sins: Cf. 16:84. Another view is that the Jmam is their revelation, 
their Book. A third is that the /mam is the record of deeds spoken of in the next clause. I prefer the firs. 


2267. Literally, by che value of a fatil. a small skin in the cleft of a date stone; this has no value. 


2268. On the Judgement Day the children of light will receive and peruse their record, and will render 
joyful thanks to Allah for His Mercies. What of the children of darkness? They had already been blind @ 
this world’s life, and they will not receive the light of Allah’s Countenance then, On the contrary they will 
find that the longer the time they have travelled, the farther away they have gone from the Path, Notice the 
association of ideas— blindness, not seeing the light, going farther and farther away from the Path. 
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76. Their purpose was to scare 
Thee off the land,**”* 
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But in that case they 
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2269. It happens with men of Allah, and it happened with the Holy Prophet, that they are tempted by 
the world with many things which appeal! to the world generally, if they would make some small concession 
in their favour,-The “small concession” may hold the key of the position, and neutralise the whole teaching 
sent by Allah. If che Prophet had accepted wealth and position among the Quraysh and “only respected” their 
idolst The Quraysh would have taken him into their inner circle! A dishonest liar like Musaylama would have 
jumped at the opportunity and been hailed as a friend and associate and made much of. But Prophets of 
Allah are made of sterner stuff. They are given special strength to resist all plausible deception. (R). 


2270, From a purely human point of view it may seem policy to make a small “concession” to men’s weakness 
in order to fulfil a divine mission, But the divine Messenger is given special strength to resist such temptations, 


2271. If such a thing was possible for a true Messenger of Allah, vz. : a compromise with evil and a dereliction 
of his mission, he would be no exception to the law of personal responsibility. Indeed, as the power and the 
responsibility were greater, the punishment would have been greater too, It would have been double — an exposure 
in this life and the usual punishment in or after death for a desertion of the Truth. 


2272. The motive held out by the world for a compromise with Truth is itself fallacious. The motive is 
that the compromise may bring influence, position, and opportunity, if not wealth and the other good things 
of life. But these in themselves (if attained) would not be of use or help if pitted against the command of Allah. 


2278. As happened in the case of the Holy Prophet, the enemies try to frighten the Prophet of Allah 
away from their midst, so that, once away, they could expel him and keep him out. But they are counting 
without the Plan of Allah. If they persecute the righteous, they dig their own graves! (R). 
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e274. This wai no new thing in history. Allah protec His own, and the ungodly cannot long enjoy the 
fraiis of eheir warlghteousness even if their punishment be delayed a Hethe while. 


2278. The Commentators understand bere the command for the five daily canonical prayen, wi: de 
four from the declination of the sun from the zenith to the fullest darkness of the night, and the early morning 
prayer, Fajr, which is usually accompanied by a reading of the Holy Qur'dn, The four afternoon prayer i 
Zak, immediately after the sun begins to decline in the afternoon, ‘As, im che late afiermoon; Maghrib, 
immediately after sunset; and “Isha, after the glow of sunset has disappeared and the full darkness of the might 
has set in, There is difference of opinion as to the meaning of particular words and phrases, bent noe ao 
the general effect of this passage. (Cf mn. 5521), 


2270, The morning prayer ia epecially singled out for separate mention, because the morning is a “Holy 
hear” and epecial spiral infieenees act on the eal aeaking from the night's ree, Special testimerny iw bore 
to the prayers of this hour by the angelic host. 


2277, This waa beld to be addresed specially to the Holy Prophet who usually prayed more thas te 
five canonical prayers, The Tahagrud was a prayer after midnight in the small watches of the morning. 


2278. To the Prophet was to be assigned in the Hereafter the highest Pos of Honour and Glory— de 
Magim Mahmiid implying his excellence above all other Prophets, The immediate reference may be to the 
hope that the Makkan permecution will soon be over and the glorious work in Madinah will begin. (Rj 


2270. The entry andent bere referred toomaey be ingerpreted. in four senses: (1) cntry ino death and 
rilt.at the resurrection for the righteous, who have ponified their souls by prayer (last verse). aod apirimal 
teaching from the Qur'in (eext vere), there on. cach occasion a fuller and foller realisation and enpoypmeen 
of rath and honour: for these who are estranged from Allah, the effect ia the opposite: the truth become 
biter-and chere is ignominy and exposure instead of honour; (2) entry for the Holy Prophet into the ow 
life at Madinah, which was sill in che womb. of fucuriry, and cat from abe life of persecution and the miley 
of falsehood. which surrounded bim in bis mative cry of Makkah sill given wp to idolatry; (5) referring i 
the impending Hijrah again, the prayer may mean, "Let it be from pure motives of truth and epiricual bono, 
and not from motiers of anger agains che city of Makkah or ig persecute, of of ambition or workdly pow 


from the city of stadiat wh which was ready co lay ay at the Prophet's feet": (4) generally, entry and 
exit Me every mage of life. 
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According to his own disposition: shite sae tas) 
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Who it is that is Sl (oo Sapels 


Best guided on the Way."?** 


C. 132.—Who can define the Spirit of Inspiration? 
(17:85-111.) Its gift is the highest of Allah’s Mercies 


2280, All prayer must be for Allah's aid and authority. However much we may plan, our success must 
depend on His aid. However noble our motives, we have no right to imperil any lives unless there is authority 
in the Word of Allah, The Prophet only acts on Allah's commission and inspiration. 


2281. From its nature falsehood must perish: for it is the opposite of Truth, and Truth must ever prevail 
(Cf n. 3861). 


2282. In Allah's revelation there is healing for our broken spirits, hope for our spiritual future, and joy 
in the forgiveness of our sins. Al) who work in faith will share in these privileges. It is only the rebels against 
Allah's Law who will suffer loss. The more they will oppose Truth, the deeper down will they go into the mire— 
the state of sin and Wrath, which is worse than destruction. 


2283. Truth saves us from two extremes: when we are happy, we are saved from being puffed up, for 
we realise that everything comes from Allah; and when we suffer misfortunes, we are not in despair, for we 
know that Allah is our sure refuge and help (Cf. 41:51). 


2284. If the wicked go their own ways, there is nothing to discourage us. It is their nature. We must seck 
and hold fast to true guidance. 
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To man. The Qur'an is divine, and no carpings 
Can affect its greatness or the greatness 

Of the Messenger who brought it to men. 
Those who reject it will be called 

To account on the Day of Judgment. Let not 
Pride and Ignorance rush, like Pharaoh, 

To the Punishment of the Hereafter. 

The Qur'an as revealed by stages teaches 

The Truth: learn it and chant it, and praise 
The Beautiful Names of Allah forever! 
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By command of my Lord: Bo} 
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2285. What is the nature of inspiration? Who brings it? Can it ask its Bringer questions? Can we ab 
anything which we wish? These are the sort of questions always asked when inspiration is called in question. 
The answer is given here Inspiration is oné of those high spiritual mysteries which cannot be explained js 
the terms of everyday human experience. It is spiritual. The Spirit (Gabriel) does not come of his own will, 
He comes by the command of Allah, and reveals what Allah commands him to reveal. Of che sum total of 
trve spiritual knowledge what a small part it is that ordinary mortals can understand! They can be only gives 
that which they can understand, however dimly, We are not in a position to ask anything that we wish. If 
we did so, it would only make us look foolish, for the guidance comes from Allah's Wisdom, not from our 
worldly knowledge. 


2286. Even the spiritual knowledge that comes to us comes because of the favour and mercy of Allah, 
If He were to withhold it, who can call Him in question? 


2287. In that case the only one who can plead for us is the Mercy of Allah. We can interpret the phrase 
in its widest abstract sense, as well as in the concrete sense of the title which is applied to the Holy Prophe 
Muhammad, the Mercy of Allah. Thus we come from the abstract question to the concrete question of the 
Qur'in, which is referred to by name in the verses that follow. 


2288, For the meaning of “Jinns’, see n. 929 to 6;:100. 
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2289. The proof of the Qur'an is in its own beauty and nature, and the circumstances in which it was 
promulgated. The world is challenged to produce a Book like it and has not produced one. It is the only 
revealed Book whose text stands pure and uncorrupted today. Cf, for a similar challenge, 2:28. 10:38, and 11:15. 


2290. In the Qur'an everything is explained in detail from various points of view, by commands, similitudes, 
examples, stories, parables, etc. It does not merely narrate stories or lay down vague abstract propositions. 
It gives very detailed help in outward and inner life. 


2291. One form in which it can be received with ingratitude is to pay verbal tribute to it but not study 
it as it ought to be studied (2:121 Aagqah til@wattht), or to disobey its precepts or standards. 


2292. Cf. 2:60. 


2293. This il-assorted and crude jumble of the sort of miracles which the Unbelievers wanted is in very 
appropriate contrast to the sober and reasoned argument which is begun in the last sentence of verse 93 and 
continued in sections Il and 12, which close this Sirah. It is throughout reminiscent of the materialistic 
imagination of the Jewish sceptics, which was mainly responsible for the fall of the Jewish nation (see verse 
104 below). For a thirsty people sojourning in a dry land, the finding of a spring of water as in the story of 
Moses or of the well of Zamzam is an appropriate miracle. But miracles are not for the faithless crowds to 
gape at. A beautiful well-watered Garden is a symbol of Felicity; but a sceptic cannot order Allah to produce 
it for his pleasure. The same may be said about a house adorned with gold, except that its symbolism is even 
more materialistic. The fall of the sky or producing Allah face to face or climbing to the skies by a ladder, 
or bringing down a book of parchment which men could handle, are all irreverent suggestions that make no 
distinction between spiritual and material things. 
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2294. Contrast the sublime passages with 82:1, or that in 25:25, where the final breaking up of the 
firmaments as we know is referred to in the world’s catastrophe, with the ridiculous demand that it should 
be done for the sport of the sceptics! 


2295. Cf. 2:55 and 4:153 about the desire of the Israclites to see Allah face to face; and 6;8-9, about 
angels coming down to convince men. 


2296. Cf. 6:35 about the ladder in the skies. 


2297. Cf 6:7 for the foolish idea of materialistic sceptics that a spiritual revelation could come down 
from the heavens on a piece of parchment that they can touch. 


2298. A prophet or messenger of Allah is a man at the command of Allah, and not to satisfy the disingenuow 
whims and fancies of Unbelievers. Miracles greater than any that their foolish fancies could devise were before 
them. The Qur'an was such a miracle, and it is a standing miracle that lasts through the ages, Why did they 
not believe? The real reason was spite and jealousy like that of Iblis. See next verse. 


2299. When a man is raised to honour and dignity, his brothers rejoice, for it is an honour that reflects 
its glory on them. But those with evil in their hearts are jealous like their prototype Iblis, (17:61, n. 225)). 
To such men the mere fact that their own brother receives the grace of Allah is enough to turn them againg 
that brother. Any other reasons they may devise are mere make-believe. 


2800. The argument is that if the angels inhabited this earth, an angel from heaven could be sent down 
as a messenger co them, as they could mutually understand each other, and the Message of Allah could be 
explained without difficulty. But the earth is inhabited by men, and the men themselves are divided into races, 
or groups, or nations. To each group is sent a prophet from among their brethren: to ‘Ad. thetr brother Hid 
(11:50); to Thamiid, their brother Salih (11:61); and so on. As a matter of fact, with wicked men, constituted 
as they are, the appearance of an/angel causes disturbance and an unseemly riot, as in the case of the angel 
that came to Lot (11:77-80). In any case they cannot carry out an effective mission among men (6:3-9). 
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That is on true guidance; 

But he whom He leaves 
Astray—for such wilt thou 

Find no protector besides Him.** 
On the Day of Judgement 

We shall gather them together, 
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2301. ‘If you want a real witness, it is not these sorts of fancy miracles, but the witness of the truc ever- 
living God. Purify your hearts, and ask Him in true contrition and repentance, and He will guide you and 
thow you the Way! (R). 


2302. ‘All your insincere subtleties are of no use. The only real guidance is the guidance of Allah. If 
you do not seck His grace, you will be lost. Besides Him, there is no true friend or protector’ 


2308. ‘If you still persist in your evil ways, what is to be your evil end? You will become more and more 
identified with the company of Evil, You will come to shame and ignominy, like men thrown down prone on 
their faces. You willdose the use of all the faculties of judgement with which Allah had endowed you, Instead 
of seeing, you will be blind to Allah's Signs. Instead of having the power of seeking Him in prayer and rejoicing 
in His grace, you will be dumb. Instead of hearing the harmony and music of the spheres, as typified in the 
pure and harmonious lives of men, you will hear nothing or only hear dull or confused sounds like deaf men. 
The scorching fire of your punishment will not grow less, but grow more fierce as you go deeper into Hell. 


2304. This phrase is repeated from 17:49. The reminiscence rounds off the argument. After cersain moral 
precepts to which Faith was linked, we have had a discussion of unfaith. Its various motives have been analysed, 
and its penalties have been allegorically shadowed forth. After this, the example of Pharaoh is held as a type 
of unfaith in the next section, and the Sirah closed with an exhortation to faith and a declaration of the 
glory of Allah. 
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2305. Allah, Who created all that is in the heavens and on earth, has surely the power to receive the 
life of individual souls after their bodies have perished—and revive them with memories of their past life and 
for a continuation of their spiritual history. Only He has fixed a term for each stage of our existence, which 
we can neither prolong nor shorten. 


2306. This phrase carries us back to 17:89. after we began the argument about the real motives for the 
rejection of the Qur'an by sceptics. That argument is now closed in a sort of minor circle within the major 
circle sketched in n. 2304 above. 


2307. A fresh argument is now addressed to those who confine Allah's revelations to a limited circle of 
men, such as they themselves belonged to. The reference was to the Jews, who could not understand how any 
Gentiles could receive revelations and guidance even superior to what they considered their own birthrigtht 
But the tendency is widespread in the human race. A particular race, or caste, or a particular kind of culture, 
claims to be the custodian of Allah's Message, whereas it is universal, Allah's Mercy is universal, and He scateens 
the priceless Treasures of His Mercy broadcast among His creatures, They are not exhausted by spending. 
It is only the misers who hoard their wealth for fear it should be used up by spending. ‘Are you spiritual misen 
going to keep back Allah's holy Message from the multitude? Is that the reason why you deny the advent of 
the new Teacher, who comes as a Mercy to all men—to all Creation?’ 


2308. Nine Clear Signs: see 7:13$) n. 10912 The story of Pharaoh (or a phasevof it) is here told witha 
view to exhibiting the decline of a soul on account of pride in outward power and dignity. 


2309. To them: #e., to Pharaoh, as sitting in his Council, with the Chiefs of his People. Cf 7:103. The 
whole scene is described in some detail from the point of view of nations or Ummahs in 7:103-135, 
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Indeed, to have been 
Worked upon by sorcery!"**! 


Moses said, “Thou knowest 
Well that these things 

Have been sent down by none 
But the Lord of the heavens 
And the earth as eye-opening**" 
Evidence: and I consider thee 
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One doomed to destruction!" 
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2510. Ata different and later stage in the scene, Pharaoh's Chicfs call Moses a “sorcerer well-versed” (7.109). 
Here Moses, who had come with Nine Signs but had not yet shown them, is reproached with being the object 
of sorcery: he is practically told that he is mad! 


2511. We can well suppose Moses to ask Pharaoh to recall all the past history of Moses, for Moses had 
been brought up in Pharaoh's palace in all the learning of the Egyptians. He could not therefore be mad, 
or a simpleton worked on by Egyptian magic. What he was going to show was something far greater; it was 
not the deceptive magic of Pharaoh's sorcerers, but true Signs that came from Allah, the Lord of all power. 
They were to open the cyes of his people, and if Pharaoh resisted faith, Moses warns him that Pharaoh in 
that case was doomed to destruction. This is the course of the soul that sinks down by Pride! (R). 


2512. Pharaoh on this tries various subterfuges and plans for removing not only Moses but all his people 
by doing away with them. The detailed story is not told here but may be read in S. 7. But Allah's Wrath 
dexended on Pharaoh and those who were with him in body and mind, The Egyptians who repented were 
abject to Pharaoh's wrath but were saved from the Wrath of Allah (Cf 7:121-126). 


2318. The Israclites were taken to the Promised Land in Palestine, and they established their own kingdom 
there, but they forfeited Allah's favour by their sins and backslidings and will have to answer like all souls 


by the laws of personal responsibility at the Day of Judgement. 


2514, The second of the warning: the first was probably that mentioned above, in 17:5 and the second 
that mentioned in 17:7 (middle). When this second warning due to the rejection of Jesus came to pass, the 
Jews were gathered together ina mingled crowd. Some commentators understand the second warning to be 
the Day of Judgement, the Promise of the hereafter. (R), 


2315. The Qur'an was sent down by Allah in Truth: it was not forged by any mortal. It has descended 
in Truth: it was not falsified or corrupted in the process of being communicated co mankind. 
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To our Lord! Truly 
Has the promise of our Lord 
Been fulfilled!"**" 
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2316. The part of the Prophet was that of a Messenger: he was not responsible if the ungodly rejected 
it, He fulfilled his mission in promulgating and explaining it and leaving it as a legacy to the world. 


2317. The marvel is that these parts, revealed at different times and in different circumstances, shoud 
fit together so closely and consistently as they do. All revelation is progressive. The previous revelations wer 
also progressive. Each of them marked a sage in the world’s spiritual history. Man's mind does not take a 
more than his spiritual state will have prepared him for. Allah's revelation comes as a light to illuminate ou 
difficulties and show us the way in actual situations that arise. 


2318. No one's belief or unbelief affects the beauty or grandeur of Allah's revelation, But those endowed 
with spiritual knowledge or insight know at once when they hear Allah's Holy Word, and fall down and ador 
themselves free from corrupt ideas. 


2319. Those who had received previous revelations find in the Qur'aan and in the Messenger who brough| 
it, the promise of Allah fulfilled. Those who were spiritually prepared for it found in the same way the satisfaction 
of their spiritual yearnings: to them, also, Allah's promise was sent to be fulfilled. 


2320. A feeling of earnest humility comes to the man who realises how, in spite of his own unworthines 
he is brought, by Allah's Mercy, into touch with the most sublime Truths. Such a man is touched with the 
deepest emotion, which finds its outlet in tears. 
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2521. Cf 7180, Rahman describes one of the attributes of Allah+ His Grace and Mercy which come to 
the sinner even before he feels conscious of the need of it ~the preventive Grace which saves Allah's servants 
from sin. See n. 19 to 1:1. Allah can be invoked, either by His simple name, which includes all attributes, 
or by one of the names implying the attributes by which we try to.explain His nature to our limited understanding. 
The attribute of Mercy in Rahman was particularly repugnant to the Pagan Arabs (see 25:60, and 21,36): 
that is why special stress is laid on it in the Qur'an. (R). 


2322. Cf 20:8. These Beautiful Names of Allah are many. The Hadith related by Tirmidhi, accepted 
by some as authentic, mentions 99 names of Allah. Qadir Muhammad Sulaiman has published an Urdu 
monograph on the subject, published by the Daftar Rahmatun-lil‘Alamin, Patiala, India, 1930. Those who 
wish to see a poetic Commentary on the names in the form of stories in English may consult Sir Edwin Arnold's 
Pearls of the Faith. Sir Edwin's stories are of unequal merit, but/a fine example is furnished by No. 4, al-Matltk, 
“The King”. (R). 


2323, Cf. 7:205. All prayer should be pronounced with earnestness and humility, whether it is congregational 
prayer or the private outpouring of one’s own soul. Such an attitude is not consistent with an over-loud 
pronunciation of the words, though in public prayers the standard of permissible loudness is naturally higher 
than in the case of private prayer. In public prayers, of course, the adh@n or call to prayer will be in a loud 
voice to be heard near and far, but the chants from the Sacred Book should be neither so loud as to attract 
the hostile notice of those who do not believe nor so low in tone as not to be heard by the whole congregation. 


2524. A first step towards the understanding of Allah's attributes is to clear our mind from superstitions, 
such as that Allah begot a son, or that He -has partners, or that He is dependent upon other beings to protect 
Him from harm and humiliation. We must realise that He is the One and Peerless. His greatness and glory 
are above anything we can conceive: but using our highest spiritual ideas, we must declare forth His greatness 
and glory. 


The Sirah began with singing the glory and praises of Allah: it ends in the same note, concluding the 
argument. The next Sirah takes up the same theme from another point of view, and opens with the same 
note, “Praise be to Allah", (R). 


INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 18—AL KAHF 


It has been explained in the introduction to S. 17 how the five Sitrahs 17 to 21 develop 
the theme of the individual soul's spiritual history, and how they fit into the general scheme 
exposition. 


This particular Makkan Siirah may be called a lesson in the brevity and mystery of Lift 
First there is the story of the Companions of the Cave who slept therein for a long period, and 
yet thought they had been there only a day or less. Then there is the story of the mysterious Teacher 
who shows Moses how Life itself is a parable. And further there is the story of Dhu al Qarnayn, 
the two-horned one, the powerful ruler of west and east, who made an iron wall to protect the 
weak against the strong. The parables refer to the brevity, uncertainty, and vanity of this life 
to the many paradoxes in it, which can only be understood by patience and the fulness of knowledge 
and to the need of guarding our spiritual gains against the incursions of evil. 


Summary—The Qur'an is a direction and a warning. This life is brief and subject » 
vicissitudes. Our ideas.of Time are defective, as shown in the story of the Companions of the Cave, 
who had faith, truth, patience, and other virtues. But their life was a mystery that can be fathome 
but by few (18:1-22, and C. 133). 


Knowledge is for Allah: be on your guard against idle conjectures and cocksure hope: 
Learn from the Qur'an the Parable of the man who is puffed up with this world's goods and » 
brought to nought (18:23-44, and C. 134.), 


This life is uncertain and variable: goodness and virtue are better and more durable. For 
the Day of Reckoning will come, with its Mercy and its Wrath (18:45-59, and C. 155). 


Moses in his thirst for knowledge forgot his limitations. Patience and faith were enjoined 
on him, and he understood when the paradoxes of Life were explained (18:60-82, and C. 156) 


Dhu al Qarnayn had a wide dominion; he punished the guilty and rewarded the good; 
he ‘protected the weak from the lawless; but he had faith, and valued the guidance of Allah. Allah 
is One, and His service is righteousness (18:83-110, and C. 137), 


C. 1$3.—The Book of Revelation gives straight 
(18:1-22.) Directions to make our lives straight — 
To warn us against Evil and guide us 
To the Good everlasting. Teach the Truth. 
But fret not about men rejecting it. 
The Parable of the Companions of the Cave 
Shows how Allah works wonders beyond 
Our fathoming: how Faith is a sure 
Refuge in ways we know not; how 
Time itself works Allah's Plan 
Before we know how it passes; 
How He can give us rest, and raise 
Us back to life against all odds; 
And how futile it is to engage 
In controversies about matters we know not. 


4: 707 
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2525. See n. 2924 to 17:11). The theme ‘of the last Sirah. that Allah is good and worthy of all praise 
from His creatures, to whom He has granted a clear revelation. is continued in this Sirah. The spirit of man 
makes gradual progress upwards, through the grace and mercy of Allah. 


2526. Some people's idea of a Sacred Book is that it should be full of mysteries dark corners, ambiguous 
expressions, words so far removed from human speech that they cover anything or nothing. Pagan oracles 
were couched in language which suggested one meaning to the hearer and claimed to have the very opposite 
meaning in the light of events which actually happened subsequently. They were distinctly crooked. not straight. 
_  eAgRNgUR Renae ee RROREA CS ali YO UME NS ig a cp 
“crooked” (‘tway). See also 19°56, n. 2488. 


2327. Qayyim: straight, that which has no bends and no corners to mystify people, that which speaks 
clearly and unambiguously, that which guides to the right path: Cf 9:56, where the adjective is used for a 
straight usage, in contrast to usages, which tend to mystify and deceive people. The Qur'an is above all things 
mraight, clear, and perspicuous, Its directions are plain for everyone to understand. Any book that deals with 
the highest mysteries of spiritual life must necessarily have portions whose full meaning is clearer to some minds 
than to others not so well prepared. But here there is nowhere any mystification, any desire to wrap up things 
in dark sayings repugnant to human reason. Allah's purpose is to give clear warnings of spiritual dangers and 
lead up to the highest bliss. 


2328. Cf 4:122, 43:71, 65:11, 98:8. 
2529. The warning is not only needed for those who deny Allah or deny His Message, but also for those 


whose false ideas of Allah degrade religion in supposing that Allah begot a son, for Allah is One and is High 
above any ideas of physical reproduction. 
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2353 The fairest sighs on the earth will become as dust and waste hen chis earth vanishes ond the 
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Sirah 18: Al Kahf 709 ENG). GEKA 


That the Companions of the a | ek 

3 Cavet# BSI ATIS 
And of the Inscription**** s 
Were wonders among Our Signs? elas 3 363.319 

10. Behold, the youths betook een oe 2 tt 4s 

a yn thexoaetves* (acalcsl3, OD 
To the Cave: they said, Pte 
“Our Lord! bestow on us Sepa lyalesle The 
Mercy from Thyself, 

_ And dispose of our affair 4g SRT AEP aa 
For us in the right way!'"?*** | a bstloslel is? 
I, Then We drew (a veil)” | Leese 

Over their ears, for a number melslegle oe 





2335. The unbelieving Quraysh were in the habit of putting posers to the Holy Prophet — questions which 
they got from Christians and Jews, which they thought the Prophet would be unable to answer. In this way 
they hoped to discredit him. One of these questions was about the floating Christian legend of the Seven Sleepers 
of Ephesus. The Prophet not only told them the main story but pointed out the variations that were current, 
and rebuked men for disputing about such details (18:22), Most important, he treated the story (under inspiration) 
asa parable, pointing to spiritual lessons of the highest value. This is Revelation in the highest sense of the 
term: The story is recapitulated in n. 2537 below. 


2336. Ragim = Inscription. So interpreted by the Jalalayn, and the majority of Commentators agree. 
Seen. 2537, below. Others think it was the name of the dog: sce 18:18, and n. 2350 below. 


2587. The bare Christian story (without the spiritual lessons taught in the Qur'mn) is told in Gibbon's 
Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire (end of chapter 55). In the reign of a Roman Emperor who persecuted 
the Christians, seven Christian youths of Ephesus left the town and hid themselves in a cave in a mountain 
near by, They fell asleep,and remained asleep for some generations or centuries. When the wall which sealed 
up the cave was being demolished. the youths awoke. They still thought of the world in which they had previously 
lived. They had no idea of the duration of time. But when one of them went to the town to purchase provisions, 
he found that the whole world had changed. The Christian religion, instead of being persecuted was fashionable: 
in fact it was now the State religion. His dress and speech, and the money which he brought, seemed to belong 
to another world. This attracted attention. The great ones of the land visited the Cave. and verified the tale 
by questioning the man’s Companions. 

When the story became very popular and circulated throughout the Roman Empire, we may well suppose 
that an Inscription was put up at the mouth of the Cave. See verse 9 and n. 2956. This inscription was probably 
to be seen for many years afterwards, as Ephesus was a famous city on the west coast of Asia Minor, abour 

to fifty miles south of Smyrna. Later on, the Caliph al Withiq (842-846 A.C.) sent an expedition to 

examine and identify the locality, as he did about Dhu al Qarnayn barrier in Central Asia (Appendix V1 
at the end of this Sdrah) 
__ A popular story circulating from mouth to mouth would necessarily be vague as to dates and wary very 
much in details. Somewhere about the 6th century A.C, a Syriac writer reduced it to writing. He suggested 
that the youths were seven in number: that they went to sleep in the reign of the Emperor Decius (who reigned 
from 249-251 A.C., and who was a violent persecutor of Christians); and that they awoke in the reign of Theodosius 
Il, who reigned from 408 to 450 A.C. In our literature Decius is known as Daqyaniis (from the adjectival 
Latin from Decianus), and the name stands as a symbol of injustice and oppression, and also of things old 
fashioned and out-of-date, as res decianae must have been two to three centuries after Decius. 


2338. The youths hid in the cave, but they trusted in Allah, and made over their whole case to Him 
in prayer. Then they apparently fell alseep and knew nothing of what was happening in the world outside. 


\ 2359. Drew (a veil) over their ears: ¢.¢., sealed their ears so that they heard nothing. As they were in 
the Cave they saw nothing. So they were completely cat off from the outer world. It was as if they had died, 
with their knowledge and ideas remaining at the point of time when they entered the Cave. It is as if a watch 
ops at the exact moment of some accident, and any one taking it up afterwards can precisely fix the time 
of the accident. 
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Behold, they stood upt*** 
And said: “Our Lord is 
The Lord of the heavens 
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that they began to percere the things around therm, but only with the mermores of the time at which they 
had ceased to be in touch with the world, 


2341. When they awoke to consciousness, they had lost all count of time. Though they had all entered 
together, and lain together on the same place for the same length of time, their impressions of the time tu 





Matter dispuibes ute rivals Tt iy best to say, “Allah knows best” my 19), 

28420 Their Palth carried them ‘higher and higher on the road to ‘Truth. Faith ts cumulative. Each meg 
leads higher and higher, by the grace and mercy of Allah. 

2345. So.that they were oot afraid to speak out openly, and proveaa the troth of thr Uiity which chy 
clearly caw in their own minds anc hearns, 

2344. We may suppose chem to have caken thelr wand and made a public prosest before they betel 
themselves to the Cave (18:16). The wary really begies oc 18:19, and che verses 1800-12 may be considered o 
intreductory. Ae the emphases js on spiritual leseone, nhe facts stated in the introductory part are pamed oer 
lighay ite the story. 


£345, Besides che heathen gods, the cult of the Emperors also became fashionable in the Korman Empire 
hiv tee first three centuries of the Christian Era, The smtue of Diane (Artemis) at Ephewus had been one af 


wo mobbed and amwuled. and oenpelied to leave (Acts, 19:1-9) 
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2546. That is, ‘do not be afraid of anything; put your whole case in the hands of Allah; at present you 
are being persecuted; he will solve your difficulties and give you ease and comfort’. The public protest ends 
at verse 15. In verse 16 they are taking counsel among themselves. After they go into the Cave, verse 17 introduces 
us to the scene where they are lying in the midst of the Cave in tranquil confidence in Allah. 


2347. In the latitude of Ephesus, 58* north, #.¢. well above the sun's northern declination, a cave opening 


to the north, would never have the heat of the sun within it, as the sunny side would be the south. If the 
youths lay on their backs with their faces looking to the north, +.¢. towards the entrance of the Cave, the sun 
would rise on their right side, declining to the south, and set on their left sides leaving them cool and comfortable. 


2548. The youths, having faith and trust in Allah, found safety and refuge in the Cave. They were protected 


from the persecution and violence of the heathen. Their prayer (18:16) was heard. 
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2349. Perhaps their cyes were open, even though their senses were sealed in sleep. They turned about 
on their sides as men do in sleep. 


2350. The name of their dog is traditionally known as Qitmir, but see n. 2556 above. 


2351. This graphic picture of the sleepers explains the human mechanism by which their saftey was ensured 
by Allah from their Pagan enemies. 


2352. This is the point of the story, Their own human impressions were to be compared, cach with the 
other. They were to be made to see that with the best goodwill and the most honest enquiry they might reach 
different conclusions; that they were not to waste their time in vain controversies, but to get on to the main 
business of life; and that Allah alone had full knowledge of the things that seem to us so strange, or inconsistent, 
or inexplicable, or that produce different impressions on different minds. If they entered the Cave in the morning 
and woke up in the afternoon, one of them might think they had been there only a few hours —only part 
of the day. This relative or fallacious impression of Time also gives us an inkling of the state when there will 
be no Time, of the Resurrection when all our little impressions of this life will be corrected by the final Reality. 
This mystery of time had puzzled many contemplative minds. Cf “Dark time that haunts us with the briefnen 
of our days” (Thomas Wolfe in “Of Time and the River”) (Cf n. 2949). 


2553. They now give up barren controversy and come to the practical business of life. But their thougha 
are conditioned by the state of things that existed when they entered the Cave. The money they carried was 
the money coined in the reign of che monarch who persecuted the Religion of Unity and favoured the false 
cults of Paganism. 
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2554, Best food: ie., purest, most wholesome, perhaps also most suitable for those who rejected idol worship, 
ie, not dedicated to idols. For they still imagined the world im the same state in which they had known it 
before they entered the Cave. 


2555. They think that the world had not changed, and that the fierce persecution they knew was still 
raging, under which a man had to pay with his life for his religious faith, if he would not conform to Pagan 
worship. 


2356. That is, never reap the spiritual good which your knowledge, instruction, and experience entitle 
you to attain. To become a renegade, to give up the Truth which you have won, simply on account of the 
fear of men, is the most despicable form of cowardice, and would rightly close the door of salvation if strict 
justice were to be done. But even then Allah's Mercy comes to the coward’s aid so long as the door of repentance 


is open. 


2357. Thus: in this way, by these means, .¢., by the sending out of one of the Sleepers with the old moncy 
to the town to buy provisions. His old-fashioned dress, appearance, and speech, and the old uncurrent money 
which he brought, at once drew the attention of people to him. When they learnt his story, they realised that 
‘Allah, who can protect His servants thus and raise them up from sleep after such a long time, has power 
to raise up men for the Resurrection, and that His promise of goodness and mercy to those who serve Him 
is true and was exemplified in this striking way, On the other hand, to the men of the Cave themselves, it 
became clear that Allah can change the situation before we are aware, and our hope in Him is not futile, 
and that even when we are on the brink of despair, a revolution is surely working in the world before the 
world itself realises it, 


+ 28358. The perversity of man is such that as soon as ever a glimpse of truth becomes manifest, men fall 
into controversies about it. The Sleepers could not judge about the duration of their stay in the Cave, but 
they wisely left the matter and attended to the urgent business of their lives. The townsfolk could not agree 
as to the significance of the event: they fell to discussing immaterial! details. What sort of a memorial should 
they raise?—a house or a place of worship or a tablet? The place of worship was built. But the real significance 
of the spiritual meaning was missed until explained in the Qur'an. 


Siirah 18: Al Kahf 714 HS. Gera | 


Their Lord knows best ae 340 nen © B70 2 Die 
About them: those who prevailed ese SNS te lel ot) 
Over their affair said, SUR AE tee. i 
“Let us surely build a place Vat gle So ee) bs 
Of worship over them.” 

22. (Some) say they were three, PI BD tL ee A Bae 
The dog being the fourth Paw aetsi~ @ 
Among them; (others) say oath ate" Ake 
They were five, the dog ‘ek ALPE yh 
Being the sixth—doubtfully POC AOC SiO) ae 
Guessing at the unknown;**** bye ad ph 
(Yet rie they aa . h h Sc eare » JF (5 4 
Seven, being eighth. Va Bote ae 
Say thou; “My Lord , ise ‘J 
Knoweth best their number; t 51-476 
It is but few that know?** re, a2 oe 
Their (real case).” Enter not, Bint Gosh atons 
Therefore, into controversies Selo Yaga 
Concerning them, except ngarpy, 2¢ y 
On a matter that is clear,*°* | gsi! Y} a las 
Nor consult any of them rrr ve rn 
About (the affair of) the ‘ ree? TT ae i 

— | | Gs pg bY, 


C. 184. —True knowledge is with Allah alone. 
(18:23-44.) We are not to dispute on matters 

Of conjecture, but to rely on the Truth 
That comes from Allah, as in the Parable. 
The man who piles up wealth 
And is puffed up with this world's goods, 
Despising those otherwise endowed, 
Will come to an evil end, 
For his hopes were not built on Allah, 





2359. The controversy in later ages raged about the number of the Sleepers: were they three or five or 
seven? People answered, not from knowledge, but from conjecture. Gibbon's version, which has now becom 
best known, makes the number of Sleepers seven. The point was immaterial: the rea) point was the spiritual leson. 


2360. The true significance of the story is known only to a few. Most men discuss futile details, which 
are not in their knowledge. 


2361. It is unprofitable to enter such immaterial controversies, and many others that have been waged 
about Religion by shallow men from time immemorial). Yet, if there is a matter of clear knowledge from experience 
that matters, we must openly prociaim it, that the world may be brought to listen to Allah's Truth. 


2362. Vulgar storymongers as such know little of the true significance of the stories and parables, We 
have a clear exposition in the Qur’in. What need is there to go into details of the men in the Cave, or af 
the time they remained there? 


| 
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2568, Verses 23 and 24 are parenthetical. We must never rely upon our own resources so much as to 
forget Allah. If by any chance we so forget, we must come back to Him and keep Him in remembrance, as 
did the Companions of the Cave. 


2564. In geometry, the perfect circle is an ideal. Any given circle thar we draw is not so perfect that 
we cannot draw one closer to the ideal. So in our life, there is always the hope of drawing closer and closer to Allah. 


2365. This verse should be read with the next verse. In the floating oral tradition the duration of time 
in the Cave was given differently in different versions. When the tradition was reduced to writing, some Christian 
writers (¢.g., Simeon Metaphrates) named $72 years, some less, In round numbers, 300 years in the solar Calendar 
Peer ean so DO i the Samer Culdeden: Dur chhastrr woneppnineswnadtiiaree chishe eit aleed cofpectnres: 
the number is known to Allah alone. 

The authority on which Gibbon relies mentions two definite reigns, that of Decius (249°252 A.C.) and 
that of Theodosius II (409-450 A.C). Taking 250 and 450, we get an interval of 200 years. But the point 
of the story does nor lie in the name of any given Emperor, but in the fact that the beginning of the period 
coincided with an Emperor who persecuted: the Emperor's name at the end of the period may be taken as 
approximately correct, because the story was recorded within two generations afterwards. One of the worst 
Emperors to persecute the Christians was Nero who reigned from 54 to 68. If we took the end of his reign 
{A.C 68.) as the initial point, and (say) 440 A.C. as the final point, we get the $72 years of Simeon Metaphrates. 
But none of these writers knew any more than we do, Our best course is to follow the Quranic injunction, 
"Say, Allah knows best how long they stayed” (18:26). There is also a rebuke implied: ‘do not imitate these 
men who love mischievous controversies!’ After all, we are given the narrative more as a parable than as a story. 


2366, Who are “they” in the sentence? They may be the Companions of the Cave, for they put themselves 
under the protection of Allah, and disowned all attribution of partners to Him. Or “they” may refer to the 
people in general who go wrong and become “Mushrths’) 1.¢., attribute imaginary partners to Allah. 
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27. 


28. 


29. 


Other than Him; nor does 
He share His Command 
With any person whatsoever.***’ 


d recite (and teach) 
at has been revealed 
To thee of the Book 
Of thy Lord: none 
Can change His Words,**** 
And none wilt thou find 
As a refuge other than Him. 


And keep thy soul content 
With those who call 

On their Lord morning 

And evening, seeking**** 

His Face; and let not 

Thine eyes pass beyond them, 
Seeking the pomp and glitter 
Of this Life; nor obey 

Any whose heart We 

Have permitted to neglect 
The remembrance of Us, 
One who follows his own 
Desires, whose case has 

Gone beyond all bounds.**”° 


Say, “The Truth is 
From your Lord”: 

Let him who will, 
Believe, and let him 
Who will, reject (it):**7! 
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2368. His Words: His Commands. Decrees. Orders, 


2367. His Command: i.e., Allah's government of the world, or in His Judgement on the Day of Judgement. 


2869. Cf. 6:52 and n. 870, The true servants of Allah are those whose hearts are turned to Him morning, 
noon, and night, and who seek not worldly gain, but Allah's Grace, Allah's own Self, His presence and nearness. 
“Face” is the symbol of Personality or Self. Even if they are poor in this world’s goods, their society gives far 
more inward and spirirual satisfaction than worldly grandeur or worldly attraction. 


2370. For those who stray from Allah's path, Allah's Grace is ever anxious: it seeks to reclaim them and 


bring them back to the path. If such a one resists, and follows his own lusts, a point is reached when his case 
becomes hopeless. Allah's Grace does not then reach him, and he is abandoned to his pride and insolence, 
Beware of following the example or advice of such a one or seeking his society, or hankering after his wretched 
idols. 


2371. Our choice in our limited, Free will involves a corresponding personal reponsibility. We are offered 


the Truth: again and again it is pressed on our attention. If we reject it, we must take all the terrible consequences 
which are prefigured in the Fire of Hell. Its flames and roof will completely enclose us like a tent. Ordinarily 
there is water to quench the heat of thirst: here che only drink will be like molten brass, thick, heavy, burning, 
sizzling. Before it reaches the mouth of the unfortunates, drops of it will scald their faces as it is poured out, 
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For the wrongdoers We Aderipatyere ns 
Have prepared a Fire Ubenbatbce | b 
Whose (smoke and flames), tperriny ab «24 
Like the walls and roof bala bl 
Of a tent, will hem peach ae 
Them in: if they implore plas) pats 5) 
Relief they will be granted s “i sf ag 
Water like melted brass DDN, 184 Lg ae 
That will scald their faces. =P ae ae 
How dreadful the drink! Ces ey AR eh = 
How uncomfortable a couch lass 7 cell 


To recline on! 


‘ ho beli ere © LA ERG 
80. As to those who elieve ial =esiotis 7 M5} ip 


And work righteousness, 

Verily We shall not suffer GUURIAG OL, 2 
. lc oS veil 

Of any who do eoe0 es ten 


To perish the reward 


A (single) righteous deed.**”? Ceo pl 
$1. For them will be Gardens eee Sa WCE 
Of Eternity; beneath them recto ed Ass © 
Rivers will flow: they will jr 
Be adorned therein SeleAos ry 
With bracelets of gold, re, 
And they will wear bss SN Self Sle 
Green garments**’® of fine silk oo 
And heavy brocade; % je, : tGé ae 
They will recline therein bx oe 4 ott SS amir 
On raised thrones. ‘47 Ze 
\ é 
How good the recompense! MN Js 
How beautiful a couch feo er gel bo tre. 
To recline on!?*"4 is pL Sie 
SECTION 5. 
32. Set forth to them te as. Sa) %) 


The parable of two men: 


For one of them We provided cio aa ree, Tae as5e 
Two gardens of grapevines 





2572. The righteous will be rewarded, as has been said again and again, beyond their merits: 28:84; 
30:39. Not a single good deed of theirs will lose its reward, and the mercy of Allah will blot out their sins. 


2375. Heaven is figured by all the pictures of ease and comfort which we can imagine in our present 
state: Gardens: perpetual springs of crystal clear water, which we can see as in a landscape from above; the 
finest and most costly ornaments; the most beautiful clothes to wear; green is the colour mentioned, because 
it is the most refreshing to the eye, and fits in well with the Garden; the wearer takes the choice of fine silk 
or heavy brocade; and for rest and comfort, high thrones of dignity on which the blessed ones recline. 


2874. This picture is in parallel contrast to che picture of Misery in the last verse. 
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And surrounded them P-1i- 96 27 
With date palms: ex Ray 
In between the two son “39° ea 
We placed cornfields.**”* ey Lepullans 


$3. Each of those gardens a ate ti 
Brought forth:ite. produce, QE KEI @ 


And failed not in the least Cf A peel te 01% 
Therein: in the midst Cerone e.) 
Of them We caused anogenil’.gce 
A river to flow. Peleg ble aay 

84. (Abundant) was the produce ALI AY 
This man had: He said Ss ISG O 
To his companion, in the course pelts ueix Fi 
Of a mutual argument: 32) $A ghydoda 
“More wealth have I ; ” % 
Than you, and more honour SILER Oe SC 
And power in (my following > WIEST 
Of) men.”#376 

35. He went into his garden ee, G8 Be EF ee ee 
dna: state.(of mind) whan) ob ye yim 
Unjust to his soul;**?’ pe oh Seas es 
He said, “I deem not aol ee dte sole bib db 


That this will ever perish. 


36. “Nor do I deem Smet watdt tie) 
That the Hour (of Judgement) Angi cS bi ED 
Will (ever) come: ee 
Even if I am brought back PdSooy r 
To my Lord, I shall Z ee 
Surely find (there) LAs ss Sree 
Something better in exchange.**”* : Les : ong 





25375. Here is a simple parable of the contrast between two men. One was purse-proud, and forgot that 
what he had was from Allah, by way of a trust and a trial in this life. The other boasted of nothing: his trax 
was in Allah. The worldly weaith of the first was destroyed, and he had nothing left. The second was the 
happier in the end. 


2376. The two men began to compare notes, The arrogant one puffed up with his possessions, his income, 
and his large family and following, and thought in his self-complacency that it would last forever. He wat 
also wrong in looking down on his Companion, who, though less affluent, was the better man of the two. 


2377. It was not wealth that ruined him, but the attitude of his mind. He was unjust, not so much 
his neighbour, as to his own soul. In his love of the material, he forgot or openly defied the spiritual. As vene 
87 shows, he took his companion with him, to impress him with his own importance, but the companion wa 
unmoved. 


2378. Here comes out the grasping spirit of the materialist. In his mind "better" means more wealth 
and more power, of the kind he was enjoying in this life, although in reality, even what he had rested on hollow 
foundations and was doomed to perish and bring him down with it. 
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$7. His companion said to him, SBD? BS On Ae = 
In the course of the argument iaigle os yoo lional JIB © 
With him: “Dost thou deny tee -aF 
Him Who created thee Portal cM! 
Out of the dust, then out of Ppp Pisses os 
A sperm-drop, then fashioned Mey th dige tpabe ne 
Thee into a man?**’* 

88. “But (I think) for my part lt >| 
That He is Allah, Daily (als © 
My Lord, and none shall I FOF oe By StKG- 
Associate ‘with. my. Lord. a iy 

39. “Why didst thou not, or eter tins 
As thou goeth into SELES W535 ep 
Thy garden, say: ‘Allah's Will Cet Feed cyst ree ott 
(Be done)! There is no power ALY 359 ai e4Lels 
But with Allah!’ If thou***® Pm & adCGRSII os 
Dost see me less than eS TO Con] GsSu 


Thee in wealth and sons, 


40. “It may be that my Lord FGA) Oe AG oe ore 
Will give me ‘something DES AK HHI) gud OP 
Better than thy garden, 


4s “6 OMS Toke See 
And that He will send N26 SE a ees 
On thy garden thunderbolts en, oe 
(By way of reckoning) lab; | 54 eee Gerad 


From heaven, making it 
(But) slippery sand!**"' _ 


41. “Or the water of the garden eek At peepee 
Will run off underground (elie a5 ©) 
So that thou wilt never Poe 
Be able to find it.” “ibis aol 
42. So his fruits (and enjoyment) pret e 
Were encompassed (with ruin), + ihe el fic 





2379. Three stages of man's creation; first dust, or clay, itself created out of nothing and forming the 
physical basis for his body; then, out of the produce of the earth as incorporated in the parent's body, the 
sperm drop (with che corresponding receptive element); and then when the different elements were mixed 
in due proportion, and the soul was breathed into him, the fashioned man.(C/ 15:28-29, $0:20, 85:11, and 87:2). 


2380, The companion's argument divides itself into five parts. (1) He remonstrates against the proud man 
denying Allah. (2) He, from his own spiritual experience, proclaims that Allah is One and that He is good. 
(3) He points out to him the better way of enjoying Allah's gift, with gratitude to Him. (4) He expresses 
contentment and satisfaction in Allah's dealings with him. (5) He gives warning of the fleeting nature of this 
world’s goods and the certainty of Allah's punishment for inordinate vanity. 


2381. The punishment was that of thunderbolts (Ausb@nan), but the general meaning of the word includes 
any punishment by way of a reckoning (A1s@b), and | think that an earthquake is also implied, as it alters 
watercourses, diverts channels underground, throws up silt and sand, and covers large areas with ruin. (R). 
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And he remained twisting Ree 
And turning his hands Pe LA a 
Over what he had spent**** aie % 
On his property, which had (agalbye 
(Now) tumbled to pieces Py rz a 09 
To. its very foundations, eprty es dy sls 
And he could only say, iad oa ues te i yy 
“Woe is me! Would I had Ce 4 ee - 
Never ascribed partners ohg 35 2 gh 
To my Lord and Cherisher!""*" 

43. Nor had he numbers po 93 7B, 3 
To help him against Allah, mig ade TAREE oy 

@ 7 B+ G%r- Ge 

Th deliver hizo 3 Caliban tal 

44, There, the (only) protection comes og (5 6 ees 
From Allah, the True One. Ais ay - co; 
He is the Best to reward, eka hye 


And the Best to give success.**** 


C, 135,—The life of this world is ephemeral, 
NL agpcene. And its gains will not last. Good Deeds 
Are the best of possessions in Allah's sight: 
All will be levelled up on the Day 
Of Judgement, and a new Order created 
On the basis of Truth, according to the Book 
Of Deeds. Pride is the root of Evil, 
e Rebellion, and wrong. Who will choose 
Evil ones in preference to Allah? Let us accept 
Truth, for though Falsehood may flourish 
For a time, it must perish in the end, 


SECTION 6. 


45. Set forth to them 


The similitude of the life Cais och 
Of this world: it is like a oA © 





2382. “Fruics’, “spent”, "twisting of the hands", should all be understood in a wide metaphorical sens, 
as well as the literal sense. He had great income and satisfaction, which were all gone. What resources be 
had lavished on his property! His thoughts had been engrossed on it; his hopes had been built on it; it had 
become the absorbing passion of his life; if he had only looked to Allah, instead of to the ephemeral good 
of this world! 


_ 2383. In this case, in his mind, there was his own Self and his Mammon as rivals to Allah! 


2384. He had built up connections and obligated dependents, and was proud of having his “quiver full” 
But where were all things when the reckoning came? He could not help himself; how could others be expected 
to help him! 


2385, All else is vanity, uncertainty, the sport of Time. The only hope or truth is from Allah. Other rewards 
and other successes are illusory; the best Reward and the best Success come from Allah. 


| 
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The rain which We send powers sz 

Down from the skies: clos alle AS 
The earth's vegetation absorbs it. we the ot eae 
But soon it becomes cel orien <N Bata 
Dry stubble, which the winds**** oy oe rk Sgt. 

Do scatter: it is (only) Allah Vanes PN OA Sy PMs) elt 
Who prevails over all things. 

46. Wealth and sons are allurements red Tr cece eee at 4 vee 
Of the life of this world: Nadas og Mi SUal gop 
But the things that endure, Neds Sa ene hota 
Good Deeds, are best fe drains, 
In the sight of thy Lord, 4Ger 2 yee 

~ As rewards, and best sul SUSEL jae 
As (the foundation for) hopes.*°*” 

47. One Day We shall hie epe th cere 
Remove the mountains, and thou J Cis ee ay 
Wilt see the earth a 
As a level stretch,?*** apboe Yl Sis 
And We shall gather them, Pagel virgo)... 
All together, nor shall We \ael apie 2 2 og d ploy 
Leave out any one of them, 

48. And they will be marshalled Se Merce s B Be 
Before thy Lord in ranks, eo Dye | Met ys 
(With the announcement), S ga 4 on disks °<% 
“Now have ye come to Us pred eae US bye ~ a) 
(Bare) as We created you?** SF Ae egeeeie 
First: aye, ye thought jae II per ye. 
We shall not fulfil Z a 
The appointment made to you \ Ae ya NS 


To meet (Us)!":?3” 


| 2386. Rainwater is a good thing in and of itself, but it does not last, and you can build no solid foundations 
‘on it. It is soon absorbed in the earth, and produces:the flourishing appearance of grass and vegetation—for 
atime. Soon these decay, and become as dry stubble, which the least wind from any quarter will blow about 
like a thing of no importance. The water is gone, and so is the vegetation to which it lent a brave show of 
luxuriance temporarily. Such is the life of this world, contrasted with the inner and real Life, which looks 
to the Hereafter. Allah is: the only enduring Power we can look to, supreme over all. 


_ 2887, Other things are fleeting: but Good Deeds have a lasting value in the sight of Allah. They are 
best as (or for) rewards in two ways: (1) they flow from us by the Grace of Allah, and are themselves rewards 
for our Faith; (2) they become the foundation of our hopes for the highest spiritual rewards in the Hereafter 
(Cf. 19:76). 


2388. On the Day of Judgement none of our present landmarks will remain. 


2389. We shall stand as we were created, with none of the adventitious possessions that we collected in 
this life, which will all have vanished. 


2390. The sceptics will now at length be convinced of the Reality which will be upon them. 
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49. And the Book (of Deeds) STREAM <h Til Sead 
Will be placed (before you); CALS Iee9 © 
And thou wilt see yoo" eaiyte wel ae 
The sinful in great terror Atlin cnaais Cy an 
Because of what is (recorded) i } 
Therein; they will say, S15 esy hare 
“Ah! woe to us! LS cy iy 
What a book is this! a 9 ites a 
It leaves out nothing be se eal iliai 
Small or great, but AEA £4 ety Pear 
Takes account thereof!" eae YY “> Wine 
They will find all that they PT a 
Did, placed before them: Vnol eeti3c5, 
And not one will thy Lord Meh pp oo4s 
Treat with injustice.” Vol 555 Fu, 

SECTION 7. 
50. Behold! We said Bry cet oh gt 
the angels, “Bow down?** ighetla = sib 5)5 

To Adam”: they bowed down ae Boks oe ee 
Except Iblis. He was Gai YN pode) | 
One of the Jinns,"* and he aes Ta aye Sts 

_ Broke the Command FIR tay le LN © 
Of his Lord. Apr aml 
Will ye then take him A144 A508 7 90 4 
And his progeny*** as protectors cH) 53 pi poe 
Rather than Me? And they ee eu pos J 

‘ Are enemies to you! ae pI a9 904 
Evil would be the exchange” SDA 
For the wrongdoers! Ya creda ib 

51. I called them not PPS FPR HA 
To witness the creation Ee SAA A) 





239}. Personal responsibility, for all deeds in this life, will then be enforced. But it will be done with 
perfect justice, Expressed in the forms of this world, it will amount to a clear statement of all we did in this 
life: the record will be put before us to convince us, As it will be a perfect record, with no omissions and 
no wrong entries, it will be perfectly convincing. Where there is punishment, it has been earned by the wrongdoer 
own deeds, not imposed on him unjustly. 


2392. Cf 2:34, where the story is told of the fall of mankind through Adam. Here the point is referred 
to in order to bring home the individual responsibility of the erring soul. ‘Iblis is your enemy: you have been 
told his history; will you prefer to go to him rather than to the merciful Allah, your Creator and Cherisher? 
What a false exchange you would make!’ 


2598. Cf 6100. n 929. 


2394. Satan’ progeny: we need not take the epithet only in a literal sense. All his followers are also his 
progeny. (R), 


2395. Out of the limited free-will that man has, if he were to choose Evil instead of Good, Satan insead 
of Allah, what a dreadful choice it would be! It would really be an evil exchange. For man is Allah's creature, 
cared for and cherished by Him. He abandons his Cherisher to become the slave of his enemy! 
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Of the heavens and the earth, ME A fe RATT 
Nor (even) their own creation: ra BEY Sy S see 
Nor is it for Me Sacre pre Cae Bz, 
T take. as helpers Anat (nbiieel lia oS lay 


Such as lead (men) astray!**** 


52. One Day He will say, A. Nes AS Ait Arnere By 
“Call on those whom ye Sel ~ lob S yes ee, 
Thought to be My partners,” an elle deet wenn = Ke 
And they will call on them, Mr old eB 9 wae) 7! 
But they will not listen Pet Re. 
To them; and We shall La ype Ulam s 


Make for them a place 
Of common perdition.***” 


53. And the Sinful shall see PAY wie <a it | RS a tee 
The Fire and apprehend orl das ably, a Neos 
That they have to fall Zor tect SO 4a» SB. o8 
Therein: no means will they b was ; Vy Ast oe) 9 le gad ya 
Find to turn away therefrom. 


SECTION 8. 

54. We have explained WOLSINGS SSS 5535 Coop 
In detail in this Qur'an, eer oats = 5@ 
For the benefit of mankind, A, ae UN 
Every kind of similitude: oo - Wes 
But man is, in most things,**** ghee wes See TK 
Contentious. Yoo er ASlyy 58% 

55. And what is there —5 ed mY a "ade cr x . 
To keep back men Wyre O! Ll anelas 
From believing, now that ee oe 
Guidance has come to them, Sg)! poled} 
Nor from praying for forgiveness pee rg 
From their Lord, but that seat ga ean 

' 2) ~ 
(They ask that) the ways Hi etree 2? 
Of the ancients be repeated**** BAS cated ARENT 
With them, or the Wrath aly mint tbe ¥} 





2596. Allah wants man’s good: how can He take Evil for His partner? 


2397, Some Commentators construe: “And We shall make a partition between them”: #.¢., the Evil ones 
will not even be seen by their misguided followers, much as the latter may go on calling on them. 


2398. If men had not cultivated the habit of contention and obsinacy, they would have found that the 
parables and similitudes of Scripture had fully met their difficulties, and they would gladly have obeyed the 
call of Allah. 


2599. But man's obstinacy or contrariness asks or calls for a repetition of what happened to the wicked 
and those who rejected Faith in ancient times. Out of curiosity, or by way of challenge, they seem to court 
the Punishment and ask that it be brought to pass at once. But it will come soon enough, and then they will 
think it too early! (Cf 13:6 and n. 1810, and 27:46). 
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Be brought to them 
Face to face? 





















FID (TC BT BS id 


alle | 


56. We only send the Messengers 
To give glad tidings 
And to give warnings:** 
But the Unbelievers dispute 
With vain argument, in order 
Therewith to weaken the truth, 
And they treat My Signs 
As a jest, as also the fact 
That they are warned! 
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57. And who doth more wrong 
Than one who is reminded 
Of the Signs of his Lord, 


Acie S epee al iH; ‘ay 
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But turns away from them, Raye le eet 
Forgetting the (deeds) which his e- q2\71-7 8 

hands?#® Tego 98 be Lael 
Have sent forth? Verily We Kic~a 4? sow j 
Have set veils over their hearts Gian sleB 9 aggtny 
Lest they should understand this, kqpe sn’ 
And over their ears, deafness. a4 epee “als 


If thou callest them 
To guidance, even then 
Will they never accept guidance. 
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58. But your Lord is Most Forgiving, 
Full of Mercy. If He were 
To call them (at once) to account 
For what they have earned, 
Then surely He would 
Have hastened their Punishment: 
But they have their appointed 


2400. The Prophets of Allah are not sent to humour us with dialectics or satisfy the vulgar curiosity for 
miracles of dark unusual things. There is no “crookedness” (18:1) in their preaching. They come to preach 
the Truth —nor in an abstract way, but with special reference to our conduct. They give us the good news 
of salvation lest we despair in the presence of Sin, and to warn us clearly of the dangers of Evil. Vain controversies 
about words only weaken their mission, or turn it into ridicule. The ungodly have a trick also of treating the 
earnest preaching to them itself as a jest and ridicule it. (R). 


2401, Considering the power of sin, and how it gets hold of the hearts of men, and considering all the 
wrongs that men have done, it is the height of folly and injustice on their part to turn away from warnings 
which are given expressly for their good» But a stage of callousness is reached, when, by their own choice, 
they have rendered themselves impervious to Allah's Grace. At that stage a veil is put over their hearts and 
they are left alone for a time, that they may commune with themselves and perhaps repent and seek Allabs 
Mercy again. If they do not, it is their own loss. See next verse. 
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Time, beyond which**® they 
Will find no refuge. 





59. Such were the populations ee ata “bse = py 
We destroyed when they penile as, 
Committed iniquities; but £ -s Sorter 897% .S- 
We fixed an appointed time lie ye ete dil (Abus 


For their destruction." 


C. 136. — Moses was up against mysteries 

(18:60-82.) Which he wanted to explore. He searched 
Out a man endued with knowledge 
Derived from the divine springs from which 
Flow the paradoxes of life. He is shown 
Three such paradoxes and how human 
Impatience is inconsistent with their true 
Understanding. The highest knowledge 
Comes not except by divine gift, 
And a constant, patient striving, 
With Faith, to apprehend something 
Of the purpose of the All-Wise Allah. 


SECTION 9. 
60. Behold, Moses said*** x ut A kaweeye 
© his attendant, “I will not Bb is+y4—h 3} 5 & 
Give up until I reach ee a ee ee ee tas 
The junction of the two*** a \ S50 « 





2402, Min diini hi: should we take the pronoun to refer to “the appointed time’, or to “your Lord," mentioned 
at the beginning of the verse? Most Commentators take the former view, and I have translated accordingly. 
But I agree with those who take the latter view, and the better translation would be. “But they have their 
appointed time, and except with Allah, they will find no refuge”’ That means that even during the period 
allowed them, when they are left to wander astray as they have rejected Allah's Grace, Allah's Mercy is open 
to them if they will repent and return; but nothing but Allah's Mercy can save them. 


2405. The instances of exemplary Punishment in former times were also subject to this rule, that Allah 
gives plenty of rope to the wicked, in case they might turn, repent, and obtain His Mercy. 


2404. This episode in the story of Moses is meant to illustrate four points. (1) Moses was learned in all 
the wisdom of the Egyptians. Even so that wisdom did not comprehend everything, even as the whole stock 
of the knowledge of the present day, the sciences and the arts, and in literature, (if it could be supposed to 
be gathered in one individual), does not include all knowledge. Divine knowledge, as far as man is concerned, 
inunlimited. Even after Moses received his divine mission, his knowledge was not so perfect that it could not 
receive further additions. (2) Constant effort is necessary to keep our knowledge square with the march of 
time, and such effort Moses is shown to be making. (3) The mysterious man he meets (18:65 and nm. 2411), 
to whom Tradition assigns the name of KArdr (literally, Green), is the type of that knowledge which is ever 
in contact with life as it is actually lived. (4) There are paradoxes in life: apparent loss may be real gain; 
apparent cruelty may be real mercy; returning good for evil may really be justice and not generosity (18:79-82). 
Allah's wisdom transcends all human calculation, (R). 


2405. The most probable geographica! location (if any is required in a story that is a parable) is where 
the two arms of the Red Sea join together, viz., the Gulf of ‘Aqabah and the Gulf of Suez. They enclose the 
Sinai Peninsula, in which Moses and the Iscaclites spent many ycars in their wanderings. There is also authority 
(see Baydiwi's note) for interpreting the two seas as the two great streams of knowledge, which were to meet 
in the persons of Moses and Khidr. 
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2406. Hugub means a long but indefinite space of time. Sometimes it is limited to 80 years. 
2407, Literally, ‘the Junction of (the space) between the two, 1-¢., the point at which the two seas were united. 


2408. Moses was to go and find a servant of Allah, who would instruct him in such knowledge as he 
had not already got. He was to take a fish with him. The place where he was to meet his mysterious Teacher 
would be indicated by the fact that the fish would disappear when he got to that place. The fish is the emblem 
of the fruit of secular knowledge, which merges itself in divine knowledge at the point where human intelligence 
is ready for the junction of the two. But the mere merger of secular knowledge does not in itself produce divine 
knowledge, The latter has to be sought patiently. 


2409. When they came to the Junction of the Seas, Moses forgot about the fish, and his attendant forgot 
to tell him of the fact that he had seen the fish escaping into the sea in amarvellous way. They passed on, 
but the stages now became heavier and heavier, and more fatiguing to Moses. So when our old knowledge 
is exhausted, and we come to the brink of new knowledge, we have a feeling of strangeness, heaviness, and 
difficulty, especially when we want to pass the new knowledge by and do not make it our own. Some refreshment, 
even if it be in our old traditional way, is required to sustain us, But we must retrace our steps, and seek 
the accredited repository of the knowledge which is our quest. It is our business to seek him out. We shall 
not find him without effort. 


2410. The attendant actually saw the fish swimming away in the sea, and yet forgot’ to tell his master 
In his case the “forgetting” was more than forgetting. Inertia had made him refrain from telling the important 
news. In such matters inertia is almost as bad as active spite, the suggestion of Satan. So new knowledge ar 
spiritual knowledge is not only passed by in ignorance, but sometimes by culpable negligence. 
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65. So they found one**!! Gatecalcelings 


Of Our servants, 


On whom We had bestowed G ec sy ¢ Sa ¥ als 


Mercy from Ourselves 

And whom We had taught 
Knowledge from Our own**!* 
Presence. 
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66. Moses said to him: 
“May I follow thee, 
On the footing that 
Thou teach me something 
Of the (Higher) Truth 
Which thou hast been taught?”**4 
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67, (The other) said: “Verily 


Thou wilt not be able 
To have patience with me!**'* 
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68. “And how canst thou 

Have patience about things 
About which thy understanding 
Is not complete?”**'* 
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2411. One of Our servants: his name is not mentioned in the Qur'an, but Tradition gives it as Khidr. 
Round him have gathered a number of picturesque folk tales, with which we are not here concerned. Khidr 
means “Green’: his knowledge is fresh and green, and drawn out of the living sources of life for it is drawn 
from Allah's own Presence, He is a mysterious being, who had to be sought out. He has the secrets of the 
paradoxes of Life, which ordinary people do not understand, or understand in a wrong sense, as we shall see 
further on. The nearest equivalent figure in the literature of the People of the Book is Melchizedek or Melchisedck 
(the Greek form in the New Testament). In Gen. 14:18-20, he appears as king of Salem, priest of the Most 
High God: he blesses Abraham, and Abraham gives him tithes. St. Paul allegorises him in his Epistle to the 
Hebrews (5:6-10; 7:1-10): “he was without father, without mother, without descent, having neither beginning 
of days nor end of life”. That is to say, he appeared mysteriously: neither his parentage nor his pedigree is 
known, and he seems to live for all time. These qualities are also attributed to Khidr in popular Muslim tradition. 
(R). 


2412. Khidr had two special gifts from Allah: (1) Mercy from His own Presence, and (2) Knowledge from 
His own Presence. The first freed him from the ordinary incidents of daily human life, and the second entitled 
him to interpret the inner meaning and mystery of events, as we shall see further on. Much could be and 
has been written about this from the mystic point of view. 





2415. Moses, not understanding the full import of what he was asking, makes a simple request. He wants 
to learn something of the special Knowledge which Allah bestowed on Khidr. 


2414. Khidr smiles, and says that there will be many things which Moses will see with him, which Moses 
will not completely understand and which will make Moses impatient. The highest spiritual knowledge often 
wems paradoxical to those who have not the key to it. 


2415. Khidr does not blame Moses, Each one of us can only follow out our own imperfect lights to the 
best of our judgement, but if we have Faith, we are saved many false steps. 
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2416. Moses had Faith. He adopts the true attitude of the learner to the Teacher, and promises to obey 
in all things, with the help of Allah, The Teacher is doubtful, but permits him to follow him on condition 
that he asks no questions about anything until the Teacher himself mentions it first. 

2417. The explanation follows in 18:79. 


2418. The explanation follows in 18:80-81. 
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He answered: “Did I not 
Tell thee that thou canst 
Have no patience with me?” 
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2419. The inhabitants were churlish. They broke the universal Eastern rule of hospitality to strangers, 
and thus showed themselves beyond the pale of ordinary human courtesies. Note that they would have been 
expected to offer hospitality of themselves, unasked. Here Moses and his companion actually had to ask for 
hospitality and were refused point-blank. 


2420. As they were refused hospitality, they should, as self-respecting men, have shaken the dust of the 
town off their feet, or shown their indignation in some way. Instead of that, Khidr actually goes and does 
a benevolent act. He rebuilds for them @ falling wall, and never asks for any compensation for it. Perhaps 
he employed local workman for it and paid them wages, thus actually benefiting a town which had treated 
him and his companion so shabbily! Moses is naturally surprised and asks, “Could you not at least have asked 
for the cost?” 


2421. The story and the interpretation are given with the greatest economy of words. Ir would repay us 
to search for the meaning in terms of our own inner and outer experience. 
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2422. They went on the boat, which was plying for hire. Its owners were not even ordinary men who 
plied for trade. They had been reduced to great poverty, perhaps from affluent circumstances, and deserved 
great commiseration, the more so as they preferred an honest calling to begging for charity. They did not 
know, but Khidr did, that the boat, perhaps a new one, had been marked down to be commandeered by 
an unjust king who seized on every boat he could get—it may have been, for warlike purposes, If this boat 
had been taken away from these self-respecting men, they would have been reduced to beggary, with no resources 
left them, By a simple act of making it unseaworthy, the boat was saved from seizure. The owners could repair 
it_as soon as the danger was past. Khidr probably paid liberally in fares, and what seemed an unaccountably 
cruel act was the greatest act of kindness he could do in the circumstances, 

2423. This seemed at first sight even a more cruel act than scuttling the boat, But the danger was also 
greater. Khidr knew that the youth was a potential parricide. His parents were worthy, pious people, who had 
brought him up with love. He had apparently gone wrong. Perhaps he had already been guilty of murder 
and robberies and had escaped the law by subtleties and fraud. See next note. 

2424. The son was practically an outlaw —a danger to the public and a particular source of grief to his 
righteous parents. Even so, his summary capital punishment would have been unjustified if Khidr had bees 
acting on his own. But Khidr was not acting on his own: see the latter part of the next verse, The plural 
“we also implies that he was not acting on his own, He was acting on higher authority and removing a public 
scourge, who was also a source of extreme sorrow and humiliation to his parents. His parents are promised 
a better-behaved son who would love them and be a credit to them. 

2425. The wall was in a ruinous state. If it had fallen, the treasure buried beneath it would have been 
exposed and would certainly have been looted, among so cherlish and selfish a people. See n. 2419 above, 
The treasure had been collected and buried by 2 righteous man. It was not, in any sense of the word, ill-gotten 
gains: it was buried expressly in the interests of the orphans by their father before his death, It was intended 
that the orphans should grow up and safely take possession of their heritage. It was also expected that they 
would be righteous men like their father, and use the treasure in good works and in advancing righteousness 
among an otherwise wicked community. There was thus both public and private interests involved in all the 
three incidents, In the second incident Khidr uses the word “we', showing that he was associating in his act 
the public authorities of the place, who had been eluded by the outlaw. 
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C. 137.—Three episodes in the life of a great king. 

(18:83-110.) Dhu al Qarnayn illustrated how power 
And opportunities should be used in the service 
Of Allah: he punished the guilty indeed, 
But was kind to the righteous; he left 
Primitive people their freedom of life; 
And he protected industrious people from grasping 
Neighbours. But he relied upon Allah, and made them 
Remember the Day of Judgement, when all 
Will see the Truth and receive the Punishments 
And Rewards earned in their present Life. 
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2426. Age of full strength: Cf 17:34 and n. 2218. 


2427. Those who act, not from a whim or a private impulse of their own, but from higher authority, 
have to bear the blame, with the vulgar crowd, for acts of the greater wisdom and utility, In human affairs 
many things are inexplicable, which are things of the highest wisdom in the Universal Plan, 


2428. Literally, “the Two-horned One", the King with the Two Horns, or the Lord of the Two Epochs. 
Who was he? In what age, and where did he live? The Qur'an gives us no material on which we can base 
a positive answer, Nor is it necessary to find an answer, as the story is treated as a Parable. Popular opinion 
identifies Dhu al Qarnayn with Alexander the Great. An alternative suggestion is an ancient Persian King, 
or a prehistoric Himyarite King. See a brief account of the controversy in Appendix VI printed at the end 
of this Sirah. 

Dhu al Qarnayn was a most powerful king, but it was Allah, Who, in His universal Plan, gave him power 
and provided him with the ways and means for his great work. His sway extended over East and West, and 
over people of diverse civilisations. He was just and righteous, not selfish or grasping. He protected the weak 
and punished the unlawful and the turbulent. Three of his expeditions are described in the text, each embodying 
a great ethical idea involved in the possession of kingship or power. 


2429, Great was his power and great were his opportunities (‘ways and means”), which he used for justice 
and righteousness. But he recognised that his power and opportunities were given to him as a trust by Allah. 
He had faith, and did not forget Allah. 
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86. Until, when he reached 
The setting of the sun,***° 
He found it set 
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2480, This is the firs: of the three episodes here mentioned, his expedition to the west, * — 
setting of the sun” does not mean the extreme west, for there is no such thing, West and East are relative 
terms. [t means a western expedition terminated by a “spring of murky water” This has puzzled Commentaton, 
and they have understood this to mean the dark, tempestuous sea. If Dhu al Qarnayn is Alexander the Great, 
the reference is easily understood to be the Lychnitis (now Ochrida), west of Macedonia. It is fed entirely by 
underground springs in a limestone region, where the water is never very clear. (See Appendix VI at the end 
of the Sufah). 


89. Then followed he (another) way. 





2451, He had great power and great opportunity. He got authority over a turbulent and unruly people 
Was he going to be severe with them and chastise them, or was he going to seck peace at any price, Le, to 
wink at violence and injustice so long as it did not affect his power? He chose the better course, as described 
in the next verse. To protect the weak and the innocent, he punished the guilty and the headstrong, but be 
remembered always that the true Punishment would come in the Hereafter —the true and final justice before 
the throne of Allah. 


2482. Though most powerful among kings, he remembered that his power was but human, and giveo 
by Allah. His punishments were but tentative, to preserve the balance of this life as he could appraise it. Even 
if his punishment was capital (‘wrongdoer sent back to his Lord”) it was nothing compared to the dir 
consequences of sin, in the final Justice of Allah. 


2433. He never said like Pharaoh, "I am your Lord Most High!” (79:24). On the contrary, his punishmeny 
were humbly regulated as not being final, and he laid more stress on the good he could do to those who lived 
normal lives in faith and righteousness. His rule was easy to them: he imposed no heavy tasks because of by 
tan SAAN dale Eee ina OAR ERE 
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2454. We now come to the second episode, This is an expedition to the east, "Rising of the gun” has 
a meaning corresponding to“setting of the sun” in 18:86. as explained in n. 2450. 


24535. The people here lived very simple lives. Perhaps the climate was hot, and they required neither 
roofs over their heads, nor much clothing to protect them from the sun. What did he do with them? See next note. 


2486. They were a primitive people. He did not fuss over their primitiveness, but left them in the enjoyment 
of peace and tranquillity in their own way. In this he was wise. Power is apt to be intolerant and arrogant, 
and to interfere in everything that does not accord with its own glorification. Not so Dhu al Qarnayn. He 
recognised his own limitations in the sight of Allah: man never completely understands his own position, but 
if he devoutly looks to Allah, he will live and let live. This is the spiritual lesson from the second episode. 


24387. The geography of the place (if geography is relevant in a parable story) is discussed in Appendix 
Vi at the end of this Surah (Cf 21:96), 


2438. It does not mean that they had no speech, It means that they did not understand the speech of 
the Conqueror. But they had parleys with him (through interpreters), as is evident from the verses following 
(18:94-98). 


2439. Who were the Gog and Magog people? This question is connected with the question, who was Dhu 
al Qarnayn? Some discussion on the question will be found in Appendix VI at the end of this Sirah. 

What we are mainly concerned with is the spiritual interpretation. The Conqueror had now arrived among 
a people who were different in speech and race from him, but not quite primitive, for they were skilled in 
the working of metals, and could furnish blocks (or bricks) of iron, melt metals with bellows or blowpipes, 
and prepare molten lead (18:96). Apparently they were a peaceable and industrious race, much subject to 
incursions from wild tribes who are called Gog and Magog. Against these tribes they were willing to purchase 
immunity by paying the Conqueror tribute in return for protection. The permanent protection they wanted 
was the closing of a mountain gap through which the incursions were made. 
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2440. Dhu al Qarnayn was not greedy and did not want to impose a tribute to be carried away from 
an industrious population. He understood the power which Allah had given him, -to involve duties and 
responsibilities on his part—the duty of protecting his subjects without imposing too heavy a taxation on them, 
He would provide the motive force and organising skill. Would they obey him and provide the material and 
labour, so that they could close the gap with a strong barrier, probably wich well-secured gates? The word 
radm, translated " Barrier,’ does not necessarily mean a wall, but rather suggests a blocked door or entrance, 


2441. Lunderstand the defences erected to have been a strong barrier of iron, with iron Gates. The jambs 
of the Gates were constructed with blocks or bricks of iron, and the interstices filled up with molten lead, 
so as to form an impregnable mass of metal. It may be that there was a stone wall also, but that is not mentioned. 
There was none in the Iron Gate near Bukhara; see Appendix VI at the end of his Surah. 


2442. Made it (red) as fire: what does “it” refer to? Probably to the iron, cither in sheets or blocks, w 
be welded with molten lead. 


2443. The iron wall and gates and towers were sufficiently high to prevent their being scaled and sufficiently 
strong with welded metal to resist any attempt to dig through them. 


2444. After all the effort which Dhu al Qarnayn has made for their protection, he claims no credit for 
himself beyond that of discharging his duty as a ruler. He turns their attention to Allah, Who has provided 
the ways and means by which they can be helped and protected. But all such human precautions are apt 
to become futile. a a ON ca “ly RY itd ina Allah has said so in His Revelation; 
and His word is true. 

And so the spiritual lesson from the third episode is; Take human precautions and do all in your power 
to protect yourselves from evil. But no protection is complete unless you seek che help and grace of Allah. 
The best of our precautions must crumble to dust when the appointed Day arrives. 
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2445. And so we pass on to the Last Days before the Great Summons comes from Allah. All human barriers 
will be swept away, There will be tumultuous rushes. The Trumpet will be blown, and the Judgement will 
be set on foot, 


2446. If men had scoffed at Faith and the Hereafter, their eyes will be opened now, and they will see 
the terrible Reality. 


2447. Those yery men who refused to see the many Signs of Allah which in this world convey His Message 
and to hear the Word of the Lord when it came to them, will then see without any mistake the consequences 


brought up before them. 


2448. That is, those who prided themselves on their works in this life, and now find that those works 
are of no avail. Their loss is all the greater because they had a misplaced confidence in their own deeds or 
in the assistance of false “protectors’, Allah is the only Protector: no one else's protection is of any use, 
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While they thought that 


They were acquiring good 
By their works?”’***? 
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105. They are those who deny 
The Signs of their Lord 
And the fact of their 
Having to meet Him 
(In the Hereafter): vain 
Will be their works, 

Nor shall We, on the Day 
Of Judgement, give them 
Any Weight.**5° 


106. That is their reward, 
Hell; because they rejected 
Faith, and took My Signs 
And My Messengers 
By way of jest.***! 
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107. to those who believe RRA te wesc ak ea, 
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The Gardens of Paradise,**** 


108. Wherein they shall dwell 
(For aye): no change 
Will they wish for themselves. 
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109. Say:“If the ocean were 
Ink (wherewith to write out) 
The words of my Lord,**** 
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2449. Many people have such a smug sense of self-righteousness that while they go on doing wrong, they 
think that they are acquiring merit, So, in charity, all the elements that make for outward show or selfishnes 
(as to get some worldly advantage) nullify the deed of charity, In the same way, hypocrites sometimes affect 
to be surprised that their declared effort for somebody's good is not appreciated, when they are really secking 
some hidden gain or false glory for themselves. The sincere are only those who believe in their spiritual 
responsibility and act in Allah's sight. 


2450. What weight can be attached to works behind which the motives are not pure, or are positively 
evil? They are either wasted or count against those who seek to pass them off as meritorious! 


2451. False motives, pretence, deception, and hypocrisy, flourish because people do not take the higher 
life seriously. In effect they treat it as a jest: Signs and Messengers are sent as a special and personal Mercy 
from Allah, and for such things the first person singular is used as in this verse, even when it involves a sudden 
transition from the first person plural as in the last verse. 


2452. Firdaws in Persian means an enclosed place, a park. In technical theological language the word 
is used for the inner circle of Heaven, or the highest Heaven, the destination of those who perfectly fulfil 
both requirements, vtz.: a sound faith, and perfectly righteous conduct. Small faults in either respect are forgiven; 
the Mercy of Allah steps in. (R). 


‘2453. The Words and Signs and Mercies of Allah are in all Creation, and can never be fully set out in 
human language, however extended our means may be imagined to be. 
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110. 


Sooner would the ocean be 
Exhausted than would the words 
Of my Lord, even if we 

Added another ocean 

Like it, for its aid.” 


Say: “I am but a man 

Like yourselves, (but) 

The inspiration has come 

To me, that your God is 
One God: whoever expects 
To meet his Lord, let him 
Work righteousness, and, 

In the worship of his Lord, 
Admit no one as partner.’*** 
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2454. Righteousness and true respect for Allah—which excludes the worship of anything else, whether 
idols, or deified men, or forces of nature, or faculties of man, or Self—these are the criteria of true worship. 
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APPENDIX VI. 


Who was Dhii al Qarnayn? 
(18:83-98.) 


As stated in my n. 2428 to 18:83, | do not consider that historical or geographical 
considerations have much bearing on a story treated as a Parable, as DhO al Qarnayn’s story i 
Indeed all stories or narrations are referred to in the Qur'an as Parables, for their spiritual meaning. 
Heated controversies or dogmatic assertions as to precise dates, personalities, or localities, seem 
to me to be out of place, But a great deal of literature has been piled up among our writers on 
the subject, and it seems desirable to set down a few notes as to the different views that have 
been expressed. 


‘What is the meaning of the name or title DAd al Qarnayn— “Lord of two Qarns"? "Qam" 
may mean: (1) a horn in the literal sense, as in the case of a ram or bull; (2) a horn in a metaphorical 
sense, as in English, the horns of a crescent, or by a further metaphor (not used in English), the 
horns of a kingdom or territory, two portions at opposite ends; ($) by another metaphor, a summit, 
a lock of hair, typifying strength, a crest such as Eastern kings wear on their diadems; (4) referring 
to time, an Epoch, an Age, a Generation. Meaning (1) is inapplicable to a man or a great King: 
but see the next paragraph about Alexander the Great. The other three meanings may be applicable. 
as implying: (2) Lord of East and West, Lord of wide territory or of two kingdoms; (3) Lord of 
two crests on his diadem, typifying two kingdoms, or a rank superior to that of an ordinary king; 
(4) Lord of more than one Epoch: one whose power and influence extend far beyond his lifetime. 


If we accept the popular identification of Dhi al Qarnayn with Alexander, all the three 
latter designations would be applicable to him, as he was lord of the West and the East, lord 
of the Greek States united for the first time (Hellenic Captain-General) and of the widely extended 
Persian Dominion which included all Western Asia, Egypt, Central Asia, Afghanistan, and the 
Punjab (at least portions). He is represented on his coins with two horns on his head: he considered 
himself a son of Jupiter Ammon (who had the two horns of a ram), with a divine mission. He 
revolutionised the history of Europe, Asia, and Africa (Eygpt), and his influence lasted for many 
generations after his death at the young age of $$. He lived from B.C, $56 to 323, but his name 
was one to conjure with for many centuries after him. It was not only on account of his political 
power, but his cultural influences. Through his conquests, Greek art gave the impulse to Gandhara 
art in Central Asia and Northwest India. The city of Alexandria which he founded in Egypt became 
the cultural centre, not only for Greece and Rome, but for Judaism and Christianity, and retained 
its supremacy till the sixth century of the Christian era. Justinian closed its schools of philosophy 
in 529. Its philosophic and scientific schools spread their influence over even a wider area than 
the Mediterranean basin. 


Now the generality of the world of Islam have accepted Alexander the Great as the one 
meant by the epithet Dhii al Qarnayn. But some of our ‘Ulam have raised doubts about it and 
made other suggestions. One is that it was not the Macedonian Alexander the Great, but an earlier 
prehistoric king contemporary with Abraham: because, they say Dhi al Qarnayn was a man of 
Faith (18:88,98), while Alexander the Great was a Pagan and believed in Grecian gods. An 
identification with a supposed prehistoric king, about whom nothing is known, is no identification 
at all. On the other hand, all that is known about Alexander the Great shows that he was a man 
of lofty ideals. He died over three centuries before the time of Jesus, but that does not mean he 
was not a man of Faith, for Allah revealed Himself to men of all nations in all ages. Alexander 
was a disciple of the philosopher Aristotle, noted for his pursuit of sound Truth in all departments 
of thought, Alexander's reference to Jupiter Ammon may have been no more than a playful reference 
to the superstitions of his time. Socrates spoke of the Grecian gods, and so did Anstotle and Plato; 





App. VI. 739 


but it would be wrong to call them idolaters or men without Faith. In the Ethiopic traditional 
sores of Alexander the Great, he is represented as a great prophet. 


Another suggestion made is that Dhu al Qarnayn was an ancient king of Persia. A king 
of Persia is referred to as a Ram with two horns in the Book of Daniel (8:3) in the Old Testament. 
But in the same Book, the Ram with the two horns was smitten, cast down to the ground, and 
samped upon by a he-goat with one horn (8:7-8), There is nothing in our literature to suggest 
that Dhu al Qarnayn came to any such ignominious end. Nor is the Book of Daniel an authority 
worth consideration. Its authenticity is very doubtful. There is no question that it is a patchwork, 
% parts of it are in the Aramaic (or Chaldee) language and parts in Hebrew, and there are in 
ita number of Greek words. The Septuagint version contained large additions. “Daniel'—whoever 
the writer or writers were— refers to historical Persian kings. If it is argued that it was some old 
prehistoric Persian king who built the Iron Gates (18:96) to keep out the Gog and Magog tribes 
()8:94), this is no identification at all, There is no unanimity about the identity of the Lron Wall, 
or the Gog and Magog tribes, Both these subjects will be referred to presently. 


Another suggestion made is that he was some old prehistoric Himyarite king from Yemen, 
about whom nothing else is known. This, again, is no identification at all, 


The question of Yajij and Majij (Gog and Magog) and the iron Barrier built to keep 
them out is of some interest. It is practically agreed that they were the wild tribes of Central Asia 
which have made inroads on settled kingdoms and Empires at various stages of the world’s history. 
The Chinese Empire suffered from their incursions and built the Great Wall of China to keep 
out the Manchus and Mongols, The Persian Empire suffered from them at various times and at 
various points, Their incursions into Europe in large hordes caused migrations and displacements 
of population on an enormous scale, and eventually broke up the Roman Empire. These tribes 
were known vaguely to the Greeks and Romans as “Scythians”, but that term does not help us 
very much, either ethnically or geographically, 


If we could locate the iron barrier or iron gates referred to in 18:96,.we should have a 
closer idea of the tribes whom the barrier was meant to keep out. It is obvious that the Great 
Wall of China is out of the question, Begun in the third century B.C, and continued later, it covers 
the enormous length of 1,500 miles, and goes up the hills and down the valleys, with towers 40 
feet high at intervals of 200 yards, Its average height is 20 to 30 feet. It is built of stone and earth. 
There is no particular point in it which can be identified with the iron barrier in the text. No 
one has suggested that Dhu al Qarnayn was a Chinese Emperor, and none of the great Conquerors 
of Western Asia can be credited with the building of the Chinese Wall. 


The Barrier in the text must have been more in the nature of iron gates than an iron wall. 
Two Iron Gates, geographically far apart, have been suggested in the alternative. Sometimes they 
have been mixed up by writers not strong in geography..Both of them have local associations with 
the name of Alexander the Great. Both are near a town Derbend, and have borne the name of 
Bab al Hadid (Arabic for “Iron Gate"). Let us examine the case of each in carn, 


The best known in modern times is at the town and seaport of Derbend in the middle 
of the western coast of the Caspian Sea in the district of Daghistan. Before the southern expansion 
of Russia in 1813 it belonged to Persia. A spur of Mount Caucasus here comes up north, close 
tothe sea. The Wall in question is 50 miles long, with an average height of 29 feet, As Azerbaijan 
(in Persia) is not far from this place, some writers have mixed up the Derbend Iron Gate with 
Aterbaijan, and some with the Caucasian town of Kharz (Kars), which is to the south of the Caucasus. 
There are local traditions here, and in the Astrakhan region, at the mouth of the river Volga, 
higher up the Caspian, connecting this Caucasian Iron Gate with the name of Alexander, but 
there are good reasons why we should reject this as the site of the Iron Gate in the Qur'anic story. 
(1) This does not correspond exactly to the description in 18:96 (“the space between the steep 
mountain sites’); the gap is between the mountain and the sea. (2) Alexander the Great 
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(assuming that Dhu al Qarnayn is Alexander), is not known to have crossed the Caucasus. (5) 
There is an Iron Gate which corresponds exactly to the description, in a locality which we know 
Alexander to have visited. (4) In the early days, when Muslims spread to all parts of the world, 
local legends were started by ignorant people connecting the places they knew with places referred 
to in the Qur'an. 


We now come to the Iron Gate which corresponds exactly to the Qur'anic description, and 
has the best claim to be connected with Alexander's story. It is hear another Derbend in Central 
Asia, Hissar District, about 150 miles southeast of Bukhara. A very narrow defile, with overhanging 
tocks, occurs on the main route between Turkestan and India: latitude $8°N; longitude 67°E. It 
is now called in Turkish Buzghol-Khana (Goat-house), but was formerly known as the Iron Gate 
(Arabic, Bab al Hadid; Persian, Dar-t-Ghani; Chinese T'te-men-kuan. There is no iron gate there 
now, but there was one in the seventh century, when the Chinese traveller Hiouen Tsiang saw it 
on his journey to India. He saw two folding gates cased with iron hung with bells. Nearby isz 
lake named Iskandar Kul, connecting the locality with Alexander the Great. We know from histroy 
that Alexander, after his conquest of Persia and before his journcy to India, visited Sogdiana (Bushar) 
and Maracanda (Samargand), We also know from al Maqdi@ (or al Muqadda#), the Arab traveller 
and geographer, who wrote about A.H. 375 (A.C. 985-6) that the ‘Abbasi Caliph al Wathiq (842-446 
A.C.) sent out a mission to Central Asia to report on this Iron Gate. They found the defile 150 
yards wide: on two jambs, made with bricks of iron welded together with molten lead, were hung 
two huge gates, which were kept closed. Nothing could correspond more exactly with the description 
in 18:95-96. 


If, then, the Barrier in 18:95-98 refers to the Iron Gate near Bukhara, we are able to proceed 
to a consideration of the Gog-Magog people with some confidence. They were the Mongol tribs 
on the other side of the Barrier, while the industrious men who did not understand Dhu al Qarnayni 
language were the Turks, with their agglutinative language, so different from the languages then 
spoken in Western Asia. The Barrier served its purpose for the time being. But the warning that 
the time must come when it must crumble to dust has also come true. It has crumbled to dus. 
Long since, the Mongols pushed through on their westward journey, pushing the Turks before 
them, and the Turks became a European Power and still have a footing in Europe. We need not 
bother about the legends of the Gog and Magog people. They were reputed to be giants, and 
two tiny hills in flat Cambridgeshire are derisively called the Gog-Magog hills! Similarly the statues 
of Gog and Magog in the Guildhall in London, which M.M.A. takes so seriously, only remind 
us how legends are apt to grow and get transported to strange places. In the Alexander legends 
of medieval Europe, Gog and Magog are said to have come with 400,000 men to the help of Porus 
whom Alexander defeated, and to have fled after that defeat. They fled to the mountains, and 
Alexander built a wall with brass gates to prevent their irruptions. See Paul Meyer, Alexandre 
le Grand dans la literature francaise du Moyen Age: Paris, 1886; Vol. 2, pp. 386-389. 


Personally, I have not the least doubt that Dhu al Qarnayn is meant to be Alexander the 
Great, the historic Alexander, and not the legendary Alexander, of whom more presently. My fim 
appointment after graduation was that of Lecturer in Greek history. I have studied the details 
of Alexander's extraordinary personality in Greek historians as well as in modern writers, and have 
since visited most of the localities connected with his brief but brilliant career. Few readen of 
Quranic literature have had the same privilege of studying the details of his career. It is one of 
the wonders of the Qur'an, that, spoken through an Ummis mouth, it should contain so many 
incidental details which are absolutely true, The more our knowledge increases, the more we feel 
this. There are little touches which need not have been mentioned. They come in incidentally 
like the incidental remarks of a person full of knowledge, who does not intend to put forward 
these points but whose fulness of knowledge brings them in inevitably. 


One such point occurs in the mention of Alexander's westward journcy (18:86). He sw 
the sun set in a piece of murky water which is described as a “Spring”. Most Commentators hae 
understood the “spring” to be the sea, and the “murky water” to be its dark-blue water. Nirimi, 
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in his Romance of Alexander, takes Alexander right west along North Africa to Andalusia and 
the Atlantic Ocean. There is no historic proof that Alexander ever reached the Atlantic. But he 
was of course familiar with the deep-blue waters of the Mediterranean. The Mediterranean 
interpretation may pass if we had not a closer explanation. Alexander's first exploits were when 
he was a mere boy, in the reign of his father Phillip. The region of Illyricum was due west of 
Macedonia, and Macedonia's first expansion was in that direction. The town of Lychnis was annexed 
to Macedonia and thus the western frontier of Macedonia was secured. The northern frontier 
towards the Danube had already been secured, and the lesson he subsequently gave to Thebes 
secured him against attack from the Greek States to the south, and prepared the way for his great 
march east against the Persian Empire. To the west of the town of Lychnis is a lake 170 square 
miles in area, fed by underground springs that issue through limestone rocks and give out murky 
water. Both town and lake are now called Ochrida, about 50 miles west of Monastir. The water 
is so dark that the river which forms the outlet of the lake to the north is called the Black Drin. 
Looking at the sunset from the town, the observer would see the sun set in a pool of murky water 
(18:86). It was a question before the boy Alexander—the dreamy, impulsive, fearless rider —whether 
he would put the barbarous Illyricans to the sword or show them mercy, He showed true discrimination 
and statesmanship. He punished the guilty but showed kindness to the innocent, and thus consolidated 
his power in the west. This I construe to be the meaning of 18:86-87; otherwise these verses do 
not seem to be perfectly clear. 


Another point may be noted. The three episodes mentioned are the journey to the west, 
the journey to the east, and the journey to the Iron Gate. The journey to the west I have just 
explained. The journey to the east was to the Persian Empire. Here he found a people who lived 
in the open and wore little clothing. This might apply to people who live in an inland place in 
the latitude of Persepolis or Multani. He left them alone as they were (18:91). He was not warring 
against populations; he was warring against the proud but effete Persian Empire. He left them 
as they were, with their local institutions, and under their local chiefs. In feeling, he treated them 
as his own, not as aliens. In some things, he himself adopted their ways. His followers misunderstood 
him. But Allah understood, for He approves of all things that lead to Unity among mankind. 


The direction of the third journey is not mentioned, The Commentators suggest the north, 
but they might with better reason have suggested the south, as Alexander visited Eygpt. But the 
visit to the Iron Gate was to the East—a continuation of his journey east. That is why the direction 
is not mentioned again. Here his mission was different. He had to protect a peaceful industrious 
population, whom perhaps the Persian Empire had failed to protect, against turbulent and restless 
invaders. He helped them to protect themselves, but warned them that all human precautions, 
though good and necessary, are vain without Allah's help. 


Each of the episodes mentioned is historical. But the pomp and glitter of military conquest 
are not mentioned. On the contrary, spiritual motives are revealed and commended. We need 
not know or learn any history or geography or science or psychology or ethics to understand them. 
But the more real knowledge we have, the more completely shall we understand them and the 
lessons to be drawn from them. The earthly journeys are treated as mere symbols to show us the 
evolution of a great and noble soul which achieved so much in a short earthly life. 


His career was so extraordinary that it impressed his contemporaries as a world event, It 
undoubtedly was one of the greatest world events in history. Legends began to grow up round 
his name. In many cases the legends overlaid the history. Today the world is thrilled by Sir Ayrel 
Stein's identification of Aornos, a very small geographical detail in a great career full of lessons, 
in political, ethical, and religious wisdom. But the generations immediately following Alexander's 
period wrote and transmitted all sorts of wonderful legends that passed current in East and West. 
The philosopher Kallisthenes had been with Alexander in Asia. Under his name was produced 
a Greek book in Alexandria some time before the second century of the Christian era. It was 
translated into Latin in the third century, Translations were subsequently made into most of the 
European languages. In Chaucer's time (1540-1400) these Alexander legends were known to every 
“wight that hath discrecion” (The Monk in Canterbury Tales). 
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Alexandria was a focus of Christian and Jewish learning for some centuries. The Christians 
also made Alexander a saint. The Jews carried the Alexander cycle into the East. Our Persian 
poet Jami (A.H. 535-599, A.C. 1141-1208) worked it up into his epic the Iskandar-na@ma. He is 
careful to show the historical or semi-historical and the ethical parts separately. The one relates 
to action or exploits (/qba@l) and the other to wisdom (Khsrad). He had the advantage of the Quranic 
to matters of the weightiest spiritual significance, and that is the chief thing to note in the story 
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INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 19—MARYAM 


The spiritual growth of man as an individual soul having been explained 
in S. 17, as beginning with the first principles of moral conduct and in S. 18. as 
being dependent upon our realisation of the brevity and mystery of this life and 
the true use of power as in the story of Dhu al Qarnayn, we now pass on the story 
of individual Messengers of Allah in their personal relations with their 
environment —Yahya with his father Zakariya, Jesus with his mother Mary; Abraham 
with his unbelieving father, Moses with his brother Aaron, Isma‘il with his family, 
and Idris in the high station to which he was called. Seeing how these great ones 
fitted into the scheme of life, man is condemned for his want of faith, or for degrading 
his faith to superstition, and warned of the Hereafter. 


In chronology, it was revealed before the first resort of the batch of Muslims 
to Abyssinia, say s¢ven years before Hijrah. 


Summary—Zakariya was anxious to have an heir to carry on Allah's work 
in a world of unrighteousness, and Yahya was given to him (19:1-15, and C. 138), 


Mary the mother of Jesus was maligned by her people, but Jesus comforted 
her and was good to her (19;16-40, and C. 139). 


Abraham was persecuted for his Faith by his people, including his unbelieving 
father, but he withdrew from them, and was blessed; Moses was helped by his brother 
Aaron; Ismail brought up his family in piety; and Idris was truthful and pious 
in a high station: they showed the way; yet men will not learn the good of life 
(19:41-65, and C, 140). 


Man should not disbelieve in the Hereafter, nor sully his faith by false notions 
about Allah (19:68-98, and C. 141). 


C, 138,— Men of God show their qualities 

(19:1-15.) In their private relationships as much 
As in their public ministry, Zakariya 
Was anxious, in a world of unrighteousness, 
To find a successor to continue his godly 
Errand. He was given a son, Yahya, 
Who heralded Jesus, and lived a life 
Of wisdom, gentle love, and purity. 
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Sitirah 19. 

AG ic) ss. 4 
Maryam (Mary) Pus & 
In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Spa Si pe 


, Most Merciful. 
1. Rat Ha Ba Ayn Saas 
2. (This is) a recital**** 


Of the Mercy of thy Lord 
To His Servant Zakariya. 
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4. Praying: “O my Lord! 
Infirm indeed are my bones, 
And the hair of my head 
Doth glisten with grey: 
But never am I unblest, 
« . O my Lord, in my prayer**** 
To Thee! 
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2455. This is the only Sirah which begins with these five Abbreviated Letters, Kaf, Ha, Ya, ‘Ayn, Sad, 
For Abbreviated Letters generally, see Appendix I. 

As stated in my note 25, such Letters are Symbols, of which the true meaning is known to Allah alone 
We should not be dogmatic about any conjectures that we make, According to the interpretation of the lat 
letter Sad, suggested in n. 989 to 7:1, I should be disposed to accept Sid with the meaning of Qrsas, ie, 
stories of the Prophets. The main figures referred to here are: Zakarlya, Yahy’, Maryam, ‘[sa, and Ibrahim: 
the others are mentioned but incidentally. The strong letter in ZaKarTya is K; in IbriHim. H; in YEhYa and 
perhaps MarYam, Y; and in ‘Isa—A (‘4yn). H also comes in Hariin (Aaron), and the Arabic Ya" comes in 
all the names including Ism@ Tl and Idris. 

I offer this suggestion with some diffidence. The suggestion of the Tafsir Kabir is that the letters sand 
for attributes of Allah: K. for Ka/? (the One sufficient in Himself); H, for Hadf (He who guides); Y. for led 
(Hand as a symbol of Power and Authority; Cf. 48:10, “The Hand of Allah is above their hands”); ‘A. for 
‘Alim (the All-Knowing); and § for Sadiq (The True One). 


5. “Now I fear (what) 
My relatives (and colleagues) 





2456. The Mercy of Allah to ZakarTy& was shown in many ways: (1) in the acceptance of his prayer; (2} 
in bestowing a son like Yahya; and (5) in the love between father and son, in addition to the work which 
Yahya did as Allah's Messenger for the world. Cf 3:38-41 and notes, There the public ministry was the point 
stressed; here the beautiful relations between the son and the father. 


2457. Jn secret: because he feared that his own family and relatives were going wrong (19:5), and he wanted 
to keep the lamp of Allah burning bright, He could not very well mention the fear about his colleagues (who 
were his relations) in public. 


2458. This preface shows the fervent faith of Zakariya. Zakariya was a priest of the Most High Allah. 
His office was the Temple, and his relatives were his colleagues. But he found in them no true spirit of the 
service of Allah and man. He was filled with anxiety as to who would uphold the godly ideas he had in mind. 
which were strange to his worldly colleagues. 
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Will d after : sie res vs 
(Will do) me i eoletenes ee 


But my wife is barren: 
So give me an heir**** 
As from Thyself — 
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6. “(One that) will (truly) eee 
Represent me, and represent**® —YSr 
The posterity of Jacob; i 3 ac ae 
And make him, O my Lord! se Slee 
One with whom Thou art 47 cae ete 
Well-pleased!” Cer cahcarly 


7. (His prayer was answered): 
"O Zakarlya! We give thee 


Good news of a son: Pras Ue Kectar 

_ His name shall be Yahya: SAde al te, Vos 
‘On none by that name yi siuly blogtot es o< 
Have We conferred distinction Cw : Nogpticrg 


before."**®! 


8. He said: “O my Lord! 
How shall I have a son, 
When my wife is barren 
And I have grown quite decrepit 
From old age?” 


9. He said: “So (it will be):*** 
Thy Lord saith, ‘That is 
Easy for Me: I did 
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2459. His was not merely a vulgar desire for a son. If it had been, he would have prayed much earlier 
in his life, when he was a young man. He was too full of true piety to put merely selfish things into his prayers. 
But here was a public need, in the service of the Lord. He was too old, but could he perhaps adopt a child — 
who would be an heir “as from Allah?” (See n. $80 to 5:38). 


2460. It is true that an heir inherits property, but his higher duty is to represent in everything the personality 
of him from whom he inherits. It is doubtful whether ZakarTya had any worldly property. But he had character 
and virtue, as a man of God, and this he wanted to transmit to his heir as his most precious possession. It 
was almost the most precious possession of the posterity of Jacob. The people around him had fallen away 
from Allah's Message. Could his heir, like him, try and renew it? 


2461. This was John the Baptist, the forerunner of Jesus, In accordance with his father's prayer he, and 
Jesus for whom he prepared the way, renewed the Message of Allah, which had been corrupted and lost among 
the Israelites. The Arabic form Yahya suggests “Life. The Hebrew form is Johanan, which means “Jehovah 
has been Gracious’. Cf Handna in verse 15 below. It does not mean that the name was given for the first 
time, for we read of a Johanan the son of Careah in II Kings, 25:25, an otherwise obscure man. it means 
that Allah had, for the first time, called one of His elect by that name. 


© 2462. Who is the “He” in this clause? As | have construed it, following the majority of Commentators, 
it means the angel who brought the message from Allah. Cf 19:21 below. But some Commentators construe 
it to refer to ZakarTya. In that case the meaning will be: ZakarTya after a little reflection said (in his wonder) 
"Sol" £e. "Can it really be so? Can I really have a son in my old age?” The speech following, “Thy Lord 
saith.” etc., will then be that of the angelomessenger. 
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2463. Every man was nothing just before he was created, £¢.. his personality was called into being by 
Allah. Even if there are material processes in forming the body, in accordance with the laws of nature, the 
real creative force is in Allah. But here there is a subtler meaning, John was the harbinger of Jesus, preparing 
the way for him: and this sentence also prepares us for the more wonderful birth of Jesus himself: see vene 
21 below. Everything is possible with Allah. 


2464. The Sign’, | understand, was not in order to convince Zakariya that the Lord's promise was true, 
for he had faith; but it was a symbol by which he was to show in his conduct that he was to conform to his 
new destiny as the father of Yahy3 who was cw come. Yahy3 was to take up the work, and Zakariya wai & 
be silent, although the latter was sound in body and there was nothing to prevent him from speaking. 


2465. Compare this verse with 3:41. The variations are interesting. Here it is “for three nights”: there 
it is “for three days” The meaning is the same, for a day is a period of 24 hours. But the point of view is 
different in cach case, There it was from the point of view of the Ummah or Congregation, among whom 
he worked by day; here the point of view is that of his individual soul, which spent the nights in prayer and 
praise. Notice again that at the end of the next verse, we have here, “In the morning and in the evening) 
and at the end of 3:41, "In the evening and in the morning’—showing again that the point of view is revered. 


2466. Time passes. The son is born. In this section of the Sirah the centre of interest is Yahya, and the 
instruction is now given to him. ‘Keep fast hold of Allah's revelation with all your might’: for an unbelieving 
world had cither corrupted or neglected it, and Yahya (john the Baptist) was to prepare the way for Jesu, 
who was coming to renew and re-interpret it. 


2467. Hukm, translated Wisdom, implies something more than Wisdom; it is the Wisdom or Judgement 
that is entitled to judge and command, as in the matter of denouncing sin. 


as comps 
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- C. 139. — Next comes the story of Jesus and his mother 
(19:16-40.) Mary. She gave birth, as a virgin, to Jesus, 
But her people slandered and abused her 
As a disgrace to her lineage. Her son — 
Did defend her and was kind to her. He 
Was a servant of Allah, a true Prophet, 
Blessed in the gifts of Prayer and Charity, 
But no more than a man: to call him 
The son of Allah is to derogate from Allah's 
Majesty, for Allah is High above all 
His Creatures, the Judge of the Last Day, 
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2468. John the Baptist did not live long. He was imprisoned by Herod, the tetrarch (provincial ruler 
under the Roman Empire), whom he had reproved for his sins, and eventually beheaded at the instigation 
of woman with whom Herod was infatuated. But even in his young life, he was granted (1) wisdom by Allah, 
for he boldly denounced sin: (2) gentle pity and love for all Allah's creatures, for he moved among the humble 
and lowly, and despised “soft raiment”: and ($) purity of life, for he renounced the world and lived in the 
wilderness. All his work he did in his youth. These things showed themselves in his conduct, for he was devout, 
thowing love to Allah and to Allah's creatures, and more particularly to his parents (for we are considering 
that aspect of his life): this was also shown by the fact that he never used violence, peytrat eo ede ase 
nor entertained a spirit of rebellion against divine Law. (R). 


2469. This is spoken as in the lifetime of Yahya. Suni cis NAKA Bikes Galt Se: Wiis wits Gs as 
born; they continue when he is about to'die un unjust death at the hands of tyrant; and they will be specially 
manifest at the Day of Judgement. 


2470. Cf. the story of Mary as related in $:42-51. Here the whole theme is different: it is the personal 
tide of the spiritual experiences of the worshippers of Allah in relation to their families or environment. 
a ‘ 


2471. To a private eastern chamber, perhaps in the Temple. She went into privacy, from her people and 
from people in general, for prayer and devotion. It was in this state of purity that the angel appeared to ber 
in the shape of a man. She thought it was a man. She was frightened, and she adjured him not to invade 
her privacy 
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2472. Allah had destined her to be the mother of the Prophet Jesus Christ, and now had come the time 
when this should be announced to her. 


2473. The mission of Jesus is announced in two ways (1) he was to be a Sign to men; his wonderful birth 


and wonderful life were to turn an ungodly world back to Allah: and (2) his mission was to bring solace and 
salvation to the repentant, This, in some way or other, is the case with all prophets of Allah, and it was pre 
emmently so in the case of the Prophet Mubammad. But the point here is that the Israelites, to whom Jews 
was sent, were a hardened race, for whom the message of Jesus was truly a gospel of Mercy. 


2474, For anything that Allah wishes to create, He says “Be,” and it is (Cf. 5:47). There is no interval 


between His decree and its accomplishment, except such as He imposes by His decree. Time may be only 
@ projection of our own minds on this world of relativity. 


2475, The annunciation and the conception, we may suppose, took place in Nazareth (of Galilee), say 


65 miles north of Jerusalem, The delivery took place in Bethlehem about 6 miles south of Jerusalem. It wu 
a remote place, not only with reference to the distance of 71 miles, but because in Bethlehem itself the birth 
was in an obscure corner under a palm tree, from which perhaps the babe was afterwards removed to a mange 


ina 


sable. 
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23. And the pains of childbirth 
Drove her to the trunk 
Of a palm tree: 
She cried (in her anguish): 
“Ah! would that I had 
Died before this! would that 
1 had been a thing 
Forgotten and out of sight!'’**7® 


24. But (a voice) cried to her 
From beneath the (palm tree): 
“Grieve not! for thy Lord 
Hath provided a rivulet 
Beneath thee; 


25. “And shake towards thyself 
The trunk of the palm tree; 
It will let fall 
Fresh ripe dates upon thee.**7? 


26: “So eat and drink 
And cool (thine) eye.**7* 
And if thou dost see 
Any human, say, ‘I have 
Vowed a fast to (Allah) 
Most Gracious, and this day 
Will I enter into no talk 
With any human being’’’**7* 


27, At length she brought 
The (babe) to her people, 
Carrying him (in her arms). 
They said: “O Mary! 
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2476. She was but human, and suffered the pangs of an expectant mother, with no one to attend to her. 
The circumstances being peculiar, she had gotten far away from her people. 


2477. Unseen Providence had seen that she should not suffer from thirst or from hunger. The rivulet 


provided her with water also for ablutions, 


2478. Cool thine eye: An idiom for “comfort thyself and be glad”. The literal meaning should not, however, 
be lost sight of. She was to cool her eyes (perhaps full of tears) with the fresh water of the rivulet and take 
comfort that a remarkable babe had been born to her. She was also to look around, and if any one came 
near, was to decline all conversation. It was quite true: she was under a vow, and could not talk to any one. 


2479. She was to decline all conversation with man or woman, on the plea ofa vow to Allah. The “fast” 
here does not mean abstinence from eating or drinking. It means abstinence from speaking to any human- 


being. (Eds.). 
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28. “O sister of Aaron!*** 
Thy father was not 
A man of evil, nor thy 
Mother a woman unchaste!” 
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29. But she pointed to the babe.*** 
They said: “How can we 
‘Talk to one who is 
A child in the cradle?” 


$0. He said: “I am indeed 
A servant of Allah: 
He hath given me 
Revelation and made me 
A prophet; 


31,. “And He hath made me en a 1 eee? 
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st 
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2480. The amazement of the people knew no bounds. Sap ap em ay hs 
of her, as she disappeared from her kin for some time. But now she comes, shamelessly parading a babe in 
her arms! How she had disgraced the house of Aaron, the fountain of priesthood! We may suppose that the 
scene took place in the Temple in Jerusalem, or in Nazareth (Cf 4:156). 

248]. Aaron, the brother of Moses, was the first in the line of Israelite priesthood. Mary and her cousis 
Elisabeth (mother of Yahy3) came of a priestly family, and were therefore “sisters of Aaron” or daughters of 
‘Imran (who was Aaron's father). See n. 375 to 3:35. Mary is reminded of her high lineage and the exceptional 
morals of her father and mother. How. they said, she had fallen, and disgraced the name of her progenitor! 


2482. What could Mary do! How could she explain? Would they, in their censorious mood, accept ber 
explanation? All she could do was to point to the child, who, she knew, was no ordinary child. And the child 
came to her rescue. By a miracle he spoke, defended his mother, and preached —to an unbelieving audience. 
See 3:46, and n. 388. 


2485. There is a parallelism throughout the accounts of Jesus and Yahya, with some variations, Both 
the parallelisms and the variations are interesting. For instance Jesus declares at the very outset that he is 
a servant of Allah, thus negativing the false notion that he was Allah or the son of Allah. The greatness of 
Yahya is described in 19;12-15 in terms that are not applied to Jesus, but the verses 1914-15 as applied to Yahya 
are in almost identical terms with those applied to Jesus here (19)52-55), Devotion in Prayer and Charity is 
a good description of the Church of Christ at its best, and pity, purity, and devotion in Yahya are a good 
description of the ways leading to Prayer and Charity, just as John led to Jesus, ' 

2484. Overbearing violence is not only unjust and harmful to those on whorn it is practised; it is perhaps 
even more harmful to the person who practises it, for his sou) becomes turbid, unsettled, and ultimately unhappy 
and wretched — the state of those in Hell. Here the negative qualities are “not overbearing or miserable” As 
applied to John they were “not overbearing or rebellious.” John bore his punishment from the State without 
any protest or drawing back. 
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2485. Cf 19:15, and n. 2469. Christ was not crucified (4:157). (R) 


2486. The disputations abour the nature of Jesus Christ were vain, but also persistent and sanguinary. 
The modern Christian churches have thrown them into the background, but they would do well to abandon 
irrational dogmas altogether. 


2487, Begetting a son is a physical act depending on the needs of men’s animal nature. Allah Most High 
is independent of all needs, and it is derogatory to Him to attribute such an act to Him. It is merely a relic 
of pagan and anthropomorphic materialist superstitions, 


2488. As opposed to the crooked superstitions which take refuge in all sorts of metaphysical sophistries 
to prove three in one and one in three. In the Qur'iin there is no crookedness (18:1), Christ's teaching was 
simple; like his life, but the Christians have made it crooked. 


2489, Judgement: the word in the original is Mashhad, which implics many things; (1) the time or place 
where evidence is taken, as in a Court of Judgement; (2) the time or place where people are produced (to 
be judged); and (3) the occasion for such production for the taking of evidence. A very expressive phrase for 
the Day of Judgement, 


Sirah 19: Maryam 752 


But the unjust today 
Are in error manifest !*** 


§9. But warm them of the Day 





pe poap enue s 


ied ail @ 
SSRN ake os 


Of Distress," when 

The matter will be determined: 
For (behold), they are negligent 
And they do not believe! 


i i : sp naan P Ah? 2 
nigh iO s0 
Thereon: to Us will they 6 be ode rze 

All be returned. Spock Jy de 


C. 140.— Abraham pleaded with loving carnetinen 
(19:41-65.) With his father to accept the truth of Allah; 

He was turned out, but he retained 
His gentleness and was bleed. Moses 
And was truc to his people. Iemi'll 
Was loyal to his father and his God, and was 
A willing and aceepeed sacrifice wo Allah. 
Idris in his highes: station held fast 
To truth and imegriry, Thus are the righteous 
Shown crue in their personal environment, 
And inherit the Bliss in which the salutation 
Is Peace — perfect Peace, the reward of the Constant. 


Secrion 3. 


41. (Aso) mention in the Book 
(The story of) Abraham: 
He was a man of Truth. 
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42. Behold, he said to his father: ( bbe 
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#490, C/. 50:20-35, and that whole pamagr, where the Rewurrection is described. (R). 


2491 Maserh; Sighs, sighing, regrets, divgreds. 


£492. Cy. 3:180. nm. 485; 15:24 n. 1964. Material property pases from one to anther: when ont Ge 
another inherits it. Allah gives fife and death, and afl that surviers after physical death goes back tw Allsh, 
the original source of afl things (see also 19:20). 


2493. The reference to Abraham bere ip in relation to bis tender selicitade for his father, who had oot 
received the light of Unity, and to wham Abraham wanted to be a guide and frend. 
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43. “O my father! to me 
Hath come knowledge which 
Hath not reached thee:**%* 
So follow me: I will guide 
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44. “O my father! serve not 
Satan: for Satan is 
A rebel against (Allah) 
Most Gracious.**** 
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45. “O my father! I fear 
Lest a Penalty afflict thee?**’ 
From (Allah) Most Gracious, 
So that thou become 
To Satan a friend.” 


46. (The father) replied: “Dost thou 
Hate my gods, O Abraham? 
If thou forbear not, I will 
Indeed stone thee: 
Now get away from me 
For a good long while!’’?*%* 
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47. Abraham said: “Peace be 
On thee: I will pray 


To my Lord for thy HerA ep on 6, 
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2494. Some are more receptive to Light than others. It is their duty and privilege to guide and point 
to the right Way. 


2495. Sawtyan—right, smooth, even; complete, perfect; hence the derived meanings; in 19:10, ‘in full 
possession of all the physical senses’; in that context, ‘not dumb’; in 19:17, when the angel appears in the form 
of a man, ‘completely like’ a man, a man ‘in all respects. 


2496. The rebellion is all the more heinous and inexcusable, considering that Allah is Most Just, Most 
Merciful, Most Gracious. 


2497. To entertain a feeling of friendliness, instead of aversion, to Evil, is in itself a degradation of our 
nature, a Penalty which Allah imposes on our deliberate rejection of the Truth. And the friendliness to Evil 
also implies the sharing of the outlawry of Evil. 


2498. Note the gentle persuasive tone of Abraham in his speeches in 19:42-45 (for we may suppose chose 
sentences to sum up a long course of arguments) and in 19:47-48, contrasted with the brusque and repellent 
tone of the father’s reply in this verse. The one was the outcome of the true Light which had come to Abraham 
from Allah, as the other was the outcome of Pagan arrogance and the worship of brute force. The spiritual 
lesson from this episode of Abraham's life may be stated in four propositions: (1) the pious son is dutiful to 
his father and wishes him well in all things, material and spiritual; (2) if the father refuses Allah's Light, 
the son will do his utmost to bring such Light to the father; ($) having received the Light, the son will never 
renounce that Light, even if he has to forfeit his father's love and renounce his home; (4) even if the father 
repels him and turns him out, his answer will be a soft answer, full of love and forgiveness on the one hand, 
but firmness on behalf of Truth on the other. 


2499. Cf 9:14, where this promise of Abraham to pray for his father is referred to, and its limitations 
pointed out. 


Sirah 19: Maryam 754 mri (BEF 


For He is to me 


Most Gracious. Kanu oka 
48. “And I will turn away °/ re 
From you (all) and from those yest 5) i Rel, ,@ 
Whom ye invoke besides Allah: “3 
I will call on my Lord: POLE 4 ac 9904 
Perhaps, by my prayer to my oUF tia 
Lord, SeGectncm tie ie 
I shall be not unblest!"**° | GR deASSTY 
49. When he had turned away i eee 
From them and from those os Lees ch rclel 
Whom they worshipped besides oa ‘ 
Allah, We bestowed on him SAY CEG Wide ota, & | 
Isaac and Jacob, and each one aad fear fot PO 
Of them We made a 4 sty 
prophet,*** 
50. And We bestowed » Zen ) Stars vetoes 
Of Our Mercy on them, chapel 
And We granted them rosea 
Lofty honour on the tongue*** Ele Gine 2c) vac 
Of truth. 
SECTION 4. 
51. mention in the Book ry aca 
e story of) Moses: Sor ESS O 
For he was specially chosen, AAC fare 
And he was a messenger easeee 565 


And a prophet.**8 





2500. Abraham left his father and the home of his fathers (Ur of the Chaldees) and never returned. 
He left because he was turned out, and because it was not possible for him to make any compromise with 
what was false in religion. In return for abuse, he spoke gentle words. And he expressed his fervent hope that 
at least he (Abraham) would have Allah's blessing in reply to his prayers. Here was a prefigurement of another 
Hijrah many centuries later! In both cases the prayer was abundantly fulfilled. 


2501. Isaac and Isaac's son Jacob are mentioned here as carrying on one line of Abraham's traditions. 
The other line was carried on by IsmWil, who is mentioned independently five verses lower down, as his line 
got special honour in the Holy Prophet of Islam, That is why his mention comes after that of Moses Cf 21:72. 


2502. Abraham and his son and grandson Isaac and Jacob, and their line, maintained the banner of 
Allah's spiritual truth for many generations, and they won deservedly high praise —the praise of truth—on 
the tongues of men. Abraham prayed that he should be praised by the tongue of truth among men to come 
in later ages: 26:64. Ordinary praise may mean nothing: it may be due to self-flattery on the part of othen 
or artful management by the person praised. Praise on the tongue of sincere truth is praise indeed! 


2505. Moses was (1) especially chosen, and therefore prepared and instructed in all the wisdom of the 

in order that he might free his people from Egyptian bondage; there may also be a reference to 

Moses's title of Kalim Allah, the one to whom Allah spoke without the intervention of angels: see 4:164, and 
n. 670); (2) he was a prophet (nabi), in that he received inspiration; and ($) he was a messenger (rasu/) in 
that he had a Book of Revelation, and an Ummah or organised Community, for which he instituted laws. (R), 
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2504, The incident here I think refers to the incidents described more fully in 20:9-56; a reference may 
also be made to Exod, $:1-18 and 4:1-17. The time is when Moses (with his family) was travelling and grazing 
the flocks of his father-in-law Jethro, just before he got his commission from Allah. The place is somewhere 
near Mount Sinai (Jabal Musa). Moses sees a Fire in the distance, but when he goes there, he hears a voice 
that tells him it is sacred ground. Allah asked him to put off his shoes and to draw near, and when he went 
near, great mysteries were revealed to him. He was given his commission, and his brother Aaron was given 
to him to go with him and aid him. It is after chat that he and Aaron went and faced Pharaoh in Egypt, 
as narrated in 7:103-144, etc. The right side of the mountain may mean that Moses heard the yoice from the 
right side of the mountain as he faced it: or it may have the figurative meaning of “right” in Arabic, #¢., 
the side which was blessed or sacred ground (see also 20:80). (R). 


2505. Moses was diffident, and reluctant to go to Pharaoh as he had an impediment in his tongue, and 
he asked that his brother Aaron should be associated with him in his mission. Allah in His Mercy granted 
his request: 20:25-36 


2506. Ism#'il was Dhabih Allah, «.e., the chosen sacrifice of Allah in Muslim tradition. When Abraham 
told him of the sacrifice, he voluntarily offered himself for it, and never flinched from his promise, until the 
sacrifice was redeemed by the substitution of a ram under Allah's commands. He was the fountainhead of 
the Arabian Ummah, and in his posterity came the Prophet of Allah. The Ummah and the Book of Islam 
reflect back the prophethood on Ism7‘il. 


2507, An acceptable sacrifice: see last note. 


2508, Idris is mentioned twice in the Qur'an, wiz.: here and in 21:85, where he is mentioned among 
those who patiently preserved His identification with the Biblical Enoch, who “walked with God" (Gen. 5:21-24), 
may or may not be correct. Nor are we justified in interpreting verse 57 here as meaning the same thing as 
in Gen. 5:24 ("God took him"), that he was taken up without passing through the portals of death. All we 
are told is that he was a man of truth and sincerity, and a prophet, and that he had a high position among 
his people. It is this point which brings him in the series of men just mentioned: he kept himself in touch 
with his people, and was honoured among them. Spiritual progress need not cut us off from our people, for 
we have to help and guide them. He kept to truth and piety in the highest station. 
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He was a man of truth 
(And sincerity), (and) a prophet: 


And We raised him 
To a lofty station. 


Those were some 

Of the prophets on whom 
Allah did bestow His Grace — 
Of the posterity of Adam, 
And of those whom We 
Carried (in the Ark) 

With Noah, and of 

The posterity of Abraham**”* 
And Israel—of those 

Whom We guided and chose; 
Whenever the Signs 

Of (Allah) Most Gracious 
Were rehearsed to them,**! 


They would fall down 


60. 


61. 


In prostrate adoration 
And in tears. 


. But after them there followed 


A posterity who missed 

Prayers and followed after lusts: 
Soon, then, will they 

Face Destruction —**"' 


Except those who repent 
And believe, and work 
Righteousness: for these 
Will enter the Garden 
And will not be wronged 
In the least — 


Gardens of Eternity, those 
Which (Allah) Most Gracious 
Has promised to His servants 
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2509. The earlier generations are grouped into three epochs from a spiritual point of view: (1) from Adam 
to Noah, (2) from Noah to Abraham, and (5) from Abraham to an indefinite time, say to the time when 
the Message of Allah was corrupted and the need arose for the final Messenger of Unity and Truth. Israel 


is another name for Jacob. 


2510. The original is in the Aorist tense, implying that the "Posterity” alluded to includes not only the 
messengers but their worthy followers who are true to Allah and uphold His standard 


2511. This selfish godless posterity gains the upper hand at certain times but, even then there is aleap 
a minority who see the error of their ways, repent and believe. and live righteous lives. They are not penalised 
in the Hereafter because they were associated with the ungodly in time. They reap the full reward of ther 
faith and righteousness. 
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In the Unseen: for His promise 
Must (necessarily) come to pass. 
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62. They will not there hear 
Any vain discourse, but 
Only salutations of Peace;**" 
And they will have therein 
Their sustenance,*** morning 
And evening. 


63. Such is the Garden which 
We give as an inheritance 
To those of Our Servants 
Who guard against evil. 


64. (Che angels say:)**"* 


a * - Aoeeer ov 
“We descend not but ty, 5 \ nile up 
By command of thy Lord: 4 Ghee se 
To Him belongeth what is Liss) or Laval 
Before us, and what is 


Behind us, and what is 
Between: and thy Lord 
Never doth forget’— 


a =< “Br Keer 


65. “Lord of the heavens 
And of the earth, 


we NS; 


And of all that is Pope! vee fircr 
Between them: so worship Him, oLelblipils 
And be constant and patient Se Dir Goes F 
In His worship: knowest thou Adda s ly 
Of any who is worthy y tytbehs 
Of the same Name as He?"?*!5 en cai yen 





2512. Salam, translated “Peace”, has a much wider signification. It includes (1) a sénse of security and 
permanence, which is unknown in this life; (2) soundness, freedom from defects, perfection, as in the word 
salim; (3) preservation, salvation, deliverance, as in the word sallama; (4) salutation, accord with those around 
as; (5) resignation, in the sense that we are satisfied and not discontented; besides (6) the ordinary meaning 
of Peace, t.¢., freedom from any jarring element. All these shades of meaning are implied in the word Islém. (R). 


2513. Rezq: literally sustenance or means of subsistence, the term covers all the means of perfect satisfaction 
of the body and soul, Morning and evening #.¢., early and late, all the time, always. (R). 


2514. We are apt to be impatient of the evils we see around us. We may give of our best service to Allah, 
‘and yet see no results. In our human short-sightedness we may complain within ourselves. But we must not 
be impatient. The angels of Grace come not haphazardly, but by command of Allah according to His Universal 
Will and Purpose. Allah does not forget. If things are delayed, it is in accordance with a wise providence, 
which cares for all. Our plain duty is to be patient and constant in His service. (R). 


2515. The more we taste of the truth and mystery of life, the more do we realise that there is no one 
to be mentioned in the same breath as Allah. He is above all names. But when we think of His beautiful 
qualities, and picture them to ourselves by names which give us some ideas of Him, we can search the whole 
wide world of our imagination, and we shall not find another to be compared with Him in name or quality. 
He is the One: praise be to Him! 
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CG. 141.— Why should man disbelieve in the Hereafter? 
(19:66-98.) We all must pass through the fire of temptation. 
But Allah Most Gracious will save us 
If we accept Him and do right. Sin 
May have its respite, but must run 
To its own destruction. We must not 
Dishonour Allah by holding false 
And monstrous ideas of Him. Glory 
To Him that He cares for all His creatures! 


66. 


67. 


68. 


69. 


70. 


SECTION 5. 


Man says: “What! 
When I am dead, shall I 
Then be raised up alive?” 


But does not man 
Call to mind that We 
Created him before 
Out of nothing? 


So, by thy Lord, 

Without doubt, We shall gather 
Them together, and (also) 

The Evil Ones (with them);**"* 
Then shall We bring them 
Forth on their knees 


‘Round about Hell;**” 


Then shall We certainly 

Drag out from every sect 

All those who were worst 

In obstinate rebellion 

Against (Allah) Most Gracious. 


And certainly We know best 
Those who are most worthy 
Of being burned therein. 
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2516. ea 
obstinacy in face of our inner spiritual instincts and experiences. We were nothing before. Cannot the same 
Allah who created us out of nothing also continue our personality? But if we refuse to accept His light and 
guidance, our state will grow worse and worse. We shall be deprived of His grace. We shall be herded with 
the Evil Ones, In utter humiliation we shall be faced with all the consequences of our refusal of Truth. 


2517 Round about Hell; There are many ways leading to evil, and people get to it from all round. Hence 


the mention of the seven Gates of Hell: see 15:44, and n. 1977. (R). 
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71. Not one of you but will**"* qo7 CG prsee 

Pass over it: this is, a5 Se: 3b oi a5 {ap 

With thy Lord, a Decree PbS gus 

Which must be accomplished. Cae Loe 
72. But We shall save those 1 gS rc 2 

Who guarded against evil, oe 

And We shall leave Zeger 


The wrongdoers therein, Eales Zit 


(Humbled) to their knees, 


78. When Our Clear Signs 
Are rehearsed to them, 
The Unbelievers say to those 
Who believe, “Which of the two 
Sides is best in point of 
Position? which makes the best 
Show in Council?”**” 
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74, But how many (countless) 
Generations before them 


KLIS ae 


Have We destroyed, os Se APs 

Who were even better mp rotedls 

In equipment and in glitter (oo 

To the eye? Gays 2 “ales 
75. Say: “If any man go 
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Astray, (Allah) Most Gracious 
Extends (the rope) to them, pbre: 
Until, when they see n, es +5 Ma) sic 
The warning of Allah (being , 

Fulfilled) —either in punishment**** SIC} <, Bb arch Re 

Or in (the approach of) 7 orseglels se 
The Hour—they will op proves dr 
At-length ‘realise who is PY ple Slat, 





2518. Three interpretations are possible: (1) The general interpretation is that every soul must pass through 
or by or over the Fire. Those who have had Tagua (see n. 26 to 2:2) will be saved by Allah's Mercy, while 
unrepentant sinners will suffer the torments in ignominy. (2) If we refer the pronoun “you” to those “in obstinate 
rebellion” in verse 69 above, both leaders and followers in sin, this verse only applies to the wicked. (3) Some 
refer this verse to the Bridge over Hell, the Bridge Strat, over which all must pass to their final Destiny. This 
Bridge is not mentioned in the Qur'in. (R). 


2519, The Unbelievers may, for a time, make a better show in worldly position, or in people's assemblages 
where things are judged by the counting of heads. But Truth must prevail even in this world, and ultimately 
the positions must be reversed. 


2520. Allah's warning is that every evil deed must have its punishment, and that there will be a Hereafter, 
the Day of Judgement, or the Hour, as it is frequently called. The punishment of evil often begins in this 
very life. For instance, over-indulgence and excesses of all kinds bring om their Nemesis quite soon in this very 
life. But some subtler forms of selfishness and sin will be punished — as every evil will be punished—in its own 
good time, as the Hour approaches. In either case, the arrogant boasting sinners will realise that their taunt — 
who is best in position and in forces? (19:78)—is turned against themselves. 


AIS 
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Worst in position, and (who is) FPO AB AEE 8% 
Weakest in forces! oan! GEG ps 

76. “And Allah doth advance a 7d bere oF Ba sg4h 22 

In guidance those who seek SJ \ 9c. Rash\lpiieiey © 
Guidance: and the things ge lds AN apt oe 
That endure. Good Deeds, tociadlalooil 
Are best in the sight , 
Of thy Lord, as rewards, NR Ae SG eae 
And best in respect of PI ably Awe 
(There) eventual returns,” **! 

77. ZAast thou then seen “0 tae fi tie Meal 

e (sort of) man who Lak aS SMELE I rp 
Rejects Our Signs, yet Oh refi ere Roa te 
Says: “I shall certainly lubes Yo 93 3) 
Be given wealth and children?”*5** 

78. Has he penetrated to Ti ig Aaes 
The Unseen, or has he ae jos ne ® 
Taken a contract with een oate 
(Allah) Most Gracious? Ageyesiis 

79. Nay! We shall record RD6 rn g dire EG 
What he says, and We Jy OS WE ‘6 
Shall add and add ko eet 96 tae 
To his punishment.**** Vie lalla) day 

80. To Us shall return*®** 4 Av $4 He 
All that he talks of, 1924 1A 9 
And he shall appear Sere be 
Before Us bare and alone. (pall y 


81. And they have taken foe SUTFE MED iat 
(For worship) gods other than Kgleal ryccrely tel, Y 





2521. These lines are the same as in 18:46 (second clause), (where seen. 2387), except that the word 
maradda (eventual returns) is here subsituted for ama/l (hope). The meaning is practically the same: but “hope” 
is more appropriate in the passage dealing with this world’s goods, and “eventual returns’ in the passage dealing 
with sinner's specific investments and commitments in worldly position*and organised cliques. 


2522. Besides the man who boasts of wealth and power in actual possession, there is a type of man who 
boasts of getting them in the future and builds his worldly hopes thereon. Is he sure? He denies Allah, and 
His goodness and Mercy. But all good is in the hands of Allah. Can such a man then bind Allah to bles 
him when he rejects faith in Allah?.Or does he pretend that he has penetrated the mysteries of the future? 
For no man can tell what the future holds for him. 


2523. Suchsa man deserves double punishment—for rejecting Allah, and for his blasphemies with His 
Holy Name. 


2524. Literally, “We shall inheric", Cf 19:40 and n. 2492. Even if the man had property and power, it 
must go back to the source of all things, and the man must appear before the Judgement Seat, alone and 
unaccompanied, stripped of all the things from which he expected so much! 
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82. Instead, they shall reject : ORO ay 4 K oD 


Their worship, and become ne op 
Adversaries against them.**** pe Sp ses 


SECTION 6. 


83. Scest thou not that We a <I Cale FETS HT 
Have set the Evil Ones on vet A\@ 
Against the Unbelievers, rated ‘i 


To incite them with fury?***’ Ags cya 
84. So make no haste a go “4 
Against them, for We mee Jot % © 
But count out to them Le ob bse 4 
A (limited) number (of days). late) Js L5) 
85. The day We shall gather Stes 3 03 = P 
The righteous to (Allah) incall oe 
Most Gracious, like a band fed) naz at 
Presented before a king for Ady ope )\_ 3) 
86. And We shall drive oss ine 
The sinners to hell, Saplegs, 
Like thirsty cattle 4ge- 
Driven down to water—**** St ead) 
87. None shall have the power 4774 of 
Of intercession, but such a one Vy OSU YO 
As has received permission Ot. 4 
(or promise) VOrnrS ede: o 


From (Allah) Most Gracious. 





2525. ‘Jeza @ exalted rank, power, might, the ability to impose ane’s will or to carry out one's will, 


2526. Cf 10:28-50, where the idols deny that they knew anything of their worship, and leave their 
worshippers in the lurch; and 5:116, where Jesus denies that he asked for worship, and leaves his false worshippers 
to the punishment or the mercy of Allah. 


2527. Under the laws instituted by Allah, when evil reaches a certain stage of rebellion and defiance, 
it ts left to gather momentum and to rush with fury w its own destruction. It is given a certain amount of 
tespite, as a last chance: but failing repentance, its days are numbered. The godly therefore should not worry 
themselves over the apparent worldly success of evil, wht ne ote porate actos sh chee 
trust in Allah. 


2528. Note the contrast between the saved and the doomed. The one march with dignity like honoured 
ones before a king, and the other rush in anguish tw their punishment like a herd of cattle driven down by 
thirst to their watering place. Note the metaphor of the water. They rush madly for water but are plunged 
into the Fire! 
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88. They say: “(Allah) Most Lhe grease (Esek ce 

Gracious oases, o 
Has begotten a son!" 

89. Indeed ye have put forth L, 6st ste 7% 

A thing most monstrous!**** ES A +4) £9} 

90. As if the skies are ready pc tices a 3 
To burst, the earth a‘ POOR a SRG |) intaas © 
To split asunder, and tes co wane cs 
The mountains to fall down Ga ies SNES, 

In utter ruin, 

91. That they should invoke © ret yter- 

A son for (Allah) Most Datei } 
Gracious. 

92. For it is not consonant hens RAK? 
With the majesty of (Allah) oN awk, &) 
Most Gracious that He os tea 
Should beget a son. la tet gl 

93. Not one of the beings BS wert es a he : 

n the heavens and the earth a ~ Se ee o ® 
But must come to (Allah) \ x f a 
Most Gracious as a servant. Age) 33] 

94. He does take an account oh 989 
Of them (all), and hath Paola @ 
Numbered them (all) 47 3 Gee 

exactly,2! Ae ob cy 

95. And every one of them 
Will come to Him singly reo Lalla “\° ‘ 5 
On the day of Judgement. 33 Cte 3% 

: . A yrese 
96. On those who believe (pbuh gual abla) | &) 





And work deeds of 
righteousness, 
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2529, The belief in Allah begetting a son is not a question of words or of speculative thought. It iss 


stupendous blasphemy against Allah. It lowers Allah to the level of an animal. If combined with the doctrine 
of vicarious atonement, it amounts to a negation of Allah's justice and man's personal responsibility. lt iy 
destructive of all moral and spiritual order, and is condemned in the strongest possible terms. 


2550. This basic principle was laid down early in the argument (19:55). It was illustrated by a reference 
to the personal history of many messengers. including Jesus himself, who behaved justly as men to their bith 
and kin and humbly served Allah, The evil results of such superstitions were pointed out in the case of many 
previous generations which went to their ruin by dishonouring Allah. And the argument is now rounded off 
towards the close of the Sirah. 


2531. Allah has no sons or favourites or parasites, such as we associate with human beings. On the other 
hand every creature of His gets His love.and His cherishing care. Every one of them, however humble, 5 
individually marked before His Throne of Justice and Mercy, and will stand before Him on his own desert, 
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Will (Allah) Most Gracious lee: Ba Gee 
Bestow Love.**? layguen \ ooh Sa 

97. So have We made E-press 741 

La ag easy bas, . b @ 
n ¢ own tongue, state te 
That with it thou mayest give Sven] epee 
Glad tidings to the righteous, eee ys 
And warnings to people IE p.4s oy 

Given to contention, ‘ 

98. But how many (countless) Paes i Am 
Generations before them*** 3 
Have We destroyed? Canst thou AA 7" 6S 
Find a single one of them seliteg one te py3ot 
(Now) or hear (so much 43202 ae “ 
As) a whisper of them? 5043 


2552. His own love, and the love for man’s fellow creatures, in the world and in the Hereafter. Goodness 
breeds love and peace, and sin breeds hatred and contention. 


2535. Cf. 19:74, from which this sentence is brought up as a reminiscence, showing the progress of sin, 
the Guidance which Allah gives to the good, the degradation of blasphemy, the respite granted, and the final 
End, when personal responsibility will be enforced. 
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INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 20—7A HA 


The chronology of the Sirah has some significance: it has some relation to the spiritual 
lessons which it teaches. 


It was used with great effect in that remarkable scene which resulted in ‘Umar's conversion. 
and which took place about the seventh year before the Hijrah. 


The scene is described with dramatic details by Ibn Hisham. ‘Umar had previously bees 
one of the greatest enemies and persecutors of Islam. Like his blood thirsty kinsmen the Quraysh, 
he meditated slaying the Prophet, when it was suggested to him that there were near relations 


of his that had embraced Islam. His sister Fatima and her husband Sa’id were Muslims, but in 
those days of persecution they had kept their faith secret. When “Umar. went to their house, be — 


heard them reciting this Sirah from a written copy they had. For awhile they concealed the copy. 
‘Umar attacked his sister and her husband, bur they bore the attack with exemplary patience, 
and declared their faith. ‘Umar was so struck with their sincerity and fortitude that he asked 
to see the leaf from which they had been reading. It was given to him: his soul was touched, 
and he not only came into the Faith but became one of its stfOngest supporters and champions 


The leaf contained some portion of the Sirah, perhaps the introductory portion. The mystic 
letters Ta Ha are prefixed to this Sirah. What do they mean? The earliest tradition is that they 
denote a dialectical interjection meaning “O man!” If so, the title is particularly appropriate in 
two. ways. (1) It was a direct and personal address to a man in a high state of excitement, tempted 
by his temper tw do grievous wrong, but called by Allah's Grace, as by a personal appeal, to face 
the realities, for Allah knew his inmost secret thoughts (20:7); the revelation was sent by Allah, 
Most Gracious, out of His Grace and Mercy (20:5). (2) It takes up the story from the last Sirah, 
of man as a spiritual being and illustrates it in further details. It tells the story of Moses in the 
crjsis of his life when he received Allah's Commission and in his personal relation with his mother, 
and how he came to be brought up in the Pharaoh's house, to learn all the wisdom of the Egyptians, 
for use in Allah's service; and in his personal relations with Pharaoh, whom we take to be his 
adoptive father (28:9). It further tells the story of a fallen soul who misled the Israelites into idolatry, 
and recalls how man’s Arch-enemy Satan caused his fall. Prayer and praise are necessary to man 
to cure his spiritual blindness and enable him to appreciate Allah's revelation. (R). 


Summary —The revelation of Allah (the Qur'an) is not an occasion of distress, but is a gift 
of mercy from Allah Most Gracious (20:1-8, and C. 142). 


How Moses was first chosen, and led to his mission to Pharaoh with his brother Aaron 
(20:9-36, and C. 148). 


How the mother of Moses was directed to cast the infant Moses into the river, to be brought 
up in Pharaoh's house under Allah's own supervision, in order to preach to Pharaoh and declare 
Allah's glory (20:37-76, and C. 144). 


How Moses was directed to lead his people and quell their rebellious spirit, and how that 


spirit was stirred up by Samiri (20:77-104, and C. 145). 


On the Day of Judgement personal responsibility will be enforced, and Allah's Truth 
acknowledged: man should guard against Adam's enemy, Satan, and should renounce vanities, 
purify himself with prayer and praise, and await the call tw Allah (20:105-135, and C. 146), 


C. 142.— Allah's revelation is not an occasion 

(20:1-8.) For man’s distress: it is a Message 
To show that Allah the All-Knowing sits 
On the throne of Mercy and guides all affairs. 
There.is no god but He; to Him 


Belong all the Most Beautiful Names. ’ 
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Sirah 20. 
Ta Ha " mbist 86ers 
In the name of Allah, Most Gractous, Pater eh, : 
Most Merciful. Ds | 
1. Ca Ha ab <p 
2. We have not sent down oo rehte we rer 
The Qur'an to thee to be MAS MALO 0: 
(An occasion) for thy distress,**** 
$. But only as an admonition aor ved 
To those who fear (Allah) — (to) 2 Sas) 0) 
4. A revelation from Him eree oe 
Who created the earth Mega ZAG as O 


And the heavens on high, 


5. (Allah) Most Gracious**** 


Is firmly established t th vaaPeat} 
On the throne (of authority). Sal vs) kien! © &) 


6. To Him belongs what is ning 
In the heavens and on earth, a NIG Saas 4G) 
And all between them, AV io Spee 
And all beneath the soil.***” Rie asliqly 

7, If thou pronounce the word 900 Bay 


Aloud, (it is no matter): ner Sih Sau eels OD 


For verily He knoweth 





2554. For an explanation see the Introduction to this SGrah. If the meaning is “O man!”, that is itself 
a mystic meaning, as explained, but the letters form a word and would not be classified strictly as Abbreviated 
Letters: see n. 25 to 2:1. This, however, is a question of classification and does not affect the meaning. This 
is conjectural, and no one can be dogmatic about it. 


2555. Allah’ revelation may cause some human trouble for two reasons: (1) it checks man's sclifishness 
and narrowness of view, and (2) it annoys the wicked and causes them to jeer and persecute. These are mere 
incidental things, due to man's own shortcomings. As far as the trouble is concerned, the revelation is meant 
to give a warning, so that persecutors may be reclaimed, (and of course for men of faith it is comfort and 
consolation, though that point does not arise in this context). 


2556. Cf 10:3, n. 1586. If things seem to be wrong in our imperfect vision on this earth, we must remember 
that Allah, Who encompasses all Creation and sits on the throne of Grace and Mercy, is in command, and 
our Faith tells us that all must be right. Allah's authority is not like an authority on earth, which may be 
questioned, or which may not last. His authority is "firmly established”. 


2537. An exhaustive definition of everything we can conceive of —what is in the heavens, on the earth, 
or between, or within the bowels of the earth. 
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What is secret and what 4° 4re Le 


Is yet more hidden.**** se \s | 
8. Allah! there is no god py) WY 
But He! To Him belong ee od 
The Most Beautiful Names.**” rane LAIN 
C. 148.—The story of how Moses was chosen and told 
(20:9-36.) Of his mission, has a high mystic meaning. 
He was true to his family and solicitous 
For their welfare. Encamped in the desert, 
He saw a fire far off. Approaching, 
He found it was holy ground, Allah 
Did reveal Himself to him, so 
That he saw life in things lifeless, 
And light in his glorified Hand, that shone 
White with light divine. Armed 
With these Signs he was told to go forth 
On his mission. But he thought of his brother 
Aaron, and prayed that Allah might join him. 
In his mission, and his prayer was granted. 
9. Aas the story of Moses***° wtited) Angi hice ff 
‘seats thee? Arte Al Ses 
10. Behold, he saw a fire:*** ete Eten Aicieee 
So he’said to his family, SSSI ales UI) @ 


“Tarry ye; I perceive “ce “aad -, -% Fi 8 of 
_A fire; perhaps I can pawn ery Sree) Veo w 


Bring you some burning brand 





2538. There are two implications, (1) Whatever you profess, or say aloud, gives no information to Allah 
He knows not only what is secret and perhaps unknown to others, but what people take special care to conceal, 
(2) It does you no good to make insincere professions: your hidden motives are known to Him, Who alonr 
matters. (3) If you read the Word of Allah, or if you pray to Allah, it is not necessary to raise your voice 
in either case, Allah will judge you by your inner thought which are like an open book to Him. 


2539. Cf 17:110 and n. 2822. Allah is all-in-all, and the most beautiful things we can think of are referable 
to Him. His names refer to His attributes which are like titles of Honour and Glory. (R). 


2540. The story of Moses in its different incidents is told in many places in the Qur'an, and in cach car 
the phase most appropriate in the context is referred to or emphasised. In 2:49-61, it was a phase from th: 
religious history of mankind; in 7:103-162, it was a phase from the story of the ‘Ummah (or nation) of Israel, 
and the story was continued to the times after Moses; in 17:/01-103, we have a picture of the decline of a soul 
in the arrogance of Pharaoh; here, in 20:9-24, we have a picture of the rise of a soul in the commission giv 
to Moses from Allah; in 20:25-36, we have his spiritual relationship with his brother Aaron; in 20;57-40,.«t 
have his spiritual relation with his mother and sister, and his upbringing; in 20:41-76, we have his spiritud 
combat with Pharaoh; and in 20:77-98, we have his spiritual combat with his own people, the Israelites. For 
other incidents, consult the Index. 


2541. A fire: It appeared like an ordinary fire, which always betokens the presence of men in a desert 
or a lonely place. Moses made for it alone, to fetch the wherewithal for making a fire for his family, and perhaye 
to find some direction as to the way, from the people he should meet there. But it was not an ordinary fire. 
It was a Burning Bush: a Sign of the Glory of Allah. 
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2542. The spiritual history of Moses begins here. lt was his spiritual birth. His physical life, infancy, 
and upbringing are referred to later on, to illustrate another point. Moses, when he grew up, left the palace 
of Pharaoh and went to the Midianite people, in the Sinai peninsula. He married among them, and was now 
travelling with his family and his flocks, when he was called to his mission by Allah. He went to look for a 
fire for comfort and guidance. He found a higher and holier comfort and guidance. The whole passage is 
full of portent meaning, which is reflected in the short rhymed verses in the original. (R), 


2543. The shoes are to be put off as a mark of respect. Moses was now to put away his mere worldly 
interests, and anything of mere worldly utility, he having been chosen by Allah, the Most High. (R). 


2544. This was the valley just below Mount Sinai, where subsequently he was to receive the Law. In the 
parallel mystic meaning, we are selected by trials in this humble life, whose valley is just as sacred and receives 
Allah's glory just as much as the heights of the Mount Tur if we but have the insights to perceive it, 


2545, The first need is to mend our lives and worship and serve Allah, as in the last verse, The next 
is to realise the meaning of the Hereafter, when every soul will get the meed of its conduct in this life. 


2546. Ukhfi may mean cither “keep it hidden’, or “make it manifest’, and the Commentators have taken, 
some one meaning and some the other. If the first is taken, it means that the exact hour or day when the 
Judgement comes is hidden from man; if the second, it means that the fact of the Judgement to come is made 
known, that man may remember and take warning. I think that both meanings are implied. (R). 
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2547. Moses had yet to meet the formidable opposition of the arrogant Pharaoh and his proud Egyptiam, 
and later, the rebellion of his own people. In receiving his commission, he is warned of both dangers. This 
relates t© man's own soul: when once the light reaches him let him hold fast to it, lest he perish. He will & 
beset with dangers of all kinds around him: the worst will be the danger of unbelieving people who seem 
thrive on their selfishness and in following their own vain desires! (R). 


2548. Now comes the miracle of the rod. Firs: of all, the attention of Moses himself is drawn to it, and 
he thinks of the ordinary uses to which he puts it in his daily life. (R), 


2549. Cf 7:107, where a different word (thu’ban is used for “make” and the qualifying adjective is "plain 
(for all to see)". The scene there is before Pharaoh and his magicians and people: the object is to show the 
hollowness of their magic by a miracle: the rod appears before them as a long and creeping, writhing serpent. 
Here there is a symbol to present Allah's Mystery to Moses's mind and understanding: the rod becomes a Hay 
(a live snake), and its active motion is what is mos to be impressed on the mind of Moses. for there wer 
no other spectators. So the highest spiritual mysteries can be grasped, with Allah's gift of insight, from the 
most ordinary things of daily use, Once they are grasped, there is no question of fear. They really are the 
virtues of this life lifted up to the glorious spiritual plane. 


2550. The second of the greater Miracles shown to Moses was the “White (shining) Hand". Ordinarily 
when the skin becomes white, it is a sign of disease, leprosy or something loathsome. Here there was no question 
of disease: on the contrary, the hand was glorified, and it shone as with a divine light. Such a miracle wa 
beyond Egyptian or human magic (CF 27:12 and 28:52). (R). 
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2551. Moses, having been spiritually prepared now gets his definite commission to go to Pharaoh and 
point out the error of his ways. So inordinate was Pharaoh's vanity that he had it in his mind to say; “I am 
your Lord Most High!” (79:24), 


2552. The breast is reputed to be the seat of knowledge and affections. The gift of the highest spiritual 
insight is what he prays for first. Cf 94:1. This was the most urgent in point of time. There are three other 
things he also asks for: eiz., (1) Allah's help in his task, which at first appears difficult to him; (2) the gift 
of eloquence, and the removal of the impediment from his speech; and (3) the counsel! and constant attendance 
with him of his brother Aaron, whom he loved and trusted, for he would otherwise be alone among the Egyptians. 


2553. Literally, “Loosen a knot from my tongue” 


2554. Literally, “Strengthen my back with him". A man’s strength lies in his back and backbone so that 
be can stand erect and boldly face his tasks. 


2555. The requests that Moses makes are inspired, not by earthly but by spiritual motives. The motive, 
expressed in the most general terms, is to glorify Allah, not in an occasional way, but systematically and 
continuously, “without stint.” The clauses in this verse and the next, taken together, govern all the requests 
he makes, from verse 25 to verse 52. 
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2556. The celebration of Allah's praise and rememberance is one form of showing gratitude on the part 
of Moses for the Grace which Allah had bestowed upon him, 


2557. The story is not told, but only those salient points recapitulated which bear on the spiritual upbringing 
and work of Moses. Long after the age of Joseph, who had been a Wazir to one of the Pharaohs, there came 
on the throne of Egypt a Pharaoh who hated the Israelites and wanted them annihilated. He ordered Israclie 
male children to be killed when they were born, Moses's mother hid him for a time, but when further concealment 
was impossible, a thought came into her mind that she should put her child into a chest and send the ches 
floating down the Nile. This was not merely a foolish fancy of hers. It was Allah's Plan to bring up Moss 
in all the learning of the Egyptians, in order that that learning itself should be used to expose what was wrong 
in it and to advance the glory of Allah. The chest was floated into the river Nile. It flowed on into a stream 
that passed through Pharaoh's Garden. It was picked up by Pharaoh's people and the child was adopted by 
Pharaoh's wife. See 28:4-15. 
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2558. Pharaoh was an enemy to Allah, because he was puffed up and he blasphemed, claiming to be 
God himself. He was an enemy to the child Moses, because he hated the Israelites and wanted to have their 
male children killed; also because Moses stood for Allah's revelation to come. 


2559. Allah made the child comely and lovable, and he attracted the love of the people who, on general 
grounds, would have killed him. 


2560, See mn. 2558 above. By making the child Moses so attractive as to be adopted into Pharaoh's household, 
not only was Moses brought up in the best way possible from an earthly point of view, but Allah's special 
Providence looked after him in bringing his mother to him, as stated in the next verse, and thus nourishing 
him on his mother's milk and keeping in touch, in his inner growth, with the feelings and sentiments of his 
people, the Israclites, 


2561. We may suppose that the anxious mother, after the child was floated on the water, sent the child's 
sister to follow the chest from the bank and see where and by whom it was picked up. When it was picked 
up by Pharaoh's own family and they seemed to love the child, she appeared like a stranger before them, 
and said, “Shall I search out a good wet nurse for the child, that she may rear the child you are going to 
adopt?” That was exactly what they wanted. She ran home and told her mother. The mother was delighted 
to come and fold the infant in her arms again and feed it at her own breast, and all openly and without 
any concealment. 


2562. The mother’s eyes had, we may imagine, been sore with scalding tears at the separation from her 
baby, Now they were cooled: a phrase meaning that her heart was comforted, 


2563. Years passed. The child grew up. In outward learning he was of the house of Pharaoh. In his inner 
soul and sympathy he was of Israel. One day, he went to the Israelite colony and saw all the Egyptian oppression 
under which Israel laboured. He saw an Egyptian smiting an Israelite, apparently with impunity. Moses felt 
brotherly sympathy and smote the Egyptian. He did not intend to kill him, but in fact the Egyptian died 
of the blow. When this became known, his position in Pharaoh's household became impossible. So he fled 
out of Egypt, and was only saved by Allah's grace. He fled to the Sinai Peninsula, to the tand of the Midianites, 
and had various adventures. He marries one of the daughters of the Midianite chief, and lived with the Midianites 
for many years, as an Egyptian stranger. He had many trials and temptations, but he retained his integrity 
of character. 
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2564. See last note. After many years spent in a quiet life, grazing his father-in-law’s flocks, he came 
one day to the valley of Tuwa underneath the great mountain mass of Sinai, called Tur (in Arabic) The peak 
on the Arabian side (where Moses was) was called Horeb by the Hebrews. Then was fulfilled Allah's Plan: 
he saw. the fire in the distance, and when he went up, he was addressed by Allah and chosen to be Allah 
Messenger for that age. 

2565. We may suppose that Moses had fled alone to the land of Midian, and that he had now come 
alone (with his family but not with his brother) to Tuwa, as described in n. 2542 above. When he was honoured 
with his mission, and was granted his request that his brother Aaron should accompany him, we may suppose 
that he took steps to get Aaron to come to him, and their meeting was in Tuwa. Some time thay be supposed 
to have elapsed before they were in Egypt, and then they prayed, and received these directions in their Egyptian 
home. 


Aaron was either an elder or a younger brother —we are not told which, In cither case he was bom 
when the ban on Israelite new-born babes was not in operation. Moses had been out of touch with him, and 
it speaks greatly for his family affection that he remembered him and prayed for his comradeship in the mast 
serious spiritual work of his life. 


2566. Their mission was in the first instance to Pharaoh and to the Egyptians, and then to lead lead 
ouvof Egypt. 

2567. Compare the same phrase in 20:24. Having glanced at the early life of Moses we come back now 
to the time when Moses's actual ministry begins The earlier personal story of Moses is rounded off. 


2568... So far Pharaoh, in his inordinate vanity, had forgotten himself and forgotten how small a creature 
he was before Allah. This was to be brought to his recollection, so that he might perhaps repent and. belieys, 
or, at least be deterred by fear from “transgressing all bounds’, Some men eschew wrong from. sincere Joye 
of Allah and understanding of their fellow-men, and some (of coarser minds) from the fear of consequences. 


Even the latter conduct may be a step to the former, " 


2669. They were now in Egypt (see n. 2565 above) and therefore in the power of the Pharaoh. The local 
atmosphere called for the greatest courage and firmness on their part to carry out the dangerous mission om 
had been entrusted to them. 
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2570. The Children of Israel were subjected to all sorts of oppression and indignities. They were given 
hard tasks; their leaders were unjustly beaten: they were forced to make bricks without straw: and they "groaned 
in bondage” (Exod. 5:6-19. 6:5) 


u“ 


2571. Allah, in His infinite Mercy, always offers Peace to the most hardened sinners, even those Who are 
Warring against Him. But. as stated in the next vetse, their defiance cannot go on with impunity indefinirely 
The punishment must inevitably come for si, whether the sinner is great or small 


__ 2572. Notice how subtly Pharaoh rejects the implication in Moses's speech, in which Moses had referred 
to “thy Lord” (verse 47). Pharaoh implicitly repudiates the suggestion that the Allah who had sent Moses and 
Aaron could possibly be Pharaoh's Lord. He asks insolently, “Who is this Lord of yours, of Whom ye speak 
as having sence you?” 

2573. The answer of Moses is straightforward. dignified, and illuminating. He will not dispute about 
“my Lord” or “your Lord”, the God of Israel. or the God of Egypt. He and his brother were proud to serve 
“our Lord,” but He was the universal Lord and Cherisher. the One and Only God. Who had created all beings 
and all things. It was from Him that each created thing derived its form and nature, including such free will 
and power as man had got. He, Pharaoh, was subject to the same condition. In order that the free will should 
be rightly exercised, Allah had given guidance through His Messengers, and His Signs. Moses and Aaron stood 
a such Messengers, with such Signs. Will, Pharaoh now understand and do right? 
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2574. But Pharaoh was not the man to accept teaching from the despised Israclite— onc: iwo, whom 
his eyes was a renegade from the higher Egyptian civilisation, “If”, he says in effect. “there is only one God 


to Whom all things are referred, this is a new religion, What of the religion of our ancestors? Were they wrong 
in worshipping the Egyptian gods? And if they were wrong, are they in misery now? He wanted to trap Moss 
into scathing denunciations of his ancestors, which would at once have deprived him of the sympathy or the 
hearing of the Egyptian crowd 


2575. Moses did nor fall into the trap. He remembered the injunction given to him to speak mildly (2044) 
He speaks mildly, but does not in any way whittle down the truth. He said in effect: ‘Allah's knowledges 
perfect, as if, with men, it were a record. For men may make mistakes or may not remember, but Allah one 
makes mistakes and never forgets, But Allah is not only All-Knowing: He is also All-Good, Look around you 
the whole earth is spread out like a carpet. Men go to and fro in it freely. He sends abundance of water from 
the skies, which comes down in Nile floods and fertilises the whole soil of Egypt, and feeds men and animaly 
(Cf n. 1029 and n. $646). 


2576. Sabil means not only a road, but would include water-roads or channels, and in modern condition, 
airways in fact all means of communication (Cf 43:10). 


2577. This seems to be outside the speech of Moses, and connects itself with the following verses 5454, 
as part of the Word of Allah, expanding the speech of Moses and explaining the working of Allah's Prowdence 
in nature, 


. 


2578. Azway we might transtate here (as in 15/88) by “clases” instead of “pairs”: but as sex — 
seems to be referred to elsewhere (see 15:5, and n 1804), I translate “pains” 
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2579, This verse ought really to go into the last Section. 


9 8580. This is a sort of general introduction two the confrontation between Moses and Pharaoh. The Signs 
‘not only the countering of the fraudulent magic of Egypt with real miracles, but the subsequent Plagues 
{oot menioned here) and the Crossing of the Red Sea by Israel. (R)- 


Sosa The Egyptians accused Sheed 6h:0. design vadeprive them: ol. chair land, and of exercising black 
imagic. Both charges were palpably false. What Moses wanted to do was to free his people from bondage 
The Egyptians had all the power in their possession; they wished to use the Israelites as untouchable helots: 
and anyone who wanted to mitigate this injustice was branded as a dreadful person who wished to deprive 
of their lawful rights, As to magic. the Egyptians judged Moses by themselves. They practised sorcery 
‘deceive the people. They accused the Prophet of Allah of doing the same, though both his outlook and 
“the source of his irengsh were altogether different, 


2582. Suwan: literally, equal, even” si faes bight deh igi lekd tea ech Becean for ath 
tides, a central place, or (2) equally convenient to both sides, or ($) an open level plain, where the people 
jean collect with ease. All these are possible meanings, but the one | have adopted is more comprehensive. 
includes the others, oz: (4) a place where both sides shall have even chances, “a fair place’, as Palmer 
ol cally translates it, - 


“2583. A great day of a Temple Festival, when the temples and mreets were decorated. ahd people Wee 
gn holiday, free from work (C/ 26:38). Moses makes this appointment in order to collect as large a number 
‘Ws powible, for his first duty is to preach the Truth. And he apparently did it with some-effect with some 
(20:70, 72-76), itr papmin es and his high and mighty ee eee ‘Truth and afterwards 


paid the Penalty. 
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60. So Pharaoh withdrew: Dimer, Bees 
He concerted his plan,*°* eS 
And then came (back). tA arer, 4ere 


Slept aos 


61. Moses said to them: fae Sos 
“Woe to you! Forge not Sega wa JSS 'D: 
Ye a lie against Allah, 2Be. oan 
Lest He destroy you (at once) es Saicoalp 
Utterly by chastisement: ae Wed - 
The forget must suffer?5** Slirvaitle Ape 
Frustration!" GAS ie By 
62. So they disputed, one with : 4 a Pisce 
Another, over their affair; ae ae f 
But they kept their talk secret.*5** | Spell! \yraly 
63. They said: “These two bh 
Are certainly (expert) magicians: yee O Se BN 5 Arh 
Their object is to drive you ia 
Out from your land ¢ Se SGz PRN 
With their magic, and 4 
To do away with your 43 AIK = eae Gta 
Most cherished institutions.*>*’ ne) Lae sles 
64. “Therefore concert your plan. TCT A RT 
And then assemble pro's! : waco lnel © 
In (serried) ranks: , eos th 
He wins (all along) today | 28 essay ys) cul, 


Who gains the upper hand."*5** 


65. They said: “O Moses! 
Whether wilt thou Cyspytsi ie % 





2584. Pharaoh was apparently taken aback at Moses appointing a solemn day of public Festival, when 
there would be a large concourse ‘and there would sure to be some people not in the Court clique, who might 
be critical of Pharaoh's own sorcerers, But probably there was something more in'their dark counsels, something 
unfair and wicked, to which Moses refers in his speech in the next verse. 


2585. Moses had some idea of their trickery and deceit. They would palm off their fraudulent magic 
as coming from Allah or from their gods! He warns them that their tricks will stand exposed, and their hopes 
will be defeated. 


2586. They knew that they had here to deal with no ordinary man, but a man with powers above what 
they could conceive of. Bur evil always thinks evil. Judging Moses and Aaron by their own standards, they 
thought that these two were also tricksters, with some tricks superior to their own. All they had to do was 
to stand together, and they must win. I construe 20:63-64 to be their private talk among themselves, followed 
by their-open challenge to Moses im 20:65, 

2587, Cf 20:104. ‘Your most cherished institutions, #.¢., ‘your ancestral and time-honoured religion and 
magic, Mutha, feminine of A mthal, most distinguished, honoured, cherished. Tarigah = way of life, institutions 
conduct. 

2588. Presumably Pharaoh was in this secret conference, and he promises the most lavish rewards to the 
magicians if they overcome Moses, See 72114, That—but | think more than that+-is implied. That day wa 
to be the crisis: if they won then, they would win all along, and Moses and his people would be crushed, 
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: That thou throw (first) 
Or that we be the first 

| To throw?” 

Kin. . 

» He said, “Nay, throw ye 

_ First!" Then behold 

___ Their ropes and their rods— 

_ So it seemed to him 

On account of their magic — 

Began to be in lively motion! 


67. So Moses conceived | 
In his mind ~ 
A (sort of) fear.2**° 


68. We said, “Fear not! 
For thou hast indeed 
The upper hand: 
— — = 


69. “Throw that which is 

In thy right hand: 

P Quickly will it swallow up 
That which they have faked: 

~ What they have faked 

Is but a magician's trick: 

~ . And the magician thrives not, 

- ~(No matter) where he goes."**"' 






(70. So the magicians were 

Thrown down to prostration: 

They said, “We believe 

In the Lord of Aaron and 
Moses’’,?°*# 


“7. (Pharaoh) said: “Believe ye 
In Him before I give 
os You permission? Surely 

~ This must be your leader, 





"2589. Their bag of tricks was so clever that it imposed upon all beholder. Their ropes and their rods 
were thrown, and seemed to move about like snakes, So realistic was the effect that even Moses felt che lease 
bit, of doubs in his own mind. He of course had no tricks, and he relied entirely on Allah 
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“9590. The cancerted attack of evil is sometimes so well-contrived from all points that falsehood appears 

nits acclaimed as the truth. The believer of truth is isolated, and a sort of moral ditriness creeps over his 

_ mind. But by Allah's grace Faith asserts itself, gives bim confidence, and points out the specific truths which 
will dissipate and destroy the teeming brood of falsehood, ' 


De nai * 
_ 3591. The meaning may be eather (1) that falsehood and erechery may have their day, but they cannot 
win everywhere, especially in the presence of Truth, or (2) that trickery and magic must come to an evil end. 
¢ « 7 i 2 


9592. Cf this passage with 7120-126 and 2065-70 and the notes thereon 
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Who, has taught you magic™ Pasi iente 
Be sure I will cur off ped eked! 
Your hands and feet cain 
On opposite aides, and I pends Lh czise 
Will have you crucified asin 7 
‘On trunks of palm trees: ject ‘ Keel 

So shall ye know for certain | & a e . 
Which of us can give tll ae 6 a7 Ae 
The more severe and the more Bi Vue Salt Cal eled 


. Lasting Punishment! 


72. They said: “Never shall we Preece tet AP 
Regard thee as more than Gale Se dap diye o 
The Clear Signs’™* that have Pays ke ree Z 
Come to us or than la yd SA y cand Se 
Him Who created us! eer 
‘So decree whatever thou sg a 
Desirest to decree: for thou tr - _— 
Canst only decree (touching) Lee 
The life of this world.2™* eal yt eh gael 

75. “For us, we have believed : J.2 ic 
In our Lord: may He oe RTS Oe Ect 19 
Forgive us our faults, | : al 

» _ And the magic to which > ro seu ce rf 
Thou didst compel us:™* ; 

For Allah is Best ESN veo 
And Mest Abiding.” | eles 

74. Verily he who comes'”” ae Part ae, Mest ye 

To his Lord as a sinner ASE 2 No) 


{At Judgement) —for him 





2493. Pharach accuses his sorerens: who have been convened. of having been in league with Moser ill 
theabme, and in fact of having been led and caught by him! So arrogance and evil cannot eonerive of Alli 
worlds and woilc of bevucy and depth beyond its out) marrow vision! Li li oruby blind. and lia very chevernied 
dehodes jt to wander far from the etuth 


ES Cheer Sa. tbe mireckes, the personality of che Mewengern af Allah, che logee of corse as hey 
enfolded (hemerive and the hight of met comectmn in thet cen comeatnce Ther ane, im adlistoon, the 
Signs and Proofs of Allah in nature which are teferred wo im any places © g.. 2045.4 


PhS. Thus wascthe fleet part of the musion of Alewrs-—-char io he Egypiians— fullfilled, dor ace 
Poly ale Appenilis ¥ 


2h08. The magic. mammery, and deceptions which pettained si el ie igh ola’ 
é Stace anteche of faath. o which all Gtrene were compelled to bow, and po which ie priests were compel) 
actively to praction. And Pharaoh was at the bead of the whole syaem — ihe high priest or ihe supreme get 
With passiaw, therefore. do the coceerted magicians lay (he blame on Pharesoh effectiiety angeehing Faas 
disingenuous charge that they had been in leaque with Moses 

The lalichoods and deception: — combined inenany cases with horrid eruelsies, pen weal peeret— - 
PAMMon tomany Pagan wyeeiik Sone of them have teen investigated in devil in Sir John G, Frager’s Geldes 


Bough. 
2597. he werpes 20.7476 are beet construed a commend on the wery of the commented Farell 
bad “perdied chemeche (from) Ba some opera them ase comimggion al uber eperch, 


| 





‘Sirah 20: Ta Ha 779 taba Geeta 
Is Hell; therein shall he APL GOB Bh err 
Neither die nor live. we ose eee 

75. But such as comes icity 2 payelee 2 
To Him as Believers Sod al ee Asay bony 
Who have worked righteous 2354 

deeds — ieee alle ‘Lx ss 
For them are ranks exalted — 

76. Gardens of Eternity, 1 Rg 
Beneath which flow rivers: Speise ler > 
They will dwell therein fees areh pee of 
For aye: such is the reward okey! mat 2 
Of those who purify Se Rte T “977 


Themselves (from evil).*°** 


C, 145.—The people of Israel were rescued from, bondage 

(20;77-104.) And led on their way to the Promised Land. 
Allah's Grace gave them light and guidance, but they 
Rebelled under the leadership of one , 
Called the Samiri: he melted the gold 
Of their jewels and made an idol—a calf 
For their worship —a thing without life or power. 
Moses destroyed the idol, and cursed 

The man who led the people astray. 








| SECTION 4. 

77. We sent an inspiration®*” Ss woehs Ne (on Al 
To Moses; “Travel by night re ier) RE “ts © 
With My servants, and strike fcr ene -st 
A dry path for them La petig ances 
Through the sea, without fear ae aN) 
Of being overtaken (by Pharaoh) get MEGOe- 
And without (any other) fear.’ 

78. Then Pharaoh pursued them BR Seem 


With his forces, but 

The waters completely 
overwhelmed 

Them and covered them up. 


«229 Ost? sine 


Zeritre So ee 


prettier 





2598. As the Egyptian magicians had done when they confessed the One True God. 


2599. Time passes and at last Moses is commanded to leave Egypt with his people by night. They were 
to cross the Red Sea into the Sinai Peninsula. They were told to have no fear of Pharaoh or of the sea or 
of the unknown desert country of Sinai into which they were going. They crossed dry-shod, while Pharaoh, 
who came in pursuit with his troops, was overwhelmed by the sea, He and his men all perished. There is no 
emphasis on this episode here. Bur the emphasis is laid on the hard task which Moses had. with his own people 
after he had delivered them from the Egyptian bondage, ‘ 


Surah 20: Ta Ha 780 bigs Ze-bile 


79. Pharaoh led his people astray 277 [77 SOL Bowe, SOE, 
Instead of leading them aright.***° Sales a Pose A aly o 

80. © ye Children of Israel! peesees 
We delivered you from w: 5 a © 
Your enemy, and We ' ae obese 
Made a Covenant with you Ao iy 4 


On the right side oft! Peat td Ze 47 Yor v4 
Mount (Sinai), and We sent Selle - e's 
Down to you Manna ot eyes ceedbe ne Mer 
And quails: BL SEU, 

81.” (Saying): “Eat ‘of the good?6*? Ker Ky aaig serie WY 
Things We have provided bec res iss © 
For your sustenance, but gy FS Fs Soa eee ee 
Commit no excess therein, Ceeiat Srale oa atl yal’), 
Lest My Wrath should justly Leite te 00 
Descend on you: and those poral Ale Sty 
On whom descends My Wrath ° = 
-Do perish indeed !*** Shas 

82. “But, without doubt, I am 410. PE FH 27 
(Also) He that forgives Sbo-blad S) Gy 
. Again and again, to those Sf 4% 2rrre0 
Who repent, believe, lobe bers Culey 
And do right— who, ves 
In fine, are ready to receive SLale 

True guidance.” 

83. (When Moses was up on the 3 YF ore, 
Mount,?* peel les 7G) 
Allah said): “What made thee vt bd cai 
Hasten in advance of thy people, Cope ds : 

O Moses?” } 





2600. It is the duty of kings and leaders to give the right lead to their people. Instead of that, the evil 
ones among them lead them astray, and are the cause of the whole of a people perishing (Cf 6.123 and 37:24-45), 


2601. Right side. Cf 19:52, and n. 2504, towards the end. The Arabian side of Sinai (Jabal Miisa) was 
the place where Moses first received his commission before going to Egypt, and’ also where he received the 
Law after the Exodus from Egypt, { 


2602. Cf 2:57-and’n.71; and 7;160. I should like to construe this not only literally but also metaphorically 
‘Allah has looked after you and saved you. He has given you ethical and spiritual guidance. Enjoy the fruits 
of all this, but do not become puffed up and rebellious (another meaning in the root Tagh@): otherwise the 
Wrath of Ailah is sure to descend on you! 


2603. This gives the keynote to Moses’s constant tussle with his own people, and introduces immediately 
afterwards the incident of the golden calf 


2604. ‘This was when Moses was up on the Mount for forry days and forty nights: 2:51 and mn. 66. Mow 
had left the elders of Israel with Aaron behind him: Exod. 24:14. While he was in a state of ecstatic honout 
on the Mount, his people were enacting strange scenes down below. They were tested and tried, and they 
failed in the trial. They made a golden image of a calf for worship, as described below, See also. 7:148-150 and neces, 
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84. He replied; “Behold, they are 
Close on my footsteps: 
I hastened to Thee, 


abet Beales 
EMA & 


~~ O my Lord: wen die; 
To please Thee.” 

85. (Allah) said! “We have tested 4 ome prionels Bae gent am 

_ . Thy people in thy absence: Saw oeth Coe ebb 
The Samiri has led them**** NID be re, 
Astray,” Sls ‘ 5 


86. So Moses returned to his people 
In a state of indignation 
And sorrow. He said: 
“O my people! did not 
Your Lord make a handsome*** 
Promise to you? Did then 
The promise seem to you 
Long (in coming)? Or did ye 
Desire that Wrath should 
Descend from your Lord on you, 
And so ye broke your promise 
To me?” 


Dorr 


Um coraewy i ler er & 
baer Ks SSpaatlati’ Alc 


Sit ee Sui 


Ce Sale Je lsts 


awe viele 


saci fale AGS 


ti A505 — Gav 


dayablys Vl Lists; 


87. They said: “We broke not 
_ The promise to thee, as far 
As lay in our power: 
' But we were made to carry 
The weight of the ornaments**”’ 





2605. Who was this Samir? If it was his personal name, it was sufficiently near the meaning of the original 
toot word (o have the definite article attached to it: Cf the name of the caliph Mu'tasim (Al-Mu'tasim), What 
was the root for “Simiri? If we look to old Egyptian, we have Shemer = A stranger, foreigner (Sir E. A. 
Wallis Budge's Egyptian Hieroglyphic Dictionary, 1920, p, 815 b). As the Israclites had just left Egypt, they 
might quite well have among them an Egyptianised Hebrew bearing that nickname. That the name Shemer 
was subsequently not unknown among the Hebrews is clear from the Old Testament. In | Kings, 16:24 we 
read that Omri, king of Israel, the northern portion of the divided kingdom. who reigned about 905-896 B.C., 
built a new city, Samaria, on @ hill which he bought from Shemer, the owner of the hill, for two talents of 
ailver. See also Renan: History of Israel, 2:210. For a further discussion of the word, see n. 2608 below. 


» 2606. There are two promises referred to in this verse, the promise of Allah and the promise of the people 
of Israel. They form one Covenant, which was entered into through their leader Moses. See 20:80, and 2-63, 
®. 78. Allah's promise was to protect them and lead them to the Promised Land, and their promise was to 
obey Allah's Law and His commandments. 


2607. Cf. Exod. 12:35-36: the Iaraclites, before they left Egypt, borrowed from the Egyptians “jewels of 
dilver and jewels of gold, and raiment”; and “they spoiled the Egyptians" ¢.¢ , stripped them of all their valuable 
jewelry. Note that the answer of the backsliders is disingenuous in various ways. (1) The Simir? was no doubt 
responsible for suggesting the making of the golden calf, but they could not on that account disclaim responsibility 
for themselves; the burden of the sin is on him who commuts it, and he cannot pretend that he was powerless 
to avoid it. (2) At most the weight of the gold they carried could not have been heavy even if one of two 
men carried it, but would have been neglible if distribured. (5) Gold is valuable, and it is not likely that if 
they wanted to disburden themselves of it, they had any need to light a furnace, melt it, and cast it into the 
shape of a calf. 
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Of the (whole) people, and we 
Threw. them (into the fire), 
And that was what 

The Samiri suggested.*** 


Po. A ae ore 
rill 


(godias oy 
ET MAG 
















88. “Then he brought out Sct So tiesecerd 
(Of the fire) before the (people) VERS verses joes fy 
The image of a calf:*** a apild a4 aitjena edb td 
It seemed to low:**! ANNI Rie prey 
So they said: ‘This is are ge 
Your god, and the god Bee eddly 


Of Moses, but (Moses) 
Has forgotten!'"**" 


89. Could they not see that 
It could not return them 
A word (for answer), and that 
It had not power cither 
To harm them or 
To do them good??** 


erisiagsi @ 
NGS | 


- Ashe a 


Wiss Vog 


SECTION 5. 


90. n had already, before this 
aid to them: “O my people! 
Ye are being tested in this:**” 
» For verily your Lord is (Allah) 
Most Gracious: so follow me 
And obey my command.""**"* 


‘xd yeASess; © 


eat) tk Bee ee Pee a 
«*-e 
- 


Oty \Pprodly aes 1% 
sl Vpbhae 


91. They had said:**'* “We will not 
Abandon this cult, but we 


se ASE © 


2608, See n. 2605 about the Samiri. If the Egyptian origin of the root is not accepted, we have a Hebrew 
origin in “Shomer” a guard, watchman, sentinel; allied to the Arabic Samara, yarmuru, to keep awale by 
night, to converse by night; samir, one who keeps awake by night. The Simirf may have been 2 watchman 
in fact or by nickname (Cf in. 2917). 

2609. See n. IIS to 7:148, where the same words are used and explained. 

2610. See n. Ll4 to 7:148. 

2611. Moses has forgotten: i¢., forgotten both us and his god. He has been gone for so many days. He 
is searching for a god on the Mount when his god is really here!’ This is spoken by the Saimiri and his partisam 
but the people as a whole accepted it. and it therefore becomes their speech, 

2612. This is a parenthetical comment. How blind the people were! They had seen Signs of the True 
Living God, and yet they were willing to worship a dead image! The True Living God had spoken in definite 
words of command, while this calf could only emit some sounds of lowing, which were themselves contrived 
by the fraud of the priests. This image could do neither good nor harm, while Allah was the Cherisher and 
Sustainer of the Universe, Whose Mercy was unbounded and Whose Wrath was terrible. 

2615. “Resist this temptation: you are being tested in this. Do not follow after the semi: Egyptian Simizi, 
but obey me” 

2614. The Bible story makes Aaron the culprit. which is inconsistent with his office as the high priet 
of Allah and the right hand of Moses. See n. 1116 to 7:150. Our version is more consistent, and explains, throegh 
the example of the S¥mir!. the lingering influences of the Egyptian cult of Osiris the bull-god. , 

2615. Obviously Aaron's speech in the last verse, and the rebels’ defiance in this verse, were spoken before 
the return of Moses from the Mount. 
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Will devote ourselves to it 
Until Moses returns to us."’**'* 


nb Belly 
Urn aiacaite, 
spl SMR 


92. (Moses) said: “O Aaron! foniiiznane) apie kt 
What kept thee back, when RCRA WOAH arp 
Thou sawest them going wrong, 

98. “From following me? Didst thou 47 on Ke oe ‘{ 
Then disobey my order?" $4) —~and ere ep 

9. (Aaron) replied: “O son Wis 5 
Of my mother! Seize (me) not Sait a 
By my beard nor by it 5 ice 
(The hair of) my head!" le sob 
Truly I feared lest thou ‘Ves Ane 5! 
Shouldst say, ‘Thou hast caused ty & cat 
A division among the Children See AP 

es mes 
Of Israel, and thou didst not Jess ree us 
Respect my word!’"?#!# ay “ . 45 

95. (Moses) said: “What then os 2 

Is thy case. © Samiri?”*° (5 as ONS 5 SGD 


96. He replied: “I saw what 
They saw not, so I took 


o4y\ Lyre pel og Sa gap 


A handful (of dust) from say Ai eae perce 
The footprint of the Messenger, Jp Ot 423 oa kt 
And threw it (into the calf): U3 eres 





2616. The rebels had so little faith that they had given Moses up for lost, and never expected to see him again. 


2617. Moses, when he came back, was full of anger and grief. His speech to Aaron is one of rebuke, and 
he was also inclined to handle him roughly: see next verse. The order he refers to is that stated in 7:142. “Act 
for me amongst my people: do right, and follow not the way of those who do mischief” 


2618. Cf 7:150. 


2619. This reply of Aaron's is in no way inconsistent with the reply as noted in 7:150. On the contrary, 
there is a dramatic aptness in the different points emphasised on each occasion. In S. 7 we were discussing 
the Ummah of Israel, and Aaron rightly says: “The people did indeed reckon me as naught, and went near 
to slay me!” In adding, “Let not the enemies rejoice over my misfortune” he is referring by implication to 
his brother's wish to maintain unity among the people. Here the unity is the chief point to emphasise: we 
are dealing with the SimirT as mischief-monger, and he could best be dealt with by Moses, who proceeds to do so. 


"2620. Moses now turns to the Simirl, and the Simiri's reply in the next verse sums up his character 
in a few wonderful strokes of character-painting. The lesson of the whole of this episode is the fall of a human 
soul that nominally comes to Allah's Truth in a humble position but makes mischief when and as it finds 
occasion. It is no less dangerous and culpable than the arrogant soul, typified by Pharaoh. which gets into 
high places and makes its leadership the cause of ruin of a whole nation. 
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Thus did my soul suggest ae Taek Laat ee 
To me et Ja- aise, 

97, (Moses) said: “Get thee gone! i eae 
But thy (punishment) in this life ZG aE IS & 
Will be that thou wilt say,**** a sa, ‘ , 
“Touch me not’; and moreover es Seve teodc 4 
(For a future penalty) thou hast on ar PONS PUG 
A promise that will not fail:**** aarek Fie os 4057 
Now look at thy god, AALS oe ye aly 
Of whom thou hast become +a 
A devoted worshipper: Seat Hb MASKS) epee 
We will certainly (melt) it 3 a 
In a blazing fire and scatter WikPe re 33 Ope werys 
It broadcast in the seal''**** 

98. But the God of you all OD Fin gins. Stee hs 4 Tad 
Ie Alias there ta" PYUST MASI) © 
No god but He: all things eS. Fae 
He comprehends in His tk Jou 

knowledge. 
G57 6s 2 5 bs - ‘c 

99. Thus do We relate to thee $0 Sale Ui: Cee eat 
Some stories of what happened =e s® 
Before: for We have sent oil % 





2621. This answer of the Samir! is a fine example of unblushing effrontery, careful evasion of issues, and 
invented falsehoods. He takes upon himself to pretend that he had far more insight than anybody else: he 
saw what the vulgar crowd did not see. He saw something supernatural. “The Messenger” is construed by 
many Commentators to mean the ange! Gabriel. Rast! (plural, rusul) is used in several places for “angels” 
eg. in 11:69, 77; 19:19; and 95:1. But if we take it to mean the Messenger Moses, it means that the Saimiri 
saw something sacred or supernatural in his footprints: perhaps he thinks a liule flattery would make Moss 
forgive him, The dust became sacred, and his throwing it into the calf's image made the calf utter a lowing 
sound! As if that was the point at issue! He does not answer the charge of making an image for worship. But 
finally, with arrogant effrontery, he says, “Well, that is what my soul suggested to me, and that should be enough!" 


2622. He and his kind were to become social lepers, untouchables; perhaps also sufficiently arrogant to 
hold others at arm's length. and say “Noli me tangere” (touch me not). 


2625. Namely, the promised Wrath of Allah: see 20:81; 89:25. 


2624. The cast effigy was re-melted and destroyed. Thus ends the Sdmiri's story, of which the lessons 
are indicated n, 2620 above, It may be interesting to pursue the transformations of the word Samiri in later 
times, For its origin see notes 2605 and 2608 above, Whether the root of Simirl was originally Egyptian or 
Hebrew does not affect the later history, Four facts may be noted. (1) There was a man bearing a name of 
that kind at the time of Moses, and he led a revolt againt Moses and was cursed by Moses, (2) In the time 
of King Omri (903-896 B.C.) of the northern kingdom of Israel, there was a man called Shemer, from whom, 
according to the Bible, was bought a hill on which was built the new capital of the kingdom, the town of 
Samaria. (3) The name of the hill was Shomer (= watchman, vigilant guardian), and that form of the name 
also appear: as the name of a man (see 2 Kings 22:21); some authorities think the town was called after the 
hill and noc after the man (Hasings's Encyclopedsa of Relgions and Ethics), but this is, for our present purposes, 
immaterial, (4) There was and is a dissenting community of Israelites called Samaritans, who have their own 
separate Pentateuch and Targum, who claim to be the true Children of Israel, and who hold the Orthodox 
Jews in contempt as che latter hold them in contempt: they claim to be the true guardians (Shomerim) of 
the Law, and that is probably the true origin of the name Samaritan, which may go further back in time 
than the foundation of the town of Samaria. I think it is probable that the schism originated from the time 
of Moses, and that the curse of Moses on the Samiri explains the position. 
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Thee a Mewage from pia Sy: 
loo. If any do tum awny . He)? bee eretes a 
Therefrom, verily they will a ao et ys S 
Bear a burden ae eS) 
On the Day of Judgement: pp 4a! «yp Lt 
Wi. They will abide in this (state): jue © ‘o, 


And grievous will the burden**** 


Be to them on that Day— daLal\ay acbelo 
2, The Day when the Trumpet a Bt dra 
Will be sounded: that Day. araiste 3 

We shall gather the sinful, Feb tere Fiat es 

Blear-eyed (with terror),** Chirac 


103. 


In whispers will they consult ATP a Ee 
Each other: “Ye tarried not wre Sy © 
Longer than ten (Days); “sss $51 
14. We know best what they 2 hae oF a.t 
Will say, when their leader? Jb alo elie 
| Most eminent in Conduct apa ey 
Will ay: “Ye tarried not la Seiafynti ay) eee 
Longer than a day!" 


C, 146, —Such is the lure of Evil, but high 
’ (20:105-155, ) And low will be levelled on the Day 
OF Judgement, before the Eternal, the Gracious, 
; The King, the Truth, who sends the Qur'an 
‘To teach and i warn. Will man remember 
How Adam's arch-enemy, Satan, caused 
Hu fall. and will he yet be blind 


pars Thus superceding previous revelations, for chin the Que'bn) is dierst from Allah, ara! a moe a arcane 

nipemition on ocker mens suthenty 
tt. Cf M1. AN-peciste ir Wclnescie the eonmnecen taebanbia'el Uh life tasers aayiSveon she 
‘Thee arel the Eerrnal, they will have o rode awakening shen the Judgement comes These very chings chat 
ey though) 6 engpeyable here —tahong advantage of other, material ei indal pence, nureng guess ered 
af doing peed, ec. etc — will be 8 grieeoos barden co them thet diy shock they ell nee be able to cape 
= ities 
~~ 

M27 furga = having eyes differe from normal ¢olewr, which io the Lost Wo block and white: having 
gee ye, or eves aMicted with dimmes or giaty ier or equine, henge aarp aeny blear-eyed (with terror), 


RA. Paord with eternity, they will realise ott their life a thie earth, or the interval benween thelr aln 
ond their ponent, had a duration which practically amounted to nothing, They eupress this by the phrase 
“vem dove’ tut chet wiser heads chink that even this is an overestimate. bt was but a brief day! 


DST). Cf 2-65 and ® S87) Now thar it & the shreedes ond mow erred in Lie whe will ey usin. 
feos they will be the fier io we the tree siroation. 


aiaasaett canes 786 ieigh GeeN 


To the Signs of Allah? Nay—but let 
Not Evil make you impatient: the Prize 
Of the Hereafter is better than aught 
Of the glitter of this life: wait in Faith, 
And the End will show the triumph 

Of Truth, Goodness, and Righteousness. 


SECTION 6. 

105. Chey ask thee concerning**** Jt oe me 135 ro) 
The Mountains: say, “My Lord ws bes 
Will uproot them and scatter Feder re 7 he 
Them as dust;"?**! Vad 3 ogee jit 


106. “He will leave them as plains SPOR NET CALE 
Smooth and level;” Canaan le ls) ius 
107.. “Nothing crooked or curved FR RGS | SO Sy tie 
Wilt thou see in their place.” IY ylege as 5 5'Y g 
108. @n that Day will they follow aul, BAO 
The Caller***® (straight): no bs aah ns wo co) 
crookedness Seige win Ge 
(Can they show) him: all sounds*®* alec Y Su) 
Shall humble themselves in ” 
Coole teenies car 
The Presence of Sia eat SS =A olpod lias 
Nothing shall thou hear 3 fon SF pc ote 
But a faint murmur, — } 
109, On that Day shall no Like I Ay (POE EE 
Intercession avail Anas) Yin ‘y 





2630. In the last verse, it was the deceptiveness and relativity of Time that was dealt with. Here we come 
to the question of space, solidity, bulk. The question was actually put to the Holy Prophet: what will becom 
of the solid Mountains, or in the English phrase, “the eternal hills"? They are no more substantial chan anything 
else in this temporal. world. When the “new world”, (13:5) of which Unbelievers doubted, is actually in being, 
the mountains will cease to exist. We can imagine the scene of judgement as a level plain, in which ther 
are no ups and downs and no places of concealment. All is straight and level, without corners, mysteries, ot 
lurking doubts. 


2631. The one word nasafa carries the ideas of (1) tearing up by the roots, (2) scattering like chaff or 
dust, and (3) winnowing. Its twofold repetition here intensifies the meaning. 


2632. The Caller: the angel whose voice will call and direct al} souls. (R). 


2633. A beautiful personification of hushed Sound. First there is the loud blast of the Trumpet. Thea 
there is the stillness and hush of awe and reverence: only the tramp of the ranks marching along will be heard, (R). 


Sirah 20: Ta Ha 787 whi Geel 


Except for those for whom**** ae ti: fr Z 
Permission has been granted oF? oaks Y} 
By (Allah) Most Gracious Ar At se 
And whose word is iP 5209 
Acceptable to Him. 
l10.He knows what (appears a a Cal eee nd ad tal he 
__ To His creatures as) before vee Les pe el ls ale &) 
- Or after or behind them:**** s ~~ *4- 
But they shall not compass it ~~ Arh sty 
With their knowledge. 
Il. (All) faces shall be humbled wes sah 22- 
Before (Him) — the Living, sxB\pllemy\ oes 
~~ The Self-Subsisting, Eternal: es iS 
Hopeless indeed will be ie 189 
The man that carries f° Pree 
LL 


Iniquity (on his back),**** 


12. But he who works deeds Ah eA alk Coated 
Of righteousness, and has faith, ot phy ccedallys Lawes ys 


Will have no fear of harm Paget hae Sot trae 
Nor of any curtailment***’ Canam gle ale Ya 

(Of what is his due). 
118: Thus have We sent this STA we 
_ Down—an Arabic Qur'an— s SP tt RP & 
And explained therein in detail 8 De Musaaks nos 


Some of the warnings, 
In order that they may 





2634. Cf 2:255 in the Verse of the Throne. Here man is in the accusative case governed by tanfa‘u, and 
it ie better to construe as I have done. That is, intercession will benefit no one except those for whom Allah 
has granted permission. and whose word (of repentance) is true and sincere, and therefore acceptable to Allah. 
Others construe: no intercession will avail, except by those to whom Allah has granted permission, and whose 
word (of intercession) is acceptable to Allah (Cf. 21:28 and $4:25). in that case the two different clauses have 
no distinct meanings. 


_ 8655. Cf 2.255 and n. 297, The slight difference in phraseology (which I have tried to preserve in the 
wnsiation) will be understood as beauty when we reflect that here our attention is directed to the Day of 
t, and in 2:255 the wording is general, and applies to our present state also. 


; 2636. The metaphor of the burden of sin which the unjust carry on their backs is referred to in 20:100-101 
¢ n. 2626), in 6:51, and in other passages. Note that all faces, those of the just as well as of the unjust. 
will be hambled before Allah: the best of us can claim no merit equal to Allah's Grace. But the just will have 
Hope: while the unjust, now that the curtain of Reality has risen, will be in absolute Despair! 


2637. See the last note. Unlike the unjust, the righteous, who have come with Faith, will now find their 
Faith justified: not only will they be free from any fear of harm, but they will be rewarded to the full, or, 
at has been said in other passages, where His bounty rather than His justice is emphasised. they will get more 
than their due reward (5:27; 59:10). 


Sirah 20: Ta Ha 788 mbise See 


Fear Allah, or that it may ai, BO AR 3% 
Cause their remembrance [Soebb ae cael 
(of Him).*6% 
ry 

114. High above all is Allah, vom natin fy ALMONTE 
The King, the Truth! SNA aal pas 9 
Be not in haste 4.82 Fo Be Srecea, 
With the Qur’an before esisvle al daoyy 
Its revelation to thee***? aor? BE oe 
ls completed, but say, rao 9 SA sya 
“O my Lord! advance me : Le yatlt tual, 4 
In knowledge.” Lhe 3.252} ly 

115. We had already, beforehand,**° | SRA peal 
Taken the covenant of Adam, Teves 3} - 1 @ 
But he forgot: and We found F DSG BREN 7 0% 
On his part no firm resolve. ne ra) Ae) ot 

. SECTION 7. 

116. When We said to the angels, Bra ap z : |i) me 217 
“Prostrate yourselves to Adam", FOROS = JL 3) © 
They prostrated themselves, but % tT eee as 

Snot 3\o—b} yaa 2 
Iblis: he refused. 

117. Then We said: “O Adam! | pees crte 
Verily, this is an enemy ‘tee lla cS) 
To thee and thy wife: A tye FABS6 204 
So let him not get you Se») Ny HY 9.46| tag) 
Both out of the Garden, A ee 
So that thou art landed xptiea s Ne Bes -5" 


In misery,*** 





26538. The Qur'an is in clear Arabic, so that even an unlearned people like the Arabs might understand — 


and profit by its warnings, and the rest of the world may learn through them, as they did in the firs few 
centuries of Islam and may do again when we Muslims show ourselves worthy to explain and exemplify is 
meaning. ‘The evil are warned that they may repent: the good are confirmed in their Faith and strengthened 
by their remembrance of Him. 
= 
2639. Allah is above every human event or desire. His purpose is universal. But He is che Truth, the absolue 
Truth: and His kingdom is the true kingdom, that can carry out His will) That Truth unfolds itself gradually 
ax it did in the gradual revelation of the Qur'an to the Holy Prophet, But even after it was completed ing 
volume, its true meaning and purpose only gradually unfold themselves to any given individual or nation 
No one should be impatient about it. On the contrary, we should always pray for increase in our own Knowle 
which can never at any given moment be complete (Cf 75:16). . 


2640, The spiritual fall of two individual souls, Pharaoh and the Samiri, having been referred to, the 
one through overweening arrogance, and the other through a spirit of mischief and false harking back to the 
past, our attention is now called to the prototype of Evil who tempted Adam, the original Man, and to the 
fact that though man was clearly warned that Evil is his enemy and will effect his ruin, he showed so litt 
firmness that he succumbed to it at once at the first opportunity. 

; ‘| 

2641. See last note. The story is referred to, in order to draw attention to man's folly in rushing into the 
arms of Evil, though he had been clearly forewarned. if 








Sirah 20: Ta Ha 789 bis Bere 


118. “There is therein (enough Ae Pe Sereg 
provision) x . Way & 
For thee not to go hungry***? vee 4c 
Nor to go naked,” GHYy 
119. “Nor to suffer from thirst, ant aa te Oe 
Nor from the sun's heat.” eed palsy ails &p 
120. But Satan whispered evil ti eSyf oppor, me 
o him: he said, “O Adam! 7 ye Set oh © 
Shall I lead thee to A pactee Sop + pert Ae 
The Tree of Eternity**” nse ee 
And to a kingdom . ; J ep> esee 
That never decays?” de Yul rres 
121. In the result, they both fe 
Ate of the tree, and so eat & 
Their nakedness appeared**** tel? PPP ane ay 8or? 
To them: they began to sew Gabi ‘eg hos 
Together, for their covering, ores ve 
Leaves from the Garden: ED sont legis 
Thus did Adam disobey Be 
. ue 645 oF a ee ad 
dle hes allow himself* Syndids paler, Cy 
F ° sty rie 
122. But his Lord chose him Piyytios as Aceh 
(For His Grace): He turned ee 
To him, and gave him guidance. Sid zatle SG 


123. He said: “Get ye down, x ee aa 
Both of you—all together,*** lana lineal is Gi 


2642. Not only had the warning been given that Evil is an enemy to man and will effect his destruction. 
but it was clearly pointed out that all his needs were being met in the Garden of Happiness. Food and clothing, 
drink and shelter, were amply provided for. 

2643. The suggestion of the Evil One is clever, as it always is: it is false, and at the same time plausible. 
It is false. because (1) that felicity was not temporary, like the life of this world, and (2) they were supreme 
in the Garden, and a “kingdom” such as was dangled before them would only add to their sorrows. It was 
plausible, because (1) nothing had been said to them about Eternity, as the opposite of Evernity was not yet 
known, and (2) the sweets of Power arise from the savour of Self, and Self is an alluring (if false) attraction 
that misleads the Will. 

2644. Hitherto they were clothed in the garb of Innocence and knew no evil. Now, when disobedience 
to Allah had sullied their sou! and torn off the garment of their Innocence, their sullied Self appeared to 
themselves in all its nakedness and ugliness, and they had to resort to external things (leaves of the Garden) 
t cover the shame of their self-consciousness. 

2645. Adam had been given the will to choose, and he chose wrongly, and was about to be lost in the 
ylang ice i yr A etn en gel PROT AN ag and Allah chose 
him for His Mercy, as stated in the next verse. 

2646. The little variations between this passage and 2:58 are instructive, as showing how clearly the 
particular argument is followed in each case. Here shbitd (‘get ye down’) is in the dual number, and refers 
to the two individual souls, our common ancestors: in 2:38 thb:fé is in the plural number, to include all mankind 
and Satan, for the argument is about the collective life of man. On the other hand, “all together” includes 
Satan, the spirit of evil, and the enmity “one to another” refers to the eternal feud between Man and Saran, 
between our better nature and Evil. 





Sirah 20: Ta Ha 790 mh ero 


From the Garden, with enmity yt o3+ gor 
One to another: but if, Seapets 
As is sure, there comes to you of Lae 
Guidance from Me, whosover tet t4 < 
Follows My guidance, will not = vapein, 2 ab 
Lose his way, nor fall*®? er 4e% re ced “rhe 7 
Into misery. PBT Lb Slane i 
124. “But whosoever turns away Lomssi'si ge tos AT 
From My Message, verily % 2 KA 
‘For him is a life narrowed Be hale EZ sk op 
Down, and We shall raise 2 pe 9 Re Aas if 
Him up blind on the Day*** nee 
Of Judgement.” y spel ancl sy 
125. He will say: “O my Lord! DEA oye ad es | 
Why hast thou raised me win cries % 
Up blind, while I had 2 Ga ane A-+ 7% 
Sight (before)?""*" re 390°! 
126. (Allah) will say: “Thus Scien tsk A caene 
Didst thou, when Our Signs BSE cas Jb S: 
Came unto thee, disregard whe - + 
Them: so wilt thou, istegdlet 5 WG 
This day, be disregarded."***° 
127, And thus do We recompense sogee 2 ai 
Him who transgresses beyond Sess So) sr 
bounds ua 
And believes not in the Signs ow sto caesar 
Of his Lord: and the Penalty F 
Of the Hereafter is far more Pa eats RST eal FI 
Grievous and more enduring.***' Gly sale Ji olaaly 





2647, For the same reason as in the last note, we have the consequences of Guidance vo the individual, 
vsz.: being saved from going astray or from falling into misery and despair. In 2:58, the consequences exprened, 
though they apply to the individual, are also appropriate taken collectively) “on them shall be no fear, ner 
shall they grieve.” 


2648. Again, as in the last two verses, there is a variation from the previous passage (2:59). The consequences 
of the rejection of Allah's guidance are here expressed more individually: a life narrowed down, and a blindnes 
that will persist beyond this life. “A life narrowed down” has many implications: (1) it is a life from which 
all the beneficent influences of Allah's wide world are excluded; (2) it is a life for Self, not for all; (5) in looking 
exclusively co the “good things” of this life, it misses the crue Reality. 


2649. Because Allah gave him physical sight in this life for trial, he thinks he should be favoured in the 
real world, the world that matters! He misused the physical sight and made himself blind for the other world, 


2650. ‘You were deliberately blind to Allah's Signs: now you will not see Allah's favours, and will be excluded 
from his Grace, 


2651. Blindness in the world of enduring Reality is far worse than physical blindness in the world d 
probation 





Sirah 20: Ta Ha 791 mbit eel 


128, Is it not a warning to such PAK <t *e ore 
Men (to call to mind) pte cal 


How many generations before 


I Ped Ant bP 14 a 
Oeto 
We destroyed, in whose haunts etd wales 
They (now) move? Verily, ‘a ont et “na. © 
In this are Signs for men was ISSY RY Ws 30} 


Endued with understanding,**** 


SECTION 8. 


« eccr 8 44 eZ, 
129. fia it not been x N35 Aetp 


r a Word that went forth 


Before from thy Lord,**** 1) on fee 

(Their punishment) must CSCI BS 
necessarily Paver 

Have come; but there is stots 


A term appointed (for respite). 


180. Therefore be patient with what 24d oo xre ot 
They say, and celebrate oye whemels rp 
(constantly)**** 43v lsAG Le 
The praises of thy Lord Hy ratcms 
Before the rising of the sun, me ys , 


And before its setting; PAN Sqmes Ue 


Yea, celebrate them 


For part of the hours ob i ins 4 
Of the night, and at the sides**** noo J gb ws) 
Of the day: that thou Neneh ta i ae , 
Mayest have (spiritual) joy. septal sia rats 





2652. Cf 20:54. This phrase concluded the argument of Moses with Pharaoh about Pharaoh's blindness 
to Allah and the Signs of Allah. Now it concludes the more general argument about men, concerning whom 
the saying arose: ‘none are so blind as those who will not see. 


2658. Cf 10:19 and n. 1407: also 11:110. In Allah's Holy Plan and Purpose, there is a wise adjustment 
of all interests, and a merciful chance and respite given to all, the unjust as well as the just, and His decree 
or word abides. The most wicked have a term appointed for them for respite. Had it not been so, the punishment 
must necessarily have descended on them immediately for their evil deeds, 


2654. All good men must be patient with what seems to them evil around them. That does not mean 
that they should sit still and do nothing to destroy evil; for the fight against evil is one of the cardinal points 
of Islam. What they are told is that they must not be impatient; they must pray to Allah and commune with 
Him, so that their patience and faith may be strengthened, and they may be able the better to grapple with 
evil. For they thus not only get strength but inward spiritual joy. 


2655. Tara/, plural atra/, may mean sides, ends, extremities. If the day be compared to a tubular figure 
sanding erect, the top and bottom are clearly marked, but the sides are not so clearly marked: they would 
be atra/ (plural), not tarafayn (dual), Now the prayer before sunrise is clearly Fajr; that before sunset is sr: 
“part of the hours of che night” would indicate Maghrib (early night, just after sunset), and ‘Isha, before 
going to bed. There is left Zur, which is the indefinite side or middle of the day; it may be soon after the 
sun's decline from noon, but there is considerable latitude about the precise hour, The majority of Commentators 
interpret in favour of the five Canonical prayers, and some include optional prayers. But | think the words 
are even more comprehensive. A good man’s life is all one sweet Song of Praise to Allah (Cf n, 5521). 


Sirah 20: Ta Ha 792 whi ewe 

131, Nor strain thine eyes in longing Ie FAN 
For the things We have given ESISY © 
For enjoyment to parties epalea aay batal j 


132. 


133. 


134. 


Of them, the splendour 

Of the life of this world, 
Through which We test them: 
But the provision of thy Lord**** 
Is better and more enduring. 


Enjoin prayer on thy people, 
And be constant therein. 
We ask thee not to provide***’ 


sepcid aay lis 
BLE “av aee 


Mody 


ass > 4 ot che oi 


Sustenance; We provide it 3 5 by Ay 
For thee. But the (fruit of) 
The Hereafter is for Righteousness. &s i Cail 


They say: “Why does he not**** 
Bring us a Sign from 
His Lord?” Has not 


A Clear Sign come to them ot 
Of all that was Chere sas 
In the former Books ey ral 


Of revelation? 


And if We had inflicted 
On them a penalty before this,**** 


sito RUS 6 


They would have said: 727 Sewn A ere ge 
“Our Lord! If only Thou cH iy, yy CG 
Hadst sent us a messenger, ner Miah pot 

We should certainly have followed esl py mc | 


Thy Signs before we were 
Humbled and put to shame.” 


aren 


5543 ISIS 





2656. The good things of this life make a brave show, but they are as nothing compared with the good 
of the Hereafter. Both are provided by Allah, but the former are given to the just and the unjust asate 
and trial, and in any case will pass away: while the latter come especially from Allah for his devoted servant. 
and are incomparably of more value and will last through eternity. 


2657. Sustenance, in the sense of the ordinary needs of life, che man of Allah does not worry about. Tha 
is provided by Allah for all, the just and the unjust. But the special provision, the real Sustenance; the spiritual 
fruit. is for a righteous life in the sevice of Allah. 


2658. The question or plea of the Unbelievers is disingenuous. Many Signs have come with this Revelation 
But che cnte thhcehotid Have appesled to those who believed informer revelations and should tiave comviness 
them was what wus in their own books 


2659. If the Signs mentioned in the last note did not convince them, it would mean that they were ae 
true to their own faith. They were not straight with themselves. In justice they should have been punished 
for their falsehood. But they were given further respite; Or they would again have argued in a circle, and 
said: “If only Allah had sent us a living messenger we should have believed!" The living messenger they flow 
because they want a Sign. The Sign they wish to ignore, because they want a living messenger! 








Sirah 20: Ta Ha 793 whit Berg 


135. Say: “Each one (of us) S ycece picts 
Is waiting: wait ye, \ yeas AS pas Aa Sp 
therefore, ***° Se guerre 
y And soon shall ye know , SH Ggelec 3 
. Who it is that is 
On the strai d “=H Len 
‘ om TS eae SS bina! 
Way, and who it is Wes eke 
That has received Bacal i+ 
guidance.” 


2660. If people will not be truc to their own lights, what further argument is left? The Prophet of Allah 
¢an only say: “Let us wait the issue; my faith tells me that Allah's Truth must prevail.” Cf 9:52. (R). 


2661. Cf 19:48. The straight and even Way must endure, and show that the man who follows it has received 
true guidance. All falsehood and crookedness must ultimately disappear. 


Intro. to Sirah 2] 794 


INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 21—AL ANBIYA' 


The last Stirah dealt with the individual story (spiritual) of Moses and Aaron, and contrasted 
it with the growth of evil in individuals like the Pharaoh and the Samiri, and ended with a warning 
against Evil, and an exhortation to the purification of the soul with prayer and praise. This Surah 
begins with the external obstacles placed by Evil against such purification, and gives the assurance 


of Allah's power to defend men, illustrating this with reference to Abraham's fight against idolatry, 


Lot's fight against injustice and failure to proclaim Allah's glory by making full use of man's God- 
given faculties and powers, that of Job against impatience and want of self-confidence, that of 
Ismail, Idris, and Dhul Kifl against want of steady perseverance, that of Dha al Nin against 
hasty anger, that of Zakariya against spiritual isolation, and that of Mary against the lusts of 
this world. In each allusion there is a special point about the soul's purification. The common 
point is that the Prophets were not, as the vulgar suppose, just irresistible men. They had to win 
their ground inch by inch against all kinds of resistance from evil. 


The chronology of this Sirah has no significance. It probably dates from the middle of 
the Makkan period of inspiration. 


Summary— Man treats, as he has always treated, the serious things of life with jest or contempt; 
but the Judgement must come, and Truth must triumph (21;1-29, and C. 147). 


Unity of Design, and certainty of Allah's Promise: Allah's protection and mercy, and His 
justice (21:30-50, and C. 148). 


How Abraham triumphed over idols, as did others among Allah's chosen ones over various 
fortns of evil (21:51-93, and C. 149), 


Work righteousness while it is yet time, for the Judgement will come, and only the righteous 
will inherit (21:94-112, and C. 150). 


C. 147.—Men may lightly treat Allah's Signs 

(21:1-29.) As jests, but the Judgement must come 
Inevitably, His Message is true, 
And delivered by Allah's Prophet, as from 
Man to men. Truth must triumph 
And all false gods and false worship 
Must come to naught: for Allah is One, 
And His Truth has been one throughout the ages. 


. 495 





Sirah 21, 

Al Anbiya’ (The Prophets) HENS. ERE 

In the Name of Allah, Most Gractous, Sarre < . 

t Most Merciful. BAS \ : 

1. Qloser and closer to mankind?* * yea nit 
Comes their Reckoning: yet they re 5 oe © 
Heed not and they turn away. iyo a Fe B35 


.2.N comes. them id ess 8 " - 17 
t DDB: Hehe PAF rey n= Dart pte © 


From their Lord, but th oS SEB Jisie at 
Listen to it as in jest — «: Ggmab Py omeal | 

8. Their hearts toying as with 20Z et 8 eB gg SIF > % 
Trifles. The wrongdoers conceal*** SPN 9 aT5 445 loa a O: 
_ Their private counscls, (saying), Oe be hse Car or 696th 
~“Ts this (one) more than” ao 4 pated Y || oe fu | yeh bor! 
A man like yourselves? b dy 
Will ye go to witchcraft ah no us NOs 


With your eyes open?’’*** 


4. Say:*** “My Lord te er wm ft , AO 8M os at Oe 
Knoweth (every) word (spoken)**” | 2) ¥!yela S| aya rey tO: 
In the heavens and on earth: ae ah Poe 
He is the One that heareth nll yay 
And knoweth (all things).” ? Ss 





__ 2662. Every minute sees them nearer to their doom, and yet they are sadly heedless, and even actively 
turn away from the Message that would save them. 


2663. In each age, when the Message of Allah is renewed, the very people who should have known better 
and welcomed the renewal and the sweeping away of human cobwebs, either receive ic with amused self- 
superiority, which later rurns into active hostility, or with careless indifference. 


2664. Allah's Message is free and open, in the full light of day, His enemies plot against it in secrecy, 
jes their own false motives be exposed. Their jealousy prevents them from accepting a “man like themselves” 
a a teacher or warner or guide. 


2665. Literally, “in a state in which you (actually) see (that it is witchcraft)” When Allah's Messenger 
is proved to be above therm in moral worth, in true insight, in earnestness and power of eloquence. they accuse 
him of witchcraft, a word which may mean nothing, or perhaps some mysterious deceitful arts. 


2666. Notice that in the usual Arabic texts (that is, according wo the Qrraah of Hafs) the word gala is 
here and in 21:112 below, as well as in 23:112. spelt differently from the usual spelling of the word in other 
places (e.g. in 20:125-126). Qui is the reading of the Basrah Qird@’ah, meaning, “Say thou” in the imperative. 
If we construe “he says”, the pronoun refers to “this (one)" in the preceding verse, vez: the Prophet. But more 
than one Commentator understands the meaning in the imperative, and I agree with them. The point is merely 
one of verbal construction. The meaning is the same in cither case. See n. 2948 to 23-112. (R). 


2667 Every word, whether whispered in secret (as in 21:3 above) or spoken openiy, is known to Allah. 
Let not the wrongdoers imagine that their secret plots are secret to the Knower of all things. 
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5. “Nay,” they say, “(these are) AGS 4 obeeh Ate 
Medleys of dreams! — Nay, LENG Sh 0} 
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2668. The charges against Allah's inspired Messenger are heaped up “Magic!” says one: that means, “We 
don't understand it!” Says another, “Oh! but we know! he is a mere dreamer of confused dreams!” If the “dreams” 
fit in with real things and vital experience, another will suggest. “Ob yes! why drag in supernatural agence? 
he is clever enough to forge it himself!" Or another suggests, “He is a poet! Poets can invent things and say 
them in beautiful words!” Another interposes, “What we should like to see is miracles, like those we read of 
in stories of the Prophets of old!” 


2669. “If such miracles as you read of failed to convince Unbelievers of old, what chance is there that 
these Unbelievers will believe? Miracles may come, but they are not cures for Unbelicf. 


2670. See 16:48 and n_ 2069. This answers the Unbelievers’ taunt, “he is just a man like ourselves!” True, 
but all messengers sent by Allah were men, not angels or another kind of beings, who could not understand 
men or whom men could not understand. 


2671. As men they were subject to the laws governing the physical bodies of men. They ate and drank. 
and their bodies perished in death (Cf 7:148 and 25:7) 


2672, But, however difficult (or impossible) their mission may have appeared to them, or to the world 
at first, they won through eventually, even those who seemed to have been defeated. Examples are given ia 
the latter part of this Sirah, especially in 21:51-93. They were delivered from the Wrath which overtook the 
Unbelievers, as were those with them who accepted Allah's Message and. placed themselves in conformity with 
His Will and Plan That is the meaning of “whom We pleased”. 
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2678. When they had every chance of repentance and reform, they rejected Allah's Message, and perhaps 
‘even put up an open defiance. When they actually began to feel the Wrath coming, they began co flee, but 
it was too late! Besides, where could they flee to from the Wrath of Allah? Hence the ironical appeal to them 
in the next verse; better go pack your luxuries and what you chought were your permanent homes! Cf Christ's 
saying in the present Gospel of St. Matthew (5:7): “O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from 
the Wrath to come?” 


2674. See last note. ‘You thought your homes so comfortable; why don't you go back to them? You will 
be called to account. Perhaps there may be rewards to be given you, who knows?’ This irony is itself the beginning 
of the Punishment, but the ungodly now see how wrong they had been, But their sighs and regrets now avail 
them nothing. It is too late. They are lost, and nothing can save them, 


2675. The two similies present two different aspects of the lamentations of the ungodly. When they really 
see the Wrath to come, there is a stampede, but where can they go to? Their lamentation is now the only 
mark of their life. But it dies away, as corn vanished from a field that is being mown, or as a dying fire is 
slowly extinguished! They do not die. They wish they were dead! (Cf 36:29 and 78:40). 
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* 2676. The Hindu doctrine of Lila, that all things were created for sport. is here negatived. But more 
with Allah we must not associate any ideas but those of Truth. Righteousness, Mercy, Justice, and the other 
attributes implied in His Beautiful Names. He does not jest nor play with His creatures (Cf 51:56). 


2677. If such an idea as that of play or pastime had been possible with regard to Allah, and if He had 
wished really to indulge in pastime, He would have done it with creatures of Light nearest to Him, not with 


the lowly material creation that we see around us (Cf, 41:47), 


2678. Such as that (1) Allah has partners (21:22), or (2) that He has gotten a son (21:26), or ($) has daughters 
(16:57), or any other superstitions derogatory to the dignity and glory of Allah 


2679. The pure angelic hosts, whom we imagine to be glorious creatures of light, high in. the spiricual 
world, near the Throne of Allah Himself, are yet His creatures, and serve Him without ceasing, and are proud 
to do so. Such is the majesty of Allah Most High. 


2680. The different kinds of false gods whom people raise from their imagination are now referred to. 
In verses 21-25, the reference is to the gods of the earth, whether idols or local godlings, or deified heroes, 
or animals or trees or forces of the nature around us, which men have from time to time worshipped. Thess. 


as deities, have not fe except what their worshippers give them. 
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2681. The answer of course is “no” No one but Allah can raise the dead to life. The miracle in the story 
of Jesus (3:49 and 5:112-115) was “by Allah's leave". It was a miracle of Allah, not one of Jesus by his own 


power or will, 


2682, After the false gods of the earth (verse 21), are mentioned the false gods in the heavens and the 
earth, like those in the Greek Pantheon (verse 22), who quarrelled and fought and slandered each other and 
made their Olympus a perfect bear-garden! 


2683. Allah is Self-Subsisting. All His creatures are responsible to Him and dependent on Him there 
is no other being to whom He can be responsible or on whom He can be dependent. 


2684. See above, n. 2682, where two kinds of false worship are noted. Now we are warned against a third 
danger, the worship of false gods of any sort. Pagan man is prolific of creating abstract images for worship, 
including Self or abstract Intelligence or Power. In verse 26 below is mentioned a fourth kind of false worship, 
which imagines that Allah begets sons or daughters. 


2685. This verse should be read with the next. All reason revolts against the idea of conflicting gods, 
and points to Unity in Creation and Unity in Godhead. This is not only the Message of Islam ("those with 
me”) but the message of all prophets who came before the Holy Prophet Muhammad (“those before me’), 
and the line of prophets was closed with him. The Message given to every prophet in all ages was that of 
Unity as the fundamental basis of Order and Design in the world, material, moral, and spiritual. 


Sirah 21: Al Anbiya’ 800 JEN «EEG 


26, they say: “(Allah) {7 Seeats “Sit z 
ost Gracious has begotten**** NS isles © 
Offspring.”Glory to Him! a 7 * ~ =. vn 
They are (but) servants raised Lip SBGek As 
To honour. 
07 94 24. of 7% 

27. They speak not before***’ — J 9a) boas 1 yy 
He speaks, and they act bAnabaed 
(In all things) by His command. glee, ih 

28. He knows what is before them, aire ive . ek aes le 
‘Auidswhat is behind them, Pala lesa Nola &) 
And they offer no intercession - pene, 
Except for those who are SSNs us yaar, 
Acceptable,**** and they**** stand rs ee ee: 
In awe and reverence jpegs As iy 
Of His (glory). 

29. If any of them should say, Mine te Re ep hene- 
“Iam a god besides Him", aoe dices 
Such a one We should Fz 39 gAhe sis al 4) J 
Reward with Hell: thus | Pe So pF Nd. 4 9244 
Do We reward those i, Bi BE oa 
Who do.wrong. ina lbdles3t DUS 


C. 148. — Look at Allah's Creation: contemplate 
(21:30-50,) Its unity of Design and benevolence 

Of Purpose. Death must come to all, 
But life and faith are not objects of ridicule: 
Truth will outlast all mockery; ‘tis Allah 
Who calls, because He cares for you, 
And on His Judgement Seat will weigh 
Each act, each thought, cach motive, great 
Or small, with perfect justice. Come, 
Ye all, reject not His blessed Message. 


2686. This refers both to the Trinitarian superstition that Allah has begotten a son, and to the Amb 
superstition that the angels were daughters of Allah. All such superstitions are derogatory to the glory of Allah. 
The prophets and angels are no more than servants of Allah: they are raised high in honour, and therefore 
they deserve our highest respect, but not our worship. 


2687, They never say anything before they receive Allah's command to say it, and their acts are similarly 
conditioned. This is also the teaching of Jesus as reported in the Gospel of St. John (12:49-50): “For I have 
not spoken of myself: but the Father which sent me. He gave me a commandment, what I should say, and 
what I should speak. And I know that His commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, 
even as the Father said unto me, so | speak.” If rightly understood, ‘'Father" has the same meaning as our 
“Rabb”, Sustainer and Cherisher, not Begetter or Progenitor. 


2688. Cf 20:109. “Acceptable” means that they have conformed to the Will of Allah and obeyed Hs 
Law, thus winning the stamp of His approval. 


2689. They: the usual interpretation refers the pronoun to the servants of Allah who intercede: it may 
also refer to those on whose behalf the intercession is made: they do not take it as a matter of course, but 
stand in due awe and reverence of Allah's great glory and mercy. 
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2690. The evolution of the ordered worlds as we see them is hinted at. As man’s intellectual gaze over 
the physical world expands, he sees more and more how Unity is the dominating note in Allah's wonderful 
Universe. Taking the solar system alone, we know that the maximum intensity of sun-spots corresponds with 
the maximum intensity of magnetic storms on this earth. The universal law of gravitation seems to bind all 
mass together. Physical facts point to the throwing off of planets from vast quantities of diffused nebular matter, 
of which the central condensed core is a sun. 


2691. About 72 percent of the surface of our Globe is still covered with water, and it has been estimated 
that if the inequalities of the surface were all levelled, the whole surface would be under water, as the mean 
elevation of land sphere-level would be 7,000-10,000 feet below the surface of the ocean (Cf 11:7). This shows 
the predominance of water on our Globe, That all life began in the water is also a conclusion to which our 
latest knowledge in biological science points. Apart from the fact that protoplasm, the original basis of living 
matter, is liquid or semi-liquid and in a state of constant flux and instability, there is the fact that land animals, 
like the higher vertebrates, including man, show, in their embryological history, organs like those of fishes, 
indicating the watery origin of their original habitat. The constitution of protoplasm is about 80 to 85 percent 
water (see also 24;50-31 and 24:45). 


2692. Cf 16:15 and n. 2038. Lest it should shake with them: here “them” refers back to “they” at the 
end of the preceding verse, meaning “Unbelievers™ It might be mankind in general, but the pointed address 
to those who do not realise and understand Allah's mercies is appropriate, to drive home to them the fact 
that it is Allah's well-ordered providence that protects them normally from cataclysms like earthquakes, but 
that they could for their iniquities be destroyed in an instant, as the ‘Ad and the Thamid were destroyed 
before them. As pointed out in n. 2691 above, if the surface of the earth were levelled up, it would all be 
under water, and therefore the firm mountains are a further source of security for life which has evolved in 
terrestrial forms. Though the mountains may seem impassable barriers, yet Allah's providence has provided 
broad passes between them to afford highways for human communications (see also 27:61). 

2695. In both the literal and the figurative sense. Literally, these natural mountain highways direct men 
in the way they should go. Figuratively, these wonderful instances of Allah's providence should turn men's thoughts 
to the true guidance of Allah in life and spiritual progress. 

2694. Canopy well-guarded: the heavens form a canopy that is secure from falling down: they also form 
a sublime spectacle and a Mystery that man can only faintly reach. Perhaps also che mystery of spiritual life 
is metaphorically hinted at (Cf. also 15:16-17), 
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2695, I have indicated, unlike most translators, the metaphor of swimming implied in the original words: 
how beautiful it is to contemplate the heavenly bodies swimming through space (or ether) in their rounded 
courses before our gaze! (Cf. 36:40) 


2696. Life on this planet without death has not been granted to any man. The Khidhr legends are popular 
tales. His life without death on this earth is nowhere mentioned in the Qur'an, The taunt of the Unbelievers 
at the Holy Prophet was therefore futile. Could any of them live without death at some time or other? Could 
they name any one who did? 


2697. Cf $:185, andin. 491, and 29:57, The soul docs not dic, but when it separates from the body at 
the death of the body, the soul gets a taste of death, In our life of probation on this earth, our virtue and 
faith are tested by many things: some are tested by calamities, and some by the good things of this life. If 
we prove our true mettle, we pass our probation with success. In any case all must return to Allah, and then 
will our life be appraised of its true value. 


2698. To the godly man the issue between false worship and true worship is a very serious matter. To 
the sceptics and unbelievers it is only a joke. They take it lightly, and laugh at the godly ones. They not only 
laugh at him, but they blaspheme when the name of the One True God is mentioned. The reply to this is 
in the next verse. 
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2699. Haste is the very bone and marrow of man. If he is granted respite for his own sake, in order that 
he may have a further chance of repentance and coming back to Allah, he says impatiently and incredulously; 
"Bring on the Punishment quickly, that I may see if what you say is true!" Alas, it is too true! When the Punishment 
actually comes near and he sees it, he will not want it hastened. He will want more time and further delay! 
Poor creature of haste! (Cf 75:20). 


_» 2700. They would not be so unreasonable if they only realised the terrible future for them! The Fire will 
envelop them on all sides, and no help will then be possible. Is it not best for them now to turn and repent? 
The Punishment may come too suddenly, as is said in the next verse. 


2701. The same verse occurs at 6:10, where see n. 845. "What they are mocking at now will be in a position 
to mock them in due time’ 


2702. ‘Allah is most Gracious: if, in spite of His great-mercy, you are so rebellious and depraved as to 
incur His Wrath, who is there who can save you? His Wrath can descend on you at any time, by night or by day’ 
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2708. Ashabda: to join as a companion: with an or min it has also the meaning of to defend or remove 
from someone. The full signification is best understood if paraphrased: ‘they are not fit to be mentioned in 
the samme breath with Us, nor can they be defended from Us. 


2704. ‘Umr, or ‘Umur: age, generation, period, time, life. Here “period” is most appropriate, as it coven 
many generations, “these men and their fathers.” 


2705. Cf. 18:41 and n. 1865, The particular signification is that Islam spread from the outer borders, 
social and geographical, gradually inwards. The social fringe was the humbler people, such as slaves and poot 
men. The geographical reference is to Madinah and tribes away from the Makkah centre. The proud and 
unbelieving Quraysh were the last to come in when the circle was gradually drawn tighter and tighter around 
them. The general signification applies to all times, Allah's Truth makes its way first among the poor and 
the lowly, those whose minds are unsoiled by prejudices of false pride or false knowledge, but it gradually 
hems in the obstinate, until it prevails in the end. 


2706. According to the English saying, “none is so deaf as those who will not hear”, When they deliberately 
shut their ears to the warning from the Merciful Allah, meant for their own good, the responsibility is their 
own. But their cowardice is shown in the next verse by their behaviour when the first breath of the Wrath 
reaches them. 





Surah 21: Al Anbiya’ 805 NEI) ECT 


Not a soul will be dealt with Me er ge Ph oe 

Unjustly in the least, Sanger. 2 Ys 

And if there be ey: ‘. 

(No more than) the weight Ste Sla}5 

Of a mustard seed,*’°” =o 

We will bring it (to account): Galcalys yory a 

And enough are We 

To take account.?7¢* (LEE G 
48, In the past We granted ae one ore, 

To Moses and Aaron bs ars D9 ow AAC e 

The Criterion (for judgement),*’° s oat $u>. 

And a Light and a Message Al (SSC seh 


For those who would do right— 


49. Those who fear their Lord ont Sor efor if 
In their most secret thoughts, Bae oall aay 
And who hold the Hour iene ee 
(Of Judgement) in awe.?7" eS t ioe Akal Say 

50. And this is a blessed ma Ae Slate, 
Message which We have Sashes © 
Sent down: will ye then ry sin 
Reject it?" Sys les 





2707, Not the smallest action, word, thought, motive, or predilection but must come into the account 
of Allah. Cf Browning (in Rabbi Ben Ezra): “But all, the world’s coarse thumb and finger failed to plumb, 
So passed in making up the main account; All instincts immature, All purposes unsure, That weighed not 
as his work, yet swelled the man's account; Thoughts hardly to be packed Into a narrow act, Fancies that 
broke through language and escaped; All I could never be, All, men ignored in me, This, I was worth to 
God, Whose wheel the pitcher shaped.” 


2708. The literalism of Sale has here excelled itself: he translates, “and there will be sufficient accountants 
with us"! What is meant is that when Allah takes account, His accounting will be perfect: there will be no 
flaw in it, as there may be in earthly accountants, who require other people's help in some matters of account 
which they do not understand for want of knowledge of that particular department they are dealing with. 
Allah's knowledge is perfect, and therefore his justice will be perfect also; for He will not fail to take into 
account all the most intangible things that determine conduct and character. See last note. There is no 
contradiction between this and 18:104-105, where it is said that men of vain words, #¢, shallow hypocritical 
deeds, will have no weight attached to their deeds. In fact the two correspond. 


2709. Cf 2:58 and n. 68, where the meaning of Furga@n is discussed. Here three things are mentioned 
as given to Moses and Aaron: (1) The Criterion for judgement; this might well be the wonderful Proofs they 
saw of Allah's goodness and glory from which they could have no doubt as to Allah's will and command; (2) 
the Light; this was the inner enlightenment of their soul, such as comes from inspiration; and (3) the Message, 
the book, the original book of Moses, which Aaron as his lieutenant would also use as a guide for his people. 


2710. Note the three kinds of fear mentioned in 21:48-49, Taqui is the fear of running counter to the 
will of Allah; it is akin to the love of Him; for we fear to offend those we love; it results in right conduct, 
and those who entertain it are “those who would do right”. Then there is KAashyah, the fear of Allah, lest 
the person who entertains it may be found, in his inmost thoughts, to be short of the standard which Allah 
wished for him; this is also righteous but in a less high degree than Zaqwa which is akin to love. And thirdly, 
there is the fear of consequences on the Day of Judgement (éshfaq); this also may lead to righteousness, but 
ison a sth! lower plane. sip the three correspond to the Criterion, the Light, and the Message (or Warning) 
of the last verse. 


2711. Here is a Prophet anda Book, greater than Moses and his Book. Are you going to reject him and it? (R). 
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2712, Rushd: right conduct, corresponding in action to the quality expressed in the epithet Hanif (sound 
or true in Faith) applied to Abraham in 2:155 and elsewhere. 


2718, Hence Abraham's title “Friend of Allah” (Khalil Aliah)> 42125. 


2714. Reference is made to Abraham in many places, In 19:42-49 it was with reference to his relations 
to his father: the problem was how a righteous man should deal with his father, when his duty to his father 
conflicts with his duty to Allah, Here the problem is: how a righteous man should deal with evil and overcome 
it; how he should fight against evil, and if he is subjected to the fire of persecution, how his firmness draw 
Allah’s Mercy, and the very trouble he is placed in becomes his comfort and joy. 
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»» 2715. Abraham looked at life with a serious eye, and his people took it light-heartedly. He was devoted 
to Truth, and they cared more for ancestral custom. In the conflict; he seemed to be in their power. But he 
was fearless, and he triumphed by Allah's Grace. 


2716. For the various words for “creation” see n. 120 to 2:117, where fatara is explained and differentiated 
from other words of similar meaning. 


2717. He wants to convince them of the powerlessness of their idols, But he does not do it underhandedly. 
He tells: them that he is going to do something when once they are gone and their backs are turned to the 
idols ~-as much as to say that the idols are dependent on their care and attention, Apparently the people 
are amused and want to see what he does. So they leave him to his own devices. 


2718. He was enacting a scene, to make the people ashamed of worshipping senseless sticks and stones. 
He left the biggest idol untouched and broke the others to pieces, as if a fight had taken place between the 
idols, and the biggest had smashed the others. Would they turn to the surviving idol and ask him how it all 
happened? 


2719. Different groups of people are speaking. Those who were not present at Abraham's speech in verse 
5? ask, “who has done this?’ Those who were, at once name him, whereupon a formal council of the people 
was held, and Abraham was arraigned. 
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2720. They asked him the formal question. There was no mystery about it. He had already openly threatened 
to do something to the idols, and people who had heard his threats were there. He now continues his ironic 
taunt to the idol-worshippers. "You ask me! Why don't you ask the idols? Doesn't it look as if this big fellow 
has smashed the smaller ones in a quarrel?’ If they do not ask the idols, they confess that the idols have not 
intelligence enough to answer! This argument is developed in verses 64-67. Note that while the false worshipper 
laughed at his earnestness, he pays them back with a grim practical joke, which at the same time advances 
the cause of Truth. 


2721. Abraham's biting irony cut them to the quick. What could they say? They turned to each other 
Some among them thought he had the best of the argument. They were not keen on idolatry, and they told 
their fellows that it was useless arguing with Abraham. They all hung their heads in shame. But presently 
they thought they would face out Abraham, and take his words literally. They said, “You know quite well 
that idols do not speak!" This was precisely what Abraham wanted them to say, and he delivered his final 
blow! See n. 2725 below. 


2722. Literally, “they were turned down on their heads” which may suggest a metaphorical somersault, 
t.e., they recovered from their dawning shame for idolatry and were prepared to argue it out with the youth 
Abraham. But | think there is'a better authority for the interpretation I have adopted. 


2728. As soon as they admitted in so many words that the idols could not speak, Abraham delivered 
his final attack: “Then why do you worship useless impotent creatures?’ After that, there remains nothing but 
the argument of violence, which they proceed to exercise, being the party in power. ‘Burn him at the stak¢ 
is an easy cry! But it was not Abraham that suffered: it was his persecutors (21:70). 
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2724. The nature of fire, by all the physical laws of matter, is to be hot: The supremacy of mind over 
matter is a phrase much used. but the supremacy of the spiritual over the material is not so commonly understood. 
And yet it is the greatest factor in the estimate of Reality. The material is ephemeral and relative. The spiritual 
is eternal and absolute. Through all the fire of persecution and hatred Abraham remained unhurt. The fire 
became cool, and a means of safety for Abraham. 


2725. Can we form any idea of the place where he passed through the furnace, and the stage in his career 
at which this happened? He was born in Ur of the Chaldees, a place on the lower reaches of the Euphrates, 
not a hundred miles from the Persian Gulf. This was the cradle, or one of the cradles, of human civilisation. 
Astronomy was studied here in very ancient times, and the worship of the sun, moon, and stars was the prevailing 
form of religion, Abraham revolted against this quite early in life, and his argument is referred to in 6:74-82. 
They also had idols in their temples, probably idols representing heavenly bodies and celestial winged creatures, 
He was still-a youth (21:60) when he broke the idols. This was stage No. 2. After this he was marked down 
asa rebel and persecuted. Perhaps some years passed before the incident of his being thrown into the Fire 
(21:68-69) took place, or the incident may be only allegorical, Traditionally the Fire incident is referred to 
a king called Nimriid, about whom see n. 1565 to 11:69. If Nimriid’s capital was in Assyria, near Nineveh 
(site near modern Mosul), we may suppose either that the king's rule extended over the whole of Mesopotamia, 
or that Abraham wandered north through Babylonia to Assyria. Various stratagems were devised to get rid 
of him (21:70), but he was saved by the mercy of Allah. The final break came when he was probably a man 
of mature age and could speak to his father with some authority. This incident is referred to in 19:41-48. He 
now left his ancestral lands, and avoiding the Syrian desert, came to the fertile lands of Aram or Syria, and 
so south to Canaan, when the incident of 11:69-76 and the adventures of his nephew Lit took place. It is 
some years after this that we may suppose he built the Ka'bah with Ismail (2:124-129), and his prayer in 14;35-41 
may be referred to the same time. His visit to Egypt (Gen. 12:10) is not referred to in the Qur'an. 


2726. As they could not get rid of him by open punishment, they tried secret plans, but were foiled 
throughout, It was not he that lost, but they, On the contrary, he left them and prospered and became the 
progenitor of great peoples (Cf 19:49). 


2727. The iand of Aram or Syria, which in its widest connotation includes Canaan or Palestine, is a well- 
watered fertile land, with a Mediterranean sea-coast, on which the famous commercial cities of Tyre and Sidon 
were situated, Its population is very mixed, as it has been a bone of contention between all the great kingdoms 
and empires of Western Asia and Egypt, and European interest in it dates from the most ancient times. (R). 
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2728. Nafilah has many meanings: (1) booty; (2) extra work or prayer; (3) extra or additional gift; (4) 
grandson. The two last implications are implied here. Not only was Abraham given a son in his old age; he 
was given not only Isaac (Cf 19:49), but several sons, the chief being Ismail and Isaac, who both joined 
in burying him (Gen. 25:9); and he also saw grandsons, Ism@'Tl is specially mentioned later (21:85) apart from 
Isaac’s line, on account of his special importance for Islam. 


2729. The spiritual lesson from this passage may be recapitulated. The righteous man makes no compromise 
with evil. If the votaries of evil laugh at him he pays them in their own coin, but he stands firmly by his 
principles. His firmness causes some confusion among the followers of evil, and he openly declares the faith 
that is in him. They try, openly and secretly, to injure or kill him, but Allah protects him, while evil perished 
from its own excesses. 


2730. Lot's people were given to unspeakable abominations. His mission was to preach to them. He withstood 
Evil, but they rejected him. They were punished, but he and his followers were saved. See 15:61-74, 11:77:82, 
and 7;:80-84. 


2730-A. The date of Noah was many centuries before that of Abraham. (R). 
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2731. The contemporaries of Noah were given to Unbelief, oppression of the poor, and vain disputations. 
He carried Allah's Message to them, and standing fast in faith, built the Ark, in which he was saved with 
his followers from the Flood, while the wicked were drowned. See 11:25-48. 


2732. The sheep, on account of the negligence of the shepherd, got into a cultivated field (or vineyard) 
by night and ate up the young plants or their tender shoots, causing damage, to the extent of perhaps a whole 
year's crop. David was king, and in his seat of judgement he considered the matter so serious that he awarded 
the owner of the field the sheep themselves in compensation for his damage. The Roman Law of the Twelve 
Tables might have approved this decision, and on the same principle was built up the Deodand doctrine of 
English Law, now obsolete. His son Solomon, a*mere boy of eleven, thought of a better decision, where the 
penalty would better fit the offence. The loss was the loss of the fruits or produce of the field or vineyard: 
the corpus of the property was not lost. Solomon's suggestion was that the owner of the field or vineyard should 
not take the sheep altogether but only detain them long enough to recoup his actual damage, from the milk, 
wool, and possibly young of the sheep, and then return the sheep to the shepherd. David's merit was that 
he accepted the suggestion, even though it came from a little boy: Solomon's merit was that be distinguished 
between the corpus and income, and though a boy, was not ashamed to put his case before his father. But 
in either case it was Allah Who inspired the true realisation of justice. He was present and witnessed the affair, 
as He is present everywhere. 


2733. Whatever is in the heavens and the earth celebrates the praises of Allah: 17:44; 57:1; 16:48-50, 
and 22:18. Even the “thunder repeateth His praises"; 13:18, All nature ever sings the praises of Allah. David 

in his Psalms, 148:7-10: “Praise the Lord from the earth, ye... mountains and all hills. creeping things 
and flying fowl!” All nature sings to Allah's glory, in unison with David, and angels, and men of God. Cf. 
34:10 and $8:)8-19. (R). 
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¢ 2734. The making of coats of mails is attributed to David, It is defensive armour, and therefore its discovery 
and supply is associated with deeds of righteousness in 34:10-11, in contrast with the deadly weapons which 
man invents for offensive purposes. Indeed, all fighting, unless in defence of righteousness is mere “violence! 


2735. David's good work then was: (1) he was open to learn wisdom wherever it came from; (2) he sang 
the praises of Allah, in unison with all nature; (3) he made defensive armour, But all these things he did, 
because of the faculties which Allah had given him, and we must be grateful for this and for all things to Allah. 


2736. Cf. 34:12, and 38:36-38. This has been interpreted to mean that Solomon had miraculous power 
over the winds, and could make them obey his order. Rationalists say that he had naval power on the 
Mediterranean, and through the Gulf of ‘Aqaba on the Red Sea, and that he therefore figuratively commanded 
the winds, and we may say the same of airmen at the present day. In any case the power behind was, and 
is, from Allah, Who has granted man intelligence and the faculties by which he can tame the more unruly 
forces of nature. 


2737. Evidently Palestine, in which was Solomon's capital, though his influence extended far north in 
Syria, and perhaps far south in Arabia and Ethiopia, In the Roman ruins of Baalbek, fifty miles north of 
Damascus, is still shown a quarry of huge stones supposed to have been cut for.Solomon. I have seen them 
with my own eyes. This local tradition is interesting, even if invented. 


2738. Asin n. 2736, the literalists and-the rationalists take different views. The former say that Solomon 
had power over supernatural beings of evil, whom he compelled to dive for pearls and do other hard tasks, 
Rationalists refer this to hostile umruly races whom he subjected to his sway. It was Allah's power ultimately, 
Who granted him wisdom, Solomon tamed evil with Wisdom. 
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2739. Job (Ayub) was a prosperous man, with faith in Allah, living somewhere in the northeast corner 
of Arabia. He suffers from a number of calamities; his cattle are destroyed, his servants slain by the sword, 
and his family crushed under his roof. But he holds fast to his faith in Allah. As a further calamity he is 
covered with loathsome sores from head to foot. He loses his peace of mind, and he curses the day he was 
born. His false friends come and attribute his affliction to sin. These “Job's comforters” are no comforters 
at all, and he further loses his balance of mind, but Allah recalls to him all His mercies, and he resumes 
his humility and gives up self-justification. He is restored to prosperity, with twice as much as he had before; 
his brethren and friends come back to him; he had a new family of seven sons and three fair daughters. He 
lived to a good old age, and saw four generations of descendants, All this is recorded in the Book of Job in 
the Old Testament. Of all the Hebrew writings, the Hebrew of this Book comes nearest to Arabic. The account 
given in the Biblical sources and the image that it projects of Prophet Job is decidedly different from that 
found in the Qur'an and the Hadith, which present him as a prophet and a brilliant example of dignified 
patience becoming of a great Prophet of Allah ever trustful in Him and His promises. Nothing could be further 
from the truth than saying that he lost his peace of mind or resorted to curses during the period of his trial. (R). 

2740. Job is the pattern of humility, patience, and faith in Allah. It was with these weapons that he fought 
and conquered evil. 

2741. Isma‘il is mentioned specially, apart from the line which descended through Isaac (21:72), as he 
was the founder of a separate and greater Ummah, His sufferings began in infancy, (see n. 160 to 2:158); 
but his steady constancy and submission to the will of Allah were specially shown when he earned the title 
of “Sacrifice to Allah", (see n. 2506 to 19:54), That was the particular quality of his constancy and patience. 

2742. For Idris see n. 2508 to 19:56. He wasyin a high station in life, but that did not spoil him, He 
was sincere and true, and that was the particular quality of his constancy and patience. 

2748. Dhu al Kifl would literally mean “possessor of, or giving, a double requital or portion’; or else, 
“one who used a cloak of double thickness,” that being one of the meanings of Kifl. The Commentators differ 
in opinion as to who is meant, why the title is applied to him, and the point of his being grouped with Ism@il 
and Idris for constancy and patience. I think the best suggestion is that afforded by Karsten Niebuhr in his 
Reisebeschretbung nach Arabien, Copenhagen, 1778, 2:264-266, as quoted in the Encyclopaedia of Islam under 
"Dhu al Kifl’. He visited Meshed ‘Ali in Iraq, and also the little town called Kefil, midway between Najaf 
and Hillah (Babylon). Kefil, he says, is the Arabic form of Ezekiel. The shrine of Ezekiel was there, and the 
Jews came to it on a pilgrimage. 

If we accept “Dhu al Kifl” to be not an epithet, but an Arabicised form of Ezekiel’, it fits the context. 
Ezekiel was a prophet in Israel who was carried away to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar after his second attack 
on Jerusalem (about B.C. 599). His Book is included in the English Bible (Old Testament). He was chained 
and bound, and put into prison, and for a time he was dumb, (Ezekiel, $:25-26). He bore it all with patience 
and constancy, and continued to reprove boldly the evils in Israel. In a burning passage he denounces false 
leaders in words which are eternally true: “Woe be to the shepherds of Israel that do feed themselves! Should 
not the shepherds feed the flocks? Ye eat the fat, and ye clothe you with the wool, you kill them that are 
fed: but ye feed not the flock. The diseased have yet not strengthened, neither have ye healed that which 
was sick, neither have ye bound up that which was broken. . "’, etc. (Ezekiel, 54:2-4). 

Dhu al Kifl is again mentioned in 38:48 along with Isma‘il and Elisha. 
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2744. Dhi al Nin, “the man of the Fish or the Whale’, is the title of Jonah (Ytinus), because he was 
swallowed by a large Fish or Whale. He was the prophet raised to warn the Assyrian capital Nineveh. For 
Nineveh see n. 1478 to 10:98. His story is told in $7:189-149. When his first warning was unheeded by the 
people, he denounced Allah's wrath on them. But they repented and Allah forgave them for the time being, 
Jonah, meanwhile, departed in wrath, discouraged at the apparent failure of his mission. He should have remained 
in the most discouraging circumstances, and relied on the power of Allah; for Allah had power both over 
Nineveh and over the Messenger He had sent to Nineveh. He went away to the sea and took a ship, but apparently 
the sailors threw him out as a man of bad omen in a storm. He was swallowed by a big Fish (or Whale), 
but in the depth of the darkness, he cried to Allah and confessed his weakness. The “darkness” may be interpreted 
both physically and spiritually; physically, as the darkness of the night and the storm and the Fish’s body; 
spiritually as the darkness in his soul, his extreme distress in the situation which he had brought on himself. 
Allah Most Gracious forgave him. He was cast out ashore; he was given the shelter of a plant in his state 
of physical and mental lassitude. He was refreshed and strengthened, and the work of his mission prospered, 
Thus he overcame all his disappointment by repentance and Faith, and Allah accepted him. 


2745. See 19:2-15, and 3:38-41, Zakariya was a priest; both he and his wife were devout and punctilious 
in their duties. They were old, and they had no son. He was troubled in mind, not so much by the vulgar 
desire to have a son to carry on his line, but because he felt that his people were not unselfishly devout, and 
there would be no sincere work for Allah unless he could train some one himself. He was given a son Yahya 
(John the Baptist), who added to the devout reputation of the family, for he is called “noble, chaste, and a 
prophet,” (3:39). All three, father, mother, and son, were made worthy of each other, and they repelled evil 
by their devout emulation in virtue: 


2746. ‘It is not that I crave a personal heir to myself; all things go back to Thee, and Thou art the best 
of inheritors: but I see no one around me sincere enough to carry on my work for Thee; wilt Thou give me 
one whom I can train?’ 
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C. 150.—No good deed is fruitless: work 
(21:94-112.) While yet there's time: for with Judgement 
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2747. Aslaha = to improve, to mend, to reform, to make better. Here, with reference to Zakariya’s wife, 
the signification is twofold; (1) that her barrenness would be removed, so that she could become a mother; 
and (2) her spiritual dignity should be raised in becoming the mother of John the Baptist; and by implication 
his also, in becoming the father of John, 

2748, Mary, the mother of Jesus, chastity was her special virtue; with a son of virgin birth, she and Jesus 
became a miracle to all nations, That was the virtue with which they (both Mary and Jesus) resisted evil. 

2749. Ummah: this is best translated by Brotherhood here. “Community’, “race”, and “nation”, and “people” 
are words which import other ideas and do not quite correspond to “Ummah'. “Religion” and “Way of Life’ 
are derived meanings, which could be used in other passages, but are less appropriate here. Our attention 
has been drawn to people of very different temperaments and virtues, widely different in time, race, language, 
surroundings, history, and work to be performed, but forming the closest brotherhood as being men and women 
united in the highest service of Allah. They pre-figure the final and perfected Brotherhood of Islam, 

2750. Allah's Message was and ever is one; and His Messengers treated it as one. It is people of narrower 
views who come later and trade on the earlier names, that break up the Message and the Brotherhood into 
jarring camps and sects (Cf, 23:52-53). 
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2751. Allah gives credit for every act of righteousness, however small: when combined with sincere Faith - 
in Allah, it becomes the stepping stone to higher and higher things. It is never lost. 


2752. But when wickedness comes to such a pass that the Wrath of Allah descends, as it did on Sodom, 
the case becomes hopeless. The righteous were warned and delivered before the Wrath descended. But thoe 
destroyed will not get another chance, as they flouted al) previous chances. They will only be raised at the 
approach of the Day of Judgement. 


2758. For Gog and Magog see n. 2439 to 18:94. Their geographical position was discussed in Appendix 
VI. Here I do not think we are concerned with their geographical position. The name stands for wild and 
lawless tribes who will break their barriers and swarm through the earth. This will be one of the prognostication 


of the approaching Judgement. 


2754. Cf. 14:42. 
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2755. The ultimate proof of Truth and Falsehood will be that Truth will endure and come to its own, 
while Falsehood will be destroyed. And so the men who worshipped Truth will come to their own, while those 
who worshipped Falsehood will be in a Fire of Punishment they could scarcely have irnagined before. In that 
state there will be nothing but regrets and sighs and groans, and these evil sounds will drown everything else. 


2756. In contrast to the misery of those who rejected Truth and Right, will be the happiness of those 


who accepted it. Their record does not lag behind: in fact it goes before. Our Deeds go before our journey 
in this life is completed. What then is Judgement? It is instantaneous: it will all be decided in the twinkling 
of an eye (16:77). The good will not hear the least sound of the groans of evil. Their true soul's desires will 
be fulfilled —not temporarily as in this world, but in a permanent form. 


2757. The Judgement and balancing of accounts will be a mighty Terror to the evil doers. But it will 


cause, to the righteous, not grief or anxiety, but hope and happiness, for now they will be in a congenial 
atmosphere, and will see the fulfilment of their ideals in the meeting and greeting of the angels, preparatory 
to their enjoyment of the supreme Bliss—seeing the Face of Allah. 
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2758. The world—the universe —as we know it, will be folded up like a scroll of parchment, for it will 
have done its work. If Allah created all this world out of nothing, He can create an entirely new heaven and 
a new earth, on a plane of which we can form no conception in our present life. And He will do so, for that 
is His promise. 

Some Commentators understand Sill to be the name of the Recording Angel who closes the Book of 
a man’s Deeds after the man’s death (Cf 39:67). 


109. But if they turn back, 
Say: “I have proclaimed 


2759. Zabiir: the Book of the Psalms of David. The name of David is expressly mentioned in connection 
with the Zabur in 4:163 and 17:55, although there the indefinite article is applied to the word as meaning 
a Book of Scripture, See Psalms 25:18, “his seed shall inherit the earth’: 37:11, "the meek shall inherit the 
earth” (quoted by Jesus in Matt. 5:5); and 37:29, “the righteous shall inherit the land.” (R). 


2760. The same promise occurs in the Pentateuch. Exod. $2:15. “they shall inherit it (the land) forever” 


2761. The culmination of Allah's Revelation is in the Qur'an, which confirms previous scriptures, corrects 
the errors which men introduced into them, and explains many points in detail for all who seek right worship 
and service to Allah—whether they inherit the previous Books (“People of the Book") or not. It is a universal 
Message. 


2762. There is no question now of race or nation, of a “chosen people” or the “seed of Abraham”; or 
the “seed of David”; or of Hindu Arya-varta; of Jew or Gentile, Arab or Ajam (Persian), Turk or Taytk, European 
or Asiatic, White or Coloured; Aryan, Semitic, Mongolian, or African; or American, Australian, or Polynesian. 
‘To all men and creatures other than men who have any spiritual responsibility, the principles universally apply. 


2763. ‘Not my God only, but also your God: for there is but One God, the Universal Lord, Who made 
and loves and cherishes all. 
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2764. ‘If you do not realise the significance of the Message, I at least have done my duty. I have given 
the Good News for the Righteous and the Warning for the Unjust, without favour or partiality, and without 
abating one jot of the truth, openly and squarely for all. Do not ask me when the Good News and the Warning 
will be fulfilled. That is for Allah to decide, not for me or for you to know’ 


2765. The Messenger of Allah freely and impartially teaches all how to carry out Allah's Will and live 
a good life. If some of them are hypocrites and come into the Ummah (Brotherhood) from baser motives and 
not the pure motives of the love of Allah, their motives and conduct will be judged by Allah and not by men. 


2766. In the same way if men who come into the Brotherhood from pure motives and yet feel aggrieved 
that those outside are better off from a worldly point of view, they are wrong. It may be that the fleeting 
enjoyment of this world’s goods is but a trial, and they should be grateful for being saved from temptation 


2767. See above, n. 2666 to 21:4. The better reading is “Say” in the imperative, rather than “He (the 
Prophet) said (or says)" in the indicative mood. Note that, on that construction, there are three distinct things 
which the Prophet is asked to say; vez.: (1) the statement in verses 109-111, addressed to those who turn away 
from the Message; (2) the prayer addressed to Allah in the first part of verse 112; and (3) the advice given 
indirectly to the Believers, in the second part of verse 112. I have marked these divisions by means of inverted 
commas. 


2768. That is, Allah's judgement as between the Teacher and those who refused the Message, or between 
the righteous and those who taunt them for their poverty, will be the true one, and both the Teacher and 
the Ummah must leave the judgement to Allah. 


2769. Blasphemy is a dreadful sin, We must guard ourselves from it, But as regards others, if we cannot 
prevent it, we must pray to Allah for assistance and not rely upon carnal weapons. 


Intro. to Stirah 22 820 


INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 22-—AL HAj/ 


We now come to a new series of four Siirahs, dealing with the environments and methods 
contributing to our spiritual progress, as the last five Sirahs dealt with the Messengers who came 
in various ways to proclaim the Truth and conquer evil. See Introduction to S. 17. 


The subject matter of this particular Sirah is concerned mainly with the spiritual implications 
of the Sacred House, the Pilgrimage, the Sacrifice, Striving and Fighting in defence of Truth when 
attacked, and other acts that make for Unselfishness and uproot Falsehood. 


On the chronology of this Sirah, opinion is divided. Some parts were probably revealed 
in the latter Makkan period, and some in Madinah. But the chronological question has no 
significance here. 


Summary —Importance of the spiritual Future, and need of firmness in Faith: help for 
Truth and punishment for Evil (22:1-25, and C. 15). 


Purity, Prayer, Humility, and Faith are implied in the Pilgrimage; in solemn Sacrifice we 
express our gratitude and reverence to Allah, and our desire to share food with our poorer brethren; 
Striving and Fighting in defence of Truth when attacked are necessary as tests of self-sacrifice 
(22:26-48, and C. 152). 

The promptings of Evil may hinder the work of Allah's Prophet, but that work must triumph, 
and the Mercy and Truth of Allah must be established; therefore serve Allah humbly, and He 
will protect- and Kelp”you (22:49-78, and C. 153). 


a C. 151.— Will not mankind take warning 
(22:1-25.) From the dreadful consequences of Evil 

Clearly proclaimed to them? Will they 

7 Dispute about Allah and the Life of the Future? 
They have only to look around and within them, 
And they will see vestiges of the Plan 
And Purpose of Allah, Let them not halt 
Between Good and Evil: Allah's Message as well 
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2770. As an introduction to the spiritual meaning of various symbolic acts in this life, the serious issues 
involved are indicated by showing how terrible the consequences will be for those who disobey Allah's Will 
The terror will only be for those who rebel and disobey: the righteous will not suffer from it, but on the contrary 
will be greeted by angels with joy (21:108). 


2771. Three metaphors are used for the extreme terror which the Awful Day will inspire. (1) No mother 
abandons the baby at her breast in the greatest danger; yet that will happen in this Dreadful Hour. (2) An 
expectant mother carries the young life within her with great pride and hope: “hope” is the actual word used 
in Urdu for this physical state; yet the terror will overpower the hope at this “Hour”, and nature's working 
will be reversed. (3) Men ordinarily retain their self-possession except under intoxicants; here, without intoxication, 
they will be driven to frenzy with terror. 


2772. Even after the warnings, there are men who are such fools as to turn away from Allah who created 
them and cherishes them with His love and care; they become outlaws in His Kingdom, making friends with 
Evil, which is a rebel in Allah's Kingdom. 
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2773. If they really have doubts in their minds about the life after death, they have only to turn their 
attention, either to their own nature, or to the nature around. How wonderful is their own physical growth, 
from lifeless matter, to seed, fertilised ovum, fetus, child, youth, age, and death! How can they doubt that 
the Author of all these wonderful stages in their life here can also give them another kind of life after the 
end of this life? Or, if they look at external nature, they see the earth dead and barren, and Allah's fertilising 
showers bring it to life, growth, and beauty in various forms. The Creator of this great pageant of Beauty 
can surely create yet another and a newer world. 


2774. The stages of a man’s physical growth from nothing till he completes the cycle of this life are described 
in words whose accuracy, beauty, and comprehensiveness can only be fully understood by biologists. Parallel 
to the physical growth, may be understood man’s inner growth, also by stages and by Allah's creative artistry, 


2775. Thatis, a male or a female child, a fair or an ugly child, a good or a rebellious child, etc. , involving 
countless mysteries of genetics and heredity. 


2776, Cf 16:70. In that passage the mystery of our life was used to illustrate Allah's abundant mercies 
and favours to us. Here it is used to illustrate Allah’s power in giving us a future Life of even greater promise 
(see also 40:67). 


2777. A beautiful nature passage so pregnant in meaning that the earnest student wonders what magic 
and truth have been conveyed in so few words. M. P’s Egyptian colleague, Prof. Ghamrawi (see M. P's note 
on this passage) was but expressing the feelings of every careful student of the Qur'an, The “subtlety and wealth 
of meaning” are indeed marvellous. 
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2778. All these beautiful and well-articulated pageants of life and nature point to the Reality behind 
them, 1.¢.. Allah. They will perish, but He is eternal. They are but shadows; the substance (if such a word 
may be used) is in Him. They are shifting and illusory, in the sense that they have neither permanency nor 
independent existence. But they have a sort of secondary reality in the sense in which a shadow is a real reflection 
from substance. No Power or Existence has any meaning except. as a reflection of Allah's ineffable Glory. 


2779. For “Book of Enlightenment” see $:184 and n. 490. I understand "knowledge’’ to mean here their 
human knowledge or intelligence, “guidance” to mean divine guidarice, such as comes from Allah or prophets 
of Allah or a revelation from Allah, and the “Book of Enlightenment” to mean the fundamental guide to 
good conduct, the clear rules laid down in all Dispensations to help»men lead good lives. The “Book of 
Enlightenment” may mean a revealed Book in which case “Guidance’ would refer to divine guidance through 
a prophet of Allah. (R). 


2780. Some Commentators think this refers to Abii Jahl, but the words are perfectly general, and this 
type of man is common in all ages. The same may be said about verse $ above: Commentators give the immediate 
reference to one al Nadr ibn ai Harith. 


2781. “What you suffer is the consequence of your own sinful deeds; Allah is just; He is mot unjust in 
the least to any of His creatures’ (R). 
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2782. They are men whose minds are not firm: they will have faith, if all goes well with them, but as 
soon as they are tried, they are found wanting. They differ from hypocrites. It is not fraud or double dealing 
that is their sin: it isa weak mind, petty standards of judging right by success, a selfishness that gives nothing 
but asks for all, a narrow-mindedness that does not go beyond petty mundane calculations —a “nicely calculated 
less or more’’ of the good things of this world. They fail in both worlds and their failure in this world is patent 
for every on-looker. » 


2783. To such minds religion does not mean high endeavour, self-sacrifice for noble ends, the recognition 
of Allah's infinite world, but just a small concession to formalism, perhaps a present to an idol (literal or 
figurative), perhaps attendance at worship if it can be done without trouble! It is false gods they worship, 
and the more they worship, the more they stray. 


2784. Such false worship is not always neutral, bringing neither harm nor good. Perhaps the harm comes 
first, and there is no help from Allah, Such minds are themselves demoralised, and render themselves unfit 


for help! 


2785. Allah is both true to His promise, and He has power to give full effect to His Will and Plan. 
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2786. There is some difference of opinion as to the interpretation of this verse. Most Commentators are 
agreed that the pronoun “him” in the second line (“will not help him”) refers to the Holy Prophet, and that 
the any” in the first line refers to his enemies, who wished to see him destroyed and removed from the scene 
of his labours.. Ibn ‘Abbas, whom I have followed here, and whom a great number of Commentators follow, 
construes the later clauses in the sense given in the text. Freely paraphrased, it means: if the enemies of Allah's 
Messenger are enraged at his successes, let them fix a rope to their ceiling and hang themselves. Samd’ is thus 
tendered by the word “ceiling”. If Sam@' is rendered by the word “heaven"' (the usual meaning), the paraphrase 
would be: if the enemies of Allah's Messenger are enraged at the help he gets from heavens, let them stretch 
arope to heaven and see if they can cut off the help that way!—in other words, they are fools if they think 
they can intercept Allah's help by their petty devices! 


2787, Instead of plotting against Allah's Messenger, the Unbelievers should observe the Clear Signs which 
he has brought and obey and follow the Guidance which comes from Allah according to the Laws which He 
has fixed by His Holy Will and Plan. 


2788.. For Sabians, see n. 76 to 2:62. They are also referred to in 5:69. In both those passages, the Muslims 
are mentioned with the Jews, Christians, and Sabians, as receiving Allah's protection and mercy. Here, besides 
the four religions, there is further mention of Magians and Polytheists: it is not said that they would receive 
Allah's Mercy, but only that Allah will judge between the various forms of faith. (R) 


2789. This is the only place where the Magians (Majus) are mentioned in the Qur'an. Their cult is a 
very ancient one, They consider Fire as the purest and noblest element, and worship it as a fit emblem of 
Allah. Their location was the Persian and Median uplands and the Mesopotamian valleys, their religion was 
teformed by Zardusht (date uncertain, about B.C. 600?). Their scripture is the Zend-Avesta, the bible of the 
Parsis, They were “the Wise men of the East” mentioned in the Gospels. (R). 


2790. Cf 21:79, and n. 2733. All created things, animate and inanimate, depend on Allah for their existence, 
and this dependence can be construed as their Sayda or bowing down in worship. Their very existence proclaims 
their dependence. How can they be objects of worship? For hagqga in this verse’, Cf 15:64, -n. 1990. 
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C. 152.—For our spiritual growth are provided 
(22:26-48.) Symbols and means of expression in our ordinary 
Lives, Such is the pilgrimage, meant 
To gather men and women from far and near 
To share in sacrifice, and prayer and praise, 
In an age-old centre of worship. The sacrifices, 
Too, are symbols of Piety of Heart, 
A longing to share with fellow-men 
In the bounties of Allah. In the Fight for Truth 
- Is tested our purity of motive, unselfishness 
Of aim, and devotion to Right at the cost 
Of Self. Fearless must we fight: for Truth 
Has often been flouted, but must finally win. 


2795. In 22:14 above, was described the meed of the Righteous as compared with the time-servers and 
those who worshipped false gods (ux 10-15); here we have the case of those who were persecuted, abused, prevented 
from entering the Ka‘bah and deprived of all that makes life smooth, agreeable, and comfortable. For them 
the meed is described in metaphors that negative all these afflictions: costly adornments (as against being 
itripped of home and property), purity of speech (as against the abuse they received), the Path of the Lord 
of Praise (as againse the fierce and malignant persecution to which they were subjected) (see also 18:51 and $5.33) 


2796. All these were enormities of which the Pagan clique in power in Makkah were guilty before and 
during the Hijrah. 
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2797. The site of Makkah was granted to Abraham (and his son Ismiijl) for a place of worship that was 


to be pure (without idols, the worship being paid:to Allah, the One True God) and universal, without being 
reserved (like Solomon's Temple of later times) to any one People or Race. (R). 


2798. Cf. 2-125. Note that here che word g@iniin (who stand up for prayer) occurs in place of ‘ahifin 
(who use it as a retreat), In practice the meaning is the same. Those who go for a retreat to the Kabah say 
there for the time being, 


2799. When the Pilgrimage was proclaimed, people came to it from every quarter, near and far, on foot 
and mounted. The “lean camel” coming after a fatiguing journey through distant mountain roads typifies 
the difficulties of travel, which Pilgrims disregard on account of the temporal and spiritual benefits referred 
to in the next verse. 


2800. There are benefits both for this our material life and for our spiritual life, Of the former kind 
are those associated with social intercourse which furthers trade and increases knowledge. Of the latter kind 
are the opportunities of realising some of our spiritual yearnings in sacred associations that go back to the 
most ancient times, Of both kinds may be considered the opportunities which the Pilgrimage provides for 
strengthening our international Brotherhood. 


2801, The three special days of Hajj are the 8th, 9th. and 10th of the month of Dhu al Hijjah, and the 
two or three subsequent days of Tashriq: see the rites explained in n. 217 to 2;)197. But we may ordinarily 
include the first ten days of Dhu al Hijjah in the term. 


2802. The great day of commemorative Sacrifice (‘Id al Adha) is the 10th of Dhu al Hijjah: the meat 
then killed is meant to be eaten for food and distributed to the poor and needy. (R) 
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2808. Tafath—the superfluous growth on one’s body, such as nails, hair, etc,, which is not permitted to 
remove in Jhram. These may be removed on the 10th day, when the Hajj is completed: that is the rite of 
completion. 


2804. The spirit of Pilgrimage is not completed by the performance of the outward rites. The Pilgrim 
should carry in mind some vow or spiritual service and endeavour to perform it. Then comes the final Taud/, 


2805. The general food prohibitions will be found in 2:178, 5:4-5, and 6:12], 198-146. They are meant 
for health and cleanliness, but the worst abominations to shun are those of false worship and false speech. 
Here the question is about food during Pilgrimage. Lawful meat but not game is allowed. 


2806. A parable full of meaning. The man who falls from the worship of the One True God. is like a 
man who falls from heaven. His being taken up with false objects of worship is like the falling man being 
picked up in the air by birds of prey. But the false objects of worship cannot hold him permanently in their 
grip. A fierce blast of wind-—the Wrath of Allah — comes and snatches him away and throws him into a place 
far, far away from any place he could have imagined into the hell of those who defied Allah. (R). 


2807. Sha ‘@'tr, symbols, signs, marks by which something is known to belong to some particular body 
of men, such as flags. In 2:158 the word was applied to Safi and Marwah: see n. 160 there. Here it seems 
to be applied to the rites of sacrifice. Such sacrifice is symbolic: it should betoken dedication and piety of 
heart. See below, 22:57. 
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2808. In them: in cattle, or animals offered for sacrifice. It is quite true that they are useful in many 
ways to man, ¢ g, camels in desert countries are useful as mounts or for carrying burdens, or for giving milk, 
and so for horses and oxen; and camels and oxen are also good for meat, and camel's hair can be woven 
into cloth; goats and sheep also yield milk and meat, and hair or wool. But if they are used for sacrifice, 
they become symbols by which men show that they are willing to give up some of their own benefits for the 
sake of satisfying the needs of their poorer brethren. 


2809. la. = towards, near, The actual sacrifice is not performed in the Ka'bah, but at Mini, five or 
six miles off, where the Pilgrims encamp: see n. 217 to. 2:197, Thumma = then, finally, in the end; 1, after 
all the rites have been performed, Tawaf, Safa, and Marwah, and ‘Arafat. 


2810. This is the true end: of sacrifice, not propitiation of higher powers, for Allah is One, and He dos 
not delight in flesh or blood (22:37), but a symbol of thanksgiving to Allah by sharing meat with fellow-men, 
The solemn pronouncement of Allah's name over the sacrifice is an.essential part of the rite. 


2811, The good news: t.¢., the Message of Allah, that He will accept in us che sacrifice of self for the 
benefit of our fellow-men. 
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2812. Some qualities of Allah's devotees are mentioned here, in ascending order: (1) Humility before Allah 
takes them receptive, and prepares them to listen to Allah's Message; (2) fear of Allah, which is akin to love, 
touches their heart, and penetrates through their inmost being; (5) they are not afraid of anything in mortal 
life; they take their trials patiently, and they go on in a course of righteousness with constancy, (4) their prayer 
how is not a matter of form, but a real communion with Allah, with a sense of confidence such as a faithful 
servant feels in the presence of a kind and loving master; and (5) gratitude to Allah, as shown by practical 
acts of charity to all fellow-creatures. 


2813. See n. 2808 to 22:58 above. What was expressed in general terms is applied here more particularly 
to camels, the most precious and useful animals of Arabia, whose mode of slaughter for sacrifice is different 
from that of smaller animals: the special word for such sacrifice is Nahr (108;2). 

2814. There are ethics in begging, as in charity. No approval is given to arrogant and insolent begging. 
though the relief of distress of all kinds, deserved and undeserved, is included in charity, But those who beg 
with hurnility and those who receive gifts with gratitude and contentment are both mentioned for special 
attention, Charity should not be given for show, or to get rid of importunate demands. It should find out 
real needs and meet them, 


2815. The esence of sacrifice has been explained in n. 2810. No one should suppose that meat or blood 
is acceptable to the One True God: It was a Pagan fancy that Allah could be appeased by blood sacrifice. 
But Allah does accept the offering of our hearts, and as a symbol of such offer, some visible institution is 
necessary. He has given us power over the brute creation, and permitted us to eat meat, but only if we pronounce 
His name at the solemn act of taking life, for without this solemn invocation, we are apt to forget the sacredness 
of life. By the invocation we are reminded that wanton cruelty is not in our thoughts, but only the need of 
food. Now if we further deny ourselves the greater part of the food (some theologians fix the proportion at 
three-quarters or two-thirds) for the sake of our poorer brethren in solemn assembly in the precincts of the 
Haram (sacred territory), our symbolic act finds practical expression in benevolence, and that is the virtue 
sought to be taught. We should be grateful to Allah for His guidance in this matter, in which many Peoples 
have gone wrong, and we should proclaim the true doctrine, so that virtue and charity may increase among men. 
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2816. Several translators have failed to notice that yug@taliina (in the best-approved texts) is in the passive 
voice, “against whom war is made’— not “who take arms against the unbelievers” as Sale translates it. The 
clause “and verily. .their aid’ is parenthetical. Verse 40 connects on with “they are wronged” The wrong 
is indicated: ‘driven by persecution from their home, for no other reason than that they worshipped the One 
True God’, This was the first occasion on which fighting — in self-defence — was permitted, This passage therefore 
undoubtedly dates from Madinah. 


~ 2817, Cf 2:251, where the expression is used in connection with David's fight against the Philistines, To 
allow a righteous people to fight against a ferocious and mischief-loving people was fully justified. But the 
justification was far greater here, when the little Muslim community was not only fighting for its own existence 
against the Makkan Quraysh, but for the very existence of the Faith in the One True God. They had as much 
right to be in Makkah and worship in the Ka'bah as the other Quraysh; yet they were exiled for their Faith 
It affected not the faith of one particular people. The principle involved was that of all worship, Jewish or 
Christian as well as Muslim, and of all foundations built for pious uses. 





Sirah 22: Al Hajj 833 


41. 


Exalted in Might,**"* 
(Able to enforce His Will). 


(They are) those who, 
If We establish them 
In the land, establish 
Regular prayer and give 


_ Regular charity, enjoin 


\ The right and forbid wrong:*** 


With Allah rests the end 
(And decision) of (all) affairs. 


If they treat thy (mission) 

As false, so did the Peoples 

Before them (with their 
Prophets) — **?° 

The People of Noah, 

The ‘Ad and Thamid; 


48. Those of Abraham and Lit; 


44. And the Companions**! 


Of the Madyan people; 

And Moses was rejected 

(In the same way), But I 
Granted respite to the Unbelievers, 
And (only) after that 

Did I punish them: _ 

But how (terrible) was 

My rejection (of them)!**#* 


. How many populations have We 


Destroyed, which were given 
To wrongdoing? They tumbled: 
down2#23 


Sun 
ay 


Pos [teers 
iis, ae 
ac ai Btn €. 


sail ° pe 
praayeyy yal lyn ai, 


B5Sal5 OD 
Fa, 4 Cf, Sie 
dsSyslege pes 
AI 72 ie, Pol 
DSeSremiless 
Ges, & 


RA oe ee <: } 


Spas 9-44 


ree nari ie 





_ 2818. Ariz means Exalted in power, rank, dignity; Incomparable; Full of might and majesty; Able to 
enforce His Will. The last signification is the one that predominates here (Cf 22:74). 


2819. “Enjoining the right and forbidding the wrong” is an essential duty of the Muslim Ummah and 
one of the main purposes for which it has been raised. (See 3-104, 110; 9:71, 111-112). (Eds) 


~ 2820. It is nothing new if the Prophet of Allah is accused of imposture. This was done in all ages: eg , 
Noah (7:64); HUd the prophet of the ‘Ad people (7:66); Salih the prophet of the Thamiid (7:76); Abraham 
(2:55); Lat (7:82); Shu'aib the prophet of the Madyan people (7:85) and also of the Companions of the Wood 
(15:78). The case of Moses is mentioned apart, as his people survived to the time of our Prophet and survive 
to the present, and they frequently rebelled against Moses (2:49-61). 


2821. Were they the same as the Companions of the Wood? See n. 2000 to 15:78. 


2822. My Wrath on them, andthe complete reversal of their fortune in consequence (Cf 34:45 and 35:26). 


2823. The roofs fell in first, and the whole structure, walls and all, came tumbling after, as happens 
in ruins. The place was turned upside down 
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C. 153, —The power of Evil is in insidious suggestions: 
(22:49-78.) They are only a trial to those whose hearts 
Are inclined to evil, but Truth doth shine 
The nobler for the Believers, by the grace 


2824. In a dry country like Arabia, a well stands as a symbol for a living, flourishing population. and 
many place-names mean “the well of so-and-so” ¢.g., Bir ‘All, a village just south of Madinah, the quality 
of whose drinking water is famous, or Abyar Ibn Hassan, a noted stopping place on the road from Makiah 
to Madinah, about 92 miles from Madinah. 


2825. The word for “heart” in Arabic speech imports both the seat of intelligent faculties and understanding 
as well as the seat of affections and emotions. Those who reject Allah's Message may have their physical eyes 
and ears, but their hearts are blind and deaf, If their faculties of understanding were active, would they not 
see the Signs of Allah’s Providence and Allah's Wrath in nature around them and in the cities, and ruins if 


they travel intelligently? 


2826. if Allah gives respite, those to whom it is given have a real chance of repentance and amendmeat 
He will not curtail His promise of respite. But on the other hand He has promised to call everyone to account 
for his deeds, and this involves justice and punishment for sin. This promise will also come true. It is foolish 
to try to hasten it. Time with Him is nothing. We keep count of time for our relative calculations. His existence 
is absolute, and not conditioned by Time or Place. What we call a thousand years may be nothing more this 
a day or a minute to Him (Cf 26;204 and 57:176). 


2827. The argument begun in 22:45 is now rounded off and closed. 





Sirah 22: Al Hajj 835 Bal) Eeelels 
And guidance of Allah. Martyrs who give 

Their all in the cause of Allah will find 

A provision ample and eternal. The finest 

And subtlest mysteries are but proofs of the goodness 

Of Allah. Dispute not about rites and ceremonies: 

Follow the Straight Way. Seek for worship 

The Only True God, and strive in His service, 

That ye may be witnesses among men 

To Allah's Truth, as the Prophet is a witness to you, 


SECTION 7, 
49. Say: “O men! I am 


(Sent) to you only to give 
A clear warning:**** 


tI LOIEE & 


50. “Those who believe and work DA en spare ae 
Righteousness, for them USA MOA FA le Sols ‘0: 


Is forgiveness and a sustenance 
Most, generous.**?9 


5. “But those who strive 
Against Our Signs, to frustrate?**® 


Zo HBL *2 ea 


ReSGisianicd 


setsealaci & 


Companions of the Fire.” Leiiatad AD) 
52. Never did We send A teh 8 ich [5 5 

A messenger or a prophet 

Before thee, but, when he $00 a b RF 74S 

x ; 

Framed a desire, Satan £sGgsheyein 

Threw some (vanity)*"*! ug iollis Lai » “se 

Into his desire: but Allah edtcl the Sil 


Will cancel anything (vain) 
That Satan throws in, 


4 , SN hb aiRaG Pes 


1828. It is the Messenger’s duty to convey the warning in the clearest terms to the wicked. It is not part 
of his duty to coerce them or judge them, or bring on the Punishment for them. That only rests with Allah. 
But the warning itself is full of Mercy: for it gives the highest hope to the repentant sinner who turns and 
comes to Allah. 





2829, The “sustenance” must be construed in the widest sense, spiritual as well as intellectual and physical. 
The reward of righteousness is far more generous than any merit there may be in the creature following the 
Will of his Creator. 


2850. It will not be in their power to frustrate Allah's Plan; all they will do is to go further and further 
down in their spiritual state, deeper and deeper into their Hell, (Cf 34:5). 


283]. Prophets and messengers (the distinction is explained in n. 2503 ro 19°51) are but human. Their 
actions are righteous and their motives pure. but in judging things from a human point of view, the suggestion 
may come to their mind (from Satan) that it would be good to have power or wealth or influence for furthering 
Allatis cause, or that it may be good to conciliate some faction which may be irreconcilable. In fact, in Allah's 
Plan, it may be the opposite. Allah, in His mercy and inspiration, will cancel any false or vain suggestions 
of this kind, and confirm and strengthen His own Commands and make known His Will in His Signs or revelations. 
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2852. This clause and the similar clause at the end of the next verse are parenthetical, 


2853. Lf any suggestion comes to the human mind that is not in accordance with Allah's Will and Plan, 
it has two opposite effects: to evil minds it is a trial and a temptation from the Evil One, bet to the mind 
well-instructed in Faith, it stands self-condemned at once, and becomes a means of strengthening the Faith 
and stimulating redoubled efforts to conform to the Will of Allah. 


2834. Cf 2:10. I understand the “disease in the heart" to be an earlier state of curse, which leads in 
an intensified form to a complete “hardening of the heart”. 


2835. The last clause in the last verse was parenthetical, Treat this clause as paralle) with the first clause 
in verse 53, “that he may make”, etc. Both will then connect with “Allah will confirm (and establish) His Signi” 
in verse 52, See n. 2883 above, 


2836. The penalty of deliberately rejecting Faith is that the person doing so closes the channels of Mercy 
that flow from Allah. He will always be subject to doubts and supemtitions, until the time comes when all 
earthly scales fall from his spiritual eyes. But then there will be no time for Repentance: it will be two late 
to profit by the guidance of Allah given through Revelation. 
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2837. Such power as Evil has over those who yield to it (17:62-64) will then be gone, as the respite granted 
to Satan will be over. and Allah's Kingdom will be established. 


| 2838. Rizg: sustenance, provision. | have preferred the latter word here. because after death we can only 
think of rizq in a large metaphorical sense, 1.¢., all the provision necessary to equip the person for a Full and 
happy Future Life, and also, I think. a provision for his dependants and near and dear ones in this life. (R). 


» 2839. Martyrdom is the sacrifice of life in the service of Allah. Its reward is therefore even greater than 
that of an ordinarily good life. The martyrs sins are forgiven by the very act of martyrdom, which implies 
service and self-surrender in che highest sense of the word. Allah knows all his past life but will forbear from 
calling him to account for things that should strictly come into his account 
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2840. Ordinarily Muslims are enjoined to bear injuries with patience and return good for evil (25:96), 
But there are occasions when human feelings get the better of our wise resolutions, or when, in a sate ol 
conflict or war, we return “as good as we get”. In that case our retaliation is permissible, provided the injury 
we inflict is not greater than that we receive. After such retaliation, we are even, but if the other side again 
acts aggressively and goes beyond all bounds in attacking us, we are entitled to protection from Allah in pie 
of all our faults; for Allah is One that blots out our sins, and forgives again and again. 


2841. To some it may appear strange or even irreconcilable that Allah should be both Merciful and Jus: 
that He should both protect His devotees and yet ask for their self-sacrifice; that he should command them 
eto return good for evil, and yet permit retaliation under certain restrictions. But such thoughts are shor: 
sighted. Do they not see many inconsistencies in all Life, all Nature, and all Creation? Why, even in sth 
simple phenomena as Night and Day, the one merges into the other, and no one can tell when precisely the 
one begins and the other ends. Yet we can see in a rough sort of way that the one gives rest and the other 
activity, that the one reveals the beauties of the starry heavens and the other the splendour of the sun. Is 
countless ways we can see there the wisdom and the fine artistry of Allah. And there are subtle nuances and 
mergings in nature that our intelligence can hardly penetrate. Now human life and human relations are far 
more complicated, and it is Allah alone Who can see all the subtle distinctions and hear the cries of all Hi 
creatures, in a world which Tennyson described as “red in tooth and claw” (C/. 35:13). 


2842. The emphatic construction calls attention to the fact that Allah is the only abiding Reality. All 
else is like shadows that will pass away (Cf 31:30). 


2843. See n. 2841 above Our vain imaginings, groundless doubts, foolish subtleties, and false worship 
should all give place to trust and faith in the one and only Reality. 





2844. Latif, asa name of Allah, is as difficult to define in words as the idea it seeks to represent is difficult 
to grasp in our minds. It implies: (1) fine, subtle (the basic meaning); (2) so fine and subtie as to be impercepribie 
to human sight; (3) so pure as to be incomprehensible; (4) with sight so perfect as to see and understand the 
finest subtleties and mysteries (Cf 35:54); (5) so kind and gracious as to bestow gifts of the most refined kind, 
extraordinarily gracious and understanding. No. 4 is the predominant meaning here and in 12:100; Nos. 2 
and 3 in 6:105; and No, 5 in 42:19; but every shade of meaning must be borne in mind in each case, a4 
subsidiary factor in the spiritual melody. 
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With thee on the matter, 





2845. Each of the verses 22:61:65 mentioned two attributes of Allah with reference to the contents of 
| that verse This verse now sums up the whole argument, and the two attributes with which it closes sum up 
the idea by which we can understand Allah's goodness. Allah's loving kindness and mercies are not like those 
of buman creatures who all depend upon one another, and often expect some kindness or recognition in return. 
Allab is above all wants and depends in no way whatever on His creatures, His mercies have therefore a special 
quality, which we cannot describe except by gratefully singing the praises of Allah. Cf 2:267. 


2846. Land and sea have been made subject to man by Allah's command. so that man can develop his 
fife freely on earth. 
~ 2847. Sam@' means (1) something high, (2) a roof, a ceiling, (5) the sky, the canopy of heaven, (4) cloud 
or rain. | understand the last meaning here. though most authorities seem to render it by some such word 
a “sky” If we understand rain here. we have a complete picture of the three elements in which man lives — 
land, air and sea. Raimis also appropriate for mention with Allah's kindness and mercy, He regulates the 
rain for man's benefit. 


2848. Rives and ceremonies may appear to be an unimportant matter compared with “weightier matters 
ofthe Law" and with the higher needs of man’s spiritual nature. But they are necessary for social and religious 
organisation, and their effect on the individual himself is not to be despised. In any case; as they are visible 
external symbols, they give rise to the most heated controversies. Such controversies are to be deprecated. That 
does not mean that our rites and ceremonies are to be made light of. Those in Islam rest on the highest social 
and religious needs of man, and if we are convinced that we are on the Right Way, we should invite all to 
join us, without entering into controversies about such matters. 
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2849. “You are only wrangling about matters about which you have no knowledge nor any deep religion 
feeling. The springs of your conduct are all open before Allah, and He will judge you’ 


2850. “You not only find fault with the very few and simple rites and ceremonies in Islam: you, outside 
Islam, have no rites and ceremonies which you are yourselves agreed upon, either as Christians or as jew, 
or one compared with the other’ 


2851. We human beings can only think of knowledge being accurately and permanently preserved by 
means of a record. Allah's knowledge has all the qualities of a perfect record, and it is moreover complty 
and comprehensive. This is not difficult for Him from whom flows all knowledge and intelligence (Cf. 27:74-7) 


2852. When plain common:sense shows the absurdity of false worship, behind which there is neither 
knowledge, intelligence, nor authority (quite the contrary), who or what can help the false misguided creature 
who dishonour Allah by false worship? 


2853. Munkar- (1) a refusal to accept something offered; (2) a denial of something stated or pointed out) 
(3) a feeling of disapproval or active aversion, or disgust. 


[ Sirah 22: Al Hajj 841 Blue sees 


(Far) worse than these Signs?™*** ie Weeks *% 
It is the Fire (of Hell)! SUS SF at 
Allah has promised it Sesser rrrs 

To the Unbelievers! (Sool 30900 

ss . * ° s Pata zi s 

And evil is that destination! 7 Woks 
SECTION 10. 

73. ® ment Here is Joi Gly $ 


A parable set forth! 


Listen to it! Those Al} iisS (ees Soa Barto 
On whom, besides Allah, 
Ye call, cannot create 
_ (Even) a fly, if they all titer MN <5 
~ Met together for the purpose! a Bre of Fo Bt Phe % 
And if the fly should snatch 4) yaa Ine lala) 
c 


Away anything from them, ‘ , Seas 
They would. have no power adit a at es 


To release it from the fly. 


Feeble are those who petition**** as. 2s 23 b+) 
And those whom they petition! 

74, No just estimate have they 7 t- A 
Made of Allah: for Allah 22) > as wills np 
Is He Who is strong zo $6. sf 8 
And able to carry out mE—S3 
His Will.*** 

75. Allah chooses Messengers***” ae =>. We pais 
From angels and from men ail 
For Allah is He Who hears Bo ew YO 7 c As er 
And sees (all things).?* OTN Kae v 

76. He knows what is before them Scere Vite 
And what is behind them: wee ee ZAG AS gry 





2854. There is irony here. “You think Allah's revelations and Signs are distasteful to you! There will be 
something far more distasteful to you if you do not repent! What do you say to the inevitable Punishment?’ 


2855. Both idols and their worshippers are poor, foolish, feeble creatures! 


2856. No one who descends to the base forms of false worship can have a true idea of Allah. Allah has 
all power, and He is fully able to carry out every part of His Will and Plan. He is exalted above all in power 
and dignity. Cf 22:40 and n. 2818 for the full meaning of ‘Aziz (see also 26:9), 

* 

2857. Men are chosen as Messengers to ordinary men; for ordinary men will not be able to understand 
and be in communion with beings so refined as angels. But angels are sent as Messengers to Allah's chosen 
prophets, to convey the Message from time to time. In either case they are chosen by Allah, are subject to 
Allah's Will, and should not be worshipped as gods. 


2858. As Allah regards the humblest of His creatures and hears their prayer, He sends men messengers 
out of their own brethren (see last note), and to such messengers He communicates the highest spiritual Truths 
through His angels. 
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2859. Time, before or behind, may be of some importance to men. They may dispute as to what «a 
the first Message, and what is the last Message. To Allah this question of priority and posteriority is of no 
consequence. All questions go back ultimately to him and are judged on their merits. 


2860. Prosper: in a spiritual sense, both in this life and the Hereafter. 


2861, As far as the striving is concerned with Jihad in the narrow sense, see the limitations in n. 204 
to 2:190 and n. 205 to 2:19), But the words are perfectly general and apply to all true and unselfish striving 
for spiritual good. 


2862. The Jews were hampered by many restrictions, and their religion was racial, Christianity, as originally 
preached, was a hermit religion: “sell whatsoever thou hast” (Mark 10:21): “take no thought for the morrow’ 
(Matt. 6:34). Islam, as originally preached, gives freedom and full play to man’s faculties of every kind. kt 
is universal, and claims to date from Adam: father Abraham is mentioned as the great Ancestor of those among 
whom Islam was first preached (jews, Christians, and Arab Quraysh). 


2863. Before: see Abraham's prayer in 2:128. Jn this revelation: in this very verse, as well as in other places 
2864. See 2:148, and notes 145 and 144. As the Prophet is a guide and exemplar among us, so Muslim 


ought to be exemplars amongst mankind, The best witness to Allah's Truth are those who show its light is 
their lives. 
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INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 23—AL MU’MINUN 


This Siirah deals with the virtues which are the seed-bed of Faith, especially in an environment 
in which Truth is denied and its votaries insulted and persecuted. But Truth is One and must 
prevail. Those who do wrong will be filled with vain regrets when it is too late for repentance. 


It belongs to the late Makkan period. 


Summary.— Faith, coupled with humility in prayer, charity, abstinence from vanity and 
from indulgence in appetites, and strict probity, must lead to final success, even though people 
mock and accuse the righteous of false motives, as did the contemporaries of Noah, of Moses, 
and of Jesus (23:1-50, and C. 154). 


The prophets of Allah and the righteous form one Brotherhood, but those who make schisms 
and refuse to believe have ample evidence pointing to Truth and the goodness and greatness of 
Allah (28:51-92, and C. 155). 


Evil must be repelled by goodness and faith in Allah; for the future life is sure, and those 
who disbelieve will wish for another chance when it is too late (23:93-118, and C. 156). 


C. 154.—Faith leads to humility, avoidance 

(23:1-50.) Of vanity in word and deed, charity, 
Continence, faithful observance 
Of trusts and covenants, and devout 
Approach to Allah—surest steps 
To Bliss. Man carries in himself 
Proofs of Allah's Providence; the same 
Story is told if he looks at nature 
Around him; and the long line of Teachers 
Sent by Allah shows Allah's special care 
Of humanity, What though they were 
Rejected and scorned, maligned and persecuted? 
Allah's Truth won through, as it always will. 
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2865. Aflaha: win through, prosper, succeed, achieve their aims or obtain salvation from sorrow and all 
evil, This verse connects on with verses 10 and 1] below, The success or victory may come in this world, but 
is certain and lasting in the world to come. 


2866. Humility in prayer as regards (1) their estimate of their own worth in Allah's presence, (2) as regards 
their estimate of their own powers or strength unless they are helped by Allah, and (5) as regards the petitions 
they offer to Allah. 


2867. The Muslim must guard himself against every kind of sex abuse or sex perversion. The new psychology 
associated with the name of Freud traces many of our hidden motives to sex, and it is common knowledge 
that our refinement or degradation may be measured by the hidden workings of our sex instincts. But even 
the natural and lawful exercise of sex is restricted to the marriage bond, under which the rights of both parties 
are duly regulated and maintained. 


2868. This is further explained and amplified in 4:25. It will be seen there thar the status of a captive 
when raised to freedom by marriage is the same as that of a free woman as regards her rights, but more lenient 
as regards the punishment to be inflicted if she falls from virtue. 
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2869. Trusts may be express or implied. Express crusts are those where property is entrusted or duties 
are assigned by some one to some other whom he trusts, to carry out either immediately or in specified 
contingencies, such as death. Implied trusts arise out of power, or position, or opportunity; ¢.g., a king holds 
his kingdom on trust from Allah for his subjects: the Afghan official phrase for their kingdom used to be 
Dewlat- + Khuda-dad('God-given kingdom’). The subject of covenants, express and implied, has been discussed 
inh 682 to 5:1. Covenants create obligations, and express and implied trusts and covenants taken together 
tover the whole field of obligations. 


2870. In verse 2 we were directed to the spirit of humility and earnestness in our prayers, Here we are 
told how necessary the habit of regular prayer is to our spiritual well-being and developement, as it brings 
ws closer to Allah, and thus sums up the light of the seven jewels of our Faith, vrz.; (1) humility, (2) avoidance 
of vanity, (5) charity, (4) sex purity, (5) fidelity to trusts, and (6) to covenants, and (7) an earnest desire to 
get closer to Allah. 

2871. Cf. 21:105, where it is said that the righteous will inherit the earth. In the first verse of this Sirah, 
the final success or victory is referred to. Truth will prevail even on this earth, but it may not be for any individual 
men of righteousness to see it: it may be in the time of their heirs and successors. But in the life to come, 
there is no doubt that every man will see the fruit of his life here, and the righteous will mAert heaven, in 
the sense that they will attain it after cheir death here. 

2872. In this beautiful passage, Allah's creative work, as far as man is concerned, is recapitulated, in 
order to show man's real position in this life, and the certainty of the future: to which he was referred for 
his reward in verses 10-11 above. For the various stages of creation, see n. 120 to 2:117. Here we are not concerned 
with the earliest stage, the creation of primeval matter out of nothing. It is also a process of creation when 
inorganic matter becomes living matter. Thus inorganic constituents of the earth are absorbed into living matter 
by way of food and living matter reproduces itself by means of sperm. This is deposited in the ovum and 
fertilises it and rests for a time in security in the mother’s womb. The first change inthe fertilised ovum is 
the conversion into a sort of clot of thickly congealed blood; the zygote cells grow by segmentation; then the 
mass gradually assumes shape in its growth as a foetus, From the lump develop bones and flesh and organs 
and a nervous system. So far man’s growth is like chat of an animal, but a further process takes place which 
makes the infant animal into the infant man. This is the breathing of Allah's spirit into him (15-29); that 
process need not be precisely at a given point of time. It may be a continuous process parallel to that of physical 
growth. The child is born: it grows; it decays and dies; but after death another chapter opens for the individual, 
and it is to remind us of this mom momentous chapter that the previous stages are recapitulated. 

2873. The growth in the foetal stage is silent and unseen. The foetus is protected in the mother's womb 
like a king in a castle; it is firmly fixed, and gets the protection of the mother’s body. on which it depends 
for its own growth until birth. 
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2874. From a mere animal, we now consider man as man. Is it not a Sign of wonder in itself that from 
dry dust (turah, 22:5) or inorganic matter should be made protoplasm (moist clay or organic matter); from 
it should grow a new animal life; and out of it should grow human life, with all its capacities and responsibilities? 
Man carries within himself Signs of Allah's wisdom and power, and he can see them every day in the universe 
around him. 


2875. Our physical death in this mortal life seems to make a break. But if it were the end of all, our 
life becomes meaningless, Our own instinct tells us that it cannot be so, and Allah assures us that there will 
be a resurrection for judgement. 


2876. Tara@'iq: tracts, roads, orbits, or paths of motion in the visible heavens. These seven are regular 
and clearly marked to our eyes, in the immense space that we see around us/ We must go to astronomy tw 
form any plausible theories of these motions, But their simplest observation gives us a sublime view of beauty, 
order, and grandeur in the universe, The assurance given in the next clause, that Allah cares for us and all 
His Creation, calls our attention to Allah's goodness, which is further illustrated in the subsequent verses, 


2877. Allah's care for His Creation is ceaseless, A few examples of His care for our physical well-being 
are given in verses 18-22, and for our spiritual well-being, in Sections 2 to 5. 


2878. Normally the rain comes well distributed; it soaks into the soil; the moisture is retained for a long 
time in all high grounds; it soaks and penetrates through many layers of soil and forms the architecture of 
physical geography; the retentive powers of higher soil enable rivets to flow perennially even where, as in India| 
the rainfall is seasonal and confined to a few months in the year. Another form in which water comes down 
from the sky according to due measure is in snow and hail: these also have their place in the economy of 
air and soil. Were it not for snow and glaciers in the higher mountain regions, some of the rivers would fail 
in their abundant flow. As wonderful as the supply of water and moisture is its drainage. It returns to the 
sea and air in all sorts of ways, and the formation of mist and clouds repeats the cycle. Were it not for the 
drainage and the clearance of the waters, we should have floods and waterlogging, as happens when the normal 
processes.of nature are temporarily obstructed. The same thing happens when the rain comes down in other 
than due measure. These abnormal conditions also have their value, But how grateful should man be for Allahs 
gifts in the ceaseless processes of nature on such an enormous scale! 
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__ 2879. Cf. 719 and n. 776 to 5:66. 


2880. For Arabia the best olives grow round about Mount Sinai. The fig, the olive, Mount Sinai, and 
the sacred city of Makkah are mentioned together in association in 95:1-3, where we shall consider the mystic 
meaning. Olive oil is an ingredient in medicinal ointments and in ointments used for religious ceremonies 
such as the consecration of kings, It has thus a symbolic meaning. If used for food, the olive has a delicious 
flavour. Cf also 24:55, where the olive is called a Blewed Tree, and ». $000. 


2881. brah: the root meaning of the verb is "to interpret, to expound, or instruct’, as in 12:43, the noun 
means an interpretation, or example or Sign that instructs, as here and in 16:66, or gives a warning, as in 
$15, From cattle we get milk and meat; also from their skins we make leather for shoes, boots, straps, saddlery, 
and numerous other uses; from camel's hair and sheep's wool we weave cloth, hangings, carpets, etc.; from 
the horns of cattle we make cups and articles of ornament or use; and camels, horses, donkeys, mules, etc.. 
are used for riding, carrying loads, or drawing vehicles (Cf 36-71-73), 


2882. The material gifts having been mentioned, which we receive from a wise and kindly Providence, 
our attention is now directed to Allah's Providence in spiritual matters. He sent Teachers to instruct and guide 
w. and though they were mocked, rejected, and accused of falsehood and selfishness, they were protected 
by Allah. and Allah's Truth at length prevailed. ; 


2883. “People” here is almost equivalent to “contemporaries”. 
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He said, “O my people! 
Worship Allah! Ye have 
No other god but Him. 
Will ye not fear (Him)?"**** 


The chiefs of the Unbelievers 


Among his people said: 


“He is no more than a man 
Like yourselves: his wish is 

To assert his superiority 
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(To send messengers), 
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And the fountains of the earth**** 
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Pairs of every species, male**** 
And female, and thy family — 
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2884. Cf. 7:59. To fear Allah is to lead righteous lives and eschew evil. 


2885. They attribute altogether wrong motives to him (such as they would have actuated themselves), 
in saying that he was trying to establish his own personal superiority over them by his preaching. Then they 
accuse him of falsehood in claiming to bring a message of Allah. “If”. they say, “Allah had wished to send 
us messengers, He would have sent angels, not a man like ourselves and from among ourselves. Our anceston 
did not worship One God! why should we?” 


2886. 


I construe this to be a speech of another group among them. They thought he was mad, and ben 


left alone. His madness would run out, or he would come to an evil end. 


2887, 


2888. 


2889. See n. 1534 to 11:40. 


Cf. this whole passage with 11:56-49, and notes thereon, 


See n. 1553 to 11:40, where the word Tanniir is explained, 
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2890, See n, 1535 to 11:40. 


2891, For sstawa see 1386 to 10:3. Here the meaning is: mounted on board, ascended, embarked 


2892. This second prayer was inspired when the Flood subsided, and the time came for disembarkation. 


2898. Noah's contemporaries had all sorts of chances and wa .angs, but they refused to believe and perished. 
But Allah’s Truth survived, and it went to the next and succeeding generations, Will not mankind understand? 


2894. If this refers to any, particular prophet, it must be Hid whose mission was to the “Ad people, or 


to Salih, whose mission was to the Thamiid people. That is the sequence after Noah in 1:50-60 and 61-68. 
But I think that as the name is not mentioned, we are to understand in general the type of post-Flood prophets 
until we come later on to Moses and Jesus. The object here is not to recount the stories, but to show that 
the resistance of the wicked made no difference to the triumph of Allah's Holy Truth, 


Sirah 23: Al Mu'miniin 


33. 


35. 


37. 


38. 


39. 


Section 3. 
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Be raised up again! 
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To believe in him!"**” 


(The prophet) said: 
“O my Lord! help me: 


-o" Avene, 


dagie WIJ 3) 
eT BK Gioed 


Fi xirayfiae 

SpE AG AEG be 
SEGA O 
Sarat $5 

(GES RS © 
Lapoe Niches 


wlesBEKErs © 


CMa @ 


Bor Sot ie ioe 3 FT 


BS gre Fle glist yy 





2895. The type of the narrow Sybarite, who enjoys the good things of this life, denies a future life, and 
is jealous of any one who presumes to widen his horizon, is here described in a few masterly strokes. He & 
bored by any mention of the serious things beyond his ken. What good is it. he says, to talk about the future? 
Enjoy the present. The gain is all in the present; the loss is all in the future. 


2896. They seem to say: “There is no future life: that we shall die is certain; that we have this life» 
certain: some die, some are born, some live; and so the cycle continues: but how can dead men be raised 
to life?” (Cf n. 4768) 


2897, “He is only a foo), and invents things, and attributes them to Allah's inspiration! We are too wie 
to believe such things!” 
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For that they accuse me 
Of falsehood.”"*** 


(Allah) said: “In but 
A liale while, 
Are sure to be sorry!""**** 


Then the Blast?’ overtook them 
With justice, and We made them 
As rubbish of dead leaves*®® 
(Floating on the stream of Time)! 
So away with the people 

Who do wrong! 


Then We raised after them 
Other generations. 


No people can hasten 
Their term, nor can they 
Delay (it). 


. Then sent We Our messengers 


In succession: every time 

There came to a people 

Their messenger, they accused him 
Of falsehood; so We made 
Them follow each other 

(In punishment); We made them 
As a tale (that is told):*** 

So away with a people 

That will not believe! 


. Then We sent Moses 


And his brother Aaron, 
With Our Signs and 
Authority manifest,?** 
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2898 See above, 25:26. Every prophet is maligned and persecuted: it is always the same story with them, 
told in different ways. 


2899. When the Punishment comes, they will be sorry for themselves, but it will be too late then. 
2900. See 11:66. and notes 1565 and 1561 


2901, Ghuth&@’: rubbish of dead leaves, or scum floating on a torrent. 


2902. Their habitations and their organisation have been wiped out. What remains is merely a vague 
sory of their existence, a tale that is told. Where their name remains, which is not always the case, it is only 
a byword, suggesting all that is unstable and ephemeral —“to point a moral and adorn a tale” 


2903. Moses and Aaron had a twofold mission: (1) to Pharaoh and his Court, which failed because of 
Egyptian arrogance; (2) to the Israelites, for whom the Law was received on Mount Sinai, but they repeatedly 
rebelled against Allah. In both cases there were miracles ("Clear Signs’) and other proofs which showed that 
they came at Allah's command and were inspired by His authority. 
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To Pharaoh and his Chiefs: 
But these behaved insolently: 
They were an arrogant people. 


They said: “Shall we believe 

In two men like ourselves? 

And their people are subject**™ 
To us!” 


So they accused them 
Of falsehood, and they became 
Of those who were destroyed. 


And We gave Moses 
The Book, in order that 


They might receive guidance.**” 
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son of Mary 
And his mother 
As a sign:79° 
We gave them both 
Shelter on high ground, 


Affording rest and security 


And furnished with springs.*%°’ 
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C. 155.—The Brotherhood of Truth is one in all ages: 
(23:51-92.) It is narrow men who create sects. 
Let them not think that the goods 
Of this world can shield them from evil 
Or its consequences. Allah's Truth and His Messenger 
Can be known to all: for He in His Mercy 
Has given us faculties and judgement, if we 
Would but use them. The Message is not 
New; all Creation proclaims it: High 
Above all is the Lord of Glory Supreme! 


2904. Racial arrogance made the Egyptians say, “These men belong to a race which we hold in subjection 


as our slaves; how can we accept them as messengers of Allah?’ 


2905. Here the reference is to the second part of the mission of Moses, that to the Israelites, which the 


Israelites rendered ineffective by their want of faith. See n. 2903 above. 


his life the meanness of the calumny against his mother. 


2906, ‘he virgin birth of Jesus was a miracle both for him and his mother. She was falsely accused of 
unchastity, but the child Jesus triumphantly vindicated her by his own miracles (19:27-33), and showed by 


2907. There is no need to look far for the place where mother ard child were given secure shelter. It 


is described in 19;22-26. It was the place to which she withdrew to be delivered when the time drew neat, 
‘There was a fruitful palm tree, evidently on high ground. for beneath it flowed a spring. She retired there 
in seclusion, and she and her child rested there until it was time for her to go to her people with her child. 
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SECTION 4. 


© ye messengers! enjoy**** 
(All) things good and pure, 
And work righteousness; 
For I am well-acquainted 
With (all) that ye do. 


And verily this Brotherhood 
Of yours is a single 
Brotherhood .**”* 
And I am your Lord 
And Cherisher: therefore 
Fear Me (and _no other). 


But people have cut off 
Their affair (of unity), 
Between them, into sects: 
Each party rejoices in that 
Which is with itself.*”° 


. But leave them 


In their confused ignorance 
For a time. 


Bo they think that because 
e have granted them abundance 
Of wealth and sons, 


We would hasten them 


On in every good? Nay 
They do not understand.**" 


Berily those who live 
In awe for fear of their Lord; 


. Those who believe 


In the Signs of their Lord; 
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2908. Literally, “eat. See n. 776 to 5:66. The prophets of Allah do not pose as ascetics, but receive 
gratefully all Allah's gifts, and show their gratitude by their righteous lives, (R), 


2909. Cf 21:92-93. All prophets form one Brotherhood: their Message is one, and their religion and teaching 
are one: they serve the One True God, Who loves and cherishes them; and they owe their duty to Him and 
Him alone. 


2910. The people who began to trade on the names of the prophets cut off that unity and made sects; 
and each sect rejoices in its own narrow doctrine, instead of taking the universal teaching of Unity from Allah 
But this sectarian confusion is of man’s making. It will last for a time, but the rays of Truth and Unity will 
sy Alb 


2511. Worldly wealth, power, and influence may be but trials. Let not their possessors think that they 
are in themselves things that will necessarily bring them happiness, 
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60. And those who dispense 
Their charity with their hearts*** 
Full of fear, because 
They will return to their Lord— 


61. It is these who hasten 
In every good work, 
And these who are 
Foremost in them. 
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62. @n no soul do We 
Place a burden greater 
Than it can bear:**” 
Before Us is a record 
Which clearly shows the truth.**"* 
They will never be wronged. 


63. But their hearts are 
In confused ignorance**"* 
Of this; and there are, 
Besides that, deeds of theirs,**'* 
Which they will (continue) 
“ To do— 


64. Until, when We seize 
In Punishment those of them 
Who received the good things 
Of this world, behold, 
They will groan in supplication! 
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2912. Their hearts are full of reverence for Allah and fear lest their charity or their hearts be not good 
enough for acceptance before their Lord; for they have the certainty of a future life, in which they will stand 
before the Judgement Seat. They fear for their own worthiness, but they hope in Faith, 


2018. Cf. 2:286 and n. 339. 


2914. The record speaks clearly, and shows exactly what each soul has done and thought, and what is 
due to it in justice. The worst will receive full justice. The bes: will receive far more than their due: 28:64. 


2915. This is said of the Unbelievers who rejected Faith and rejoiced in the vanities of this world. In spe 
of the proclamation of Truth, they are doubtful of the future Life and Judgement. 


2916. In addition to their rejection of Faith, they have against them positive deeds of wrongdoing, from 
which, on account of their contempt of the Light from Allah, they will not desist until they are sharply pulled 
up for punishment: and then repentance will be too late! 
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2917, Samir; one who remains awake by night, one who passes the night in talk or in the recital of stories 
of romances, a favourite amusement in the Days of Ignorance. (Cf. n. 2605 and n. 2608) 


2918, If they ponder over the matter, they will find that Allah's Message to humanity is as old as Adam. 
i is good for all ages, It never grows old, and it is never new. 


2919. Allah is All-Wise and All-Good, and His architecture of the universe is on a perfect Plan. If these 
poor, low, selfish, ignorant creatures were to plan it according to their hearts’ desires, it would be a dreadful 
world, full of confusion and corruption, 


2920, This is the last of the questions, beginning with 25:68 above, showing the absurdity of the position 
taken up by the Unbelievers. (1) The Message of Allah is as old as humanity; why do they fight shy of it? 
(2) They have known their Prophet to be true and righteous: why do they deny him? (3) Is it madness to bring 
the bitter Truth before them? (4) Does the Prophet ask any worldly reward from them? If not, why do they 
teject his unselfish efforts for their own good? 
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2921. The reference is to a very severe famine felt in Makkah, which was attributed by the Unbelieven 
to the presence of the Holy Prophet among them and his preaching against their gods. As this is a Makkan 
Strah, the famine referred to must be that described by Ibn KathTr as having occurred in the 8th year of 
the Mission, say about four years before the Hijrah. There was also a post-Hijrah famine, which is referred 
to by Bukhari, but chat was a later event, 


2922. Some Commentators understand the battle of Badr to be meant here: if so, this particular vere 
would be of the Madinah period. But it is better to understand it as referring to the same “distress” as in 
the preceding verse, or to punishments in general, which obstinate sinners refuse to take as warnings given 
to them to mend their ways and turn in repentance to Allah. 


2923. Cf. 6:44. If the little crials in the present life will not open their eyes, will great trials do so? 
Unfortunately they only cause in the wicked a feeling of despair. In the fina] Punishment after the Judgement, 
it will be too late for them to repent, and despair will be their only lor. 
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2924. As elsewhere, “heart” is to be understood as the seat both of feeling and intelligence. "All the means 
by which knowledge can be gathered, judgement formed, and goodness cultivated, are provided for you by 
Allah. If you were grateful, you would use those in His service, which is expressed in your service to your fellow 
men, But instead you ignore these gifts, question Allah's Providence, and blaspheme against Him!’ 


2925, The alternation of Night and Day stands here as a symbol for all the beneficent processes of Nature 
provided by Allah for the comfort and growth of man’s outer and inner life. 


2926. And they are the more culpable, as chey have received a later and more complete revelation. Why 
thould they now stand on the primitive ideas of their ancestors? 


2927, Lf their argument is that such things about a future life cannot be known or proved, they are referred 
to the things which are actually before them. The tangible things of the earth — can they postulate their order 
of government except by a Power of Force or Energy outside them? They will admit that there is such a Power 
oc Force or Energy. We call it Allah. Go a step further. We see a sublime Universe in the heavens above, stretching 
far, far beyond our ken, They will admit its existence and its grandeur, We ask them to entertain a feeling 
of reverence for the Power behind it, and to understand their own littleness and their dependence upon that 
Power (Cf 29:61 and 31:25). 
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2928 Cf 9199 


2929. See n, 2927 above. ‘If this great and glorious Universe inspires you with awe, surely the Power behind 
is more worthy of your awe, especially if you compare your dependence and its dependence upon Him! 
2990. The order and unity of purpose in the Universe argue unity of design and goodness in its Maker 


Is it not ther sheer madness for you to run after fancies and fail to understand and obey His Will? It is delusion 
in you to seek other than Allah: 


2951. Cf 17:42. The multiplicity of gods is intellectually indefensible, considering the unity of oe 
and Purpose in His wonderful Universe. 


2932. scctniticsiaialcited eliihod abtdileniteantbnaiaeetiamadhaeaenietshaaaniaee 
Allah, Who is high above all such relationships. He is the One True God, and there can be none to compare 
with Him. 
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Will there be to retrieve our conduct, 
Once death cuts us off. Then we shall only 
Have to wait for Judgement: none can pass 
That Barrier: our deeds will be weighed, 
And happy those whose good weighs more 
In the scale than ill. Only Faith and Goodness 
Will prevail in the end: so glory to the Lord 
Of the Throne exalted, of Mercy and Honour! 
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2955. In the first instance, this applied to the Holy Prophet. His subsequent Hijrah from Makkah and 
the eventual overthrow of the Makkan oligarchy amply prove the fulfilment of the prophecy, But in general 
meaning it applies to all. We are taught that evil will be visited with a terrible punishment, not only in a 
future life, but in this life when its cup is full and the time comes for punishment in Allah's Plan. If it has 
to come while we are still on the scene of this life, we are asked to pray that we may not be found in the 
company of those who draw such punishment on themselves, In other words we must eschew the society of evil ones. 


2934. Whether people speak evil of you, in your presence or behind your back, or they do evil to you 
in either of those ways, all is known to Allah. It is not for you to punish. Your best course is not to do evil 
in your turn, but to do what will best repel the evil. Two evils do not make a good. Cf. 41:54, n. 4504, and n. 2840 
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2935, But in any case, shun evil for yourself, and you cannot do this without secking the help and protection 
of Allah. Not only must you shun all promptings of evil, but you must shun its proximity, It may be that 
in retaliating on evil, or even in your curiosity to discover what evil is, you may fall into evil yourself. You 
should avoid going near it or anything which brings it near to you. And in this matter you should seek Allah's help 


2936. This verse | think connects on with 25:90 above. Though Allah proclaims His Truth everywhere, 
the wicked cling to Falsehood until they face the reality of Death 


2937. The verb for “send me back” is in the plural in Arabic, which is construed either (1) as an emphatic 
form, as if the singular were repeated, or (2) as a plural of respect, though such a plural is not ordinarily 
used in addressing Allah, or ($) as a plural addressed to the angels, after the address to Allah in “O my Lord” 


2988. The unrighteous will ask for another chance. But it will be too late then, The time for repentance 
will then have passed. 


2939, Their request will mean nothing, It will be created merely as an empty word of excuse. They had 
plenty of chances im this life: Not only did they reject them, but they did not even believe in Allah or ad 
for His assistance. 

2940. Barzakh: a partition, a bar or barrier; the place or state in which people will be after death and 
before Judgement Cf. 25:53 and 55:20. Behind them is the barrier of death, and in front of them is the 
Barzakh, partition, a quiescent state until the judgement comes. 


2041. The old relationships of the world will then be dissovled, Each soul will stand on ics merit. 
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102. Then those whose balance 
(Of good deeds) is heavy — 
They will attain salvation:**** 


103. But those whose balance 
Is light, will be those 
Who have lost their souls;**** 
In Hell will they abide. 


104. The Fire will burn their faces, 
And they will therein 
Grin, with their lips displaced.**** 


105. “Were not My Signs rehearsed 
To you, and ye did but 
Treat them as falsehoods?” 


106. They will say: “Our Lord! 
Our misfortune overwhelmed 
us, 745 
And we became a people 
Astray! 


107, “Our Lord! Bring us out 
Of this: if ever we return 
(To evil), then shall we be 
Wrongdoers indeed!” 


108. He will say: “Be ye 
Driven into it (with ignominy)! 
And speak ye not to Me!*** 


109. “A part of My servants 
There was, who used to pray, 
‘Our Lord! we believe; 

Then do Thou forgive us, 
And have mercy upon us; 
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2942. Good and evil deeds will be weighed against cach other. If the good deeds prevail, the soul will 
attain falah, .¢., prosperity, well-being, bliss, or salvation; if the contrary, there will be the misery and anguish 
of Hell. 


2945. The loss or perdition will not mean that they will die and feel no more: 14:17. The punishment 
will mean nothing, if there was no sensibility, but total annihilation, 


2944. That is to say, their faces will be disfigured with anguish, and their lips will quiver and fall out 


of place, exposing their teeth. 


2945. "The evil in us conquered us; it was our misfortunes that we surrendered to evil, and went astray. 
They forget that it was by their own deliberate choice that they surrendered to evil, and they are reminded 
in verses 109-110 of the ridicule with which they covered godly men in their life on earth. 


2946. After their flouting of Allah's Signs and their mockery of godly men on earth, they have forfeited 


their right to plead for mercy before Allah's Throne. 
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2947. Literally, ‘they make you forget My Message’ The ungodly were so occupied in the backbiting and 
ridicule of the godly that the godly themselves became the unconscious cause of the ungodly forgetting the 
warnings declared by Allah against those who do not treat His Signs seriously. Thus evil often brings abou 
its own ruin through the instrumentality of those whom it would make its victims 


2948. The Hafs reading is “Qala”, “He will say" This follows the Kifah QirWah. The Basrah Qirma 
reads "Qul", "Say" (im the imperative). The point is only one of grammatical construction. See n. 2666 to 21:4. (R) 


2949. The question and answer about Time imply two things. (1) The attention of the ungodly is draws 
to the extremely short time of the life in this world, compared to the eternity which they face: they are mad 
to see this, and to realise how mistaken they were in their comparative valuation of things spiritual and thing 
material. (2) Time, as we know it now, will have faded away and appear as almost nothing. It is just a manr 
relative to this life of temporary probation. Cf the experience of the Companions of the Cave: 18:19. 


2950. Allah's Creation is not without a high serious purpose. It is not vain, or for mere play or spot 
As far as man is concerned, the highest issues for him hang on his behaviour in this life. “Life is real. & 
is earnest, And the grave is not its goal", as Longfellow truly says. We must therefore carnestly search ot 
Allah's Truth, encouraged by the fact that Allah's Truth is also, out of His unbounded mercy, searching o 
out and trying to reach us. 
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16. Therefore exalted be Allah, 
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The King, the Reality: 
There is no god but He, 
The Lord of the Throne 
Of Honour! 


If anyone invokes, besides Allah, 
Any other god, he has 

No authority therefor; 

And his reckoning will be 

Only with his Lord!?**! 

And verily the Unbelievers 

Will fail to win through!**** 


So say: “O my Lord! 

Grant Thou forgiveness and mercy! 
For Thou art the Best 

Of those who show mercy!” 
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2951. Not with any one else whatever, as Allah is the Ecernal Reality. Lf men, out of the figments of their 
imagination, fancy other gods, they will be rudely undeceived. And Allah is Lord, 1. our Cherisher as well 
as our Creator. In spite of all our shortcomings and our rebellions, He will forgive us if we go to Him not 
on our merits but on His grace. (R). 


2952. See the same word used in describing the contrast with the Believers, in the first verse of this Sirah. 


Righteousness must win and all opposition to it must fail, Thus the circle of the argument is completed. 
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INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 24—AL NUR 


The environmental and social influences which most frequently wreck our spiritual ideals 
have to do with sex and especially with its misuse, whether in the form of unregulated behaviour, 
or false charges or scandals, or breach of the refined conventions of personal or domestic privacy. 
Our complete conquest of all pitfalls in such matters enables us to rise to the higher regions of 
Light and of God-created Nature, This subject is continued in the next Surah, (R). 


As the reprobation of false slanders about women (24:11,20) is connected with an incident 
that happened to *Aishah in A. H. 5-6 that fixes the chronological place of this Madinah Sirah. 


Summary — Sex offences should be severely punished, but the strictest evidence should be 
required, and false slanderers are also worthy of punishment. Light talk about women is reprobated 
(24:35-57, and C. 157). 


Privacy should be respected, and the utmost decorum should be observed in dress and mannen 
(24:27-34, and C. 158). ; 


Parable of Light and Darkness: order and obedience in Nature point to the spiritual duty 
of man (24:35-57, and C. 159), 


Domestic manners and manners in public or collective life all contribute to the highest 
virtues, and are part of our spiritual duties leading up to Allah (24:58-64, and C. 160). 


C. 157.—Chastity is a virtue, for men and women, 
(24:1-26.) Whether joined in marriage, or single, 
Or widowed. The punishment for offences 
In such matters should be public. No less 
f Grave is the launching of false charges 
Or rumours against the fair reputation 
Of women, or the spreading of such 
Slanders, or the facile belief in them, 
Evil is ever spreading its net. 
Good men and women should ever be 
On their guard, and pray for Allah's grace and mercy. 


Sirah 24. 
Al Nir (The Light) 


In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, 


Most Merciful. 


Siirah which We 
ave sent down and**** 
Which We have ordained: 
In it have We sent down 
Clear Signs, in order that 
Ye may receive admonition. 


. Che woman and the man 

Guilty of adultery or 
fornication — **** 

Flog each of them 

With a hundred stripes:**** 

Let not compassion move you 

In their case, in a matter 

Prescribed by Allah, if ye believe 

In Allah and the Last Day: 


ahs dei 


--<¢ 
ene oe fate , 


yisssles si 
oyele : Ay La 


“$s oo» +s 
PEKKA 


aisiaaiyt - 
Pre D 3%. tein Blake 


ated asljly. Sis SYy 
a Neath MhapeaSy 


And let a party Cn diy ine Oe ee 
Of the Believers aalble Apaly 
Witness their punishment.**** 

. Let no man guilty of $- 4 a 
Adultery or fornication marry a Yas cep ro) 
Any but a woman “e EY Hig 
Similarly guilty, or an Unbeliever: ee a\5Y} 
Nor let any but such a woman gore 
Or an unbeliever oe ny) Yi; 4 >. " 
Marry such a man. pea} yy ess rep 





2955, It must not be thought chat the checking of sex offences or of minor improprieties, that relate 
to sex or privacy. are matters that do not affect spiritual life in che highest degree. These matters are intimately 
connected with spiritual teaching such as Allah has sent down in this Surah. The emphasis is on “We: these 
things are not mere matters of convenience, bur Allah has ordained them for our observance in life. 


2954. Zina includes sexual intercourse between a man and a woman not married to cach other. I therefore 
applies both to adultery (which implies that one or both of the parties are married to a person of persons 
other than the ones concerned) and to fornication, which, in its strict signification, implies that both parties 
are unmarried. The law of marriage and divorce is made easy in Islam, so that there may be less temptation 
for mtercourse outside the well-defined bonds of marriage. This makes for greater selfcespect for both 
man and wornan. Other sex offences are also punishable, but this Section applies strictly to Zena as above 
defined. [Although Zina covers both fornication and adultery, in the opinion of Muslim jurists, the punishment 
laid down here applies only to un-married persons. As for married persons, their punishment, according to 
the Sunnah of the Prophet (peace be on him), is soning to death. (Eds.).} 


2955. Cf 4:15, nm. 528 and 3$-30. 


2956. The punishment should be public, in order to be a deterrent. 
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Is forbidden.***’ 


4. ges those who launch 

charge against chaste women, 
And produce not four witnesses 
(To support their allegations) — 
Flog them with eighty stripes; 
And reject their evidence?*** 
Ever after: for such men 
Are wicked transgressors — 
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2957. Islam commands sex purity, for men and for women, at all times— before marriage, during marriage, 
and after the dissolution of marriage. Those guilty of illicit practices are shut out of the marriage circle of 
chaste men and women. 


2958. The most serious notice is taken of people who put forward slanders or scandalous suggestions about 
women without adequate evidence. If anything is said against a woman's chastity, it should be supported by 
evidence twice as strong as would ordinarily be required for business transactions, or even in murder cass, 
That is, four witnesses would be required instead of two. Failing such preponderating evidence, the slanderer 
should himself be treated as a wicked transgressor and punished with eighty stripes. Not only would he be 
subjected to this disgraceful form of punishment, but he would be deprived of the citizen's right of giving 
evidence in all matters all his life, unless he repents and reforms, in which case he can be readmitted to be 
a competent witness. (The verse lays down the punishment for slandering “chaste women”, which by consenss 
of opinion also covers slandering chaste men. Chaste women have been specially mentioned, according 
Commentators, because slandering them is more abhorrent. (Eds.) (Cf n. 662). 

2959. The punishment of stripes is inflicted in any case for unsupported slander, But the deprivation 
of the civic right of giving evidence can be cancelled by the man’s subsequent conduct, if he repents, show 
that he is sorry for what he did, and that he would not in future support by his statement anything for which 
he has not the fullest evidence, Secular courts do not enforce these principles, as their standards are lower 
than those which good Muslims set for themselves, but good Muslims must understand and act on the underlying 
principles, which protect the honour of womanhood. Aba Hanifah considers that neither the stripes nor the 
incompetence for giving future evidence is cancelled by repentance, but only the spiritual stigma of being 
“wicked transgressors”. This of course is the more serious punishment, though it cannot be enforced in the Cours 

2960. The case of married persons is different from that of outsiders. If one of them accuses the other 
of unchastity, the accusation partly reflects on the accuser as well. Moreover, the link which unites married 
people even where differences supervene, is sure to act asa steadying influence against the concoction of falz 
charges of unchastity particularly where divorce is allowed (as in Islam) for reasons other than unchastity 
Suppose a husband catches a wife in adultery. In the nature of things four witnesses—or even one outside 
witness — would be impossible. Yet after such an experience it is against human nature that he can live a normal 
married life. The matter is then left to the honour of the two spouses, If the husband can solemnly sweat 
four times to the fact, and in addition invoke a curse on himself if he lies, that is prima facie evidence of 
the wife's guilt. Burt if the wife swears similarly four times and similarly invokes a curse on herself, she ini 
law acquitted of the guilt. If she does not take this step, the charge is held proved and the punishment follow. 
In either case the marriage is dissolved, as it is against human nature that the parties can live together happily 
after such an incident. (Cf nn. 523-526). 
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2961. Cf 24:11-14, and n. 2962, which illustrates the matter by a concrete instance. 


2962. The particular incident here referred to occurred on the return from the expedition to the Banti 
al Mastaliq, A-H. 5-6. When the march was ordered, ‘Alishah was not in her tent, having gone to search 
for a valuable necklace she had dropped. As her liter was veiled, it ‘was not noticed that she was not in it, 
until the army reached the next halt. Meanwhile, finding the camp had gone, she sat down to rest, hoping 
that some one would come back to fetch her when her absence was noticed. It was night, and she fell asleep. 
Next morning she was found by Safwan, a Muhajir, who had been left behind in the camp expressly to pick 
wp anything inadvertently left behind. He put her on his camel and brought her, leading the camel on foot. 
This gave occasion to enemies to raise a malicious scandal. The ringleader among them was the chief of the 
Mad¥nah Hypocrites, ‘Abdullah ibn Ubayy, who is referred to in the last clause of this verse. He had other 
sins and enormities to his debit. and he was left to the spiritual punishment of an unrepentant sinner, for 
he died in that state. The minor tools were given the legal punishment of the law, and after penitence mended 
their lives. They made good. 
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2964. The ringleader: see n. 2962 above, 


2963. It is the worse for a scandal to be whispered about with bated breath, than that it should be brought 
imto the light of day and disproved. 


2965. Both men and women were involved in spreading the scandal. Their obvious duty was to put the 


best, not the worst, construction on the acts of one of the “mothers of the Believers". 


2966. If any persons took it seriously, it was their duty to search for and produce the evidence, in the 
absence of which they themselves became guilty of slander. 


2967. Cf. 24:10 above, It was Allah's mercy that saved them from many evil consequences, both in this 


life and in the Hereafter—in this life, because the Prophet's wise measures nipped in the bud any incipient 
estrangements between those nearest and dearest to him, and from a spiritual aspect in that the minor agenss 
im spreading the scandal repented and were forgiven. No doubts and divisions, no mutual distrust, were allowed 
to remain in their hearts after the whole matter had been cleared up. 
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2968. There are three things here reprobated by way of spiritual teaching: (1) if others speak an evil word, 
that is no reason why you should allow it to defile your tongue; (2) if you get a thought or suspicion which 
is not based on your certain knowledge, do not give it currency by giving it expression; and (5) others may 
chink it if a omall matter co speak lightly of something which blasts a person's character or reputation: in 
the eyes of Allah it is a most serious matter in any case, but specially when it involves the honour and reputation 
of pious women. 


2969. The right course would have been to stop any further currency of false slanders by ignoring them 
and at least refusing to help in their circulation. The exclamation “Subhinaka™, Praise to Thee (O Allah)”, 
or “Glory to Allah!" is an exclamation of surprise and disavowal as much as to say, “We do not believe it! 
eal andes ap a Fabeligaat ati O false slanderers!" 


2970. What mischiefs can be planned by Evil to delude simple folk who mean no harm in thew own 
minds but who by thoughtiessness are deluded mep by step to become the instruments of Evil, may not be 
known to the most instructed of men, but it is all known to Allah, Man should therefore always be on his 
guard agains: the traps of Evil, and it is only Allah's grace that can save him, 
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2971, Note the refrain that comes four times in this passage, “Were it not for the grace and mercy of 
Allah, " Each time it has a different application. (1) In 24:10, it was in connection with the accusation of — 
infidelity by one of the spouses against the other: they were both reminded of Allah's mercy and warned againit 
suspicion and untruth. (2) In 24:14. the Believers were told to be wary of false rumours lest they should cause 
pain and division among themselves; it is Allah's grace that keeps them united. (5) Here is an admonition 
for the future: there may be conspiracies and snares laid by Evil against simple people: it is Allah's grace that 
protects them, (4) In 24:21, the general warning is directed to the observation of purity in act and in thought, 
concerning one's self and concerning others: it is only Allah's grace that can keep that purity spotless, for 
He hears prayers and knows of all the snares that are spread in the path of the good. 


2972. See last note. 


2975. Spotless purity in thought, word, and deed. includes the disposition to put the best construction 
on the motives of others, so that we ascribe no evil motive to the seeming indiscretions, of virtuous people, 
Such a high standard can only come by the grace of Allah, Who hears all prayers and knows all the temptations 
to which human nature is subject. His Will and Plan make both for spiritual protection and spiritual peace, 
and we must place ourselves trustingly in His hands. . 


2974. The immediate reference was to Abi Bakr, the father of ‘Aishah. He was blessed both with spiritual 
grace from Allah and with ample means, which he always used in the service of Islam and of Muslims. One 
of the slanderers of ‘Aishah turned out to be Mistah, a cousin of Abi: Bakr, whom he had been in the habit 
of supporting. Naturally Abi Bakr wished to stop that aid, but according to the highest standards of Muslim 
ethics he was asked to forgive and forget, which he did, with the happiest results to the peace and unity of 
the Muslim community. But the general application holds good for all time. A generous patron should not, 
in personal anger. withdraw his support even for serious faults if the delinquent repents and mends his ways 
If Allah forgives us, who are we to refuse forgiveness to our fellows? 


Sirah 24: Al Nur 871 ale, agape 


et iif 


__ And those who have left Aas. 
Their homes in Allah's cause: SH 
Let them forgive and overlook, Fer, Th ea 
~ Do you not wish is Leama 
That Allah should forgive you? SSIS . SOS ne 
For Allah is Oft-Forgiving, pe Pree 
Most Merciful. ote a \y 


28. Those who slander chaste women, asl Say Gila} keep 
Indiscreet but believing,**"* 


- 4cer 4ok8 2 


Are cursed in this life ye em ny Judes eal 
And in the Hereafter: ty 
For them is a grievous Penalty — red ic <¥ 
24. On the Day when their tongues, Lae if <7 Ses , 
Their hands, and their feet pid gle 2 & 
Will bear witness against them**’* MMe 400 BAS Re 
“As to their actions, Oslealy de ths orels 
25. On that Day Allah ae As twice 
Will pay them back wreath &) 
\ (All) their just dues, z pth pac 
And they will realise = 
That Allah is 4 7 ter 3 | 
Gs The (very) Truth, | digi aaaisl 
That makes all things manifest. **”’ 
y 
26. Women impure are for men ine R 5 ire Py Het) °Gys 
. impure; 
And men impure for women ose A iy OI ely 
impure, mE aie 
And women of purity sesh ist \ 
__ Are for men of purity, ds 
And men of purity hes ~L)\, 





_ 2975. Good women are sometimes indiscreet because they think of no evil. Bur even such innocent 
indiscretion lands them, and those who hold them dear, in difficulties. Such was the case with ‘Aishah, who 
was in extreme pain and anguish for a whole month because of the slanders spread about her. Her husband 
and her father were also placed in a most awkward predicament, considering their position and the great 
work in which they were engaged. But unprincipled people, who start false slanders, and their unthinking 
tools who help in spreading such slanders, are guilty of the gravest spiritual offence, and their worst punishment 
is the deprivation of Allah's grace. which is the meaning of a state of Curse. 


2976. Our own limbs and faculties are the strongest witness against us if we misuse them for evil deeds 
instead of using them for the good deeds for which they were given to us (Cf 75-18), 


2977. All that we thought of hiding will be clear as day before Allah's Judgement Seat, because He is 
the very essence of Truth and Reality. He is the true Light (24:55), of which all physical light is merely a 
type or reflection. 
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2978. The pure consort with the pure, and the impure witht the impure. If the impure, out of the impurity 
of their thoughts, or imaginations, impute any evil to the pure, the pure are not affected by it, but they should 
avoid all occasions for random talk. 


2979. Forgiveness for any indiscretion which they may have innocently committed, and spiritual provision 
of protection against the assaults of Evil, It is also meant that the more evil ones attempt to defame or slander 
them, the more triumphantly will they be vindicated and provided with the physical and moral good which 
will advance their real life. 


2980. The conventions of propriety and privacy are essential to a refined life of goodness and purity 
The English saying that an Englishman's home is his castle, suggests a certain amount of exclusiveness and 


defiance. The Muslim principle of asking respectful permission and exchanging salutations ensures privacy 
without exclusiveness, and friendliness without undue familiarity. 


2981. That is, if no one replies; there may be people in the house not in a presentable state. Or, even 
if the house is empty, you have no right to enter it until you obtain the owner's permission, wherever he may 
be. The fact of your not receiving a reply does not entitle you to enter without permission. You should wail, 
or knock twice or three times, and withdraw in case no permission is received. If you are actually asked @ 
withdraw, as the inmates are not in a condition to receive you, you should a fortior’ withdraw, either fora 
time, or altogether, as the inmates may wish you to do. Even if they are your friends, you have no right 
take them by surprise or enter against their wishes. Your own purity of life and conduct as well as of motiwi 
is chus tested. 
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2982, The rule about dwelling houses is strict, because privacy is precious, and essential to a refined, 
decent, and well-ordered life. Such a rule of course does not apply to houses used for other useful purposes, 
such as an inn or caravansetai, or a shop, or a warehouse. But even here, of course, implied permission from 
the owner is necessary as a matter of common-sense. The question in this passage is that of refined privacy, 
not that of rights of ownership, 


2983. The rule of modesty applies to men as well as women. A brazen stare by a man at a wonian (or 
even at a man) is a breach of refined manners. Where sex is concerned, modesty is not only “good form’: 
it is not only to guard the weaker sex, but also to guard the spiritual good of the stronger sex. 


2984. The need for modesty is the same in both men and women. Bur on account of the differentiation 
of the sexes in nature, temperamients, and social life, a greater amount of privacy is required for women than 
for men, eépecially in the matter of dress and the uncovering of the bosom. 


2985. Zinah means both natural beauty and artificial ornaments. | think both are implied here, but chiefly 
the former. The woman is asked nat to make a display of her figure or appear in undress except to the following 
classes of people: (1) her husband, (2) her near relatives who would be living in the same house, and with 
whom a certain amount of neglige is permissible: ($) her women, #£¢., her maid-servants, who would be constantly 
fn attendance on her! some Commentators include all believing women; it is not good form in a Muslim household 
for women to meet other women, except when they are properly dressed; (4) slaves, male and female, as they 
would be in constant attendance (but with the abolition of slavery this no longer applies); (5) old or infirm 
men-servants; and (6) infants or small children before they get asense of sex. Cf also 33:59, 
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2986. It is-one of the tricks of showy or unchaste women to tinkle their ankle ornaments, to draw attention 
to themselves. 


2987. While all these details of the purity and good form of domestic life are being brought to our attention, 
we are clearly reminded that the chief object we should hold in view is our spiritual welfare. All our brief 
life on-this earth is a probation, and we must.make our individual, domestic, and social life all contribute 
to our holiness, so that we can get the real success and bliss which is the aim of our spiritual endeavour, (R), 


2988: The subject of sex ethics and manners brings us to the subject of marriage. “Single” (ayama, plural 
of Ayyim) here means any one not in the bond of wedlock, whether unmarried or lawfully divorced, or widowed. 
If we can, we must marry in our own circle, but if-we have not the means, there is no harm if we choose 
from: a lower circle, provided our choice is determined by virtue. Poverty in the other party does not mater 
if there is virtue and love. A happily married man has the best wealth-in a virtuous wife, and his very happiness 
makes him a better potential earner of wealth. A slave becomes free by marriage. 


2989. Cf 10:57. Allah's mercy is for all; it is not confined to a class or grade of people, 
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2990. A Muslim marriage requires some sort of a dower for the wife. If the man cannot afford that, 
he must wait and keep himself chaste. It is no excuse for him to say that he must satisfy his natural cravings 
within or outside marriage, It must be within marriage. 


2991. The law of slavery in the legal sense of the term is now obsolete. While it had any meaning, Islam 
made the slave's lot as easy as possible. A slave, male or female, could ask for conditional manumission by 
a written deed fixing the amount required for manumission and allowing the slave meanwhile to earn money 
by lawful means and perhaps marry and bring up a family, Such a deed was not to be refused if the request 
was genuine and the slave had character, Not only that, but the master is directed to help with money out 
of his own resources in order to enable the slave to earn his or her own liberty. 


2992. Where slavery was legal, what is now called the “white slave traffic” was carried on by wicked people 
like ‘Abd Allah ibn Ubayy, the Hypocrite leader at Madinah. This is absolutely condemned. While modern 
nations have abolished ordinary slavery, the “White Slave Traffic” is still a big social problem in individual 
States. Here it is absolutely condemned. No more despicable trade can be imagined: (R), 


2993. I have translated “rm (literally, “if’) by “when” because this is not a conditional clause but an 
explanatory clause, explaining the meaning of “force”. “Forcing” a person necessarily means that it is against 
the wish or inclination of the person forced. Even if they were to give a formal consent, it is not valid because 
the persons concerned are in (legal, or now) economic slavery. 


2994, The poor unfortunate girls, who are victims of such a nefarious trade, will yet find mercy from 
Allah, whose bounties extend to the lowest of His creatures. 


2995. This prepares the way for the magnificent Verse of Light that follows, and its sublime meaning. (R). 
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C. 159.—Allah is the Light of the heavens and the earth. 

(24:35-57.) High above our petty evanescent lives, 
He illumines our souls with means that reach 
Our inmost being. Universal is 
His Light, so pure and so intense 
That grosser beings need a veil 
To take His rays: His elect are e'er 
Absorbed in prayer and praise and deeds 
Of love, unlike the children of Darkness, 
Struggling in Depths profound of vanities 
False. All Nature sings to the glory 
Of Allah, and men of fraud and hypocrisy 
Are but rebels in the Kingdom of Allah. 
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2996. Embedded within certains directions concerning a refined domestic and social life, comes this glorious 
payable of Light, which contains layer upon layer of transcendental truth about spiritual mysteries. No notes 
can do adequate justice to its full meaning. Volumes have been written on this subject, the most notable being 
al Ghazali's Mishkat al Anwar. In these notes | propose to explain the simplest meaning of this passage. (R). 





2997. The physical light is bur a reflection of the true Light in the world of Reality, and that true Light 
is Allah, We can only think of Allah in terms of our phenomenal experience, and in the phenomenal world, 
light is the purest thing we know, but physical light has drawbacks incidental to its physical nature: ¢g., (1) 
it is dependent on some source external to itself; (2) it isa passing phenomenon; if we take it to be a form 
of motion or energy it is unstable, like all physical phenomena; (3) it is dependent on space and time; its 
Speed is 186,000 miles per second, and there are stars whose light takes thousands (or millions or billions) 
Of years before it reaches the earth. The perfect Light of Allah is free from any such defects: (R). 


2998. The first three points in the Parable centre round the symbols of the Niche, the Lamp, and the 
Glass. (1) The Niche (Mishka) is the little shallow recess in the wall of an Eastern house, fairly high from 
the ground, in which a light (before the days of electricity) was usually placed. Its height enabled it to diffuse 
the light in the room and minimised the shadows, The background of the wall and the sides of the niche 
helped throw the light well into the room, and if the wall was white-washed, it also acted as a reflector: the 
opening in front made the way for the light. So with the spiritual Light: it is placed high above worldly things: 
it-has a niche or habitation of its own, in Revelation and other Signs of Allah; its:access to men is by a special 
Way, open to all, yet closed to those who refuse its rays. (2) The Lamp is the core of the spiritual Truth, which 
is the real illumination; the Niche is nothing without it; the Niche is actually made for it. (3) The Glass is 
the transparent medium through which the Light passes. On che one hand, it protects the light from moths 
and other forms of low life (lower motives in man) and from gusts of wind (passions), and on the other, it 
transmits the light through a medium which is made up of and akin to the grosser substances of the earth 
(such as sand, soda, potash, etc.), so arranged as to admit the subtle to the gross by its tranparency. So the 
spiritual Truth has to be filtered through human language or human intelligence to make it intelligible 
mankind. 
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2999. The glass by itself does not shine. But when the light comes into it; it shines like @ brilliant star. 
So men of God, who preach Allah's Truth, are themselves illuminated by Allah's Light and become like 
Wuminating media through which that Light spreads and permeates human life. 


3000, The olive tree is not a very impressive tree in its outward appearance. Its leaves have a dull greenish- 
brown colour, and in size it is inconspicuous. But its oil is used in sacred ceremonies and forms a wholesome 
ingredient of food. The fruit has a specially fine flavour. C/ n. 2880 to 23:20. For the illuminating quality 
of its oil, see n. 3002 below. 


$001, This mystic Olive is not localised. It is neither of the East nor the West. It is universal, for such 
is Allah's Light. As applied to the olive, there is also a more literal meaning, which can be allegorised in a 
different way, An olive tree with an eastern aspect gets only the rays of the morning sun; one with @ western 
spect, only the rays of the western sun, In the northern hemisphere the south aspect will give the sun's rays 
a great part of the day, while a north aspect will shut them out altogether, and wce versa in the southern 
hemisphere. But a tree in the open plain or on a hill will get perpetual sunshine by day: it will be more mature, 
and the fruit and oil will be of superior quality. So Allah's light is not localised or immature; it is perfect 
and universal, 


3002. Pure olive oil is beautiful in colour, consistency, and illuminating power. The world has tried all 
kinds of illuminants, and for economic reasons or convenience, one replaces another, But for coolness, comfort 
to the eyes, and steadiness, vegetable oils are superior to electricity, mineral oils,and animal oils. And among 
vegetable oils, olive oil takes a high place and deserves its sacred associations, Its purity is almost like light 
iuelf. you may suppose it.to be almost light before it is lit. So with spiritual Truth: it illuminates the mind 
and understanding imperceptibly, almost before the human mind and heart have been consciously touched by it. 


5005. Glorious, illimitable Light, which cannot be described or measured. And there are grades and 
grades of it, passing transcendently into regions of spiritual height, which man's unagination can scarcely conceive 
of, The topmost pinnacle is the true prototypal Light, the real Light, of which all others were reflections; 
the Light of Allah. Hence the saying of the Holy Prophet about Allah's “Seventy thousand veils of Light” 


$004. The punctuation of the Arabic text makes it necessary to carry back the adverbial clause, “in houses”, 
tosomething in the last verse, say "Lit from a blessed Tree’ the intervening clause being treated as parenthetical. 


» ©3005. That is, in all places of pure worship; but some Commentators understand specia) Mosques, such 
asthe Kabah in Makkah,or the Mosques in Madinah or Jerusalem; for these are specially held in honour. 
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3006. In the evenings: the Arabic word is Asal, a plural of a plural, to imply emphasis: I have rendered 
that shade of meaning by adding the words “again and again” 


$007, “Remembrance of Allah” is wider than Prayer: it includes silent contemplation, and active service 
of Allah and His creatures. The regular Prayers and regular Charity are the social acts performed through 
the organised community. 


$008. Some renderings suggest the effects of terror on the Day of Judgement. But here we are considering 
the case of the righteous, whose “fear” of Allah is akin co love and reverence and who (as the next verse show) 
hope for the best reward from Allah. But the world they will meet will be a wholly changed one. 


$009. The best of the righteous do not deserve the reward that they get: all their faults are forgiven. 
and only their best actions are considered in the reward that they get. Nay, more! Our of the unbounded 
Grace of Allah even more is added to them. For in giving rewards, Allah's bounty is boundless, 


3010. We have had various metaphors to give us an idea of the beneficent Light of Allah in the spiritual 
world. Now we have contrasted metaphors to enable us to see those who deny or refuse that Light, and ar 
overwhelmed in utter darkness, The Light (of Allah) is an absolute Reality, and is mentioned first, and the 
souls that follow that Light are a reflected reality and are mentioned after the Light. On the other hand the 
Darkness is not a reality in itself, but a negation of reality; the reflected existences that refuse the Light are 
mentioned, and then their state, which is Unreality. Two metaphors are given: a mirage, in this verse, and 
the depths of darkness in the sea, in the next, 
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3011. The mirage, of which I have seen several instances in the Arabian deserts and in Egypt, is a strange 
phenomenon of illusion. It is a trick of our vision. In the language of our Parable, it rejects the Light which 
thows us the Truth, and deceives us with Falsehood. A lonely trayeller in a desert, nearly dying of thirst, sees 
abroad sheet of water He goes in that direction, lured on and on, but finds nothing at all. He dies in protracted 
agony. 


3012. The rebel against Allah finds himself like the man deluded by a mirage. The Truth which he rejected 
is always with him. The mirage which he accepted leads to his destruction. 


30138. What a graphic picture of darkness is the depths of the Ocean, wave upon wave, and on top of 
all, dense dark clouds! There is so little light even in ordinary depths of the Ocean that fishes which live there 
lose their eyes as useless organs. For lines 4-5,1 am indebted to Gardiner's Translation of Ghazall's Mishkaz. 


$014. A contrast to “Light upon Light” in 24:35 above. 


$015. The true source of Light in the world of Reality is Allah; and anyone who cuts himself off from 
the Light is in utter darkness indeed, for it is the negation of the only true Light, and not merely relative 
darkness, like that which we see, say, in the shadows of moonlight. 


$016. Cf 21:19-20, 


5017. All denizens of the heavens, such as angels, all denizens of the earth (including the waters) such 
asman, animals, insects, fishes, etc., and all denizens of the air, such as birds, celebrate the praises of Allah. 
Each has his own mode of prayer and praise. It is not necessarily with words, for language (as we know it) 
is peculiar to man, But actions and other modes of self-expression recognise and declare the Glory of Allah. 
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3018. From Him we are; to Him we belong; and to Him we shall return. Not only we, but all Creation, 
proclaims this in the whole world. 


$019. Artists, or lovers of nature, or observers of clouds will appreciate this description of cloud effects— 
thin clouds floating about in fantastic shapes, joining together and taking body and substance, then emerging 
as heavy clouds heaped up, which condense and pour forth their rain. Then the heavy dark clouds in the 
upper regions, that bring hail— how distinct and yet how similar! They are truly like mountain masses! And 
when the hailstones fall, how local their area! It hits some localities and leaves free others almost interlaced! 
And the lightning—how blinding flashes come from thunderous clouds! In this Book of Nature can we pot 
see the hand of the powerful and beneficent Allah? 


$020. His power, wisdom, and goodness are shown no less in the regular phenomena of nature like the 
succession of Day and Night, than in the seasonal or seeming irregular movements of clouds and rain and 
hail and lightning. Those who have the spiritual vision can read this Book of Allah with delight and instruction. 


3021. Cf. 21:30 n. 2691. Protoplasm is the basis of all living matter, and “the vital power of protoplam 
seems to depend on the constant presence of water” (Lowsons’ Text-book of Botany, Indian Edition. London 
1922, p. 23). Text books of Zoology are also clear on the point, For example, see T. J. Parker and W. A. Haswell. 
Textbook of Zoology, London, 1910, vol 1. p. 15: “Living protoplasm always contains a large amount of water 
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3022.. The creeping things include worms and lowly forms of animal life as well as reptiles (like snakes), 
centipedes, spiders, and insects. Where these have legs they are small, and the description of creeping or crawling 
is more applicable to them than that of walking. Fishes and sea-animals generally cannot be said to walk: 
their swimming is like “creeping on their bellies”. Two-legged animals include birds and man. Most of the 
mammals walk on four legs. This includes the whole of the animal world 


$028. In Allah's Will and Plan, the variety of forms and habits among animals is adapted to their various 
modes of life and stages of biological evolution. 


$024. The Hypocrites, far from profiting from Allah's Light and Revelation, or declaring their open hostility, 
play fast and loose according to their selfish worldly aims. 


$025. The Hypocrites only wanted to go to the judge who they thought was likely to give judgement in 
their favour. If their case was incontestable, and justice was on their side, they readily came to the Prophet, 
knowing that he was just and would judge in their favour, even against his own adherents. But if they had 
done wrong, an impartial judge was not to their taste. They would rather go to some one who would tip the 
balance in their favour! This form of selfishness and iniquity was not confined to the Hypocrites of MadTnah. 
It is common in al) ages, and should be suppressed. 
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$026. The real fact is that their conscience smites them, They know their own iniquity, and do not wish 


to go before a just judge who would be open to no influence and would be sure to give a righteous decree, 


$027. Cf. 2:285. Contrast with it the attitude of the Unbelievers or Hypocrites, who say aloud, “we hear’ 
but intend in their hearts to disobey (2:95). 


$028. True happiness, whether here or in the Hereafter, is not to be attained by fraud or duplicity: ¢ 
is the privilege of those who listen attentively to good counsel and carry it out in their lives. 


3029. Some people, especially hypocrites, give hyperbolic assurances, as did the Madinah Hypocrite » 
the Holy Prophet, that they would do any bidding, even to the forsaking of their hearths and homes. To thi 
they are ready to swear their strongest oaths, which mean nothing. They are asked to spare their oaths, and 
quietly do at least such unheroic duties as they are asked to do in everyday life. Idle words are not of the 
least value. Allah will judge by your actions, and He knows all, whether it is open or secret. 
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3030. 


‘If you disobey Allah's commands as explained by His Prophet, you are not going to be forced. 


The Prophet's mission is to train your will and explain clearly all the implications of your conduct. The 
responsibility for your conduct rests entirely on yourselves, 


$031. Three things are promised here, to those who have Faith and obey Allah's Law: (1) that they will 
inherit power and authority on the land, not for any selfish purposes of theirs by way of favouritism, but in 
order that they may maintain Allah's Law; (2) that the Religion of Right, which Allah has chosen for them, 
will be openly established, and will suppress all wrong and oppression; (5) that the righteous will live in peace 
and security, instead of haying to suffer persecution, or leave their hearths and homes for the cause of Allah, 
or practise the rites of their Faith in secret. 


3032, If this verse was revealed about the time of the Battle of the Ditch (al Khandagq), also called the 
Battle of the Confederates (al Ahzab), A.H. 4-5, we can imagine the comfort it gave to the Muslims who were 
besieged in Madinah by a force ten times their number. The Muslims then lived in a state of great suspense 
and danger, and under arms for days on end. (See 3$:9-20), The security and authority they were promised 
came to them subsequently in abundant measures. 
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(24:58-64.) For others’ privacy is most essential, 
In the home and abroad: but superstitions 
Are not met in intercourse amongst kin 
Or true friends. In public council never 
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Demands that ye should give your Leader 
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The inwardness of things both great and small. 
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3033.. We now come to rules of decorum within the family circle in refined society. Servants and childres 
have rather more freedom of access, as they come and go at all hours, and there is less ceremony with them. 
But even in their case there are limitations. During the night, before morning prayer, 7 ¢ , before dawn, they 
must discreetly ask for permission before they enter, partly because they must not unnecessarily disturb people 
asleep, and partly because the people are then undressed. The same applies to the time for the midday sexs, 
and again to the time after night prayers, when people usually undress and turn in to sleep, For grownup 
the rule is stricter: they must ask permission to come in ar all times (24:59), 


3034. This would mean slaves in a regime of slavery. But the principle applies to all personal servanu, 
who have to render personal service to their masters or mistresses by day and by night. 


3035. 1 have translated “come of age” euphemistically for “attain the age of puberty”. 


$036. It is mark of refinement for ladies and gentlemen not to be slipshod or vulgarly familiar, in drew 
manners, or speech; and Islam aims at making every Muslim man or woman, however humble in station, 
a refined gentleman or lady, so that he or she can climb the ladder of spiritual development with humble 
confidence in Allah, and with the cooperation of his brothers and sisters in Islam. The principles here lad 
down apply, if they are interpreted with due elasticity, even if social and domestic habits change, with changes 
in climate or in racial and personal habits. Panctilious self-respect and respect for others, in small thingya 
well as great, are the keynotes in the simple rules of eciquette. 
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3037. Children among you: i.¢., in your house, not necessarily your own children. All in the house, including 
the stranger within your gate, must conform to these wholesome rules” 


3038, Those senior to them: literally, those before them, #¢, those who have already become grown-up 
before these children attain their age. It is suggested that each generation as it grows up should follow the 
wholesome tradition of its predecessors. While they were children, they behaved like children; when they grow 
up, they must behave like grown-ups, 


* $039. The refrain connects up this verse with the last verse, whose meaning is completed here. The slight 
variation (“iis Signs” here, against “the Signs” there) shows that this verse ia more persona), as referring to 
children who have now become responsible men and women, 


3040. For elderly women in the home the rules of dress and decorum are not so exacting as for younger 
women. but they are also enjoined to study modesty, both because it is good in itself, and as an example to 
the younger people. 

3041, Another example of a refrain: see n. 3039 above. Verses 58 and $0 were Uiceer connects’ their 
refrain was practically identical. This verse, though ancillary, is less closely connected, its refrain comes in 
like a half note melody. 


$042. There were various Arab superstitions and fancies which are combated and rejected here, (1) The 
blind, or the halt, or those afflicted with serious disease were supposed to be objects of divine displeasure, 
and as such not fit to be associated with us in meals in our houses: we are not to entertain such a thoughr, 
ws we are not judges of the causes of people's misfortunes, which deserve our sympathy and kindness, (2) It 
was considered unbecoming to take meals in the houses of near relatives: this taboo is not approved, (4) A 
simple superstition about houses in our possession but not in our actual occupation is disapproved. (4) If people 
think they should not fall under obligation to casual friends, that does not apply to a sincere friend, in whose 
company a meal is not to be rejected, but welcomed. (5) If people make a superstition either that they should 
always cat separately, or that they must always cat in company, as some people weary of their own company 
think, either of them is wrong, Man is free and should regulate his life according to needs and circumstances, (R). 


Stirah 24, Al Nir 


Nor in yourselves, that ye 
Should eat in your own houses, 
Or those of your fathers, 
Or your mothers, or your brothers, 
Or your sisters, or your father’s 


Or your mother's sisters, 

Or in houses of which 

The keys are in your possession, 
Or in the house of a sincere 
Friend of yours: there is 

No blame on you, whether 

Ye cat in company or 
Separately, But if ye 

Enter houses, salute each other— 
A greeting or blessing 

And purity as from Allah," 
Thus does Allah make clear 
The Signs to you: that ye 

May understand.**** 


Secrion. 9. 


62, Only those are Believers, 
Who believe in Allah and 

His Mewenger: when they are 
With him on a matter 
Requiring collective action," 
They do not depart until 
They have asked for his leave: 
Those who ask for thy leave 
Are those who believe in Allah 
And His Messenger; so when 
They ‘ask for thy leave, 

For some business of theirs, 
Give leave to those of them 
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5045. ‘The shades of meaning in Sediim are explained inn. 2512 to 19:62. Hose, wor were fire told Ax 
we might acorpl hupitality and good fellowship in each other's howes, Sow we are told what epirit should 
animate tin doing so bt ehould not be a epirit onty of self-eatiafection in & worldly ermee, fi whould tether 


bes spirit of good will in the bhighert epiri 


ritual see of the term — puriey of motives and parity of fife, asia 


the sight of Allah. Cf) Dante in che Aarmdiso (ills 85)0%bo Hila will le our Peace." 


M44. See moors 4039 and MH) abowr, The refrain comes again, ma different form, claang the arpeoe 


from: « different point of view 


SMS. Matter reqeermg collectns acnes: anything chat affects the Commenity as a ehole foe nb ed 
‘fd prepen are periodical occasions of ohis kind, but what io meant bere ja, 1 think. joint eonsultarien wih 
a vies to pine udertahings, such ae fihdd, or some kind of organisstion in peace 





Sirah 24: Al Nur 


Whom thou wilt,*** and ask 
Allah for their forgiveness:*°*’ 


Swi Begwy 


o>. Of Ff 
. 


eT PS, %, PS ef-s a 


For Allah is Oft-Forgiving, tBs2 ee 
Most Merciful, PRES) 
63. Deem not the summons J Nake i (eS) &rd 
Of the Messenger among , al : 
yourselves Ye <0 Aes xs 
Like the summons of one*®** , “ eS, 
Of you to another: Allah 125 (7 
Doth know those of you <3 “if 28 
Who slip away under shelter hives. At-<- 
Of some excuse: then ES easy eae 
Let those beware who oro By? fe se eee 
\ pou is 
Withstand the Messenger's order, 2 je oe) erly 
Lest some trial befall them,’*** 2 fA need BYES ©. ws ey 
Or a grievous Penalty alo “~ Opec 
Be inflicted on them. 
64. Be quite sure that ARIE Oo) 
To Allah doth belong 


Whatever is in the heavens 
And on earth. Well doth He ah. ste 
Know what ye are intent upon:*°*** ale 5 ee 
And one day they will be 
Brought back to Him, and He 
Will tell them the truth 

Of what they did.**"' 

For Allah doth know 

All things. 
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5046. That is, those to whom, in the exercise of your impartial discretion, you think it expedient to give 
leave. "Will", unless the context shows otherwise, means “right will’, not a will without any definite principle 
behind it. 


$047. In important matters of general consultation, even though leave of absence is given on sufficient 
excuse, it implies some defect in duty on the part of the person to whom the leave is given, and therefore 
the need of forgiveness from Him to Whom we owe duty is 4 perfect mesure. 


$048. Three significations are possible. One is that adopted in the Translation, which agrees with the 
view of most Commentators. Another would be: "Do not think that the prayer of the Prophet of Allah is like 
your ordinary requests to another: the Prophet's prayer will be about serious matters and will be accepted 
by Allah’ A third interpretation would be: ‘Do not address the Prophet familiarly as you would address one 
another: use proper terms of respect for him’ 


$049. The “trial” is understood to be some misfortune in this life, and the “grievous Penalty” to be the 
punishment in the Hereafter. 


$050. The condition or position you are in, the motives which actuate you, and the ends you have in view. 


$051. Things misunderstood or maligned, falsely praised or held in honour, or fraudulently shown to 
be good when they are evil—everything will be revealed in its true light on the Day of Final Judgement. 


Intro. to Surah 25 888 


INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 25—AL FURQAN) 


This Sirah further develops the contrast between Light and Darkness. as symbolical ¢ 
knowledge and ignorance, righteousness and sin, spiritual progress and degradation. It closes with 
a definition of the deeds by which the righteous are known in the environment of this world 


It is mainly an early Makkan Sirah, but its date has no significance. 


Summary — Allah's highest gift to man is that He has furnished a Criterion for judgement 
between right and wrong—in His revelation, which teaches us the true significance of our eternal 
Future (25:1-20, and C. 161). 


‘Those who. do not use that Criterion will be full of woe when the Judgement comes, for 
Allah gave full warning at all times (25:21-44, and C. 162). 


"In the contrasts of shade and sun, night and day, death and life, and the whole ordering 
of Allah's Creation, men may learn of Allah Most Gracious; aaarsicas mania inane ay 
to Allah's care for them (25:45-77, and C. 163). 


C. 161, —Among the highest and greatest of the gifts of Allah 
(25:1-20.) Is His Revelation, which is the Criterion 
By which we may judge between right 
And wrong— between false and true worship, 
Between the Message that comes from Allah 
And the forgeries of men, between the Real 
In our eternal Future and the Fancies 
By which we are misled. The Prophets of Allah 
Come as men to live among men and guide them. 


Sirah 25. 


Al Furgan (The Criterion) 


In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, 
Most Merciful. 


1. eaaee is He Who 
nt down the Criterion’ 
To His servant, that it**** 
May be an admonition 
To all creatures — 


. He to Whom belongs 
The dominion of the heavens 
And the earth: no son 
Has He begotten, nor has He 
A partner in His dominion: 
It is He Who created 
All things, and ordered them 
In due proportions.**** 


. Yet have they taken,*°* 
Besides Him, gods that can 


Create nothing but are themselves 


Created; that have no control 
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' $052. Tab@raka: the root meaning is “increase” or “abundance.” Here that aspect of Allah's dealing with 
His creatures is emphasised, which shows his abundant goodnes to all His creatures, in that He sent the Revelation 
of His Will, not only in the unlimited Book of Nature, but in a definite Book in human language. which 
gives clear directions and admonitions to all. The English word “blessed” hardly conveys that meaning. but 
lean find no other without departing far from established usage. To emphasise the meaning I have explained, 
Dhave translated “Blessed is. ", but “Blessed be." is also admissible, as it brings out another shade of meaning. 
that we praise and bless His Holy Name. 


$053. That by which we can judge clearly between right and wrong. Here the reference is to the Qur'in. 
which has already been symbolised by Light. This symbol is continued here, and many contrasts are shown, 
in the midst of which we can distinguish between the true and false by Allah's Light, especially the contrast 
between righteousness and sin. 


$054. The pronoun in yahiina may fefer to Furgan (the Criterion) or the ‘Abd (the Holy Prophet). In 
cither case the ultimate meaning is the same. The Qur'an is the standing Criterion for judgement between 
right and wrong, 


$055. The majesty of Allah and His independence of all wants or help are mentioned, to show how 
exceedingly great is His goodness in revealing His Will to us. 


5056. This is the first great distinction taught by the Criterion: to know the attribute of the True God, 
as against the false fancies of men. (R). 


Siirah 25: Al Furgan 
4. Brut the Misbelievers say: 
Naught is this but a lie***’ 

Which he has forged, 

And others have helped him 
At it.” In truth it is they 
Who have put forward 

An iniquity and a falsehood. 


. And they say: “Tales of 
The ancients, which he has caused 


Morning and evening.”**** 


. Say: “The (Qur'an) was sent down 
By Him Who knows 
The Mystery (that is) in the 
heavens*®** 
And the earth: verily He 
Is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.” 


d they say: “What sort 
f a messenger is this, 
Who eats food, and walks 
Through the streets? Why 
Has not an angel 
Been sent down to him 
"To give admonition with him?*** 
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$057. fk, which | have translated as a “lie” may be distinguished from ziir at the end of this verse, translated 
“falsehood”, The “lie” which the enemies attributed to the Holy Prophet of Allah was supposed to be something 
which did not exist in reality, but was invented by him with the aid of other people: the implication was that 


(1) the Revelation was not a revelation but a forgery, and that (2) the things revealed eg, 


the news of the 


Hereafter, the Resurrection, the Judgement, the Bliss of the Righteous and the sufferings of the Evil, were 
fanciful and had no basis in fact, Delusion is also suggested. The reply is that, so far from that being the 


case, the facts were true and the charges were false 


(zGr)— the falsehood being due to the habits of iniquity 


for which the Misbelievers’ whole mental and spiricual attitude was responsible. (R), 


3058, In their misguided arrogance they say: 


which have come down from ancient times; they are good for amusement, but who takes them seriously? Whes 


the beauty and power of the Revelation are pointed 


out, and its miracle as coming from an unlearned man 


they again hint at other men who wrote them, though they could not produce any one who could write anything 


like it. 


3059. The answer is that the Qur’in teaches spiritual knowledge of what is ordinarily hidden from ment 
sight, and such knowledge can only come from Allah, to Whom alone is known the Mystery of the whole 
Creation. In spite of man's sin and shortcomings, He forgives, and He sends His most precious gift, t«. the 


revelation ot His Will, 


$060, This is another objection: ‘He is only a man like us: why is not an angel sent down, if not by himself, 
at least with him?’ The answer is; angels would be of no use to men as Messengers, as they and men would 
not understand each other, and if angels came, it might cause more confusion and wonder than understanding 


in men's minds, Cf 21:7-8, 17:94-95. The office of 


an angel is different. A teacher for mankind is one who 


shares their nature, mingles in their life, is acquainted with their doings, and sympathises with their jop ani 


sorrows. 


‘We have heard such things before: they are pretty ale 
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8. “Or (why) has not a treasure 5 6 
Been bestowed on him, or lyr o> 
Why has he (not) a garden cortene: 
For enjoyment?” The wicked a pA NMI jet, 
Say: “Ye follow none other es tae 
Than a man bewitched." bee Sh, PRE 
9. See what kinds of companions $re ieee 
They make for thee! JENA is Gee Fi © 
But they have gone astray, , errr EP 
And never a way will they Sus Seb Y3\ Las 
Be able to find!*** oe s 
SECTION 2, 
10. Blessed is He Who,*** 74 4 hear oe 

that were His Will, A Joe AS alts NBG : Le © 
Could give thee better (things) phe pes, 
Than those —Gardens beneath Gatos Ate ays ies 

which*™* e pee: ‘ 
Rivers flow; and He could bs | nse 73 Fey it 
Give thee Palaces (secure we 
To dwell in). 
ll. Nay, they deny the Hour “ Jo. 

(Of the Judgement to come):**** Praca ASC 9 ip 
But We have prepared 
A Blazing Fire for such ptt £5 | Wien 97 re. 
As Mang Siisthdoner paw del ieo-pSbiccl; 





$061, Literally, ‘that he may eat out of it’ As shown in n. 776 to 5:66, akala (to eat) has a comprehensive 
meaning, implying enjoyment of all kinds, physical, social, mental and moral, and spiritual. Here the garden 
itself stands for a type of the amenities of life: its fruits would be available for cating, its coolness for rest 
and refreshment, its waters and its landscape for aesthetic delight, 


5062. Cf 17:47. This speech, of the wicked or the ungodly, is meant to be even more bitter than that 
of the Misbelievers. It makes out the Teacher to be a demented fool. 


3063. The charges the enemies made against the Messenger of Allah recoiled on those who made them. 
The Messenger was vindicated, and went from strength to strength, for Allah's Truth will always prevail. The 
men who perversely leave the way of truth, righteousness, and sincerity, have not only missed the Way, but 
on account of their perversity they will never be able to find any way by which they can get back to Truth. 


$064. Cf above, 25:1) The reminiscent phrase shows that the first argument, about the Revelation and 
Prophethood, is completed, and we now pass on to the contrast, the fate of the rejecters of both. 


4065. [his phrase is usually symbolical of the Bliss in the Hereafter, If it were Allah's Plan, He could 
give his Messengers complete felicity and power in this life also. Instead of being persecuted, mocked, driven 
out of their homes, and having to exert their utmost powers of body, mind, and character to plant the flag 
of Truth in an unbelieving world, they could have lived in ease and security. But that would not have given 
the real lessons they came to teach struggling humanity by their example. 


5066. Denying the Hour of Judgement means denying the power of Justice and Truth to triumph; it means 
amerting the dominion of Evil. But the Reality itself will punish them, as shown in the following verses. 


Sirah 25: Al Furgan 892 Swi Bey 


12, When it sees them “4: 
From a place far off, are Aoi 453 ® 
‘They will hear its fury COA BCs go 
And its raging sigh.!? Sabi plasBi ae 

13. And when they are cast, AGC 
Bound together, into a eae a ‘ahs ® 
Constricted place therein, they ratecr) dct 

- Will plead for destruction PELAN SY, \ 63 Ode 
_ There and then!*°** 

14. “This day plead not (ae ES 
For a single destruction; Aes! 7 pax yes YS 
Plead for a destruction oft- fat d 

repeated!" Seo sree) s\oaly 

15. Say: “Is that best, or o Do) 4 . 
The eternal Garden, promised**** Ae ao Fey % 
To the righteous? For them, lame Poy Z 
That is a reward as well Vann; ae Se: Coes A 
As a goal (or attainment).*°”° 

16. “For them there will be a ~ Aj, lish oF 
Therein all that they wish for: Ghd Syl sbelGis 0) 

r They will dwell (there) for aye: le eeatoeditinhd’ 

A promise to be prayed for fa lhe ayue eb 
From thy Lord"*¢7! 

17, The Day He will gather aay Ad oc neh Aervece py 
Them together as well as = ens a9 hore g | 
Those whom they worship esr et oS FR BT 7 Ze 
Besides Allah, He will ask*®’* ape Nd elles 


“Was it ye who led 





3067. For zaftr, a deep emission of breath or a sigh, see n. 1607 to 11106. Here the Fire is personified 
It is raging with hunger and fury, and as soon as it sees them from ever so far, it emits a sigh of desire: Til 
then they had not realised their full danger, Now, just as their heart begins to cremble with terror, they ae 
bound together—like with like--and cast. into the roaring flames! 


3068. Anything — total annihilation — would be better than the anguish they will suffer. But no annihilation 
will be granted to them. One destruction will not be enough to wipe out the intensity of theif anguish. They 
will have to ask for many destructions, but they will nor get them! 


$069. Shifting the scene back to this life, they may fairly be asked; “Here is the result of the two couns 
of conduct; which do you prefer?” 


3070. ‘To the righteous, the fina! Bliss will in one sense be a reward. But the word “reward” does ast 
truly represent facts, for two reasons: (1) the Bliss will be greater than they deserved: and (2) righteousmew 
is its own reward. The best way of expressing the result would be to say that their highest Wish will now hie 
been attained; the goal will have been reached; they will be in Allah's Presence’ That is salvation fn the higher 


$071. That is the sort of thing—the Goal of Allah's Presence —to be prayed for from Allah, and pat 
ephemeral things, even though they may be good. And that is the sort of thing that Allah has promised and 
undertaken to give. 


3072 The question is as in a Court of Justice, to convince those who stand arraigned 
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These My servants astray, 


Or did they stray 


From the Path themselves?” 
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18. They will say: “Glory to Thee! cls KC 2 3G 
Not meet was it for us Hs $ : Wb & 
That we should take AAT F) & SSR 
For protectors others besides Colin ih 3 pS ¥ 
ij Thee;*°” --* <17\-% . B- 93S 
But Thou didst bestow, ere le 9 eh ne: oF 
On them and their fathers, “tt at Ze 
Good things (in life), until Si S 
They forgot the Message: tet 
For they were a people 4% O3i2 
(Worthless and) lost.” be» Lal 
19. (Allah will say): “Now mt 
Have they proved you liars = JB, Sic 5K 'O) 
In what ye say; so ee ne 2 Z 
Ye cannot avert (your penalty)**’* Vad Vala ne ; : pn Se | 
Nor (get) help.” And whoever J = i 
Among you does wrong, > Ses a cy 
Him shall We cause to taste 
_ Of a grievous Penalty, neat at 
20. And the messengers whom We An hea Ah al l lle siL te 
Sent before thee were all Ae pllosGisliillsy 6 
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We have made some of you 
As a trial for others:**’* 


ee 5. . Ze rere & oer 
43 aed pS ls SI TIG 





3075. The creatures of Allah who were worshipped will prove that they never asked for worship: on the 
contrary they themselves worshipped Allah and sought the protection of Allah and of none but Allah. C/ 
46:56. They will go further and show that the false worshippers added ingratitude to their other sins: for 

bentoowed abundance on them, and they blasphemed against Allah. Le Sad pene ore: cee 

for the word bur bears both significations. 


3074. The argument is as in a court of justice, [f the false worshippers plead (hat they were misled by 
those whom they falsely worshipped, the latter will be confronted with them and will prove that plea to be 
false. No help can be got from them, and the penalty cannot then be averted. After all these things are thus 
eaplained in detail beforehand, all ungodly men should repent and turn to Allah. False worship is here identified 
with sin, for sin is disobedience to Allah, and arises from a wrong appreciation of Allah's attributes and His 
goodness to His creatures. The sinful man refuses, in his conduct, to serve Allah: Be serves other things chan 
Allah. (R) 


‘ $075. Cf. above, 25:7, and also 26:92-94. 


| $076. In Allah's universal Plan, each unit or thing serves a purpose. If some are rich, the poor should 

hot envy them» it may be that the rich man’s proximity is itself a crial of their value. If some are poor, the 
Tighteous rich should not despise or neglect them: it may be that their coming within their sight is a trial 
for the real feeling of charity or brotherly love in the rich. If A is bad-tempered or persecutes or ill-uses B, 
it may be an opportunity for B to show his patience or humility or his faith in the ultimate prevalence of 
justice and truth, Whatever our experiences with other human beings may be, we must make them subserve 
the ends of our spiritual improvement and perhaps theirs too. 
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22. 


23. 


Will ye have patience? 
For Allah is One Who 
Sees (all things). 
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C. 162.— Woe to the misbelievers who arrogantly 
(25:21-44.) Demand to see Allah, yet reject 
His Signs! The Judgement will come, 
And then they will see, too late, how evil 
Casts nothing but treacherous snares for man. 
Slowly comes Allah's Revelation, in ways 
Most conducive to man's enlightenment. 
Men in their folly reject the most obvious 
Signs of Allah. Let them mock! Soon 
Will they know! Alas! men ruled by self-impulse 
Are worse than brute beasts to guide or control! 


SECTION 3. 


’ Such as fear not 


The meeting with Us*°? 

(For Judgement) say: 

“Why are not the angels 

Sent down to us, or 

(Why) do we not see*°’* 

Our Lord?” Indeed they 

Have an arrogant conceit 

Of themselves, and mighty 

Is the insolence of their impiety! 


The Day they see the angels— 
No joy will there be 

To the sinners that Day: 

The (angels) will say: 

“There is a barrier 

Forbidden (to you) altogether!"*°”* 


And We shall turn 
To whatever deeds they did 
(In this life), and We shall 
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3077. The blasphemers who have given up all Faith and laugh at the Hereafter: nothing is sacred to them: 
their arrogance and insolence are beyond all bounds. 


$078..Cf. 2:55. The Israelites in the time of Moses demanded to see Allah, But they were dazed with 
thunder and lightning even as they looked on. Indeed death would have been their fate, had it not been for 
the mercy of Allah. 


$079. They will not be allowed to enjoy:any of the felicity or peace which will be the normal state of 
the new world of Reality. Their own past will.stand as a barrier to shut them off. 
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Make such deeds as floating dust NEAL Bigec 2% 
Scattered about.*?* Dceritet paneer) 

24. The Companions of the Garden of oh, Race 
Will be well, that Day, prs) 
In their abode, and have Pe 2964 L7e gb Bor 
The fairest of places for repose.**"! Wate pen!’ | hme Ae 

25. The Day the heaven shall be COS giles Zocor 
Rent asunder with clouds,**" —_ 4 lela ps {op 
And angels shall be sent down, tte cane 

_. Descending (in ranks) — Wx AUys 

26, That Day, the dominion mot eee hol 

As of tight and truth, aeees Ayn © 
Shall be (wholly) for (Allah)*** eore 
Most Merciful: it will be EUS; 
A Day of dire difficulty i a 2 iT 
For the disbelievers. acl Ssh 

27. The Day that the wrongdoer At FG) Sh LEN ¢ arecrer 
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He will say, “Oh! would that SF y BSN AE BRO ES oo 
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With the Messenger!*°** 
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Would that I had never AAD Ssh 
Taken such a one facet 
For a friend! Wee 
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After it had come to me! 





3080. The false hopes they built on in this life, and the deeds they did under the shadow of such false 
hopes will be dissipated as if they were dust flying about in the wind. They will have no value whatever (Cf. 2/167). 


$081. The barrier which will shut out the evil ones will not exist for the righteous, who will havean abode 
of bliss and repose, for they will be in the Garden of Allah's Good Pleasure 


5082. It will be a new world, and the symbolism to describe it must necessarily draw upon our present 
experience of the finest things in nature. The sky, which now appears remote and unpeopled will be rent asunder. 
There will appear clouds of glory—angels and spiritual Lights of all grades and ranks—and the true majesty 
and goodness of Allah will be visible as it should be in reality, and as it is not now, on account of “our muddy 
vesture of decay”. (R). 


3083. See last note. 


3084. The words are general, and for us the interest is in a general sense. A man who actually receives 
the Truth and is on the right path is all the more culpable if he is diverted from that path by the machinations 
of a worldly friend. The particular person whom some Commentators mention in this connection was one 
‘Ugbah who received the light of Islam, but was misled afterwards by a worldly friend into apostasy and blasphemy. 
He came to an evil end afterwards. 
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Ah! the Evil One is 4 se s.¢ 
But a traitor to man!"*°* a Fevem had es] AIS; 
30. Then the Messenger will say: 
“O my Lord! Truly : SPAS Jase © 
My people took this Qur’an TAN ALT RAL 
For just foolish nonsense.”*°* Yeege ole padi lina! tyisel 
31. Thus have We made “. aa rer SOP \ reer 
For every prophet an enemy 2e io SN whe ASS $8 
Among the sinners: but enough 13 oil 
Is thy Lord to guide eer Sou pal 
And to help.***” 
82. Those who reject Faith Af 4e 
Say: "Why is not the Qur'an AS Jb © 
Revealed to him all at once? re CEB dss FF 40d 4S 
Thus (is it revealed), that We te abeole diate Je NP 
May strengthen thy heart’®** “73 7 6% : 
Thereby, and We have D5 sy CES DISC 
Rehearsed it to thee in slow, bo) th 
Well-arranged stages, gradually. ee 3 5ak ) 
33. And no question do they Ae dan Aca 
Bring to thee but We JAE Esty, oi 
Reveal to thee the truth ¢ ec Ft ore 4 
And the best explanation Leer ere ose, 


(thereof).**** 





$085, The seductive wiles of the Evil One are merely meant for snares. Thete is fraud and treachery 
in them. The deceived ones are left in the lurch after the way of escape is made impossible for them 


5086. “My people” are of course the unbelieving Quraysh. They treated the Qur'an as foolish nonsense 
ie, something to be discarded. But they were only a handful of people whose vested interests were touched 
by the beneficent reforms initiated by Islam, They soon passed away, and al) Arabic-speaking or Arabic 
understanding people have considered the Qur'an as a treasury of Truths expressed in the most beautiful posible 
language, with a meaning that grows deeper with research. (R). 


5087, It is the nature of sin to be hostile to truth and righteousness, but such hostility will not hare 
the righteous and need cause no misgiving because Allah will guide and help those who work in His cause 
And what could be better or more effective than His guidance and help? 


5088. Three reasons are given for the gradual revelation of the Qur'an. (1) “Jo strengthen thy heart™ 
the tremendous task of winning the Arab nation, and, through them, the whole world, to Islam. required 
superhuman patience, constancy, and firmness, and these qualities were strengthened by the gradual 
promulgation of solutions to each difficulty as it arose. (2) “Slow, well-arranged stages” though the nage 
were gradual, as the occasion demanded from time to time, in the Course of twenty-three years, the whole 
emerged, when completed, as a well-arranged scheme of spiritual instruction, as we have seen in following 
the arrangement of the Sirahs. (3) Questions put and answers given: see next note 


$089. Divine knowledge is a fathomless ocean. But glimpses of it can be obtained by any individuah 
sincerely searching for the Truth. Their progress will be in grades. If they ask questions, and answers are then 
furnished to them, they are more likely to apprehend the Truth, as they have already explored the part of 
the territory in which they are interested, In the same way, when concrete questions arise by the logic of events 
and they are answered not only for the occasion, but from a general stand-point. the teaching has a far greater 
chance of penetrating the human intelligence and taking shape in practical conduct. And this is the usual 
way of instruction in the Qur'an. 
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34. Those who will be gathered bas saiagtacte 
To Hell (prone) on their Sysudll 
faces —*°*° ere hs dd 50 
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SECTION 4. 
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$090, That is, in ignominy. 


$091. This verse may be compared and contrasted with 25:24 above. Here the argument is rounded off 
about the distinction between the Good and Evil in their final Destiny. The Good are to have “the fairest 
of places for repose", and in contrast, the Evil are, “as to Path, most astray”. They have no repose, and their 
wanderings lead nowhere. 


$092. Cf 20:29, and the whole passage there, which is merely referred w here, to show how previous 
Prophets were treated, but how they stuck fast to the Criterion given, to distinguish between Good and Evil 


3098. The stories of Noah, of the prophets of ‘Ad and Thamid (and of other prophets), in the reactions 
of their communities to their teaching are told in 26:105-159, below, Here they are just mentioned to illustrate 
how little respect past ages had for their prophets and teachers of Truth, But Allah's Truth did not suffer: 
it was the blind rejecters of spiritual Truth who were wiped out. 


$094. Commentators are not clear as to who the “Companions of the Rass" were. The root meaning of 
“yas” is an old well or shallow water-pit. Another root connects it with the burial of the dead. But it is probably 
the name of a town or place. The “Companions of the Rass” may well have been the people of Shu'ayb, as 
they are here mentioned with the ‘Ad, the Thamiid, and Lot's people, and the people of Shu‘ayb are mentioned 
in a similar connection in 26:176-190 and in 11:84-95. Shu'ayb was the prophet of the Madyan people in the 
northwest of Arabia, where many old wells are found. There is however, an oasis town af Rass in the district 
of Qasim in Middle Najd, about thirty-five miles southwest of the town of “Unayzah, reputed to be the central 
point of the Arabian Peninsula, and situated midway berween Makkah and Basrah. See Doughty’ Arabia 
| Deserta, thin paper one-volume edition, London 1926, II. 435 and Map, Lat. 26*N., and Long. 43°E. 


SUrah 25: Al Furgan 898 UGG Aneae 
Of the Rass, and many i arecte she age 
A generation between them. (SOS S 


39, To each one We set forth “1 rob teh? eee LB 2 
Parables and examples; Sela Losey 9) 
And each one We broke Csceetce es 


To utter annihilation eeiy ey 
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41. When they see thee, 
They treat thee no otherwise 
Than in mockery: “Is this 
The one whom Allah has sent 
As a messenger?” 
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42. “He indeed would well-nigh 


Have misled us from 

Our gods, had it not been 
That we were constant 

To them!"—Soon will they 
Know, when they see 

The Penalty, who it is 
That is most misled 

In Path!*°%* 
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$095, This refers to Lot's story and the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, the wicked cities of the 
plain near the Dead Sea, by a shower of brimstone. The site lies on the highway between Arabia and Syria, 
Cf 15:74, 76, and n. 1998. 


3096. © Path” (Sabil) is almost equivalent here to conduct or way of life. 


$097, The man who worships his own passions or impulses or desires is the most hopeless to teach or 
lead or guide, If it were anything else the matter with him, the Teacher could argue with him. But Reasop 
cannot prevail over blind passion. It is vain to hope that such a man could be led, until his mad desires are 
killed. No one could undertake any responsibility for him, for he obeys no law and follows no advice. He 
wore than brute beasts, which may not understand, but at least follow the wholesome instincts implanted 
in them by Allah, The lawless man has killed his instincts and is unwilling to submit to guidance. 
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They are only like cattle; — ON Rit hep me ben tpes efi fs oe 
Nay, they are worse astray Ws Solan od Si beya eco es 
In Path. 


C. 163.— But the Signs of Allah are everywhere 
(25:45-77.) In creation. The Sun and the Shadow, 
The Day and the Night, the Wind and the Rain — 
All things in nature are symbols, and point 
To the Law Divine, and the destiny, good 
Or ill, of man. Will he not learn 
And put his trust in Him, the Merciful? 
His true servants ever adore him 
In humility and fear of wrong, in faith 
And just moderation in life, in respect 
: For duties owed to Allah and men 
And self, in avoidance of all that is false 
Or futile, in strict and grateful attention 
To Allah's Message, and in the wish 
To put themselves and their families 
In the van of those who love and honour Allah, 


SECTION 5. 


45. Hast thou not turned®*%* Ma aScb bes! Lol Kop 


: y vision to thy Lord?— 


How He doth prolong*°** ‘ grere =) 
The Shadow! If He willed: Kis, Bees Gy, Lal 
He could make it stationary! aT i Lies 
Then do We make Su Puvagees| (hie 


The sun its guide;*! 





$098. We saw in 24:35 that Allah is the Light of the heavens and the earth. We have now, another sublime 
passage, in which we are asked to contemplate the Glory of Allah by a parable of the subtle play of Light 
and Shade in Allah's creation, (R). 


~ $099. In our artificial life and surroundings we fail to see some of the finest mysteries of Light and Shadé. 
‘We praise, and rightly so, the wonderful colours of sunset. We see, particularly in climates more northerly 
than that of India, the subtle play of Light and Shade in the twilights succeeding sunsets. If we were as assiduous 
in seeing sunrises and the play of Light and Shade preceding them, we should see phenomena even more 
impressive, as the early morning seems to us more holy than any other time in the twenty-four hours of the 
sun's daily journey. There is the first false dawn, with its curious uncertain light and the curious long uncertain 
shadows which it casts. Then there are the streaks of black in the East, succeeded by the true dawn, with 
its delicate tones of colours, and light and shade. THe light of this true or false Dawn is not given by the 
rays of the sun. In a sense it is not light, but the shadows or reflections of light. And they gradually 
ill into actual sunrise, with its more substantial or more defined shadows, which we can definitely connect 
the sun, 


herr 


- $100. The morning shadows are long but more definite, and their length and direction are seen to be 
guided by the sun. But they change insensibly every second or fraction of a second. | 
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$101. As the sun rises higher and higher, the shadows contract. In regions where the sun actually gu | 


to the zenith at noon, there is no shadow left at that time. Where does it go? It was but a shadow cam by 
a substance and it gets absorbed by the substance which produced it. (R), 


$102, Let us now reverently turn our vision (as far as we are able) to the symbolic meaning. Allah i 
the Light, All things in creation— whether concrete or abstract — are but shadows, depending on His Light 
All shadows are not equal, He gives length or size of substance to such as He pleases. And some shadows almon 
become reflected lights, like the light of the false or the true Dawn. Such are holy men, in all kinds of gradation. 
“The shadows are constantly in.a state of flux; so are all things in Creation, all things we see or covet in tha 
life. Allah, if He wills, can give some of them greater fixity or comparative stability. (R). 


$103. Here-the symbolism presents a fresh point of view. It is still a contrast between Light and Shade; 
but the shade of Night is as a Robe to cover and screen us and give us Repose from activity; and the Light 
of Day is for striving, work, activity. Or again, the Night is like Death, our temporary Death before Judgement, 
the time during which our senses are sealed in Sleep; and the Day is like the renewal of Life at the Resurrection, 


3104. Cf 7:57 and 27:63. The Winds are heralds of Joy, ushering in Rain, which is one form of Allaby 
Mercy. Again, the symbolism presents a fresh point of view. Heat (which is connected with light) sets up currena 
in the atmosphere, besides sucking up moisture from the seas, and distributing it by means of Winds ont 
wide surfaces of the earth. In the physical world we know the beneficent action of heat on life, and by contras, 
we also know how intolerable high temperatures may become, and how the cloud-bearing Winds come » 
welcome heralds of rain, (R). 


3105, Rain water (in pure air) is not only pure water distilled in air and sky, but it is the best purifying 
and sanitating agent on the largest scale known to us. 


$106. The whole cycle of water—sea, clouds, rain or hail or snow, rivers, and sea again—is a remarkable 
illustration of the processes of nature making Allah's providence visible to us. The salts of the sea sania 
and purify all the filth that pours into it. Water action, in the form of rain, frost, glaciers, rivers, lakes, etc. 
is responsible for the building up and configuration of the crust of the earth, and is the chief agent in physical 
geography. A parched desert quickly comes to life under the action of water. All drinking water, whether derived 
from rivers, canals, lakes, reservoirs, springs, wells, or waterworks of any kind, are ultimately traceable to rin, 
The connection of life with water is intimate. The physical basis of life itself, protoplasm, is, in ore 
water: see 25:54 below. 





| 
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$107, The water is distributed all over the world, in order that all life may receive its support, according 
to its needs. In 25:48-50, we have the argument of contrasts stated in another way. Water is life, and is made 
available to sustain life all over the world: this is a physical fact which all can see. But water is also the symbol 
of spiritual life, whose sustaining principle is the Will of Allah as made known to us through Revelation. It 
sometimes comes to us in our inward or spiritual storms, Many violent unsetdements of the spirit are but heralds 
of the refreshing showers of spiritual understanding that come in their wake, They purify our souls, and produce 
spiritual Life even where there was a parched spiritual desert before. They continue to sustain us in our normal 
spiritual Life out of che reservoirs of Allah's Revelation, which are open w all, and well-distributed in time 
and space. The universality of distribution is again referred to in the following verse. 


i. $108. In contrast to Allah's abounding Mercy is man’s base ingratitude: another symbolic contrast between 
Light and Darkness, or Water and Drought. 


5109. Allah's Message has been distributed to all nations. If it had been necessary, a Prophet could have 
been sent to every town and village. But Allah's Plan is different. He has sent His Light to every heart, through 
His Signs in man's conscience, in Nature, and in Revelation. 


$110. The distribution of Allah's Signs being universal, the Prophet of Allah pays no heed to carping 
critics who reject Faith. He wages the biggest Jihid of all. with the weapon of Allah's Revelation. (R). 


Sill. Maraga: literally, let free or loose cattle for grazing. Bahrayn: two seas, or two bodies of flowing 
water: for bahr is applied both to the salt sea and to rivers. In the world taken as a whole, there are two 
hodies of water, vtz., (1) the great salt Ocean, and (2) the bodies of sweet water fed by rain, whether they 


in a sense they do mingle, Sion nti te ds tnaqedass wwinencyiten seen. 3106 above: and the rivers flow constantly 
to the sea, and tidal rivers get sea water for several miles up their estuaries at high tide. Yet in spite of all 
this, the laws of gravitation are like a barrier or partition set by Allah, by which the two bodies of water as 
awhole are always kept apart and distinct. In the case of rivers carrying large quantities of water to the sea, 
like the Mississippi or the Yangtse-Kiang, the river water with its silt remains distinct fromm sea water for a 
jong distance out to sea. But the wonderful Sign is that the two bodies of water, though they pass through 
tach other, remain distinct bodies, with their distinct functions (Cf 27:61 and 55:12). 
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S12. In Allah's overall scheme of things, bodies of salt and sweet water, which are adjoining and yet separate 
have significant functions. Weaving a harmonious fabric out of these different fibres shows both Allah's power 
and wisdom. Incidentally, this verse points to a fact which has only recently been discovered by science Thi 
fact relates to the oceans of the world: they meet and yet each remains separate for Allab has placed “a barrier 
a partition” between them. (Eds.) (Cf 25:100). 


A 


SUS. The basis of all living matter in the physical world, protoplasm, is water: Cf 24:45 and 21:50, and 
notes thereon. 


Sil4, Wateris a fluid, unstable thing: yet from it arises the highest form of life known to us in this world 
man. And man has not only the functions and characteristics of the noblest animals, but his abstract relationship: 
are also typical of his highest nature. He can trace lineage and pedigree, and thus remember and commemorate 
a long line of ancestors, to whom he is bound by ties of piety, which no mere animal can do. Further, there 
is the mystic union in marriage: it isnot only like the physical union of animals, but it gives rise to relationship 
arising out of the sexes of individuals who were not otherwise related to each other, These are physical and 
social facts. But behind them; again, is the symbolic lesson of spiritual contrasts: as there is a long way ® 
go between water and man, so there is a long way to go between an ordinary man and him who is lifted w 
to divine Light. As opposite sexes, though different in function, are one and contribute to each other's happiness 
80 persons of diverse talents may unite in the spiritual world for their own highest good and in the service of Allah 

S115. Here is the highest contrast of all — material things which are inert, and Allah, Whose goodses 
and power are supreme; Faith and Unfaith, meriting glad tidings and admonition: the selfish man whol 
self-centered, and the man of God, who works for others without reward. 
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SECTION 6. 
61. tilessed is He Who made bettie d. tenn eae 
nstellations in the skies, lena pela l 3 Jars Mave Gy 
And placed therein a Lamp*?! Sipe yer >. ms 
__ And a Moon giving light; Lee (35 mr 8 Se Kas 





_ 36. Allah knows our faults better than we or anyone else. It is no use hiding anything from Him. We 
(oust put our trust completely in Him. His care is for ally and He is Allah Most Gracious. 


= 
S117. Cf. 7:54 and n. 1031. 
| SUB, Seen. 1586 to 10:3. 


309. The argument is about the question, ‘in whom shall we put our trust?” Worldly men put their 
trust in worldly things: the righteous man only in Allah. The true distinction will be quite clear from a ray 
‘of divine knowledge, If you do not see it all clearly, ask of those who possess such knowledge. 


$120. Those who have no spiritual Light cannot understand this precept about putting all our trust in 
‘Allah. It seems to them foolish. They have no faith, or but a superficial faith. They may possibly pronounce 
the name of Allah on their lips, but they cannot understand the full significance of His title of Rahman (Most 
Gracious). Perhaps they are afraid on account of their sins; perhaps they do not see how unbounded is the 
mercy of Allah. Such men are contrasted against the truc servants of Allah, who are described below in 25:63-75. 


» 321. The glorious Lamp of the skies is the Sun; and next to him is the Moon, which gives borrowed 
fight. The Constellations of course, include the Signs of the Zodiac, which mark the path of the planets in 
the heavens (Cf. 15:16). 
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$122. The scenes of the phenomenal world are Signs of the Self- Revelation of Allah, for those who understand 
and who have the will co merge their wills with His. This they do (1) by praising Him, which means understanding 
something of His nature, and (2) by gratitude to Him, which means carrying out His Will, and doing mal 
to their fellow creatures, These two attitudes of mind and heart give rise to various consequences in their ling 
which are detailed in the following verse. 


S123. ignorant: in a spiritual sense, Address: in the aggressive sense, Their humility is shown in two wae 
(1) t0 those in real search of knowledge, they give such knowledge as they have and as the recipients can asimilaic 
(2) to those who merely dispute, they do not speak harshly, but say “Peace!", as much as to say, “May ice 
well with you, may you repent and be better"; Si agile oe apple pti Pigg at “a 
and Good-bye; let me leave you!” 


$124. Humble prayer brings them nearer to Allah. 


$125, This isa prayer of humility; such a person relies, not on any good works which he may have dow 
but on the Grace and Mercy of Allah: and he shows a lively sense of the Day of Judgement, ree 
will weigh for or against a soul. 


3126. sa ig a al ap ligt 
rest in” or “to stand in’, if it be only for a short time. 
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“70. Unless he repents, believes 

And works righteous deeds, 

For Allah will change 
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Into good, and Allah is 
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© $127-in ordinary spending, this is a wise rule. But even in charity, in which we give of our best, it is 

pot expected that we should be extravagant, i¢., that we should either do it for show (to impress other people), 
OF 00 it thoughtlessly, which would be the case if we “rob Peter to pay Paul” We should certainly not be miserly, 
but we should remember everyone's nghts, including our own, and strike a perfectly just balance between them. 

$128. Here three things are expressly condemned: (1) false worship, which is a crime against Allah, (2) 
the taking of life, which is a crime against our fellow creatures; and (3) fornication, which is a crime against 

self-respect, against ourselves. Every crime is against Allah, His creatures, and ourselves, but some may 
pi more in relation to one than to another The prohibition against taking life is qualified: “except 
for just cause”: ¢g., in judicial punishment for murder, or in self-preservation, which may include not only 
self-defense in the legal sense, but also the clearing out of pests, and the provision of meat under conditions 
i Hela: see n. 698 to 5:5. After this comes a long parenthesis, which ends with verse 71, below. 

3129. The three crimes just mentioned are specially detestable and infamous, and as ignominy will be 
to other punishments, the penalty will be double that of ordinary punishment (Cf 7-38, 11:20, and 33:68) 

850, But even in the case of great crimes, if there is true repentance as tested by a changed life in conduct. 
‘Allah’ Mercy is available, and it will transform the repentant’s nature from evil to good (C/ 64:9). 
SIS]. Witness no falsehood has wo significations, both implied in this passage: (1) those who give no 
evidence that is false; and (2) those who do not assist in anything which implies fraud or falsehood. 

$182. There is not only condemnation of positive falsehood or of being mixed up with things implying 
‘filithood, but futilities~ vain random talk, unedifying jokes, useless show. ete. — are all condemned. If a good 
‘min finds himself in such an affair, he must withdraw from it in an honourable. dignified way. not in a fussy 
afrogant way. 





Siirah 25; Al Furgan 


They pass by it 
With honourable (avoidance); 


738. Those who, when are Or a eo ie OE 4e- 
Admonished with ae Signs A Sy Sali Sal © 
Of their Lord, droop not down'™* Soper ts noe h es 
At them as if they were Gites licolgclely 2) 
Deaf or blind; 

74. And those who pray, 42 hee 
“Our Lord! kee unto us Ne fesr Ses 
Wives and offspring who will be ins 
The comfort of our eyes,’!* TSS ae 
And give us (the grace) ae 
To lead the righteous.”** Anke gel Casi 


75. Those are the ones who 
Will be rewarded with 
The highest place in heaven, 
Because of their patient constancy: 
Therein shall they be met 
With salutations and peace, 


SAAS; ? 
ies Cea 
Vasey ester Bes 
Gace rs & 


apr ie- --s o “fe 


76, Dwelling therein—how beautiful 
An abode and place of rest! 


77. Say (to the Rejecters): 


Vohiae 9) panes aes 
t2- o~,7 of 
“My Lord is not uneasy DRE wl @ 
Because of you if ye call not on 


. Him:** Teste 
But ye have indeed rejected 
(Him), and soon will come 
The inevitable (punishment)!" 


(7 as 


VRC ee pom ay 





5135. Kharre may mean: to fall down, to snore, to droop down as if the person were bored or inattentive, 
or did not wish to see or hear or pay attention, 


$154. We must also pray for the maintenance of Allah's Law after us, through our wives and descendants 
in our eyes they should not be mere accidents or play things, but a real comfort and fulfilment of our spiritual 
longings. Perhaps, through them, as well as through ourselves, we may, by Allah's grace, be able to gues 
lead for truth and righteousness, 


$135. Let us recapitulate the virtues of the servants of Allah: (1) they are humble and forbearing to those 
below them in spiritual worth: (2) they are constantly, by adoration, in touch with Allah. (3) they always remember 
the Judgement in the Hereafter; (4) they are moderate in all things; (5) they avoid treason to Allah, to their 
fellow creatures, and to themselves; (6) they give a wide berth not only to falsehood but to futiliry: (7) they 
pay attention, both in mind and manner, to the Signs of their Lord; (8) their ambition is to bring up ther 
families in righteousness and to lead in all good. A fine code of individual and social ethics, a ladder of spiritual 
development, open to all. 


$136. Let not. the wicked think chat it causes Allah any annoyance or anecasiness if they do not serveat 
worship Him. He is high above all needs, But He turns in His Mercy to all who call on Him, For those who 
arrogantly reject Him, the evil consequences of their rejection are inevitable, and must soon come to pam (R} 


“ Here whet He A i 


Intro. to Surah 26 907 


INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 26—AL SHUARA: 


This Sirah begins a new series of four Sirahs (26 —29), which illustrate the contrast between 
the spirit of Prophecy and spiritual Light and the reactions to it in the communities among whom 
it appeared, by going back to old Prophets and the stories of the Past, as explained in the Introduction 
to S. 17. 

In this particular Surah we have the story of Moses in his fight with Pharaoh and of Pharaoh's 
discomfiture. Other Prophets mentioned are Abraham, Noah, Hid, Salih, Lit, and Shu'ayb. The 
lesson is drawn that the Qur'an is a continuation and fulfilment of previous Revelations, and is 
pure Truth, unlike poetry of vain poets. 


Chronologically the Sirah belongs to the middle Makkan period, when the contact of the 
Light of Prophecy with the milieu of Pagan Makkah was testing the Makkans in their most arrogant 
. 7 4 


Summary —The conflict of Unbelief with Truth is vain: pi was the conflict of Pharaoh with 
Moses: Pharaoh's magicians bowed to the Truth, and Pharaoh and his hosts were drowned (26:1-69, 
and C. 164). 


Nor did Abraham's people gain anything by their resisting of the Truth he preached, and 
Noah's people perished by their Unbelief (26:70-122, and C, 165). 


but in both cases the evil ones were brought low (26:123-159, and C. 166), 


Lit had to deal with unspeakable crimes, and Shu'ayb against dishonest dealings and mischief: 
their teaching was rejected, but the rejecters were wiped out (26:160-191, and C. 167). 


So, when the spirit of Prophecy came to Makkah, it was resisted by the votaries of evil: 
but Truth is not like vain poetry, and must triumph at last (26:192-227, and C. 168). 


C. 164. Allah's Plan works unceasingly: His Light 
(26:1-69.) Shines none the less brightly, because some 
Reject it or mock at it. Moses was freed 
From all fear when Allah gave him His Signs 
And sent him to Pharaoh; he boldly 
? Proclaimed the Message, and won the wise ones 
Of Egypt: the rejecters, with Pharaoh, perished, 
And their heritage passed to worthier hands. 


Stirah 26. 
Al Shu‘ara’ (The Poets) TRS | eRe 
In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, mane Ss r 
Most Merciful. ; ~~ S ee 
1. Ta Sin Mim.” pa 
‘2. These are Verses of the Book oN. CWE CIC ce 
That makes (things) clear.** onl hem hells 6 


8. Jc may be thou frettest pet et ee 
Thy soul with grief, that they” ei) BIS SSS OCS pela ) 
Do not become Believers. 


4. If (such) were Our Will,*'** feo mee 
We could send down to them ale Tati JRE > 
From the sky a Sign, , 214 asco 
To which they would bend cna d Apis 
Their necks in humility. 

5. But there comes not cd reates 
To them a newly-revealed peso Ficiesie 0) 
Message from (Allah) Most rary 

Gracious, ne ae ee 6Y] 

But they turn away therefrom. 

6. They have indeed rejected st aner 
(The Message): Paste 0) 





3137. This is a combination of three Abbreviated Letter, as to which, generally, see Appendix I, prined 
at the end of $. 2. This particular combination occurs here and at the head of S. 28, while the intervening 
Stirah 27 has it in the syncopated form Ta’ Sm. None of the explanatory conjectures which | have seen carne 


conviction for me, if the letters stand tor Jur Sinin (Mount Sinai) and Masdé (Moses), whose story fillka — 


large part of this SGrah, why is the letter Mim omitted in S. 27. where the same meaning would apply? Ther 
is, however, one fact to which I should like to draw attention. There are eleven sections in this Sirah, and 
eight of them end with the word Rahim (with the final Mim). The three exceptions are sections 2 and §, 
and section I}, But sections 2 and 5 are part of the story of Moses, which is completed in section 4, and that 
ends with “Rahim' The main argument in section 1) ends at verse 217, which ends with Rahim We can ay 
that the whole Sirah is based on a refrain in the word “Rahim”. Whether this has any bearing on our presen 
enquiry | cannot say. My own position is that where we have material, we should pursue our researches, be 
we should never be dogmatic in such matters, as some Mysteries can never be solved by mere research, 


3188, Cf. 5:15, and n. 716, The comparison of Allah's revelations with Light is continued. 


3189. “They” are the Pagans of Makkah. From a human point of view it was a great disappointmen 
to Allah's Messenger in the middle period of his Makkan ministry that the Makkans could not be brought 
to believe in the Truth. 


$140. If it had been Allah's Will and Plan to force people's will, He could quite easily have forced the 
Makkans. But His Will and Plan work differently. His revelation is meant to train man’s own will so thath 
conforms to Allah's beneficent purpose. 


— 
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So they will know soon (enough) Ppl esse SAvwrtt. fees 
the truth dsyejqiadiens Ip Lalgisl gst 
Of what they mocked at!*'"' 
7. Do they not look . WA wt Ta TH ees 
At the earth—how many COS Nil ab © 
Noble things of all kinds asl ime OL 
We have produced therein?" ap enborks 
8. Verily, in this is a Sign: - ef BME Py ae ¢ 4S 
' But most of them ores ae OL O: 
Do not believe. 
9. And verily, thy Lord od en A ee 
SIs He; the Exalted in Might," eo le eb o © 
Most Merciful. 
SECTION 2. 
~~ 7s, WA or - 
10. Behold, thy Lord called* Try Gols} s O> 
oses: “Go to the people e Cement ¢ 
Of iniquity — Sells seal AI 
ll. “The people of Pharaoh: ¢ 342 if- Br bite ro 
Will they not fear Allah?” Ol osee8 


12. He said: “Oo my Lord! gee « SD @ “47 
_ 1 do fear that they 2pscol SIGS de 'O) 
Will charge me with falsehood: 


13. “My breast will be straitened.2"* Sy gnats fr) 
And my speech may not go TR Ty 3 PiFih oe 
(Smoothly): so send unto Aaron. Oracd) aa Siac ls 





$M], They may laugh at Allah's Message of righteousness, but they will soon see the power of Truth and 
realise the real significance of the movement which they opposed. Where were the Pagans of Makkah after 
Badr, and still more, after the bloodless surrender of Makkah? The meaning may be applied universally 

$142. If evil has a little run in this life, let them not run away with the notion that the world is for evil. 
They have only to look around at the physical and moral world around them, and they would be undeceived. 
But they are blind and without the Faith (the Light) which would open their eyes. 


5143, One Who is able to carry out all His Will and Plans. See.n, 2818 to 22:40, 


5144. The part of the story of Moses cold here is how Moses felt diffident about undertaking his commission; 
how Allah reassured him: how he went to Pharaoh with “the Signs”; how Pharaoh and his people rejected 
him; how their blasphemy recoiled on themselves. but the cause of Allah triumphed; in other words, the point 
here is the reaction of a wicked people to the Light that was held up to them, considered in its relation to 
the mind of Allah's Messenger. 


$145. As we should say in English, “My heart would fail me, and my tongue cleave to my mouth.” Moses 
had an impediment of speech, and his mission was risky; see next note, But Allah's Plan works in wondrous 
ways. Aaron was given to assist him in his mission, and Moses’s shortcomings were transformed by Allah's grace 
into power, so that he became the most powerful leader of Israel. 
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14; And (further), they have DLCs ote 
A charge of crime against me;'** 3de — 0) 
And I fear they may ee | cy 4 uk 
Slay me.” = 
15. Allah said: “By no means! ee 
Proceed then, both of you, LanleLe KJ ‘0) 
With Our Signs; We eacett -< 
Are with you, and will een A i 
Listen (to your call). 
16. “So go forth, both of you, Rp sco ttle 
To Pharaoh, and say: 8 Sess © 
“We have been sent oe fe oh 8 
. , | : 
By the Lord and Cherisher eld load el 
Of the Worlds; 
17. “ ‘Send thou with us 4 of ein F -* 
= he + 
The Children of Israel.’ " dee Aegean en) v ® 
18, (Pharaoh) said: “Did we not*!*’ Fyoh Hes Be 
Cherish thee as a child SORES P INTEC 
Among us, and didst thou not POE ta 3h eet 4 
. Stay in our midst et Poslacely 
Many years of thy life? 
19. “And thou didst a deed sth (ic ths | bier & teeinete tor 
e Las : s \-| ve 
Of thine which (thou knowest)?"** cis, 
Thou didst, and thou art Sn ya K<4i ys ay 


An ungrateful (wretch)!” 





3146. Moses was brought up in the palace of Pharaoh, as narrated in his personal story in 20:39-40 and 
n. 2565. When he was grown-up he saw an Egyptian smiting an Israelite, and as the Israelites were being 
generally oppressed by the Egyptians, Moses’s anger was roused, and he slew the Egyptian. He then fied w 
the Midianite country in the Sinai peninsula, where he received the divine commission. But the charge of 
slaying the Egyptian was hanging against him. He was also apparently irascible, But Allah's grace cured his 
temper and he became wise; his impediment in speech, for he stood up boldly to speak to Pharaoh; and his 
fear, for he dared the Egyptians with Allah's Signs, and they were afraid of him, 


3147. There is a little play of wit here on the part of Pharaoh. When Moses speaks of the “Lord and 
Cherisher of the Worlds", Pharaoh says: “Who cherished you? Did we not bring you up as a child? Did yo 
not grow up among us?” By implication Pharaoh suggests that he is the cherisher of Moses, and in any caw 
Pharaoh laid claim to godhead himself. 


$148. Further, Pharaoh reminds Moses of his having slain the Egyptian, and taunts him: ‘You are not 
only a murderer: you are an ungrateful wretch" (using 4dfir again in a double sense) ‘to have killed one of 
the race that brought you up!” 


re 
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20. Moses said: “I did it herd 
Then, when I was EATEN oT ISS oSis &> 
In error." 

21. “So I fled from you (all) Tae So-- 
When I feared you;*'** sists naa ps 


But My Lord has (since) 
Invested me with judgement 
(And wisdom) and appointed me 
As one of the messengers. 


sare 
(S25 pias 
restee fere 


Cabin valle slams 


22. “And this is the favour*"*! AP) oe, 
With which thou dost {pr dewutllis &> 
Reproach me—that you ot oe 29 
Hast enslaved the Children SpE cel 


Of Israel!” 


re we ae ae 


23. qharaoh said: “And wh 
$ tay shertshe: RIMS SII frp 


s the ‘Lord and Cherisher 
Of the Worlds?’'*!* 


24. (Moses) said: “The Lord 
And Cherisher of the heavens 


eaten ads @ 


And the earth, and all between — at, Pe oa 
If ye want to be Nas 
Quite sure.” 

25. (Pharaoh) said to those “ 4.52 -< 

_ Around: “Do ye not listen was Maly esas & > 


(To what he says)?" 





$149. What is Moses's reply? He is no longer afraid. He tells the whole truth, extenuating nothing in 
his own favour. “Yes I did it: but I did it under an error” There are three implications in this: “(1) I was 
wrong in doing it in a temper and in being hasty: (2) | was wrong in taking the law into, my own hands, but 
I repented and asked for Allah's pardon (28-15-16): ($) that was a time when | was under your influence, but 
tince then | am a changed man, as Allah has called me.” 


$150. He accounts for all his movements, much more than Pharaoh had asked for. He has nothing to 
hide. At that time, he was under the influence of fear, and he had fled from him, Now he is serving Allah, 
the Lord of the Worlds. He has no fear: he is a messenger, _ 


5151. Pharaoh had called Moses ungrateful and reproached him with all the favours which Moses had 
received from the Egyptians. “What favours?” he says: "Do you count it also as a favour to me that you have 
enslaved my brethren the Children of Israel?” Moses was now speaking as a Prophet of Allah, not as an individual. 
Any individual favours he may have received were blotted out by the oppression of his people. (R) 


$152. Moses having eliminated all personalities, the argument now comes up to the highest plane of all — 
the attributes of Allah and His mercies. Moses had put forward this before, as implied in verse 16 above, but 
Pharaoh had twisted it into personalities. Now we come back to the real issue. It may have been in the same 
sitting, or it may have been in a later sitting. (R). 

S153. Moses had stirred up the wrath of Pharaoh, both by putting forward the name of the One Truc 
God as against Pharaoh's pretended godhead, and by suggesting that any man of judgernent would understand 
Allah's majesty. While Pharaoh turns to his people in indignation, Moses drives the nail in further: “He is 
the God of the heavens and the earth and all between: therefore He is also your God, and the God of your 
fathers from the beginning. Any other pretensions are false!” 
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26. (Moses) said: “Your Lord o Rte 2-824 24947 
And the Lord of your fathers Aryl AGC <INI" © 
From the beginning!” 


27. (Pharaoh) said: “Truly = ass vA o-< oc 
Your messenger who has been MS P5556 9) 
Sent to you is 


BPpere tyv + 
A veritable madman!" SOS 


oo 


28. (Moses) said: “Lord of the East ieee my 3 CA hee “1 
And the West, and all between! Shee ott HP sb © 
If ye only had sense!” % 5528) 
- , 
29. (Pharaoh) said: “If thou o- @%- “Be on? 
Dost put forward any god Srelglotsios Je 0) 
Other than me, I will Pry 
Certainly put thee in prison!" Sh ped ot te 


30. (Moses) said: “Even if I . Sab icee th 
Showed you something oy pester Jb © 
Clear (and) convincing?”*** 


$1. (Pharaoh) said: “Show it then 2 thi eee 
If thou tellest the truth!” Gb Spe ceoiia sisi 
32. So (Moses) threw his rod, SY vas Pad ee a 
And behold, it was nt Old A laliolac ali © 


A serpent, plain (for all to see)! 


33. And he drew out his hand, ~_ 3 Phere V4 Ge eee 
And behold, it’ was white Clas 5b segs 
To all beholders!***’ 





$154. Pharaoh is further perturbed. In reply to Moses’s statement that Allah, the One True God is alo 
the God of the Egyptians and Pharaoh also, Pharaoh says sarcastically to his Court: “Look at this ‘Messenger’ 
of yours; he seems to be mad!” But Moses is not abashed. He boldly says what is the cruth: “It is you «be 
are mad! The God of Whom I preach is the Universal Lord—of the East and of the West. He reigns wherever 
you gol” (R), 


5155. Now we come to the crisis. Pharaoh threatens Moses with prison for treason. Moses remains calm 
and still argues: “What if I show you a miracle? Will it convince you that I am not mad, and that [ hae 
behind me the Lord of all the Worlds?” 


5156. The Egyptians were addicted to magic and sorcery, which was mostly false. If a true miracle were 
shown to them, would they believe? Perhaps they would see the hollowness of their own magic. In fact thir 
actually happened with the Egyptian sorcerers themselves and perhaps with the commonalty. But Pharaoh 
and his Court were too arrogant..and battened too much on frauds to yield to Truth. 


5157. Cf 7:107-8, See the whole passage there, and the notes thereon. 
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SECTION §$. 

4. (haraoh) said to the Chiefs** we FA ey edie 7 
fer him: “This is indeed Rae pel ad,ale Yat Ie Gp 

__A sorcerer well-versed: 

85. “His plan is to get you out SBN, Ly 
Of your land by his sorcery; 

. Then what is it ye counsel? atte . ie 

‘$6. They said; “Keep him I 74> hak 

_ And his brother in suspense . delyde iS ey 
(For a while), and dispatch oO Ne, rae 
To the Cities heralds to collect — vip UA Gols 

7. “And bring up to thee 

_ All (our) sorcerers well-versed.” = pus eo Je, BG ep 

$8. So the sorcerers were got Rogier. 6) hes pie ea 

' Together for the appointment 2 glans TOU PAY S ecaie fray 
Of a day well-known,*"* 

89. And the people were told; eaceB ster 32 oe 

“Are ye (now) assembled?— Use oe da Ll bes erp 

+40. “That we may follow*'*® “tee at 1? RES 

The sorcerers (in religion) balls pSala> dl aL {> 
If they win?” 

4. So when the sorcerers arrived, ro8e Bene ere sce 
They said to Pharaoh: Seal (NG enct KK aap 
“Of course—shall we have L ofpespleres nme’ --c « 
A (suitable) reward®"" nals Salley eel 
If we win?” ; 

42, He said: “Yea, (and more)— pee 
For ye shall in that case SS os Ji 'O) 





$158. tn 7.109 it is the Chiefs who say this. The fact is that it was a genera! consultation, and this was 
the general feeling, expressed in words by each to the others. 


5159. A day well-known: a solemn day of festival: see 20:59, The object was to get together as large a 
concourse of people as possible. It was confidently expected that the Egyptian sorcerers with all their organisation 
would win with their tricks against these amateur Israelites. and so the State cult of the worship of Pharaoh 
aang ate aap TR et co pears etter 


5160. See the last nore. The people are to come and witness the triumph of the State religion, so that 
they may become the more obedient to Pharaoh and more compliant with the demands of the priests. The 
State religion included magic and the worship of Pharaoh. 


S161, There was no such thing as pure loyalty to an exploiting ruler like this Pharaoh. The sorcerers, 
who were probably also priests, were venal, and they hoped wo establish their own hold on both king and people 
by further enrichment of themselves and their order. 
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Be (raised to posts) o aesmer & 

Nearest (to my person).” wyaally 
43. Moses said to them: eR cen 

“Throw ye—that which SA Calg nds G) 


Ye are about to throw!""*'* 


44. So they threw their ropes ; ‘i te 
And their rods, and said: of Se ts a 
“By the might of Pharaoh, rt2 £3 ob ell © 


It is we who will SP scit? scAN NS ce etal dL be 
Certainly win!" Uykall aSo se Aa) 
“\7 Pl ote 
45. Then Moses threw his rod, \S\oolcae oy sy ial fo} 
When, behold, it straightway r a 
Swallows up all °) AWA oe 
The falschoods which they fake!™"* " Z 
46. Then did the sorcerers Cres ps ieee * ak oy 


Fall down, prostrate in adoration, 


ee eee 
47. Saying: “We believe ‘ \ Si aa Ci iF 
In the Lord of the Worlds, neta lcaplealel © 


ei 26 . eh 


48. “The Lord of Moses and Aaron.” Sts a 
~~ 
, 49. Said (Pharaoh): “Believe ye "4 07 0 BA IOS Fie Fe 
In him before I give ale ol baal erale ii © 
You permission? Surely he Bea aOR OS 
Is your leader, who has rae cd on 2 
Taught you sorcery! erin p Ae 
But soon shall ye know!*'** gl 5 uals 9 “fi 
“Be sure I will cut off P ai 
Your hands and your feet on ws Ye A a w Nadas 
opposite sides, 4 





3162. The euphemism implies a taunt, as if Moses had said: “I know about your tricks! Yoo pretend w 
throw ropes and rods, and make people believe they are snakes. But now come on!” 


$163. Though Pharaoh claimed to be a god, it is not likely that those nearest to him —his priest and 
sorcerers ~ believed such a thing! But it was a game of mutual pretence before the world, And so they appeal 
to his “divine” power. 


$164. Vhe sorceres’ ropes and rods seemed to have become serpents, but the rod of Moses was mightier 
than all of them and quickly swallowed them up. So truth is more powerful than tricks and will expose and 
destroy thern. 


$165. The sorcerers knew that they had met sornething very different from their tricks, Allah's spirit worked 
on them and they professed the True God. As they represented the intelligence of the community, it may be 
presumed that they carried the intelligence of Eygpt with them and perhaps some of the commonalty, whe 
were impressed by the dramatic scene! Hence Pharaoh's anger, but it is the begining of his decline! 
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And I ZA ASC t, 
Will cause you all Sraz| ~ Li 
To die on the cross!” 


50. They said: “No matter! Par ear’ CoA ~ 
For us, we shall but. Ose Bo) ios is OC) 


Return to our Lord! 


51. “Only, our desire is “oe (S- me ifs 

_. That our Lord will LW awe Janbit) © 
Forgive us our faults, i 5 it CSN -- 
As we became foremost oss 
Among the Believers!""” 

SECTION 4. 

52. By inspiration We told Moses: tise cash 
"Travel by night with voy 3 a * 
My servants; for surely < Cg 

~. Ye shall be pursued,”3!" get SS ee tae 

53. Then Pharaoh sent heralds TN atte a 2 

1 f 

To (all) the Cities, Ceptoy! a)! Boxe jas 9: 

54, (Saying): “These (Israelites) a as aan, 
Are but a small band, Slots i Sad, Gp 

55. “And they are raging hats mai 

_ Furiously against us; Spb Ty Ge) 

56. “But we are a multitude attadee tia 
Amply forewarned.” Lyte act by an) 

57. So We expelled them?" ER AERA BSCE P 
From gardens, springs, REIS 3 sa 57 a ai {ov 





3166, This is the core of the lesson enforced on this passage. What was the reaction of the enyironment 
to the Light or Message of Allah? (1) It transformed Moses so that he became a fearless leader, one of the 
foremost in faith. (2) From men like Pharaoh and his corrupt court, it called forth obstinacy, spite, and all 
the tricks and snares of evil, but Evil was defeated on its own ground. (3) The very dupes of Evil were touched 
by the glorious Light of Allah, and they were ready to suffer tortures and death, their sole ambition (in their 
tranformed state) being to be foremost in Faith! 


$167. The rest of the story — of the plagues of Egypt —is passed over as not germane to the present argument. 
We come now to the story of the Israelites leaving Egypt, pursued by Pharaoh. Here again there are three 
contrasts; (1) the blind arrogance of the Egyptians, against the development of Allah's Plan; (2) the Faith of 
Moses, against the fears of his people: and (3) the final deliverance of the seed of righteousness, against the 
destruction of the host of brute force (Cf 2:38). 


$168. The Children of Israel certainly inherited the gardens, springs, treasures, and honourable positions 
in Palestine after many years’ wanderings in the wilderness. But when they were false co Allah, they lost them 
again, and another people (the Muslims) inherited them when they were true in Faith. These latter not only 
inherited Palestine but also Egypt, and the old Pharaonic power and institutions were lost forever Of such 
things literally, “of them”. (R). 
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58. Treasures, and every kind ceo ak 
~~ Of honourable position; a. S plas oiss 3 @ 
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We made the Children has O 
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Of Moses said: “We are ene. = ‘ 
Sure to be overtaken.” SI Seu Abe acai 
62. (Moses) said: “By no means! laoreet ede ab 
My Lord is with me! CAD S16 Ji 9) 
Soon will He guide me!!! a 
63. Then We told Moses “ ies may 3 6 
By inspiration: “Strike ent) Yep 
‘The sea with thy rod.” BFL % SS - 
So it divided, and each peli glee i 
Separate part became YONEL By ae 
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Of a mountain. 


64. And We made the other home TOT 
. Party approach thither,*'”* wed ~ Labily 
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66. But We drowned the others. 





3169. In deference to almost unanimous authority I have translated this passage (verses 58-60) a 9 
were a parenthetical statement of Allah's purpose. Personally | prefer another construction. According to thi, 
verses 58-59 wall be part of Pharach’s proclamation, “We have dispossessed the Israclices from everything good 
im the land, and made them our slaves’; and verse 5Y only will be parenthetical. Poor ignorant men! Ye 
may oppress those who are helpless, but We (1, Allah) have declared that they shall inherit all these shing, 

as they certainly did (for a time) in the Land of Promise, Palestine. wit 
wae 


$170. The story is here resumed after the parenthesis of verses 47-59 


$171. Guide me: ¢¢., show me some way of escape from danger. This actually happened, for Pharaoh) 
host was drowned. The faith of Moses stands in strong contrast to the fears of his people 
» 
S172. The miracle was twofold: (1) Moses with his people passed safely through the sea: and (2) i 
and his great hos were drowned in the sea 
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68. And verily thy Lord “a ur} 

Is He, the Exalted in Might, pea, 
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C. 165.— Abraham patiently argued with his people 
(26:70-122.) About Allah's Truth; prayed for wisdom 
And righteousness, for himself, his father, 
And future generations; and taught Truth 
About the Hereafter. Noah preached 
To a world of Unfaith, and would not reject 
The humble and lowly: his arrogant rejecters 
Were brought low: in him and his following 
Were vindicated Allah's righteous Purpose and Mercy. 


SECTION 5 
69. rehearse to them 0 efor ey tage 
Something of) Abraham's Sa mere Si o> 
story.*'7* 
70. Behold, he said alg pe 
To his father and his people: Sybase 9 as V3] Lr} 
“What worship ye?” 
Tl. They said: “We worship % Su th Feet Afreiea fcr 
_ Idols, and we remain constantly*'”* GMs Esl Aa hi Gy 
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73. Or do you good or harm?” Avemrry aro ont A Sve} 
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Thus (what we do).” 





3178. As it was then, so it is now. In spite of the obvious Signs of Allah, people who are blind in their 
obstinate resistance to Truth accomplish their own destruction, while humble, persecuted men of Faith are 
transformed by the Light of Allah, and obtain salvation. 

3174. Nothing that the powers of Evil can do, will ever defeat the merciful Purpose of Allah. Evil, in 
tesisting good, will effect its own destruction. 

$175. For the argument of this Sirah the incidents in Abraham's life are not relevant and are not mentioned. 
What is mentioned is; (1) the steps by which he taught about the sin of false worship, in the form of a Dialogue; 
(2) the aims of a righteous man not only for his individual life, but for his ancestors and posterity, in the 
form of a Prayer: eras dost aregunedobcanabeagmae sep ntectie st in the form of a vision. (1) is covered by verses 
70-82; (2) by 83-86; and (3) by 88-102. 

5176. They want to show their true and assiduous devotion. But Abraham goes at once to the heart of 
the matter by asking: “To whom is your devotion paid? Is the object worthy of it?” 
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Of the Worlds; 
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80. “And when I am ill, w<-Ae Bo He pe 
It is He who cures me; et ey Es) C 

81. “Who will cause me to die, 3 od Aik dy 
And then to live (again); Re acagrenss sf) 


Aere 


82. “And who, I hope, VwALCAG & 


Will forgive me my faults 


On the Day of Judgement. . . ele geht 
83. “(® my Lord! bestow wisdom"!”* Cees Joa} 


On me, and join me 


With. the righteous; Zr iol 


84. “Grant me honourable mention oA «ot Neem eee 
On the tongue of truth*'’* ye \SGreol IS ben's 0) 


Among the latest (generations); 


85. “Make me one of the inheritors ate ALP A 
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$177. ‘The things that you worship are enemies to mankind: let me testify from my own personal experience: 
they are enemies to me: they can do me no good, but would lead me astray. Contrast with their importance 
or their power of mischief the One True God Whom | worship: He created me and all the Worlds; He cherishes 
me and guides me; He takes care of me; and when I dic, He will give me new life; He will forgive me and 
grant me final Salvation. Will you then come to this true worship? How can you doubt, after seeing the contrat 
of the one with the other? Is it not as the contrast between Light and Darkness?’ 


3178. Having shown clearly the distinction between the False and the Truc, Abraham now shows in thr 
form of a Prayer what his inmost wishes are. (1) He wants his soul enlightened with divine wisdom, and (2) 
his heart and life filled with righteousness; (5) he will not be content with working for himself or his own 
generation; his view extends to all future generations; (4) and of course he wishes to attain the goal of the 
righteous, the Garden of the Bliss of the Divine Gountenance; but he is not content with this; for (5) he wanu 
his father and relatives to share in his spiritual joy, so that he can proudly see all whom he can reach, in 
an honourable station (contrasted with disgrace) on the Day of Judgement, 


$179. Cf. 19:50. The whole of the passage about.Abraham there may be compared with this passage 
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The (gods) ye worshipped — 


“Besides Allah? Can they 
Help you or help themselves?’ 


. “Then they will be thrown 
Headlong into the (Fire)— 
They and those straying*'** 
In Evil, 


“And the whole hosts 
Of Iblis together. 


. “They will say there 


In their mutual bickerings: 
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3180. Now we have a vision of the Day of Judgement. Nothing will then avail except a pure heart; all 
sorts of the so-called “good deeds” of this world, without the motive of purity, will be useless. The contrast 
of the Garden of Bliss with the Fire of Misery will be plainly visible. Evil will be shown in its true colours— 
isolated, helpless, cursing and despairing, and all chances will then have been lost, 


$181. The Good will only see good (the Garden of Bliss), and the Evil will only see evil (the Fire of Hell). 
This type of contrast is shown to us in the world of our spiritual sense even in this life. 


3182. The false gods, being devils or personified false fancies, will all be involved in the punishment of 
Hell, together with their worshippers, and the ultimate sources of evil, the hosts of Iblis or Satan (Cf. 25:17-18). 
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3183. Error manifest: ‘our error is now plainly manifest, but it should have been manifest to us befor 
it was too late, becausé the Signs of Allah were always around us. This will be said by the ungodly, whos 
eyes will then be fully opened, 


3184. They now see that the people who seduced them were themselves evil and subject to the penalties 
of evil, and their seductions were frauds. They feel that they ought to have seen it before, for who would 
deliberately follow the paths of those condemned to misery and punishment? How simple they were not to 
see the true character of their seducers, though they had been warned again and again against them! It was 
their own folly that made them accept such obviously false guidance! 


$185. This apparent longing for a chance of return is dishonest. If they were sent back, they would certainly 
return to their evil ways: 6;27-28. Besides, they have had numerous chances already in this life, and they have 
used them for mischief or evil. 
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Fear (Allah)? 


“IT am to you a messenger 
Worthy of all trust:*"*? 


“So fear Allah, and obey me. 


“No reward do I ask 

Of you for it: my reward 
Is only from the Lord 
Of the Worlds: 


“So fear Allah, and obey me.”*!** 
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Ill. They said: “Shall we Pe oa -* OA “7s 
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With my Lord, if ye 
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$186. Noah's generation had lost all faith and abandoned themselves to evil. They had rejected the Message 
of messengers previously sent to the world, Noah was sent to them as one of themselves (‘their brother’). His 
life was open before them: he had proved himself pure in heart and conduct (like the Holy Prophet of Arabia 
long after him), and worthy of every trust. Would they fear Allah and follow his advice? They could see that 
he had no ends of his own to serve. Would they not listen to him? > 


$187. Ami = one to whom a crust had been given, with several shades of meaning implied: ¢.g., (1) 
worthy of trust, (2) bound to deliver his trust, as a prophet is bound to deliver his Message, (3) bound to 
act entirely as directed by the trust, as a prophet is bound to give only the Message of Allah, and not add 
anything of his own, and (4) not seeking any interest of his own (Cf. n, $224). 


$188. Note the repetition rounds off the argument. See n. 3186 above. 


$189. The leaders of the people are speaking, as the Quraysh leaders spoke in the time of the Holy Prophet. 
"We know that thou hast been trustworthy in thy life. But look at the ‘rag tag and bob tail’ that follow thee! 
gdp aetnedisceesern pee: tonrenyesty rerserierti sagt peor mete “I know nothing against 
them; if they have done any wrong, or are only hypocrites, they are answerable to Allah; how can I drive 

them away from me, — that I am expressly sent to admonish all people?” 


$190. Cf 1:29. All pti Wd hans LAS aNe! OAL Cibola Ed Nae RS ANANINGEE: die Aecehie 
Allah's Mercy, whether they are publicans and sinners, “Harijans” and “low-caste’ men, men of "superior™ 
or “inferior” races. The Prophet of Allah welcomes them all, as His Message had to shine before the whole 
world. (R). 
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Most Merciful. 


C. 166.—The ‘Ad were addicted to arrogance; 
(26:123-159.) They exulted in material strength 
And possessions, and had no faith but in force: 
They were brought low, as were the Thamud, 
Who gave way to extravagance, and were guilty 


$191. Two other cases occur to me where prophets of Allah were threatened with death by stoning: on 
was Abraham (19:46), and the other was Shu'ayb (11:91). In neither case did the threats deter them from carrying 
out their mission. On the contrary, the threats recoiled on those who threatened, So also did it happen ia 
the case of Noah and the Holy Prophet. 


$192. The story of Noah's Flood is told in 11:56-48. Here, the point emphasised is Noah's patience and 
constancy against threats, and the triumph and preservation of Allah's truth even though the world was ranged 
against it. 


$198. This and the following verse run like a refrain throughout this Sirah, and give the keynote to the 
subject matter: how the Message of Allah is preached, how it is rejected in all ages, and how it triumphs x 
last, through the Mercy of Allah. See 26:8-9, 67-68, 108-104; here (121-122), 139-140, 158-159, 174-175, and 
190-191. (R). 
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$194. See n. 1040 to 7:65 for the ‘Ad people and their location. Here, the emphasis is on the fact that 
they were materialists believing in brute force, and felt secure in their fortresses and resources, but were found 
quite helpless when Allah's Message came and they rejected it. 


$195. See n. 3187 to 26:107 above. 


$196. Any merely material civilisation prides itself on show and parade. Its votaries scatter monuments 
for all sorts of things in conspicuous places—monuments which commemorate deeds and events which are 
forgotten in a few generations! Cf, Shelley's poem on Ozymandias: “I am Ozymandias. King of Kings! Look 
on my works, ye mighty, and despair!... Boundless and bare the lonely and level sands stretch far away!" 


$197. “Without any responsibility or consideration for those who come within your power?" 
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“Now fear Allah, and obey me.*!** 
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Freely all that ye know.*'” 
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So they rejected him, 
And We destroyed them. 
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Is He, the Exalted in Might, 
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3198. See n, 3188 above. 


3199. The gifts are described generally, immaterial and material. “All that ye know” includes not only 


material things, but knowledge and the faculties by which knowledge may be used for human well-being, all 
that makes life beautiful and refined, “Cattle” means wealth generally, and “sons means population and may: 
power. “Gardens and Springs” are things that contribute to the delight and pleasure of man. 


and for your ingratitude.” 


$201. 


3200. “But you have misused all those gifts, and you will suffer the inevitable penalties for your misum 


“We are not going to attend to you whether you preach to us or not.” The construction of the second 


clause, “or be not among our admonishers” is a rapier cut at Hid, as if they had said; “Oh yes! we have heard 
plenty of admonishers like you!" See the next verse. 


$202. They said, as many of our modern moaiias of religion say, “you are only reviving an anciet 


superstition, a dope of the crowd; there is no such thing asa Hereafter, or the.sort of punishments you announce!’ 
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That ye have here?— 
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$203. For the Thamid people see n. 1043 to 7:73. They were great builders in stone and a people with 
agricultural wealth, but they were an exclusive people and oppressed the poor, The point emphasised here 
is: “How long will your wealth last, especially if you depress your own people and dishonour Allah's Signs 
by sacrilege?" The inscriptions on the Thamid remains of rock-cut buildings in Al Hijr are described in Appendix 
Vil at the end of this Surah. 


151. “And follow not the bidding 
Of those who are extravagant — **°* 


$204. The date palm flowers on a long spathe: when the flowers develop into fruit, the heavy ones hang 
with the load of fruit. The Thamiid evidently were proud of their skill in producing corn and fruit and in 
bewing fine dwellings out of rocks, like the later dwellings of Roman times in the town of Petra. 


$205, They are told: “All your skill is very well; but cultivate virtue and do not follow the ways of those 
who put forward extravagant claims for men's powers and material resources, or who lead lives of extravagance 
in luxury and self-indulgence; that makes mischief; but the door to repentance is open: will you repent?” 
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159. 


Then did they become 
Full of regrets.**** 


. But the Penalty seized them. 
Verily in this is a Sign: 
But most of them 
Did not believe. 


And verily thy Lord 
Is He, the Exalted in Might, 
Most Merciful. 
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C.. 167. — The task of Lot was a hard one; his mission 


(26:160-191.) 


Was to people addicted to crimes abominable. 


His reasoning with them was in vain, it only 
Excited their wrath. They threatened to cast 





3206. They think he is talking like a madman, and they say so. 


5207. For this she-camel, see n. 1044 to 7:75. The she-camel was to be a Sign and a test case. Would 
they respect her rights of watering (and pasturage)? 


3208. Their regrets were too late. They had themselves asked for a Sign. The Sign had been given them 
in the she-camel, which their prophet Salih had put forward as a test case. Would they, through that symbol, 
respect the law of equity by which all people had rights in water and in the gifts of nature? They refused 
to respect that law, and committed sacrilege by deliberately killing the she-camel. They themselves came 
an evil end. 
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Him out, but were themselves overwhelmed 
In disaster. Shu'ayb had to rebuke fraud 
And commercial dishonesty; he met only 
Ridicule, but the just and fair dealing 

He preached was vindicated in the end. 
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Of the Worlds. 
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They said, “If thou desist not 
O Lit! thou wilt assuredly 
Be cast out!'’5?!° 
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5209. The story of Lit (Lot) will be found in 7:80-84; see n. 1049. Here the point is that the people 


of the Cities of the Plain were shamelessly addicted to vice against nature, and Lit'’s warning only exasperated 


them, until they were destroyed by a shower of brimstone. 


5210. Their threat to cast him out has a grim significance in what actually happened. They were destroyed 


where they were, and he was glad to escape the dreadful Punishment according to the warning he had received 
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168. He said: “I do detest**" osteo 1- 7-1 2146 
Your doings:” Mdlos Lad lI $y 
169. “O my Lord! deliver me cz Ares tent eh 
And my family from Sh gal cs & 
Such things as they do!” 
170. So We delivered him CA O98 35 E3067" 
And his family— all ie Dis ieee 
171. Except an old woman*** eo aval i (2 “4 co 
Who lingered behind. pall sired) 
172. But the rest We destroyed Ps ae 
Utterly. oss 2 5 
173. We rained down on them yen seer 
A shower (of brimstone):*?" (i Aels if Se 
And evil was the shower ee eee 
On those who were admonished , sm) SUA a 
(But heeded not)! 
174. Verily in this is a Sign: 2 -4 SMYEL York me “.¢ .g 
But most of them wey iS SS OE % 
Do not believe. 
175. And verily thy Lord 8 SMP ARK HE- 57 
Is He, the Exalted in Might, LMA; & 
Most Merciful. 
SECTION 10. 
176. The Companions of the Wood"*"* eed |b <a eg a at 
Rejected the messengers. he Se ——— oS % 
177. Behold, Shu‘ayb**"* said to them: ee) Leer te San @ 
“Will ye not fear (Allah)? ad en Sis cS) 
178. “I am to you a messenger 


Worthy of all trust. 
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$211, He was only among them from a stern sense of duty. The whole atmosphere there was detestable 
to him, and he was glad to escape when duty no longer demanded his presence there. He prayed for deliverance 

S212. This was Lit’s wife, who lingered behind and was among those who perished. Seen. 1051 to 7:85, 

S218. See n. 1052 two 7:84. 

S214. See n. 2000 to 15:78. 


$215. For Shu'ayb see n. 1054 to 7:85. 


Sirah 26: Al Shu‘ara’ 
179. “So fear Allah and obey me. 


180. “No reward do I ask 

' Of you for it: my reward 
Is only from the Lord 
Of the Worlds. 


181, “Give just measure,*** 
~ And cause no loss 
(To others by fraud). 


‘182. “And weigh with scales 
True and upright. 


183. “And withhold not things 
Justly due to men, 
Nor do evil in the land, 
Working mischief. 


184. “And fear Him Who created 
You and (Who created) 
The generations before (you)" 
185. They said: “Thow art only 
One of those bewitched! 


186. “Thou art no more than 
A mortal like us, 
And indeed we think 
Thouw art a liar!**"” 


187. “Now cause a piece 
Of the sky to fall on us, 
If thou art truthful!"**"* 


188. He said: “My Lord 
Knows best what ye do."**!* 
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5216. They were a commercial people, but they were given to fraud, injustice, and wrongful mischief 
(by intermeddling with others). They are asked to fear Allah and follow His ways: it is He Who also created 


their predecessors among mankind, who never prospered by fraud and violent wrongdoing. but only justice 


and fair dealing. 


| $217, They deny that he is a prophet or that they are doing wrong, or that any former generations behaved 
differently. They think they are the true exponents of haman nature, and that such as he— idealists — are mere 


madmen. 


5218. ‘If you really claim any real contact with Allah, let. us see if you can bring down a piece of the 


sky vo fall on us! (Cf 52:44). 


5219. The challenge to bring down a piece of the sky was merely empty bravado, on the part of those 
who had called him a liar. But Shu'ayb does not insult them. He merely says: See 


conduct: what more can I say?” And Allah did punish them. 
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189. But they rejected him. a a KB & 
Then the punishment 
Ofa day of overshadowing << 7 eC "os beet 

gloom***° sri 

Seized them, and that was Hf ef A FFAG 
The Penalty of a Great Day.***! macy perlde ibs 

190. Verily in that is a Sign: 2 -4 I¥ C25 * 

- But most of them Sabres SbC Fy ty Ol) idol ® 
Do not believe. 

191. And verily thy Lord pi ayes my We 
Is-He, the Exalted in’ Might, resiies MN AZo @ 


Most Merciful.**** 


* —-C, 168. — Thus the Truth of Allah must win. against folly 
(26:192-227.) And falsehood. The Spirit of Inspiration 
And Faith brought down the Qur’an to the mind 
Of the Holy Prophet, that he might teach 
In noble Arabic speech, and through it 
Reach the world, If obstinate rebels 
Do resist the Message, their day is brief: 
With humble, gentle kindness it must make 
Its way to all, nearest and farthest. 
It is not like the vain words of poets false, 
Wandering without a goal: it is Truth, 
That fills the heart which trusts in Allah. 


SECTION II. 
192, Berily this is a Revelation*?” ind 6 se A eta 
‘From the Lord of the Worlds: ons Al) @ | 
193. With it came down Yi oe yr 
The Spirit of Faith and Truth —**** ona 'tatlads 





5220. Perhaps a shower of ashes and cinders accompanying a volcanic eruption. If these people were 
the same as the Midianites, there was also an earthquake. See 7:91 and n. 1063. 


S221. 1: must have been a terrible day of wholesale destruction— earthquake, volcanic eruption, lama, 
cinders and ashes and rumbling noises to frighten those whose death was not instantaneous. 


3222. See above, n. 5193 to 26:12). 


$225. The hostile reception of some of the previous Messengers having been mentioned, the special 
characteristics of the Qur'in are now referred to, to show (1) that it is true, and (2) chat its rejection by the 
Makkan Pagans was of a piece with the previous experience in the history of man: eeenadmmmaeninsadber 
but it conquers. 


5224. Al Riih al Amin, the epithet of Gabriel, who came with the inspired Messages to the Holy Prophet, 
is difficult to render in a single epithet in translation. In n. $187 to 26:107 I have described some of the variogs 
shades of meaning attached to the adjective Amin as applied to a Prophet. A further signification as attached 
to the Spirit of Inspiration is that it is the very quintessence of Faith and Truth, unlike the lying spirits which 
delude men with falsehood. On the whole, I think “the Spirit of Faith and Truth” will best represent the original 
here. 
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194. To thy heart and mind,*** Pita | abate <tr 
That thou tidyest admonish WIMNESSAEE & 
195. In the perspicuous 6% 1+ 
_ Arabic tongue. ot Bee o> 
196. Without doubt it is (announced) 2 thie ss 4957 
In the revealed Books**** ala sp 
Of former peoples. 
197. Is it not a Sign IER SY ad Xe: 

- To them that the Learned rate Neh SIs) Si 
Of the Children of Israel tyes ons 
Knew it (as true)?3™? sewlgiscle 

198. Had We revealed it Sot Rite eeiganlecae 
To any of the non-Arabs, ered! amc als Ruy 


199. And had he recited it Pe ‘ rea tf od 4 or seens 
To them, they would not Sees poole egilee | pas 
Have believed in it.**** 


i Ate as > 7 a ae a 
200. Bhs here ee caused it Sup NSS EMI WK Sp 
Of the Sinners.**** 


201, They will not believe Pa Sed Ae Ber or PBS 
In it until they see ad 1 ally goede aye €Y 
The grievous Penalty; 





$225. Qalb (Heart) signifies not only the seat of the affections, but also the seat of the memory and 
understanding. The process of inspiration is indicated by the impression of the divine Message on the inspired 
one's heart, memory, and understanding, from which it was promulgated in human speech to the world. In 
this case the human speech was the perspicuous Arabic tongue, which would be plainly intelligible to the audience 
who would immediately hear it and be through them transmitted to all the world. 


$226. The word Zubur, used here, is plural of Zabtir, which is mentioned in the Qur'dn as the Book revealed 
to the Prophet Dawiid. It has also been used in the Qur’in in the generic sense of “Book” (54:52). Here the 
word refers to the earlier Revelations. (Eds.). (Cf nm. 2759). 


$227. Many of the Jewish Doctors recognised the Holy Prophet's Message as a Message from Allah, eg. . 
‘Abdullah ibn Salim and Mukhayriq. The latter was a man of property, which he left for Islam. (There were 
alto Christian monks and learned men who recognised the Prophet's mission.) 


$228, The turn of Arabia having come for receiving Allah's Revelation, as was foretold in previous 
Revelations, it was inevitable that it should be in the Arab tongue through the mouth of an Arab. Otherwise 
it would have been unintelligible, and the Arabs could not have received the Faith and become the vehicles 
for its promulgation as actually happened in history. 


$229. “Thus” I chink means through the medium of the Arabic language and the Arab people. The Qur'an 
penecrated through their language and their hearts. If the hardhearted among them did not believe, they 
will see when the Penalty comes, how grievous a mistake they made. For the Penalty must come; even when 
they least expected it. They will be caught saying or thinking, “There is plenty of time; we can get another 
respite,” when already it will have become too late for them to turn over a new leaf. 
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202. But the (Penalty) will come Shee ir deis = pe 
To them of a sudden, LBS SAL SPOS prs a 
While they perceive it not; 

203. Then they will say: 2 dy Sette ~ ins 
“Shall we be respited?” See 6 © 

204. Do they then ask eer 
For Our Penalty to be Osean ling ARC 
Hastened on??? 

205. Seest thou? If We do eA rete cere “f ro) 
Let them enjoy (this life) eng anea} or 
For a few years, 

206, Yet there comes to them aes OM ia 
At length the (Punishment) yrey EC ast, ¢ > © 


Which they were promised! 


207. It will profit them not 33 Kept CAG oh te 
That they enjoyed (this life)! Dyiely 
208. Never did We destroy 2. fn PSN IAH Weg, 
A population, but had opdulh Y}a, cars ley 
Its warners — 
209. By way of reminder; daly Wie lk eek 
And We never are unjust.*?*" nb brectisess 9 
210. No evil ones have brought**** 4a aed oe 77 
this (Revelation): -- Aclily © 
f 
211. It would neither suit them he baa aa 56 


Pt 4 “rise a 
Nor would they be able pyres eh foils 3) 


(To produce it). 





5230. While some sinners out of negligence postpone the day of repentance till it is too late, others more 
bold actually ask out of bravado that Allah's Punishment should be brought down on them at once, as they 
do not believe in Allah or His Punishment! The answer to them is: it-will come soon enough— too soon, they 
will think, when it comes! Cf. 22:47 and notes, 37:176, and 38:16. 


$251, Allah will grant much respite to sinners, for He is Most Gracious and Merciful. But all this respite 
will profit them nothing if they are merely immersed in the vanities of this world, Again and again, in spite 
of their rebellion and their rejection, does Allah send warnings and warners before the final Punishment of 
Justice, For Allah knows human weakness, and He will never be unjust in the least. 


5232. When anything extraordinary happens, there are always people desirous of putting the wont 
construction on it, and saying that it is the work of the evil ones, the devils, So when the Qur’in came «ith 
its Message in wondrous Arabic, its enemies could only account for its power by attributing it co evil spirit! 
Such a beneficient message can never suit the purposes of the evil ones, nor would it be in their power t 
produce it. In fact Good and Evil are poles asunder, and Evil cannot even hear words of Good. of tender 
Pity for sinners and Forgiveness for the penitent! 
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212, Indeed they have been removed ZN deqoeigil ane 
Far from even (a chance of) On) nal Aeon ye s+) @) 
Hearing it. 

213. So call not on any 70 44, beeches Ae 
Other god with Allah, le Sails fete GD 
Or thou wilt be among ¢ Sr Aseer Ae 
Those under the Penalty. Radiesse 

214. And admonish thy nearest Ure, st eae 
Kinsmen, Sys Vleinte Sails & 

215. And lower thy wing*?* BES BEET ep 
To the Believers who 1 ptien Tn wv 
Follow thee. A ns A Were ANS 

216. Then if they disobey thee, rare 


AA de Pde ta 
Say: “I am free (of responsibility) Oras Lae, Q\je st acols ey 
For what ye do!"*?"* 


217. And put thy trust Syl, oe cred ee 
On the Exalted in Might, algal EEGs 
The Merciful — 
218. Who seeth thee standing Fe a oot ae 
- Forth (in prayer), psBitechs » Gai ay 
219. And thy movements among 2. 2. A$ 
Those who prostrate themselves.*?** CdetaN 3501 y Grp 
220, For it is He i se. ep Shy BED 
Who heareth and knoweth sales coe! &) 
All things, 





$233. That is, be kind, gentle, and considerate with them, as a highflying bird is when she lowers her 
wing to her offspring. Cf 17:24 and n. 2205, and 15:88 and n, 2011. 


$234. “Disobey thee” implied that they did something wrong, for the Holy Prophet commanded what 
was right and forbade what was wrong: If, then, any of his flock did wrong the responsibility was not his, 
for be, like a good shepherd, tried to keep them right. What was he then to do? He would continue his teaching; 
But if any of them went so far wrong as to try to injure their own Teacher, Leader and guide, there was nothing 
for him to fear. His trust was only in Allah and Allah sees and appraises all men’s actions at their true worth, 


$255. Literally, the standing and prostration are postures of Muslim prayer: the Holy Prophet was equally 
earnest, sincere, and zealous in prayer for himself and for all his people. The Prophet's behaviour was exemplary 
in all the turns of fortune, and however foolish men may cavil, his purity and uprightness are fully known 
to Allah. (R). 
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221. Shall I inform you, bay asta « (cob aed oe 
(O-people!); on whom it is NL E © 
That the evil ones descend?**** 


222, They descend on every Ki ai 
Lying, wicked person, Paes 
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223. (Into whose ears) they pour LBS Ae teres (5a Au 
Hearsay vanities, and most AS} ac cdlo 4h 
Of them are liars. 
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224. And the Poets —***’ A Ais 54 = eeu c4 es 
It is those straying in Evil, ae sot atl) & 
Who follow them: 


225. Seest thou not that they a res nee 
Wander distractedly in every ee aa dS Sere ¥ a) 
Valley?— 

226. And that they say ASG AZ aS tay & 
What they practise not?— 6 Seer 

227, Except those who believe,*#** SA) NWO AA Say) ey 


Work righteousness, engage much 
In the remembrance of Allah, alll a ae - i“ e f 
- And defend themselves only after fave vee ily catty Sa “ WS 


They are unjustly attacked. 17 Te. ~0919724 
And soon.will the unjust!?** “tak BS Wa 
Assailants know what vicissitudes van phe. 4 
Their affairs will take! dykes LinaG 





$236. To people who maliciously suggested that the Holy Prophet was possessed or inspired by evil spins 
(26:210 above) the reply had already been made, but it is now declared that the stiggestion is itself the wak 
of Evil. Behind such suggestions are lying and wickedness, or at best some half-truths caught up in hearsay 
and twisted so as to show Allah in an evil light. 


$237, The Poets: to be read along with the exceptions mentioned in verse 227 below. Poetry and other 
arts are not in themselves evil, but may, on the contrary, be used in the service of religion and righteousnes, 
But there is a danger that they may be prostituted for base purposes. If they are insincere (‘'they say what 
they do not") or are divorced from actual life or its goodness or its serious purpose, they may become instrument 
of evil or futility, They then wander about without any set purpose, and seck the aes ae) Oe 
folly rather than the heights of divine light. 


$288. Poetry and the fine arts which are to be commended are those which emanate from minds steep: 
in the Faith, which try to carry out in life the fine sentiments they express in their artistic work, aim at th 
glory of Allah rather than at self-glorification or the fulsome praise of men with feet of clay, and do not (ai 
in Jihad) attack anything except aggressive evil. In this sense a perfect artist should be a perfect man. Perfectim 
may not be attainable in this life, but it should be the aim of every man, and especially of one who wiste 
to become a supreme artist, not only in technique but in spirit and essentials. Among the commendable pos 
contemporary with the Holy Prophet may be mentioned Hassan and Labid: the latter had the honour of 
being one of the seven whose poems were selected for “hanging” (the Mu allagat) in the Days of Ignoranm, 


$239, These were the scurrilous rhymsters, who were doomed to come to an evil end. 


ee: APPENDIX VII. 


Thamiid Inscriptions at al Hijr (26:141.159; 15:80-84; and 7:73-79). 
» > Mr C.M. Doughty travelled in Northwestern Arabia and Najd in the 1880's, and his book 
Arabia Deserta forms one of the most notable of Arabian travel books. It was first published in 
two volumes by the Cambridge University Press in 1888, and has recently gone through several 
editions. The edition I have used is the unabridged one-volume edition printed in London in 1926. 
‘The references in this Appendix should be understood to refer to that edition. 


Doughty travelled on the old Pilgrim Caravan from Damascus as far as Madi@in Salih, 
and then parted company with the Pilgrims and turned into Najd. Madi@in Salih (the Cities of 
Salih), is one of the stations on the Syrian Pilgrim route, about 180 miles north of Madinah. 
Tabiik, to which the Holy Prophet led an expedition in A.H_ 9 (see Introduction to S. 9.), is about 
170 miles farther to the northwest, and Ma‘an Junction about 150 miles still farther. Mada’in Salih 
as also an important station on the prehistoric gold and frankincense (bagfur) route between 
Yemen and Egypt or Syria. In sacred history it marks the ruined site of the Thamiid people to 
whom the prophet Salih was sent, whose she-camel was a symbolic Sign and is connected with 
Salih's history. See mn. $208 to 26:155-157. To the west and northwest of Madi‘in Salih are three 
Harrat or tracts of volcanic land covered with lava, stretching as far as Tabik. 


This is how Doughty describes his first view of Madi‘in Salih, approaching from the northwest. 
“At length in the dim morning twilight, as we journeyed, we were come to a sandy brow and 
asraight descending place betwixt cliffs of sandstones. There was some shouting in the forward, 
and Aswad bid me look up, ‘this was a famous place, Mabrak al Nagah’ (the kneeling place of the 
she-camel of $4lib. It is short, at first steep, and issues upon the plain of A/ Hijr. which is Mada‘in 
Salih: where the sun coming up showed the singular landscape of this valley plain, encompassed 
with mighty sandstone precipices (which here resemble ranges of city walls, fantastic towers, and 
castle buildings), and upon them lie high shouldering sand drifts, The bottom is sand, 
with much growth of desert bushes; and I perceived some thin sprinkled volcanic drift. Westward 
is seen the immense mountain blackness, terrible and lowering, of the Harrat." (Arabia Deserta, 
p. 83, vol. 1.) 


Doughty took some rubbings of some of the Inscriptions which were accessible to him and 
they were studied by the great Semitic scholar M. Ernest Renan and published by the Academie 
des Inscriptions et Belles-Lettres. Renan’s Report in French is printed as an Appendix to Chapters 
IV, V and VI of Arabia Deserta (pp. 180-187, vol. 1) and M. le Marquis de Vofgue's Note (also 
in French) on the Nabataean sculptured Architecture at Mad@‘in Salih at pp. 620-623, vol. I. 


The general result of these studies may be summarised. The sculpture and architecture 
ae found to be of the same kind as the Nabatacan monuments at Petra (for which see n. 1048 
to 7:75), At Petra there are no dated Inscriptions preserved, but at Mada'in Salih we have several. 
There are at Mada@'in Salih perhaps 100 sepulchral rock-hewn chambers, in some of which are 
found human bones and remains, showing that the Nabataeans knew the art of embalming, and 
‘used linen of the same kind as was used in ancient Egypt. The tombs are dedicated in perpetuity 
to named families, and the named Nabataean kings have, each, the epithet “loving his people”. 
‘There are flat side-pilasters, and the figures of four-footed beasts, eagles, and other birds are 
discernible. Besides the sepulchral chambers, there is a great Hall or Council Chamber (Diwan), 
‘Soft. x 27ft. x 1$ft. This may have been a Temple. The gods worshipped there were those whose 
‘names we know from other Nabataean sources — Dusares, Martaba, Allat, Manat, Ka’is, and Hubal. 
‘Allat, Manat, and Hubal are also known to us in connection with the idols of the Pagan Quraysh 
‘of the Times of Ignorance. It is interesting to find the word Mesjeda (Arabic Masjid) already used 
here for “place of worship". Triads of stones were worshipped as gods. 
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The Inscriptions have dates from $ B.C. to 79 A.C. Within this short period of 82 yean 
we can see something of the development of Semitic palaeography. The writing becomes more 
and more cursive with the years. We have here a central point between Old Armenian, Squar 
Hebrew, Palmyran, Sinaitic, Kaff and Naskh. 


We may treat the Nabataeans as historical, as we have established dates. The Thamid 
were prehistoric, and occupied sites which were afterwards occupied by the Nabataeans and othen. 
The kneeling place of Salih’s she-camel (Mabrak al Nagah) and the well of the she-camel (Bir 
al Nagah), and a number of local names keep alive the race memory of an ancient Arabic people 
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INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 27—AL NAML 


This Stirah is cognate in subject to the one preceding it and the two following it. Its 
chronological place is also in the same group of four, in the middle Makkan period. 


Here there is much mystic symbolism. Wonders in the physical world are types of greater 
wonders in the spiritual world. The Fire, the White Hand, and the Rod, in the story of Moses; 
the speech of birds, the crowds of Jinns and men pitted against a humble ant, and the Hoopoe 
and the Queen of Sheba, in Solomon's story; the defeat of the plot of the nine wicked men in 
the story of Salih; and the crime of sin with open eyes in the story of Lat—lead up to the lessons 
of true and false worship and the miracles of Allah's grace and revelation. 


Summary —Wonderful in Revelation, like the Fire which Moses saw, which was a glimpse 
of Allah's Glory, and His Miracles, which searched out those who refused Faith in spite of the 
light they had received (27:1-14, and C. 169). 


Solomon knew the speech of Birds and had hosts of Jinns and men; yet the wise ant had 
ample defence against them: the Hoopoe who was absent at his muster, was yet serving him: the 
Queen of Sheba had a kingdom, but it submitted with conviction to the Wisdom of Solomon 
and the Kingdom of Allah (27:15-44, and C. 170). 


Fools ascribe ill-luck to godliness as in Salih’s story, or fall into the lusts with their eyes 
open, as in Lut’s story; but their plots and their rage will be foiled by Allah (27:45-58, and C. 171). 


Allah's glory and goodness are supreme over all Creation: Unfaith will yield to Faith in 
the final adjustment of values: so follow Revelation, serve Allah, and trust in Him, (27:59-93, 
and C. 172). ; 


C. 169.—Revelation shows us a glimpse of the spiritual 

(27:1-14.) World, guides us in this life, and gives us 
The Hope of eternal Bliss in the Hereafter. 
It works a complete transformation in us, 
As it did with Moses when he saw 
The mystic Fire and was given the Signs 
With which to reclaim a people lost 
In superstition and sin, and proud of sin. 


938 


Stirah 27. 
Al Naml (The Ants) Ue eee 
In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious, at st 

Most Merciful. sea, 


1. Tz Sins 
These are verses 
Of the Qur’an—A Book 
That makes (things) clear; 


. A Guide; and Glad Tidings 


For the Believers—5**! 


. Those who establish regular 
prayers 
And give in regular charity, 
And also have (full) assurance 
Of the Hereafter. 


. As to those who believe not 
In the Hereafter, We have 
Made their deeds pleasing**** 
In their eyes; and so they 
Wander about in distraction. 


. Such are they for whom 
A grievous Penalty is (waiting): 
And in the Hereafter theirs 
Will be the greatest loss.**** 


. As to thee, the Qur’an 
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From the presence of One o 2a 
Who is Wise and All-Knowing. pie Sid 
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$240. See n. 3187 to 26:1. 


$241. Revelation is here presented in three aspects: (1) it explains things, the attributes of Allah, our own 
position, and the spiritual world around; (2) it directs us to right conduct and keeps us from evil; and (3) 
to those who have Faith and accept its guidance, it gives the good news of forgiveness, purification, and the 
achievement of salvation, (R). 


$242. Those who reject Allah and follow Evil have a good conceit of themselves. Their deeds are pleasing 
to no one else. As they have rejected Allah's guidance, they are allowed to embrace their own self-conceit, 
and given further respite for repentance. But they follow their own whims and wander about in distraction, 
as they have no standards such as guide the godly, 


$243. The account will then be made up, and they will be found to be terribly in loss. They will be the 
worst in loss, for all their self-complacency, 
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1. Behold! Moses said*™* Ais 565) a) 


0 his family: “I perceive 


A fire; soon will I bring you ath eae 
__ From there some information, Lele SEE Srg) 
Or I will bring you a a EO 
A burning brand to light last 3 


» Our fuel, that ye may 


Warm yourselves. aa 1 es £iG 


8. But when he came 4. SC ee 
_ To the (Fire), a voice Pitan ele Lal & 
~ _ Was heard: “Blessed are those**** a ye wer ay sok, Ad 
In the Fire and those around: PALIN GY Dy 
And Glory to Allah, yy Bs Ou gs 
The Lord of the Worlds. naa)! 2 2 4b\ py 
9. “O Moses! Verily, ARMS reese’ ao 4 gr 
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In Might, the Wisel.. . 
10, “Now do thou throw thy rod!""5*** Sa bads 
But when he saw it 4 a's ©) 
Moving (of its own accord) ee Re UE, BL 
As if it had been a snake, ag F-ebale, tb 
He turned back in retreat, é 34 b 
And retraced not his steps: E45 Vad, 
“O Moses!” (it was said) 4 . 
“Fear not: truly, in My presence, A Et nN ic ate 
Those called as messengers GEIL) GAN sep! 
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Have no fear—‘***? Sele SIGI 





$244. Cf, 20:9-24. Both there and here there is a reference to the dawn of Revelation in the heart of 
Moses. The points there emphasised will be found in the notes to that passage. Here the emphasis is on the 
wonderful nature of the Fire and the wonderful way in which Moses was transformed at the touch of spiritual 
Light. He was travelling in the Sinai desert with his family. Seeking ordinary light, he came upon a Light 
which took him to the highest mysteries of Allah. No doubt all his inner history had prepared him for his 
great destiny. It is the inner history that matters, and not the place of the position of a man in the cyes of 
his ordinary fellows. 


$245. Those: in the original the pronoun is in the singular, “man", which is often used with a plural 
meaning. The Commentators usually construe it to mean that this was not a physical fire, but it was the glory 
of the Angels, a reflection of the Glory of Allah, Hence the exclamation at the end of the verse. 


$246. Moses was now transported into an entirely new world. What he had taken to be an ordinary fire 
was a dream of the spiritual world—rays from the angels of light. The desert in which he had been was the 
lower life stripped of its ornaments, leading to the divine light of Sinai. Through that Light he heard the 
Voice of the Source of Wisdom and Power, His own rod or staff was no longer the dead piece of wood that 
had hitherto supported him. It became instinct with life, a life that moved, and had the power of offence 
and defence in it, as all living Good must have in its fight with Evil. His own transformation is described 
in the next note. 


5247. In this great, new, wonderful world, that was opening out to Moses, he had to get his vision adjusted 
to his new surroundings, as an ordinary man has to adjust his sight before he can see into any very strong 
light that is new to him. The staff which had become alive as a snake frightened him: yet it was to be his 
own instrument of work in his new mission. All fear was to be cast out of his mind, as befitted a man chosen 
by Allah. 
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ll. “But if any have done wrong ee a a 
And have thereafter substituted oS Dalim Ju ilb | ® 
Good to take the place of evil,**** peg he os 
Truly, I am Oft-Forgiving, erates) 
Most Merciful. 7 

12. “Now put thy hand into ie Sh IS © af i 
Thy bosom, and it will shiatn a 
Come forth white without stain**** en POSS Edad. 
(Or harm); (these are) among IF FE omer Og 
The nine Signs (thou wilt take)**** PRET a eae 
To Pharaoh and his people: zaassae rill cu read 
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Rebellious in transgression. Cran lag lySor 

13. But when Our Signs came Le DBAs 03077 O00 
To them, that should have***! raat le og ele Lals © 
Opened their eyes, they said: Pale Pamneaea ty 
“This is sorcery manifest!" wt pee eal 

14. And they rejected those Signs 4h sere 
In iniquity and arrogance, ee 


| Though their souls were convinced 


Thereof: so see what was 
The end of those 
Who acted corruptly! 
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C. 170. —No less were David and Solomon versed 
(27:15-44.) In knowledge and mystic wisdom. Even 
Solomon could appreciate the wisdom 
Of the humble Ant. He used all his power 
And resources in extending the Kingdom 
Of Allah. In wonderful ways did he lead 
The Queen of Sheba to the Light of the Faith 
Of Unity, and confirmed her in pure 
Worship, the worship of the Lord of the Worlds. 


3248, His slaying the Egyptian (n. 5146 to 26:14), however defensible from certain aspects, was yet something 
from his past that had to be washed off, and Allah, Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful, did it out of His abounding 
Grace. Nay, more; he was given a pure, Radiant Hand, as a Sign of his personal transformation, as state 
in the next verse. 


$249. Cf 20:22. There the expression is: “Draw thy hand close to thy side.” As far as the physical ac 
is concerned, the expressions there and here mean the same thing, Moses had a loose-fitting robe. If he put 
his hand within the folds of the robe, it would go to his bosom on the side of his body opposite to that from 
which the hand came: «¢., if it was his right hand it would go to the left side of his bosom. But the difference 
so transformed with divine light as to lend the radiance to his hand also, his instrument of action. The hand 
comes out white and radiant without a stain. Ordinarily if the skin becomes white it is a sign of disease o 
leprosy. Here it was the opposite. It was a sign of radiance and glory from the higher Light. 


$250. The nine Signs: see n. 109] to 7:155. 


5251, The Signs should have clearly opened the eyes of any persons who honestly examined them and 
thought about them. Those who rejected them were perverse and were going against their own light and inne 
conviction. That was the aggravating feature of their sin. 
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SECTION 2. 
15. We gave (in the past) Ce A SAH AS 
Knowledge to David and le lss ove + Aaly & 
Solomon:**** Sil 2 pee SG 
And they both said: raiprve t z) 
“Praise be to Allah, Who Tall f ee Yure 
Has favoured us above many oe Nestea ue 


Of His servants who believe!""**** 


16. And Solomon was David's heir.**™ Fars cgs coe 
He said; “O ye people! 229\2patlcurss © 
We have been taught the speech**** fd, ei ete 1127 
Of Birds, and we us See AONE IE 
Gren ad this ng < sis bot tosh sai 
Indeed Grace manifest (from alk o< 

Allah").**6 onal jai Gy 

17. And before Solomon were fect ty. vt Nagel - red 

uc marshalled . “aE > 
His hosts—of Jinns and men 2 ftitgd ° 





5252, Cf 21:78-82. “Knowledge” means such knowledge as leads up to the higher things in life, the Wisdom 
that was shown in their decisions and judgements, and the understanding that enabled them to fulfil their 
mission in life. They were both just men and prophets of Allah. The Bible, as we have it, is inconsistent: 
oti the one hand it calls David “a man after God's own heart” (I Samnuel, 18:14 and Acts 1$222); and the Christians 
acclaim Christ as a son of David; but on the other hand, horrible crimes are ascribed to him, which, if he 
had committed them, would make him a monster of cruelty and injustice. About Solomon, too, while he is 
described as a glorious king, there are stories of his lapses into sin and idolatry, The Muslim teaching considers 
them both to be men of piety and wisdom, and high in spiritual knowledge. 


5255. They ascribed, as was proper, their knowledge, wisdom, and power to the only true Source of all 
good, Allah. 


$254. The point is that Solomon not only inherited his father's kingdom but his spiritual insight and 
the prophetic office, which do not necessarily go from father to son. 


5255. Speech of Birds. The spoken word in human speech is different from the means of communication 
which birds and animals have between each other Bat no man can doubt that they have means of communication 
with each other, if he only observes the orderly flight of migratory birds or the regulated behaviour of ants, 
bees, and other creatures who live in communities. The wisdom of Solomon and others like him (he speaks 
of “we") consisted in understanding these things—in the animal world and in the lower fringes of human 
intelligence. 


$256. A little of all things: Solomon was a king of power and authority; outside his kingdom he had 
influence among many neighbouring peoples: he had knowledge of birds, and beasts and plants: he was just 
and wise, and understood men: and above all, he had spiritual insight, which brought him near to Allah. 
Thus he had something of all kinds of desirable gifts. And with crue gratitude he referred them to Allah, 
the Giver of all gifts. 
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And birds, and they were all Z eons alan 
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19. So he smiled, amused eee oe a yaaa 
At its speech; and he said: Usut pts Y 
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I may work the righteousness Ania? abine id 
That will please Thee:*?® 10727. fut 
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Righteous Servants."**®! Cela)! Joled 
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Of the Birds; and he said: 





$257. Besides the literal meaning, there are two symbolical meanings. (1) All his subjects of varying grades 
of intelligence, taste, and civilisation, were kept in due order and cooperation by his discipline, justice, and 
good government. (2) The gifts of various kinds, which he possessed (see last note), he used in proper order 
and coordination, as they were a well disciplined army, thus getting the best possible results from them. 


3258, This verse and the next, read together, suggest the symbolical meaning as predominant. The ant, 
to outward appearances, is a very small and humble creature, In the great pomp and circumstances of the 
world, it may be neglected or even trampled on by a people who mean it no harm. Yet, by its wisdom, it 
carries on its own life within its own sphere (“habitations”) unmolested, and makes a useful contribution to 
the economy of the world, So there is room for the humblest people in the spiritual world. 


$259. The counterpart to the position of the humble ant is the position of a great king like Solomon, 
He prays that his power and wisdom and other gifts may be used for righteousness and for the benefit of all 
around him. The ant being in his thoughts, we may suppose that he means particularly in his prayer that 
he may not even unwittingly tread on humble beings in his preoccupation with the great things of the world. 


$260. The righteousness which pleases the world is often very different from the righteousness which pleases 
Allah. Solomon prays that he may always take Allah's Will as his standard, rather than the standards of men. 


$261. In the Kingdom of Allah, righteousness is the badge of citizenship. And although there are great 
and noble grades (see n, 586 to 4:69), the base of that citizenship is the universal brotherhood of righteousness. 
The greatest in that Kingdom are glad and proud to pray for that essential badge. 





Sirah 27: Al Naml 948 UES. eeeela 


“Why is it I see not {RATE LAR Hye 
“The Hoopoe? Or is he es hems Yo 

_ Among the absentees?*** SERS ile | 

21. “I will certainly punish him Soren es YA av 47 BGZEIRG 
With a severe penalty, acest sR IVpealeA arene © 
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22. But the Hoopoe tarried not Shas rw rer SOE G’ 
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Which thou hast not compassed, ee he 
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From Saba*” with tidings true. 1 
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~~ Ruling over them and provided**® P De =r © 
With every requisite; and she ait Pre pies E515 


Has a magnificent throne. 


“Het -2 oe 


24. “I found her and her people Lg sal gosey 





» © $262. Solomon was no idle or easy-going king. He kept all his organisation strictly up to the mark, both 
his armies literally and his forces (metaphorically). His most mobile arm was the Birds, who were light on 
the wing and flew and saw everything like efficient scouts, One day he missed the Hoopoe in his muster. The 
hoopoe is a light, graceful creature, with elegant plumage of many colours, and a beautiful yellow crest on 
his head, which entitles him to be called a royal bird. 


$268. Sab may reasonably be identified as the Biblical Sheba, (1 Kings 10;:1-10). It is further referred 
tw in the SGrah called after its name: 54:15-20. It was a city in Yemen, said to have been three days journcy 
(say 50 miles) from the city of San'W. A (recent) German explorer, Dr. Ham Helfritz, claims to have located 
it in what is now Hadramawt territory. The famous dam of Ma'fib made the country very prosperous, and 
enabled it to attain a high degree of civilisation (“provided with every requisite” in the next verse). The Queen 
of Sheba therefore rightly held up her head high until she saw the glories of Solomon. 





5264. The Queen of Sheba (by name Bilgis in Arabian tradition) came apparently from Yemen. but 
the had affinities with Abyssinia and possibly ruled over Abyssinia also. The (Habashah) tribe (after whom 
Abyssinia was named) came from Yemen. Between the southern coast of Yernen and the northeastern coast 
of Abyssinia there are only the Straits of Bab al Mandab, barely twenty miles across. In the 10th or Il century 

BC. there were frequent invasions of Abyssinia from Arabia, and Solomon's reign of 40 years is usually 
_ gachronised with B.C. 992 to 952. The Sabaean and Himyarite alphabets in which we find the south Arabian 
"pre-Islamic inscriptions, passed into Ethiopic, the language of Abyssinia. The Abyssinians possess a traditional 

history called "The Book of the Glory of Kings" (Kebra Negast), which has been translated from Ethiopic 

into English by Sir E.A. Wallis Budge (Oxford. 1982). It gives an account of the Queen of Sheba and her 
gay son Menyelek 1, as founders of the Abyssinian dynasty. (R). 





$265. Provided usth every requisite: | take this to refer not only to the abundance of spices and gems 
and gold in her country, but-to sciences and arts, and perhaps the spiritual possibilities which made her accept 
the religion of Unity and ‘Truth (27:44), 
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$266. The ancient religions of the people of Saba’ (the Himyar or Sabaeans) consisted in the worship 
of the heavenly bodies, the sun, the planets, and the stars. Possibly the cult was connected with that of Chaldes, 
the homeland of Abraham; see 6:75-79 and notes thereon, Yemen had easy access to Mesopotamia and the 
Persian Gulf by way of the sea, as well as with Abyssinia. That accounts for the Christians of Najrin and 
the Jewish dynasty of kings (¢.g., Dhu Nuwas, d. 525 A.C.) who persecuted them in the century before Islam— 
also for the Christian Abyssinian Governor Abrahah and his discomfiture in the year of the Prophet's birth 
(S. 105), say 570 A.C. Jewish-Christian influences were powerful in Arabia in the sixth century of the Christian era, 

The religion of these Sabaeans (written in Arabic with a Sim) should not be confounded with that of the 
Sabians (with a Sad), as to whom see n. 76 to 2:62. 


$267. The false worship of the Sabacans is here exposed in three ways: (1) that they were self-satisfied 
with their own human achievements, instead of looking up to Allah; and (2) that che light of the heavenly 
bodies which they worshipped was only dependent on the true Light of Allah, which extends over heaven and 
earth; the Creator should be worshipped rather than His Creation; and ($) Allah knows the hidden secrets 
of men's minds as well as the objects which they openly profess: are false worshippers really only worshipping 
their own selves or the “sins they have a mind to” and are therefore afraid to go to Allah, Who knows all? 


3268. The messenger (Hoopoe) is a pious bird, as befits a messenger of Solomon. After mentioning the 
false worship of the Sabaeans, he pronounces the Creed of Unity, and emphasises Allah's attribute as Lord 
of the Throne of Glory supreme, in order to make it clear that whatever may be the magnificence of a human 
throne such as he has described (in verse 25), he is not in any way misled from his loyalty to Solomon, the 
exponent of the true Religion of Liberty. 


3269. Solomon does not doubt his messenger’s pleas that he has scouted a new country, but wants to 
test whether he has loosened the rein of imagination in describing its splendours or its worship, 








Sirah 27: Al Naml 
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3. 
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33. 


From them, and (wait to) see 
What answer they return’... 


(The Queen) said: “Ye chiefs! 
Here is—delivered to me— 
A letter worthy of respect. 


. “It is from Solomon, and is 


(As follows): ‘In the name*?’° 
Of Allah, Most Gracious, 
Most Merciful: 


“Be ye not arrogant 
Against me, but come 
To me in submission 
(To the true Religion), ” 


SECTION 3. 


She said: “Ye chiefs! 
Advise me in (this) 

My affair: no affair 
Have I decided 

Except in your presence.” 


They said: “We are endued 
With strength, and given 
To vehement war: 

But the command is 

With thee; so consider 
What thou wilt command.” 


. She said: “Kings, when they*??! 


Enter a country, despoil it, 
And make the noblest 

Of its people its meanest 
Thus do they behave. 
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$270. Solomon expressly begins his letter with the formula of the true and universal! Religion of Unity, 
and he invites to the true Faith the new people with whom he ¢stablishes honourable relations, not for worldly 
conquest but for the spreading of the Light of Allah, 


$271, The character of Queen Bilqis, as disclosed here, is that of a ruler enjoying great wealth and dignity, 
and the full confidence of her subjects, She does nothing without consulting her Council, and her Council 
are ready to carry out her commands in all things. Her people are manly, loyal, and contented, and ready 
to take the field against any enemy in their country. But their queen is prudent in policy, and is not willing 
toembroil her country in war She has the discrimination to see that Solomon is not like ordinary kings who 
conquer by violence. Perhaps in her heart she has a ray of.divine light already, though her people are yet 
Pagans. She wishes to carry her people with her in whatever she does, because-she is as loyal to them as they 
are to her. An exchange of presents would probably establish better relations between the two kingdoms. And 
perhaps she anticipates some spiritual understanding also, a hope which was afterwards realised. In Bilqis 
we have a picture of womanhood, gentle, prudent, and able to tame the wilder passions of her subjects. (R). 
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39, 


“But I am going to send 

Him a present, and (wait) 
To see with what (answer) 
Return (my) ambassadors.” 


Now when (the embassy) came 
To Solomon, he said: 

“Will ye give me abundance 
In wealth? But that which 
Allah has given me is better 
Than that which He has 
Given you! Nay it is ye 

Who rejoice in your gift!**”* 


“Go back to them, and be sure 
We shall come to them 

With such hosts as they 

Will never be able to meet: 
We shall expel them 

From there in disgrace, 

And they will feel 

Humbled (indeed).” 


He said (to his own men): 
“Ye Chiefs! which of you 
Can bring me her throne**”* 
Before they come to me 

In submission?” 


Said an ‘Ifrit,**”* of the Jinns: 
“I will bring it to thee 
Before thou rise from thy 
Council: indeed I have 

Full strength for the purpose, 
And may be trusted.” 
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5272. Poor Bilqis! she thought she had arranged with womanly tact to conciliate Solomon, and at the 
same time pacify her warlike subjects! But the effect of the embassy with presents was the very opposite. Soloman 
took it as an insult that she should send her presents instead of her submission to the true Religion! He flung 
back the presents at her, as much as to say, “Let these baubles delight your own hearts! Allah has blesed 
me with plenty of worldly goods, and something infinitely better, véz.; His Light and Guidance! Why do you 
say nothing about that? Will you only understand the argument of armies and violence?” Or perhaps his spetch 
was only meant for the Sabaean crowd. For when she actually came, he treated her kindly, and she accepied 
the religion of Unity. 


$273. The throne is symbolical of power and dignity. So far her throne was based on material wealth: 
Solomon is going to alter it to a basis of Faith and the Religion of Unity. 


“could be trusted”. 


5274. ‘Ifrit: a large, powerful jinn, reputed to be crafty: hence he is anxious to be recognised as one thar 


| 
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$275. The symbolic meaning still continues: The big ‘U/r7t had boasted of his brute strength, and his 
reliability, But this is not enough to transform a power (throne) based on materialism into one based on inward 
Knowledge, knowledge of the heart and spirit, the sort of knowledge that comes from the Book of the Grace 
of Allah, the spirit of truth and benevolence which is the invisible magic of Prophets of Allah. Even if worldly 
power and common honesty may be able to effect some good, it will take a comparatively long time, while 
the magic of spiritual love acts instantaneously. Solomon was thankful to Allah for he had men endowed with 
such power, and he had the throne of Bilg!s transported to his Court and transformed as he desired, without 


Bilqis even knowing it. (R). 


_ $276. If Solomon had been ungrateful to Allah, «¢., if he had worked for his own selfish or worldly ends, 
he could have used the brute strength of the ‘Jfr7t to add to his worldly strength and glory. Instead, he uses 
the higher magic of the Book—or the Spirit—to transform the throne of Bilqis for her highest good, which 
means also the highest good for her subjects, by the divine Light. He had the two alternatives, and he chooses 
the better, and he thus shows his gratitude to Allah for the Grace He had given him. 


_ 3277, Man's gratitude to Allah is not a thing that benefits Allah, for Allah is high above all needs; it 
benefits a man's soul and gives him higher rank in the spiritual world, Per contra, man's ingratitude will not 
detract from Allah's Glory and Honour or the value of Allah's generous gifts to man: for Allah is supreme 
in honour, glory and generosity. Karim in Arabic involved all three significations. 


5278. The throne having been transformed, it will be a test to see whether Bilqis recognises it as her 
own and accepts it of her own free will as her own, or rejects it as something alien to her, something she will 
‘not accommodate herself to. So in our life, We get used to certain habits and customs and certain ways of 
thought. Allah's message comes to transform us and set us on a different kind of throne, with our own active 
and willing consent. If we are wise, we feel honoured and grateful. If we are “obstinately rebellious”, we reject 
it as not our own, and pine for the old slavery, as the Israelites pined for Egypt when they were under Allah's 
guidance in the wilderness. 
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It was just like this;**’* os 
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On us in advance of this, ni 
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To the Lord of the Worlds.” 


C. 171. —In Salih's pure preaching the evil Thamid 
(27:45-58.) Found omens of ill to themselves: in secret 
They plotted to take his life, and like cowards 


$279. Bilqis stands the test. She knows it was her throne, yet not exactly the same, for it was now much 
better. And she is proud of her good fortune, and acknowledges, for herself and her people, with gratitude, 
the light which was given to them by Allah, by which they recognised Allah's prophet in Solomon and received 
the crue Religion with all their will and heart and soul. 


3280. Some Commentators and Translators adopt an alternative construction for the last clause of the 
last verse and the first clause of this verse. They understand the former to be spoken by Solomon and to mean, 
‘we had knowledge of Allah's Message and accepted it before her’ They understand the latter to mean. ‘the 
worship of others besides Allah diverted her (from the true Religion)’ If we accept the construction adopted 
in this Translation, the visit to Solomon confirmed the true Faith of Bilqis and prevented her from lapsing 
into ber ancestral false worship. 


$281. Bilq¥s, having been received with honour on her arrival, and having accepted the transformation 
of her throne, placed presumably in an outer building of the Palace, is asked to enter the great Palace itself. 
Its floor was made of slabs of smooth polished glass, that glistened like water. She thought it was water, and 
tucked up her clothes to pass through it, showing her bare feet and ankles. This was a very undignified position 
for a woman, especially one of the position of a Queen. Solomon immediately undeceived her, and told her 
the real facts, when she felt grateful, and joined herself with Solomon in praising Allah. 


$282. Insymbolic language, a new entrant into the Palace of divine knowledge, may yet carry in his mind 
many of the illusions of the lower world. the transparent crystal of Truth he may yet mistake for the unstable 
water of worldly vanity, which soils the vestments of those who paddle in it. This leads to many undignified 
positions and mistakes. But a gentle leader points out the truth. Instead of resenting it, the new entrant is 
grateful, acknowledges her own mistake freely and frankly, and heartily joins with the Teacher in the worship 
of Allah, the Source of all truth and knowledge. 
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They made a league to cover their crime 

With lies. Lo! on themselves recoiled 

The plot: they perished in utter ruin. 

The men admonished by Lit were false 

To themselves: they insulted the nature given 
Them by Allah, and mocked the Message of Purity. 
Lo! they were buried in a shower of brimstone! 


SECTION 4. 
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To the Thamiad, their brother’? SS SE SIa, 
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$285. The main story of the Thamiid, who were broken into two factions, the rich oppressing the poor 
and keeping them out of the good things of life and the test case of the She-camel, will be found in 26:141-159 
and the notes thereon. The point here is the secret plot of the nine men against the Prophet of Allah, whose 
teaching, they thought, brought them ill-luck; but what they called ill-luck was the just punishment from 
Allah for their own ill-deeds. Their plot was foiled, and the whole community, which was involved in evil, 
was destroyed. (R). 


5284. Cf 13:6. The evildoers were really hastening on their own punishment by their feuds against the 
poor. The advocates of justice were not bringing ill-luck to them. They were showing the way to ward it off. 
Their own injustice was bringing on them disaster. 


$285. All evil unpunished is not evil condoned, but evil given a chance for reform, They are on trial, 
by the mercy of Allah. What they call “ill omen” is really the just punishment for their ill-deeds, and that 
punishment rests with Allah. (Cf 36:18-19). 


$286. They had made up their minds to wage a relentless war against justice. They did not destroy justice, 
but justice destroyed them. 
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$287. A most dastardly plot, because (1) it was to be secret, (2) by night, (5) taking their victims unawares, 
and (4) because careful provision was made that they should all tell lies together, saying that they knew nothing 
about it, in order to evade the vengeance which Silih's heirs (if any were left) or his tribe might want to exact! 


And yet such were exactly the plots laid against the Holy Prophet himself, 


$288. Cf 3:54. Their secret plotting is all known to Allah, but of Allah's just and beneficient plan they 


know nothing. And the wicked must come to an evil end. 


$289, The story of Lit is referred to elsewhere. The passages to which reference may be made here are 
26:160-175, and 7:80-84. But the point emphasised here is that the crime of the Cities of the Plain was again 
their own nature, and they saw its enormity, and yet they indulged in it. Can degradation go further? His 
wife was not apparently a Believer. Her previous sympathy with the sinful people “destined her” (verse 57 below) 


to a miserable end, as she lagged behind and shared in the destruction of her kinsfolk. 
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57. 
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“Would ye really approach men 
In your lusts rather than 
Women? Nay, ye are 


A people (grossly) ignorant!'"**** 


But his people gave 

No other answer but this: 
They said, “Drive out 
The followers of Lit from 
Your city: these are 
Indeed men who want 

To be clean and pure!"’5**! 


But We saved him 

And his family, except 
His wife: her We destined 
To be of those 

Who lagged behind. 


And We rained down on them 
A shower (of brimstone): 

And evil was the shower 

On those who were admonished 
(But heeded not)! 


LEISGER) € 


RAEI DF A ot 


See ee ely 934 


Po the 





—p * ce ee 


ee 9 | 
i ctae ona A 
jy gles ers 


a shal hats 5 4 94 2 Act @ foxy 


GH NG-GSS 


cad Pa os «4 +f 
alle CFS a 


Opa] \ a. cL 


C. 172. — Allah's goodness and mercy are manifest 
(27:59-93.) Through all nature and in the heart and conscience 


Of man, He alone knows all; our knowledge 
Can at best be partial, Yet we can travel 
' Through space and time and see how Evil 
Never prospered. Allah teaches us good, 
But how can we see if we make ourselves blind? 
At the end of all things shall we know how small 
Is our state, but for Allah’s Grace: let us bow 
To His Will and accept His true guidance; 
Let us praise Him and trust Him—now and forever! 





$290. The ignorance referred to here is the spiritual ignorance, the ignorance of how grossness and sins 
that bring shame on their own physical and moral nature are doomed to destroy them: it is their own loss. 
That they knew the iniquity of their sins has already been stated in the last verse. That knowledge makes 
their spiritual ignorance all the more culpable, just as a man consciously deceiving people by half-truths is 
a greater liar than a man who tells lies inadvertently. 


$291. Cf 7:82-84. Instead of being ashamed on account of the consciousness of their own guilt, they 
attack the pure ones with their sarcasm, as if not they but the pure ones were in the wrong, trying to set 
them on the right way. 


Stirah 27; Al Naml 952 


SECTION 5. z 
59, Say: Praise be to Allah, ws ya piven) 
And Peace on His servants™” ) s © 
Whom He has chosen jrer TE = 5? eae 
(For His Message). (Who) wes LiSiCalp 
Is better? —Allah or a anion eo 
The false gods they associate Sart FAV te as 
(With Him)? . A 
of faa 
' \@ 
60.~ Or, who has created™” <4 Tyee “4 Nae YO AE 
The heavens and the earth, 2 tbs = wi ® 
_. And who sends you down aye ae © 
Rain from the sky? aL Lo <A wee: 
Yea, with it We cause see » a 
-To grow.well-planted orchards Ao ZN eee alts 
Full of beauty and delight: SOI ot 
It is not in your power Gs vise Vasol SIONS 
To cause the growth™ aco) ae 
Of the trees in them. (Can there be int Sal 
Another) god besides Allah? ri ‘ 
Nay, they are a people z WA: ey mF 
_ Who swerve from justice. os peers 
61. Or, who has made the earth een e(ss 


Firm to live in; made 
Rivers in its midst; set 
Thereon mountains 


SSS OS ZN ei ARO) 


<oy 5 hans wou 


immovable,” 





3292. Allah's revelation having been described as Light: Guidance, and Mercy, we ought all to be grateful 
to Allah for vouchsafing His revelanon. We ought also to appreciate the services of Allah's Messengers, who 
are chosen to deliver His Message: we ought to send salutations of Peace on them, instead of plotting, as the 
wicked do, for their removal or persecution, or banishmentor death, for these Prophets of Allah undergo. 
every kind of hardship and forego every kind of advantage or, pleasure in life for serving mankind. And Allah, 
is truth and goodness, and all our fancies. of false worship are falsehoods and evils. Shall we prefer falsehood 
and evil to truth and goodness? (R). 


$298, The order, beauty; anid grandeur of the inheete aré appealed to. They show unity of design and 
purpose, How can unjust, ignorant, foolish, heedless; false men think of a multiplicity of gods, or of any god 
besides the One True God? 


3294. To make a single seed germinate and grow into a tree is beyond man’s power. When it comes to 
a great well-laid-out garden of beauty and delight, no one would think it grew up of itself without a gardener's 
consummate art. And the orchard is more than the trees in it: there is design and beauty in their arrangement; 
proper spaces | have to be left between them for the growth of their roots, for the aeration of the soil Nite 

_them, and for the penetrauon of air and sunlight between their branches. How can anyone then thin 

the wonderful universe as a whole, without thinking of the far higher Unity of Design, the evidence of the, 
Onc True Allah? (R). , 

$295. Cf. 16:15 and notes 2038 and 2039. The terra firma, the flowing water, and the cycle of water ar 
culation-sea, vapour, clouds, rain, rivers, and sea again—all one and yet all distinct, with a sort of wonderful bar 
rier Between salt water and fresh water: can man see all this and yet be ignorant of Allah? * 
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> $206. 6f.25:53 and notes $11) and $112. 


— $297. | Besides the evidence of external nature, ark si cpcee thlall dtdcgmeingpents Rinteadcience 
“aid heart Allah listens to man’s cry of agony and relieves his suffering, and He has given him superiority 
ver other creation on this earth, through his mind and soul. Is man then going to run after inferior beings 

and forget Allah? 


98208. Of 6:165;n. 988. 


3299. Cf 25:48, n. 3104. After external nature, our attention was drawn to our inner consciousness; after 

itis drawn here to our social and collective life, in which we use the forces of nature for international 

, rade, agriculture, production, and economic well-being generally. In the next verse, we are asked. 

to contemplate creation from its primeval stages, through its intermediate processes, to the final Destiny in 
Anew creation—a new heaven and a new carth, 


18300. Cf 10:34, and n. 1428 
3301. Sustenance of course in the spiritual as well as the material sense (Cf. n, $412), 
>) 3802. All the arguments point to the Unity of Allah: there is none whatever against it. 
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$303. The existence of Allah is certain, But nothing else can be known with certainty to our knowledge 
He has told us of the Hereafter, and therefore we know it is true. But those who do not believe in Allah—what 
knowledge or certainty can they have? Even when it is actually coming, they will not have the sense to perceive it, 


$304. The Unbelievers are generally materialisss, who cannot go beyond the evidence of their phyical 
senses. As to a spiritual vision of the future, their physical senses would only leave them in doubt and uncertainty 
while their rejection of the spiritual Light makes them blind altogether to the spiritual world. 


$305. Even if the Unbelievers are willing to take any mystic doctrine, they have only to observe what ba 
actually happened on the earth, and they will see that evil always came to an evil end, and that Truth and 


righteousness ultimately won. 


$306. Cf. 16127, and n. 2164. The righteous need not worry over the unjust. The plots of the unjust 
can never defeat or deflect the purpose of Allah. 
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22. Say: “It may be that 
Some of the events which — 
Ye wish to hasten on 
May be (close) in your pursuit !"**°” 


73, But verily thy Lord is 
Full of grace to mankind: 
Yet most of them are ungrateful. 


74. And verily thy Lord knoweth 
All that their hearts do hide, 
As well as all that 
They reveal. 


75. Nor is there aught 
Of the Unseen, in heaven 
Or earth, but is (recorded)*™* 
In a clear record. 


76. Berily this Qur'an doth explain 
To the Children of Israel 
Most of the matters 


In which they disagree.**** 


77. And it certainly is 
A Guide and a Mercy 
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To those who believe. 


78. Verily, thy Lord will decide © Mas, BM Gh MET 
aril eee by His Decree:**"° 4S ore sett ou} DD) 


And He is Exalted in Might, eas aie 
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$507. The Unbelievers—or even men of halfhearted faith — may say, “Why worry over distant future events? 
Take the day as it comes!" But that is a fallacy. Judgement is certain, and it may be that this very hour may 
be the hour of doom for any given individual. This is the hour of repentance and amendment. For Allah 
withes weil to all mankind in spite of their ingratitude. 


5308. Cf. 22:70, 36:12, 57:22, [Eds.}. 


5309. The Jews had numerous sects. Some were altogether out of the pale, ¢.g., the Samaritans, who 
had a separate Tawrah of their own: they hated the other Jews and were hated by them. But even in the orthodox 
body, there were several sects, of which the following may be mentioned: (1) the Pharisees, who were literalists, 
formalists, and fatalists, and had a large body of traditional literature, with which they overlaid the Law of 
Moses; (2) the Sadducees, who were rationalists, and seemed to have doubted the doctrine of the Resurrection 
or of a Hereafter; (5) the Essenes, who practised a sort of Communism and Asceticismn and prohibited marriage. 
About many of their doctrines they had bitter disputes, which were settled by the Qur'iin, which supplemented 
and perfected the Law of Moses. It also explained clearly the attributes of Allah and the nature of Revelation, 
and the doctrine of the Hereafter. 


$510. ‘Decree’: Aukm: the disputes between rival sects can only be settied by the Decree of Allah-—(1) 
in the form of a Revelation, as was done by the Qur'ln, or (2) by the logic of events, for hundreds of sects 
have been extinguished and forgotten in the course of time, and (5) in the Decree of Judgement in the Hereafter, 
when all warring sects will at length see their errors. 
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So put thy trust in Allah: 
For thou art on (the Path 
Of) manifest Truth. 


. Truly thou canst not cause 


The Dead to listen, nor 
Canst thou cause the Deaf 
To hear the call, 
(Especially) when they 


Turn back in retreat.*5" 


Nor canst thou be a guide 

To the Blind, (to prevent them) 
From straying: only those 

Wilt thou get to listen 

Who believe in Our Signs, 

And they will bow in Islam. 


And when the Word is**” 
Fulfilled against them (the unjust), 
We shall produce from the earth 
A Beast to (face) them:**¥ 

He will speak to them, 


For that mankind did not 


Believe with assurance 
In our Signs. 
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$311. The Prophet's responsibility was to preach and show the way. Men and women of good will had 
faith and accepted the Message. But he was not responsible for the obstinacy and perversity of men who turned 
away from Allah's Signs and rejected the Truth. 


3312.. The Word: the Decree or Sentence, the Decision to end the respite and restore the true values of 
right and wrong in a new world: their cup of iniquity will then have been full. 


5513. The Beast will be one of the Signs of the Last Day to come, before the present World passes away 
and the new World-is brought into being. In symbolic language it would represent gross Materialism. It will 
be the embodiment of fat worldly triumph, which will appeal to a misguided and degenerate world, because 
such a corrupt world will have no assured belief in the Signs of Allah or in spiritual Light. It will itself be 
a Sign or Portent, closing the door of repentance. I do not know whether this Beast has any reference to the 
symbolism in chapter 12 of the Book of Revelation, which closes the New Testament. If taklimuhum is tread 
instead of tukallimuhum, it would mean that the Beast would wound them, symbolically, that Materialign 
would produce its own Nemesis. 
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Until, when they come 
(Before the Judgement Seat), 
(Allah) will say: “Did ye 
Reject My Signs, though ye**"* 
Comprehended them not 

In knowledge, or what 

Was it ye did?” 
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85. And the Word will be**"* 
Fulfilled against them, because 
Of their wrongdoing, and they 
Will be unable to speak 
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(In plea). 
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Smitten with terror those 
Who are in the heavens, 

And those who are on earth, 
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5314. The charge against them will be: ‘You had no knowledge, and yet you arrogantly rejected My Signs: 
is that true, or have you any plea in your defence?’ 


5515. There will be no plea, because the charge will be only too true. The Decree will be passed and executed. 


5516. Night, Day, Rest, and Light: both in the literal and the symbolic sense, Any one with a scrap of 
faith or spiritual insight could see that the Night is a blessing when used for rest and a curse when used to 
cover ignorance or sin; and that the Day is for work and enlightenment, and its misuse is gross ingratitude 
to Allah. Or, understand Truth and practise Righteousness while it is yet Light and the Message of Allah is 
here to guide you: for there comes the Night when Endeavour will cease and there will be no room for Repentance. 


3317. Arrogance will flee with Ignorance, and Self will see itself in its true place —that of humility and 
lowliness — when the scales of ignorance fall from its eyes. 


$318. This is so in the present phase of phenomenal things, both literally and figuratively. There seems 
nothing more firm or fixed or permanent than the “eternal hills": yet when the new order of things comes 
and the new World is brought into being, they will be as flimsy and insubstantial as clouds. So, in the revelation 
of things in the spiritual World, persons or things or ideas that seem so great and so firmly established now 
will pass away like mere fancies and give way to the Reality of Allah. 
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$319. Atgana: to arrange or dispose of things with art, or so as to obtain the most perfect results. The 
present phenomenal world and the Future that is to be, all have a definite object and purpose in the Plan 
of Allah, Who knows perfectly what we are, what we do, what we think, and what we need. Who can praix 


His artistry enough? 


3320. Headlong: it may be that the very things of which we were proudest, which we considered foremost 
in our present order of the world, will be the first to go into the Fire, as they are but the window-dreming 
(te, faces) of Evil. 


$321, There will be no punishment except such as has been deserved by actual conduct in the present 
life of probation. 


$322. The Lord of this City, This was spoken in Makkah, say about the 5th year before the Hijrah, when 
the Holy Prophet and his adherents were being persecuted as enemies to the cult of Makkah. So far from 
being against the true spirit of the Holy City of Makkah, it was actually in furtherance of that spirit. which 
had been overlaid by the idolatries and abominations of the Pagan Quraysh. They are told thar the new Teaching 
is from the Lord of Makkah itself, the One True God, Who had sanctified it in the time of Abraham. Let 
they should think that it was a local or tribal or narrow cult, it is added that He is not only Lord of this 
city, but Lord of the Worlds, “to Whom belong all! things” It is a universal message: but how sad it would 
be if the Makkans, among whom it came first, were to reject it? 


$323. The duty of the Prophet and his adherents was, first, to accept Islam and became themselves shining 
examples of Allah's grace and mercy, as they in fact were, and secondly to preach that message and spread 
that Light to all-around. It was not for them to force it on unwilling people: for any who rejected it would 
find their own spiritual loss in such rejection. But they must clearly warn them of the consequences, 
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“I am only a Warner”. 


93. And say: “Praise be to Allah, 
Who will soon show you"*** 
His Signs, so that ye 
__ Shall know them”; and thy Lord 
~ Ts not unmindful 
Of all that ye do.**** 


REG. a 


ee a 


rT MS JSIS%; 


se Byte Fe &) 

oh Aaa Les 
cy, ore a2 4 s> 
TUNG Soe 
A Ar, ~ ed sé 


Optic Jalil, 


$324. In a few years after that, many wonderful things happened that removed the doubts of the doubters 
and confirmed the faith of the Believers. They showed how the logic of events proved the true mission of the 
holy Prophet. Other things some minds may not be able to grasp, But the logic of events is for all to see, 


$525. Trials and tribulations, persecution and exile, and the patient endurance and constancy with which 
they were met by the Believers—all are known to Allah and will be credited to their spiritual account. 
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INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 28—AL QASAS 


This Sirah continues the subject of Revelation and its reception by those to whom it is 
sent, But it emphasises new points: how the recipient of inspiration is prepared for his high destiny, 
even in the growth of his ordinary life, and how the rejection of Allah's Message by groups of 
men or by individuals is caused by overweening arrogance or avarice. The plight of those who 
reject the Truth is contrasted with the reward of the righteous. 


With the possible exception of a few verses, it belongs to the late Makkan period, just preceding 
the Hijrah. 


Summary — Pharaoh was arrogant and unjust, but Allah's Plan was to strengthen the weak: 
in infancy Moses was prepared for his mission; in youth he trusted in the Lord and was guided; 
in his exile he found help and love; and when he was called, he was supported by Allah (28:1-42, 
and C. 173). 


So was the Holy Prophet Muhammad fed spiritually by Allah's Grace, and his Revelation 
was recognised by those who knew the earlier Revelations: it came to an old and sacred Centre, 
to warn those seduced by this world's life (28:43-60, and C. 174). 


The Future is with those who repent, have faith, and do good: for all Mercy and Truth 
are with Allah (28:61-75, and C. 175). 


But men puffed up with wealth, like Qarin, will come to an evil end, while the lowly 
and the righteous will attain Allah's Mercy (28:76-88, C. 176). 


C. 173.—Allah’s Messengers are men, and win through good life 
(28:1-42.) By Allah's Grace and their Faith. So Moses 
Was saved from the Tyrant’'s wrath in infancy, 
And reared in the Tyrant’s own den, but gently 
In a mother's love. In youth was he endowed 
With wisdom and knowledge; strength and the will 
To do right. In sorrow or misfortune 
He trusted on Allah and opened his heart 
To Him, On self-imposed exile he won 
Love by his chivalry and confidence by Truth, 
In his mission he triumphed over arrogant 
Wrong by his meekness, patience, and Faith. 
So good follows good, and Evil must fall. 
Cursed, loathed, disgraced, and despised. 
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In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, 
Most Merciful. 
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2. These are Verses of the Book 
That makes (things) clear.***’ 


3. We rehearse to thee some 
Of the story of Moses 
_ And Pharaoh in Truth, 
'_ For people who believe.**** 


- 4. Gruly Pharaoh elated himself 
In the land and broke up 
Its people into sections,**** 

ing a small group 

Among them: their sons he slew, 
But he kept alive their females: 
For he was indeed 
A maker of mischief, 


5. And We wished to be 
Gracious to those who were 


oF oi’) 22'S “s fre hoz 
seer lice Dileiyis O 
BHR APY 


ASIEN > ASTON) 

aah is 4 Sts gia 

& Y seer es “4 

wh alde Ped 9 em Aes 
ote 


J "ie Ae A 
Andale OES 


Severe <. s a, 
SN SAL; O 





ore 


Being depressed on the land.***° vay hy \aasennel 





3326. See n. 3187 to 26:1. 


~) $827. See m. SISS to 26:2. 


$328. The part of the story of Moses told here is how Moses and his mother were guided in the child's 
infancy, that even as he grew up, he might be prepared for his high destiny; how in youth he trusted Allah 
in the most awkward situations and sought his help; how he fled into exile, and yet found love and support 
because of his well doing; and how, when he was called to his mission, he received Allah's favour, which defeated 
all'the plots of his enemies. Thus Allah's Plan works continuously in the web of events. Those who have faith 
will thus see the hand of Allah in everything and welcome the light that comes to them by Revelation. With 
such a Faith there is no room for Chance or blind Fate. (R). 


$329. For a king or ruler to make invidious distinctions between his subjects, and specially to depress 
of oppress any particular class of his subjects, is a dereliction of his kingly duties, for which he is responsible 
to Allah. Pharaoh and his clique were intoxicated with pride of race and pride of material civilisation, and 
fricvously oppressed the Israclites. Pharaoh decreed that all sons born to his Israelite subjects should be killed, 
and the females kept alive for the pleasure of the Egyptians. Moses was saved in a wonderful way, as related further. 


$330, What Pharaoh wished was to crush them. But Allah's Plan was to protect them as they were weak, 
and indeed to make them custodians and leaders in His Faith, and to give them in inheritance a land “flowing 
with milk and honey”. Here they were established in authority for such time as they followed Allah's Law. 
As regards Pharaoh and his ministers and hosts, they were vo be shown that they would suffer, at che hands 
of the Israelites, the very calamities against which they were so confidently taking precautions for themselves. 
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$331. Haman was evidently Pharaoh's minister, not to be confounded with a Haman who is mentioned 
in the Old Testament (Esther 3:1), as a minister of Ahasuerus (Xerxes) King of Persia, the samme who invaded 
Greece, and ruled from B.C. 485 to 464, 


5582. Pharaoh was trying to kill the Israelites. Instead, the Plagues of Egypt, invoked by Moses, killed 
thousands of Egyptains (7:153, and notes 1091-92), because “they were steeped in arrogance,—a people given 
to sin.” In pursuing the Israelites in their flight, Pharaoh and his army were themselves overwhelmed in the sea, 


$353. The Egyptian midwives had orders to kill Israelite babies. Moses was saved from them, and his 
mother nursed the infant at her breast herself. But when the danger of discovery was imminent, she put him 
into a chest or basket, and floated him on the river Nile, It flowed by the King's palace, and the chest with 
the baby was picked up, as related further on, The mother had no cause to fear or grieve afterwards, as the 
child grew up under her tender care and became afterwards one of the Prophets of Allah. 


$534. This was the Plan of Providence; that the wicked might cast a net round themselves by fostering 
the man who was to bring them to naught and be the instrument of their punishment —or (looking at it from 
the other side) that Moses might learn all the wisdom of the Egyptians in order to expose all that was hollow 
and wicked in it. 


5535. He wees Wasting to lockist, end Pharaoh bad epperently nosen, but only s daughter: who atieressls 
shared his throne. This is on the supposition that the Pharaoh was Thothmes | (see Appendix IV, S. 7). 
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For me and for thee: 
Slay him not. It may be 
That he will be of use 
To us, or we may adopt 
Him as a son.” And they 
Perceived not (what they 
Were doing) l""** 


But there came to be 

A void in the heart 

Of the mother of Moses: 

She was going almost to 
Disclose his (case), had We 

Not strengthened her heart 
(With faith), so that she 

Might remain a (firm) believer." 


And she said to the sister 

Of (Moses), “Follow him”, 

So she (the mater) watched him 
In the character of a stranger. 
And they knew not, 


. And We ordained that he 


Refused suck at first, until 
(His sister came up 

And) said: “Shall | 

Point out to you the people 
Of a house that will nourish 
And bring him up for you" 
And be sincerely attached 

To him?" .. 


. Thus did We restore him 


To his mother, that her eye 
Might be comforted, that she 
Might not grieve, and that 


~ She might know thar the promise 
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S336. Un all Gle Providence so orders things that Evil is defeated by im own weapons. Noe eiaby ba defraced, 


beritactually, chough areittingty advances the cause of Good! In non-religioas language vhis is called che 
work of the Ironic Fates. 16 Thocias Hardy had pot made Napoleon the Puppet of Fate in his “Dynasw”, he 
could well bawe taken Mhoruoh as an illustration of the Irony of Fate, or, as we should prefer oo call |t) the 
working of the Universal Plan of Allah. (R}. 


©3387. The mother's heart felt che gaping void at parting (rom her eon; bur her Faith in Allah's Providence 
hept her from betraying herself 


) S335) For you be oon wour behalf. That Mowes got che benefit of his mother's milk. (eymbolical of all 
the raditione and spiricual heritage of hia ancestry and his people) aswell as ibe prestige and the opportunities 
bing brought upin che royal fomily, with the best of teachers ty teach him Eeypiian windem. In adilltion, 
there war the comfort te hia mother 
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3359. Allah's promise is always true, but short-sighted people, if they are a little thwarted in their plan. 
do not understand that Allah's wisdom, power, and goodness are far more comprehensive than any little plam 
which they may form. 


$340, Full age may be taken to be mature youth, say between 18 and $0 years of age By that time a 
person is fully established in life: his physical build is completed, and his mental and moral habits are formed. 
In this case, as Moses was good at heart, true and loyal to his people, and obedient and just to those among 
whom he lived, he was granted wisdom and knowledge from on high, to be used for the times of conflict 
which were coming for him. His internal development being complete, he now goes out into the outer world, 
where he is again tried and proved, until he gets his divine commission. 


$341. That may have been either the time of the noontide siesta, when all business is suspended even 
now in Egypt, or the time of night, when people are usually asleep. The latter is more probable, in view of 
verse 18 below. But there is also another suggestion. A guest in a Palace is not free to wander about at will 
in the plebeian quarters of the City at all sorts of hours, and this applies even more to an inmate of the Palace 
brought up as a son. Moses was therefore visiting the City privately and eluding the guards. His object may 
have been to see for himself how things were going on; perhaps he had heard that his people were being oppressed, 
as we may suppose that he had retained contact with his mother, 


3342. His object was apparently to strike him so as to release the Israelite, not to kill the Egyptian. [In 
fact he killed the Egyptian. This was unfortunate in more ways than one. His visit to the City was clandestine: 
be had taken the side of the weaker and despised party; and he had taken the life of an Egyptian. He was 
full of regrets and repentance, and he prayed to Allah, and obtained Allah's forgiveness. 
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5345. He takes a conscious and solemn vow to dedicate himself to Allah, and to do nothing that may 
in any way astist those who were doing wrong. This was his general idea, but no plan had yet shaped itself 
in his mind, until a second catastrophe brought matters to a head, and he was plunged in adventure. 


8344. The man was an Israelite. But Moses was himself in a distracted mood. for the reasons given in 
t& 3342 above, and he was exasperated at this public appeal to him again 


5345. When Moses considered further that the Egyptian was unjust and that the Egyptian was an enemy 
to Israel generally (including both Moses and the man assaulted), he was going to intervene again, when he 
received a double warning, one from the Egyptian who was fighting, and the other from some man (Israelite 
or Egyptian) who was friendly to him, as explained below. We may suppose that after the first day's fight. 
there had been a great deal of talk in the bazaars, both among Israclires and Egyptians. Probably the Israclites 
were elated at finding a champion — perhaps more elated than they should have been, and in a provocative 
mood, which deserved Moses’ rebuke. Probably the Egyptians had discussed who this new champion was, and 
had already appraised the Palace, to which Moses had not dared to return. 


* $36. The Egyptian saw the tactical advantage of his position. In effect he said: "We have found out 
all about you. You live in the Palace, and yet you come clandestinely and kill our Egyptians. Are you going 
to do the same with me? You are nothing but a bully! And you talk of setting things right! Thar is what you 
should do if you were true to your salt!" 
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22. Then, when he turned his face 
Towards (the land of) Madyan,**** 
He said: “I do hope 
That my Lord will show me 
The smooth and straight Path.” 
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3347. Apparently rumours had reached the Palace, a Council had been held, and the death of Mose 
had been decreed! 


5348. Moses saw that his position was now untenable, both in the Palace and in the City, and indeed 
anywhere in Pharaoh's territory. So he suffered voluntary exile. But he did not know where to go to. His mind 
was in a state of agitation. But he turned to Allah and prayed. He got consolation, and felt that after all 
it was no hardship to leave Egypt, where there was so much injustice and oppression, 


5349. East of Lower Egypt, for about $00 miles, runs the Sinai Peninsula, bounded on the south by the 
Gulf of Suez, and on the north by what was the Isthmus of Suez, now cut by the Suez Canal. Over the Isthmus 
ran the highroad to Palestine and Syria, but a fugitive could not well take that road, as the Egyptains were 
after him. lr he could, after crossing the Isthmus, plunge into the Sinai desert, east or southeast, he would 
be in the Midianite territory, where the people would be Arabs and not Egyptians. He turned thither, and 
again prayed to Allah for guidance, 


$350. The first thing that a wanderer in a desert would make for would be an oasis where he could get 
water from a spring or well, the shade of trees against the scorching sun, and some human company. The 
Midianite watering place was probably a deep well, as surface springs are rare in sandy desert, where the 
water level is low, unless there was a hill from which issued a spring, 
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$551. Here is a pretty little idyll, told in the fewest and most beautiful words possible. Moses arrives at 
an oasis in the desert, weary and travel-worn, with his mind full of anxiety and uncertainty owing to his recent 
experiences in Egypt. He was thirsty and would naturally seek water. At the well or spring he found shepherds 
(or perhaps goat-herds) watering their flocks. As a stranger it was not for him to thrust himself among them. 
He waited under the shade of a tree until they should finish. He noticed two damsels, also waiting, with their 
flocks, which they had come to water. His chivalry was roused. He went at once among the goat-herds, made 
«place for the flocks of the damsels, gave them water, and then resumed his place in the shade. They were 
modest maidens, and had given him in three Arabic words the key of the whole situation. A4biina shaykhun 
habdir our father is very old man, and therefore cannot come to water the flocks; we therefore do the work; 
we could not very well crust ourselves among these men.’ 


$352. The maidens are gone, with smiles on their lips and gratitude in their hearts. What were the reflections 
of Moses as he returned to the shade of the tree? He returned thanks to Allah for the bright little vision which 
he had just seen. Had he done a good deed? Precious was the opportunity he had had. He had slaked his 
thirst. But he was a homeless wanderer and had a longing in his soul, which he dared not put into words. 
Those shepherds were no company for him. He was truly like a beggar in desperate need. For any little good 
that came his way, he was grateful. But what was this?— this vision of a comfortable household, presided over 
by an old man rich in flocks and herds, and richer still in two daughters, as modest as they were beautiful? 
Pethaps he would never see them again! But Providence was preparing another surprise for him. 


3355. Scarcely had he rested, when one of the damsels came back, walking with bashful grace! Modestly 
she gave her message, ‘My father is grateful for what you did for us. He invites you, that he may thank you 
personally, and at least give some return for your kindness. 
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$354. Nothing could have been more welcome than such a message, and through such a messenger. Moss 
went of course, and saw the old man. He found such a well-ordered patriarchal household. The old man wa 
happy with his daughters and they with him. There was mutual confidence. They had evidently described 
the stranger to him in terms which made his welcome a foregone conclusion. On the other hand Moses had 
allowed his imagination to paint the father in something of the glorious colours in which his daughters had 
appeared to him like an angelic vision. The two men got to be friends at once. Moses told the old man his 
story—who he was, how he was brought up, and what misfortunes had made him quit Egypt. Perhaps the 
whole household, including the daughters, listened breathlessly to his tale. Perhaps their wonder and admiration 
were mingled with a certain amount of pity—perhaps with some more tender feeling in the case of the girl 
who had been to fetch him. Perhaps the enchantment which Desdemana felt in Othello’s story was working 
on her. In any case the stranger had won his place in their hearts. The old man, the head of the household, 
assured him of hospitality and safety under his roof, As one with a long experience of life he congratulated 
him on his escape. "Who would live among unjust people? It is as well you are free of them!’ 


$355. A little time passes. A guest after all cannot stay forever. They all felt that it would be good @ 
have him with them permanently. The girl who had given her heart to him had spoken their unspoken thought. 
Why not employ him to tend the flocks? The father was old, and a young man was wanted to look after the 
flocks. And—there may be other possibilities, 


$356. Strong and trusty: Moses had proved himself to be both, and these were the very qualities which 
a woman most admires in the man she loves. 


$557. A little time passed, and at length the father broached the subject of marriage. It was not for the 
fugitive to suggest a permanent tie, especially when, in the wealth of this world, the girl's family was superiog 
and they had an established position, while he was a mere wanderer. The father asked if he would mary 
one of the daughters and stay with them for at least eight years, or if he liked, ten years, but the longer term 
was at his option. If he brought no dower, his service for that period was more than sufficient in lieu of dower 
The particular girl intended was no doubt tacitly settled long before, by the mutual attraction of the young 
hearts themselves. Moses was glad of the proposal, and accepted it. They ratified it in the most solemn manner, 
by appealing to Allah. The old man, knowing the worth of his son-in-law, solemnly assured him that in any 
event he would not take advantage of his position to be a hard task-master or to insist on anything inconsistent 
with Moses’s interests, should a new future open out to him. And a new and glorious future was awaiting 
him after his apprenticeship. 
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1 fulfil, let there be ey te Wo Saved nbs Y!L5! 
No ill-will to me. ” DEBS D Fe gtee 
Be Allah a witness Sas Jptlale ails 


To what we say.”**** 


a SECTION 4. 


DE SA gat 
DS Bi ahs Tiheatal 
ARO ALC CA AW SF 
piss peigs Kaus 


4 ef0ter4 4e z 
Slants SH Es 


2%. ow when Moses had fulfilled 
. ¢ term, and was travelling™** 
_ With his family, he perceived 
A fire in the direction 
_ Of Mount Tir. He said 
To his family; “Tarry ye; 
I perceive a fire; I hope 
To bring you from there 
~ Some information, or a burning 
' Firebrand, that ye may 
~~~ “Warm yourselves."5*#¢ " 
. But when he came IN WBE WS 
é To the (Fire), a voice Se © 
eViisibiw 
J. 
as Cee ad 


pe INI 
nS ZG = Sine ASK 


$858. In patriarchal society it was not uncommon to have a marriage bargain of this kind conditional 
ca dcertain term of service. In this case the episode conveys two lessons, (1) A man destined to be a mesenger 
of Allah is yet a man, and must pass through the ups and downs of life like any other man. only he will do 
‘With more grace and distinction than other men. (2) The beautiful relations in love and marriage may 
themselves be a preparation for the highest spiritual destiny that may await a Messenger of Allah. A woman 
need not necessarily be a snare and a temptation: she may be the understanding help-mate that the Lady 
Khadijah was to the Holy Prophet. ~< 

= ’ 

_ 3859. The episode in the desert, full of human interest, now closes, and we come to the threshold of 
the sacted Call to the divine ministry of Moses. Here we may compare this passage with that in 27:7-14 and 
previous passages. In this passage we are told, after reference to Moses’s preparation for his high destiny, of 
the particular sin of Arrogance and Sacrilege of which Pharaoh was guilty (28:58-39), how it was punished, 
and with what instruments in the hands of Moses and Pharaoh. The notes on the earlier passage should be 
ead, as explanations already given need not now be repeated. (R). 


Was heard from the right bank 
ah Of the valley, from a tree*™*! 

In hallowed ground: 

“O Moses! Verily 

I am Allah, the Lord 
- Of the Worlds... 


_ $360. Note how the transition is effected from the happy earthly life of Moses (with its previous earthly 
‘worm and stress) to the new spiritual storm and stress of his prophetic mission, 
_» S361. We are to suppose the appearance of a bush burning but not consumed (Exod. 3:2), a device adopted 
bythe Scottish Church in its armorial bearings. Scotland apparently took that emblem and motto (Nes tamen 
‘consumebatur, ‘nevertheless it was not consumed’) from the Synod of the Reformed Church of France, which 
had adopted it in 1583. (1 am indebted for this information to the Rev. DY. Robertson. Chaplain of the Church 
of Scotland in Simla. India), The real explanation of the Burning Bush will be found in 27:8. n. $245; it 
we not a fire, but a reflection of the Glory of God. , 


Sirah 28: Al Qasas 970 Graal =a 


31. “Now do thou throw thy rod!” ees Lb tee, . 
But when he saw it Mae gas a) 
Moving (of its own accord) Se ey 
As if it had been a snake, oe eA grein a 
He turned back in retreat. Biers y ont 
And retraced not his steps: Caw 3},! by ile 
“O Moses!” (it was said), is 
“Draw near, and fear not; 3 4< 
For thou art of those Ys Jai tse 

3362 
Who are secure. SN}. Bi 

32. “Move thy hand into oe pre AY J, 

Thy bosom, and it will po ptne 2A $I5E O 


Come forth white without stain 


(Or harm), and draw thy hand ee fect a) os bins 


Close to thy side Ww 

(To guard) against fear.**** 45553 ar isis 
Those are the two credentials fee ¥: 
From thy Lord to Pharaoh agedard 
And his Chiefs: for truly uy IES 
They are a people of 
Rebellious and wicked.” ne SES ay 

33. He said: “O my Lord! secese Ses 

I have slain a man pases 
Among them, and I fear**** fey S14 (ck 
Lest they slay me. JG 


34. “And my brother Aaron — 4 o Re oe DE LF 
He is more eloquent in speech Gi paailn SA FY 
Than I: so send him Se eee ‘ 
With me as a helper, Tarlo > gt thn) 
To confirm (and strengthen) me: = | 
For I fear that they may +59) Sechelt 
Accuse me of falsehood.” rt ee) 





$362. The verbal meaning is: “you have nothing to fear from what appears to be a snake: it is a make 
not for you, but for Pharaoh.” But there is a deeper meaning besides. Moses had now been called to a higher 
and spirirual mission. He had to meet the hatred of the Egyptians and circumvent their trickery aod magi. 
He had now the security of Faith: in all dangers and difficulties Allah would guide and protect him, for 
was actually in Allah's service, one of the Elect. 


3363. Literally, “draw thy wing close to thy side, (away) from fear”. When a bird is frightened, it ruffles 
its wings and prepares to fly away, but when it is calm and composed, it sits with its wings drawn cloe » 
its sides, showing a mind secure from danger: Cfalso n. 2550 to 20:22. 


3564, It is not that Moses is not reassured from all fear on account of the apparent snake which his rod 
had become, or from the sacred and unfamiliar surroundings in which he found himself. On this point bis 
heart had been completely assured. But he is still new to his mission, and the future is obscure to his mind. 
Pharaoh was after him, to take his life, and apparently with good cause, because one of Pharaoh's men had 
been slain ac his hands. And now he is commanded to go to Pharaoh and rebuke him and his Chiefs. The 
inner doubts and difficulties of his human mind he frankly lays before his Lord, and asks for a lice humas 
and visible support, which is granted him at once, wiz.: the help of his brother Aaron. 
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35. He said: “We will certainly “R428 22AT A 
Strengthen thy arm through Ash B5E2 ES Ji a O: 
Thy brother, and invest you both LE (Be OR cose 
With authority, so they arlene 
Shall not be able to**** os J J 
Touch you: with Our Signs USS sls 
Shall ye triumph—you two 
As well as those ae At KH. elt Se, 
Who follow you.""*'* 42 

- Pa 4 SOS a 4 

36. diihen Moses came to them Loker) p+ 5+ eb eleLils 

. ith Our Clear Signs, they said; Sra ofl rg A © 
“This is nothing but sorcery***’ ste Met ATi alol Ue cowcas 

. Faked up: never did we 9 = “y) Fur 
Hear the like among our fathers Ma Sia eae eee a ee tae 
Of oldt”3#** NIL GG Cm L 

“$7. Moses said: “My Lord Sieh iee + 8 {Er 
Knows best who it is 1S ow Jy & 
That comes with guidance _ Mee, PA Rot—li- 
From Him and whose End pecs Srghh ae 
Will be best in the Hereafter: uaZ ads co dees | 
Certain it is that \l) Anateral OPS ory 


The wrongdoers will not 


- Poa ta bat 
prosper."*36* Dyebis)| de Y45) 


4 “7? -“*, 
38. Pharaoh said: “O Chiefs! Sic)l tig Aly 
No god do I know for you**’® Salli sed r : 
But myself: therefore, Spc Adley RED ne 
O Haman! light me a (kiln atl at “ 
To bake bricks) out of clay, cnlsi ASRS 4%) 50 335 





$565. To touch you: to approach you anywhere near, in the wonders and Signs that you will show them 
under the divine authority with which you are invested. 


$866. The potency of Allah's Light is such that its divine rays reach the humblest of those who seek after 
Him. The Prophets can certainly work wonders, but their sincere followers in Faith can do so also in their 
own spheres. Wonders may appeal to people, but they are not the highest Signs of Allah's workings and they 
are around us every day in our lives, 


3367. This is what Moses was thinking of when he had said: “They may accuse me of falsehood”. To accuse 
the purest Truth of lying is a favourite trick of those whose chief stock in trade is deception and sorcery and 
catching the attention of the vulgar by arts adapted to their ignorant minds! 


3368. ‘As to this higher talk of the worship of the One true God. why, our ancestors have worshipped 
power and patronage, as concentrated in Pharaoh, from the most ancient times!" 


$569. Cf. 6:135. The only argument in such a case is an appeal to Allah and to the ultimate Future. 
Both of these appeals require Faith. But even if you do not rely on anything so high, you can see that Falsehood 
or evils crystallised in ancestral customs are not going to do any one any good. 


$870. Pharaoh claimed, himself, to be God—not only one god among many, but the only god; "Il am 
your Lord Most High”: 79:24. At any rate he did not see why his people should worship any one but him. 
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And build me a lofty**”! [Ges ig a 
Palace, that I may mount up aE) 
To the god of Moses: peas asic 
But as far as I am concerned, M8 LoL 4 
I think (Moses) is a liar!” See aN i; 
39, And he was arrogant and insolent s FULT TSN 
In the land, beyond reason— ee > tt 
He and his hosts: they thought ro) Ln » 2 YI3 
That they would not have Se ee 
To return to Us!*37* ce aoe Cael bs 
40. So We seized him POdad hence 
And his hosts, and We ‘ i o 
Flung them into the sea:**73 oS i; iG erg er ES 
Now behold what was the End 7 é aa ill 
Of those who did wrong! oe Naas Hie 
41. And We made them (but) MAS Ats feaci-c- 
Leadérs inviting’ to the Fire; a atete? Sea aoe 0 
_And on the Day of Judgement EFI IND 3k RAE PRON 
No help shall they find. appar dae p23 J 
42. In this world We made FO er Bare oh on lcgay SES 
- A Curse to follow them:**’* ass sa Sagas 'G) 
And on the Day of Judgement f ashy 7 4 
They will be among Se yt) 3 oe a wr lay) 


The loathed (and despised). 


C. 174.—As with Moses, so with the Prophet Muhammad: 
(28:43-60.) Revelation was given to him, by which 
He knew and understood, and led men and was kind. 
He was a Mercy to men, sent by Allah, to warn 
Those in sin, and, by precept and example, 
To bring the Light to their very, doors. 


$371. Lunderstand his speech to his minister Him4n to be sarcastic. But some Commentators have taken 
it very seriously and imagined that he actually thought of reaching the heavens by building lofty towers (Cf 40:56), 


$372. They did not believe in the Hereafter. They did not understand that every deed must have its inevitable 
consequence, good, or evil, unless the Grace of Allah intervenes to save us from ourselves! 

$373. Pharaoh and his hosts were drowned in the sea in their pursuit of the Israelites: see 7:180-136. They 
are the type of men who lead—only to Destruction. They invite, not to Peace and Happiness, but to the Fir 
of Wrath, mutual Envy, and Hatred. 


$374, Power and patronage may be lauded by sycophants and selfish place-hunters; but when they at 
misused, and when their exposure causes their fall, they suffer ignominy even in this life. If they manage 
escape exposure while alive, it often happens that they are found out after their death, and the curses of many 
generations follow those whose oppressions and wrongdoing spoiled the fair face of Allah's earth. But even 
this is nothing to the true Punishment that will come in the Hereafter. There, true values will be restored, 
and some of the highest and mightiest will be in the lowest depths of degradation. 
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Those who had spiritual cyes rejoiced. 

And walked in Allah's ancient Way, now reopened, 
Valuing the things of the Spirit as Allah's 

v Own gifts, to be their possession forever! 


SECTION 5. 


{ ‘The Book after We had 
Destroyed the earlier generations, < to 
(To give) Insight to men, Bias Bases ernie 
And Guidance and Mercy, 43 
aie 


© Ss ZF 2-77 


That they might receive eo acs jt Lis 
i -admonition.**7* 
wi 
44. Thou wast not on the Western*®’® TAPS ost Ate wet B42 
Side when We decreed Csi Best, & 
The commission to Moses, agit ade Hbaceter es Be 
_ Nor wast thou a witness Cele EMV 63) 
_ (Of those events). 
45. But We raised up (new) f sae 
_ Generations, and long were the Ess Gist tO: 
Me ages®3”? per 5 
That passed over them; jail gle Ss sLLs 
But thou wast not a dweller ogy ay oe 
Among the people of Madyan, Ils sa | ono, 3 
___ Rehearsing Our Signs to them; 
But it is We Who send ea ei era Sieicgtic 
Messengers (with inspiration).**7”* Srhsiptae pss “(tt 





$575; After the destruction of the Pharaonic Tyranny and other similar Tyrannies before them, Allah 
began a new age of Revelation, the age of Moses and his Book, Humanity began as it were with a clean slate 
again. It was a full Revelation (or Shartah) which may be looked at from three points of view: (1) as Light 
‘or Insight for men, so that they should not grope in darkness; (2) asa Guide co show them the Way, so that 
they should not be misled into wrong Paths; and (3) as a Mercy from Allah, so that by following the Way 
they may receive Allah's Forgiveness and Grace. In 6:91, we have a reference to Light and Guidance in connection 
with the Revelation of Moses, and in 6:154 we have a reference to Guidance and Mercy in the same connection, 
Here all three are combined, with the substitution of Basa'tr for Nir. Basd'tr is the plural of Basirah, and 
also be translated Proofs, as | have done in 6;104 Cf. also 7:205, n. 1175, where the word ts translated “Lights”. 
— 

$576. The Sinai Peninsula is in the northwest corner of Arabia, But the reference here is, 1 think, to 
the western side of the valley of Taw’. Mount Tir, where Moses received his prophetic cotnmission, is on the 
western side of the valley. 
be 
_ 3877. That is, there were many generations that passed between Moses and the holy Prophet. Yet he knew 
by inspiration of the events of those times. Even if he had lived then, he could not have known the events 
that took place among the Midianites, except by inspiration, as he did not dwell among them. 
e 
3878 ‘Though thou wast not. among the Midianites, Our inspiration has told thee of the momentous events 
that took place among them when Moses was with them, This is iuelf a Sign that should make thy people 
understand. 
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46. Nor wast thou at the side Seegeln Gel 77 ire 
Of (the Mountain of) Tur Cosby bil le est, © 
When We called (to Moses). <p eee 4% #57 os 44 
Yet (art thou sent) Wy Seve ea8 fey rear 0); 
As a Mercy from thy Lord, eck ot cam 
To give warning to a people**’* BN 3c pho veel 
To whom no warner had come aD we On 
Before thee: in order that < S4, 477 SES 
They may receive admonition. Oppel 

47. If (We had) not (sent thee 0 pit pe BSAC 
To the Quraysh)—in case iat gil Y 2) © 
A calamity should seize them eh Bre, * 4660 
For (the deeds) that their hands peepouey cily 
Have sent forth, they might say: sultans wordy igh 2 Ue 
“Our Lord! why didst Thou not! POSE AS OG I 
Send us a messenger? We % J 
Should then have followed ORB Pease ES 
The Signs and been amongst Rs Se CSAS em 


Those who believe!" 


48. But (now), when the Truth ane. gy 
come to them from Ourselves, ? : ‘ 
They say, “Why are not Ti eS | 
(Signs) sent to him, like Ghrenol 
Those which were sent to SD ROE MP ES d) tere 
f Moses?”’?3#! is Balla Se & i 
Do they not then reject ye. + 47.45? >. ae 
(The Signs) which were formerly do? ys 35) le Wace: i 
Sent to Moses? They say: KP a 
“Two kinds of sorcery, YD Se ory 
Each assisting the other?’’**** Fe 





3379. This people was the Quraysh. "Though thou didst not see how Moses was invested with the prophetic 
office at Mount Tur, thou hast had similar experience thyself, and We have sent thee to the Quraysh to war 
them of all their sins, and to repent and come into the Faith’. 


$580. Now that a warner has come among them with all the authority that previous Messengers posseued 
and with all the knowledge which can only come by divine inspiration, they have no excuse left whatever 
They cannot say, “No warner came to us.” If any evil comes to them, as the inevitable result of their ill-deeds, 
they cannot blame Allah and say that they were not warned. Cf 20:154. 


$381, When a Revelation is sent to them, in the Qur’in, adapted to all their needs and the needs of 
the time they live in, they hark back to antiquity. The Holy Prophet was in many respects like Moses, bet 
the times in which he lived were different from the times of Moses, and his age did not suffer from the deceptions 
of sorcery, like that of Moses, The remedies which his age and future ages required (for his Message was universal) 
were different. His miracle of the Qur’in was different and most permanent than the Rod and the Radiant 
White Hand of Moses. But supposing that the Quraysh had been humoured in their insincere demands, would 
they have believed? Did they believe in Moses? They were only put up by the Jews to make objections which 
they themselves did not believe in. 


$382. Moses was called a sorcerer by the Egyptians, and the wonderful words of the Qur'an were called 
sorcery by the Quraysh. As the Qur'an confirmed the Message of Moses, the Quraysh objectors said that they 
were in collusion. The Quraysh did not believe in Allah's Revelation at all. 
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And they say: “For us, 4 £7 s ite 7 
We reject all (such things)!" SS RUE 
49. Say: “Then bring ye <3 3 
‘>A Book from Allah, ARs ss &» 
Which is a better Guide “ge, “eeed Ge 
Than either of them, Lapa cS ial ye all neds 
That I may follow it! warts 3% 
(Do), if ye are truthful!” he ea) 4451 
50. But if they hearken not*** as to S| <P 
To thee, know that they eb op 
: Only follow their own lusts: s7a85 ¥ c- -s¢ 
And who is more astray ha deslena pas ‘ahs < sync lal 
Than one who follows his own be a “eg 
Lusts, devoid of guidance i eae tt nes goo 
From Allah? For Allah guides not . vit cease 
_ People given to wrongdoing. EmOsiyrle ses Ze 
SECTION 6. 
51. Now have We caused Ja ‘a ais 
| he Word to reach them dei “4 & 
Themselves, in order that 90% o 3 FA 
They may receive admonition.**" a shel 
52. Those to whom We sent Sega Gaal 
_ The Book before this—they 
Do believe in this (Revelation); Ha 
53. And when it is recited 
To them, they say: “We ene sulls 2 Grp 
Believe therein, for it is ae Ar eo 
The Truth from our Lord: IY wip Rijatcr 
Indeed we have been Muslims . 
(Bowing to Allah's Will) elorcals 5S 


From before this.’**** 





5383. They were challenged to produce something better, to be a guide in life. But as they could not, 
it was evident that their objections were fractious. They were only following their own selfish lusts of power, 
monopoly, and exploitation of the poor and ignorant. How can such people receive guidance? 


5584. Before this the Quraysh might have said that the Word of Allah had come to the Hebrews in their 
tongue or in Greek, which was used by the Hebrews in the time of Jesus. Now that Word is brought to their 
own doors, in their own Arabic tongue, by a man of their own race and family. Surely they have no excuse 
now for remaining strangers to the higher moral and spiritual law. 


5385. There were Christians and jews who recognised that Islam was a logical and natural development 
of Allah's revelations as given in earlier ages, and they not only welcomed and accepted Islam, but claimed, 
and rightly, that they had always been Muslims. In that sense Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, eo. 
al been Muslims. (R). 
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54. Twice will be given**** IOP AS SS Poet cose? Ass 
Their Meieas for that they \ pe lay A ot DISS a3 ® 
Have persevered, that they avert a<0 Gyles oO 7 pews 
Evil with Good, and that A}! Aaya ray 


They spend (in charity) out of AB PERG? 
What We have given them. Setting ty ley 


55. And when they hear vain talk, pert Deas eas Ps ae 
They turn away therefrom ae SIA IPA POAT ©) 
And say: “To us our deeds, Spekebfcrviciteen 
And to you yours;*#*” MAS byline! ists 
Peace be to you: we E-3 


Seek not the ignorant.” Sheed gry RSA 


56. It is true thou wilt not + ah i BPG ET 
Be able to guide every one**** ah hea orsae Vuh) 9 
Whom thou lovest; but Allah Sinica oo cnk tCae 
Guides those -whom He will ese Sal SS 
And He knows best those PY ae ott pivtehe 
Who receive guidance. Ss gsyelel ay 
57. Chey say: “If we were ace, A3te Se. tite 
To follow the guidance with thee, haa SA! nots Olly iy © 


We should be snatched away**** ser © ae Yb Ae i= . Gada 
From our land.” Have We not > EPS KS I51 Geil Abie 
Established for them a secure S32 Se oe kote 8 ah 
Sanctuary, to which are brought Go. 2655 PIN £ Cra liest tal 
As tribute fruits of all kinds — . ct 


A provision from Ourselves? 5 AT Ste N ee 
But most of them understand not. Sah ay od 





3386. Their credit is twofold, in that before they knew Islam, they followed the earliest Law in tru 


and sincerity, and when they were offered Islam, they readily recognised and accepted it. suffered in patient 
perseverance for its sake, and brought forth the fruits of righteousness, 


$387, The righteous do not encourage idle talk or foolish arguments about things sacred. If they find 
themselves in some company in which such things are fashionable, they leave politely. Their only rejoinder 
is: “We are responsible for our deeds, and you for yours; we have no ill-will against you; we with you well 
and that is why we wish you to know of the knowledge we have received; after that knowledge you cannx 
expect us to go back to the Ignorance which we have left.” 


5388. The immediate occasion for this was the death of Abi Talib, an uncle whom the Holy Prophet 
loved dearly and who had befriended and protected him. The Prophet was naturally anxious chat he should 
die in the profession of the true Faith, but the pagan Quraysh leaders persuaded him to remain true to the 
faith of his fathers. This was an occasion of disappointment and grief to the Prophet. We are wld that in 
such circumstances we should not grieve. Ali whom we love do not necessarily share our views or beliefs. We 
must not judge. Allah will guide whom He pleases and as He pleases. He alone knows the true inwardnes of thing 


3389. Some Quraysh said: “We see the truth of Islam, but if we abandon our people, we shall lose ow 
hold on the land, and other people will dispossess us.” The answer is twofold, one literal and the other d 
deeper import. (1) "Your land? Why, the sanctuary of Makkah is sacred and secure because Allah has made 
it so, Lf you obey Allah's Word, you will be strengthened, not weakened. (2) ‘Makkah is the symbol of the 
Fortress of Spiritual Well-being. The Fruit of every Deed comes or should come as a tribute to Spiritual Well 
being. What are you afraid of? It is Allah's Fortress. The more you seek Allah, the stronger you are in the Fortren’ 





| 


| 
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58. And how many populations SL 2 oe (Mine 
We destroyed, which exulted Se rr CEQ, {ony 


’ In their life (of ease and plenty)! OA Rete oe ra eee 
"Now those habitations of theirs, SIS Geta 
- After them, are deserted — Despie Spey Pea oe 

All but a (miserable) few! Sy Slios bay MUS) eae: 
_ And We are their heirs!**** ae $ - 
: <2 +het st 3+) Gor 7 

59. Nor was thy Lord the one mts il mn SBS EG; 


To destroy a population until 
He had sent to its Centre 

A messenger, rehearsing to them 
Our Signs: nor are We 

Going to destroy a population 
Except when its members 
Practise iniquity. 


. The (material) things which 


Ye are given are but 
The conveniences of this life 
And the glitter thereof;*"' 


~~~ But that which is with Allah 


“re her 


c, 44 “ “oo 
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es CRAY al tp ee 4 tet ve 
Is better and more enduring: Oplam Wel I gly no ail ticle, 
Rae Will yecnot then be wise? : 


wt C. 175.— Material good is nothing compared 
(28:61-75.) To the spiritual. In the Hereafter 
No plea ‘that others misled’ will avail. 
Each soul must answer for itself. 
Whether it honoured Allah alone 


ir 
xX Or worshipped something else, 
And whether it received or rejected 
*. The Teachers sent by Allah. The Wisdom 


And Plan of Allah are beyond all praise; 
. " And mercy and truth proceed from Him, 
And there is no other—none—besides Him. 


= 

& 

| eee eee 
© $890. A life of ease and plenty is nothing to boast of. Yet people or cities or civilisations grow insolently 
proud of such things. There were many such in the past, which are now mere names! Their very sites are 
deserted in most cases, or buried in the debris of ages, Indo-Pakistan subcontinent is full of such sites nearly 
everywhere. The sites of Harappa and Mohenjo Daro are the most ancient hitherto unearthed in Pakistan, 
and they are themselves in layers covering centuries of time! And how many more there may be, of which 
we do not know even names! Fatehpur-Sikri was a magnificent ruin within a single generation. And there 
are thousands of Qasbas once flourishing and now reduced to small villages.or altogether deserted. But Allah 
iamerciful and just. He does not destroy or degrade a people until they have had full opportunities of turning 
in repentance to Him and they have deliberately rejected His Law and continued in the practice of iniquity: 


\ $891. The good things in this life have their uses and serve their convenience. But they are fleeting and 
their value is infinitely lower than that of Truth and Jastice and Spiritual Well-being. the gifs which come 
wit were from the very Presence of Allah. No wise soul will be absorbed in the one and neglect the other, 
or will hesitate for a moment if it comes to a choice between them. 
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SECTION 7. 
61. (these two) alike?— SOREe. Sat fy 
to whom We have made Jue? 
A goodly promise, and who a Gras eed 
Is going to reach its (fulfilment),**** th 5g? Co 
And one to whom We have 39 non ‘- Ra + 
Given the good things of this Ganges uf 
Life, but who, on the Day niocll 
Of Judgement, is to be among LS oiecs aN aN <0 ae 
Those brought up (for uv Gea oad ‘ppm pre 
punishment)? 

62. That Day (Allah) will Vasa NOT, 
Call to them, and say: ’ Jit sey, G) 
“Where are My ‘partners'?— ASMA OBE “i Cis 
Whom ye imagined (to be such)?” pegs GAN Se cay 

63. Those against whom the charge*** Ae OES ot 4 
Will be proved, will say: Jil ope OIG © 
“Our Lord! These are the ones aot ee rie te 
Whom we led astray: tageleaals Fal) 
We led them astray, as we "SA Verl 7, vert 
Were astray ourselves: we free SUi\Gy OPA K fer e a 
Ourselves (from them) in Thy 
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$392. The two classes of people are: (1) those who have faith in the goodly promise of Allah to the righteow, 
and who are doing everything in life to reach the fulfilment of that promise, #¢,, those who believe and work 
righteousness, and (2) those who are ungrateful for such good things in this life as Allah has bestowed on 
them, by worshipping wealth or power or other symbols or idols of their fancy, i¢., those who reject Faith 
and lead cvil lives, for which they will have to answer in the Hereafter. The two clases are poles asunder, 
and their future is described below. 


$393. This and the next verse are concerned with the examination of those who neglected truth and 
righteousness and went after the worship of false gods, vz., their own lusts. These were the “partners” they 
associated with Allah. Insofar as they were embodied in false or wicked leaders, the leaders will disows 
responsibility for them. “We ourselves went wrong, and they followed our example, because it suited them: 
they worshipped, not us, but their own lusts’ (Cf n. 4017) 


5594. Cf, 10:28. False worship often names others, but really it is the worship of the Self, The othen 
whom they name wil) have nothing to do with them when the awful Penalty stands in the sight of both. Then 
each wrongdoer will have to look to his own case. The wicked will then realise the gravity of the situation 
and wish that they had accepted the true guidance of Allah's Messengers. 
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‘If only they had been 
Open to guidance!’ 


. What Day (Allah) will**” 


Call to them, and say: 
“What was the answer 


Ye gave to the messengers?” 


. Then the (whole) story that day 


Will seem obscure to them*** 
(Like light to the blind) 

And they will not be able 
(Even) to question each other. 


= any that (in this life) 

ad repented, believed, and 
worked 

Righteousness, will have hopes 

To be among those who 

Achieve salvation. 


Thy Lord does create and 
choose 

As He pleases:"**? no choice 

Have they (in the matter): 

Glory to Allah! and far 

Is He above the partners 

They ascribe (to Him)! 


And thy Lord knows all 
That their hearts conceal 
And all that they reveal.**** 


. And He is Allah: there is 


No god but He. To Him 
Be praise, at the first 
And at the last: 
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$395. Now we come to the examination of those who rejected or persecuted Allah's Messengers on the 


earth. It may be the samme men as those mentioned in 28:62-64, but this is a different count in the charge. 


$896. In their utter confusion and despair their minds will be blank. The past will seem to them unreal, 
and the present unintelligible, and they will not even be able to consult each other, as every one's state will 
be the same. 


3897. As He pleases: according to His own Will and Plan. Allah is not dependent on other people for 
advice or help. He has no partners. All creation is an act of His Will, and no one can direct Him how or 
why certain things should be, because He is supreme in wisdom and knowledge, He chooses His messengers 
also by His own unfettered choice. Inspiration or spiritual knowledge and dignity cannot be judged by our 
telative or temporary standards, Worldly greatness or even wisdom do not necessarily go with spiritual insight 


5398. Men may form all sorts of vain wishes or conceal their designs. But Allah's Will is supreme, and 
nothing can withstand its fulfilment. 
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And to Him shall ye 
(All) be brought back. 
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$399. In the physical world the Night and Day are both blessings, the one for rest and the other for 
work, and the alternation itself is one of the mercies of Allah, and none but He can give us these blessings. 
If we were perpetually resting, or screened from the light, our faculties would be blunted and we should be 
worse than dead. If we were perpetually working, we should be tired, and we should also be dead in another 
way, This daily miracle keeps us alive and prepares us, in this our probationary life, for our final destiny in 
the Hereafter. So in the spiritual world. Some kinds of ignorance—such as ignorance of what is coming in 
the future—are necessary to conserve our powers and give rest to our minds and spirits, but if we were to 
remain ignorant perpetually, we should be spiritually dead. In the same way our spiritual strivings require 
periodical alternations to rest in the form. of attention to our temporal concerns; hence the justification of 
a good and pure life on the plane of this earth also. Also, in the world’s history, there are periods whens 
living messenger stimulates intense spiritual activity, and periods when it is comparatively quiescent (the 
called Dark Ages); but both are examples of the working of Allah's Plan of wisdom and mercy. Sather 
only up to the Day of Judgement. After that we shall be on another plane altogether, 


3400. In verse 71 was mentioned a “perpetual Night,” for which the faculty of “heasheniog’ sas SOR 
as all light was shut out. In chis verse a perpetual Day is mentioned, for which the faculty of “seeing” is appropriate 
Through many doors can the higher knowledge enter our souls. Shall we not use each of them as the occasion 
demands? 


3401. Cf 28:62 above, The reminiscence of the words closes and rounds off the argument of this Section, 
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“Where are my partners? — Bae fer 
Whom ye imagined (to be such)?” OES Ss Glee oh 


75. And from each le weg mates veces x 
Shall We draw sivoess ase Lilas\i_g nijsou sliciy D: 
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Your Proof’: then shall they 48 Sa\i\ plas as >> lela 
Know that the Truth is in 
Allah (alone), and the (lies) : era SERS 


es 
Which they invented will aafeg pleobieee Los 


Leave them in the lurch.*** 


ut C. 176.—Men puffed up with wealth, like Qarin, 

(28:76-88.) Are not pleasing to Allah: for wealth 
Is for service, not for hoarding or show 
In the midst of his pride was Qariin 
Swallowed up in the earth, and the earth 
Knew him no more! It is the righteous 
That attain a happy End. Let nothing 
Keep your eyes back from that End: 
Then, and only then, shall ye reach 
The Eternal Reality, the glorious Reality, 
Which is Allah, Who endureth forever! (R), 


SECTION 8. 
‘76. arian was doubtless,*** Alas 
Of the people of Moses; but a uh © 
~ He acted insolently towards them: Singe “ee of 
Such were the treasures We**° vee canes Ot 
Had bestowed on him, that ALUEEA gO) Poo Nai edataded 
Their very keys would adler dll spodlos ALwles 


Have been a burden to 





$402. Cf 4:41. The Prophet from each People or Nation will bear testimony that he preached the true 
gospel of Unity, and the People who rejected him will be asked to show the Proof or authority on which they 
rejected him: Cf. 2:111. 


ie 

$403. In that new world, Allah will be the only Truth or Reality, and all the fancies or lies, which had 
been invented in this world of reflected or relative truths mixed with parsons, will have vanished, and left 
Benesch cn seen sited Cf. 6:24. 


$404. Qariin is identified with the Korah of the English Bible. His story is told in Num. 16:1-35, He and 
his followers, numbering 250 men, rose in rebellion against Moses and Aaron, on the ground that their position 
and fame in the congregation entitled them to equality in spiritual matters with the Priests —chat they were 
as holy as any, and they claimed to burn incense at the sacred Altar reserved for the Priests. They had an 
exemplary punishment: “the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them up, and their houses, and all the 
men that appertained unto Korah, and all their goods: they, and all that appertained to them, went pon 
alive into the pit, and the earth closed upon them: and they perished from among the congregation.” 


3405. Qariin'’s boundless wealth is described in the Midrashim, or the Jewish compilations based on the 
oral teachings of the Synagogues, which however exaggerate the weight of the keys to be the equivalent of 
the load of $00 mules! 
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Behold, his people said to him: 
“Exult not, for Allah loveth not 
Those who exult (in riches), 
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78. He said: “This has. been given 
To me because of a certain 
Knowledge which I have,"*** 
Did he not know that Allah 
Had destroyed, before him 
(Whole) generations — which were 
Superior to him in strength 
And greater in amount 
(Of riches) they had collected? 
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$406. ‘Usbah: a body of men. here used indefinitely. It usually implies a body of 10 to 40 men. The old 
fashioned keys were big and heavy, and if there were hundreds of treasure chests, the keys must have bees 
a great weight. As they were travelling in the desert, the treasures were presumably left behind in Egypt, and 
only the keys were carried. The disloyal Qartin had left his heart in Egypt, with his treasures. 


4 

3407. That is, ‘spend your wealth in charity and good works. It is Allah Who has given it to you, and 
you should spend it in Allah's cause. Nor should you forget the legitimate needs of this life, as misers do, and 
most people become misers who think too exclusively of their wealth. If wealth is not used properly, there 
are three evils that follow; (1) its possessor may be a miser and forget all claims due to himself and those aboet 
him; (2) he may forget the higher needs of the poor and needy, or the good causes which require suppor 
and (5) he may even misspend on occasions and cause a great deal of harm and mischief’ Apparently Qiris 
had all three vices. Tze 


3408. He was so blind and arrogant that he thought that his own merit, knowledge, and skill or clevernes 
had earned him his wealth, and that now, on account of it, he was superior to everybody else and was entitled 
to ride rough-shod over them. Fool!—he was soon pulled up by Allah. 


3409. Even Qiirtin was given a long run of enjoyment with his fabulous wealth before he had to be removed 
for the mischief he was doing. - 





{ 


Sirah 28: Al Qasas 


81. 


983 


The Life of this World: 
“Oh! that we had the like 
Of what Qarun has got! 

For he is truly a lord 

Of mighty good fortune!'""** 


. But those who had been granted 


(True) knowledge said: “Alas 
For you! The reward of Allah 
(In the Hereafter) is best 
For those who believe 
And work righteousness: but this 
None shall attain, save those 
Who steadfastly persevere 

(in good).” 


Then We caused the earth**" 
To swallow him up and 

His house; and he had not 
(The least little) party 

To help him against Allah, 
Nor could he defend himself. 


. And those who had envied 


His position the day before 

to say on the morrow: 
“Ah! It is indeed Allah 
Who enlarges the provision**” 
Or restricts it, to any 
Of His servants He pleases! 
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Had it not been that Allah oly yi 

3410. When he was in the hey-day of his glory, worldly people envied him and thought how happy they 
would be if they were in his place. Not so the people of wisdom and discernment. They knew a more precious 
and lasting wealth, which is described in the next verse. 





Mill. See n. 3404 above. Cf. also 16:45 and n. 2071. Besides the obvious moral in the literal interpretation 
of the story, that material wealth is fleeting and may be a temptation and a cause of fall, there are some 
metaphorical implications that occur to me. (1) Qirtin was with Israel in the wilderness, even his material 
wealth was of no use to him there; he had the mere empty keys; material wealth has no value in itself, but 
only a relative and local value. (2) In body he was with Israel in the wilderness, but his heart was in Egypt 
with its fertility and its slavery. Such is the case of many hypocrites, who liketo be seen in righteous company 
but whose thoughts, longings, and doings are inconsistent with such company. (8) There is no good in this 
life but comes from Allah. To think otherwise is to set up a false god besides Allah. Our own merits are so 
small that they should never be the object of our idolatry. (4) If Qartin on account of his wealth was setting 
himself up in rivalry with Moses and Aaron, he was blind to the fact that spiritual knowledge is far above 
any little cleverness in worldly affairs. Mob-leaders have no position before spiritual guides. 


$412. Provision or Sustenance, both literally and figuratively: wealth and material things in life as well 
aw the things that sustain our higher and spiritual faculties. The rabble, that admired Quriin’s wealth when 
he was in worldly prosperity, now sees the other side of the question and understands that there are other 
gifts more precious and desirable, and that these may actually be withheld from men who enjoy wealth and 
worldly prosperity. In fact it is false prosperity, or no prosperity in the real sense of the word, which is without 
spiritual well-being (Cf 29:17, 30:57, and 39:52), 
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Those who reject Allah 
Will assuredly never prosper.” 
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3418. High-handedness or arrogance, as opposed to submission to the Will of Allah. Islam. Muchief, 
as opposed to doing good, bringing forth fruits of righteousness. It is the righteous who will win in the end, 


$414. A good deed has its sure reward, and that reward will be better than the merits of the doer Aa 
evil deed may be forgiven by repentance, but in any case will not be punished with severer penalty than justice 
demands (Cf, 18:30 and 36:54), le 


“ 

$415, That is: order in His wisdom and mercy that the Qur'an should be revealed, containing guidance 

for conduct in this life and the next, and further ordered that it should be read out and taught and its principles 

observed in practice, It is because of this teaching and preaching that the Holy Prophet was persecuted. bet 

as Allah sent the Qur'an, He will see that those who follow it will not eventually suffer, he eae 
happiness in the Place of Return, for which see next note. 


3416. Place of Return: (1) a title of Makkah; (2) the occasion when we shall be restored to the Presence 
of our Lord. It is said that this verse was revealed at /uAfa, on the road from Makkah to Madinah, a thom 
distance from Makkah, on the Hijrah journey. The Prophet was sad at heart, and this was given as consolation 
to him. Lf this was the particular occasion, the general meaning would refer the Place of Return to the occasion 
of the Resurrection, when all true values will be restored, ROE EAT ORE PO REDS ES 
interference of Evil in this life. 


$417. Allah knows the true from the false, and if we are persecuted for our Faith and attacked or spoken 
ill of because we dare to do right, our surest refuge is an appeal to Allah rather than to men. 
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$418, Revelation and the preaching of Truth may in the beginning bring persecution, conflict, and sorrow 
in its train: but in reality it is the truest mercy from Allah, which comes even without our expecting it, as 
it came to the Prophets without their consciously asking for it. This is proved in the history of Moses related 
in this Sirah, and the history of the Holy Prophet which it is meant to illustrate. 


S419. If Allah's Message is unpalatable to Evil and is rejected by it, those who accept it may (in their 
natural human feelings) sometimes wonder that such should be the case, and whether it is really Allah's Will 
that the conflict which ensues should be pursued. Any such hesitation would lend unconscious support to the 


‘aggressions of evil and should be discarded. The servant of Allah stands forth boldly as his Mujahid (fighter 


of the good fight), daring all, and knowing that Allah is behind him. 

$420. The soldier of Allah, having taken up the fight against Evil, and knowing that he is in touch with 
the true Light, never yields an inch of ground. He is always to the fore in inviting others to his own ranks, 
but he himself refuses to be with those who worship anything clse but Allah. 


M21. This sums up the lesson of the whole Sirah. The only Eternal Reality is Allah. The whole phenomenal 


world is subject to flux and change and will pass away, but He will endure forever. (R) 
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INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 29—AL ANKABUT 


This Sirah is the last of the series begun with S, 17, in which the growth of the spiritual 
mah as an individual is considered, especially illustrated by the way in which the great Prophets 
were prepared for their work and received their mission, and the nature of Revelation in relation 
to the environments in which it was promulgated. (See Introduction to S. 17). It also closes the 
sub-series beginning with S. 26, which is concerned with the spiritual Light, and the reactions 
to it at Certain periods of spiritual history. (See Introduction to S, 26.) 


The last Sirah closed with a reference to the doctrine of the Ma ‘Gd, or final Return of 
Man to Allah. This theme is further developed here, and as it is continued in the subsequent 
three Siirahs all bearing the Abbreviated Letters, “Alif Lam Mim", it forms a connecting link 
between the present series and those three Siirahs. 


In particular, emphasis is laid here on the necessity of linking actual conduct with the 
reception of Allah's revelation, and reference is again made to the stories of Noah, Abraham. 
and Lot among the Prophets, and the stories of Madyan, ‘Ad, Thamid, and Pharaoh among 
the rejecters of Allah's Message. This world's life is contrasted with the real Life of the Hereafter 


Chronologically the main Stirah belongs to the late Middle Makkan period, but the chronology 
has no significance except as showing how clearly the vision of the Future was revealed long before 
the Hijrah, to the struggling Brotherhood of Islam. 


a 


Summary — Belief is tested by trial in life and practical conduct: though Noah lived 950 
years, his people refused Faith, and Abraham's generation threatened to burn Abraham (29:1-27, 
and C. 177). 


Lot's people not only rejected Allah's Message but publicly defied him in sin; the ‘Ad and 
the Thamiid had intelligence but misused it, and Qariin, Pharaoh, and Ham4n perished for their 
overweening arrogance: they found their worldly power as frail as a spider's web (29:28-44, and C. 178). 


The Qur'an as a revelation stands on its own merits and is a Sign: it teaches the distinction 
between Right and Wrong, and shows the importance and excellence of the Hereafter (29:45-69, 
and C. 179), 


C. 177.—Faith must be tested in the conflicts 

(29:1-27.) Of practical life, but Good can never 
Be submerged, On the contrary, Allah 
Will wash off all stains from those 
Who strive, and admit them to the Fellowship 
Of the Righteous. Not so are the hypocrites 
And those who reject Faith. Their hearts 
Are diseased, and they will not accept 
The right though a Noah preached it to them 
For a thousand years, or an Abraham 
Reasoned with them on Allah's most wonderful 
Providence. But the true will ever search out 
The Truth, and Truth will always prevail. 
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$422. For these Abbreviated Letters see n. 25 to 2:1. We are asked to contrast, im our present life the 

‘eal inner life against the outer life, and learn from the past about the struggles of the soul which uphold 

em iahten:cheneiivbemneanatoniiwbivbotsartaenite Mesmanshongiir ths AiateA| or man’s 
ety tothe Hattie 


ET iaece Me: quatiedicda of: Palle aos enpnials, dhanien Racsied weak toned naka eal eumah-ok Bie 
‘The test will be applied in all kinds of circumstances, in individual life and in relation to the environment 
Atound.us, to see whether we can strive constantly and put Allah above Self. Much pain, sorrow, and seif- 
‘actifice may be necessary, not because they are good in themselves, but because they will purify us, like fire 
applied to a goldsmith’ crucible to burn out the dross. 
> 

$424. The word “know” is used here more in the sense of testing than of acquiring knowledge. Allah 
WAl-Knowing: He needs no test to increase His own knowledge, but the test is to burn out the dross within 
‘gunelves, as explained in the last nore. 
fe. 

"M&S. If the enemies of Truth imagine that they will “be first” by destroying Truth before it takes root, 
they are sadly at fault, for their own persecution may help to plant Allah's Truth more firmly in men’s hearts. 
airs 
7 M26. The’ men of Faith look forward: to Allah. Their ques is Allah, and the object-of their hopes is 
thé meeting with Allah. They should strive with might and main to serve Him in this life, for this life ts short, 
the Term appointed for their probation will soon be over. 
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By Allah is surely coming:***’ 
And He hears and knows 
(All things). - 


. And if any strive (with might 
And main), they do so 

For their own souls:**** 

For Allah is free of all 
Needs from all creation. 


. Those who believe and work 
Righteous deeds— from them 
Shall We blot out all evil 
(That may be) in them,**** 
And We shall reward 

Them according to 

The best of their deeds. 


. We have enjoined on man 
Kindness to parents: but if 
“They (either of them) strive 
(To force) thee to join 

With Me (in worship) 
Anything of which thou hast 
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Ye have (all) to return 

To Me, and I will 

Tell you (the truth) 

Of all that ye did.’*” 
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$427, The Term (ajal) may signify: (1) the time appointed for death, which ends the probation of this 
life; (2) the time appointed for this life, so that we can prepare for the Hereafter; the limit will soon expie 
In cither case the ultimate meaning is the same. We must strive now and not postpone anything for the fara 
And we must realise and remember that every prayer we make to Allah is heard by Him. and that every unspoles 
wish or motive of our heart, good or bad, is known to Him, and goes to swell our spiritual account. 


u” 7 
$428. All our striving enures to our own spiritual benefit. When we speak of serving Allah, it is not tha 
we confer any benefit on Him. Por He has no needs, and is independent of all His Creation (Cf 14:8), Ig 
conforming to His Will, we are seeking our own good, as in yielding to evil we are doing harm to ours 


3429. In striving to purify our Faith and Life, we are enabled to avoid the consequences of our misdeek 
for Allah will forgive any evil in our past, purify any tendencies towards evil which we may have mherted — 
from that past, and help to the atcainment of a Future based on the best of what we have done rather thas 
on the poor average of our own merits. The atonement or expiation is by Allah's Mercy, not by our merig 
or the merits or sacrifices of anyone else (Cf. 46:16). (R). 


$430, ‘That is, no certainty, in virtue of the spiritual light. In matters of faith and worship, even pares 
have no right to force their children. They cannot and must not hold up before them any worship buttha 
of the One True God. 


$431. Children and parents must all remember that they all have to go before Allah's tribunal, and answer, 
each for his own deeds. In cases where one set of people have lawful authority over another set of people (u 
in the case of parents and children), and the two differ in important matters like that of Faith, the latter 
are justified in rejecting authority: the apparent conflict will be solved when the whole truth is revealed @ 
all eyes in the Final Judgement. (Cf 31:14-15 and 46:15). s 
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9, And those who believe 
And work righteous deeds — 
Them shall We admit 
To the company of the 


Righteous. **** 


10. Then there are among men 
Such as say: “We believe 
In Allah”; but when they suffer 


Affliction in (the cause of) Allah, 


They treat men’s oppression 

As if it were the Wrath 

Of Allah! And if help 

Comes (to thee) from thy Lord, 
They are sure to say,*** 

“We have (always) been 

With you!” Does not Allah 
Know best all that is 

In the hearts of all Creation?! 


Those who believe, and as 


certainly 


Those who are Hypocrites.*** 


12. And the Unbelievers say 
To those who believe: 
“Follow our path, and we 


Will bear (the consequences)**** 


Of your faults.” Never 
In the least will they 
Bear their faults: in fact 
They are liars! 


And Allah most certainly knows 
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$482. The picking up again of the words which began verse 7 above shows that the same subject is now 
pursued from another aspect. The expiation or reward which was first spoken of is not so much a tangible 
thing as a restoration of status. The striving in righteous deeds will restore fallen man to che society of the 
Righteous—the ideal Fellowship described in 4:69 and n. 586. 


3433. Cf. 9:56, and other passages where the cunning of the Hypocrites is exposed. The man who turns 
away from Faith in adversity and only claims the friendship of the Faithful when there is something to be 
gained by it, is worthy of a double condemnation: first because he rejected Faith and Truth, and secondly 
because he falsely pretended to be one of those whom he feared or hated in his heart. Bur nothing in all 


Creation is concealed from Allah. 


3434. Cf 29:3 above. The general opposition between Truth and Falsehood is now brought down to the 
specific case of the Hypocrites, who are against the Faith when struggling but swear friendship with it when 
itseems to be gaining ground. The argument is rounded off with the next two verses. 


$455. Besides the hypocrite there is another type of man who openly scoffs at Faith. “Take life as we take 
it! he says: ‘we shall bear your sins’ As if they could! Each soul bears its own burdens, and no one else can 
bear them. The principle also applies to the type of man who preaches vicarious atonement, for, if followed 
to its logical conclusion, it means both injustice and irresponsibility, and puts quite a different complexion 


on the nature of sin. 
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18. They will bear their own 
Burdens, and (other) burdens 
Along with their own,**** 

And on the Day of Judgement 
They will be called to account 
For their falsehoods. 
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SECTION 2. 


14, tHe (once) sent Noah 
o his people, and he tarried 
Among them a thousand years***’ 
Less fifty: but the Deluge 
Overwhelmed them while they 
(Persisted in) sin, 
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15. But We saved him 
And the Companions 
Of the Ark, and We made 
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braham: behold, he said**** it Silene 
* . Ses 
‘To his people: “Serve Allah estate 


And fear Him: that 
Will be best for you— 
If ye understand! 
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3436, Besides the burdens of their own infidelity, they will bear the burden of deluding others with falsehood, 


17. “For ye do worship idols 
Besides Allah, and ye invent 
Falsehood. The things that ye 
Worship besides Allah have 
No power to give you sustenance; 


3437, The storyof Noah and his Flood is not told here. It is told in other places: e.g., see 11:25-48 or 
26;105-122. It is only referred to here to point out that Noah's period lasted a long time, 950 years. (Cf Gen, 
9:28-29, where his whole age is declared to have been 950 years, of which 350 years were after the Flood), 
In spite of this long period, his contemporaries failed to listen, and they were destroyed. but the story of the 
Ark remains an everlasting Sign and Warning to mankind —a Sign of deliverance to the righteous and of 
destruction to the wicked. 


3438. The story of Abraham has been told in various phases in different passages. The ones most germane 
to the present passage are: 21:51-72 (his being cast into the fire and being saved from it); and 19:41-50 (his 
voluntary exile from the home of his fathers). Here the story is not told:but is referred to in order to stres 
the following points; (1) Abraham's people only responded to his preaching by threatening to burn him (29:16-18, 
24); (2) evil consorts with evil but will have a rude awakening (29:25); (3) the good adhere to the good, and 
are blessed (29-26-27). Note that the passage 29:19-23 is a parenthetical comment, though some Commentatons 
treat a portion of it as part of Abraham's speech. 


Sirah 29: Al ‘Ankabut 991 er - 
Then seek ye sustenance’** AE atk Coe t A eet: 
From Allah, serve Him, ee ee 
And be grateful to Him: tSvd on 734 “s,s Keay 
To Him will be your return. Dyers) AURA, 


‘18. “And if ye reject (the Message), Ss "2 DLA SH rere 
So did generations before you: Goi 2 rage 
And the duty of the messenger 


Is only to preach publicly Jl Dn a a2 09 
(And clearly).” 

19. See they not how Allah Se sizileea neta we) ree 
Originates creation, then***° Co als © 
Repeats it: truly that rsa ANS was “4 


Is easy for Allah. ~~ 


20. Say: “Travel through the earth***! Soe ae (la 8 eh Af gay orl We 
And see how Allah did analy ibe! 3 lens 'O) 


Originate creation; so will F-  GiE ates dect ca ore 
Allah produce a later creation: eet me ae 4 
For Allah has power ar tet 
Over all things. GILG abla} 
21. “He punishes whom He pleases, Se eeete- 3 1-8 
And He grants mercy to whom meted 
He pleases, and towards Him Pate ho 
Are ye turned.**#? Zaelwall 5% SS 





$459. Sustenance: in the symbolic as well as the literal sense. Seek from Allah all chat is necessary for 
your upkeep and development, and for preparing you for your future Destiny, Lay all your hopes in Him and 
in no one else. Dedicate yourselves to His worship. He will give you all that is necessary for your growth and 
well being, and you should show your gratitude to Him by conforming your will entirely to His (Cf n. 3412). 


M40. The originating of creation is the creation of primeval matter. The repetition of the process of 
@eation goes on constantly, for at every moment new processes are being called into being by the creative 
power of Allah, and according to His Laws. And the final creation as far as man is concerned will be in the 
Mad, when the whole world as man sees it will be entirely newly created on a different plane. As far as 
Allah is concerned, there is nothing final —no first and last, for He is infinite. He was before our First and 
will be after our Last, and if there is any meaning in these relative terms, He is the real First and the ceal Last, 


MAl. Travel through the earth: again, literally as well as symbolically. If we actually go through this 
wide earth, we shall see the wonderful things in His Creation—the Grand Canyon and the Niagaras in North 
America, beautiful harbours like that at Sydney in Australia, mountains like Fujiyama, the Himalayas, and 
Elburz in Asia, the Nile with its wonderful cataracts in Africa, the Fiords of Norway, the Geysers of Iceland, 
the city of the midnight sun in Tromsoe, and innumerable wonders everywhere. But wonders upon wonders 
are disclosed in the constitution of matter itself, the atom, and the forces of energy, as also in the instincts 
of animals, and the minds and capacities of man. And there is no limit to these chings. Worlds upon worlds 
are created and transformed every moment, within and presumably beyond man’s vision. From what we know 
we can judge of the unknown. 


3442. I think dayhs tuglabiin is better translated “towards Him are ye turned” than “towards Him will 
be your return”, as it implies not only the return of man to Allah in the Hereafter (twrya'wn in verse 17 above) 
but also the fact explained in verse 22 that man's needs are always to be obtained from Allah: man cannot 
frustrate Allah's designs, and can have no help or protection except from Allah; man has always to face Allah, 
whether man obeys Allah or tries to ignore Allah. Man will never be able to defeat Allah's Plan. According 
to His wise Will and Plan, He will grant His grace or withhold it from man. 
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$445. The emphasis is on “they” (Gla tha). It is only the people who ignore or reject Allah's Signs and 
reject a Hereafter, that will find themselves in despair and suffering. Allah's mercy is open to all, but if any 
reject His Mercy, they must suffer. tH 

3444. See 21:66-70. Abraham was cast into the fire, but he was unhurt, by the grace of Allah. So rightrom 
people suffer no harm from the plots of the wicked. But they must Smee ee ee 
have to forsake their ancestral home, as Abraham did 


$445. In sin and wickedness there is as much Jog-rolling as in politics. Evil men humour each other and 
support each other; they call each other's vice by high-sounding names, They call it mutual regard or friendship 
or love; at the lowest, they call it toleration. Perhaps they flourish in this life by such arts: But they decene 
themselves, and they deceive each other. What will be their relations in the Hereafter? They will disown each 
other when each has to answer on the principle of personal responsibility. Each will accuse the others of misleading 
him, and they will curse each other: But there will then be no help, and they must suffer in the Fire 
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The Fire, and ye shall have 
None to help.” = 


26. But Lat had faith in him;* 


be 


He said: “I will leave 

Home for the sake of 

My Lord; for He is 

Exalted in Might, and Wise.” 


27. And We gave (Abraham) 


Isaac and Jacob, and ordained 
Among his progeny 
Prophethood***’ 
And Revelation, and We 
Granted him his reward 
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In this life; and he is 
__ Inthe Hereafter (of the company) 
_. Of the Righteous.*** 


seal; 


C. 178.—Worldly power cannot through sin 
(29:28-44.) Defy the right, as was proved in the ministry 
Of Liit; nor can Intelligence misused 
Stand in the place of Allah's Light; nor 
. Can boastful insolence do aught 
vi, But dig its own grave. The strength 
And skill, the beauty and power, of this world’s 
ye ‘Life are no more than a Spider's Web, 
“3 Flimsy before the force of the eternal 
Verities that flow from Allah Supreme! 
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28. And (remember) Lit: behold, 
He said to his people: 

“Ye do commit lewdness, 

Such as no people in Creation**** 


(Ever) committed before you, 
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5446. Lit was a nephew of Abraham. He adhered to Abraham's teaching and faith and accepted voluntary 
exile with him, for Abraham left the home of his fathers in Chaldaea and migrated to Syria and Palestine, 
where Allah gave him increase and prosperity, and a numerous family, who upheld the flag of Unity and the 
Light of Allah. 


5447. Isaac was Abraham's son and Jacob his grandson, and among his progeny was included smi! 
the eldest son of Abraham, Each of these became a fountainhead of Prophecy and Revelation, Isaac and Jacob 
through Moses, and Ismd°Tl chrough the Holy Prophet Muhammad. Jacob got the name of “Israel” at Bethel: 
Gen. 32:28; and 35:10, and his progeny got the tide of “The Children of Israel” 


_ 8448. Cf. 29:9, and 4:69, n,586, 


$449. Cf. 7:80. A discreet reference is made to their unspeakable crimes, which were against the laws 
of nature. 
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3450. They infested highways and committed their horrible crimes not only secretly, but openly and publicly, 
ever in their assemblies, Some Commentators understand “cutting off the highway” to refer to highway robbenes: 
this is possible, and it is also possible that the crimes in their assemblies may have been injustice, rowdinem, 
etc, But the context seems to refer to their own special horrible crime, and the point here seems to be that 
they were not ashamed of it and that they practised it publicly. Degradation could go no further. 


3451. This is another instance of their effrontery. in addition to that mentioned in 7:82: the two supplement 
each other. Here the point emphasised is that they did not believe in Allah or His Punishment, and dared 
Allah's Prophet Lit to bring about the Punishment if he could. And it did come and destroy them, 


3452. See 11:69-76. The angels, who were coming on the mission to destroy the people who were polluting 
the earth with their crimes, called on their way on Abraham to give the good news of the birth of a sont 
him in his old age. When they told him their destination, he feared for his nephew who he knew was there 
They reassured him and then came on to Liit. 


8453. By translating “township” 1 imply the two neighbouring populations of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
who had already gone too far in their crime, their shamelessness, and their defiance. i Parenting anes 
from Allah. 


3454. She was not loyal to her husband. Tradition says that she belonged to the wicked people, and wa 
not prepared to leave them. She had no faith in the mission either of her husband or of the angels who had 
come as his guests. 
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$455. This part of the story may be read in greater detail in 11:77-83, 


$456. The Punishment was a rain of brimstone, which completely overwhelmed the Cities, with possibly 
an earthquake and a volcanic eruption (see 11:82). 


- $457. The whole tract on the east side of the Dead Sea (where the Cities were situated) is covered with 
wilphurous salts and is deadly to animal) and plant life. The Dead Sea itself is called in Arabic the Bahr Lit 
(the sea of Lot), It is a scene of utter desolation, that should stand as a Symbol of the Destruction that awaits Sin. 


3458. The story of Shu‘ayb and the Madyan people is only referred to here. It is told in 11;84-95. Their 
besetting sin was fraud and commercial immorality. Their punishment was a mighty Blast, such as accompanies 
wileanic eruptions. The point of the reference here is that they went about doing mischief on the earth, and 
never thought of the Ma‘dd or the Hereafter, the particular theme of this Sirah. The same point is made 
by the brief references in the following two verses to the ‘Ad and the Thamid, and to Qarin, Pharaoh, and 
Himin, though the besetting sin in each case was different. The Midianites were a commercial people and 
trafficked from land to land; their frauds are well described as spreading “mischief on the earth". 
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$459. For the ‘Ad people see 7:65-72, and n. 1040, and for the Thamiid, 7:73-79, and n.1043. The remains 
of their buildings show (1) that they were gifted with great intelligence and skill; (2) that they were proud 
of their material civilisation; and (3) their destruction argues how the greatest material civilisation and resources 
Canine save a People who disobey Allah's moral law. 


$460. They were so arrogant and self-satisfied, that they missed the higher purpose of life, and strayed 
clean away from the Path of Allah. Though their intelligence should have kept them straight, Evil made them 
crooked and led them and kept them astray. 


$461. For Qariin sce 28:76-82; Pharaoh is mentioned frequently in the Qur'an, but he is mentioned in 
association with Haman in 28:6; for their blasphemous arrogance and defiance of Allah see 28:38, They thought 
such a lot of themselves, but they came to an evil end, 


3462. For Aasib (violent tornado with showers of stones), see 17:68: this punishment as inflicted on the 
Cities of the Plain, to which Lot preached (54:34). Some Commentators think that this also applied to 
‘Ad, but their punishment is described as by a violent and unseasonable cold wind (41:16; 54:19 and 69:6), 
such. as blows in sand storms in the Ahqaf, the region of shifting sands which was in their territory. 


3463. For sayhah (Blast) see 11:67 and n. 1561, as also n. 1047 to 7:78 and n, 1996 to 15:73. This word 
isused in describing the fate of Thamad (11:67) Madyan (11:94); the population to which Lat preached 
(15:73); and the Hijr (15:83), part of the territory of Thamad; also in the Parable of the City to which came 
the three Prophets, who found a single believer (36:29) 


3464. This was the fate of Qariin: see 28:81. Cf also 16:45 and n, 207). 


3465. This was the fate of the hosts of Pharaoh and Haman (28:40) as well as the wicked generation 
of Noah (26:120). 
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» $466, The Spider's house is one of the wonderful Signs of Allah's creation. It is made up of fine silk threads 
spun out of silk glands in the spider's body. There are many kinds of spiders and many kinds of spider houses. 
Two main types of houses may be mentioned. There is the tubular nest or web, a silk-lined house or burrow 
one or two trap doors. This may be called his residential or family mansion, Then there is what is ordinarily 
talled w spider's web, consisting of a central point with radiating threads running in all directions and acting 
a e-beams to the quasi-circular concentric threads that form the body of the web. This is his hunting box. 
The whole structure exemplifies economy in time, material, and strength. If an insect is caught in the net, 
the vibration set up in the radiating threads is at once communicated co the spider, who can come and kill 
bis prey. In case the prey is powerful, the spider is furnished with poison glands with which to kill his prey. 
The spider sits either in the centre of the web or hides on the underside of a leaf or in some crevice, but 
be always has a single thread connecting him with his web, to keep him in telephonic communication. The 
female spider is much bigger than the male, and in Arabic the generic gender of Ankabis is feminine. 


~ 
ves 


$467. Most of the facts in the last note can be read into the Parable. For their thickness, the spider's 
threads are very strong from the point of view of relativity, but in our actual world they are flimsy, especially 
the threads of the gossamer spider floating in the air. So is the house and strength of the man who relies on 
material resources however fine or beautiful relatively; before the eterna) Reality they are as nothing. The 
spider's most cunning architecture cannot stand against a wave of man’s hand. His poison glands are like the 
—_abagmietaeratyrmenmectanmnid aren optinrsatimu et AOS IAG ccc OR SN SI a 


~ $468. The last verse cold us that men, out of spiritual ignorance, build their hopes on flimsy unsubstantial 
things (like the spider's web) which are broken by a thousand chance attacks of wind and weather or the actions 
of animals or men. If they cannot fully grasp their own good, they should seek His Light. To Him everything 
i#known — men's frailty, their false hopes, their questionable motives, the false gods whom they enthrone in 
their midst, the mischief done by the neglect of Truth, and the way out for those who have entangled themselves 
in the snares of Evil. He is All-Wise and is able to carry out all He wills, and they should turn to Him. 


$469. Parables seem simple things, but their profound meaning and application can only be understood 
by those who seek knowledge and by Allah's grace attain it. 
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For those who believe. 


C. 179,—Proclaim the Message of Allah, and pray 
(29:45-69.) To Him for purity and guidance. 
Allah's Revelation carries its own 
Proofs and is recognised by men 
Of wisdom. Its rejecters but lose 
Their own chances of profiting 
By the Truth, and attaining the Paths 
That lead to Allah's own gracious Presence! 
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5470. Cf, 6:73 and n, 896. In all Allah's Creation, not only is there evidence of intelligent Purpose, fitting 
all parts together with wisdom, but also of supreme Goodness and cherishing Care, by which all needs are 
satisfied and all the highest and truest cravings fulfilled. These are like beckoning signals to lead on thow 
who pray and search in Faith, those who with the most intense desire of their soul can pray, as in Cardinal 
Newman's Hymn, “Lead, kindly Light! Amid the encircling gloom, lead Thou me on!” 


3471. The tl@wat of the Qur'an implies; (1) rehearsing or reciting it, and publishing it abroad to the 
world; (2) reading it to ourselves; (3) studying it co understand it as it should be studied and understood (2:121); 
(4) meditating on it so as to accord our knowledge and life and desires with it. When this is done, it merges 
into real Prayer, and Prayer purges us of anything (act, plan, thought, motive, words) of which we should 
be ashamed or which would work injustice to others, Such. Prayer passes into our inmost life and being, for 
then we realise the Presence of Allah, and that-is true dhikr (or remembrance), for remembrance is the bringing 
to mind of things as present tous which might otherwise be absent to us. And that is the greatest thing in 
life, It is subjective to us: it fills our consciousness with Allah. For Allah is in any case always present and knows all. 


5472. Mere disputations are futile. In order to-achieve our purpose as true standard-bearers for Allah, 
we shall have to find true common grounds of belief, as stated in the latter part of this verse, and also to 
show by our urbanity, kindness, sincerity, truth, and genuine anxiety, for the good of others, that we are not 
cranks or merely secking selfish or questionable aims. 
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3473. Of course those who are deliberately trying to wrong or injure others will have to be treated firmly, 
is we are guardians of each other. With them, there is little question of finding common ground or exercising 
satience, until the injury is prevented or stopped. 


3474. That is, the religion of all true and: sincere men of Faith is, or should be, one; and chat is the 
ideal of Islam. 
5475, It is in this spirit that all crue Revelation comes from Allah, Allah is One, and His Message cannot 
come in one place or at one time to contradict His Message in another place or at another time in spirit, 
though there may be local variations according to the needs or understanding of men at any given time or place. 


$476. The sincere Jews and Christians found in the Holy Prophet a fulfillment of their own religion. For 
the names of some Jews who recognised and embraced Islam, see n. 5227 to 26-197, Among the Christians, 
too, the Faith slowly won ground, Embassies were sent by the Holy Prophet in the 6th and 7th years of the 
Hijrah to all che principal countries around Arabia, vz. , the capital of the Byzantine Empire (Constantinople), 
the capital of the Persian Empire (MadWin), the Sasanian capital known to the West by the Greek name of 
Qesiphon, (about thirty miles south of modern Baghdad), Syria, Abyssinia, anc Egypt. All these (except Persia) 
were Christian countries, In the same connection, an embassy was also sent. to Yamamah<in Arabia itself (east 
of the Hijaz) where the Bani’ Hanifah tribe was Christian, like the Hirith tribe of Najriin who voluntarily 
gent an embassy to MadYnah. All these countries except Abyssinia eventually became Muslim. and Abyssinia 
iself has a considerable Muslim population now and sent some Muslim converts to Madinah in the time of 
the Prophet himself. Asa generalisation, it is true that the Jewish and the Christian peoples as they existed 
inthe seventh century of the Christian cra have been mainly absorbed by Islam, as well as the lands in which 
they predominated. Remnants of them built up new nuclei, The Roman Catholic Church conquered new lands 
among the northern (Germanic) Pagans and the Byzantine Church among the eastern (Slavonic) Pagans, and 
the Protestantism of the 16th century gave a fresh stimulus to the main ideas for which Islam stands, uz. , 
the abolition of priesicraft, the right of private judgement, the simplification of ritual, and the insistence upon 


the simple, practical, everyday duties of life. 


$477. The Pagan Arabs also gradually came in until they were all absorbed in Islam. 
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$478. The Holy Prophet was not a learned man. Before the Qur'an was revealed to him, he never claimed 
to proclaim a Message from Allah, He was not in the habit of preaching eloquent truths as from a Book, 
before he received his Revelations, nor was he able to write or transcribe with his own hand. If he had had 
these worldly gifts, there would have been some plausibility in the charge of the talkers of vanities that he 
spoke not from inspiration but from other people's books, or that he composed the beautiful verses of the 
Qur'an himself and committed them to memory in order to recite tem to people. The circumstance in which 
the Qur’in came bear their own testimony to its truth as from Allah. 


3479. “Knowledge” (tim) means both power of judgement in discerning the value of truth and acquaintance 
with previous revelations. It implies both literary and spiricual insight. To men so endowed, Allah's revelation 
and Signs are self-evident. They commend themselves to their hearts, minds, and understandings, which are 
typified in Arabic by the word sadr, “breast. 


$480. Cf. the last clause of verse 47 above. There the argument was that the rejection of the Qur'an was 
a mark of Unbelief. Now the argument is carried a stage farther. Such rejection is also a mark of injustice 
a deliberate perversity in going against obvious Signs, which should convince all honest men. 


3481. See last note. In the Qur'in, as said in verse 49, are Signs which should carry conviction to 
honest hearts. And yet the Unbelievers ask for Signs! They mean some special kinds of Signs or Miracles, web 
as their own foolish minds dictate. Everything is possible for Allah, but Allah is not going to humour the 
follies of men or listen to their disingenuous demands. He has sent a Messenger to explain His Signs clearly 
and to warn them of the consequences of rejection. Is it not enough? 


3482. The perspicuous Qur'an, as explained in detail by Allah's Messenger, in conjunction with Allahy 
Signs in nature and in the hearts of men, should be enough for all. It is mere fractious opposition to demand 
vaguely something more, (Cf also 6;124, and n. 946), 
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$485. The test of a Revelation is whether it comes from Allah or not. This is made clear by the life and 
teachings of the Messenger who brings it. No fraud or falsehood can for a moment stand before Allah, All 
the most hidden things in heaven and earth are open before Him. 


$484. Uf Truth is rejected, Truth does not suffer. It ts the rejecters who suffer and perish in the end. 


3485, Cf 22:47 and n. 2826. The rejecters of Faith throw out a challenge out of bravado: “Let us see 
you can hasten the punishment on us!” This is a-vain taunt. Allah's Plan will take its course, and it can 
neither be delayed nor hastened. It is out of His Mercy that He gives respite to sinners —in order that they 
tay have a chance of repentance. If they do not repent, the Punishment must certainly come to them —and 
en a sudden, before they perceive that it is coming! And then it will be too late for repentance. 


$486, The challenge of the wicked for Punishment was answered in the last verse by reference to Allah's 
merciful Respite. to give chances of repentance. It is answered in this verse by an assurance that if no repentance 
is forthcoming, the Punishment will be certain and of an all-pervasive kind. Hell will surround them on all 
tides, and above them and below them. 


3487. Cf a similar phrase in 6:65 


Sirah 29: Al ‘Ankabut 1002 Swiss 


“Taste ye (the fruits) pn ay Sisd 
Of your deeds!" i392 
56. © My servants who believe! ip ee Sylllas Fo) 


Truly, spacious is My Earth:**** 


Therefore serve ye Me— . = etd eed ‘ Phd ( 
(And Me alone)! wtslicdb densa 
57. Every soul shall have Were erie ee * 
A taste of death:**% eyAP eninge 2 
In the end to Us a B73 % 
Shall ye be brought back. pose 
58. But those who believe «ee oy “7 
And work deeds of righteousness — 2 nee sl pale Sats S 
To them shall We give sabes ee eee ete 
A Home in Heaven—**" 
Lofty mansions beneath which 4 Were ah iN a 
Flow rivers—to dwell therein ee Gabe ell tys 
For aye—an excellent reward Ales oe, 
For those who do (good)! — ci has 
59. Those who persevere in patience, slo 7 Aart Ion ae 
And put their trust & ee des liKe iil ® 
In their Lord and Cherisher, 
60. many are the creatures Rome Fie Ae 7 
at carry not their own*** Seed asl Fao 





$488. This is not merely @ reproach, but a justification of the Punishment. “It is you who brought it 
on yourselves by your evil deeds: blame none but yourselves, Allah's Mercy gave you many chances: His Justice 
has now overtaken you.” 


$489. There is no excuse for any one to plead that he could not do good or was forced to evil by his 
circumstances and-surroundings, or by the fact that he lived in evil times, We must shan evil and seek good, 
and Allah's Creation is wide enough to enable us to do that, provided we have the will, the patience, and 
the constancy. to do it. It may be that we have to change our village or city or country; or that we have to 
change our neighbours or associates; or to change our habits or our hours, our position in life or our human 
relationships, or our callings. Our integrity before Allah is more important than any of these things, and we 
must be prepared for exile (or Hijrah) in all these senses. For the means with which Allah provides us for 
His service are ample, and it is our fault if we fail (Cf 39:10). 


$490. Cf 3:185, n. 491, and 21:55 and n. 2697, Death is the separation of the soul from the body when 
the latter perishes, We should not be afraid of death, for it only brings us back to Allah. The various kinds 
of Aijrah or exile, physical and spiritual, mentioned in the last note, are also modes of death in a sense: what 
is there to fear in them? " 


$491. The goodly homes mentioned in 16:41) referred to this life, but it was stated there that the reward 
of the Hereafter would be greater. Here the simile of the Home is referred to Heaven: it will be beautiful: 
it will be picturesque, with the sight and sound of softly murmuring streams; it will be lofty or sublime: and 
it will be eternal. 


3492. If we look at the animal creation, we see that many creatures seem almost helpless to find their 
own food or sustain their full life, being surrounded by many enemies. Yet in the Plan of Allah they find full 
sustenance and protection. So does man. Man's needs —as well as helplessness ~ are by many degrees greater 
Yet Allah provides for him as for all His creatures. Allah listens to the wish and cry of all His creatures and 
He knows their needs and how to provide for them all. Man should not therefore hesitate to suffer exile or 
persecution in Allah's Cause. 
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62. Allah enlarges the sustenance 
(Which He gives) to whichever 

( __ Of His servants He pleases:**** 
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») 93495. Cf 25:84-89. “Them” in both passages refers to the sort-of inconsistent men who acknowledge the 
power of Allah, but are deluded by false notions into disobedience of Allah's Law and disregard of Allah's 
Message (see also $1:25, 45:9, and 43;1)). 


3494. Cf 13:2, and 23:85. The perfect order'and law of Allah's: universe should be Signs to man's intelligence 
to get his own will into tune with Allah's Will; for only so can he hope to attain his full development. 


8495. Cf 18:26. Unequal gifts are not a sign of chaos in Allah's universe, Allah provides for all according 
jotheir real needs and their most suicable requirement, according to His perfect knowledge and understanding 
of His creatures. 


» 3496. In 29°61 above, the point was that there is a certain type of man that realises the power of Allah, 
‘but yet goes after false ideas and false worship. Here the point is that there is another type of man to whom 
the goodness of Allah is made clear by rain and the gifts of nature and who realises the daily, seasonal, and 
secular changes which evidence Allah's goodness in giving us life (physical and spiritual) and reviving us after 
owe seem to die,— and who yer fails to draw the right conclusion from it and to make his own life true and 
‘beautiful, so that when his period of probation in this transitory life is ended, he'can enter into his eternal 
‘heritage. Having come so far such men fail at the crucial stage. At that stage they ought to have praised and 
glorified Allah, and accepted His Grace and Light, but they show their want of true understanding by failing 
to profit by Allah's gifts. 
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$497. Cf 6:32. Amusement and play have no lasting significance except as preparing us for the seriow 
work of life. So this life is but an interlude, a preparation for the real Life, which is in the Hereafter, This 
world's vanities are therefore to be taken for what they are worth; but they are not to be allowed to deflect 
our minds from the requirements of the inner life that really matters. 


$498. Cf 7:29, where I have slightly varied the English phrase according to the context. 

It was shown in the last verse that the life of this world is fleeting, and that the true life — that which 
matters —is the Life in the Hereafter. In contrast with this inner reality is now shown the shortsighted folly 
of man. When he faces the physical dangers of the sea, which are but an incident in the phenomenal world, 
he actually and sincerely seeks the help of Allah; but when he is safely back on land, he forgets the Realities, 
plunges into the pleasures and vanities of fleeting phenomena, and his devotion, which should be given exclusively 
to Allah, is shared by idols and vanities of his own imagination. (R). 


$499. Such folly resules in the virtual rejection (even though it may not be express) of Allah and Hi 
Grace. It plunges man into the pleasures and vanities that merely delude and are bound to pass away, This 
delusion, however, will come to an end when the true Reality of the Hereafter will shine forth in all its splendoer 


$500. If they want evidences of their folly in the phenomenal world itself, they will see sacred Sanctuaries 
where Allah's Truth abides safely in the midst of the Deluge of broken hopes, disappointed ambitions and 
unfulfilled plans in the world around, The immediate reference was to the Sanctuary of Makkah and the gradual 
progress of Islam in the districts surrounding the Quraysh in the midst of the trying Makkan period. Bur the 
general application holds good for all times and places. 
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$601. Cf 6:21. Even from a worldly point of view those who reject Allah's Truth are at a disadvantage. 
But those who deliberately invent lies and set up false gods for worship what punishment can we imagine 
for them except a»permanent deprivation of Allah's grace, and a home in Hell? (R): 

_ 3502, Strive m Our Cause. All that man can do is to strive in Allah's Cause. As soon as he strives with 
might and main, with constancy and determination, the Light and Mercy of Allah come to meet him. They 
cure his defects and shortcomings. They provide him with the means by which he can raise himself above 
himself, They point out the Way, and all the Paths leading up to it. See next note. 

ull? 

3508. The Way of Allah (a/ rat al Mustagim) is a Straight Way, But men have strayed from it in all 
directions. And there are numerous Paths by which they can get back to the Right Way, the way in which 
the purity of their own nature, and the Will and Mercy of Allah, require them to walk. All these numerous 
Paths become open to them once they give their hearts in keeping to Allah and work in right Endeavour (/:had) 
with all their mind and soul and resources. Thus will they get out of the Spider's web of this frail world and 
attain to eternal Bliss in the fulfilment of their true Destiny. 
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INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 30—AL RUM 


This Sirah, as remarked in the Introduction to the last Sirah, deals with the question 
of Ma %d or the Final End of Things, from various points of view, In the last Sirah, we saw that 
Revelation was linked up with Life and Conduct, and Time (looking backwards and forwards) 
figured forth the frailty of this Life. In this Sirah the Time theme and its mystery are brought 
into relation with human history in the foreground and the evolution of the world in all its aspects 
in the background. The corruption introduced by man is cleared away by Allah, Whose Univeral 
Plan points to the Hereafter. We shall see that the next two Sirahs (3) and $2) present the theme 
in other aspects. All four are introduced with the Abbreviated Letters Alif, Lam, Mim, which 
(without being dogmatic) 1 have suggested as symbolical of the Past, Present and Future. 


The chronology of this Sirah is significant. It was revealed about the 7th or 6th year before 
the Hijrah, corresponding to 615-16 of the Christian era, when the tide of Persian conquest over 
the Roman Empire was running strong, as explained in Appendix VIII (to follow this Surah). 
The Christian Empire of Rome had lost Jerusalem to the Persians, and Christianity had been humbled 
in the dust. At that time it seemed outside the bounds of human possibility, even to one intimately 
acquainted with the inner resources and conditions of the Persian and Roman armies and empires, 
that the tables would be turned and the position reversed within the space of eight or nine yean. 
The pro- Persian Pagan Quraysh rejoiced exceedingly, and redoubled their taunts and persecution 
against the Holy Prophet, whose Message was a renewal of the Message of Christ preached in 

. Then was this passage 30:1-6 revealed, clearly foreshadowing the final defeat of Persia 
(Appendix VIII, 14-16) as a prelude to the destruction of the Persian Empire. There is no doubt 
about the prophecy and its fulfilment. For the exulting Pagans of Makkah laid a heavy wager 
against the fulfilment of the prophecy with Abi Bakr, and they lost it on its fulfilment. 


But the rise and fall even of such mighty empires as the Persian and Roman Empires, were 
but small events on the chequerboard of Time, compared to a mightier movernent that was taking 
birth in the promulgation of Islam. In the seventh or sixth year before the Hijrah, and for a year 
or two after the Hijrah, Islam was struggling in the world like the still small voice in the conscience 
of humanity, It was scarcely heeded, and when it sought to insist upon its divine claim, it was 
insulted, assaulted, persecuted, boycotted, and (as it seemed) suppressed. The agony of Tiif (two 
years before the Hijrah) and the murder-plot on the eve of the Hijrah were yet to come. But the 
purpose of Allah is not to be thwarted. Badr (A.H. 2 = A.C. 624), rightly called the critical 
Day of Decision, began to redress the balance of outward events in early Islam, in the same year 
in which Issus (Appendix VIII, 16) began to redress the balance of outward events in Perso-Roman 
relations. Mightier events were yet to come. A new inner World was being created through Islam. 
The spiritual Revolution was an infinitely greater moment in world history. The toppling down 
of priestcraft and false worship, the restoration of simplicity in faith and life, the rehabilitation 
of this life as the first step to the understanding of the Hereafter, the displacement of superstition 
and hair-splitting theology by a spirit of rational enquiry and knowledge, and the recognition 
of the divine as covering not merely an isolated thing called “Religion” but the whole way of Life, 
Thought, and Feeling —this was and is the true Message of Islam and its mission. Its struggle—iu 
fight — continues, but it is not without effect, as may be seen in the march of centuries in world history 


Summary,—The ebb and flow of worldly power— as symbolised in the conflict of che Persian 
and Roman Empires—are but outward events; the deeper meaning is in the working of Allah’ 
Universe— how Good and Evil reach their final End (30:1-19, and C. 180). 


The changes and changing variety in Allah's Creation, physical, moral, and spiritual, yet 
point to Unity in Nature and Religion: man should not break away from that Unity, but giorify 
Him, the One, for there is none like unto Him (50:20-40, and C. 181). 














Intro. to Stirah 30 1007 


The hands of men have wrought corruption and mischief: but Allah purifies the moral 
world as He does the world of physical nature, strengthening the weak and pulling down the mighty 
in due season; wait therefore in patience and constancy, and be not depressed (30:41-60, and c. 182). 


C, 180. —Great Empires rise and fall, conquer 

(30:1-19.) And are conquered, as happened 
To Rome and Persia: but the true Decision 
Is with Allah, Who will make the righteous. 
Rejoice. Men may see but the outward 
Crust of things, but in truth the End 
Of things is all-in-all. In His own 
Good time He will separate good from evil: 
Praise and glory to Him forever! 
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$504. See n. 25 to 2:1 and Introduction to this Sirah. 


$505. The remarkable defeats of the Rornan Empire under Heraclius and the straits to which it was reduced 
are reviewed in Appendix VIII (to follow this Sirah), It was not merely isolated defeats; the Roman Empire 
lost most of its Asiatic territory and was hemmed in on all sides at its capital, Constantinople, The defeat, 
“in a land close by” must refer to Syria and Palestine. Jerusalem was lost in 614-15 A.C., shortly before this 
Sirah was revealed. 


3506. The Pagan Quraysh of Makkah rejoiced at the overthrow of Rome by Persia. They were pro-Pertian, 
and in their heart of hearts they hoped that the nascent movement of Islam, which at that time was, from 
a worldly point of view, very weak and helpless, would also collapse under their persecution. But they misread 
the true Signs of the times. They are told here that they would soon be disillusioned in both their calculations, 
and it actually so happened at the battle of Issus in 622 A.C, (the year of Hijrah) and in 624 A.C., when 
Heraclius carried his campaign into the heart of Persia (see Appendix VIII) and the Makkan Quraysh were 
beaten off at Badr. 


3507. Bid’ in the text means a short period—a period of from three to nine years. The period between 
the loss of Jerusalem (614-15 A.C.) by the Romans and their victory at Issus (622 A.C.) was seven years, and 
that to the penetration of Persia by Heraclius was nine years. See last note. 


3508. See n. 3506 and Appendix VIII. The battle of Badr (2 A-H. = 624 A.C.) was a real time of rejoicing 
for the Believers and a time of disillusionment for the arrogant Quraysh, who thought that they could crush 
the whole movememt of Islam in Madtnah as they had tried to do in Makkah, but they were signally repulsed. 
See n. 352 to 3:15. 


3509. Whom He will. As explained elsewhere. Allah's Will or Plan is not arbitrary: it is full of the higher 
wisdom. His Plan is formed in mercy, so as to safeguard the interests of all his creatures, against the selfish 
aggtandizement of any section against them, And He is able to carry out His Plan in full, and there is no 
power that can stop or delay His Plan. 





Sirah 30: Al Riam 1009 vie  alasays 


“s. (It is) the promise of Allah.**'* Pr er gst DP A Zere- 
Never does Allah depart rr Ae gallale Yailicy 
From His promise: gress 2 f: 

But most men understand not. ~~ Zot osias | : 
“7. They know but the outer?*" oko veh he aa Mai 
(Things) in the life Capen ss O 
_ . Of this world: but iol grt ed shh, 
Of the End of things**" jylale bs A Fwy 


They are heedless, 


8. Bo they not reflect Spniilea| amy b, id 


their own minds? 
Not but for just ends*** severe ic 
And for a term appointed, ENG SA \abl gels 
Did Allah create the heavens 


dl rid ell dd 
And the earth, and all soatals Alyce 2) 
Between them; yet are there ATE 
Truly many among men Pie) oe) 
Who deny their meeting*** P 5 ak 
» With their Lord Pe Byer re 
(Ac the Resurrection)! aE PE ES 
9. Do they not travel SD PURUCLS opel OH ilaere 
Through the earth, and see ait 5) {> 
What was the End 7 Set, 4s se 
Of those before them? eels call acne SOGS 
They were superior to them ret us ‘ithe. 
In strength: they tilled ii L's . aaa 
The soil and populated it PONG a5 ots 
In greater numbers than these Ra. 2 May % wie - 
Have done: there came to them pie clay ay ae Pa rSalla 





5510. The promise refers to the Decision of all things by the Command of Allah, Who will remove all 
troubles and difficulties from the path of His righteous Believers, and help them to rejoice over the success 
of their righteous Cause, This refers to all times and all situations. The righteous should not despair in their 
darkest moments, for Allah's help will come. Ordinarily men are puffed up if they score a seeming temporary 
success against the righteous, and do not realise that Allah's Will can never be thwarted. 


_ S51. Men are misled by the outward show of things, though the inner reality may be quite different 
Many seeming disasters are really godsends if we only understood. 


$512, Akhirah: | have usually translated “Hereafter”. Here the context is perfectly general, and refers 
to the End of things or enterprises in history as well as the Hereafter in the technical theological sense, 


5513. Cf. 15:85, Here the argument is about the ebb and flow of worldly power, and the next clause 
is appropriately added. “and for a term appointed”. Let not any one who is granted worldly power or advantage 
tun away with the notion that it s permanent. It is definitely limited in the high Purpose of Allah, which 
is just and true. And an account will have to be given of it afterwards on the basis of strict personal responsibility. 

S514. It is therefore all the more strange that there should be men who not only forget themecives but 


veven deny that there is a return to Allah or an End or Hereafter, when a full reckoning will be due for this 
period of probation. They are asked co study past history, as in the next verse. , 
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3515. Let not any generation think that it is superior to all that went before it. We may be “heirs to all 
the ages, in the foremost files of times.’ That is no reason for arrogance, but on the contrary adds to our 
responsibility. When we realise what flourishing cities and kingdoms existed before, how they flourished in 
numbers and prosperity, what chances they were given, and how they perished when they disobeyed the law 
of Allah, we shall feel a sense of humility, and see that it was rebellion and self-will that brought them down, 
Allah was more than just. He was also merciful. But they brought about their own ruin (Cf $5:44). 


$516, The Arabic superlative feminine, referring to the feminine noun ‘Agibah, | have translated by “Evil 
in the extreme’. In this life good and evil may seem to be mixed up, and it may be that some things or persons 
that are evil get what seem to be good rewards or blessings, while the opposite happens to the good. But this 
is only a temporary appearance, In the long run Evil will have its own evil consequences, multiplied cumulatively, 
And this, because Evil not only rejected Allah's Message of Good but laughed at Good and misled others, 


3517. Nothing exists of its own accord or fortuitously. It is Allah Who originates all creation. What appears 
to be death may be only transformation; for Allah can and does recreate. And His creative activity is continuous. 
Our death is but a phenomenal event. What we become after death is the result of a process of recreation 
by Allah, Who is both the source and the goal of all things. When we are brought back to him, it will be 
as conscious and responsible beings, to receive the consequences of our brief life on this earth (Cf 30:27). 


$518. The Hour will be established: in due time the Hour will come when Judgement will be established, 
and the seeming disturbance of balance in this world will be redressed. Then the Good will rejoice, and the 
Guilty, faced with the Realities, will lose all their illusions and be struck dumb with despair. 
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3519, False worship will then appear in its true colours. Anything to which we offered the worship due 
to Allah alone, will vanish instead of being of any help. Indeed the deluded false worshippers, whose cyes 
will now. be opened, will themselves reject their falsehoods, as the Truth will now shine with unquestioned 


splendour. 


$520. In the fullness of time good and evil will all be sorted out and separated. The good will reach 
their destination of felicity in rich and luscious, well-watered meadows, which stand as the type of all that 
is fair to see and pleasant to feel. The evil will no longer imagine that they are enjoying good fortune, for 
the testing time will be over, and the grim reality will stare them in the face. They will receive their just 
Punishment. (R). 


$521. The special times for Allah's remembrance are so described as to include all our activites in life— 
when we rise early in the morning, and when we go to rest in the evening; when we are in the midst of our 
work, atthe decline of the sun, and in the Jate afternoon, It may be noted that these are all striking stages 
in the passage of the sun through our terrestrial day, as well as stages in our daily working lives. On this are 
based che hours of the five canonical prayers afterwards prescibed in Madinah; viz., (1) early morning before 
sunrise (Fajr); (2) when the day begins to decline, just after noon (Zuhr); (3) in the late afternoon, say midway 
between noon and sunset ('Asr); and (4) and (5) the two evening prayers, one just after sunset (Maghrib), 
and the other after the evening twilight has all faded from the horizon, the hour indicated for rest and sleep 
(‘Isha’), Cf. 1114, nn. 1616-17; 17:78-79, n, 2275; 20:130, n, 2655, 
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C. 181.— Allah's Signs are many, and so are His mysteries: 
(30:20-40.) Yet each does point to His Unity, Goodness; 
Power, and Mercy. There is none like 
Unto Him, His teaching is one, and men i 
That split up His standard Religion ; 
Are but following their own lusts. Ungrateful 
Are they to give part-worship to others, 
When all worship and praise and glory 
Are due to Him and Him alone, 
In Whom we have our life and being! 
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“$522. Cf 10:3). From dead matter Allah's creative act produces life and living matter, and even science 
has not yet been able to explain the mystery of life. Life and living matter again seem to reach maturity and 
again die, as we see every day. No material thing seems to have perpetual life. But again we see the creative 


“ 


process of Allah constantly at work, and the cycle of life and death seems to go on, (see also 36:12), 

$523. Cf 2:164. The earth itself, seemingly so inert, produces vegetable life at once from a single shower 
of rain, and in various ways sustains animal life. Normally it seems to die in the winter in northern climates, 
and in a drought everywhere, and the spring revives it in all its glory. Metaphorically many movementi, 
institutions, organisations, seem to die and then to live again, all under the wonderful dispensation of Allaky 
So will our personality be revived when we apparently die on this earth, in order to reap the fruit of'thig 
our probationary life, (see also 36:53), 


$524. Cf. 18:87 and n. 2379. In spite of the lowly origin of man’s body, Allah has given him a 
and soul by which he can almost compass the farthest reaches of Time and Space. Is this not enough 
a miracle or Sign? From a physical point of view, see how man, a creature of dust, scatters himself over 
farthest corners of the earth! all 


$525. This refers to the wonderful mystery of sex. Children arise out of the union of the sexes, Andit 
is always the fernale sex that brings forth the offspring, whether female or male. And the father is as necessary 
as the mother for bringing forth daughters. in 

3526. Cf. 7:189. Unregenerate man is pugnacious in thé male sex, but rest and tranquillity are found 
in the normal relations of a father and mother dwelling together and bringing up a family. A man’s chivalry 
to the opposite sex is natural and God-given. The friendship of two men between each other is quite different 
in quality and temper from the feeling which unspoilt nature expects as between men and women. There 
is a special kind of love and tenderness between them. And as woman is the weaker vessel, that tendermen 
may from a certain aspect be likened to mercy, PRO acagre RH ON in TE 
weak, (see also 4:1). -t} 
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$527. The variations in languages and colours may be viewed from the geographical aspect or from the 
aspect of periods of time. All mankind was created of a single pair of parents; yet they have spread to different 
¢ountries and climates and developed different languages and different shades of complexions. And yet their 
basic unity remains unaltered. They feel in the same way, and are all equally under Allah's care. Then there 
are the variations in time. Old languages die out and new ones are evolved, New conditions of life and thought 
are constantly evolving new words and expressions, new syntactical structures, and new modes of pronunciation. 
Even old races dic, and new races are born. 


$528. If we consider deeply, sleep and dreams, the refreshment we get from sleep to wakefulness as well 
as from wakefulness to sleep, as also the state of our thoughts and feelings and subconscious self in these conditions, 
are both wonderful and mysterious. Normally, we sleep by night and do our ordinary work “in quest of the 
Bounty of Allah” by day. But sleep and rest may come and be necessary by day, and we may have to work 
bynight. And our work for our livelihood may pass by insensible transitions to our work or thought or service 
of a higher and spiricual kind, These processes suggest a background of things which we know but vaguely, 
but which are as much miracles as other Signs of Allah. 


$529. From verse 20 to verse 25 are mentioned a series of Signs or Miracles, which should awaken our 
souls and lead us to true Reality if we try to understand Allah. (1) There is our own origin and destiny, which 
must necessarily be our subjective starting-point: "I think; therefore I am"; no particular exertion of our being 
is here necessary (30:20). (2) The first beginnings of social life arise through sex and love: see 4:1, and n. 
506: to understand this in all its bearing, we must “reflect” (30:21). ($) The next point is to understand our 
diversities in speech, colour, etc. arising from differences of climate and external conditions; yet there is unity 
beneath that diversity, which we shall realise by extended knowledge (50:22). (4) Next we curn to our psychological 
conditions, sleep, rest, visions, insight, etc.; here we want teaching and guidance, to which we must hearken 
($0:23). (5) Next, we must approach the higher reaches of spiritual hopes and fears, as symbolised by such 
subtle forces of nature as lightning and electricity, which may kill the foolish or bring prosperity in its train 
by rain and abundant harvests; to understand the highest spiritual hopes and fears so symbolised, we want 
the highest wisdom ($0224). (6) And lastly, we may become so transformed that we rise above all petty, worldly. 
ephemeral things: Allah calls to us and we rise, as from our dead selves to a Height which we can only describe 
us the Heaven of stability: here no human processes serve, for the Call of Allah Himself has come ($0:25-27). 
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$550. See last note, item (5). Cf 13:12. To cowards lightning and thunder appear as terrible forces of 
nature: lightning seems to kill and destroy where its irresistible progress is not assisted by proper lightning: 
conductors, But lightning is also a herald of rain-bearing clouds and showers that bring fertility and prosperity 
in their train. This double aspect is also symbolical of spiritual fears and hopes—fears lest we may not be 
found receptive or worthy of the irresistible perspicuous Message of Allah. and hopes that we may receive 
in the right spirit and be blessed by its mighty power of transformation to achieve spiritual well-being. Now 
that the repetition of the phrase “gives life to the earth after it is dead” connects this verse with verse 19 above 
in other words, the Revelation, which we must receive with wisdom and understanding, nnn ae 
own power and mercy, and is vouchsafed in order to safeguard our own final Future. 


$531. Inthe physical world, the sky and the earth, as we see them, stand unsupported, by the artistry 
of Allah. They bear witness to Allah, and in-- that our physical life depends on them — the earth for its produce 
and the sky for rain, the heat of the sun, and other phenomena of nature — they call to our mind our relation 
to Allah Who made them and us, How can we then be so dense as not to realise that our higher Future —our 
Ma‘d—is bound up with the call and the mercy of Allah! 


$552. All nature in Creation not only obeys Allah, but devoutly obeys Him, é.e., glories in its privilege 
of service and obedience. Why should we not do likewise? It is part of our original unspoilt nature, and we 
must respond to it, as all beings do, by their very nature. 


$538. Cf 80:11 above, where the same phrase began the argument about the beginning and end of all 
things being with Allah. This has been illustrated by reference to various Signs in Creation, and now the argument 
is rounded off with the same phrase. 


5534. Allah's glory and Allah's attributes are above any names we can give them. Human language is 
not adequate to express them. We can only form some idea of them at our present stage by means of Similitude 
and Parables. But even so, the highest we can think of falls short of the crue Reality. PVA etc 
wiser than the highest and wisest we can think of (Cf 16260). 





Sirah 30: Al Rim 1015 ligt OLS este 


____ Similitude (we can think of) ore 
In the heavens and the earth: PAG Spe \3 
For He is Exalted in Might, aed eae 
Peal ‘at avecciciins aSasipail yall srs 
SECTION 4. 
98. He does propound =) AR 4 FZ At BH ore 
© you a similitude nal AV SS pe 


From your own (experience):**** es er s 
Do ye have partners ea ies 
Among those whom your right 


hands aS SHAE te “Bier 
Possess, to share as equals F rave laleegnelel : a 
In the wealth We have**** “Ad ar ealetli bald sib 
Bestowed on you? Do ye Fee (oti? at os 
Fear them as ye fear®**’ OR OA ne oS Os 
Each other? Thus do We Yea dlice 
Explain the Signs in detail aed oe. 
To a people that understand.***4 Cohan » ah 
29. Nay, the wrongdoers (merely) AMT . 
Follow their own lusts, ug POs a J © 
Being devoid of knowledge Aim LL 
But who will guide those pep ; 
Whom Allah leaves astray??**° BENT PGES Gin y?”, FS 
To them there will be poten ht Pree 
. < Kf .3 “7 
No helpers. Spades ¥ 
30. So set thou thy face var) SNe Oi 
Steadily and truly to the Faith:*5# AW Dg= ~9 ial 





5535. One way in which we can get some idea of the things higher than our own plane is to think of 
Parables and Similitudes drawn from our own lives and experience. And such a Similitude or Parable is offered 
to us now about false worship, See next note, 

3536. Allah is far higher above His Creation than any, the highest, of His creatures can be above any. 
the lowest, of His creatures. And yet would a man share his wealth on equal terms with his dependents? Even 
what he calls his wealth is not really his own, but given by Allah. It is “his” in common speech by reason 
merely of certain accidental circumstances. How then can men raise Allah's creatures to equality with Allah 
in worship? 

$537. Men fear each other as equals in a state of society at perpetual warfare. To remove this fear they 
appoint an authority among themselves —a King or sovereign authority whom they consider just —to preserye 
them from this fear and give them an established order. But they must obey and revere this authority and 
depend upon this authority for their own tranquillity and security. Even with their equals there is always the 
fear of public opinion, But men do not fear, or obey, or revere those who are their slaves or dependents. Man 
is dependent on Allah. And Allah is the Sovereign authority in an infinitely higher sense. He is in no sense 
dependent on us, but we must honour and revere Him and fear to disobey His Will or His Law. “The fear 
of Allah is the beginning of wisdom.” 

$538. Cf. 6:55, and 7:32, 174, etc, 

$539. The wrongdoers —those who deliberately reject Allah's guidance and break Allah's Law— have put 
themselves out of the region of Allah's mercy, In this they have put themselves outside the pale of the knowledge 
of what is for their own good. In such a case they must suffer the consequences of the personal responsibility 
which flows from the grant of a limited free will, Who can then guide them or help them? 

$540. For Hanff seen. 134 to 2:155. Here “true” is used in the sense in which we say, the magnetic needle 
is true to the north." Those who have been privileged to receive the Truth should never hesitate or swerve, 
but remain constant, as men who know. 
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3541. As turned out from the creative hand of Allah, man is innocent, pure, true, free, inclined to right 
and yirtue, and endued with true understanding about his own position in the Universe and about Allah 
goodness, wisdom, and power (Cf. n, 682 and n. 5360), That is his true nature, just as the nature of a lamb 
is to be gentle and of a horse is to be swift. But man is caught in the meshes of customs, superstitions, selfish 
desires, and false teaching. This may make him pugnacious, unclean, false, slavish, hankering after what & 
wrong or forbidden, and deflected from the love of his fellow-men and the pure worship of the One True 
God (see also 30:41). The problem before spiritual Teachers is to cure this crookedness, and to restore human 
nature to what it should be under the Will of Allah. 


5542. In 9:36, 1 translated al-Din al-gayyim as “straight usage" Here the meaning is wider, as it include 
the whole life, thoughts and desires of man. The “standard Religion,” or the Straight Way is thus contrasied 
with the various human systems that conflict with each other and call themselves separate “religions” or “sects” 
(see verse $2 below). Allah's standard Religion is one, as God is One. 


3543, “Repentance” docs not mean sackcloth and ashes, or putting on a gloomy pessimism, It mean 
giving up disease for health, crookedness (which is abnormal) for the Straight Way, the restoration of our 
nature as Allah created it from the falsity introduced by the enticements of Evil, To revert to the simile of 
the magnetic needle (n. 3540 above), if the needle is held back by obstructions, we must restore its freedom, 
so that it points true again to the magnetic pole. 


3544. A good description of self-satisfied sectarianism as against rea! Religion. See n. $542 above 


3545. Cf 10:12. It is trouble, distress, or adversity that makes men realise their helplessness and turns 
their attention back to the true Source of all goodness and happiness. But when they are shown special Mercy = 
often more than they deserve —they forget themselves and attribute it to their own cleverness, or to the sam 
or to some false ideas to which ‘they pay court and worship, either to the exclusion of Allah or in addition 
to the lip-worship which they pay to Allah, Their action in any case amounts to gross ingratitude; but in the 
circumstances it looks as if they had gone out of their way to show ingratitude. 
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$546. Cf. 16:54. They are welcorne to their fancies and false worship, and to the enjoyment of the pleasures 
of this Life, but they will soon be disillusioned. Then they will realise the true values of the things they neglected 


3547. Their behaviour is exactly as if they were satisfied within themselves that they were entitled or given 
a licence to worship God and Mammon. In fact the whole thing is their own invention or delusion. 


3548. Cf 30°35. In that passage the unreasonable behaviour of men in sorrow and in affluence is considered 
with reference co their attitude to Allah: in distress they turn to Him, but in prosperity they turn to other 
things. Here the contrast in the two situations is considered with reference to men’s inner psychology: in affluence 
they are puffed up and unduly elated, and in adversity they lose all heart. Both attitudes are wrong. In prosperity 
men should realise that it is not their merits that deserve all the Bounty of Allah, but that it is given out 
of Allah's abundant generosity: in adversity they should remember that their suffering is brought on by their 
own folly and sin, and humbly pray for Allah's grace and mercy, in order that they may be set’on their feet 
again. For, as the next verse points out, Allah gives opportunities, gifts, and the good things of life to every 
ene, but in greater or lesser measure. and at some time or other, according to His All-Wise Plan, which is 
the expression of His Holy and benevolent Will (see also 42:48). 


$549. Cf. 28:82 and n. 3412. Also see last note. Allah's grant of certain gifts to some, as well as His 
withholding of certain gifts from others, are themselves Signs (trial or warnings) to men of faith and 
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3550. For Wayh (Face, Countenance), see n. 114 to 2:112, Also see 6:52. 
$551. In both this life and the next. See n. 29 to 2:5. 


$552. Riba’ (literally ‘usury’ or ‘interest’) is prohibited, forthe principle is that any profit which we should 
seck should be through our own exertions and at our own expense, not through exploiting other people or 
at their expense, however we may wrap up the process in the spacious phraseology of high finance or City 
jargon. But we are asked to go beyond this negative precept of avoiding what is wrong. We should show our 
active love for our neighbourhood by spending our own substance or resources or the utilisation of our ows 
talents and opportunities in the service of those who need them. Then our reward or recompense will no 
be merely what we deserve, lt will be multiplied to many times more than our strict account. According to 
Commentators this verse specially applies to those who give to others, whether gifts or services, in order wo 
receive from them greater benefits in return. Such seemingly good acts are void of any merit and deserve no 
reward from Allah since He knows the real intention behind such ostensibly good deeds. (R). 


3553.. Seeking the "Face" or “Countenance” of Allah, s.¢., out of our pure love for the true vision of Allahi 
own Self, See also n. $550. above. 


$554. The personior thing or ideas to which we give part-worship, while our whole and exclusive worship 
is due to Allah, are the “Partners” we set up. Do we owe our existence to them? Do they sustain our being? 
Can they take or give back to us? Certainly not. Then how foolish of us to give them part-worship! 


$555. Cf 10:18 and similar passages. 
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$556, Allah's Creation. was pure and good in itself. All the mischief or corruption was introduced by Evil, 
wt., arrogance, selfishness, etc. See n. $541 to 30:30 above. As soon as the mischief has come in, Allah's mercy 
and goodness step in to stop it. The consequences of Evil must be evil, and this should be shown in such partial 
punishment as ‘the hands of men have earned,” so that it may be a warning for the future and an invitation 
to enter the door .of repentance (see also n. 5360). 


$557. The ultimate object of Allah's justice and punishment is to reclaim man from Evil, and to restore 
him to the pristine purity and innocence in which he was created, The Evil introduced by his possession of 
a limited free will should be eliminated by the education and purification of man's own will. For, with his 
will and motives purified, he is capable of much greater heights than a creature not endowed with any free 
will (Cf 2:6 and $2:13), 


$558. If you contemplate history and past experience (including spiritual experience), you will find that 
evil and corruption tended to destroy themselves, because they had false idols for worship, false standards of 
conduct, and false goals of desire. 


5559. We should recover the balance of what -has been upset by Evil and Falsehood before it is too late. 
For a Day will surely come when crue values will be restored and all falsehood and evil will be destroyed. 
Nothing but repentance and amendment can avert the consequences of Evil, When the Day actually comes, 
repentance will be too late: for the impassable barrier between Evil and Good will have been fixed, and the 
chance of return to Allah's pattern will have been lost. 
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3560. The sharp division will then have been accomplished between the unfortunate ones who rejected 
Truth and Faith and will suffer for their rejection, and the righteous ones who will attain Peace and Salvation 
see next verse. Nove that the state of the Blessed will not merely be a passive state. They will actively cam 
and contribute to their own happiness: “they will spread their couch of repose for themselves” 


3561. Though the repose and bliss will have been won by the righteous by their own efforts, it must not 
be supposed that their own merits were equal to the reward they will earn. What they will get will be due 
to the infinte Grace and Bounty of Allah. 


$562. In form this clause is (there as elsewhere) negative, but it has-@ positive meaning: Allah loves thow 
who have faith and trust in Him, and will, out of His Grace and Bounty, reward them in abundant measure 


5563. The theme of Allah's artistry in the physical and the spiritual world was placed before us above 
in 30-20-27. Then, in verses 28-40, we were shown how man and nature were pure as they came out of the 
hand of Allah, and how we must restore this purity in order to fulfil the Will and Plan of Allah. Now we 
are told how the restorative and purifying agencies were sent by Allah Himself —in both the physical and the 
spiritual world. . 


3564. Cf, 7/57 and n. 1036 and 25:48 and n, 5104. 


3565. In the physical world, the winds not only cool and purify the air, and bring the blessings of rain, 
which fertilises the soil, but they help international commerce and intercourse among men through searayp 
and now by airways. Those who know how to take advantage of these blessings of Allah prosper and rejoice, 
while those who ignore or fail to understand these Signs perish in storms. So in the spiritual world: heralds 
of glad tidings were sent by Allah in the shape of Messengers: those who profited by their Message prospered 
in spiritual gain, and those who ignored or opposed the Clear Sign perished spiritually: see next verse 
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3566. Again the Parable of the Winds is presented from another aspect, both physical and spiritual. In 
the physical world, see their play with the Clouds; how they suck up the moisture from terrestrial water, carry 
it ubout in dark clouds as needed, and break it up with rain as needed, So Allah's wonderful Grace draws 
up men’s spiritual aspirations from the most unlikely places and suspends them as dark mysteries according 
to His Holy Will and Plan; and when His Message reaches the hearts of men even in the smallest fragments, 
how its recipients rejoice, even though before it, they were in utcer despair! 


5567. See last note. 


3568. After the two Parables about the purifying action of the Winds and their fertilising action, we 
now have the Parable of the earth thar dies in winter or drought and lives again in spring or rain, by Allah's 
Grace: so in the spiritual sphere, man may be dead and may live again by the Breath of Allah and His Mercy 
if he will only place himself in Allah's hands. 
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3569. Another Parable from the forces of nature. We saw how the Winds gladdened, vivified, and enriched 
those who utilised them in the right spirit. But a wind might be destructive to tilth in certain circumstances 
so the blessings of Allah may—by the wrongdoers resisting and blaspheming—bring punishment tw the 
ee ree one Pentnmness in ces right episie— in the spirit in which Believers of Allah 
take their misfortunes —the Unbelievers curse and deepen their sin! 


$570. The marvels of Allah's creation can be realised in a general way by every one who has a disposition 
to allow such knowledge to penetrate his mind. But if men, out of perversity, kill the very faculties which 
Allah has given them, how can they then understand? Besides the men who deaden their spiritual sense, there 
are men who may be likened to the deaf, who lack one faculty but to whom an appeal can be made through 
other faculties, such as the sense of sight: but if they turn their backs and refuse to be instructed at all, how 
can the Truth reach them? 4 


S571, See last note. Then there is the case of men about whom the saying holds true, that none are m 
blind as those who will not see. They prefer to stray in the paths of wrong and of sensory pleasures. How can 
they be guided in any way? The only persons who gain by spiritual teaching are those who bring 2 mind w 
it who believe and submit their wills:to Allah's Will. This is the central doctrine of Islam (Cf 45:40). 


3572. What was said before about the people who make Allah's teaching “of none effect” does not meas 
that Evil will defeat Allah. On the contrary, we are asked to contemplate the mysteries of Allah's wisdom with 
another Parable. In our physical life we see how strength is evolved out of weakness and weakness out of strength, 
The helpless babe becomes a lusty man in the pride of manhood, and then sinks to a feeble old age: and 
vyet there is wisdom in all these stages in the Universal Plan. So Allah carries out His Plan in the spiritual 
world “as He wills”. £e., EOE AEN gas an sant Senpenn guaaay iy Enna ana 
can never be frustrated. 
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$573. Whatever the seeming inequalities may be now— when the good appear to be weak and the strong 
seem to oppress —will be removed when the balance will be finally redressed. That will happen in good time — 
indeed so quickly that the Transgressors will be taken by surprise. They were deluded by the fact that what 
they took to be their triumph or their freedom to do what they liked was only a reprieve, a “Term Appointed”, 
in which they could repent and amend and get Allah's Mercy. Failing this, they will then be up against the 
Penalties which they thought they had evaded or defied. 


$574. The men of knowledge and faith knew all along of the true values — of the things of this ephemeral 
life and the things that will endure and face them at the End —unlike the wrongdoers who were content with 
falsehoods and were taken by surprise, like ignorant men, when they faced the Realities. 


3575. It will be no use for those who deliberately rejected the clearest warnings in Allah's Message to 
tay: “Ob we did not realise this!” The excuse will be false, and it would be unreasonable to suppose that they 
would then be asked to seek Grace by repentance. It will then be too late (Cf 16:84). 


$576. Things of the highest moment have been explained in the Qur'in from various points of view, as 
in this SUrah itself. by means of parables and similitudes drawn from nature and from our ordinary daily 
life. But whatever the explanation, however convincing it may be to men who earnestly seek after Truth, those 
who deliberately turn their backs to Truth can find nothing convincing. In their eyes the explanations are 
mere “vain talk" or false arguments. 
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$577. When an attitude of obstinate resistance to Truth is adopted, the natural consequence (by Allabi 
Law) is that the heart and mind get more and more hardened with every act of deliberate rejection. It become 
more and more impervious to the reception of Truth, just as a sealed envelope is unable to receive any further 
letter or message after it is sealed (Cf 2:7 and n. 31, 6:46, and 16:108), a) 
; 

$578, The Prophet of Allah does not slacken in his efforts or feel discouraged because the Unbelieven 
laugh at him or persecute him or even seem to succeed in blocking his Message. He has firm faith, and be 
knows that Allah will finally establish His Truth. He goes on in his divinely entrusted task, with patience and 
nies ny Lame tne agree meesenmattcamnmiaeectimedeiettempenp item nite 
ther, (R). reve ~~ 
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APPENDIX VIII. 


FIRST CONTACT OF ISLAM WITH WORLD MOVEMENTS 


The contemporary Roman and Persian Empires (see $0:2-7 and notes) 


The conflict between the Byzantine Emperor Heraclius and the Persian King Khasrau Parwiz 
(Chosroes I1) is referred to in Sirah 30. (Al Rim). It will therefore be convenient now to review 
very briefly the relations of those two great empires and the way in which they gradually decayed 
before the rising sun of Islam. The story has not only a political significance, ee 
significance in world history. 


2. If we take the Byzantine Empire as a continuation of the Empire that grew out of the 
Roman Republic, the first conflict took place in B.C. 53, when the Consul Crassus (farnous for 
his riches) was defeated in his fight with the Parthians. If we go back further, to the time of the 
Greek City-States, we can refer back to the invasion of Greece by Xerxes in B.C, 480-479 and the 
effective repulse of that invasion by sea and land by the united cooperation of the Greek States. 
The Persian Empire in those days extended to the western (Mediterranean) coast of Asia Minor. 
But as it included the Greek cities of Asia Minor, there was constant intercourse in war and peace 
between Persia and the Hellenic (Greek) world. The cities in Greece proper had their own rivalries 
and jealousies, and Greek cities or parties often invoked the aid of the Great King (Shahinshah 
of Persia) against their opponents. By the Peace of Antalcidas, B,C, 387, Persia became practically 
the suzerain power of Greece. This was under the Achaemenian Dynasty of Persia, 


3. Then came the rise of Macedonia and Alexander's conquest of the Persian Empire (B.C. 
530). This spread the Hellenic influence as far cast as Central Asia, and as far south as Syria 
(including Palestine), Egypt, and Northern Africa generally. Rome in its expansion westwards reached 
the Atlantic, and in its expansion eastwards absorbed the territories of Alexander's successors, 
and became the mistress of all countries with a Mediterranean seacoast, The nations of the Roman 
Empire “insensibly melted away into the Roman name and people” (Gibbon, chap. ii), 


) 4. Meanwhile there were native forces in Persia which asserted themselves and established 
(A.C, 10) the Dynasty of the Arsacids (Ashkanidin), This was mainly the outcome of a revolt against 
Hellenism, and its spearpoint was in Parthia. The Arsacids won back Persia proper, and established 
the western boundary of Persia in a line drawn roughly from the eastern end of the Black Sea 
southwards to the Euphrates at a point northeast of Palmyra. This would include the region of 
the Caucasus (excluding the Black Sea coast) and Armenia and Lower Mesopotamia, in the Persian 
Empire. This was the normal boundary between Persia and the Roman Empire until the Islamic 
Empire wiped out the old Monarchy of Persia and a great part of the Byzantine Empire, and 
annexed Egypt, Palestine, Syria, and gradually Asia Minor, finally extinguishing the whole of the 
Byzantine Empire. 

5. Another stage in Persian history was reached when the Arsacids were overthrown and 
the Sasinians came into power under Ardshir I, A.C. 225. The Sisinian Empire was, in a sense, 
a continuation of the Achaemenian Empire, and was a reaction against the corruptions of the 
Zoroastrian religion which had crept in under the Parthian Dynasty of the Arsacids. But the religious 
teforms were only partial. There was some interaction between Christianity and the Zoroastrian 
teligion. For example, the great mystic Mani, who was a painter as well as a religious leader, founded 
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the sect of Manichacism. He flourished in the reign of Shapiir I (A.C. 241-272) and seems to haw 
preached a form of Gnostic faith, in which Alexandrian philosophy was mixed with Christian 
doctrine and the old Persian belief in the dual principle! of Good and Evil. The Sasanians failed 
to purify religion and only adhered to fire-worship in arrogance, luxury, sensuality, and monopoly 
of power and privilege, which it is the office of Religion to denounce and root out. That office 
was peritemed by Islam. 


a 
6. When the seat of the Roman Empire was transferred to Constantinople (Byzantium) 
in the time of Constantine (A.C. $30), the conflict between Rome and Persia became more and 
more frequent. The true Peninsula of Arabia was never conquered either by Rome or by 
although its outlying parts were absorbed in either the one or the other at various times: It 
interesting to notice that the Roman Emperor Philip (A.C. 244-249) was a born Arab and 
the architecture of the Nabataeans in the city of Petra and in al Hijr shows a mixture of 
Greek, Egyptian, and indigenous Arab cultures. ee) 


7. Arabia received the cultural influences of Persia and the Byzantine Empire, but wa 

a silent spectator of their conflicts until Islam was brought into the main currents of world politica. 
i 

8. The Yemen coast of Arabia, which was easily accessible by sea to Persia, was the battle 
ground between the Persian Enipire and the Abyssinian Empire just across the Red Sea. Abys 
and Arabia had bad cultural and political relations for many centuries. Amharic, the ruling 
of Abyssinia, is closely allied with Arabic, and the Amharic people went as colonists and conqu 
from Arabia through Yemen. Shortly before the birth of the Holy Prophet, Abyssinia had been 
in 6ccupation of Yemen for some time, having displaced a Jewish dynasty. The Abyssinians profesed 
the Christian religion, and although their Church was doctrinally separate from the Byzantine 
Church, there was a great deal of sympathy between the Byzantines and the Abyssinians on account 
of their common Christian religion. One of the Abyssinian viceroys in Yemen was Abrahah, who 
conceived the design of destroying the Temple at Makkah. He led an expedition, in which elephants 
formed a conspicuous feature, to invade Makkah and destroy the Ka’bah. He met a di 
repulse, which is referred to in the Qur'an (Stirah 105). This event was in the year of the 
birth, and marks the beginning of the great conflict which enabled Arabia eventually 2 a 
a leading place among the nations of the world. The year usually given for the Prophet's birth 
is 570 AC., though the date must be taken as only approximate, being the middle figure between 
569 and 571, the extreme possible limits. The Abyssinians having been overthrown, the Persians 
were established in Yemen, and their power lasted there until about the 7th year of the Hijrah 
(approximately 628 A.C.), when Yemen accepted Islam. 


9. The outstanding event in Byzantine history in the 6th century was the reign of Join 
(527-565) and in Persian history the reign of Anawshirwian (531-579), Justinian is well-known for 
his great victories in Africa, and for, the great, Digest-he, made of Roman Law:and Jurispmden 
In spite of the scandalous life of his queen Theodora, he occupies an honourable place in the 
history of the Roman Empire. Anawshirwan is known in Persian history as the “Just King’, They 
were contemporary rulers for a period of 34 years. In their time the Roman and Persian 
were in close contact during peace and war. Anawshirwan just missed being adopted by the Romas 
Emperor. If the adoption had come off, he would have become one of the claimants to the Byzantine 
throne. He invaded Syria and destroyed the important Christian city of Antioch in 540-541. t 
was only the able defence of Belisarius, the Roman general, which saved the Roman Empire from 
further disasters in the east. On the other hand the Turanian Avars, driven in front of the Turks, 
had begun the invasion of Constantinople from the western side. Justinian made an alliance 
the Abyssinians as a Christian nation, and the Abyssinians and the Persians came to confli 
Yemen. Thus world conditions were hemming in Arabia on all sides, It was Islam that not . 
saved Arabia but enabled it to expand and to play a prominent part in world history after the 
annihilation of the Persian Empire and the partial destruction of the Byzantine Empire _ 
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»» 40. The sixth century of the Christian era and the first half of the seventh century were 
indeed a marvellous period in the world's history. Great events and transformations were taking 
place throughout the then known world. We have referred to the Roman Empire and the Persian 
Empire which dominated the civilised portions of Europe, Africa and Western Asia. The only 
two other countries of note in history in those days were India and China. In India there was 
the glorious period of Harsha Vardhana (606-647 A.C), in which art, science, and literature 
flourished, political power was on a healthy basis, and religious enquiry was bringing India and 

into closer relationship, The famous Chinese Buddhist traveller Yuang-Chwang (or Yuang- 

or Hsuan-Isang) performed his pious pilgrimage to India in 629.645. In China, the glorious 
Tang Dynasty was established in 618, The Chinese art of that Dynasty led the world. In political 
power, China extended from the Pacific in the east to the Persian Gulf on the west, There was 
nity and peace, and China — hitherto more or less isolated — received ambassadors from Persia, 
Constantinople, Magadha, and Nepal, in 643. But all this pomp and glitter had in it the seeds 
of decay. Persia and Byzantium collapsed in the next generation. India was in chaos after Harsha's 
death. The Chinese Empire could not long remain free from the “Barbarians”; the Great Wall, 
begun in the the third century B.C., was soon to be out of date. By about 683 the Khitans from 
the northwest and the Tibetans from the south were molesting China. The Germans, the Goths 
and the Vandals were pressing further and further into the Roman Empire. From Asia, the Avars 
and the Turks were pressing both on the Romans and the Persians, and sometimes playing off 
the one against the other. The simpler and less sophisticated nations, with their ruder but more 
genuine virtues, were gaining ground. Into all that welter came the Message of Islam, to show 
up, as by galvanic action, the false from the truth, the empty from the eternal, the decrepit and 


inh from the vigorous and pure, The ground of History was being prepared for the New Birth 


ren. AnawshTrwan was succeeded on the Persian throne by an unworthy son Hurmuz (579-590). 
‘it not been for the talents of his able General Bahram, his Empire would have been rained 
the invasions of the Turks on one side and the Romans on the other. Eventually Bahram rebelled, 
and Hurmuz was deposed and killed. His son Khusraw Parwiz (Chosroes Il) took refuge with the 
ntine Emperor Maurice, who practically adopted him as a son and restored him to the Persian 
me with Roman arms. Khusraw reigned over Persia from 590 to 628 It was to him that the 
oly Prophet addressed one of his letters, inviting him to Islam towards the end of his life. It 
isnot certain whether the letter was actually delivered to him or to his successor, as it is not easy 


“12, In Arabic and Persian records the term Kisri refers usually to Khusraw Parwiz (Chosroes 
sometimes to Khusraw Anawshirwin (Chosroes I), while the term Khusraw is usually treated 
meric —as the title of the Kings of Persia generally. But this is by no means always the case. 
Kiri” is an Arabic form of “Khusraw”. The name of Anawshirwin has been shortened from 
the time of Firdawsi onwards to Niishirwin. The Pehlevi form is Anoshek-ruw4n, “of immortal soul”. 


18. The Roman Emperor Maurice (582-602) had a mutiny in his army, and his capital 
qevolted against him. The army chose a simple centurion called Phocas as Emperor and executed 
‘Maurice himself. The usurper Phocas ruled from 602 to 610, but his tyranny soon disgusted the 
mpire. Heraclius, the governor (exarch) of a distant province in Africa, raised the standard of 

on ,, and his young son, also called Heraclius, was sent to Constantinople to depose Phocas 


M4. Khsraw ParwTe, called himself the son of the Emperor, Maurice. During his refuge 
antinople he had married a Byzantine wife. In Nizimi's Romance she is known as Maryam. 
According to some historians she was a daughter of the Emperor Maurice, but Gibbon throws 
‘doubt on that relationship. In any case, he used the resources of the Persian Empire to fight the 
+ Phocas. He invaded the Byzantine Empire in 603. The war between the Persians and 
became a national war and continued after the fall of Phocas in 610, The Persians 
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had sweeping victories, and conquered Aleppo, Antioch, and the chief Syrian cities, including 
Damascus in 611. Jerusalem fell to their arms in 614-615, just 8 to 7 years before the sacred Hijrah. 
The city was burnt and pillaged, the Christians were massacred, the churches were burnt, the 
burial place of Christ was itself insulted, and many relics, including the “true Cross’ on which 
the Christians believed that Christ had been crucified, were carried away to Persia. The priests 
of the Persian religion celebrated an exultant triumph over the priests of Christ. In this pillage 
and massacre the Persians were assisted by crowds of Jews, who were discontented with the Christian 
domination, and the Pagan Arabs to whom any opportunity of plunder and destruction was in 
itself welcome. It is probably this striking event — this victory of the Persians over the Roman Empire- 
which is referred to in Sirah 30 (Al Rim) of the Qur'an. The Pagan Arabs naturally sided with 
the Persians in their destructive zeal, and thought that the destruction of the Christian power 
of Rome would also mean a setback to the Message of the Prophet, the true successor of Jesus, 
For our Holy Prophet had already begun his mission and the promulgation of Allah's Revelation 
in A.C. 610. While the whole world believed that the Roman Empire was being killed by Persia, 
it was revealed to him that the Persian victory was short-lived and that within a period of a few 
years the Romans would conquer again and deal a deadly blow to the Persians. The Pagan Arabs, 
who were then persecuting the Holy Prophet in Makkah, hoped that their persecution would destroy 
the Holy Prophet's new Revelation. In fact both their persecution and the deadly blows aimed 
by the Persians and the Romans at cach other were instruments in Allah's hands for producing 
those conditions which made Islam thrive and increase until it became the predominant power 
in the world. 


15. The Persian flood of conquest did not stop with the conquest of Jerusalem. It went 
on to Egypt, which was also conquered and annexed to the Persian Empire in 616. The Persian 
occupation reached as far as Tripoli in North Africa, At the same time another Persian army 
ravaged Asia Minor and reached right up to the gates of Constantinople. Not only the Jews and 
Pagan Arabs, but the various Christian sects which had been persecuted as heretics by the Romans, 
joined in the fray and helped the Persians, The condition of Heraclius became indeed pitiable. 
With all these calamities, he had to deal with the Avars who were attacking from the other side 
of Constantinople, which was practically in a state of siege. Famine and pestilence added to the 
horrors of the situation, 


16. In these desperate circumstances Heraclius conceived a brilliant plan. He knew that 
the Persians were weak in sea-power. He used his sea-power to attack them in the rear in 622 
(the year of the Hijrah), He transported his army by sea through the Aegean Sea to the bay just 
south of the Taurus Mountains. He fought a decisive battle with the Persians at Issus, in the same 
plain in which Alexander the Great had defeated the Persians of his day in his famous march 
to Syria and Egypt. The Persians were taken by surprise and routed. But they had still a lange 
force in Asia Minor, which they could have brought into play against the Romans if Heraclius 
had not made another and equally unexpected dash by sea from the north. He returned © 
Constantinople by sea, made a treaty with the Avars, and with their help kept the Persians at 
bay around the capital. Then he led three campaigns, in 623, 624 and 625, along the southern 
shore of the Black Sea and took the Persians again in the rear in the region round Trebizond 
and Kars, Through Armenia, he penetrated into Persia and got into Mesopotamia. He was now 
in a position to strike at the very heart of the Persian Empire. A decisive battle was fought on 
the Tigris near the city of Mosul in December 627. Before this battle, however, he had taken care 
to get the alliance of the Turks and with their help to relieve Constantinople in 626 against the 
Persians and the treacherous Avars who had then joined the Persians. 


17. Heraclius celebrated his triumph in Constantinople in March 628. Peace was then made 
between the two Empires on the basis of the status quo ante. Heraclius, in pursuance of a vow 
he had made, went south in the autumn to Emessa (Himis) and from there marched on foot 
Jerusalem to celebrate his victories, and restore to its place the Holy Cross which had been carried 
away by the Persians and was returned to the Emperor as a condition of peace. Heraclius’s route 
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was strewn with costly carpets, and he thought that the final deliverance had come for his people 
and his empire. Either on the way, or in Jerusalem, he met a messenger from the Holy Prophet, 
carrying a letter inviting him to the True Faith as renewed in the living Messenger of the age. 
He apparently received the message with courtesy. But he did not realise the full import of the 
new World which was being shaped according to Allah's plans, and the future that was opening 
through the new Revelation. Perhaps in his heart he felt impressed by the story which he had 
heard from the Arabs about the Holy Prophet. but the apparent grandeur of his empire and the 
pride of his people prevented him from openly accepting the renewed Message of Allah. He caused 
a search to be made for any Arab who was sufficiently acquainted with the Prophet to tell him 
something about him. Abi Sufyin was then trading in a caravan in Syria. He was a cousin of 
the Prophet, and belonged to the Umayyah branch of the family. He was sent for to Jerusalem 
(Aclia Capitolina). 


18. When Abt Sufyan was called to the presence of Heraclius, the Emperor questioned 
him closely about this new Prophet. Abt Sufyiin himself was at that time outside Islam and really 
an enemy of the Prophet and his Message. Yet the story he told—of the cruth and sincerity of 
the Holy Prophet, of the way in which the poor and the lowly flocked to him, of the wonderful 
increase of his power and spiritual influence, and the way in which people who had once received 
the Light never got disillusioned or went back to their life of ignorance, and above all the integrity 
with which he kept all his covenants—made a favourable impression on the mind of Heraclius. 
That story is told in dramatic detail by al Bukhari and other Arabian writers. 


19. The relations of the Persian Monarch with Islam were different. He — either Khusraw 
Parwiz or his successor — received the Holy Prophet's messenger with contumely and tore up his 
letter. “So will his kingdom be torn up,” said the Holy Prophet when the news reached him. The 
Persian Monarch ordered his Governor in Yemen to go and arrest the man who had so far forgotten 
himself as to address the grandson of Anawshirwan on equal terms, When the Persian Governor 
tried to carry out his Monarch’s command, the result was quite different from what the great 
Persian King of Kings had expected, His agent accepted the truth of Islam, and Yemen was lost 
a a province to the Persian Empire and became a portion of the new Muslim State. Khusraw 
Parwix died in February 628. He had been deposed and imprisoned by his‘own cruel and undutiful 
son, who reigned only for a year and a half. There were nine candidates for the Persian throne 
in the remaining four years. Anarchy reigned supreme in the Sasanian Empire, until the dynasty 
‘was extinguished by the Muslim victory at the battle of Madiin in 637. The great and glorious 
Persian monarchy, full of pride and ambition, came to an ignominious end, and a new chapter 
opened for Persia under the banner of Islam, 


20. The Roman Empire itself began to shrink gradually, losing its territory, not to Persia, 
bat to the new Muslirn Power which absorbed both the ancient Empires. This Power arose in 
its vigour to proclaim a new and purified creed to the whole world. Already in the last seven 
years of Heraclius’s reign (635-642) several of the provinces nearest to Arabia had been annexed 
to the Muslim Empire. The Muslim Empire continued to spread on, in Asia Minor to the north 
and Egypt to the south. The Eastern Roman Empire became a mere shadow with a small bit 
of territory round its capital. Constantinople eventually surrendered to the Muslims in 1455. 


21. That was the real end of the Roman Empire, But in the wonderful century in which 
the Prophet lived, another momentous Revolution was taking place. The Roman Pontificate of 
Gregory the Great (590-604) was creating a new Christianity as the old Christianity of the East 
was slowly dying out. The Patriarch of Constantinople had claimed to be the Universal Bishop, 
with jurisdiction over all the other bishops of Christendom. This had been silently but gradually 
questioned by the Popes of Rome, They had been building up a liturgy, a church organisation 
and a body of discipline for the clergy, different from those of the Holy Orthodox Church, They 
had been extending their spiritual authority in the Barbarian provinces of Gaul and Spain, They 
had been amassing estates and endowments. They had been accumulating secular authority in 
their own hands. Pope Gregory the Great converted the Anglo-Saxon invaders of Great Britain 
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to his form of Christianity. He protected Italy from the ravages of the Franks and Lombards and 
raised the See of Rome to the position of a Power which exercised ample jurisdiction over the 
Western world. He was preparing the way for the time when one of his successors would crown 
under his authority the Frankish Charlemagne as Emperor of Rome and of the West (A.C. 800), 
and another of his successors would finally break away from the Orthodox Church of Constantinople 
in 1054 by the Pope's excommunication of the Patriarch of Constantinople and the Greeks. (See 
the last paragraph in Appendix V.) 





References: Among Western writers, the chief authority is Gibbon's Decline and Fall of the 
Roman Empire: mainly chapters 40-42, and 45-46; I have given references to other chapters in 
the body of this Appendix: his delineation of the characters of Heraclius and Chosroes II is brief 
but masterly. L. Drapeyron’s French monograph, L’Empereur Heracttus (Paris, 1869) throws further 
light on an interesting personality. A.J. Butler's Amb Conquest of Egypt (Oxford, 1902) givesa 
good account of Heraclius. The famous French dramatist Corneille has left a play of Heraclius, 
but it turns more on an intricate and imaginary plot in the early life of Heraclius than on the 
character of Heraclius as Emperor, Nizam, in his Khusraw-o-Shirin (571 A.H,/1175-66 A.C) 
makes a reference at the end of his Romance to the Holy Prophet's letter to the Persian King, 
and does attempt in the course of the Romance a picture of the King’s character. He is a on 
of wild Prince Hal before he comes to the throne. Shirin is an Armenian princess in love with 
Khusraw; she marries Khusraw after the death of his first wife Maryam, daughter of the Roman 
Emperor, and mother of the undutiful son who killed Khusraw and seized his throne. Among 
the other Eastern writers, we find a detailed description of the interview of Abi Sufyan in Bukhiris 
Sahth (book on the beginning of Inspiration): the notes in the excellent English translation of 
Muhammad Asad (Leopold Weiss) are helpful, Tabari’s History is as usual valuable, Mirkhond) 
(Khawind-Shiah’) Rawdat al Safa’ (translated by Rehatsek) will give English readers a summary 
(at second hand) of the various Arabic authorities. Mawlina Shibli's otherwise excellent Simi al 
Nabfis in this respect disappointing. Mawlina Zafar ‘AlT's Ghalaba-t-Rim (Urdu, Lahore, 1926) 
is interesting for its comments. 


A note on the Persian capitals may be interesting. So long as Persia was under the influence 
of the Semitic Elamites, the chief residence of the rulers was at Siisa, near the modern Dizful, 
about 50 miles northeast of Shustar. In the Medic or Median period (say B.C. 700 to 550) the 
capital was, as we should expect, in the highlands of Media, in Ecbatana, the site of the moder 
city of Hamadin, 180 miles west of modern Tihran. Ecbatana remained even in Sasanian time 
the summer capital of Persia. With the Achaemenians (B.C. 550 to $30) we come to a period 
of full national and imperial life. Siisa was the chief Achaemenian capital from the time of Darius 
I onwards, though Persepolis (Istakhr) in the mountain region near modern Shiraz, and about 
40 miles northeast of Shiraz, was used as the city of royal burial. Alexander himself, as Ruler 
in Persia, died in Babylon. Later when the centre of gravity moved north and northeast, other 
sites were selected. The Arsacids (Ashk@nuain) or Parthians were a tribal power, fitly called in Arabic 
mulisk al Tawa'tf, and had probably no fixed or centralised capital. The Sisdnian took overa 
site where there were a number of cities. among which were Ctesiphon and Seleucia on 
banks of the river Tigris, This site is about 45 miles north of the old site of Babylon and 25 mile 
below the later city of Baghdad. Cresiphon and Seleucia were Greek cities founded by one of 
Alexander's successors. Seleucia being named after Seleucus. 


This complex of seven cities was afterwards called by the Arabic name of MadWin (“the Cities’), 
The Takht-i-Kisra (or Arch of Ctesiphon) still stands in a ruinous condition on this site. This seem 
to have been the chief capital of the Sasanians at the Arab conquest, which may be dated cither 
from the battle of Qadistyah or that of Madiin (both fought in 637 A.C.), after which Pemia 
which then included ‘Iraq came into the Muslim Empire. The ‘Abbasi Empire built 
for its capital under Mansiir in 762 A-C. When that Empire was broken up in 1258 A.C., there 
was some confusion for two centuries, Then a national Persian Empire, the Safawi (1499/17% 
A.C.) arose, and Shah Salim established his capita) in the northwest corner in Tabriz. Shah ‘Abbis 
the Great (1587/1628 A.C.) had his capital at the more central city of Ispah’n (or Isfahan). After 
the Safawi dynasty confusion reigned again for about four decades, when the Afghans wert in 
the ascendant. When the Qachar (or Qajar) dynasty (1795/1925 A.C.) was firmly established under 
Agha Muhammad Khan. Tihriin (Tehran), near the Caspian, where his family originated, became 
the capital, and it still remains the capital under modern day Iran. 
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a APPENDIX IX. 
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_ COMPARATIVE CHRONOLOGY OF THE EARLY YEARS OF ISLAM 
baa (See paragraphs 8 and 11 of Appendix VIII.) 


The dates after the Hijrah, when given according to the Arabian Calendar, can usually 
be calculated exactly according to other Calendars, but it is not possible to synchronise exactly 
the earliest dates of the Arabian Calendar with the dates of the Christian Calendar, and for two 
reasons. In the first place, there seems to have been some discrepancy between the Calendars in 
Madinah and in Makkah. In the second place, the Arabian Calendar was roughly luni-solar, before 
the years of the Farewell Pilgrimage (Dhu al Hijjah, 10 A.H./March 652 A.C.). The Pagan Arabs 
were in the habit of counting months by the appearance of the moon, but irregularly intercalating 
a month once in about three years to bring the calendar up into conformity with the seasons. 
They did not do it on any astronomical calculations or on any system, but just as it suited their 
own selfish purposes, thus often upsetting all the old-established conventions about the months 
of peace and security from war and thus getting an unfair advantage for the clique in power in 
Makkah over their enemies (see my n. 1295 to 9:36). Unless exact mathematical calculations are 
applied and reduced to a well-established system, there is apt to be confusion, and this can well 
be taken advantage of by arbitrary cliques in power. After the Prophet's adoption of the purely 
lunar calendar for ecclesiastical purposes, there is no confusion. Every date after A.H. 10 is exactly 
convertible into a corresponding date in any other accurate calendar. Wustenfeld’s and other 
Comparative Tables of Muslim and Christian dates may therefore be relied upon for dates after 
A.H. 10, but much caution is necessary in synchronisation for earlier dates. 


Mawlana Shibli, in his Strat al Nabi, Vol. 1, p. 124 (edition of 1536 A.H./1918 A.C.), adopts 
for the Prophet's Birthday the date 20th April 571 A.C.., following Mahmtd Pasha. They go on 
the basis of an astronomical event, the total eclipse of the sun that was visible in Madinah on 
the day that the Prophet's son [brahim was taken to the mercy of Allah. But there is no agreement 
among the authorities as to the exact date either by the Christian or the Arabian Calendar. Shibli, 
following Mahmid Pasha, takes the date of the eclipse to be the 7th November 632 A.C. Muir 
(Life, ed. 1928, p, 429), assumes some date in June or July 631 A.C. L. Caetani (Chronographica 
Islamica, A.H. 10) gives the date of the eclipse as 4th or 5th July 631 A.C., which he synchronises 
with the 28th or 29th of Rabi’ al Awwal, A.H. 10, but he quotes authorities for the death of 
Ibrahim as on the 16th June 631 A.C., synchronising it with the 10th of Rabi’ al Awwal A.H. 10 
There is something wrong here. as the death and the eclipse occurred on the same day. Al 
Wagid! gives the month as Rabi’ al Awwal, AH. 10, and gives [brahim a life of 15 months 
But if AbG Dawid and al Bayhagi are correct, Ibrahim lived only 2 months and 10 days, and 
as his date of birth is given in Dhu al Hijjah A.H. 8, the date of death according to these authorities 
would be in Rabi’ al Awwal, AH. 9. On a review of all the authorities I feel inclined to accept the 
date of the eclipse and death of Ibrahim as 28th or 29th of Rabi’ al Awwal AH.10/4th 
or 5th July 631 A.C. But this cannot be asserted with certainty. The French work of reference, 
Lart de verifier les dates, Paris 1818 A.C. (Vol. I, p. $10), gives the date of the solar eclipse as 
the 5rd of August 631 A.C., 2:30 PM. and according to the system adopted in that book, the 
corresponding Hijrah date would be the 28th Rabi al Akhir, A.H. 2. 


Even if this particular date was certain and exact, a certain amount of uncertainty remains 
in counting dates backwards. Most authorities assume a purely lunar year of 354 days for working 
backwards. Probably the Muslims in Madinah counted in this way even before the lunar year 
was fixed exactly in A.H. 10. But the mass of Pagan Arabs in Makkah and elsewhere probably 
were al) the time intercalating a month roughly once in three years, as has been stated before, 
until their power was utterly destroyed by the conquest of Makkah; and therefore precise exactitude 
in pre-Conquest date or in the counting of people's ages in years before 8-10 A.H. is unattainable. 
See a note on this subject in Margoliouth’s Life of the Prophet (p. 19 of the Srd edition) and 
in Muir's Life (p. 10 of the 1925 edition). 
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The date of the actual Hijrah as given in Caetani may be accepted as Sept.-Oct, 622 AC, 
being in the month of Rabi’ al Awwal. If the ninth of that month would be accepted as the date 
of departure from the cave of Thawr, the best synchronised date would be the 22nd of September 
622 A.C. But as the first month of the Arab year was (and is) Muharram, the Hijrah year 1 is 
counted as beginning on the 15th or 16th July 622 A.C, (= 1 Muharram A.H. 1). The formal 
adoption of the Hijrah era in official documents date from the Khilafah of “Umar— from the year 
17-18 A.H. according to al Tabari. 


Sir Wolseley Haig's Comparative Tables of Muhammadan and Christian Dates (London, 
Luzac, 1932), gives in a handy form three comparative Tables which enable the synchronisation 
of Hijrah years from A.H. | to A.H, 1421. The main table for these years was printed earlier 
at the end of S. Haim's New English-Persian Dictionary, Tehran, 1931 A.C. The exact title of 
Wustenfeld’s German Tables is: Wustenfeld-Mahler, Vergleichungs-Tabellen, Leipzig, 1926 AC 
(2nd edition). 
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me INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 31—LUQMAN 


_ The argument of the Final End of Things is here continued from another point of view. 

What is Wisdom? Where shall it be found? Will it solve the mysteries of Time and Nature, and 
that world higher than physical Nature, which brings us nearer to Allah? “Yes,” is the answer: 
in the advice of Lugman the Wise, human wisdom looks to Allah in true worship, ennobles 

every act of life with true kindness, but avoids the false indulgence that infringes the divine law— 
and in short follows the golden mean of virtue.” And this is indicated by every Sign in nature. 


~ ~The ‘chronology of this Surah has no significance. In the main, it belongs to the late Makkan 
period. ' 


Summary —The earnest seekers after righteousness receive guidance, unlike the seekers after 
, who perish: all Creation bears witness to this: Wisdom, as expounded by Luqm4n the Wise, 
{tue service to Allah, and consists in moderation (31:1-19, and C. 183). 


~ ‘True Wisdom is firm and enduring, and discerns Allah's Law in the working of His Creation: 
it looks to the Final End of Things, whose mystery is only known to Allah (81:20-84, and GC. 184). 


es C. 183. —What is the Book of Wisdom? It is 

(31:1-19.) A Guide and a Mercy to men, and teaches 
Them how to attain Bliss. Allah's Mercies 
Are infinite: how can man deny them? 

4. Luqm4n the Wise taught grateful worship 

Of the One True God, and the service of men. 

: Beginning with Parents; every good deed 
G 4 Is known to Allah and is brought to account. 
Sens So walk in the Golden Mean, and serve 


ye _ Him with constancy and firmness of purpose. 
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Strah 31. 
lapel Baie Dalal 
In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, ~: BAN ‘ei ‘ 
Most Merciful. Rpteasos t= 
1, Alif Lam flim.” DO 
2. These are Verses eee 4 peep re ce 
Of the Wise Book—*** pe SH STH als { 
3. A Guide and a Mercy J “egweses- Z3 
To the Doers of Good—*3"! Aneel) 4 AP D9 SAD 9) 
4. Those who establish regular AGA ies oo Fe oh 
Prayer, a aul 0) 
And give regular Charity, e- bese 
And have (in their hearts) waa Opes 
The assurance of the ve ha, hgS chi 
Hereafter.**** Oreos wil 
5. These are on (true) guidance*** ‘d Soca ass 
From their Lord; and these ‘ _ ® 
Are th ho will : All 
re the ones who will prosper. ee Liles di 
6. Mut there are, among men, cA < 84 ei rf 
hose who purchase idle tales,*>** dots wo 0) 
» Without knowledge (or meaning), si * 
To mislead (men) from the Path y seeded e ded 
Of Allah and throw ridicule "ead 7 < Ger © oe by 
(On the Path): for such \yeletanrs Z o pw al 
There will be a humiliating » Ap cry 7 4 
‘Penalty. ongerlic obalgs 





$579. See n. 25 to 2:1 and Introduction to S. $0. 


$580. This Sirah relates to Wisdom and the Qur'an is appropriately called the Wise Book, or the Book 
of Wisdom. In verse 12 below there is a reference to Luqman the Wise. “Wise” in this sense (Hakim) means 
not only a man versed in knowledge human and divine, but one carrying out in practical conduct (4amal} 
the right course in life to the utmost of his power. His knowledge is correct and practical, but not necessarily 
complete: for no man is perfect. Such an ideal involves the conception of a man of heroic action as well 
of deep and workman-like knowledge of nature and human nature—not merely dreams or speculation. That 
ideal was fulfilled in a most remarkable degree in the Holy Prophet, and in the sacred Book which was revealed 
through him. “The Wise Book” (a! Kit@b al Hakim) is one of the titles of the Qur'an. 


3581. A guide to all, and, to those who accept its guidance, a source of mercy leading them to Salvation, 


$582. The righteous are distinguished here by three marks, which are summed up in the phrase “doen 
of good”, vtz.: (1) they yearn towards Allah in duty, love and prayer, (2) they love and serve their fellow-men 
in charity, (3) they win peace and rest for themselves in the assured hope of the Future, 


$583. They get the blessings because they submit their will to Allah's Will and receive His guidance, They 
will do well in this life (from the highest standpoint) and will reach their true Goal in the Future. 


$584. Life is taken seriously by men who realise the issues that hang upon it, But there are men ofa 
frivolous turn of mind who prefer idle tales to true Realities and they are justly rebuked here. In the time 
of the Holy Prophet there was a pagan Nadr ibn al H&rith who preferred Persian romance to the Mesage 
of Allah, and turned away ignorant men from the preaching of Allah's Word, 
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7, When Our Signs are rehearsed (galls ot Satis ate By ro) 


To such a one, he turns**** 


Away in arrogance, as if Hee J waéate? 4 
He heard them not, as if Vans peblgnns eso 
_ There were deafness in both f At be 2“ 
His ears: announce to him ad Nl Aaze nts 
A grievous Penalty. 
8. For those who believe 4 (9A OF ae {7 
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There will be Gardens te ate Ke: “a . K a 
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9. To dwell therein. The promise er Rimeneren pes Cp 
' -Of Allah is true: and He toe Hes 
i 3586 : she 
Is Exalted in powes aoe Wise. ray "ys \yms 
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Can see; He set ot 7 {- Thal AT ait 
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Should shake. with you; alo thee 
And He scattered through it FO ees res 
_ Beasts of all kinds.*** eke Zigalt sl s5\, 
We send down rain*®**° Je FT -wes 
From the sky, and produce SS] Youd 
On the earth every kind “ Liter 
Of noble creature, in pairs.*** so ge» 





_ $585. Such men behave as if they had heard nothing of serious import, or laugh at serious teaching 
The loss will be their own. They will miss the higher things of life and be left out of Allah's blessings. Ignorance 
and arrogance are in most cases the causes of their fall, 


$586. He is Exalted in power, and can carry out His Will, and nothing can stop the carrying out of His 
promise, He is also infinitely Wise: His promise is therefore full of meaning: it is not merely without purpose; 
it has a place in the Universal Plan. 


$587. Cf. 13:2 and m. 1800. 
$588. Cf. 16:15 and n. 2038. 
$589. Cf. 2:164 and n. 166. 


$590, Note the change of the pronoun at this stage in the verse. Before this, Allah was spoken of in the 
thitd person. “He, and the acts of Creation referred to were acts that, in the main, were completed when 
the universe as we see it came into being, though its slow age-long evolution continues. After this, Allah speaks 
in the first person ‘We'—the plural of honour, as explained before (see n. 56 to 2:38); and the processes spoken 
of are those that go on continually before us, as in the case of rain and the growth of the vegetable kingdom. 
In some way the creation of the heavens and the earth and animal life on it may be considered impersonal 
toman, while che processes of rain and vegetation may be considered in special personal relationship to him. 


» $591. I think that sex life in plants is referred to, asin 15:3, where see n, 1804, though the pairs here 
may refer to animals also, “Noble” (karim) may refer to the more beneficent plants and trees (and animals), 
which Allah has created for man's use. 


ll. Such is the Creation of Allah; Ph 672% 4%" 
Now show Me*!** what is there 3G A3E \ ie 
That others besides Him Cp 4 Se ee 
Have created; nay, but AD 2 NIC oe Ob 
The Transgressors are BFW A | Gee 
In manifest error. Sat Pe Sissel 

SECTION 2. 

12. We bestowed (in the past) ef ctr + oat ee 
Wisdom on Luqman:'*"* a Lele addy 
“Show (thy) gratitude to Allah.” Te ath a 
Any who is (so) grateful a Sia 
Does so to the profit adil oe 38 am Oo (7 od one 
Of his own soul; but if deal SS R43 

. Any is ungrateful, verily**** ‘ Pa rae 
Allah is free of all wants, ee GE atlop Duy 
Worthy of all praise. . 

18. Behold, Luqman said®*** Ape eaced o 
fh his son by-way Of sVo—t Jbl) 
Instruction: “O my son! yy) SRS E> 9d Lobe 
Join not in worship ath i cs Cor Adan Ay 
(Others) with Allah: for bo apgey at bale 
False worship is indeed ibe be) 2) 5 
The highest wrongdoing.” ug oF 

14. And We have enjoined on man rah (aN 1 tee 
(To be good) to his parents: 4 eos yllie ® 
In travail upon travail 2 46 ber cone eo 
Did his mother bear him, careless Barer 





$592. The transition from "We" in the last verse to “Me” in this verse means a still more personal relation 
to Allah; (see n. 56 to 2:38): as we are now asked about the true worship of Allah, as against the false worhip 
of others besides Allah. 


5593. The sage Luqm&’n, after whom this Sirah is called, belongs to Arab tradition. Very little is known 
of his life. He is usually associated with a long life, and his title is Muammar (the long-lived). He is refered 
by some to the age of the “Ad people, for whom see n. 1040 to 7:65. He is the type of perfect wisdom. kk 
is said that he belonged to a humble station in life, being a slave or a carpenter, and that he refused worldly 
power and a kingdom. Many instructive apologues are credited to him, similar to Aesop's Fables in Greek 
tradition. The identification of Luqmin and Aesop has no historical foundation, though it is true that the 
traditions about them influenced each other. 


3594. Cf. 14:8, The basis of moral Law is man's own good. and not any benefit to Allah. for Allah: 
above all needs, and “worthy of all praise”; xe, even in praising Him, we do not advance His glory Whe 
we obey His Will, we bring our position into conformity with our own nature as made by Him 4 


$595. Lugmiin is held up as a pattern of wisdom, because he realised the best in a wise life in this world, 
as based upon the highest Hope in the inner life. To him, as in Islam, true human wisdom is also divine widwem 
the two cannot be separated. The beginning of all wisdom, therefore, is conformity with the Will of Alab 
(31:12), That means that we must understand our relations to Him and worship Him aright (51:15), Thee 
we must be good to mankind, beginning with our own parents (91:14), For che two duties are not divene, 
but one. Where they appear to conflict, there is something wrong with the human will (see n. $597), 








‘Sirah $1: Lugman 





-- 


at 


W. 
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~ To Me and to thy 


parents: 
To Me is (thy final) Goal. 


_ “But if they strive?” 
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The way of those who 
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Of all that ye did.” 


. “O my son!” (said Luqman),**°° 
“If there be (but) the weight 


Of a mustard seed and 


It were (hidden) in a rock,** 
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$596. The set of milk teeth in a human child is completed at the age of two years, which is therefore 
the natural extreme limit for breast-feeding. In our artificial life the duration is much less (Cf 2:255). 


$597. Where the duty to man conflicts with the duty to Allah, it means that there is something wrong 
with the human will, and we should obey Allah rather than man. But even here, it does not mean that we 
thould be arrogant or insolent. To parents and those in authority, we must be kind, considerate, and courteous, 
even where they command things which we should not do and therefore disobedience becomes our highest duty. 

The worship of things other than Allah is the worship of false things, things which are alien to our true 
knowledge, things that go against our own pure nature as created by Allah. 

$598. In any apparent conflict of duties our standard should be Allah's Will, as declared to us by His 
‘qmmand. That is the way of those who love Allah and their motive in disobedience to parents or human 
a alirapianccapeengues ee be, Gk ie comnts af 2) san vane prebaghananegnen but love of 


. which means the true love of man in the highest sense of the word. And the reason we should give 


Sh woes anik t have to viturn to Allah: therefore net only must I follow Allah's Will, but you must command 
—, Allah’s will” 


’ _ 3599. These conflicts may appear to us strange and puzzling in this life, But in Allah's Presence we shall 
we their real meaning and significance. It may be that that was one way in which our true mettle could be 
tented for it is not easy to disobey and love man at the same time. 


$600. Verses 14.15 are not the direct speech of Luqmiin but flow by way of commentary on his teaching. 
‘He was speaking as a father to his son, and he could not very well urge respect for himself and draw the sons 
“giention to the limitations of that obedience. These verses may be supposed to be general directions flowing 
‘from Laqmiin's teaching to men, and not directed to his son, though in either case, as Lugman received wisdom 
chigaga it is divine principles that are enunciated. 


3601. The mustard seed is proverbially a small, minute thing, panvehaedesbeetadishiaieatancaatathesii 
‘wAllah. Further emphasis is laid by supposing the mustard seed. to be hidden beneath a rock or in the cleft 
sta rock, or to be lost in the spaciousness of the earth or the heavens. To, Allah everything is known, and 
He will bring it forth: #e,, take account of it, 
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Or (anywhere) in the heavens or 
On earth. Allah will bring it 
Forth: for Allah understands**®* 
The finer mysteries, (and) 

Is well-acquainted (with them). 
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In (the conduct of) affairs. 
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18. “And swell not thy cheek** kee 
(For pride) at men, we Nie et Y ® 
Nor walk in insolence ele gow ee 
Through the earth: lays lsusb 
For Allah loveth not $s, Wb ou 
Any arrogant boaster. ? yy St ESV ALIS) 


19. “And be moderate 
In thy pace, and lower*** 
Thy voice; for the harshest 
Of sounds without doubt 
Is the braying of the ass.” 


7 igs ol giams) Atine vo ieteee 
Sb peep rately Ata sist & 
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C. 184. —True Wisdom sees Allah's boundless Bounties 
(31:20-34.) To man, and how all nature is made 
To serve man’s ends. It is due from us 
To know our place, discern the limits 
Of our knowledge, and see how far above us 
Is Allah's Wisdom, and His Law. Let us not 
Deceive ourselves. The end of all things 
Will come, but the When and the How are known 
To Allah alone, to Whom be all Praise! 


$602. For Lafif as a title applied to Allah, see n. 2844 to 22:63. 


$603. The word “cheek” in English, too, means arrogance or effrontery, with a slightly different shade 
added, wiz,: effrontery from one in an inferior position to one in a superior position. The Arabic usage is 
wider, and includes smug self-satisfaction and a sense of lofty superiority. ij 


$604. The “Golden Mean” is the pivot of the philosophy of Luqman as it is the philosophy of Aristotle 
and indeed of Islam. And it flows naturally from a true understanding of our relation to Allah and His univene 
and to our fellow-creatures, especially man. In all things be moderate. Do not go the pace, and, do not sand 
stationary or slow. Do not be talkative and do not be silent. Do not be loud and do not be timid or half-hearted. 
Do not be too confident, and do not be cowed down. If you have patience, it is to give you constancy and 
determination, that you may bravely carry on the struggle of life. If you have humility, it is to save you from 
unseemly swagger, not to curb your right spirit and your reasoned determination. 
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‘ia ye not see 

"Phat Allah has subjected? 

_ To your (use) all things 

In the heavens and on earth, 
And has made His bounties 
Flow to you in exceeding 
Measure, (both) seen and 
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© Yet there are among m 
f. Those who dispute ase Allah, 
~ Without knowledge and without 
Guidance, and without a Book***’ 
To enlighten them! 


ad When they are told to follow 

‘The (Revelation) that Allah 
Has sent down, they say: 
“Nay, we shall follow 

The ways that we found 
"Our fathers (following)."***" 
~ What! even if it is 
_ Satan beckoning them 

To the Penalty 

Of the (Blazing) Fire? 


2. BMhoever submits 
___ His whole self to Allah, 
And is a doer of good, 
Has grasped indeed 
___ The most trustworthy handhold;*** 
And with Allah rests the End? 
. And Decision of (all) affairs. 


na them, as they reject Faith and Revelation. 


leading to perdition. 


. Cf. 2:256 and n. $01. 
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$605. Allah's Creation is independent of man. But Allah, in His infinte mercy, has given man the faculty 
fo subdue the forces of nature and to penetrate through high mysteries with his powers of reason and insight. 
‘But this is not merely a question of power. For in His Universal Plan, all are safeguarded. But man’s destiny, 
hadi can see, is noble to the highest degree (Cf 45:13). 
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$607. Such men lack knowledge, as they make no use of their intellects but are swayed by their passions; 
guidance, as they are impatient of control; and the fruits of revelation, or spiritual insight, do not 


3608. They do not realise that in the spiritual world, as in the physical world, there is constant progress 
c live ones: they are spiritually dead, as they are content to stand on ancestral ways, many of them evil, 


$610. Cf. 22:41. Everything goes back to Allah. He is our final Goal, as He is the final Goal of all things. 
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3611. The man of God should not grieve because peaple reject Faith. Me should do his duty dnd baw 
the rest io Allah Every soul unt return to Alieh for to reckoning Allah knows everything end He 
Univeral Plan is fll of sisciom, 


Miz Cy 2186 The respie in che Life uw of short deraton The ultimate Penalsy of Evil ue sect an conse 
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3613 Cf. 23:84-89, and 89-6) and n. $493. Men will acknowledge that Allah created che beavers and 
the earth, and yer fall to undentand the love and goodness of Allah in continuing to cherish and saints 
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29, Seest thou not that 
- Allah merges Night into Day**"* 
_. And He merges Day into Night; 
'. That He has subjected the sun 
And the moon (to His Law), 
_ Each running its course 
For a term appointed; and 
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$616. Words of Allah: His wonderful Signs and Commandments are infinite and cannot bé expressed 
if all the trees were made into pens, and all the wide Ocean, multiplied, seven times, were made into ink. 
Any Book of His Revelation would deal with matters which man can understand and use in his life: there 
are mysteries beyond mysteries that man can never fathom. Nor would any praise that we could write with 
infinite resources be adequate to describe His power, glory, and wisdom, 


$617. Allah's greatness and infinitude are such that He can create and cherish not only a-whole mass, 
but each individual soul, and He can follow its history and doings unril the final Judgement. This shows not 
only Allah’s glory and omniscience and omnipotence: it also shows the value of each individual soul in His 
eye, and lifts individual responsibility right up into relations with Him. 


3618. Cf. 22:61 and n. 2841, Even when we can form a conception of Allah's infinitude by His dealings 
_ with each individual in His Creation as in verse 28 above, it is still inadequate. What is an individual himself? 
What is his relation to the universal Laws of Allah? In outer nature we can see that there is no clear-cut line 
between night and day: each merges into the other Yet the sun and the moon obey definite laws. Though 
they seem to go on forever. Yet their existence and duration themselves are but an atom in Allah's great universe. 
How much more “merging” and imperceptible gradation there is in the inner and spiritual world? Our actions 
themselves cannot be classified and ticketed and labelled when examined in relation to motives and circumstances. 
Yet they are like an open book before Allah. 


$619. Cf 22°62 and nn. 2842 and 2848. All the wonderful complexities, gradations, and nuances, that 
we find in Creation, are yet blended in one harmonious whole, that obeys Law and exemplifies Order. They 
therefore point to the OneTrue God. He is the only Eternal Reality. Anything put up in competition or equality 
with Him is only Falsehood, for He is higher and greater than anything we can imagine (R). 
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3620, Even the things that man makes are, as using the forces of Nature, evidence of the grace of Allah, 
Who has subdued these wonderful forces to the use of man. But this gift of mastery can only be undersood 
and appreciated by constant perseverance, combined with a recognition of the divine gifts (“giving thanks’), 
Sabbar is an intensive form of sabr and I have indicated it by the adverb “constantly”. 


$621, Cf. 7:29. Unlike the people mentioned in the last verse, who constantly seek Allah's help and give 
thanks for His mercies by using them aright and doing their duty, there is a class of men whose worship is 
merely inspired by terror. When they are in physical danger—the only kind of danger they appreciate—eg., 
in a storm at sea, they genuinely think of Allah. But once the danger is past, they become indifferent or wih 
to appear good while dallying with evil. See next verse, 


3622. They halt between two opinions. They are not against good, but they will not eschew evil, They 
are a contrast to those who “constantly persevere and give thanks”. But such an attitude amounts really © 
"perfidious ingratitude’. 


$625. On the Day of Reckoning no one can help another. The most loving father cannot help his son 
or be a substitute for him,.and uce versa, Each will have his own personal responsibilities, 





Sirah 31: Lugqman 1043 GB Baa 


Is true: let not then rok ed 2 ae ss 
This present life deceive you, iasyoS pen ese 
Nor let the Chief Deceiver**** I iA s7Br fer 
- Deceive you about Allah. ep sh ates 
¥ 
34. Verily the knowledge “244 
Of the Hour is erode abl) Cp 
With Allah (alone). 42% ait Sioa <4 
It is He Who sends down 5 321i 
Rain, and He Who knows Pd 
What is in the wombs." ANS 
Nor does anyone know PS a Coe 
What it is that he will Z Urb gASky 
Earn on the morrow;*** rs ee 25 \515 
Nor does anyone know “i BAR 
‘. de het OS ee 
re Sulriss 
. sites oh 6% 
Is full knowledge and He Spe male alg 


Is acquainted (with all things).**?’ 





5624. The Chief Deceiver is the Power of Evil. It may make us forget that Time is fleeting and delude 
ws by suggesting that the Reckoning may not come, whereas it is certain to come, because Allah's promise 
is true. We must not play with Time nor be deceived by appearances. The Day may come today or tomorrow 
or when we least expect it (Cf 55:5). 


5625. The question of Knowledge or Mystery governs both clauses here, wz.; Rain and Wombs. In fact 
it governs all the five things mentioned in this verse: uz. (1) The Hour; (2) Rain; (5) the Birth of a new Life 
(Wombs); (4) cur Physical Life from day to day; (5) our Death. See n. 3627 below. As regards Rain we are 
mked to contemplate how and when it is sent down, The moisture may be sucked up by the sun's heat in 
the Arabian Sea or the Red Sea or the Indian Ocean near East Africa, or in the Lake Region in Central Africa. 
The winds drive it hither and thither across thousands of miles, or it may be, only short distances. “The wind 
bloweth where it listeth.” No doubt it obeys certain physical Laws established by Allah, but how these Laws 
are interlocked, one with another! Meteorology, gravity, hydrostatics and dynamics, climatology, hygrometry, 
and a dozen other sciences are involved, and no man can completely master all of them, and yet this relates 
to only one of the millions of facts in physical nature, which are governed by Allah's Knowledge and Law. 
The whole vegetable kingdom is primarily affected by Rain. The mention of Wombs brings in the mystery 
of animal life, embryology, sex, and a thousand other things. Who can tell —to take man alone — whether 
the child conceived is male or female, how long it will remain in the womb, whether it will be born alive, 
what sort of new individual it will be—a blessing or a curse to its parents, or to Society? 


3626. “Earn” here, as elsewhere, means not only “earn one’s livelihood” in a physical sense but also to 
teap the consequences (good or ill) of one’s conduct generally. The whole sentence practically means: “no 
man knows what the morrow may bring forth.” 


$627. See the five Mysteries summed up in n. 3625 above. The Argument is about the mystery of Time 
and Knowledge. We are supposed to know things in ordinary life. But what does that knowledge amount to 
in reality? Only a superficial acquaintance with things. And Time is even more uncertain. In the case of rain, 
which causes vegetable life to spring up, or in the case of new animal life, can we answer with precision questions 
u to When or How or Wherefore? So about questions of our life from day two day or of our death. These 
are great Mysteries, and full knowledge is with Allah only, How much more so in the case of the Ma Gd, che 
Final House, when all true values will be restored and the balance redresed? It is certain, but the When and 
the How are known to Allah alone. 
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INTRODUCTION TO SURAH $2—AL SA/DAH 


This short Stirah closes the series of four Alif, Lim, Mim Siirahs, which began with the 
29th. Its theme is the mystery of Creation, the mystery of Time and the mystery of the Ma@d 
(the Final End) as viewed through the light of Allah's revelation. The contemplation of these mysteries 
should lead to Faith and the adoration of Allah. In chronology it belongs to the middle Makkan 
period and is therefore a little earlier than the last, but its chronology has no significance. 


Summary—The mystery of Creation, the mystery of Time, and the mystery of the End of 
Thing? Als Slee know!l yy éiternal symbols to man: Revelation brings faith and humble adoration, 
and is a blessing like Rain, which brings life to dead soil ($2;1-30, and C. 185). 


C. 185, —How can Unbelievers realise the Mystery 

(32:1-30,.) Of Revelation? They do not even 
See the marvel and Mystery of Time 
And Allah's Creation, and how they were themselves 
Created! If they could but see how the End 
Will shape itself—how the Good will be sorted out 
From Evil! The two are not equal in Goal. 
Clear are the Signs and the Revelation of Allah— 
In nature, history, and the Message of His living 
Prophets. If they learn not now, alas! 
It will be too late when Time's wings are furled. 
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3628. See 1:25 to 2:1, and Introduction to S. 30. 


3629. By the ume of Prophet the earlier Book of Revelation had been corrupted by human 
ignorance or selfishness or fraud, or misinterpreted or lost altogether. There were sects violently disputing 
with each other as to their true meaning. Such doubts had to be set at rest and they were set at rest by the 
revelation of the Qur'an. The Quranic inspiration came directly from Allah, the Lord of the Worlds, and 
did not consist merely of human conjecture or a reconstructed philosophy, in which there is always room for 


doubt or dispute. Cf. also 2:2. 


3630. The force of “or” (am in Arabic) is that the only alternative to the acceptance of the Book as a 
divine revelation is the supposition that it was 4 forgery by the Prophet. But this supposition is absurd on 
the face of it because (1) Quraygh. his critics, knew him to be an honest and truthful man: (Z) he was 
unlettered, and such a Book would have been beyond his powers as a simple unlettered Arab, unless Allah 
inspired it; and (5) there was a definite reason for its coming as it did, because the Arabs had received no 
Mesmenger before him and Allah has sent Messengers to every nation. 


3631. The Arabs very much needed guidance for themselves, and the advent of a World Prophet through 
them was what might have been expected in view of the past course of Allah's Revelations 


3632. Six Days: see n. 1031, to 7:54. The “Day” does not mean a day as we reckon it, wz: one apparent 
course of the sun round the earth, for it refers to conditions which began before the earth and the sun were 
created. In verse 5 below, a Day is compared to a thousand years of our reckoning, and in 70:4 tw 50,000 
years. These figures “as we reckon” have no relation to “timeless Time”, and must be taken to mean very long 
Periods, or Ages, or Acons. See further 41:9-12, and notes. 
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3653. Cf. 10:3, n. 1386. Allah created the World as we see it in six great Stages. But after the initial 
creation, He is still in authority and directs and controls all affairs. He has not delegated His powers to others, 
and Himself retired. Also see 7:54. 


3634. How could the immense mystery of Time behind our ideas of it be enforced on our minds better? 
Our Day may be a thousand or fifty thousand years, and our years in proportion. In the immense Past was 
Allah's act of creation: it still continues, for He guides, rules, and controls all affairs: and in the immense 
Future all affairs will go up to Him, for He will be the Judge, and His restoration of all values will be asa 
Day or an Hour or the Twinkling of an cye; and yet to our idea it will be a thousand years! 


3635. Allah's attributes, then, may be summed up with reference to knowledge, Power, and Mercy. Where 
our knowledge is partial and uncertain, His is complete and certain. Where our power often falls short of 
the carrying out of our will, or needs the help of Time, His is complete and counters ours with His Will. 
Where our mercy seems to be bounded by or opposed to justice, His is absolute and unconditioned. i 


$636. Allah's creation in itself is good; it is beautiful in proper proportions, and adapted for the functions 
it has to perform, There is no evil or disorder in it, Such evil or disorder as creeps in is due to man’s will 
(as far as the world of man is concerned), and spiritual Teaching is directed to train and cure that will and 
bring it into conformity with the Universal Order and Plan, 


3637, Man is asked to contemplate his own humble beginning. His material body (apart from life) is 
a piece of earth or clay, which is another term for primeval matter. Matter is therefore the first stage, but 
even matter was not self-created. It was created by Allah. 
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$658. Then comes life and the reproduction of life. We are still looking at the purely physcial aspect, 
but it is now a stage higher; it is an animal. Its reproduction is through the sperm or semen, which is a quintesence 
‘of every part of the body of man. Yet it issues from the same part of his body as the urine, and is therefore 
despicable in man’s sight. It is a living cell or cells, summing up so much ancestral life-history. Cf. 25:12, 
and n. 2872. 


5659. The third stage is indicated by “fashioned him in due proportion” Cf. 15:29. After the fertilisation 

of the ovum by the sperm, an individual life comes into existence, and it is gradually fashioned into shape; 
its limbs are formed; its animal life begins to function; all the beautiful adaptations come into play. The fourth 
‘stage here mentioned is that of distinctive Man, into whom Allah's spirit is breathed, Then he rises higher 
than animals. 
3640. As a complete man he gets the higher faculties, The five animal senses ! understand to be included 
‘in the third stage, But in the fourth stage he rises higher and is addressed in the second person, “you,” instead 
of the third person “him” He has now the spiritual counterpart of hearing (i.e, the capacity to hear Allah's 
Message) and seeing (i.¢., the inner vision), and feeling the nobler heights of love and understanding the bearings 
of the inner life (both typified by the Heart). Yer with all these gifts. what thanks does unregenerate or corrupted 
man give to Allah? (Cf 28:12-14 and $2:7-9) 


$641. Cf. 13:5, It has been the cry of Materialists and Sceptics through the ages not only to bound their 


horizon with this brief life, but to deny dogmatically that there can be a future life, Mere “they” refers to 


those “who give little thanks” to Allah, mentioned in the last verse, The argument used against them ix: if 
Allah can produce such a wonderful creation the first ume, why can He not make it again? That points to 
the possibility: our own general inner hope and expectation of a future life, coupled with Faith in Allah's 
work, is the ground of our certainty, (R). 


S642. If death is certain, as it is, and this life by itself in no way satisfies our instincts and expectations, 
we may be sure that the agency which separates our sou) from our bodies will bring us into the new world. 


‘If we believe in a soul at all—the very foundation of Religion—we must believe in a Future, without which 


the soul has no meaning. 


Stirah 32: Al Sajdah 


SECTION 2. 
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12. Ve only thou couldst see 


When the guilty ones 

Will bend low their heads 
Before their Lord, (saying:) 
“Our Lord! We have seen 
And we have heard:**** 
Now then send us back 
(To the world): we will 
Work righteousness: for we 
Do indeed (now) believe.” 


13. If We had so willed,**** 


We could certainly have 
brought 

Every soul its true guidance: 

But the Word from Me**** 

Will come true, “I will 

Fill Hell with Jinns 

And men all together.” 
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$643. In life on the new plane, there will be no room for deception or self-deception. The most hardened 
sinner will see the truth and the justice of the Day of Account, He will wish he could be sent back, but it 
will be too late. The world as we know it will have already passed away. 


3644, Could evil have been averted? Certainly everything is in Allah's power, If it had been His Will and 
Plan, He could have created a world in which there would have been no choice or will im any of His creatures, 
But that was not His Will and Plan. In the world as we see it, man has a certain amount of choice and free 
will, That being so, He has provided Signs and means of instruction for man, in order that man’s will may 
be straight and pure. A necessary corollary will be Punishment for the infractions of His Law. That Punishment 
must come to pass, for Allah’s Word is true and must be fulfilled (Cf n. 30 and n. 5557). 


3645. Cf 1:119, n. 1623, and 7:18, and see last note. Jinns are the evil spirits that tempt men, and the 
men who will suffer punishment will be those who have succumbed to their temptations. 


$646. Cf. n. 1029-to 7:51. Forget” here is in the sense of “to ignore deliberately, to reject with scom 
In the sense of mistake or defect of knowledge it is inapplicable to the All-Perfect Being, for we are exprealy 
told, “My Lord never errs, nor forgets”: 20:52. 


Sirah $2; Al Sajdah 1049 Wea las 
Fall down in adoration,**” 7 SA6Cr FERS Be 
And celebrate the praises Aas pemay lou > 
Of their Lord, nor are they AD Ean Geke 2 oe 
(Ever) puffed up with pride. aS SITS 455 

16. Their limbs do forsake’ Late neh bm Gi7P7 
Their beds of sleep, the while erladlye agermlas hp 
They call on their Lord, Glesamtiec gee ae 
In Fear and Hope:*** nm bey la 93 eames 
Aerie gata’ SF ORO LEO 2 A 

ut 0 “sustenance whic ‘ass asa holo 9 
__ We have bestowed on them. Pant | co. 
17. Now no person knows woe WT 
_ What delights of the eye?**° : earl ay “4 
Are kept hidden (in reserve) Rs Pree Kee IL 
For them—as a reward ye raged 
} shratihGhe wer 
For their (good) Deeds. 5a i 14 Cie 
18. Js then the man SPrmns 
Who believes no better CESK al & 
Than the man who is © Lo nett CE 
- Rebellious and wicked?***! GOS 
Not equal are they. gue “5 
19. For those who believe . Motroae | ae - 
And do righteous deeds, US ANU ARN yall ay 
Are Gardens as hospitable**** th cenrhbrte AAHE Medes One 
Homes, for their (good) deeds. Slam h Ypeslall oe we 
20. As to those who are My ph is bose Gece, 
Rebellious and wicked, their JU ress : | yeas cel Lly {op 
abode 





3647. In adoration: Suzjadan, or in a posture of prostration, expressive of deep humility and faith. This 
isthe keyword of the Sirah, which bears the title of Al Sajda@h. All the Signs of Allah lead our thoughts upwards 
towards Him, and when they are expounded, our attitude should be ane of humble gratitude to Allah. Ac 

‘this passage it is usual to make a prostration. (R). 


3648. Juntib: sides, on which men sleep and turn in their sleep: I have translated this “limbs” for shortness. 
Holy men and women “breathless with adoration” shun soft, comfortable beds, and luxurious sleep. Their 
limbs are better exercised in offices of devotion and prayer, especially by night. Commentators specially refer 
this to Prayers called Tahazjud, which are offered after midnight in the small hours of the morning, in twelve 
Rak as, 


3649. Jn Fear and Hope: in spiritual fear lest their dedication to Allah should not be sufficiently worthy 
to be accepted, and a spiritual longing or hope that their shortcomings will be overlooked by the Mercy of 
Allah. And their adoration isnot shown only in Prayer, but also in practical Service and Charity, out of whatever 
gifts they may have received from Allah. 


$650. Delights of the eye: an idiom for that which pleases most and gives most satisfaction, In aur present 
state we can scarcely imagine the real Bliss that will come to us in the Future. 


$651. The Future of the two classes—the Blessed and the Wicked —is described in verses 19-22. 


$652. A home brings before our minds a picture of peace and happiness. When to it are added honour 
and hospitality, it adds further to the idea of happiness. 
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S653. Cf. 22:22. Just as the Garden is a type of Bliss, so is the Fire a type of Penalty and suffering. Thee _ 
will be no getting away from it. What will be the thoughts of those who had earned it? “We used t rept 
the idea of the Consequences as mere chimera: and now we find it to be true!” What will be their feeling 
then? How will they like it! | 


3654. The final Penalty is to come in the Hereafter. There is no doubt about it. But before it come, 
a minor Penalty comes in this very life. It may be in some kind of misfortune, or it may be in the pangrel 
a tortured conscience or secret sorrow. But this minor Penalty may be really a mercy, as it gives them a chance 
of repentance and amendment, 
’ it 
$655. The worst and most hardened sinner is the man to whom Allah's Signs are actually brought hame 
and who yet prefers Evil and turns away from the Light of Allah. The Signs may be in the words and guidance 
of a great Teacher or in some minor sorrow or warning, which he disregards with contumely. Or it mayphe 
a catastrophic blow to his conscience, which should open his eyes, but from which he deliberately refuses © 
profit. The penalty-——the Nemesis—must necessarily come eventually. | 


3656. The Book is not here co-extensive with Revelation. Moses had, revealed to him, a Law, a shariah, 
which was to guide his people in all the practical affairs of their life Jesus, after him, was also inspired by 
Allah: but his /njil or Gospel contained only general principles and not a Code or sharfah. The Holy Prophet 
was the next one to fave a shariah or “Book” in that sense: for the Qur’’n contains both a Code and general 
principles. This SGrah is a Makkan Sirah. The Code came later in Madinah. But he is given the assurance 
that he will also have a Code, to supersede the earlier Law, and complete the Revelation of Allah 


3657. Its reaching (thee): liga tht, Commentators differ as to the construction of the pronoun Ai, whe 
may be translated either “its” or “his” I construr it to refer to “the Book”, raheem: 
meaning, as explained in the last note, | 
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$658. The series of Judges, Prophets, and Kings in Israel continued to give good guidance, in accordance 
with Allah's Law, as long as the people continued in Faith and Constancy (persevering patience). When that 
condition ceased, Allah's grace was withdrawn and the people broke up into wrangling sects and practically 
suffered national annihilation. 


5659. These wrangles and disputes among them will continue until the Day of Judgement, but meantime 
anew Ummah (that of Islam) will arise and take its place, with a universal and unified Message for mankind. 


_ 3660. If a nation gone astray could only learn from the history of earlier nations that were destroyed 
for their evil! They could see vestiges of them in their daily goings to and fro: the Jews could see vestiges of 
the Philistines, Amalekites, etc. in Palestine, and the pagan Arabs, of the ‘Ad and Thamid in Arabia. 

tv . 

$661. Listens fe, listen to the warnings conveyed in Allah's Signs. Notice how naturally the cransition 
i effected from the physical to the spiritual—from the ruined physical vestiges of ungodly nations on this 
earth to the more intangible signs conveyed by History and Revelation. Here the sense of Hearing is mentioned, 
doth in its physical and its metaphysical or spiritual aspect. In the next verse the sense of Sight is mentioned 
in both aspects. 


$662. Again, as in the last verse, there is an easy transition from the physical to the spiritual In physical 
nature there may be parched soil, which is to all intents and purposes dead. Allah sends rain, and the dead 
‘oil is converted into living land producing rich crops of fodder and corn, nuts and fruits, to satisfy the hunger 
‘of man and beast. So in the spiritual world. The dead man is revivified by Allah's grace and mercy through 
His Revelation. He becomes not only an asset to himself but to his dependents and those around him: 
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Are telling the truth?” 
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Of Decision, no profit 
Will it be to Unbelievers 
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A respite.” 


So turn away from them, 
And wait: they too**** 
Are waiting. 
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3663. The verse begins with “do they not see?" (a wa lam yaraw), a physical act. [t ends with “have they 
not the wtson?" (afala yubstrun), a matter of spiritual insight. This is parallel to the two kinds of “hearing” 
or “listening”, explained in.n, 3661 above. 


3664, The Unbelievers may say: “If all this which you say is true, tell us when this final restoration of 
Realities, Life and true Values will come about.” The answer is: “If you mean that you will postpone yur 
repentance and reform tll then, it will be no use: it will be too late for repentance, and no respite will be 


granted then; this is the Respite, and this is your chance.” 


3665, Read 6:158 and n, 984 as commentary on this. There it is said to the Unbelievers; Wait yer we 
tog are waiting |’ Here the Righteous one is told: “Wait (thou); they too are waiting.” The reversal of the onler 
is appropriate: in cach case the person (or persons) addressed is mentioned first. C/. also 7:7). 
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INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 3$83—AL AHZAB 


The series of mystic SGrahs beginning with S. 26 having been closed with the last Sirah, 
we now come back to the hard facts of this life. Two questions are mainly considered here, vir. , 
(1) the attempt by violence and brute force to crush the truth, and (2) the attempt by slander 
or unseemly conduct, to poison the relations of women with men. 


As regards the first, the story of Al Ahzab or the Confederates, who tried to surround and 
annihilate the Muslim community in MadYnah, is full of underhand intrigues on the part of such 
diverse enemies as the Pagan Quraysh, the Jews (Banii al Nadir) who had been already expelled 
from Madinah for their treachery, the Ghatfin tribe of Bedouin Arabs from the interior, and 
the Jewish tribe of Bani Qurayzah in Madinah. This was the unholy Confederacy against Islam, 
But though they caused a great deal of anxiety and suffering to the beleaguered Muslims, Islam 
came triumphantly out of the trial and became more firmly established than ever. 


The Quraysh in Makkah had tried all sorts of persecution, boycott, insult, and bodily injuries 
to the Muslims, leading co their partial hijrah to Abyssinia and their Hijrah as a body to Madinah. 
The first armed conflict between them and the Muslims took place at Badr in Ramadiin A.H. 
2, when the Quraysh were signally defeated. (See n. 352 to 3:13), Next year (Shawwal A.H. 3) 
they came to take revenge on Madinah. The battle was fought at Uhud, and though the Muslims 
suffered severely, Madinah was saved and the Makkans had to return to Makkah with their object 
frustrated. Then they began to make a network of intrigues and alliances, and besieged Madinah 
with a force of 10,000 men in Shawwal and Dhu al Qa'dah A.H. 5. This is the siege of the Confederates 
referred to in $3:9-27, which lasted over two weeks: some accounts give 27 days. It caused much 
suffering, from hunger, cold, an unceasing shower of arrows, and constant general or concentrated 
assaults. But it ended in the discomfiture of the Confederates, and established Islam firmer than 
ever. It was a well-organised and formidable attack, but the Muslims had made preparations to 
meet it. One of the preparations, which took the enemy by surprise, was the Trench (Khandaq) 
dug round Madinah by the Prophet's order and under the supervision of Salman the Persian. 
The siege and battle are therefore known as the Battle of the Trench or the Battle of the Confederates. 


As regards the position and dignity of the ladies of the Prophet's Household and the Muslim 
women generally, salutary principles are laid down to safeguard their homes and protect them 
from slander and insult. The ladies of the Household interested themselves in social work and 
work of instruction for the Muslim women, and Muslim women were being trained more and 
more in community service. Two of them (the two Zaynabs) devoted themselves to the poor, The 
nursing of the wounded on or by the battlefield was specially necessary in those days of warfare. 
The Prophet's daughter Fatimah, then aged about 19 to 20, lovingly nursed her father’s wounds 
at Uhud (A.H. 3): Rufaydah nursed Sa‘d ibn Mu‘adh's wounds at the Siege of Madinah by the 
Confederates (A.H. 5): and in the Khaybar expedition (A.H. 7) Muslim women went out from 
Madinah for nursing service. 


A portion of this Surah sums up the lessons of the Battle of the Trench and must have 
been revealed some time after that Battle (Shawwal A.H. 5). The marriage with Zaynab referred 
to in verse 37 also took place in the same year. Some portions (¢.g., verse 27, see n. 3705) were 
probably revealed in A.H. 7 after the Khaybar settlement. 


Summary—The pagan customs in human relationships should be abandoned, and men 
and women should be held in honour according to natural relationships and spiritual positions 
($3:1-8, and C, 186). 


The Battle of the Trench and its lessons: hypocrites and their fears; Truth and noble examples 
to be followed (33:9-27, and C. 187). 


Intro. to Surah $3 1054 


High position and seemly conduct for the Prophet's wives: unhappy marriages (like Zaynabs) 
a ee Prophet's wives to be treated kindly and gently (35:28-52, 
and C. 188). 


Respect due to Prophet and his family: rae So PARSE OR EON NT 
words and your responsibilities ($5;53-75, and C, 189). nl 
C. 186.—The issue of all things depends » 
(33:1-8.) On Allah alone: we must put our trust 
On Him as the Guardian of all things, both great 
_ And small; call things by their right names. an | 
If false relationships by custom or superstition ‘ 
Do harm to: menor women, shun them. — , 
The spiritual Guide is more than Father: _ “| 
The ladies of his household are Mothers uf | 
To the Believers-in rank, dignity, and duty. 
The Guide will have to give an account 
In the Hereafter, and how the Truth was received 
Which he was charged to proclaim to men. 
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® Prophet! Fear Allah, 
And hearken not 

To the Unbelievers*** 
And the Hypocrites: 
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Of knowledge and wisdom. | a ach Cr an) 
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... From thy Lord; for Allah ae oe us 
Is well acquainted’*” KS SASL KIS) 
__ With (all) that ye do. 
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_~--In Allah, and enough is "A sad 
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As a Disposer of affairs, IG a 2 
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or any man two hearts**** ae 
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5666. The fifth year A.H. was a critical year in the external history of early Islam, and this Surah must 
be read in the light of the events that then took place. As explained in che Introdaction, the Grand Confederacy 
against Islam came and invested MadYnah and failed utterly, It consisted of the Makkan Unbclievers, the desert 


Arabs of Central Arabia, the Jews previously expelled for treachery from Madinah, the Jews remaining in 
Madinah, and the Hypocrites led by ‘Abd Allah ibn Ubayy, who have already been described in 9:45-110. 
Their bond of union was the common hatred of Islam and it snapped under the reverses they met. It is important 
to note three points. (1) The Jews as a body now lost their last chance of bearing the standard of Islam: the 
bes of them had already accepted the renewal of Allah's Message. (2) A definite status was given to the Prophet's 
household, after the slander on ‘Aishah had been stilled (24:11-26), and the true position of the Mothers 
of the Believers had been cleared. (3) A further exposition of the purity of sexual relations was given, based 
on the story of Zaynab, the “Mother of the Poor” These points will be referred to in later notes. 


5667, In the most adverse circumstances, in the midst of the assaults of Evil, the plots of treason and 
hypocrisy, the darts of slander and false charges, and stupid superstitions and taboos, the Prophet of Allah 
should steer his course steadily according to Allah's Law and not fear human evil, in whatever form it appears. 
Men may misjudge, but Allah knows all. Men may try to overthrow Good, but Wisdom is with Allah. (R). 


3668. We must wholly crust Allah: He is the true and efficient Guardian of all interests. Cf 4-81, and n. 600. 


$669. Two hearts mm his (one) breast: two inconsistent attitudes: such as serving Allah and Mammon; 
or subscribing to both Truth and Superstition; or hypocritically pretending one thing and intending another. 
Such a thing is against Allah's Law and Will. Apart from the condemnation of general hypocrisy, two pagan 
customs of the Times of Ignorance are mentioned, and their iniquity pointed out. See the notes 3670 and 
S671. Nor can a man love two women with equal love; hence the injustice of marrying more than one wife: 
see the second clause in 4:3, (R). 
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$670. This was an evil Arab custom, by which the husband selfishly deprived hit wife of her conjugal 
rights and_yet kept her to himself like a slave without her being free to remarry. He pronounced words importing 
that she was like his mother. After that she could not demand conjugal rights but was not free from his control 
and could nor contract another marriage. See also 58:1-5, where this is condemned in the strongest term 
and punishment is promised for ic, A man sometimes said such words in a fit of anger: they did not aflec 
him, but they degraded her position, ‘ 


3671. If aman, called another's son “his son”, it might.create complications with natural and normal 
relationships if taken too literally, It is pointed out that it is only in men’s mouths, and should not be taken 
literally, The truth is the truth and cannot be altered by men’s adopting “sons”. "Adoption" in the techn 
cal sense is not allowed in Muslim Law. Those who have been “wives of your sons proceeding from your 
loins” are within the Prohibited Degrees of marriage; 4:23; but this does not apply to “adopted” sons. 


$672. Freedmen were often called after their master's name as the ‘son of so and so’. When they were 
slaves, perhaps their fathers’ names were lost altogether. It is more-correct to speak of them as the Maul 
of so and so, But Mawia in Arabic might also imply a close relationship of friendship: in that case, took 
is better to use the right term instead of the term “son. “Brother” is not objectionable because “ Brotherhood” 
is used in a wider sense than “fatherhood”, and is not likely to be misunderstood. 


3673. What is aimed at is to destroy the superstition of erecting false relationships to the detriment o 
loss of true blood relations: It is not intended to penalise an unintentional slip in the matter, and indced een 
if a man deliberacely calls another his son or father, who is not his son or father, out of politeness or affection, 
“Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful’. It is the action of mischievous parties which is chiefly reprehended, 
if they intend false insinuations. A mere mistake on their part does not matter, (R). o 
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$674. In spiritual relationships the Prophet is entitled to more respect and consideration than blood: 
relations. The Believers should follow him rather than their fathers or mothers or brothers, where there is 
conflict of duties. He is even nearer—closer to our real interests—than our own selves. In some Qir¥ahs, like 
that of Ubayy ibn Ka'ab, occur also the words ‘and he is a father of them”, which imply his spiritual relationship 
and connection with the words “and his wives are their mothers", Thus his spiritual fatherhood would be contrasted 
pointedly with the repudiation of the vulgar superstition of calling any one like Zayd ibn Harthah by the 
appellation Zayd ibn Muhammad (35:40); such an application is really disrespectful of the Prophet. 


5675, See last note. This Sirah establishes the dignity and position of the Holy Prophet's wives, who had 
a special mission and responsibility as Mothers of the Believers. They were not to be like ordinary women: 
they had to instruct women in spiritual matters, visit and minister to those who were ill or in distress, and 
do other kindly offices in aid of the Prophet's mission. 


$676. No man should deprive his blood-relations of such rights of maintenance and property as they might 
have. The community of Believers, inhabitants of Madinah and those who had migrated to Madinah from 
Makkah, also had their mutual rights, but they were not to be put forward as an excuse to defeat the prior 
rights of natural relationships. In the early Madinah days, Ansar were allowed to inherit from Muhajirs whose 
natural relations had not emigrated, but this practice was disconunued when normal relations were re-established 
between Makkah and Madinah. 


5677. Cf. 5:81. There. is an implied covenant on all created things to follow Allah's Law, which is the 
law of their being: see 5:1. But there is a special implied covenant with all Prophets, strict and solemn, that 
they shall carry out their mission, proclaim Allah's Truth without fear or favour, and be ever ready in His 
service in all circumstances, That gives them their position and dignity as explained in the last verse, and 
their tremendous responsibilities in respect of the people whom they come to instruct and lead to the right Path. 
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The Truth they (were charged ST es 
with)**7* rete 

‘And He has prepared fi - 

For the Unbelievers cits 


A grievous Penalty. 


C. 187.— When the formidable forces of a whole Confederacy 
(33:9-27,) Bent on destroying Islam burst 
Upon Madinah, it was Allah's grace that saved 
The Muslims. The enemies and the Hypocrites 
Did their best to defeat the purpose of Allah, 
But they were foiled. In the Prophet was found 
The ideal Leader for the men of God, 
Who became heirs to the heritage: misused 
By enemies to Faith and the Laws of Allah. 


SECTION 2, 











9. ® ye who believe! 
‘Remember the Grace of Allah, 
(Bestowed) on you, when 
There came down on you 
Hosts (to overwhelm you):**’® 
But We sent against them?*** 
A hurricane and forces 
That ye saw not: 
But Allah sees (clearly)**™ 
All that ye do. 
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3678, The men to whom Allah's Truth has been committed for promulgation will be asked in the Hereafter 
how the Truth fared in the world — how it was received, who opposed it, and who assisted it. Like all trustees, 
they will have to give a full account of their trust. Allah knows all, and it will not add to His information. 
But it will be eviderice for and against those to whom it was preached, so that the responsibility of those who 
dishonoured it may be duly enforced, The primary custodians of spirirual Truth are the Prophets. burin 
descending degrees all men to whom Allah's Message comes are included, 





$679. In this verse is summed up the beginning and the end of the fateful struggle of the Siege of Madinah 
in A.H. 5) The composition of the unhallowed Confederacy that came to destroy Islam is referred to in the 
Introduction. They came with a force of ten to twelve thousand fighting men, an unprecedented army for 
that time and country. The battle is known as the Battle of the Trench. to 


$680. After a close investment of two to four weeks, during which the enemy were disheartened by cher 
ill success, there was a piercing blast of the cold east wind. It was a severe winter, and February can bea 
very cold month in MadYnah, which is about 5,000 feet above the sea level. The enemy's tents were torn gp 
their fires were extinguished, the sand and rain beat in their faces, and they were terrified by the porent: 
against them. They had already well nigh fallen out amongst themselves, and beating a hasty retreat, they 
melted away. The Madinah fighting strength was no more than $,000, and the Jewish tribe of the Bani Qurayah 
who were in their midst was a source of weakness as they were treacherously intriguing with the enemy And 
further there were the Hypocrites: see n. 5666 above. But there were hidden forces that helped the Muslims 
Besides the forces of nature there were moral forces — mutual distrust and bickering in the enemy camp, and 
Sniet taumneadotivaipmeked enaeni side da Pdaahaceceer rede inet eae 


3681. Allah sees everything. Therefore we may conclude that the discipline and moral fervour of the Muslims, 
as well as the enemy's insincerities, intrigues, and reliance on brute force, were all contributory causes to hit 
repulse, under Allah's dispensation. There were many hidden causes which neither party saw clearly 
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‘ll. In that situation 

~ Were the Believers tried: 
They were shaken as by 
A tremendous shaking. 
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‘12. And behold! The Hypocrites 
d those in whose hearts 
_ Is a disease (even) say: “Allah 
And His Messenger promised us 
Nothing but delusions!'**** 
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18. Behold! A party among them 
- Said: “Ye men of Yathrib! 
-_ Ye cannot stand (the attack)! 
Therefore go back!” 
_And a band of them 
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~ $682. The psychology of the combatants is described with matchless vigour in the Holy Test. The onrush 
of the enemy was really tremendous. The Trench round Madinah was between the defenders and the huge 
attacking force, which had some high ground behind them “above you": when any of them came through 
the valley or over the Trench they seemed to come from below. The showers of arrows and stone on both sides 
must also have seemed to come from the air. 


$6835. Before this year’s mass attack on Madinah, the Muslims had successfully reached the Syrian border 
on thenorth, and there were hopes of reaching Yemen in the south. The Holy Prophet had seen signs of expansion 
and victory for the Muslims. Now that they were shut within the Trench on the defensive, the Hypocrites taunted 
them with having indulged in delusive hopes, But the event showed that the hopes were not delusive. They 
were realised beyond expectations in a few years. 


wr 

~ 3684. All the fighting men of Madinah had come out of the City and camped in the open space between 
the City and the Trench that had been dug all round. The disaffected Hypocrites sowed defeatist rumours 
and pretended to withdraw for the defence of their homes, though their homes were not exposed. and were 
fully covered by the vigilant defensive forces inside the Trench. 


Sirah 38: Al Ahzab 


14. And if an entry had 
Been effected to: them’*** 
From the sides of the (City), 
And they had been 
Incited to sedition, 
They would certainly have 
Brought it to pass, with 
None but a brief delay! 


15. And yet they had already 
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Covenanted with Allah not to turn 


Their backs; and a covenant**** 
With Allah must (surely) 
.Be answered for. 


16. Say: “Running away will not 
Profit you if ye are 
Running away from death***”’ 
Or slaughter: and even if 
(Ye do escape), no more 
Than a brief (respite) 
Will ye be allowed to enjoy!" 


17. Say: “Who is it that can 
Screen you from Allah 
If it be His wish 
To give you Punishment 
Or to give you Mercy?""**** 


~ Nor will they find for themselves, 


Besides Allah, any protector 
Or helper. 


18. Verily Allah knows those 
Among you who keep back 





3685. The brunt of all the fighting was on the north side, but the whole Trench was guarded, At one 
or two points enemy warriors did break within the circuit of the Trench, but they Were soon disposed of ‘Al 
particularly distinguished himself in many fights, wearing the Prophet's own sword and armour, If any of the 
enemy had been able to penetrate into the City, the disaffected element, which was only sitting on the f 
would have risen against the Muslims at once — with no delay except what might have been necessary 
on their armour and arms. 


a 

3686, Apparently, after the battle of Uhud, certain men who had then shown cowardice were forgives 

on undertaking that they would behave better next time. A solemn, promise made to the Mesenger of AlaS 
is a promise to Allah, and it cannot be broken with impunity. 


3687. The coward in a fight does not usually save himself from death, He is subject, after 
to the fury both of the enemy and of his own side for cowardice and desertion, Assuming that he did 
with his life, where could he go to? The brand of cowardice will be on him, and he will be subject 
vengeance of his own people. In any case, his life would be in ignominy and would be brief, and he would 


have lost irretrievably the meed of valour 


$688. It is still worse if the cowardice or desertion is shown in a Cause, which because of the high imua 
of truth and justice, may be called che Cause of Allah. How can anyone escape Allah's Punishment? Andis 
the same way, how can anyone prevent another from obtaining Allah's mercy by repentance and 
The better path, therefore, is to stand firm in Allah's Way, and if you fail through human weakness, tore 


and seek Allah's Mercy. Cf. 33:24, and n. 3698. below. 
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3689. Avuhhah: covetous, grasping, miserly. Here the meaning is twofold: (1) they spare themselves in the 

vhs compared with you; they are miserly with themselves as against you; they contribute little 

‘in personal effort or with their money and resources; and (2) they Cover aity Gains tide Gr booty won, 
Bite put of the real fighters. 


© sn In time of danger, they would look to the Prophet for protection, and keep themselves ee 
fight. When the danger is past, they will come and brag and wrangle and show their covetousness 
te: for gain though they gave of themselves but sparingly. 
»*.e te 
SEIN Siaeny good :they.sney have, done: becornee: sith Gicatsle-of CGY eadlses ok Maty, greed, and 
menos and their cowardice. 


ae It is not surprising that men's deeds fall as it were dead because there is no pure motive behind 
‘them,.For men it may be difficult to probe motives. but it is easy for Allah, Whom hypocrisy or false show 
can never deceive. 
tes: 
» 3695, This completes the picture of the psychology of the Hypocrites, begun in verse 12. Let us analyse 
it. (1) When they first saw the enemy they were already in a defeatist mood, and thought all was over (verse 
12), (2) Not content with disloyalty themselves, they cried to infect others, who made paltry excuses to withdraw 
from the fight (verse 13). (3) They were ready to betray the City tothe enemy if the enemy had gained entrance 
{yerse I4),.(4) They forgot all the promises of fidelity which they had previously sworn (verse 15). (5) In their 
Paley calculations they forgot. that cowardice in war does. not pay {verses 16-17). (6) Without taking, much 
the actual defence, they were ready to talk glibly and claim a lion's share in the fruits of the victory 
(verses 18:19). (7) Even when the enemy had withdrawn, their cowardly minds were still afraid chat the enemy 
would return, and were alrcay meditating what they would do in that case, perhaps they would dwell in the 
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: 3698. Before the Throne of Allah's Mercy there is always room for repentance and forgiveness, even after 
treason and crime: but the forgiveness will be according to Allah's Will and Plan, which will judge the penitent’s 
@ncerity and capacity for good to the nicest degree in his favour, C/ also 33:17 above 


__ 3699. In spite of the mighty preparations and the great forces which the Makkans, in concert with the 

Arabian Bedouins, the discontented Jews, amd the treacherous Hypocrites, brought to the siege of 

nah, all their plans were frustrated. Their fury availed them nothing. They departed in hot haste. This 
vas the last and dying effort. The initiative thereafter lay with the forces of Islam. 


DD "S700, For" the mmeining of 432%, see_n, 2818 to 22:40. 


» 3701, The reference is to the Jewish tribe of the Bani: Qurayzah. They counted among the citizens of 
Madinah and were bound by solemn engagements to help in the defence of the city. But on the occasion 
othe Confederate siege by the Quraysh and their allies, they intrigued with the enemies and treacherously 
tumed his attention to the treacherous “friends” who had betrayed his City in the hour of danger. 


’ 5702. The Bani Qurayzah (see last note) were filled with terror and dismay when Madinah was free 
from the Quraysh danger. They shut themselves up in their castles about three ot four miles to the east (or 
porth cast) of Madinah, and sustained a siege of 25 days, after which they surrendered, stipulating that they 
would abide by the decision of their fate at the hands of Sa‘d ibn Mu'adh, chief of the Aws tribe, with which 
they had been in alliance. 

Hist) - 

$703. Sa’d applied to them the Jewish Law of the Old Testament. not as strictly as the case warranted. 
fg Deut. 20:10-18, the treatment of a city “which is very far off from thee” is prescribed to be comparatively 
more lenient than the treatment of a city “of the people, which the Lord thy God does give thee for an inheritance.” 
te, which is near enough to corrupt the religion of the Jewish people. The punishment for these is total 
annihilation: “thou shall save alive nothing that breatheth” (Deut. 20:16). The more lenient treatment for 
farolf cities is described in the next note. According to the Jewish standard, then, the Ban® Qurayzah deserved 
total extermination —of men, women, and children. They were in the territory of Madinah itself, and farther 
they bad broken their engagements and helped the enemy. 
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Some ye slew, and some’’®* AS hes 

Ye made prisoners. : Oral Dybalyy 
27. And He made you heirs Pee ped 

Of their lands, their houses, peter © 

And their goods, “, 

And of a land which’ hs ST ef 

Ye had not frequented “ot 

(Before). And Allah has eaty P Sea eai a 


Power over all things. 


C. 188. —The Prophet's household is not for worldly 
(33:28-52.) Ends: his consorts have a place 
And dignity beyond ordinary women 
They must recite and proclaim the Signs 
Of Allah. For women have spiritual virtues 
And duties like unto men, Allah decrees, 
No unhappy wedlock: fear not 
‘Tb dissolve such and provide what is right ; 
And fitting for the service of Allah, High 
Is the Prophet's positions, and he must order 
His household as best befits his work 
And duties. Allah doth watch all things. 


SECTION 4. 
28. ®@ Prophet! say yj sae 
To thy Consorts: SN bce LS, ® 
“If it be that ye desire es ert? ve BS 
The life of this worid. ini “as i siSo 





3704. Sa‘d adjudged them the mildest treatment of the “far-off” cities which is thus described in the jewah 
Law: “Thou shalt smite every male thereof with the edge of the sword: but the women and the little one, 
and the cattle, and all that is in the city, even all the spoil thereof. shalt thou take unto thyself, and the 
shalt eat the spoil of thine enernies, which the Lord thy God hath given thee” (Deut 20-13-14). The men af 
the Qurayzah were slain’ the women were sold as captives of war: and their lands and properties were divided 
among the Muh§jirs. 


3705. Lf this part of che Sirah was revealed after the autumn of the Hijrah year 7, it refers to the rewlt 
of the Khaybar expedition of that autumn: Khaybar is a Harrah or volcanic tract, well-watered with many 
springs issuing from its basaltic rocks. It has a good irrigation system and produces good harvests of graip 
and dates in its wet valleys, while the outcrop of rocks in the high ground affords sites for numerous fortreme 
At present it is inhabited chiefly by men of the race of Bilal (the Abyssinian) who played a prominent pan 
in the expedition. It is a sort of island in the deserts on the outskirts of Najd. In the Holy Prophet's time 
there were Jewish colonies settled here, but they were a source of constant trouble, especially after the Siege 
of Madinah. It became a nest of all che hostile Jewish elements expelled for their treachery from elsewhere 
Its capital, Khaybar, is about 90 miles due north of Madinah. Its inhabitants offered some resistance, and 
‘Ali, though he had just risen from a bed of illness, performed prodigies of valour. After its surrender, a land 
settlement was made, which retained the cultivators of the soil en the land, but brought them under contol 
so that no further focus of active hostility should remain near Madinah. The terms of the settlement il 
be found in the Magh&zi of al Wigidi. 
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And its glitter,—then come!*7* “gl | tak 
I will provide for your any ae 
Enjoyment and set you free Wat oe ae 
~~ In a handsome manner.” etre ns ae 
(29. But if ye seek Allah a4 
And His Messenger, and eee € yp 
The Home of the Hereafter, Se 
Verily Allah has prepared selatlobs,si Natt, ya) gar 
For the well-doers amongst Jocue 
3707 i~ i; sd “Se mie >i 
A great reward. - =o bee tO ee a 
“$0. O Consorts of the Prophet! te aM Bolg 
© Hany of you were gil aboot ngs © 
evi t unseemly ae a Aa int os --% 
conduct,*7°* Rane SIN GI a3 
The Punishment would be ssid dilind ee 25 
Doubled to her, and that rural bess ies 


Is easy for Allah.*’°* ous 





$706. We now come to the subject of the position of the Consorts of Purity (azway mutahharat), the wives 
of the Holy Prophet. Their position was not like that of ordinary women or ordinary wives, They had special 
duties and responsibilities. The only youthful marriage of the Holy Prophet was his first marriage — that with 
Khadijah, the best of women and the best of wives. He married her fifteen years before he received the call 
to Prophethood; the married life lasted for twenty-five years, and their mutual devotion was of the noblest, 
jadged by spiritual as well as social standards. During her life he had no other wife, which was unusual for 
4 man of his standing among his people. When she died, his age was 50, and but for two considerations, 
be would probably never have married again, as he was most abstemious in his physical life. The two considerations 
which governed his later marriages were: (1) compassion and clemency, as when he wanted to provide for suffering 
widows, who could not be provided for in any other way in that stage of society; some of them, like Sawdah, 
had issue by their former marriage, requiring protection; (2) help in his duties of leadership, with women, 
who had to be instructed and kept together in the large Muslim family, where women and men had similar 
social rights. “Alishah, daughter of AbU Bakr, was clever and learned, and in HadTth she is an important 
authority on the life of the Prophet. Zaynab, daughter of Khuzaymah, was specially devoted to the poor: she 
was called che “Mother of the Poor", The other Zaynab, daughter of Jahsh, also worked for the poor, for whom 
she provided from the proceeds of her manual work, as she was skilled in leather work. But all the Consorts 
in their high position had to work and assist as Mothers of the Ummah, Theirs were not idle lives, like those 
of Odalisques, either for their own pleasure or the pleasure of their husband. They are told here chat they 
had no place in the sacred Household if they merely wished for case or worldly glitter. If such were the case, 
they could be divorced and amply provided. for. ~ 

5707. They were all well- doers. But being in their exalted position, they had extra responsibility, and 
they had to be specially careful to discharge it. In the same way, their reward would be “great”, for higher 
services bring higher spiritual satisfaction, though they were asked to deny themselves some of the ordinary 
indulgences of life. 
| 3708, Eurdent unseemly conduct: t.¢., proved misconduct, as opposed to false slanders from enemies. Such 
slanders were of no account, but if any of them had behaved in an unseemly manner, it would have been 
a worse offence than in the case of ordinary women, on account of their special position. (Cf. 33:32), Of course 
mone of them were in the least guilty. 


3709. Cf. 33:19 and n. $692. The punishment in this life for a married woman's unchastity is very severe: 
for adultery, public flogging with a hundred stripes, under 24:2; or for lewdness (see 4:15) imprisonment; or 
stoning to death for adultery, according to certain precedents established in Canon Law, But here the question 
is not about this kind of punishment or this kind of offence. Even minor indiscretions, in the case of women 
who were patterns of decorum, would have been reprehensible; and the punishment in the Hereafter is on 
ahigher plane, which we can scarcely understand. But Allah can appreciate every shade of motive in us. More 
or less is possible there, whichiakighe not be puaitile to Car rough andieeady'law whichiwe ednsiniover here, 
(see also nn. 525-526 and nn, 2954-2960). 
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$1. But any of you that is 
Devout in the service of 
Allah and His Messenger, 
And works nghteousness — 
To ber shall We grant 
Her reward twice’: and We 
Have prepared for her 
A generous Sustenance,*""' 





$2. O Consorts of the Prophet! 
Ye are not like any 
Of the (other) women:""" 
If ye do fear (Allah), 
Be not too complatsant 
Of speech, lest one 
In whose heart is 
A disease should be moved 
With desire: but speak ye 
A speech (that is) just."’" 


33. And stay quietly in 
Your houses, and make nor 
A dazzling display, like 
‘That of the former Times 
Of Ignorance: and establish 
Regular Prayer, and give 
‘Regular Charity;-and obey*"* 
Allah and His Messenger. 
And Allah only wishes 
To remove all abomination 
From ye, ye Members'?* 
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aT. Tacalha. dren rightbotes woman.and again. a8 a Mother of ibe Believer ancvirig the belledm 
women and (hus showing her devotion to Allah and His Prophet. 


S71L. Sunfenaece: in the apiriccal eense>all chat i pecemary to austen ber in happiness in ber foros ee, 


STL. This ie the core of the whole passage, Thee. Prophet's Coneors were pot [ie eecinery wun cee 
was their marriage an ordinary marriage, in which only personal or social considerations enter. They had o 


special position and special 


responsibilities, in the matter of guiding and. insrwcting women who came in 


the fold of Jalan. lalarm io a Way of Life, and che Muallens are « family: women have se much place in Glan 
amen, aod their inttmace inatruction must obviously be through women 


S713, While they were to be kind and geocle to all, they were to be guarded on secoent of ther mpecal 
podition lew people might misunderiand of cake advantage of their kindness They were to make no wip 


worldly displays asin the times of Paganiem. 


S74. Obedienor mo Alb Law oom op all dunes Kegoles Proper (eceking prereset Allah) amd Regular 


Charity (doing good to fellow-creatores) are omentioned as apecially aymbolical of cur Religion, 


S715, Notice the transition in this clause tothe masculine gender, while before this the verbeand proocunt 
were ip che feminine gencler aa-referting wo the Conor. The statesmen in chie clawer ip now epee general 
including (besides the Consorts) the whole family, namely Fitimah the daughter, ‘All the son-in-law, and 
their sons Al Hasan and Al Husayn, the beloved grandsons of the Prophet. The masculme gender id 
used generally, in speaking of a maxed assembly of men and women, 
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Of the Family, and to make ee ol Laden Tt 
You pure and spotless. Fgh Sib a 
$4. And recite*”* what is . fea, - AD te 

Rehearsed to you in your She <-S3; sp 
Homes, of the Signs of Allah Eve 3 ig apaly + 
And His Wisdom: 4 S| pablo le HSS 
For Allah understands squeal) ail eo 

The finest mysteries and SGI AS) 


Is well-acquainted (with them).*7'” 


SECTION 5. 


35. For Muslim men and C “A fall < nok 15) 


women —*7!* 





re} 


For believing men and women, Ps | Oat eet th a | I 
For devout men and women, ron shally <i nasal 
For true men and women, <y areadle ede at calls ones lou- Teriy 
For men and women who are CLA SA) ae Des 
Patient and constant, for men bik “uote Wed ans: if< KOLKA | 
And women who humble ere ae Pl ces Seon)! 
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themselves, Ai <6 Rl ee C he -3 fer 
sir Kea ly sbi aisly indians 


For men and women who give*’"” “> 


In charity, for men and women sro Spiel Ven 42 
Who fast (and deny themselves), rt Se, eo) 

' For men and women who Cea DAN > 20, 
Guard their chastity, and pS AMy — ea) \, 

For men and women who 2 Sie “2+ 
Engage much in Allah's Sy S=ANly ive aii! 
praise —*7?° Pilg og yytt oot L s57¢ 

For them has Allah prepared adie les aes ban! tcl 


Forgiveness and great reward. 





$716. The verb is udhkurna, feminine gender, as referring to the Arway again. It means novonly “remember” 
but “recite”, “teach”, “make known", “publish”, the Message which ye learn at home fromthe Holy Prophet, 
the fountain of spiritual knowledge. The “Signs of Allah” refer specifically to the verses of the Qur'an, and 
Wisdom to the resulting instruction derived therefrom. 


$717. Cf. 22:63 and n, 2844. Allah's understanding is perfect in every detail, however minute. Therefore 
use His Revelation for every phase of life. 


$718. Islam, or submitting our will to Allah's Will, mcludes all the virtues, as particularly specified in 
this verse. See n. 3720. 

’ 
~ 3719. A number of Muslim virtues are specified here, but the chief stress is laid on the fact that these 
virtues are as necessary to women as to men. Both sexes have spiritual as well as human rights and duties 
fn an equal degree, and the future “reward” of the Hereafter, wiz., Spiritual Bliss. is provided for the one 
as for the other. 


3720. The virtues referred to are: (1) Faith, hope, and trust in Allah, and in His benevolent government 
of the world; (2) devotion and service in practical life; (3) love and practice of truth, in thought and intention, 
word and deed; (4) patience and constancy, in suffering and in-right endeavour; (5) humility, the avoidance 
of an attitude of arrogance and superiority; (6) charity, £¢, help to the poor and unfortunate ones in life, 
aspecial virtue arising out of the general duty of service (No. 2); (7) self-denial, typically in food, but generally 
in all appetites; (8) chastity, purity in sex life, purity in motive, thought, word, and deed; and (9) constant 
attention to Allah's Message, and cultivation of the desire to get nearer to Allah. 
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36. Ic is nor fitting snpenees a) 


For a Believer, man or woman, 


When a matter has been decided Bh per ste 7% 
By Allah and His Messenger, Val rays il gal 
To have any option — roe bre Fay 
About their decision:*”™ wa MASS 
If anyone disobeys Allah Seoaeg 


And His Messenger, he is indeed Cs abana Ss ydeyancys 
On a clearly wrong Path. See 


37. Behold! thou didst say utes Rock | 
To one who had received GANS ai s)y oD) 
The grace of Allah*?** “ec — ~ aictiteal 
And thy favour: “Retain thou 4 ee Mparic at) 

(In wedlock) thy wife, ’ ee 44e Peer 4 ee * 
And fear Allah.” But thou a Seseniked 
Didst hide in thy heart’’** Pe 


That which Allah was about NOS ay 
To make manifest: thou didst qe 


474s 


Fear the people, but it is AeA el (Aoase | 


More fitting that thou 


| shouldst*”™* ae as it aie | 
Fear Allah. Then when Zayd . 
Had dissolved (his marriage) ire. \ther he ase 
With her, with the necessary” Fost Si eoail 
(Formality), We joined her ye 
«In marriage to thee: TANCES 
In order that (in future) 
There may be no difficulty o> Calle 


To the Believers in (the matter 





5721, We must not put our own wisdom in competition with Allah's wisdom, Allah's decree is often known 
to us by the logic of facts. We must accept it loyally, and do the best we can to help in our own way to carry 
Sh o>, OO NR AES (R). of 


$722. Thin was Zayd, son of Hirithah, one of the first to accept the faith of Islam. ite was, bade 
of the Holy Prophet, who loved him as a son and gave him in marriage to his own cousin Zaynab The marriage 
however turned out unhappy. See next note. 


$723. Zayd's marriage with the Prophet's cousin Zaynab, daughter of Jahsh. did not turn out happy. Zaynab 
the high-born looked down upon Zayd the freedman who had been a slave. And he was not comely to look 
at. Both were good people in their own ways, and both loved the Prophet, but there was mutual incompatibilig 
and this is fatal to married life. Zayd wished to divorce her, but the Prophet asked him to hold his hand, 
and he obeyed. She was closely related to the Prophet; he had given a handsome marriage gift on her marriage 
to Zayd; and people would certainly talk if such a marriage was broken off. But marriages are made on earth, 
not in heaven, and it is no part of Allah's Plan to torture people in a bond which should be a source of happiness: 
but actually is a source of misery. Zayd's wish — indeed the mutual wish of the couple —was for the time being 
put away, but it became eventually an established fact, and everybody came to know of it. (R). a 


3724. All actual facts are referred to Allah. When the marriage is unhappy, Islam permit the bond 
be dissolved, provided that all interests concerned are safeguarded. Apparently there was no issue here to be 
considered. Zaynab had to be considered. and she obtained the dearest wish of her heart in being raised > 
be a Mother of the Believers, with all the dignity and responsibility of that position. See n. $706 to 35:28 abore. 

ue 

3725. The ‘Iddah or period of waiting after divorce (2:28, and n, 254) was duly completed. 
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Of) marriage with the wives*’** hak Mh 
Of their: adopted sons, when rebels 3 
_ The latter have dissolved Z 32 {972 
| With the necessary (formality) (by iis 152813) 
| (Their marriage) with them. EA 
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And the command of Allah 5 ‘Gal 3.40 ANS 
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_ Is a decree determined.*’** 
“39. (It is the practice of those) $F ashity ALR 
“Who preach the Messages AW So yal MN 
Of Allah, and fear Him, * i393 WOE: -< NE frat ere 
_ And fear none but Allah. elo Ay digs 
_ And enough is Allah yise "7 
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The Messenger of Allah, a filer 
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Of all things. oii 





5726. The Pagan superstition and taboo about adopted sons had to be destroyed. See $3:4-5 and notes 
3671/3672 above. 


$727. See n. $724 above. 
ee 
3728. The next clause is parenthetical. Those words then connect on with verse $9. Among the people 
of the Book there was no taboo about adopted sons, as there was in Pagan Arabia. 
st . 
8729. Allah's ordering of the world is always full of wisdom. Even our unhappiness and misery may actually 
have a great meaning for ourselves or others or both. If our first Plan seems to fail, we must not murmur 
and repine, but retrieve the position by adopting a course which appears to be the best position in the light 
of our duties as indicated by Allah, For Allah's Plan is framed on universal principles that cannot be altered 
‘by human action, 
"yn 


+ ©3780. Our responsibility is'to Allah, not to men. Men's opinions may have a bearing in our own interpretation 
‘ofduty, but when that duty is clear our only course is to obey Allah rather than men. 

to 

») 3731. When a document is sealed, it is complete, and there can be no further addition. The Holy Prophet 
Mahammad closed the long line of Messengers. Allah's teaching is and will always be continuous, but there 
hasbeen and will be no Prophet after Muhammad. The later ages will want thinkers and reformers, not Prophets. 
“This is not an arbitrary matter. It is a decree full of knowledge and wisdom, “for Allah has full knowledge 
of al} things” 
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SECTION 6. 
41. ® ye who believe! MELA aK 
Celebrate the praises of Allah, OS, 2 SS alec (aka > 
And do so often; 


42. And glorify Him Gib are 
Morning and evening. Seely is Saeed 


48. He it is Wh ds??? Boer eb ns « * 
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Blessings on you, as do 


His angels, that He may SR Bier te os 
Bring you out from the depths Soli Spetaliasiss bes 
Of Darkness into Light: ae 
And He is Full of Mercy Lmrinaagdlolecsy 


To the Believers.*’** 


44. Their salutation on the Day por APA oe Siz 
They meet Him will be phndisibe pegs Mi 
“Peace!": and He has z. 4 
Prepared for them esis ivbacl; 

A generous Reward. 


45. ® Prophet! Truly We Aiden Grek tacks - 
Have sent thee as Jou. esiC EO 
A Witness, a Bearer *”** ean aan A 
Of Glad Tidings, paisley ag 

‘ And a Warner— 

46. And as one who invites i Wa Ga TH hatte 
To ‘Allah's (Grace) by His leave,*”* ods sat d} Colas (0) 





8732. Blessings: good wishes and mercies. Allah wishes well to all His creatures, and His angels carry 
out His work, for their will is in all things His Will. His chief and everlasting blessing is that He gives us 
a knowledge of the spiritual world, and helps us towards its attainment. For the symbolic meaning of Light 
and Darkness, see 24:35-40, and notes. 


$738. His Mercies are for all His creatures, but for those who believe and trust in Him, there are special 
mercies, “a generous Reward" as in the next verse. 


3734. The Prophet was sent by Allah in five capacities. Three are mentioned in this verse, and the other 
two in the verse following. (1) He comes as a Witness to all men about the spiritual truths which had been 
obscured by ignorance or superstition, or by the dust of sectarian controversy. He did not come to establish 
a new religion or sect. He came to teach Religion. He is also a witness to Allah about men’s doings and how 
they receive Allah's Message; see 4:41 and n. 560. (2) He comes as a Bearer of the Glad Tidings of the Mercy 
of Allah. No matter how far men may have transgressed, they have hope if they believe, repent, and livea 
good life. ($) He also comes as a Warner to those who are heedless. This life will not last. There is a Future 
Life, and that is all-important. See next note. 


5735. See last note. The two other capacities in which the Prophet was sent are here specified. (4) He 
comes as one who has a right to mutte all men to repentance and the forgiveness of sins; but he does this 
not of his own authority, but by the permission and authority given to him by Allah. This is said lest people 
may deny the Prophet as they did with other Prophets before him. The personal! responsibility of each individull 
remains, but the Prophet can lead him on to the Right and help him. (5) The Prophet also comes as a Ligt 
of a Lamp (Siraj) to illuminate the whole world. In 71:16 and elsewhere the same word (Strijj) is used for the 
sun, The comparison is apt. When the sun appears, all the lesser lights pale before his light, And the Message 
of Islam, #¢., of the Universal Religion, is to diffuse Light everywhere. 
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47. Then give the glad tidings 
To the Believers, that 
They shall have from Allah 
A very great Bounty.’’** 


48. And obey not (the behests) 
Of the Unbelievers 
And the Hypocrites, 
And heed not their 
annoyances, *7*? 
But put thy trust in Allah. 
For enough is Allah 
As a Disposer of affairs. 


49. ® ye who believe! 
__. When ye marry believing 
women, 
And then divorce them 
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In respect of them: 
So give them a present,*’** 


And set them free 
In a handsome manner.'’*¢ 


50. ® Prophet! We have 
Made lawful to thee?’ 
Thy wives to whom thou 
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$736. The light of Islam is the Biggest Bounty possible and if they truly understand it, they should glory in it. 






3737. Men of little or no Faith will often lay down the law and tell better men chan themselves what 
to do. In case of refusal they shower insults and injuries No attention is to be paid to them. It is their way. 
All will be right under the government of Allah, 


3738, See n. 254 to 2:228. The Yddah counts for three monthly courses, or if there are no courses, for 
three months (see 2:34 and 65:4). 


~ $789. This present is held, by some, to be in addition to the half dower due to them under 2:237. If 
the dower had not been fixed, the gift would presumably be larger, and it would absorb the gift prescribed 
in 2:236. 


3740. The gift should be given with good grace, and the freedom of the woman should not be interfered 
with in any way. If she chooses to marry again immediately. no obstacle should be placed in her path. On 
no pretext should she be allowed to remain doubtful about her freedom. 


~ S741. This introduces no new exemption or privilege. Verses 50-52 merely declare the points in which, 
on account of the special circumstances (see n. 3706 above), the Prophet's marriages differed from those of 
ordinary Muslims, This is considered under four heads, which we shall examine in the four notes following. 
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$742, Head 3. Marriage with dower (4:4): this is the universal Muslim marriage. The difference in the 
Prophet's case was that there was no limitation to the number of four (4:5), and women of the People of the 
Book (5:5) were not among his wives, but only Believers, These points are not expressly mentioned here, but 
are inferred by his actual practice. Obviously women who are expected to instruct other women in Islam must 
be Muslims. 


$743. Head 2. Women Prisoners of War: the same remark as the last note. The point does not now aris, 
as the whole condition and incidents of war have been altered and slavery has been abolished by international 


agreement, 


_ 3744, Head 3. These are first cousins, and not within the Prohibited Degrees of Marriage (see 4:25-24), 
These are specially mentioned here by way of limitation. None of them could marry the Prophet unless she 
had performed the Hijrah with him, If she had not so performed it in spite of her close relationship, she could 
not be credited with any great fervour for Islam, or be considered suitable for instructing other women in Islam. 


$745. Head 4. A believing woman who dedicates her soul to the Prophet: obviously this case, like the 
last, is only applicable to the Prophet, and is hedged around with the limitations that the Prophet considers 
it a suitable and proper case of true service to the community, and not merely a sentimental womans freak. 
Some Commentators think there was no such case. But others, with whom I agree, think that this applies 
to Zaynab bint Khuzaymah, who had dedicated herself to the poor and was called the Mother of the Poor 
(Umm al masakin). Similarly, the last head might possibly refer to Zaynab bint Jahsh, who was a daughter 
of the Prophet's paternal aunt, herself a daughter of ‘Abd al Muttalib. 


3746. The ordinary law of Muslim marriage will be found chiefly in 2;221-235, 4:19-25, 4:34-35, and 5:5, 
3747, The words “this only for thee... right hands possess” are parenthetical, and the words “in order 


that. ."’ connect on with the previous clauses beginning with 'O Prophet, We have made lawful. . wishes 
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5748. seartatianetalltenattnens Adbechanthde satelaly Seaman but in our moral and spiritual 
life, and its effects extend not only to the parties themselves but to children and future generations. A number 
of special problems arise according to special circumstances. Every man and woman must seriously consider 
all sides of the question and must do the best in his or her power to temper instincts and inclinations with 
wisdom and guidance from Allah. Allah wishes to make every one's path easy, for He is indeed Oft-Forgiving, 
Most Merciful”. 


$749. In 4:3 it is laid down that more than one wife is not permissible “If ye fear that ye shall not be 

to deal justly with them” In a Muslim household there is no room for a “favourite wife” in the sense 
thar such a wife is recipient of favours denied to other wives. In the special circumstances of the Prophet there 
were more than one, and he usually observed the rule of equality with’ them, in ‘other! things as'well as in 
the rotation of conjugal rights, But considering that bis marriages, after he was invested with the Prophetic 
Office. were mainly dictated by other than conjugal or personal considerations (see n. 3706, 33:28), the rotation 
could not always be observed, though he observed it as much as possible. This verse absolved him from absolute 
adherence to a fixed rotation. There are other interpretations, but I agree with most of the Commentators 
in the view I have explained. (R). 


_ $750. Where the rotation was, for some reason. interfered with, it was perenissitile, lng another insericrence 
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_ 8751. Cooling the eyes: an Arabic idiom for cheering and comforting eyes which yearn to see those they 
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“My heart is glad whenever lover-wise 

1 dwell upon thy beauties and thy grace! 

But how can I content my hungry eyes, 

That ask continually to see thy face?” 


9752. There was not much in the way of worldly goods or satisfaction that the Prophet could give them: 
set $3.28 above. But he was kind, . Just, and true —the best of men to his family, and they all clung to bim. 


$753. Our human hearts, however good on the whole, may yet, in their motives, have possibly some baser 
admixture. The feminine hearts are not more immune in this respect than the masculine. But everything is 
known and understood by Allah, Who will in His Mercy make allowances for our human weaknesses. His title 
of "Most Forgiving” (Halfm) also gives His devoted worshippers the cue: why should we not also forbear with 
the faults and weaknesses of our neighbours and fellow-creatures? 
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__ C. 189. —Believers should cultivate refined respect 

- (33:53-73.) In social and spiritual life. And the Mothers 
Of the Faithful have to uphold their dignity, 
So should all women protect their honour 
And uphold their dignity. The Hour 
Will come when all Evil will be punished. 
Fear Allah, and always speak the word 
That leads to Right. Arduous is the Quest 
Of Mankind's high and noble Destiny~ 
Beyond the reach of other creatures: 
Let man but strive in Faith, and fulfil 
Allah's Trust—by the grace and mercy of Allah. 
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$754. This was revealed in A-H. 7. After that the Prophet did not marry again, except the handmaiden. 
Mary the Coprt, ‘who was sent as a present by the Christian Muqawgqas of Egypt. She became the mother of 
Ibrahim, who died in his infancy. 





$755. The rules of refined social ethics are as necessary to teach today as it was with the rude Ant 
whom the Holy Prophet had to teach in his day, Those mentioned in this verse may be briefly recapitulate 
thus: (1) Enter not a friend's house without permission; (2) if invited to dine, don't go too early; you are asked 
to dine, not to wait for the preparation of the food; ($) be there at the time appointed, so that you enter 
when you are expected and invited; (4) after the meal. don't get familiar with your host, especially if ther 
is a great distance between him and you; (5) don't waste time in tittle-tattle, causing inconvenience and perhaps 
annoyance to-your host; (6) understand what is proper behaviour for you, he may be too polite to ask you 
to depart. All this has a spiritual as well as a social bearing: respect and delicate consideration for othen 
are among the highest virtues. 
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$756. The actual manner of showing respect to ladies may be different in different circumstances. But 
it isan essential principle of good society to show the greatest deference to them. To the "Mothers of the Believers” 
this respect was due in an exceptional degree. 


$757. Considering his position, the Holy Prophet deserved to be respected before all other men and nothing 
thould be done to cause him the least harm and annoyance. This applied not only daring his lifetime, but 
it applies now, because his teaching and personality are alive to us. It was not fitting that his widows, both 
for their own position and forthe position of the Prophet, should be married by other men after him. And 
this mark of respect was duly observed in history, © 


$758. “Annoy: Adha may equally mean to vex, to cause hurt or injury, to insult, to ill-treat by slander 
or unseemly conduct, or hurt the feelings of (someone). The Prophet came with a divine mission to teach 
and reclaim the world, and he is entitled to the respect of all, even of those who do not consciously acknowledge 
his mission, for his mission works constantly like the forces of nature. In a minor degree the “Mothers of the 
Believers" are also entitled to respect. 


3759. mala sina pats tsa erg sta ag a ale ij eh APP Ra ahi 
before Allah, and He will take due account of everything. 
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$760. This refers back to the Hijab (screen) portion of verse 53 above. The list of those before whom 
the Prophet's wives could appear informally without a screen is their fathers, sons, brothers, brothers’ or simen’ 
sons, serving women, and household slaves or servants. Commentators include uncles (paternal and maternal) 
under the heading of “fathers. Their women is held to mean all women who belonged to the Muslim community 
other women were in the position of strangers, whom they received not so intimately, but with the formality 
of a-screen as in the case of men. Compare with this list and the wording here the list and the wording ip 
24:31, which applies co all Muslim women. In the list here, husbands and husbands’ relatives are not necessary 
to be mentioned, as we are speaking of a single household, that of the central figure in Islam, nor men-servany 
nor children, as there were none. In the wording note that for Muslim women generally, no screen or Hijab 
(Pardah) is mentioned, but only a veilto cover the bosom, and modesty in dress. The screen was a special 
feature of honour for the Prophet's household, introduced about five or six years before his death. 


5761. Allah and His angels honour and bless the Holy Prophet as the greatest of men. We are asked 0 
honour and bless him all the more because he took upon himself to suffer the sorrow and afflictions of this 
life in order to guide us to Allah's Mercy and the highest inner Life. 


$762: Cf. n. 3758 above. 


3763. Cf. 4:112. In that passage we were told that anyone who was himself guilty but accused an innocent 
man of his guilt, was obviously placing himself in double jeopardy; first, for his own original guilt, and secondly 
for the guilt of a false accusation. Here we take two classes of men instead of two individuals. The men asd 
women of faith (if they deserve the name) and doing all they can to serve Allah and humanity, If they ae 
insulted, hurt, or annoyed by those whose sins they denounce, the latter suffer the penalites of a double guilt, 
vrz,, their sins to start with, and.che insults or injuries they offer to those who correct them, wena 
the preaching of Truth, they should welcome it and profit by it, ; 
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$764. This is for all Muslim women, those of the Prophet's household, as well as the others. They were 
asked to cover themselves with outer garments when walking around, (R), 


$765. Jilbab, plural Jalabib: an outer garment: a long gown covering the whole body, or a cloak covering 
the neck and bosom. 


$766. The object was not to restrict the liberty of women but to protect them from harm and molestation. 
In the East and the West a distinctive public dress of some sort or another has always been a badge of honour 
or distinction, both among men and women. This can be traced back to the earliest civilisations, Assyrian 
Law in its palmiest days (say, 7th century B.C.), enjoined the veiling of married women and forbade the veiling 
of slaves and women of ill fame: see Cambridge Ancient History, U1, 107. 


$767. That is, if a Muslim woman sincerely tries to observe this rule, but owing to human weakness falls 
thort of the ideal, then “Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful” (Cf 24:30-$1). (R). 


$768. It was necessary to put down all kinds of unseemly conduct in the Prophet's City. And here is the 
warning in the plainest terms. And the warning had its effect. The “Hypocrites” were men who pretended 
to bein Islam but whose manners and morals were anti-Islamic. Those “with diseased hearts’ may have been 
the ones that molested innocent women. “Those who stirred up sedition” put false rumours in circulation to 
excite the crowd, Alas! we must ask ourselves the question: “Are these conditions present among us today?” 


_ $769. They will be deprived of the blessing and guidance of Allah, They sought to cause disorder in 
Allah's world — moral as well as material, but they will themselves be destroyed. Those who become outlaws, 
rebels against the Law, will themselves be destroyed by the Law. Capital punishment is the only adequate 
punishment for treason and crimes of sustained concerted violence —for the protection of the hearths and homes 
of innocent citizens and the honour of their women. 
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3770. The Jewish Law was much more severe: see notes $7038 and $704 to 33:26. That exvericy toma 
in Islam. Bur it is a universal principle that any clement which deliberaticy refuses to obey law and aggremively 
tries to subvert all order in society, secretly and openly, must be effectively suppremed, for the preservation 
of the life and health of the general community. 


8771, Cf. 7187 and n. 159, where the idea is further explained. The knowledge of the Final Hours 
with Allah alone. The fact of its coming is certain: the exact time when it will come has not been revealed, 
If it were, it would disturb our thoughts and life. “Heavy were its burden through the heavens and the eanh! 
But at any given moment it cannot be far distant. In theological language, each individual's death is a Find 
Hour, a Qramah Sughra (Lesser Day of Judgement). In that sense it is not the same for all individuals, and 
Seen enn sg cane er Se BAIT iy INGA ROR TUNEET SES 
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degradation and ignominy, When the Retribution comes. the evil ones will be humiliated, and they will wih 
that they had followed right guidance when they had the chance, They will then fall to accusing their leaden 
who misled them. But they forget their own personal responsibility. 
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‘$773. Cf 25:69 and'n. $129, and 11:20 and n. 1515. Tur eiatetinad hnmad db ed sanentayeas 
went wrong themselves and (2) they misled others. 


$774. The people of Moses often vexed him and rebelled against him and against Allah's Law, Here the 
reference seems to be to Num, 12:1-15, It is there said. that Moses's own sister Miriam and his brother Aaron 
spoke against Moses because Moses had married an Ethiopian woman. Allah cleared Moses of the charge of 
having done anything wrong: “My servant Moses is not so, who is faithful in all mine house.” Miriam was 
afflicted with leprosy for seven days as a punishment, after which she was forgiven, as also was Aaron. This 
isthe Old Testament story, The Holy Prophet was also attacked because of his marriage with Zaynab bint 
Jabsh. but not by his own circle; his motives were of the highest and were completely vindicated as we have 
seen above. 


_ 377. We must not only speak the truth as far as we know it, but we mus always try to hit the right 
point; i¢., we must not speak unseasonably, and when we do speak, we must not beat about the bush, but 
gp straight co chat which is right, in deed as well as in word. Then Allah will make our conduct right and 
ture any defects that there may be in our knowledge and character. With our endeavour directed straight 
to the goal, we shall be forgiven our errors, shortcomings, faults, and sins of the past. 
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3776. This is salvation, the attainment of our real spiritual desire or ambition, as we are on the highway 
to nearness to Allah. 


3777. The Trust is something given to a person, over which he has a power of disposition: he is expected 
to use it as directed or expected, but he has the power to use it otherwise. There is no trust if the trustee 
has no power, and the trust implies that the giver of the trust believes and expects that the trustee would 
use it according to the wish of the creator of the trust, and not otherwise. 


3778. What is the meaning of the offer of the Trust to the Heavens, the Earth, and the Mountains? C/ 
59:21, where the hypothetical sending down of the Qur'an to the Mountains is mentioned, and it is mentioned 
that such Parables are put forth in order to aid men to reflection, We may therefore take the Mountains, 
the Earth, and the Heavens as symbolical. The mountains stand for firmness and stability; they have been 
created for this quality, and they are always true to that quality. An earthquake or a volcano has to do with 
movements within the earth's crust; it has nothing to do with the Mountain's will, In fact it has no free will 
of any kind: there is no question of any Trust here. If we take the Earth as a whole, as a part of the solar 
system or a compendium of the terrestrial Nature we see around us, it obeys the fixed laws of Allah. and 
there is no Will or Trust. If we take the Heavens cither as celestial space, or as symbolical of the wheres they 
absolutely obey Allah's Will and law: they have no will of their own. 


3779, The Heavens, the Earth, and the Mountains, 1.¢., other creatures of Allah, besides man, refused 
to dndemuke a Trust or a responsibility, and may be imagined as happy without a choice of good or evil being 
given through their will. In saying that they refused, we imply a will, but we limit it by the statement that 
they did not undertake to be given a choice between good and evil. They preferred to submit their will entirely 
to Allah's Will, which is All-Wise and Perfect, and which would give them far more happiness than a faculty 
of choice, with their imperfect knowledge. Man was too audacious and ignorant to realise this, and the result 
has been that man as a race has been disrupted: the evil ones have betrayed the trust and brought Punishment 
on themselyes, though the good have been able to rise far above other Creation, to be among the mugarrabin, 
the nearest ones to Allah; 56:11 and 56;88. What can be higher than this for any creature? 


It follows incidentally from this that the Heavens and the Earth were created before man was created. 
and this is in accordance with what we know of the physical world in science: man came on the scene ata 
comparatively late stage. 


$780. Hamala: to undertake, bear, carry (the Trust or responsibility), to be equal to it. This is the ordinary 
meaning, and the majority of Commentators construe so. But some understand it to mean ‘to carry away, 
run away with, to embezzle (the thing entrusted); hence to be false to the Trust, to betray the Trust.” In that 
case the sense of verses 72-73 would be: “Allah offered the Trust to other creatures, but they refused, lest they 
should betray it, being afraid from that point of view: but man was less fair wo himself; in his ignorance he 
accepted and betrayed the trust, with the result that some of his race became Hypocrites and Unbelieven 
and were punished, though others were faithful to the Trust and received Allah's Mercy.” The resulting conclusion 
is the same under both interpretations, 
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$781, See 2:30-34 and notes. Allah intended a very high destiny for man, and placed him in his uncorrupted 
state even above the angels, but in his corruption he made himself even lower than the beasts. What was it 
that made man so high and noble? The differentiating quality which Allah gave man was that Allah breathed 
something of His own spirit into man ($2:9; 15:29 and n. 1968; and other passages). This meant that man 
was given a limited choice of good and evil, and that he was made capable of Forbearance, Love, and Mercy. 
And in himself man summed up Allah's great world; man is in himself a microcosm. 


$782. That man should undertake the God-like attributes (in however small a degree) of Will, Forbearance, 
Love, and Mercy, brought him nearer to Allah than was possible for any other creature of Allah. This was 
part of Allah's Will and Plan, bur little did man realise chen what a tremendous task he was undertaking 
or question himself whether he would be equal to it, Zaliim (translated “unjust”) and Jahtd (ignorant) are 
both in the Arabic intensive form; as much as to say, ‘man signaily failed to measure his own powers or his 
own knowledge’, But Allah's Grace came to his assistance. Where man did his best, he won through by Allah's 
Grace, even though man's Best was but a poor Good. 

How did man generically undertake this great Responsibility, which made him Vicegerent of Allah (2:30)? 
Here comes in the mystic doctrine of a Covenant, expressed or implied, between Allah and Humanity, See 
7172-78 and notes 1146-1148, also 5:1 and n. 682. A Covenant (Mithaq) necessarily implies Trust, and its breach 
necessarily implies Punishment. 


$783. Man's generic Covenant, which flowed from his exercising the option given him, choosing Will, 
Forbearance, Love, and Mercy, made it necessary that breach of it should carry its own punishment. Breach 
of it is here classed under two heads; those who betray their Trust act either as Hypocrites or as Unbelievers. 
Hypocrites are those who profess Faith but bring not forth the fruits of Faith, Unbelievers are those who openly 
defy Faith, and from whom therefore no fruits of Faith are to be expected. 


$784. Those who remain firm to their Faith and their Covenant (see notes 3781-3782) will receive the 
aid of Allah's Grace; their faults and weaknesses will be cured: and they will be made worthy of their exalted 
Destiny. For Allah is Oft-Returning and Most Merciful. 

So ends a Sirah which deals with the greatest complications and misunderstandings in our throbbing 
life here below, and points upwards to the Great Achievement, the highest Salvation. 


Intro. to Surah 34 1082 


INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 34—SABA’ 


Now we begin a series of Sirahs S. $4 to S. 39 which recapitulate some of the features 
of the spiritual world. This Surah leads off with emphasis on Allah's Mercy and Power and Truth. 
Then (in S, 35.) we are told how angels manifest the Power of Allah, and how different is Good 
from Evil and Truth from Falsehood. S$. 36 is devoted to the Holy Prophet and the Qur'an that 
came through him. In S$. $7 the emphasis is on the snares of the Evil One; in S. 38, on the conquest 
of evil by wisdom and power as in the case of David and Solomon, and by Patience and Constancy 
as in the case of Job; and in S. 39, on the Final Judgement, which will sort out Faith from Unfaith 
and give to eaca its due. 


The chronology has here no significance. This Surah belongs to the early Makkan period. 


Summar)— No Good or Truth is ever lost; Human Power and Prosperity are fleeting; but 
Allah's Power and Justice endure, and will enforce personal responsibility on man on the Last 
Day (34:1-30, and C. 190). 

Faith and Unfaith will eventually find their true places and true values; Falsehood has 
no power; ‘Truth is with Allah ($4:31-54, and C. 191). 


C. 190. —Allah’s Mercy and Power endure forever: 
(34:1-30.) Man should understand and not resist 
Allah's Revelation, Human wisdom and Power, 
As given to Dayid, were only for establishing 
Righteousness. Human glory, like Solomon's 
Rested on slender foundations. Saba’ 
But enjoyed her fair and prosperous state 
As long as she obeyed the Law 
Of Allah, but perished for unrighteousness. 
Learn, then, that the Mercy and Power, Wisdom 
And Justice, of Allah are beyond. all comparison. 
Do right and. prepare for the Final Day. 





ee 1083 


Surah 34. 
Saba’ (Sheba) (ae, adbeast 
fe the name of Allah, Most Gracious, PA isi 35 . 
Most Merciful. a al es 
1. #fraise be to Allah,?7"* aol CEA AI inet Macht 
0 Whom belong all things HI Gl saya 
In the heavens and on earth: b..¢ ri pect tri itis o> 
To Him be Praise NS SAN Sit; 
In the Hereafter: ail at aye 
And He is Full of Wisdom, SES Gly 
Acquainted with all things. Fey Sane, 
_ 2. He knows all that goes’7** fo BSS RH AANA SIO 
___ Into the earth, and_all that eels wer\3 rebel 3 
Comes out thereof: all that €. gees fe s hare 
Comes down from the sky*’*’ en las Na dpley 
And all that ascends thereto Wy ia Hee More, 
And He is the Most Merciful, Syrsllino)| gb, 


The Oft-Forgiving. 


3. The Unbelievers say,*’** “s & in ; arp 
“Never to us will come Bs. ” 
The Hour": say, “Nay! ‘bho Alea sky 





3784-A. Saba’: see S. 34:15. 


$785. All Creation declares His Praises, ¢.¢., manifests His Mercy and Power, Goodness and Truth —all 
the sublime attributes summed up in His Most Beautiful Names (7-180 and 17:110 and notes). For man, to 
contemplate these is in itself a Revelatiou. This sentiment opens five Sirahs of the Qur'an evenly distributed, 
vz, }, 6, 18, $4, and 35. Here the point most emphasised is that His wisdom and mercy comprehend all 
things, extended in space or in time—here and everywhere, now and evermore, (R). 


3786. An ignorant man may think that water absorbed in the soil or seed sown beneath the sod is lost. 
but it replenishes numerous rills and streams, and feeds and sustains numerous roots and forms of life, and 
throws up all kinds of vegetable life. So with things that come out of the earth who can count the myriad 
forms of herbs and trees that grow and perish, and yet sustain a continuous life for ages and ages? Yet these 
are symbolical of other things or entities beyond time or space, and beyond physical form. We see the birth 
and death of the animal part of man; when he is buried beneath the soil, the ignorant man thinks there is 
an end of him. But what countless stages still lie before him for his inner and spiritual life? And so with the 
Platonic Forms of Things: Goodness, Virtue, Mercy, and the various functions of the soul, They are never 
los, but go up to Allah, 


$787, The vapours that rise from the earth and ascend to the sky descend again as rain and snow and 
assymbols of Allah's Mercy. So are the prayers of the devout and the call of those in agony for help and light, 
answered by the descent of mercy and guidance, help and light from the Throne of Majesty. The imagery 
indicated in the last note can be worked out to moral and spiritual forces, and they all centre in Allah. Do 
not forget that, just as there is the element of Mercy, so there is an element of Justice and Punishment —in 
the physical forces as well as in the moral and spiritual forces, all centering in Allah. 


$788. The last two verses prepared us to realise the positions of Unbelievers in Allah's great Universe. 
They are the discord in the universal harmony of Prayer and Praise. Their existence is due to the grant of 
a limited free will, the Trust which the Unbelievers have betrayed (see 53:72 and notes). But they must and 
will be eliminated: see verse 5 below. For there is nothing more certain in the world, physical, moral and 
spiritual, than that every cause, great or small, must have its corresponding consequences. 


Sirah 34: Saba’ 1084 aa sleee 
But most surely, eet . 
By my Lord,*™* it will come call te ae es 
Upon you—by Him hone se 3 8 
Who knows the unseen — ree 3 J al 
From Whom is not hidden ' Ay 
The least little atom ue) escan 
In the Heavens or on earth: 

‘ Peis 
Nor is there anything less KES is pS, 
Than that, or greater, but i sf 
Is im the Record Perspicuous:*"™ a ame 
4. “That He may reward ! Cae rs, Be 
Those who believe and’ work ANG aD 
Deeds of righteousness; for such ane: ARE 
Is Forgiveness and a Sean 
Sustenance*™ 


A, , = Sais te ae ' 
Mest phhohiian: Sis os Soe A se RAS ij | 
5, But those who strive eect ASA 
| Agairist Our Signs, to frustrate?" slider ally & 
Them —for such will be sth aight 
A Penalry—a Punishment pct ldegd Ads} 
Most humiliating. 


viplaliis Sah 9) 
GHG oi 
Pip aiy 


pre diisngs | 


6. | those to whom?" 
ledge has come see 
That the (Revelation) sent down 
To thee from thy Lord — 
That is the Truth, 
And that it guides” 
To the Path of the Exalted 
(In Might), Worthy 
Of all praise. 





; 9789, The serongert emphasis and the most perfect assurance of certainty are indicated by reference 
the authority of Allah Himself, che Ruler of the Day of Judgement 


3790. in the symbolical language of our own human euperiences a record it mare enduring than cormery 
in fact (if properly preserved) ira perpetual. 1f. firtber. it is exprested in clear language witheut any obser, 
it can always be read with perfect precision and without any dowbe whatever Apply these qualities. free from 
hidivan dbefeces, th Allah's lave and decreed They arr ainerting and caduring. Everything, great cr anal], il 
receive due recognition —a Reward for Good and Punishment for Evil (Cf mn. 5844), 


$79) dustenance: Spirituat in vhings spiritual. and phyical in thingy physical bt implies not only dy 
atiefection of desire, but the provision of means for weeaining the ground wen and for winning more greed 
iin tive reuarsh oF preigrems. 


5798. Gf. 22:41, ‘Allah's Flan cs canpot be. frustcated. Je da-those who.work against it, whee will toe clarinet 
and demroped. 


S793. Ageing the dowbes and vain imaginings of) the Ignorant io the ormainty of inowledge of & 
Enlightened: chat Allah reveals Himeel! and thar His Revelation be true ane leads tothe Pach af tree tomidane . 
That Path is che Path of Allah, Whe-in His infiniti lowe, and Merey, ia Worthy of all) Praia, 

fie possible to connect this with the “Record Fenpicuous” in verte § above: “it i penpicwous. for the | 
Enlightened do see.” 





Sirah 34: Saba’ 1085 is. genie 


2. The Unbelievers say tHE 4 4eace 
~~ (in ridicule): “Shall we PSSM © 
_ Point out to you a man*’* yest i ar 
| — That will tell you, we Jere 
When ye are all scattered eciaa 
To pieces in disintegration, and *!3) 
That ye shall (then be me 
Raised) ina New Creation? ees | 
et . 
~ 8, “Has he invented a falsehood -  Paesvovaag 
Against Allah, or has "Kem aes p35 a dees ysl 0: 
“A spirit (seized) him?’—*"* > Seat at c Piast 
N E $ 4 hose h = ae baad 2 . ; a+ 
‘a Believe oa in dhe aaa gh a ala 
9, See they not what is - -% cor é 4 ae 
~ Before them and behind them, pulnidyly wl o> 
Of the sky and the earth?*’** ee Po ee nee Re Cour 
If We wished, We could yt, Laie ae; 
» Cause the earth to swallow’’”’ site 
7s . FARMS a | te Se 
Them up, or cause a piece we onto ae lis! 


Of the sky to fall upon 


th neil VGA eet oe ] 


_ _ Verily in this is a Sign 


.». For every devotee that I, LG § Ay : 
Turns to Allah (in repentance). de IEY ys.a5 

fe. 

- SECTION 2. 

1, We bestowed Grace aforetime ri piLe5) Sica 5s ros 


On David from Ourselves:*’** 





~ $294. This is a caunt against the Holy Prophet, and it is applicable to all who preach the doctrine of 
a Future Life. How is it possible, say the Unbelievers, that when a man's body is reduced to dust and scattered 
about, the man should rise again and become a new Creation? They add that such a preacher is inventing 
a deliberate falsehood or is demented. 


$795. The answer is: the Future Life is the truest of all Truths; so far is the man who teaches it from 
being demented, that it ix those who deny it, that lack knowledge and are in real jeopardy for their souls; 
for they persecute Truth and must not only suffer defeat, but go farther and farther from Realities and thus 
sutfer the worst hallucinations about the spiritual world. 


3796. The men who walk in spiritual darkness and laugh at a Hereafter have but to observe the Power 
of Allah in the nature around them. He Who created the heavens and che earth and sustains them can surely 
make a new Creation! And the cosmic Laws which are so just and inevitable should surely give them an idea 
of the inexorable Justice that must redress all balance. 

$797. Cf. 16:45, and n. 2071. Who are these puny creatures— sceptics that question the might and majesty 
of Allah? 
. 9798. Cf. 26:187, this was actually a challenge hurled at Shu'ayb and a shower of ashes and cinders came 
from above and overwhelmed the challengers! 


3799. Cf. 21:79-80, and notes 2735-34. David had the gift of song and sacred music, and this is shown 
in his Psalms. All nature—hills and birds—sing and echo back the Praise of Allah. 


Stirah ©: Saba’ 1086 


“O ye Mountains! sing ye 
Back the Praises of Allah 
With him) and ye birds 
(Also)! And We made 
The iron soft for him—"" 


ee oe 4 * : 


~ 4th? a 


I. (Comsinanidisg), “Make thou ae TAO. 
Coats of mail, balancing well" pal 
The rings of chain armour, ee ee 
And work ye righteousness ;"* Ape 
For be sure T see POR 
(Clearly) all that ye do.” Do? phaniles 23} 
12. And to'Solomon (We 


ade) the Wind (obedient): 
Its early morning (stride) 
Was a month's (journey), 
And its evening (stride) 


ones 


i “4 “te 


Was. a month's (journey); oy hae cin | 
And We made a Font™ Reet a tens 
Of molten brass to flow beer 
For him; and there were on 
Jinns that worked in front” pp rere 
ar Ah by the leave Aap heeke 
Of his Lord, and if any A ehiee 
Of them turned aside | Nee 
From Our command, We yrs 


- 


Made him taste 





S800, fron or steel bard scuff bur in che hamds of « crafteman ih becomes salt and pliable, and wich 
it can be made instrument for the defence of righteousness, These, in the liceral seme, are coon of cal, 
and defenewe armvow, and the manefacture of therm le traditionally aiirhuped to Tari. (FL). \ 


SHO. Coats of ¢hain armour have to be made with cunning art, i i ha ae Ge en a 
and the whole garment is to be worn in comfort in fierce warfare, 
“S(t Note the transition from che singular “make them coats of mail’, to the plural “ind suri « 
righteousness”. The (lew is addreveed to David, who wae the artifice: of deferee arrears and che exo 
it idee oo hoe anol bos whole poopie, He mde che ermoee, bet lt wae to be worm moe omby bey bios bee 
all the serrtom Bua be and bi people were ww be careful wo we thas they did net devane from ite pee 
of rightrvaness Fighting wa Gangerous weapen amd may well dbegroerane (ae tt ao atten dows) into murte room 
They were to see that this should oot happen, and they were yold that Allah was watching over them all vid 
personal solicirade implied in the singular pronoun “I” 


3008. Cf 218102, a FT, amd 58-96-98. See aloo 27,3859. The winds are walt and con coe By 
vbort menning’» or evening's fight the distance it takes a whole month w cover on foot of by bullock an 
In our own day, with air eperds of 400 mikes and more per hour, dhe seem we moderan statement 


$804. to che Old Testament, 2 Chronucles, Chapters 4, and 4, are described che wari coethy mai 
with which Solomon's Temple waa built, and it was furnivhed with verseli, candlestichs, Jampa, ceneen, or 
“Solomun mace all these weasels in great abundance: for the weight of ihe brass could not be found oo” a 
Chronicles, 4:18), “Alo he made a molten sca of ten cubie (rom brim to brim, rene bn compan, and fy 
cubloe phe height thereof and a fine of thirty cubis did compaw i retimd bogs” (f Chronicles, 4/7). The 
receptacle or “sea” or Fone was made of molten brass: ar prapeoneRanininpoeKitis 


Ai. See ERI? anidina. 3282. (Ry. 





Sirah $4: Saba’ 1087 


14. 


Of the Penalty 
Of the Blazing Fire. 


‘They worked for him 


As he desired, (making) 
Arches, **°* 
Images, Basins, 


As large as Reservoirs, 


And (cooking) Cauldrons fixed 


_ (In their places): “Work ye,**" 


Sons of David, with thanks! 
But few of My servants 
Are grateful!” 


Then, when We decreed 
(Solomon's) death, nothing 
showed them 


“His death except a little*#* 


Worm of the earth, which 
Kept (slowly) gnawing away 
At his staff: so when he 
Fell down, the Jinns saw**®* 
Plainly that if they had 


ENG .» Baalayn 
pallies 


Retin © 
Laney Muay aye cys 
c eo al yeh wiht 

Ngan 
San ase 
Saale eiGaslls Gp 
AN vasirt 
Acar jest Ni 


aho= 


oee ties pea 


is fi *- 


Known the unseen, they 
Would not have tarried 





_ 3806. Mithrab (Plural Maharib), translated “arch”, may be applied to any fine, elevated, spacious 
architectural structure. As the reference here is to the Temple of Solomon, the word “arches” is 1 think most 
appropriate. “Arches” would be structure Ornaments in the Temple. [mages would be like the images of oxen 
and Cherubim mentioned in 2 Chronicles, 4:3 and $:14; the Basins 2 Chronicles 4:22 were perhaps huge dishes 
round which many men could sit together and eat, according to ancient Eastern custom, while the cooking 
Cauldrons or Pots (2 Chronicles, 4.16), were fixed in one place, being so large in capacity that they could 
not be moved about, (R). 


5807. The building of the Temple was a great event in Israelite history. The motto here given is “Work!": 
for only that would justify the maintenance of the Kingdom of David, which reached its zenith under Solomon. 
Without work, both literally, and figuratively for “righteous deeds", all that glory and power would be our 
of place, and it fell away in a few generations, with the decline of the moral spirit which was at its back 


$808. This allegory illustrates three points: (1) however great and glorious human power and grandeur 
may be, it is only for a time, and it may fade away even before people know of its decline; (2) the most remarkable 
events may be brought to light, not by a flourish of trumpets, but by a humble individual, unknown and 
unseen, who works imperceptibly and undermines even so strong a thing as a staff, on which a great man 
may lean, ($) work done by men merely on the basis of brute strength or fear, as in the case of the Jinns, 
will not endure. This is brought up in strong contrast against the Power and Majesty of Allah, which will 
endure, which cannot be sapped, and which can only be fully appreciated by a training of the will and heart. 
In the same way, in David's story above, his mighty strength as a warrior, (see 2-251), and his skill in making 
armour are only to be valued when used, as it was used, in the service of Allah, in righteous works (34:11). 


3809. The Jinns looked upon their work as a Penalty, and so it became to them. The people who worked 
at the Ternple of Solomon as the People of David worked and gioried in their work as a thanksgiving to Allah, 
and their work became sanctified. The Jinns knew nothing of hidden secrets; they only saw the obvious, and 
had not even the significance of the little worm that slowly gnawed away Solomon's staff. 


Sirah $4: Saba’ 1088 ae els 


In the humiliating Penalty SoA ty ETT 
(Of their Task). ing lulig 


abn 
18. here. was, for Saba’ a Ahead: Sad ly sal Ga 


Afuretimne, a a Sign in their 
Homeland—two Gardens | “re 


To the right and to the left. Jet rcneceulie 
Eat of the Sustenance (provided) a a whee ts th 
By your Lord, and be grateful sally Sly DED y\s 
To Him: a territory fair and happy, WA Berto et Bre 
And a Lord Oft-Forgiving?™! 2phe Syd cb inh 
16. But they turned away . ae 7% es 7 
(From Allah), and We sent Laces 224 
Against them the flood"? ne teen 
(Released) from the Dams,!*" oats 
And We converted their two is rig er 
Garden (rows) into “gardens” = J \ ns 
Producing bitter fruit, res af 
And tamarisks, and some few — 33k.) 
(Stunted) Lote trees.“ a rot steal 





S810, This is thesame city and verrisory in Verse an is mentioned mm 27-22) ere moor there as wo ie lorasies. 
There the period was the time of Solomon and Queen Bilqi, Here ic is seme centuries tater Le wan itil a 
happy and prosperous comnetry, amply irrigated from the Madrib dam) Ia road or perhaps. im canals, weer 
eirted by gardens on both aides, right and left: at any given point you alwaya saw two, gardens, Ih produded 
fruit, splors, and fraskincenee, and gotathe name of Araby the Blest for thas part of the country 


S81. The land was fair wo look upon: the people happy and prosperous) anf they enjoyed ube blesisg 
of Allah. Who is Gracious and does not panish emall burman Gauls of sraknewes 


amt. tte that happy Garden of Eden in Arabia Felis (Araby the Blest) came the insidious snake of Uniaih 
and Wrongdoing. Perhaps the peaple became arrogant of their prosperity, or of their science, or af their val 
in irrigation engineering, in respect of che wonderful works of the Dam which cheir ancestors bad conmtructed. 
Perhapd they got broken tip inte rich and poor, privileged and unprivileged, high-caste and low-caste, disregarding 
the gift and chosing the opportanities given by Allah po all Hit creates. Pechape they broke ther laws ef ile 
very Nature which fed and sustained them. The Nemesis came. lt may have come suddenly. oF it may bee 
come derely. The pecoup water of the eastern side of the Veroen highlands wrte collected in a high lle 
confined bythe Damol Ma'rib. A mighty food rame: che dam burst: and it hei never been-repaired ance 
Ur Nome ar ape heap titans chem PUNE TNOR NPRM RRRGT Da rene 


S815. “rem” (= Dame of Embankment) may have been a proper noun, of may simply mean the grea 
earthworks lined wich stone, which formed the Ma'rib dam, of which traces acill exist, The French oravefler 
TJ. Arnaud’ saw che town and rulna of the Dam of Ma‘ril in 1443, and described its gigantic works and (ts 
inecelptions: See fowrsal Atiatique for January 1874) che account ia in French. For a secondary account ia 
English. see WB. Harris, fowrney Tarouga Yemen, Edinburgh, 1893. The dem us measured by Arnaud wat 
two miles hong and t40 fr. high. ‘The dace of its devtruction was somewhere about 170 AC. though sme 
auiberities pur ie much Laper 


Sal4. The Dourithing “Garden of Arabla” waa converted into a waste. The lnaciaus fruie creer 

will, or gave place to wild planta with bitter fruit. The feauhery leaved tarsarish, which is only good int twigt 
and waitle-work, replaced the fragrant plants and Vowen. Wild and srunted hinds of thorny Thualies, ike the 
wild Lote tree, which were good for neither fruit nor chad, grew in place of the pomegranaces, the date palmi, 
and the grapevines The lore wee belongs to the family Rhamnacesr. Zisyphaa Spina Chriti of which (ir 
fe supposed) Chats crownaf thors was made, allied to the Zorpphus fupoba, or ber tree of Lndia. Wikd 
foie ahrwbby,-thomy end gecier- Lo cultivation it bran good fruity and ene shade, and con be thom 
thus becoming a aymbol of heavenly bliss 56:28. 








$trah 34: Saba’ 1089 VES > sisal 


17, That was the Requital Mey geber 
~ We gave them because (Steels ‘O7 
They ungratefully rejected eA tee 
Faith:**" ees 
And never do We give SP 
(Such) requital except to such Sas WN) 
As are ungrateful rejecters. * 
18. Between them and the Cities**'* A eel CLS aap 
On which We had poured 
Our blessings, We had placed as é ae aS ec ao 
Cities in prominent positions, ao Sei salons 
And between them We had enter (e%-6° 
Appointed stages of journey Acst sb paid 0 Hb) 
In due proportion: ‘Travel therein, ewok are pi omiledle. » 
Secure, by night and by day.” ol CO Ups ltn 
19, But they said:*®7 “Our Lord! . ace sere “fet Bier 
Place longer distances by BAK las Rp 
Between our journey-stages”:**"* ae Caceee 
But they wronged themselves oes pass 
(therein) hig gor 2 
At length We made them aoe V gules 


As a tale (that is told),**'* 





$815. Aafiir: intensive form: “those who deliberately and continuously reject Allah and are ungrateful 
‘for His Mercies, as shown by their constant wrongdoing. 


$816, An instance is now given of the sort of covetousness on the part of the people of Saba, which ruined 
their prosperity and trade and cut their own throats. The old Frankincense route was the great Highway (fmam 
‘mubin 15:79: sabil mugqrm, 15:76) between Arabia and Syria. Through Syria it connected with the great and 
flourishing Kingdoms of the Euphrates and Tigris valleys on the one hand and Egypt on the other, and with 
the great Roman Empire round the Mediterranean. At the other end, through the Yemen Coast, the road 
connected, by sea transport, with India, Malaya, and China. The Yemen-Syria road was much frequented, 
and Mada‘in Salih was one of the stations on that route, and afterwards on the Pilgrim route: see Appendix 
VII to S. 26. Syria was the land on which Allah “had poured his blessings”, being a rich fertile country, where 
Abraham had lived: it includes the Holy Land of Palestine. The route was studded in the days of its prosperity 
with many stations (cities) close to each other, on which merchants could travel with ease and safety, "by night 
and by day”. The close proximity of stations prevented the inroads of highwaymen. 


$817. Sard: in this and other places in the Qur’in, “language” is used for thought or deed. The Commentators 
call it the “Language of actual facts” (zaban Adal) as opposed to the “language of words" (zaba@n gal). 


3818. The covetous Saba’ people, in order to get more profit from travellers’ supplies by concentrating 
them on a few stations which they could monopolise, tended to choke off rraffic and ruin the big trade. Selfishness 
often runs counter to true self-interest. It is a historical fact that the great Yernen-Syria route in Arabia declined 
with the decline of Yemen. There were no doubt physical causes, but supreme above all were the moral causes, 
the grasping nature of the people, and their departure from the highest standards of righteousness. 


5819. The people of Saba’ were given every chance. They had prosperity, skill, trade and commerce, and 
# healthy and beautiful country. They also had, apparently, great virtues, and as long as they remained true 
to their virtues, £e , to the Law of Allah, they remained happy and contented. But when they became covetous 
and selfish, and became jealous of other people's prosperity instead of rejoicing in it, they fell from grace 
and declined. It may be that the climate changed, the rainfall became scantier, perhaps on account of the 
cutting down of hill forests: trade routes changed, on account of the people falling off in the virtues that 
make men popular: behind all the physical causes was the root-cause, that they began to worship mammon, 
self, greed, or materialism. They fell into the snare of Satan. They gradually passed out of history, and became 
only a name in a story. Moral: it is only Allah's Mercy that can give true happiness or prosperity, and happiness 
or prosperity is only a snare unless used for the highest service of Allah and man, 
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5820. Cf. 17:62. Satan out of arrogance had said, when he asked for respite from the Most High; "I will 
bring (Adam's) descendants under my sway, all but a few. This was now proved true on the Saba people 
He had no power to force them. kt was their own will that went wrong and put them into his power 


$821. Might test: the word in the original is might know. It is not that Allah does not know all. Why 
does He want to test? It is in order to help us subjectively, to train our will, to put us definitely the question, 
“Will you obey Allah or other than Allah?" (Cf n. 467 to $:154 and also 47:51). 


$822. Other objects of worship, such as Self, or Money, or Power, or things we imagine will bring us luck 
or prosperity. though they can do nothing of the kind. 


3823. The false gods have no power whatever either in heaven or on earth, either in influencing our spiritual 
life or our ordinary worldly life, To suppose that they have some share, or that they can give some help » 
Allah, even though Allah is Supreme, is both false and blasphemous, Allah is One and Supreme, without 
sharer, helper, or equal, 


5824, Cf. 20;109. m. 2684, where I have explained the two possible modes of interpretation. Each soul 
is individually and personally responsible. And if there is any intercession, it can only be by Allah's graciow 
permission. For the Day of Judgement will be a terrible Day, or Day of Wrath (Dres rrae) according to the 
Latin hymn, when the purest souls will be stupefied at the manifestation of Allah's Power. See next now 
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$825. “Their hearts: the pronoun “their" refers to the angels nearest to Allah. On the Day of Judgement 
there will be such an irresistible manifestation of Power that even they will be silent for a while, and will scarcely 
realise what is happening. They will question each other, and only thus will they regain their bearings. Or 
“their” may refer to those who seek intercession. 


5826. In their mutual questionings they will realise that Allah's Judgement, as always, is right and just 
Does this mean that no sort of intercession is required? 


$827. There are six propositions introduced here with the word “Say”, at verses 22, 24, 25, 26, 27, and 
$0. They clearly explain the doctrine of Unity (verse 22), the Mercy of Allah (verse 23), man’s Personal 
Responsibility (verse 25), the Final Justice of Allah (verse 26), Allah's Power and Wisdom (verse 27), and the 
Inevitability of the Judgement, by which the true values will be restored (verse 30). 


$828. Right and Wrong, Good and Evil, are incompatible, one with another. In this matter we can make 
no compromise. It is true that in men there may be various degrees of good or evil mixed together, and we 
have to tolerate men as our fellow-creatures, with all their ie and shortcomings, But this does not mean 
that we can worship Allah and Mammon together. Wrong is the negation of Right as light is of darkness, 
Though there may be apparently varying depths of darkness, this is only due to the imperfection of our vision: 
it & varying strengths of light as perceived by our relative powers of sight. So we may perceive the Light of 
theater dees nenbepseery dates omer But in simple questions of Right and Wrong, we 
are faced by the Categorical Imperative. 


($829, Therefore do not prosecute us, or bring personal animus to bear on us, We must do our duty in 
declaring the universal Message, which is for you as much as for us. 


$830. Human controversies are vain and inconclusive. If you put your trust in Allah and we put our trust 
in Allah, we belong to one Brotherhood, and we shall see the perfect Truth finally when the Time comes. 
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CG. 191.—Unfaich has no stable foundations to rest on: 

($4:51-54:)  Misleaders and misled: will all be responsible 
For their deeds. True values are not to be judged 
By the seeming good of this Life: true Good 
Will-come to its own in the End, however 
Derided and scorned in the period of Trial. 
Revelation and the Mission of the men of Allah 
Will stand every test. Allah's Truth will endure, 
While Falsehood will perish, and its voraries find 
The door of Repentance closed in the End. 





4831. Wisdom and Power only belong to Allah. If you put your crus in other things, they will fail 4m, 
because they do not exist—as objects of worship. All ele chat you set your hearts upon will and moit Gl 
you, because they cannot in any wise’ be brought in to rivalry with Allah. 


4699. Allah's Revelation, chrough the Holy Prophet, was mot meant for one faith or tribe, ome race 
set of people. [t was: meant forall mankind, to. whom, if they,tam to Allah, it isa Message of the glad tiding 
of His Mercy, and if they do not turn to Him, it is a warning against sin and abe inevitable Punishment That 
the Punishment docs not come immediately (as far aa they perceive) is mo reason for dowbting it. It has bey 
declared ‘in ‘clear‘and unequivocal terms, and nothing can be more certain. Why delay? Why ask carpisy 
questions? Why not profit by ibe Message, turn to Allah in repentance, and bring forth the fruits of righteous 


8893) When that Day actually arrives) your period of probation will have passed. ft will be too late Sov 
inthe time for action and spiritual prodin. 
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_ 3834. To the Pagans all scriptures are taboo, whether it be the Qur'an ar any Revelation that came before 
it, The people of the Book despised the Pagans, but in their arrogant assumption of superiority, prevented 
them, by their example, from accepting the latest and most universal Scripture when it came in the form 
of the Qur'an. This relative position of men who fancy themselves on their knowledge, and men whom they 
despise but exploit and mislead, always exists on this earth. I have mentioned the people of the Book and 


the Pagan Arabs merely by way of illustration. 


wt 


$835. One disbelief is as bad as another. There is little to choose between them. But when the final account 


will be taken, there will be mutual recriminations between the one and the other. 
= 5836. The Pagans will naturally say to the people of the Book: “You misled us; you had previous Revelations, 





and you should have known how Allah sent His Messengers; had it not been for your bad example, we should 
have received Allah's Revelation and become Believers.” Or the humble followers will say this to their leaders, 
oe those less gifted will say to those by whom they were misled and exploited. The dichotomy is between such 
a pretentiously held their heads high in the world and such as they profited by but held in contempt. 
3837. In the mutual reproaches between the misleaders and the misled ones, there will be a grain of truth 
on both sides, and yet both were guilty in not realising their own personal responsiblity. 

$838. The more intelligent ones who exploit the weaker ones are constantly plotting night and day to 
| Sepa cna carenments They show them the ways of Evil, because by that means 
they are more in their power. 
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S839. Uf all men worshipped the Lue Gaal: and mone bot Him, they could noe on the one hand be trampled 
apdn, and on the other hand they could not be unjust. Tt is in the worship of false ideals or false god thay 
alluring structures of fraud and injustice are built up. 


340. Cf 00s) and. 445. AQ these toutual recriminations would be orallowed up in the geod 
Pealiection of the Truth by both mabes in the Hereafter: They would be prepared openly te diclare cher repesuece 
but i: wold be boo lane. The yoke of Savery to Evil will be on their necio. Allah's justice put it there, bat 
what else could it do? Their own sins will ery out agains: chem and hold! ther uneler their pokes, 


4841, Whenever the Meiage of Allah come, the vemed imiercem range themuelwes agains it. Weel 
power has made them arrogant. worldly pleasures have deadened their sensibility to Thath. They reject the 
Mesezgr because it attacks their fale position 


_ 3842, Their arrogance is openiy based on thorir warldly power and position, their family influence, via 
the strengih of dheirman-power, Turn back again to the comcras drawn between the arrogant nes and hme 
whom they despised. in verses 91-55. A 


S845. Provuson (or Sustenance): good things of all kinds in this life, magetial goods as well af pose, 
opportunithe, infldenes, mental gifts, etc) Thiet do not necessarily all go to the good, “nor ia thelr decile _ 
be inverpreted wo mean that it ina withdrawal of Allah's favour. Very often the conmary 9 the case, Then 
distribution iin accordance with che Universal "lan and Purpose, which is AU-Wire and AdlGood, buat ignorant 
people canon understand this (Cf, 3791), 


S44. The tarts test of progres in spiritual life isto be meaeured by other things then material west 
and influence. Whee we hawe to ask oorselves fa: are we che least bir nearer to Allah? 
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$345. Cf 30:39. All worldly goods are but a shadow that will pass away. Its intrinsic and eternal value 
is small. But those who work righteousness in Faith are on the true path of self-development. The rewards 
they will get will be intimately more than their merits entitle them to. tir let lt tires 
Bounties of Allah, 


41. They will:say, “Glory to Theel 
~~ Our (tie) is with Thee— 





_ 386. Their happiness will not only be great in quantity (“multiplied”), but it will be of a specially sublime 
Say One ND, and it will endure without any chance of its los or diminution (“secure they reside”). 


~ 3847, Cf. 34:5, where the argument was urged that human efforts to defeat Allah's Plan will only bring 
tion to those who indulge in them. Here the argument is rounded off by the statement that such efforts, 

besides their failures, will land them in an abyss of punishment contrasted with the “dwellings on high” of 
the blessed ones. 
~~ >: 
S48. Cf 54°36, above, and n. 3843 
et 
_» 3849. Even inthe seeming inequality of distribution of the good things of life, Allah has a wise and merciful 
purpose: for nothing arises by chance. He is the best to give us, now and evermore, just those things which 
te 7 
» $850. Here we have the case of the worship of angels or supposed Powers of Allah. or supposed beneficent 
spirits that men turn to instead of worshipping the true God. In fact these are mere names to the false worshippers. 
fis not the Good that they worship bur the Evil; which leads them astray. 
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$85). Wali in Arabic may mean Friend either in the sense of Protector and Benefactor or in the sen 
of the Beloved. The tie of benevolence, confidence, and friendship is implied, either active or passive. The 
angels first proclaim their dependence on Allah and their need of His protection, and then disctaim any ides 
of their having protected or encouraged the false worshippers to worship beings other than Allah. They gp 
further, and suggest that when men pretended to worship angels, they worshipped, not angels, but Jinns. See 
next note, 


3852. finns: see 6:100 and n. 929. The false worshippers pretended to worship the bright and radian 
angels of good, but in reality worshipped the dark and hidden forces of evil — the devils hidden within these 
or in the life around them. They trusted and believed in such forces of evil, although such forces of evil had 
really no power. 


3853. The supposed “rivals” of Allah — the false things whereon men set their hopes and fears — will haw 
no power whatever when true values are restored; and the Fire— —the Penalty—which they doubted or derided, 
will become the dominating thing in their experience (Cf 35-13-14). 


$854. Apart from the worship of Evil in the guise of the Powers of Light, there is another form of fale 
worship. which depends on ancestral tradition. “Why” it is said “should we not do as our fathers did?” They 
reject a new prophet of Truth simply because his teaching does not agree with the ways of their anceson 
The answer to this is given in verse 44 below. But meanwhile the rejectors’ objection to new Truth is stated 
in three forms: (1) our ancestors knew nothing of this: (2) The story of inspiration is false; it is merely ap 
invention; we do not believe in inspiration: (5) when in some particular points, the new Truth does work wonder 
in men's hearts, they account for it by saying it is magic. The third objection is merely traditional Wha 
is magic? If it is merely deception by the fact that the Messenger who comes with new spiritual Truths 
acknowledged to be truthful in other relations of life: pirshtlidieltiederebrrmnnene eins 
po gain but much sorrow and persecution? For the ancestral objection see next note. 
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S855, The ancestors. (asin the case of the Arabs of the Times of Ignorance) had received no, revelation 
of the clear kind which a messenger and a Book bring them. This is a reason for welcoming, not for rejecting. 
new Truth. 


5856. Passing to Peoples before the immediate ancestors, the People of the Book, or the People of Saba’ 
‘and “Ad and Thamiid, had received favours and gifts. power and wealth, ten times more that were enjoyed 
‘by the Pagan ( Quraysh. Yet when they turned away from them, and what terrible consequences descended 

when they lost Allah's Grace! This should make everyone humble, not least 54 ipcerainl Abate near pane 
the Mesenger if they forsake ‘Allah's Truths! For they have received a higher ‘Teaching! ~~ 


e 3857. A crowd mentality. is not the best for the perception of cbaifical spiritual mete For phen, it is 
“necessary that cach soul should commune within itself with earnest sincerity aw before Allah: if ic requires 
a Teacher, let it seek out one, or it may be that it wants the strengthening of the inner convictions that dawn 
on it, by the support of a sympathiser or friend, But careful and heartfelt reflection is necessary to appraise 
he higher sruths , 


3858. Note that in verses 46, 47, 48 , 49 and 50, arguments are suggested to the Prophet, by which he 
in convince any right-thinking man of his sincerity and truth. Here the argument is that he is not possessed 
it of his mind. If he is different from ordinary men, it is because he had to give a warning of a terrible 

al danger to the men whom he loves but who will not understand his Message. 


. 
3859. Cf 10:72, Tis socked aigitanarit lathes bens neabingto gilnitien Ghats sas citadinade Hebel 
‘own good. He is willing to suffer persecution and insult, because he has to fulfil his mission from Allah. 
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3860. Allah's Truth is so wast that no man in this life can compass the whole of it. But Allah in His mercy 
selects His servants on whom it is cast like a mantle. They see enough to be able to teach their fellow men 
It is through that mantle—that mission received from Allah — that 4 messenger can speak with authority © 
men. He cannot explain the exact mystery of inspiration, but he Anows it is from Allah, and chis is his third 
argument. 


_ 3861, The fourth argument is that the Truth is final: it does not come and go: it creates new situation 
and new development, and if by chance it seems to be defeated for a time, it comes back and restores the 
true balance — unlike Falsehood, which by its very nature is doomed to perish; 17:81, The Prophet's credentials 
are known by the test of Time. This was already becoming apparent to discerning eyes when this Sirah was 
revealed in Makkah, but it became clear to the whole world with the story of Islam's progress in Madinah. 


5862. Lf it could possibly be supposed that the Prophet was a self-deceived visionary, it would affect him 
only, and could not fail to appear in his personality. But in fact he was seady in his constancy and Faith, 
and he not only went from strength to strength, but won the enduring and wholehearted love and devotion 
of his nearest and dearest and of those who most came into contact with him. How was this possible. unles 
he had the Truth and the inspiration of Allah behind him? This is the fifth and last argument in this pamage 


$868. After the arguments for the reality and triumph of Truth, we are asked to contemplate the position 
of the opposers of Truth when Truth is established. They will be struck with terror: For Truth is 
They will wish they could get away from that position, but that would be impossible. They will not be able 
to move far; they will be held fast to the consequences of their own earlier conduct. They will be caught quie 
close to the point of their departure from Truth. 


— 1099 aioe. palais 
52. And they will say, Geta Ne; & 


¥G3: 


“We do believe (now) 
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5864. They will now profess their faith in Truth, but of what value will such a profession be? Faith is 
a belief in things unseen: now everything is plain and open before them. The position in which they could 
have received Faith is left far off behind them. when Truth was struggling and asked for help or asylum, and 
they cruelly, arrogantly, insultingly repudiated Truth. 


5865. Not only did they reject the Truth of the Unseen (the true Reality), but they spread all sorts of 
false and malicious insinuations at the preachers of Truth, calling them dishonest men, liars, hypocrites, and 
soon. They did it like a coward taking up a sneaking position far from the fight and speeding arrows at a 
distant target 


$866. What they desire is to suppress Truth and to indulge in the satisfaction of their own evil, selfish 
motives, They will be baulked in both, and that itself will be their anguish and punishment. That had always 
been the law in the eternal struggle between Right and Wrong, Cf Shakespeare, (Trolius and Cressida. i. 
$. 116). “Right and wrong. Between whose endless jar justice resides.” All partisans of such cliques have always 
suffered the same fate. 


5867. Note that verses 51-54 are a powerful description of the conflict between right and wrong, and 
may be understood in many meanings. (1) The description applies to the position in the final Hereafter, as 
compared with the position in this life. (2) It applies to the position of triumphant Islam in Madinah and 
later, as compared with the position of persecuted Islam in its early days in Makkah. (3) It applies to the 
reversal of the position of right and wrong at various phases of the world’s history, or of (4) individual history. 


3868. Cf 14:9, and see n. 1884, 
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INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 35—FATIR 


See Introduction to the last Stirah. 


This Sirah deals with the mystery of Creation and its maintenance, with various forces 
typified by the wings of Angels. Whether we look to outer nature or to man, Allah's Grace proclaims 
His Glory, and protects His votaries from Evil. 


It is an early Makkan Sirah, but its chronology has no significance. 


Summary —The forces which maintain Creation, as typified by angels, were themselves created 
by Allah, to Whom alone all praise is due: all else is naught (35:1-26, and C. 192). 


All good is from Allah: who then will choose Evil, and reach the doom that goes with 
Evil? (35:27-45, and C. 198), 


C. 192.—Allah is the source of all things: all Power, 

(35:1- 26. ) Wisdom, Beauty, and Truth flow from Him. 
It is Evil that deceives and plots in the dark. 
All knowledge is with Allah, The things 
That are good and pure and true are not 
As the things that are evil, deceitful, and false. 
Allah is free of all needs: it is we 
That need Him: let us seek His love and live. 
His Message will save us from wrong, while dark 
Is the fate of those who reject Him. 
Praise and glory to Him, the Cherisher of all! 
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gen 35. 
- Ratir (The Originator of Creation) Dy hme NFU 
In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, eA Si : 
“ Most Merciful. ears —__ 
oe Nr 472 o Bete 
~ 1. Praise be to Allah?" Vea bbarads Cp 
_ Who created (out of nothing)**”® ie DZ dite 
_ The heavens and the earth, exw \Jee 
Who made the angels**”' Olae 7 orev * 
Messengers with wings — ose (gt to 
_. Two, or three, or four (Pairs): eos Oa 
He adds to Creation**’* elasle sacar 
_ As He pleases: for Allah bib be: 
'~ Has power over all things. it Poles deal) 
2, What Allah out of His Mercy “Wilntals 
~ Doth bestow on*mankind vila om ay 
There is none who can withhold: v ee hk 
"What He doth withhold, As Me ru 
: ; gars anf Ys 
_ There is none who can grant, prbbot eri) | 25 L nce 


- “Apart from Him: 





3869. See n. $785 to 34:1. When we praise Allah, it means that we undernand and bring to mind that 
His glory and power are exercised for the good of His Creation, and this is the subject matter of the Surah 


__ 3820, As man's knowledge of the processes of nature advances, he sees how complex is the evolution of 
matter itself, leaving out the question of Life and the spiritual forces, which are beyond the ken of experimental 
sience. But this knowledge itself becomes a sort of “veil of Light”; man becomes so conscious of the proximate 
Causes ‘that he is apt, in his pride, to forget the primal Cause, the Cause of Causes, the ultimate Hand of 
Allah in Creation. And then, Creation is such a complex process; see some of the ideas involved explained 
by different words in mn. 120 to 2:117. The word fatera here used means the creation of primeval matter, to 
which further creative processes have to be added by the Hand of Allah, or Allah "adds to His Creation as 
He pleases”. not only in quantity, but in qualities, function, relations, and variations in infinite ways. 


$871. The grosser ideas which men have of angels must be dismissed from our minds. They are beings 
expressive of qualities or powers, which may be typified by “wings” We need not suppose that angelic “wings” 
have muscles and feathers, like the wings of birds. If they had, how could there be three, or any odd number? 
We may suppose “two, three, or four” to refer to pairs of wings, But we must not suppose “two, three, or four” 
to express precise numbers, for in sacred literature we find mention of angels with six hundred wings. And 
we can imagine angels with just one pair of wings. They are Messengers or Insruments of Allah's Will, and 
may have a few or numerous Errands entrusted to them. Cf the description of the Spirit of Inspiration in 
26195, and of the spirits or angels for executing the Commands of Allah in 79:1-5. 
= 

$872. See n. $870 above, where the complexities of the creative processes is referred to, Allah's creation 
did not stop at some past time: it continues, for He has all power, nad Tin nariee 26 ene rrek ee 
a 


ners. As Allah is the Creator and Sustainer of all beings and things, vo does His Kindness extend to all 
Creatures. No one can intercept Allah's mercies and gifts. Whatever is His Will and Plan and Purpose He 
tan and does carry out, And if from any creature He withholds any particular gifts, there is no other person 
of powtr that can give those gifts. But such withholding is not arbitrary. He is full of wisdom and goodness, 
and every act of His, whether He withholds or gives, is full of kindness and mercy to His creatures, 
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And He is the Exalted 
In Power, Full of Wisdom. 

















3. ® men! call to mind 
The grace of Allah unto you! 
Is there a Creator, other**’* 
Than Allah, to give you 
Sustenance from heaven 
Or earth? There is 
No god but He: how 
Then are. ye deluded 
Away from the Truth? 


4. And if they reject thee, 
So were messengers rejected**”* 
Before thee; to Allah 
Go back for decision 
All affairs. 


—  _»* ae ae ae - 
MESES BHRGO 
poe 47% 


a Vievaild 
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Fahcese ile O 
Catt Ans 
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$874. As the primal Cause of all things is Allah, an appeal is made to man to turn to Allah inseaddf 
running after false fancies. Allah is not only the source, but the centre of all life and activity, and all afhin 
return to Him. The world is sustained, and human life is sustained, by Allah's grace and providence. “Sustenanet’ 
is to be taken, in Qur'anic language, for all that helps to maintain and develop every aspect of life, physical 


and spiritual. It would be the height of folly, then, pe ES apap apueccecyeag 
in His Revelation. : 


5. O men!. certainly 
The promise of Allah**’* 
Is true. Let not then 
This present life deceive you,**’’ 
Nor let the Chief Deceiver 
Deceive you about Allah. 
6. Verily Satan is an enemy i 
To you: so treat him**’* 
As an enemy. He only 
t Invites his adherents, 
That they may become 
Companions of the Blazing Fire. 


$875. And yet there will be human perversity which willireject the True and accept the ralou/ taal 

of Allah is not discouraged by this, as everything ultimately recurns co Allah, anc we must trust His Wisdem 
in His Universal Plan. (R). un 
- 

$876. In verse 3 above the appeal was on the basis of the Past and the Present; now the appeal it ot 

the basis of the Future. Allah's grace has promised us the Garden of Bliss; His justice has promised us the 
Fire of Suffering, Both promises are certain to be fulfilled. On which side shall we range ourselve? 
of i. 

$877. Cf $1:33 and n. $624. The deception of Evil takes two forms. (1) The seductive temptation d 

this world may deceive us into forgetting the Hereafter. (2) The Arch: Enemy himself may so blind our spiritual 
vision that we may say with him, “Evil! be thou my good!" We may be misled by easy stages. Are we on our gua 
“4 

$878. Evil is our enemy and should be treated as such. It is really foreign to our nature, howevermud 

it may disguise itself to deceive us as our friend, or a part of our nature. Personifying the Spirit of Evi, « 
may say that he wants us to share in his own damnation. Shall we allow ourselves to fall into his mar? 
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For those who believe an, 
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___ Is Forgiveness, and 
_ A magnificent Reward, Se y Spine 
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> SECTION 2. 


8. "Is he, then, to whom 
The evil of his conduct 
Is made alluring, so 


ire Sess O; 


hae dk “ef 


| That he looks upon it**° Loam ol epadber 
As good, (equal to one 2B” F Stb0 

Sh Who is rightly’ guided)? fe Jnasalb 
For Allah leaves to stray oo. ees ee 

_ Whom He wills, and guides Clerc Gag 6 
Whom He wills. So SB pe 4 pete 240 


Let not thy soul go out 

In (vainly) sighing after them: 
_ For Allah knows well 

~All that they do! 


9. It is Allah Who sends 
- “Forth the Winds, so that 
raise up the Clouds,**** 

- And We drive them 

~~ To a Land that is dead, 
And revive the earth therewith 
After its death: even so 

(Will be) the Resurrection! 
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GPL eZ 
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$879. To reject Allah is to reject all the good which He has implanted in our nature. Are we going to 
be false to the true Pattern according to which He created us, and suffer the consequences? Or are we going 
to be true to that Pattern and achieve the high and noble Destiny intended for us? 2 
_ 


© su00. Cf. n. 3877 above. Siineditn dliine: oienechatancielah adamant adenine Grade his case 
ishopeless. Can such aman profit by preaching or guidance? He has himself deliberately rejected all guidance. 
‘Sach a man is best left to stray. Perhaps, even in the paths in which he is straying, some sudden flash of light 

come to him! That may be as Allah wills in His holy and wise Purpose and Plan. But the man of God 
‘Wnot to worry or feel disheartened by such men’s attitude, He must go on tilling the soil that is open to him. 
for Allah's Plan may work in all sorts of unexpected ways, as in the allegory in the next verse. (R). 


a $881. The allegory here is double, (1) Dry, unpromising soil may seem, to all intents. and purposes, dead; 


: is no source of water near; moisture is sucked up by the sun's heat in a far-off ocean, and clouds are 

; winds arise; it seems as if the wind “bloweth as it listeth”, but it is really Allah's Providence that drives 

‘ito the dead land; the rain falls, and behold! there is life and motion and beauty everywhere! So in the spiritual 

world, Allah's Revelation is His Mercy and His Rain; there may be the individual resurrection (Nushtir) or 

of a soul. (2) So again, may be the general Resurrection (Nushiir), the unfolding of a new World 
‘inthe Hereafter, out of an old World that is folded up and dead ( Takwir, S. 81). 
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10. Tf any do seek 


For glory and power —""** 
To Allah belong 

All glory and. power. 

To) Him, mount up 

(All) Words of Purity; 

It is He Who exalts 

Each Deed of Righteousness. 
Those that lay Plots’ 
Of Eyil—for them 

Is a Penalty terrible; 

And the plotting of such 
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Will be void (of result). 


ll) And Allah did ereate™ 
You from dust; 
Then" from a sperm drop; 
Then He made you 
In. pairs, And no female 
Conceives, or lays down ‘ 
(Her load), but with His Ph tee eee 
Knowledge, Nor is a man se 
Long-lived granted length 
OF days, nor-is a part 
Cut off from his life, 
But is in a Decree™" 
(Ordained). All this 
Is casy for Allah ™*" 


oo ee violas 
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ae eet 





3482. Good and Evil are to be distinguished sharply. No good is ever Inst: Ik pote up to the Thaaeal 
Allah, The humblest Good, in word or deed, ls exalted to high rank, [f man secks for mere glory acd power 
there is bo euch thing apart from Allah. But eccking Allah, we attain to the highest glory and power, 


8883. Vets the nature of Evil to work underground, to hide from the Light, t-plot against Highterwmes: 
but Evil ineviably carries ia awn puoishmene. [en plots mar fail minrably. And eventually Evil tisel! oie 
be “blotted our. 


S6R4. Cf (57 and nm. 2570; £2:5 and n. 3773; and 30:20 and nm, $524. Here (he argument is tho mah 
piysical origin lowly; bis physical body ls buy dust. his lite-eperm benees from o part of his body which he 
hides and considers as a place of shame; and the mystery of sex shows that no one individual among mankind 
is sufficient for himeelf. Glory and power and knowledge are notin him, but in Allah, from bi eer 
be derives any glory, or power, or knowledge thar he pomesen, 


S85. “Then” in this and the following clause refers, Mot to stapes of time, bur to atages in che anpueien, 
It it almost equiralese 1 “Further, “abo”, and “in addition”. ; 


SEEE. Things that appear most secret and mysterious to man are all known and ordained by Allah, They 
are all subject to Allah’ Laws and Decrees The mipeery of hurman birth (ee nm. S895 po S184), the 
of vex. the myscery of Life and Death and many other things, sem to man inexplicable. Wut they are all ordained 
hy Allah. and thelr reasdns'ure’fully known to Him, 


$880. Iaeshrhlishahtarsbeney het atersth dab anideciery Svorar-bosdom eqecclipabra ' 
fi differcat: Wt ne tuk oF berden te Hi. fl 2519 and 20, 
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i Nor are the two bodies**** CH Aetyee 
-. Of flowing water alike— ola Ets 
The one palatable, sweet, pic + es 4 
_ And tie ai to drink, at rie 
_ And-the other, salty — a aaetA eee 
And bitter. Yet from each C= 
_ {Kind of water) do ye 47 54 > 
Eat flesh fresh and tender,**** eae are 


_ And ye extract ornaments**”” 


. ead Nip to “ih ie f96- 
To wear; and thou seest US Alon) ys T 
The ships therein that plough 4 ore a = 
_- The waves, that ye may .- Oy Ale 1\ 
~ Seek (thus) of the Bounty pours > \ yo Sp 
‘ of Allah that ye : on ae eee_ 
May be grateful. os <S 
13. He merges Night into Day,**”' Astle 23 1 ‘ zy 3 
Oo nd He merges Day Je ee sR 39 OD 
' Into Night, and He has MAA RR oe al 
Subjected the sun and rab SSS) 3 
_ . The moon (to His Law):*** es PaIyes an . es 
Each one runs its course 
For a term appointed. c win aire A aath 
|. Such is Allah your Lord: ESS S355 sirens 
_ To Him belongs all Dominion. p, 
‘And those whom ye invoke FE ex IZM, 





- $868. See 25:55 and notes $111 and 5112, The great salt Ocean with its seas and gulfs is all‘one; and 
the great masses of sweet water in rivers, lakes, ponds, and underground springs are also one; and each is 
connected with the other by the constant circulation going on, which sucks up vapours, carries them about 
in clouds ot atmospheric moisture, and again brings them condensed into water or snow or hail to mingle 
with rivers and streams and get back into the Ocean. 


i 3 
“$889. For this whole passage see 16:14 and notes 2034 and 2035, Both from the sea and from rivers and 


lakes we get fish, of which some kinds have a flesh particularly fresh and tender, and of a most delicate flavour. 


$890. Such as pearls and coral from the sea, and such delicately tinted stones as the Agig (carnelian), 

he agate, the goldstone, or other varieties of quartz pebbles found in riverbeds, and considered as gems. Many 

are found in the Ken river in Banda District (in India), Some river sands also yield minute quantities 

of gold. In large navigable rivers and big lakes like those of North America, as well as in the sea, there are 
highways for shipping and commerce. (R). 


i 


(. ou 
. $891. Cf. 22:61. The phases of Light in nature may have other uses. But for man they mark periods of 
rest. and activity, and have great influence on his physical, moral, and spiritual life. 


» $892. Cf 18:2. The sun and the moon mark phases of light, and serve man during the periods of the 
day and night. The sun marks the seasons, and is the source of heat and energy and physical life for the whole 
tolar system. The sun and the moon run according to fixed laws, and they will continue to do so, not forever, 
but for the period appointed for their duration by Allah. 


3893. Allah's might and majesty, and Allah's goodness and wisdom, having been shown by a few examples, 
it follows that it is folly to seek or worship any other power but Allah. Ir only throws off man into false paths, 
and takes him farther and farther away from the Truth. 
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14. Tf ye invoke them, 


To your call, and if" 

They were to listen, 

‘They cannot answer 

Your (prayer). On the Day 

Of Judgement they will reject"*** 
Your “Partnership”. And none, 
(O mani) can tell thee™" 

(The Truth) like the One 

Who is acquainted with all things. 


“ag A, ao’; 


SECTION 4, 


15. ® ye ment It is 
Ye that have need 
Of Allah: but Allah is" 
The One Free of all wants, 
Worthy of all praise. 


sl SATO ® 
le ie ca zi sive 
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lb. If He so pleased, He 
Could blet you out 
And bring in 
A New Creation 
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17. Nor is that (at all) 


Pee Pd ee 
Difficult for Allah." spel a @ 





S894. Gitedt the thin, white shia that covers the date sone. It has neither strength mor texrere, and 
haa no value whatever Any one relying on any power other than that of Allah relies on nothing whateve 
The Geri in wore than the proverbial “broken reed”) 7° 4:53 and 4124. where the word magit ‘the gree 
in a date stone, is used similarly for a thing of no value or significance. 


S805. Falee of imaginary objects of worhip seree no purpose whatever ‘They carmot tear: if they could 
hear they could nor grant prayers or petitions. Tn fact, if they are real crearores, soch as angels ot detied 
human beings. they will very rightly repudiate any mich worship as brings them into competition or ~ partnernhip’ 
with Allah See nex: more. 


2496, Cf 20:28 and nm. M408; also 54/404). No false ideas or falee impressions will remain when tm 
values are restored. Why not then accept the Truth now in this life, and get on to the true path of Grace 


$807 None can tell you'the Troth beterr than He Who is AllWise and All: Knowing. (Why nouccest 
Hit Mesage and receive His guidance? 


$698. What isman that Alish chowld cere for him, iostroct him, and send him epecial memenpen o 
worn him of damgerand han? li io man that depends on Allah ane has need of Min every momen af ie 
life, Allah bas eo meedool him, bet He bestest His Grace on him oon all His creatures, oot of His on booniel 
Mercy and loving kindness If it were Allah’s Will. He could blot oot man for ba rebellion and oma 


9899. There is no limit to Allah's creative power, nor b His ceative energy anything fare cr ceomal 
Vhis i the force of the word Gait here. Altabis:cenaloe.emperets i eneteiaed cpt caine Bat Ae te 
condition in the oniverse, 
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If one heavily laden should 
Call another to (bear) his load, 
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Even though he be nearly! %3 ee jb i, 


Related. Thou canst but 
Admonish such as fear 

Their Lord unseen**”* 

And establish regular Prayer.*** 
And whoever purifies himself 
Does so for the benefit 

Of his own soul; and 

The destination (of all) 


- o- 7 3 


Ata, Arg 

yh digscls} 
€ 

242 20'S “46> o-tt Se 

é Nya aly ages 


det Roles ee sces 


Ao Fr i A 


eet eae 


Deedlas\ bbs 





Is to Allah. 


19. The blind and the seeing 


4 sal, 1 Wee: | -% it Cer rr 
Are not alike; wally ENE RAS OD 


20. Nor are the depths st 


Of Darkness and the Light; SAY, SI, © 
21. Nor are the (chilly) shade Bae Gk eon, 
And the (genial) heat.of the SSA BI, @ 
sun: 





$900. Bearer: wizivalun: feminine in Arabic, as referring to the soul (na/s), as in 6:164 and 53:38. 


$901. Natural relationship may be considered as a reasonable cause or opportunity for bearing each other's 
burdens. For example, a mother or a father might offer to die for her or his child, and wce versa. But this 
does not apply to spiritual matters, There the responsibility is strictly personal and cannot be transferred to 
another, In 29:15 we are told that the misleaders “will bear other burdens along with their own": but the 
context shows that the “other” burdens are the burdens of deluding the others with their falsehoods. Both 
sins are their own, vrz., their original sin, and the sin of deluding the others. But the responsibility will be 
doubled. (Cf n. 1019, n. 1515, and n. $775). 


_ 3902. Bil ghayb: unseen in the adverbial sense. The man, who, though he does not see Allah, so realises 
Allah's Presence in himself as if he saw Him, is the man of genuine Faith, and for him Allah's Revelation 
comes through many channels and is always fruitful. (Cf 36:11). 


~ $903. Prayer is one of the means of purifying ourselves of lower motives in life, for in prayer we seek 

the Presence of Allah; but the purity which we seek is for our own souls: we confer no favour on Allah or 
on any Power in the spiritual world, as some imagine who make “gifts to Allah, In any case the destination 
of all is to Allah. 


$904. Now we are offered some contrasts between those who obey Allah's Law and are thus citizens of 
Allah's Kingdom and those who are rebels against Allah's Kingdom and are thus outlaws. How can they be 
considered alike? The godly are like those who see, as contrasted with those who are blind; and their motives 
and actions are like the purest and highest Light, contrasted with the depths of darkness; or, to take another 
metaphor, their lives are like the genial and warmth-giving heat of the sun, which benefits all who come within 
its influence, contrasted with the chilly shadows of gloom in which no vegetation flourishes. (R). 
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24. Verily We have sent thee heals \\; 
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Of glad tidings," Races |, 
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26. In the end did I ace 
Punish those who rejected Sie rane ® 
Faith: and how (terrible) “, es 
Was My rejection (of them)! MSEES 





$08, The final Contras: between the Living and the Dead! thote whose future haa in it the promise ef 
growth and fulfilment. and those who are inert and on the road to perleh, With Allah everything bs pouible: 
He can give Life to the Dead. But the human Teacher should sot expect that peuple who are (spiritually 
dead and buried will by any chance bear his call. 


$906. The function of a Prophet is to preach Allah's Truth, to poine our the clght Way. to show cen 
the need of repencance, and to warn them against che danger which they incor by living-a life of evil: He 
cnnet compel them to accept the Truth or listen eo the Memage 


4907, li & Allah Who senda the Revelation, While there is warning in ic for the heedless, there in good 
news (in Christian terma, the gospel) for those who listen and repent The warning always came to all people 
before punmhmcns, 


$908, The chree things bere metitioned are alo menitioged in 3:184, where [ have explained the meaning 
inn. 490, Allepiritual teaching centres round the enidence of Allah in-our lived, ihe sublime tracking of 
men of God. and sbe cule and law which guide holy: living. (Rj. 


a8. Cf a8s44 and db. The epee of leh henily eealiie ihe verrible consequences io them 
individually and collectively, if Allah's grace ds withdrasn from them and they ane defi to perish in their om 
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C. 198.— Man can see by his own experience 

(35:27-45.) What infinite shades and grades of colour 
There are in nature. So are there grades 
In the spiritual world. The Good and the True 
Understand Allah, Who knows and watches 
Over all His creatures. The Good will reach 
Eterna! Bliss, while the Evil will find 
No helper. Arrogance and plotting will be 
The undoing of Evil: its doom 
Is sure, if it fails to profit by the respite 
Granted by the All-Merciful Allah. 


SECTION 4. 

27. Seest thou not that AW Bas, if, V4 At RAI f 
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From the sky? With it Gus ‘er Sel vad: 
We then bring out produce Gat Fusion > i 
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‘ cattle, she sek Peo 
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$910. Everyone can see how Allah's artistry produces from rain the wonderful variety of crops and fruits— 
golden, green, red, yellow, and showing all the most beautiful tints we can think of. And cach undergoes 
in nature the gradual shading off in its transformation from the raw stage to the stage of maturity. 


$911, These wonderful colours and shades of colours are to be found not only in vegetation but in rocks 
and mineral products. There are the white veins of marble and quarts us of chalk, the red laterite, the blue 
basaltic rocks, the ink-black flints, and all the variety, shade, and gradation of colours. Speaking of mountains, 
we think of their “azure hue” from a distance, due to atmospheric effects, and these atmospheric effects lead 
our thoughts to the glories of douds, sunsets, the zodiacal lights. the aurora borealis, and all kinds of Nature's 
gorgeous pageantry. 


$912. In the physical shapes of human and animal life, also, we see variations in shades and gradations 
of colours of all kinds, But these variations and gradations, marvellous though they be, are as nothing compared 
with variations and differences in the inner or spiritual world. See next note. 


| $915. In outer nature we can, through colours, underand and appreciate the finest shades and gradations. 
But in the spiritual world that variation or gradation is even more subtle and more comprehensive. Who can 
truly understand it? Only Allah's servants, who know, #.¢,, who have the inner knowledge which comes through 
their acquaintance with the spiritual world—it is such people who truly appreciate the inner world, and it 
is they who know that the fear of Allah is the beginning of wisdom. For such fear is akin to appreciation 
and love — appreciation of all the marvellous beauties of Allah's outer and inner world ("Allah is Exalted in 
Might”) and love because of his Grace and Kindness (“Oft-Forgiving”), But Allah's forgiveness extends to many 
who do not truly understand Him, 
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$914, The man of God takes Allah's Revelation (‘the Book") to heart, ever seeks to get closer and closer 
to Allah (“regular Prayer”), and in doing so, is moved more and more to practical Charity for his fellow: 
creatures. He is not ashamed of his Charity (“openly”), but he does not do it to be seen of men (“secretly”): 
he just does what is necessary for his fellow-creatures, whether people talk about it or not. 


8915. Here isa metaphor from commerce. The good man's Charity comes not merely out of superfluitie. 
but out of “whar Allah has provided” for him, He therefore recognises two things; (1) that his wealth (literal 
and metaphorical) i is not his absolutely, but that it is given to him by Allah: and (2) that he must deny himself 
the use of some of it, as a merchant puts by some of his wealth to invest as capital. Only, the godly mans 
Commerce will never fail or fluctuate; because Allah guarantees him the return, and even adds something 
to the return out of His own Bounty. That is, Allah g.ves more than ever our merits deserve. 


$916. No man is perfect. Everyone has his faults. But when a man tries his best in the service of Allah, 
his faults are blotted out, and be is treated as if he had committed no faults; “for Allah is Oft-Forgiving, 
and ready to appreciate seryice”., 


3917. Cf. 14:5, and n. 1877 for shakiir. Allah is ready to recognise, appreciate, and reward the smallest 
service, without regard to the defects in that service, His gracious acceptance is compared to “gratitude” among 
men (Cf. 64:17), 


$918. All Revelation is one. The Qur'an therefore confirms the main and uncorrupted features of previow 
revelations, It must be so, because Allah is fully cognisant of the needs of every age and people; and therefor 
His Message, while it meets those needs, must in essence be the same. His Messengers did not meet each othe 
as men; but their contact with Allah through inspiration unified their Message. And He cares for and watcha 
over all men, and He knows fully what their needs are, even better than they know themselves: 
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$919. The force of “then” is that of finality. The Qur'an is the last Book revealed, Or it may be here 
tw point the contrast between “to thee” in the last verse, 1.¢, the Holy Prophet, in contradistinction to the 
People of Islam, who inherited the Book after him. 


5920. The custodians of the Qur'an after the Holy Prophet were the People of Islam, They were chosen 
for the Book, not in any narrow sense, but in the sense that the Book was given for their age and they were 
charged to obey it and preserve and propagate it, so that all mankind should receive the Message. But it does 
not follow that they are all true and faithful to their charge, as indeed we see too painfully around us today. 
Jos as mankind was chosen collectively to be Vicegerents for Allah, and yet some among mankind fell into 
tvil—even so, some in the house of Islam fail to follow the Light given to them, and thus “wrong their own 
souls”. But some follow a middle course; in their case “the spirit is indeed willing, but the flesh is weak”: 
their intentions are good, but they have much to learn yet of the true Muslim life and Muslim virtues. Then 
there isa third class: they may not indeed be perfect, but both their intentions and their conduct are sound, 
and they form an example to other men: they are “foremost” in every good deed. They are so, not by their 
own merits, but by the Grace of Allah. And they have reached the highest Achievement—the salvation, which 
is typified by the various metaphors that follow. 


992). "The Garden” signifies their environment: all they see about them will give them comfort) rest, 
and satisfaction, and a feeling of beauty and dignity. The jewels and clothes signify their personal external 
gate: here, again, everything will give them a sense of beauty and dignity, comfort, rest, and satisfaction. 
And finally, most important of all, comes their internal state, where again they will have the same sense of 
beauty, dignity, comfort, rest, and satisfaction: this is indicated by their words of Praise (verses 54-35). 


$922. Cf 18:31 and 22:25. 
$928. Cf above, 35:50. Note how beautifully the argument is rounded off. In verse 50 they were told 


that “Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Ready to appreciate service") Now they have reached the Goal. and they 
have found the Promise profoundly true. All their hopes are fulfilled, and their sorrows ended. 
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$924. In case it should be thought that perpetual happiness might cloy or be dull, as would be the cae 
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$925. The "Fire" is the opposite of the “Garden” Instead of there being comfort, rest, and satiate 
in their environment, there will be pain, suffering and anguish. Instead of there being dignity there will be 
humiliation. And there will be no hope of its termination or abatement, not even a hope of annihilation, 


$926. Cf 23:107. Not only will their surroundings be the opposite of those in Heaven: their internal sae 
will be one of humiliation, of piteous and fruitless appeals, of vain regrets for a past that cannot be recalled, 
and vain sighs for a future whose gates they have thernseives barred. If they were sent back, they would relape 
to their sins. Cf 6:28. 


$927. Cf. 7-53. Their hankering after another chance, after having deliberately rejected all chances, will 
have no basis of reason in it. 


$928. They had a long enough respite for repentance and amendment. And moreover, besides all the 
other sources, in nature, history, and their own hearts, by which they could learn of the Right, they had the 
SR NPFRSRCLES C7 OB ACN I gn aR SC ASE In the circumstances the 
Penalty is only the fruit of their own conduct. 
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$929. Everything that exists is known to Allah: not only concrete things, but feelings, motives, plans. 
and acts of the will in the human breast. 


_ 3950. Inheritors: khala\/. In two senses: (1) as Vicegerents of Allah on earth, and (2) as successors to 
previous people who forfeited their rights by wrongdoing. The honour and dignity of (1) and the examples 
af the past in (2) should have kept them straight and made them truly grateful. See also 6:165 and n. 988 


') $951 Their rejection and ingratitude only causes injury to themselves. They lose all honour and incur 
odium in the sight of Allah, and they complete their own undoing. 


_ $952. The people who enthrone in their hearts for worship anything besides Allah may well be asked 
afew questions. Some of such questions are indicated in the text with terse precision: (1) Have you seen these 
gods of yours? Do they exist? “Seeing” of course does not necessarily mean physical sight. We do not see the 
ait, but no one doubts that it exists. And the air is a physical substance. There are forces that we know exist, 
but we do not see them, To us, who have Faith, Allah is a truer Reality than anything else that we know, 
including ourselves, Can the false worshippers say that of any of their false gods? (2) Have your gods created 
or originated anything on earth? You may worship power or wealth, but that is a scramble for things as between 
wifish men. Power or wealth does not create new men or new worlds, ($) Have they a share in the ordering 
ofthe heavens? “The heavens” may mean what you see in the physical universe of astronomy, or the still subtler 
inet life. Obviously your false gods fail there. (4) Or have these false gods a book or revelation from the Supreme 
Ged, with clear evidence, to give them authority to teach men? The Prophets or Messengers of Allah have 
gach authority, and they bring evidence of the One True God. The fact is that falsehood is falsehood, however 
much one form of it may support another by delusions. 
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$933. The universe, as we know it, shows not only evidence of initial designs, but also the working of 
an intelligent Providence, which constantly sustains it. That is Allah. If you could imagine that removed, 
= is howe to keep it going? There would only be chaos. 


5934. Abiasce SARA dds 3 pccording-t0.the-Lovis-encd dectoes.setabliched bp Sab. There are occasional 
lapses and deviations on the part of His creatures. But He does not punish every petty fault. One of His merciful 
qualities is that of repeated forbearance and forgiveness. 


$935. Cf. 6:157. In the first instance this referred to the Quraysh. Their attitude to the People of the 
Book had been one of lofty superiority or of insincere excuses. They twitted the Jews and Christians with devi 
from their own lights and their own revelations; and for themselves, they said they had received no direct 
revelation from Allah, or they would have shown themselves the most amenable to discipline, the most ready 
to follow Allah's Law. This was before the Holy Prophet received his mission from Allah. When he received 
it and announced it, they turned away from it. They fled from it and put a greater and greater distance between 
it and themselves. But this is the way of all sinners. They find much to carp at in others, and much to excuse 
in themselves, But when all grounds for excuse are removed, they will be found, not nearer, but farther and 
farcher away from truth and righteousness. 


$936. ‘Two causes are mentioned why the Truth is refused acceptance. (1) Unregenerate man is arrogant, 
and Truth and Righteousness expose all his pretences. (2) He hopes, by underhanded plots, to undermine 
Truth and destroy it; but he is caught in his own snares, while Truth marches forward triumphant. 


$937. In all history, men who followed evil were dealt with in three stages by Allah: (1) He was forbeanng 
and merciful,and gave them respite; (2) He sent them admonition through his messengers, or His Signs, or 
His revelation; ($8) He dealt out justice and punishment. At any given moment, those given to iniquity may 
well be asked:“Are you going to wait through all these stages or are you going at once to repent, obtain forgivencs 
and walk in the ways of righteousness?" 
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$958. Allah's Laws are fixed, and His ways of dealing with those who follow iniquity are the same in 
all ages. Our human will may falter or turn away from its course, but Allah's Will ever follows its course and 
cannot be turned away by any cause whatever. 


3959. Cf 30:9 and 40:21. If no other argument will convince men who follow evil, let them travel through 
space or time, and learn from the experience of others. Evil always came to an evil end. Let not any one individual 
of generation think that it could escape by some special trick or power. Far wiser and more powerful men 
were personally brought to account for their iniquities. 


3940. Cf 16:61. There would be no salvation for any of us if we went merely on our deserts. It is Allah's 
mercy that saves us and helps us to a better and better life until we attain the goal of our existence. 


S941. A single lixeng creature. This may refer to man, the living crawling creature, with so many possibilities 
and yet so many weaknesses. But it may mean all creatures literally, as the life of this planet more or less 
centres round the life of man. He has been given dominion on this earth, and in his state of purity he is Allah's 


vicegerent. 


$942. Has in His sight all creatures: t.¢., to deal with, according to His Laws of Forbearance, Mercy and 
Jumice: see n. 3937 above. The respite does not mean that any one escapes His vigilant eye. All will be dealt 
with according to their deeds, with justice tempered with mercy. 
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5945. Some Commentators take Y@ to be the vocative article, and Sim to be the abbreviation of /nsin, 
Sin being the only “Firm Letter” in the word. In that case it would be an address to man. “O man!” But 
“man” in this connection is understood to mean the Leader of man, the noblest of mankind, Muhammad, 
the Prophet of Allah. For this Sirah deals mainly with the Holy Prophet and his Message. But no dogmatic 
awertion can be made about the Abbreviated Letters, for which see Appendix 1. pote pe 2. Ya Sin is 
asdally created as a citle of the Holy Prophet. 


3944. The best credentials of the Holy Prophet are: (1) the revelation which he brought ( “the Qur’én”), 
CARN 5 ORR AAS car Wie Way"). The appeal is therefore made on the testimony 
of these two facts. 


5945. The Revelation again is characterised by two attributes which we find most helpful in contemplating 
about Allah. It has force and power: for Allah is Exalted in Might and able to enforce His Will. And it brings 
a Message of hope and mercy; for Allah is Most Merciful. By its characteristics we know that the Qur'in is 
from Allah. (R). 


$946. The Quraysh had received no Prophet before, and therefore one of themselves was made the vehicle 
for the universal Message to the whole world. See C. 12-15. 


5947. Cf. 7:30,-and n. 1012; also 17:16, and n. 2193. If people deliberately and obstinately refuse “to 
believe”, 1... to receive guidance and admonition, the result must be that Allah's grace and mercy are withdrawn 
from them. Their own perversity inevitably blocks up all channels for their correction. 
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$948. Man's misdeeds inevitably call forth the operation of Allah's Law, and therefore the result is in 
Quranic language attributed to Allah. The result of man’s willful disobedience is now described in a series 
of metaphors. (1) Refusal of Allah's Light means less and less freedom of action for man: the yoke of sin is 
fastened round man's neck, and it gets more and more tightened, right up to the chin. (2) The head is forced 
up and kept in a stiff position, so that the mind becomes befogged. Moral obliquity taints the intellect, According 
to the Sanskrit proverb, “When destruction comes near, understanding is turned upside down.” According 
to the Latin proverb, “Whom God wishes to destroy, He first makes demented." In other words, iniquity not 
only is folly, but leads deeper and deeper into folly, narrowness of vision, and blindness to the finer things 
of life. ($) This state of deprivation of Grace leads to such a decline in spriritual vitality chat the victim can 
neither progress nor turn back, as explained in the next verse. 


$949. Their retreat is cut off and their progress is impossible. Further the Light that should come from 
above is cut off, so that they become totally devoid of any hope, and the last gleam of any spiritual understanding 
is extinguished in them. 


$950. When the stage just described is reached, revelation or spiritual teaching ceases to have any value 
for them. Why then preach? The answer is given in the verses following 


$951. «Cf. 35:18. As far as those are concerned, who have obstinately delivered themselves to evil, the 
preaching of Allah's Message has no appeal, because their own will shuts them out. But there are others who 
are anxious to hear Allah's Message and receive Allah's grace. They love Allah and fear to offend against His 
Holy Law, and their fear is not merely superficial but deep-seated: for while they do not yet see Allah, nor 
do other people see them, they have the same sense of Allah's presence as if they saw Him, and their religion 
is not a mere pose, ‘to be seen of men. 


$952. See n. 3902 to 35:18. Unseen is here adverbial: their reverence for Allah is unaffected by the fact 
that they do not see him, or that other people do not observe them, because their attitude arises out of a 
genuine love for Allah. 


$953. To such persons the Messenger of Allah comes as\a gospel or good news: because it shows them 
the way of forgiveness for anything wrong in their past,.and it gives them the promise of a full reward in 
the future — generous beyond any deserts of their own, bur arisingout of Allah's unbounded Bounty. 
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Good tidings, of Forgiveness =1- a4 
And a Reward most generous. a ype 
12. Verily We shall give life**** 19° Zh SRaie 
To the dead, and We record “s3 Pre a> 
That which they sent before a ad tok oe 
And that which they leave*®** was So resco 
Behind, and of all things Sada whe 82 
Have We taken account Awa! So By 
In a clear Book**** Fr 
(Of evidence). Ae sleles 
SECTION 2. 
18. Set forth to them, Se, DE 
By way of a parable, Werpaanely 
The (story of) the Companions***’ if Sp 2 dain 5 Grin oI 


Of the City. Behold, 
There came. messengers to it. 


14. When We (first) sent ete so a] a> 
S| 


To them two messengers, 

They rejected them: veers 7 & SS 
But We strengthened them**** a Ans 
With a third: they said, ‘d, 
“Truly, we have been sent pK ANN {i Jas 


On a mission to you.” 





3954. All this is possible, because there is the assurance of a Hereafter, in which Allah will be all-in-all, 
and evil will no longer bestride the world, as the term of its respite will have expired (Cf 6:36 and 30:19). 


$955. Our deeds, good and bad, go to Allah's Judgement Seat before us. They will of course be brought 
to our account; but our account will also be swelled by the example we left behind us‘and the consequences 
of our deeds, that will come into play or continue to operate after our earthly life had ceased, Our moral 
and spiritual responsibility is therefore much wider than as affects our own person, 


$956, Cf 2:124, and n. 124. All our account will be exactly preserved as in a book of record. 


$957. Many of the classical Commentators have supposed that the City referred to was Antioch. Now 
Antioch was one of the most important cities in North Syria in the first century of the Christian era. It was 
a Greck city founded by Selecus Nicator, one of the successors of Alexander, about $00 B.C. in memory of 
his father Antiochus. It was close to the sea, and had its seaport at Seleucia, Soon after Christ his disciples 
successfully preached there, and they ‘were called Christians first in Antioch”, Acts, 11:26, It afterwards became 
the seat of a most important Bishopric of the Christian Church. In the story told here “by way of a parable”, 
the City rejected the Message, and the City was destroyed; 36:29. Following Ibn Kathir, I reject the identification 
with Antioch decisively. No name, or period, or place is mentioned in the text. The significance of the story 
igin the lessons to be derived from it as a parable, for which see the next note. That is independent of name, 
time, or place. 


» $958. Allah sends His messengers or teachers of Truth by ones and twos, and where the opposition is 
great and He considers it necessary, he supports them with others. Their mission is divine; but they do not 
claim to be more than men. This is used by the unjust and the ungodly:as if it: were-a reproach, whereas 
itshould commmend them to men, for mankind is glorified by such commisssion and by Allah's Self-revelation. 
The Message is clearly expressed in human language, but because it exposes all evil, men think ic unlucky, 
as it checks their selfishness. It is often the poorest and most despised of mankind, from the outskirts or “farthest 
parts of the City’, that accept the Message and are willing to work and die for it. The stiffimecked resist and 
accomplish their own destruction. 
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15, The (people) said: “Ye are 
Only men like ourselves;**** 
And (Allah) Most Gracious 
Sends no sort of revelation:*** 
Ye do nothing but lie.” 
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16. They said: “Our Lord doth 
Know that we have been sent 
On a mission to you:**! 


17. “And our duty is onl Ie de he 
To proclaim the ieee Sali etly tet 59 

Message."39** 

18. The (people) said: “For us, 
We augur an evil omen’ 
From you: if ye desist not, 
We will certainly stone you, 
And a grievous punishment 
Indeed will be inflicted 


On you by us.” 
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19. They said: “Your evil omens 
Are with yourselves;*"* 
(Deem ye this an evil omen), 
If ye are admonished? 

Nay, but ye are a people 
Transgressing all bounds!''*** 





3959. Cf. Acts, 14:15, where Paul and Barnabas say, in the city of Lystra near the modern Konia, "We 
also are_men with like passions with you, and preach unto you that ye should turn from these vanities * 


$960. They not only reject the mission of the particular messengers. but they deny the possibility of Allah} 
sending such mission. Note how they convict themselves of inconsistency by using Allah's name “Most Grado” 
even though they may mean it ironically! 


$961. Just as a Messenger whose credentials are doubted can refer to the authority granted by his Principal 
as the highest proof of his mission, so these messengers of Allah invoke the authority of Allah in proof of ther 
mission. In effect they say: “The knowledge of Allah is perfect, and He knows that our mission is from Him 
if you do not, it is your own misfortune.” (R). ee 


$962. Then they proceed to explain what their mission is. It is not to force them but to convince them. 
It is to proclaim openly and clearly Allah's Law, which they were breaking —to denounce their sins and 
show them the better path. If they were obstinate, it was their own loss. If they were rebellious against Att 
the punishment rested with Allah. 


3965. Tar means a bird. Like the Roman augurs, shel Acahe dhad.@. eapacuicion:ebtns dasiiaiiill 
from birds, Cf. the English word ausperous, from the Latin avis, a bird, and specio, | see. From Ta tr (bind) 
came (alayyara, or ittayyara, to draw evil omens. Because the prophets of Allah denounced evil, the evildoen 
thought that they brought ill-luck to them, As a matter of fact any evil that happened to them was the rent 
of their own ill-deeds, Cf. 17215, Servite ea hieaghee ler Rena itty ginelpir tain 
and 27:47, where the Thamid ascribed ill-luck to the preaching of Salih. 


$964. “What ye call omens arise from your own ill-deeds. Do you suppose that a man who comes to warn 
you and teach you the better way brings you ill-luck? Fie upon you! (Cf 17:13). 


” 
3965. To call Good evil and accuse of falsehood men of truth who come unselfishly to bring the mem 
of the beneficent Mercy of Allah, is the very height of extravagance and transgression. 2 
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. Then there came running, “esa Fai | {: 

_ From the farthest part roael Cails.c5 
Of the City, a man,**** 7 jn" ef seq cs 
Saying, “O my People eed LAs IGS 
Obey the messengers: 

fn 

21. “Obey those who ask Bika pe 

' No reward of you Kies inl ap 
(For themselves), and who have 4 pees nae. j 
Themselves received Guidance.*** Ane ae a 

a 

22. “It would not be reasonable At ssetctruier 

An me if I did not CMA, 
Serve Him Who created me,*** el & mnt «74% 
And to Whom ye shall QT” acl Bhi 

é (All) be brought back. 

23. "Shall I take (other) gods oe et Ee 
Besides Him? If (Allah) AG Sliaas soe rele 
Most Gracious should le acess 
Intend some adversity for me,**” ial O32 Ve 

a Of no use whatever 4ee* ae % -- 

Will be their intercession ene gtaae ed) st 
For me, nor can they ; Se ose 

qu: “Deliver me. YItan Jy 


24. “Il would indeed, 


“If I were to do so, nS 315 6) 3) Kp 


eS Be in manifest Error. 






| 3966. While the wealthy, influential, and fashionable men in the City were doubtful of Allah's providence 
and superstitiously believed in Chance and evil omens, the Truth was seen by a man in the outskirts of the 
_ City, a man held in low esteem by the arrogant. He had believed, and he wanted his City to believe. So, in 
Arabia when the arrogant chiefs of Quraysh exiled the Prophet. it was men from Madinah and from the 
_qukirs, who welcomed him, believed in him, and supported his mission in every way, 


yy 5967, Prophets do not seek their own advantage, They serve Allah and humanity. Their hope lies in the 
good pleasure of Allah, to Whose service they are devoted. Cf. 10:72; 12:104; ete, 


| © 5968. The argument throughout is that of intense personal conviction for the individual himself, coupled 
with an appeal to his people to follow that conviction and get the benefit of the spiritual satisfaction which 
Vhethss himself achieved. He says in effect: “how is it possible for me to do otherwise than to serve and adore 
my Maker? | shall return to Him, and so will you, and all this applies to you as much as to me’ Note how 
_ efiective is the transition from the personal experience to the collective appeal. 
seta 
$969. The next plea is that for exclusive service to Allah. ‘Suppose it were proper to worship other gods — 
Mammon, Self, or imaginary deities set up as idols yet of what benefit would that be? All power is in Allah. 
In His universal Plan, He may chink fit to give me some sorrow or punishment: would these subordinate deities 
beable to help me or intercede for me with Him? Not at all, What use would they be? In fact | should obviously 
en wandering from the true Path.’ 
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25. “For me, I have faith f S- “i of Ss “\< — ro 
In the Lord of you (all):**”° Poms Kee oi} 
Listen, then, to me!" 


26. It was said: “Enter thou'*’! Ace Soft, 
The Garden.” He said: ; Jo3'h5 
“Ah me! ‘Would that = Ser -< + acne 
My People knew (what I know)! — Ose Cs chi 
27. “For that my Lord**?? 2174710 
Has granted me Forgiveness QY Ge B® 
And has enrolled me “<2 ie ae 
Among those held in honour!" - wen 
. And We sent not down “¢ "Sarre See ) 
Against his People, after him, amined gs Selby @ 





Any hosts from heaven, aa alae Lice 
Nor was it needful ib jal lays Goa hoy 


For Us so to do. 


29° It was no more than elec Salat 4 | ety gl 
A single mighty Blast,**”? ade yao Y Ci6G] O 
And behold! they were bh pore 
P (like ashes)*°7* Opes all 


Quenched and silent. 





$970. Again a transition from the assured personal conviction to the appeal to all to profit by the speaker) 
experience. ‘I have found the fullest satisfaction for my soul in Allah. He is my God, but He is your Ged 
also. My experience can be yours also. Will you not follow my advice, and prove for yourselves that the Lord 
is indeed good?’ 


r 


8971. This godly and righteous man entered into the Peace of Allah. typified by the Garden of Rest and 
Beauty. Perhaps it is implied that he suffered martyrdom. But even then his thoughts were always with bi 
People. He regretted their obstinacy and want of understanding. and wished even then that they might reper 
and obtain salvation, but they were obdurate and suffered for their sins as we learn from verses 28-29 below 


$972, This man was just a simple honest soul, but he heard and obeyed the call of the prophets at 
obtained his spiritual desire for himself and did his best to obtain salvation for his people. For he loved th 


people and respected his ancestral traditions as far as they were good, but had no hesitation in accepting 


the new Light when it carne to him. All his past was forgiven him and he was raised to dignity and honow 
in the Kingdom of Heaven. . 
ia 

3978. Allah's Justice or Punishment does not necessarily come with pomp and circumstance, nor hin 


the forces of human evil or wickedness the power to require the exertion of mighty spiritual forces to wbée 


them. A single mighty Blast — either the rumbling of an earthquake, or a great and violent wind — was suffices 
in this case. Cf 11:67 and n. 1561 (which describes the fate of the Thamiid); also,n waa yheapir ge 
56:55, and 37:19. 

~ 


$974. Cf 21:15. They had made a great deal of noise in their time, but they were reduced to diene 
like spent ashes. 
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). Ah! alas for (My) servants! Hea Galt (ies - 
“ai There comes not a messenger spo tarcall a \ 9 pons 
-- hg them barairinock him!"* cp eee 


a by Ose, ES ANON 5. 
e stmt HOSES ® 


We destroyed? Not to them”™™ 


Will they return: Spa eee gga 


$2. But each one of them aes f F 
All—will-be boughs . Ogratliter i Pols @ 
_. Before Us (for judgement). seth 


C. 195. — Are there not Signs enough around you 
(36;33-50.) To bear witness to Allah, and His saving Grace? 
. The earth dies and revives; there are mysteries 
Of Life and Sex, of Light and the Stars 
we And Planets in heaven, that follow 

fr % Their orbits by Law and in harmony! . 
There are the ships and the modes of transport | 
By which man can conquer the forces 


Around him with God-given Gifts! 
Learn the Law of Goodness from them 
And believe in the Hereafter; it will come 
f>> When least expected, Be prepared for Allah! 
al SECTION 3. 
33. ASign for them Lgerelaccd eel TAPAR ale ae 
Is the earth that is dead:”” 
: We do give it life, | ps Bet beure cert 
And produce grain therefrom, ey 1H sores 5 


Of which ye do eat. 





3975. Cf 6:10 and many other passages of similar import Ignorant men mock at Allah's prophets, or 
who takes Religion seriously. But they do not reflect that such levity reacts on themselves. Their own 
sfe ruined and they cease to count. If they study history, they will see that countless generations were 
before them because they did not take Truth seriously and undermined the very basis of their individual 
and collective existence. 
9 diy servants is here equivalent to “men”. As a Si te Gey RV ARERR LAE NSN 
as His own servants. 


9976. Not to tem will they return. What do the pronouns them and they refer to? Commentators and 

have construed them differently, and some of them evade the question, To my mind the best 

scems to be: the generations which we have destroyed before the people addressed ( to they not 

7") will not be restored to the people addressed; generations (quran) standing for the periods of prosperity 

nd good fortune enjoyed by the ancestors. They have all been wiped out; they will never be restored, but 
people will be brought before the Judgement Seat for giving an account of their deeds. 


©) 9977. Lest anyone should say, “if they are destroyed, how can they be brought before the Judgement Seat’ 


symbol is pointed to, The earth is to all intents and purposes dead in the winter, but Allah revives it in 
me spring. Cf 2.164, 90:19, and many other passages to that effect. 
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Orchards with date palms” 
And Vines, and We cause 4 oat. 7. “ae ee 
Springs to gush forth therein: : othe apy 3 
35. That they may enjoy”” OTR tet Sal 
The fruits of this (artistry): d, os us 
‘Tt was not their hands™” etter cre 
That made this: mee acleely 
Will they not then give thanks? Pat Pa an 
| by Esl 
36. Glory to Allah, Who created Hae NIsE pz Rie & 
In pairs all things that™ ae , aa ‘ *¢ 
The earth produces, as well as EE ein ©) es 
Their own (human) kind Melis eV lewis 
And (other) things of which Aeneas + 
They have no. knowledge, Oyen lay 
37, And a Sign for th ey cleAbete 
. a Sign for them ’ 3 dole 
Is the Night: We withdraw™™ ong 7 i nat 
Therefrom the Day, and behold el 6 eet Fea il 
They are plunged in darkness; Ore te ap # a “ 
38. And the Sun. | : 7 eZ Ao ae 
Runs its course ra SF nn) iO) 
For a period determined tt -22 
* For it; that is AA eer 





3978. Date palms and vines stind-as-symbols for fruit wees of all kinds, these being the characterisic 
fruits of Arabia. Grain was mentioned in the last verse; fruit is mentioned now. All that is necessary for food 
anid the satisfaction of the choicest palate is produced from what looks like inert soil, fertilised by rain and 
springs. Here is wonderful evidence of the artistry and providence of Allah. 


$979. Literally, rat (akalak Cf 7:19: n- 1004 and 5-66, n: 776. The same wide meaning of profit, satisfuction, 
and enjoyment may be attached to the word “eat” in verse 33 above, 


3980, Man may till the soil and sow the seed, but the productive forces of nature were not made by man’s 
hands. They are the handiwork and artistry of Allah, and are evidence of Allah's providence for His creatures, 
See n- 3978 above. 


3981. The mystery of sex. runs through all creation—in man, in animal life, in vegetable life and powibly 
in other things of which we have no knowledge. Then there are pairs of opposite forces in nature, ¢g., positive 
and negative electricity, etc. The atom itself consists of a positively charged nucleus of protons, surrounded 
by negatively charged electrons, The constitution of matter itself is thus referred to pairs of opposite energics. 


S982. Withdrawing the Day from the Night: is a striking phrase and very apt. The Day or the Lights 
the positive thing. The Night or Darkness is merely negative. We cannot withdraw the negative. But if we 
withdraw the real thing, the positive, which filled the void, nothing fs left but the void, The whole of this 
section deals with Signs and Symbols—things in the physical world around us, from which we can learn the 
deepest spiritual truths if we earnestly apply ourselves to them. 


3983. Mustagarr may mean; (1) a limit of time, a period determined, as in 6:67, or (2) a place of rew 
or quiescence; or (3) a dwelling place, as in 2:36. I think the first meaning is best applicable here; but some 
Commentators take the second meaning. (R). 
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_ . 54m Paes | of. ae 
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P The exalted in Might, 
__... The All-Knowing. 
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49, And the Moon— 453 wil! 
We have measured for it aie 624. 
Mansions (to traverse) ole jk 
Till it returns 4 tty, 
~~. Like'the old (and withered) pisdloess 
Lower part of a date stalk™” | hh 
’ > 
we late iis Cand V8, 2G 
40. Itis not permitted HM GH ANY © 
-. . To the Sun to catch up™ Bircies yu eRe Gen ct 
~The Moon, nor can ASCII al 
_. The Night outstrip the Day: yor Dold | 1H, 
Each (just) swims along™” . SpA 3 


; In (its own) orbit 
~~~ (According to Law). 


id Cinta rae aap 
41, Anda Sign-for them. wreseble Ll sb ales 


af ‘Is that We bore™ roe v i Bs $7 rare. 
__ Their race (through the Flood) gevidiuiaig 
_... In the loaded Ark; : 
- If aor Whi 
42. And We have created ESAVW ferns JOG: 


‘For them similar (vessels)”” 
On which they ride. 





"$984. The lunar mansions are the 28 divisions of the Zodiag, which are supposed to make the daily course 
of the moon in the héavens from the time of the new moon to the time when the moon fades away in its 
*inter-Hinar swoon”, an expressive phrase coined by the poet Shelley... | 

8985. ° Urjfiin, a raceme of dates or of a date palm; or the base or lower part of the raceme, When it 
becomes old, it becomes yellow, dry, and withered, and curves up like a sickle, Hence the comparison with 
the sickle-like appearance of the new moon, The moon runs through all its phases, increasing and decreasing, 
until it disappears, and then reappears as a little thin curve. 

5986. Though the sun and the moon both traverse the belt of the Zodiac, and their motions are different, 
they never catch up each other. When the sin and the moon are on the same side and on a line with the 
earth there is a solareclipse, and when on opposite sides in a line, there is a hinar eclipse, but there is no 
clash. Their Laws are fixed by Allah, and form the subject of study in astronomy, Similarly Night and Day 
follow cach other, but being opposites cannotcoincide, a fit emblem of the opposition of Good and Evil, Truth 
and Falsehood: see also n. 3982 above. 

3987, Cf 21:53, and n, 2695. How beautifully the rounded courses of the planets and heavenly bodies 
ae described, “swimming” through space, with perfectly smooth motion! As Shakespeare expresses it, each 
“in his motion like an angel sings, Sull quiring to the young-ceyed cherubims!” 

$988, Besides the beauty of the Night, with the stars and the planets “swimming” in their rounded courses 
according to perfect Law, suggesting both symmetry and harmony, there are other Signs touching closely the 
life of man himself, projected through Time, in the past history of his race and in his own personal experience. 
The past history of his race takes us to the story of the Flood, which is symbolical of the deliverance of man 
from the forces of nature. Noah's Ark ithe symbol of that deliverance. But the symbol still remains as a memoria 
the Ark was a “Sign to all Peoples”; 29:15, Man's own personal experience is appealed to in every ship afloat: 
ec next note. 

$989, The stately ships sailing through the seas, heavier than water, yet carrying man and his goods safely 
and smoothly across the waters, are another Sign for man. Ships are not mentioned, but (vessels) like the Ark: 
they would cover all kinds of seacraft, but also the modern aircraft, which “swims” through air imstead of 
through water. 
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43. If it were Our Will,” 
We could drown them: 
Then would there be 
No helper (to hear 
Their cry), nor could 
They be delivered 


















44... Except by way of Mercy 
From Us, and by way 
Of (worldly) convenience 
(To serve them) for a time.”™ 


45. Bren they-are told, 


~ “Fear ye that which is™ Dr Pa gil 
Before you and that which S$GILG; Sigal 
_ . Will be after you, in order art 
~ That ye may receive Mercy,” Cacek Lit 
(They turn back): wry 
' an 2 oY 4" te Gi 

46. Nota Sign comes to them Reto vas &} 

From among the Signs”™” ion. pe 
Of their Lord, but they Cae WA mf 
Turn away therefrom. ers 

hon 5 i2 Ros % iti - 

47. And when they are told, as ealpadileA31, Oo) 
“Spend ye of (the bounties)” 9 seu aay ; sO baa 
With which Allah (ya yall S525 35) 
Has provided you.” the Unbelievers 1 hoy. 
Say to those who believe: wail pualecrdll 


“Shall we then feed those 


8990. Were it not that Allah gives man the intelligence and ingenuity to construct and manage seacrall 
find aircraft, the natural laws of gravity would lead to the destroction of any who attempted to pass through 
sea or air. It is the gift (mercy) of Allah that saves him. 


; 

S991, Gf 16:80, Allah has given man all these wonderful things in nature and utilities produced by the 
skill and intelligence which Allah has given to man. Had it not been for these gifts, man’s life would have 
been precarious on sea or land or in the air. It is only Allah's Mercy that saves man from destruction for man's 
own follies, and that saving or the enjoyment of these utilides and conveniences he should not considera 
eternal: they are only given for a time, in this life of probation. 


$992. Man should consider anc beware of the consequences of his past, and guard against the consequences 
in his future. The present is only a fleeting moment poised between the past and the future, and gone even 
while it is being mentioned or thought about. Man should review his whole life and prepare for the Hereafter, 
If-he does so, Allah is Merciful: He will forgive, and give strength for a better and higher life in the furwe 
But this kind of teaching does not suit those steeped in this ephemeral life. They are bored, and turn away 
from i, to their own loss. 


3903. The Signs of Allah are many, in His great world —in nature, in the hean of man, and in the Revelation 
sent through His messengers, They turn away from all of them, as a man who has ruined his eyesight orm 
away from the light. 


3994. To selfish men, the good may make an appeal, and say: “Look Allah has given you wealth, or 
influehce, or knowledge, or talent. Why not spend some of it in charity, i, for the good of your fellow-creanume 
But the selfish only think of themselves and laugh such teaching to scorn 
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Whom, if Allah had so willed,” ae bakin 
He would have fed, (Himself)?— Bassin 
/ Ye are in nothing . d ligilesnapern : s4. 
“4 But manifest error.” . pape 33) o} 
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" pass), S 
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~~ twill seize them while =) 
—~ They are yer disputing pra. <9 Fe 
Among themselves! Ese 
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C. 196, — When the Day comes, men will be taken | 
(36:51-83.) Aback. The Judgement Seat will be established. 
2 ; ~~ Blessed will be those who attain Salvation: 

. Their Joy, Satisfaction, and Peace will be crowned 
Ks ; ~~ With nearness to their Lord! 
Alas for the Sinful, who deliberately 
Followed Evil: their own nature 
And actions will speak against them: 
They will face the realities of Punishment! 
Both Revelation and Nature are eloquent 
In instructing man for his own good 
In the Hereafter, which will come 
4 Asa certainty. Praise and Glory to Allah! 





$995. They are too full of themselves to have a Corner in their hearts for others. “If,” they say, “Allah 
gave them nothing, why should we?” There is arrogance in this as well as blasphemy: arrogance in thinking 
that they are favoured because of their merits, and blasphemy in laying the blame of other people's misfortunes 
on Allah. They further try to turn the tables on the Believers by pretending that the Believers are entirely 
on the wrong track. They forget that all men are on probation and trial; they hold their gifts on trust; those 
apparently less favoured, in that they haye fewer of this world’s goods, may be really more fortunate, because 
they are learning patience, self-reliance, and the true value of things ephemeral which is apt to be very much 

ted in men’s eves. 


9096, In addition to the arrogance and blasphemy referred to in the last.note, they not only refuse Faith, 
but they taunt the men of Faith as if the men of Faith were dealing in falsehood: “If there is a Hereafter, 
tell us when it will be!” The answer is: “It will come sooner than you expect; you will yet be disputing about 
things of Faith and neglecting your opporuinitics in Life, when the Hour will sound, and you will have not 
time even to make your disposition in this life: you will be cut off from everyone whom you thought to be 
near and dear to you, or able to help you!” 
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5).. The trumpet shall be”” Alls pli py ®) 


Sounded, when behold! 


From the sepulchres (men) MS Oo" Aa 1 Re 
Will rush forth Geodon’) yi 
To their Lord! 

52. They will say: “Ah! hoot hic 
Woe unto us! Who 2 Csi Je © 
Hath raised us up e oes rated te 
From our beds of repose?”. ..”” eee 
(A voice will say:) LM ee eee 
“This is what (Allah) Pea Ne 5 Ula 

Most Gracious had promised, 
And true was the word 5a” rs ae 
ee Hae 
Of the messengers!” rl 3 

53, Itwill be no more SM EATEN et 
Than a single Blast,” ae er eo I 
When lo! they will all ZI tS mete — oS 7" 
Be brought up before Us! Qipnet Calne bp 

54. Then, on that Day, aN paca | 
Not a soul will be bles Yes lb © 
Wronged in the least, > ed Nid oe 
And ye shall but Sy FV Se 
Be repaid the meeds PRS Se 25 
Of your past Deeds, o glass soy) 

55. Herily the Companions™ PUD A Fane CO} 


Of the Garden shall 


$997. Traditionally, the angel who will sound the Trumpet is Israffl, but the name does not occur in 
the Qur'an. The Trumpet is mentioned in many places: ¢g¢, 6:73; 78:18, ete. 

3998. The dead will rise as in a stupor, and they will be confused in the new conditions! They will gradually 
regain their memory and their personality. They will be reminded that Allah in His grace and mercy had 
already announced the Hereafter in their probationary lives,and the word of Allah's messengers, which then 
seemed so strange and remote, was true and was now being fulfilled! 

3999. Time and Space, as we know them here, will be no more. The whole gathering will be as in the 
twinkling of an eye (Cf 36:29 and 4:49 above, and 37:19). 


4000. The Judgement will be on the highest standard of Justice and Grace, Not the least merit will go 
unrewarded, though the reward will be for the righteous far more than their deserts. No penalty will be extracted 
but that which the doer himself by his past deeds brought on himself. Cf 28:84. 

4001, We now have the symbolism for the indescribable Bliss of the Hereafter, in the four verses, 55-58. 
Notice the subtle gradation in the description. First, in this verse, we have the nature of the mise m sow 
and the nature of the joy therein. It will be a Garden t¢., everything agreeable to sce and hear and feel and 
taste and smelly our bodily senses will have been transformed, but we can imagine something corresponding 
to them in our spiritual being: delightfully green lawns and meadows, trees and shrubs: the murmur of streams 
and the songs of birds: the delicate texture of flowers and leaves and the shapes of beauty in clouds and mist, 
the flavours of fruits; and the perfumes of Mowers and scents. The joy in the Garden will be an active joy, 
without fanigue: whatever we do in it, every employment in which we engage there, will be a source of joy 
without alloy. 
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That Day have joy KO) (8A SODei setae { 
© Tn all that they do; —o 
66. They and their asséciates™ Pa 
Of (cool) shade, reclining a + in 
= . On a oe, dignity); ste Ab 


“37. (Every) fruit (enjoyment) . . ee cietoac, 


‘Will be there for them; 


They shall have whatever 3 4% Pie Gs ¥ 
 . They call for; 
ay as = 
. ke Mh oo 
58. “Peace!"—a Word™ a) re 4 Gon) 
(Of salutation) from a Lord 3 + 
Most Merciful! rer 
->, > , tt) age ee osesdgees 
“Bad Dein st SAAS gisas ® 
Get ye apart this Day! 3 f 


e “Did L not enjoin™ palace eo ssig i ext Fi > 
Orryou, O ye children Cals 
Of Adam, that ye ey Prion 


_-< Should not worship Satan; 


» A002, Secondly, the joy or happiness is figured fo be, not solitary, but shared—shared by associates like 

Rehinke ahark We likaltie in iptrittal Lave or Marriage: in whose fair faces “some ray divine reflected shines” 
(JanT): whose society ts enjoyed in homes of happiness, situated in soothing shade, and furnished with thrones 
of ag and peace, 


AOS, Tivtidly, beside wry caaened conditions $f Bian, the Bliss in the Herpaficr hie.an tones quaiiey 
BE cos > she wer Takacieg Tikeoos fulinad whens * to rejoice greatly’, to be full of merriment’, The 
ordinary meaning of ‘fruit’ attached to fakiAah is derived from the idea that the flavour of choice, ripe fruit, 
“delights the heart of man (Cf n- 4082); Just as akala (toeat) Is used for “enjoyment’, (5:66, 1; 776 and 19:35, 
“n 1854), so fakibah, “friit’, stands heré for'that specially choice enjoyment, which goes with a fastidious and 
“wellcultivated Giste: In Sther words, it siiggests that highést kind of joy Which depends Gipon ‘the thier faculty 
“rather than any outward Circumstance. This is further émphasised by the second clatise® “they shall have whatever 
they call for”. Again ising the hungunge of this life, the nvusician's heaven will be fall of music; the mathematician’s 
_ will be full of mathematical symmetry and perfection; the artist's will be full of beauty of form. and so on. 


: 4004. Fourthly, we reach the highest grade of bliss, the mystic salutation “Peace!” from Allah Most Merciful. 
€f 10:10. The wrods sums up the attainment of the final Goal. For it explains the nature of the most High- 
“He is not only & Lord and Cherisher, but a Lord Whose supreme glory is Mercy, Peace, and Harmony’ 


4005, Notice how this finely balanced passage, after reaching the summit of sublimity in describing the 
"Wiate of the Blessed, in the word Salim, gradually takes us down to contemplate the state of the Sitiaérs | in 
“apa descent. * 


In the first place, it refers to their negative state, their state of isolation. From this Day of 
ee the <eanca of being el the Meg ancl partys of poi serial by that 
ty, The first feature of the Day of Judgement is that it is a Day of Separation-of sorting out, Each 
_ soul now finds its own true level, as the period of probation is over. 





c 


ye 4006. Schaal wis Beet, tie Wiecieo Ola Wsges Tair 
“addressed as “children of Adam”, to emphasise two facts, (1) that they have disgraced their ancestry, for Adam 
soaficr his Fall repented and. was forgiven, and the high Destiny of mankind has been the prize open to all his 
» descendants, and (2) that Allah Most Merciful has throughout the ages continued to warn, mankind against 
Bee eines Bs rotten of Pra Bk Saat AE. ey 8 Me ED 19 
“all to freedom from those snares. 
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For that he was to you ” Py bE 
An enemy avowed?— SEs tay 

61, “And that ye should***” 

Worship Me, (for that) this te Nie BIA 2e ser O) 
_ Was the Straight Way? 

62. “But he did lead astray Kes Mors ae ine 
A great multitude of you. Jace 
Did ye not, then, understand?" ; siete 

63. “This is the Hell*** Be Bod: SG we 
Of which ye were STI ere & 
(Repeatedly) warned! 

64. “Embrace ye the (Fire)**! SPP Oy reftic cd of 
This Day, for that ye ce nS Lezesd!LajLel i) 
(Persistently) rejected (Truth). 

65. @hat Day shall We set Saale 228, jAl 
A seal on their mouths.**" rt DOF (7 © 
But their hands will speak sAse Netiah st se 
To Us, and their feet sds wre KS 
Bear witness, to all , 
That they did. ak pei 


66. If it had been Our Will,**" 2.274 4a 
We could surely have ayeldle Leone STs Say ih ®) 


Blotted out their eyes; 





4007, Thirdly, besides the negative warning, a positive Way was shown to them—the Straight Way, the 
Ways of those who receive Allah's Grace and attain to Bliss, the Rope which would save them from shipwreck, 
the Shield which would save them from assault, the key to the door of proximity to Allah. 


4008. Fourthly, it is pointed out that they were given Understanding (aq/), so that by their own faculties 
they could have judged their own best interests, and yet they betrayed or misused those faculties, and deliberately 
threw away their chance! And not only a few, but so many! They went gregariously to ruin in spite of the 
individual care which their Lord and Cherisher bestowed on them! 

4009. Fifthly, the naked fact is now placed before them—the Hell —the state of damnation, which they 
could so easily have avoided! 


4010, As they deliberately and persistently rejected all teaching, guidance, and warnings, they ate now 
told to experience the Fire of Punishment, for it is but the consequence of their own acts. 


4011. The ungodly will now be dumbfounded. They will be unable to speak or offer any defence. (The 
consequences of all acts, which follow according to Allah's Law, are, in Qur'anic language, attributed to Allah), 
But their silence will not matter. Their own hands and feet will speak against them. “Hands and feet” in 
this connection are symbolica! of all the instruments for action which they were given in this life, including 
their faculties and opportunities. The same extended meaning is to be understood for “eyes” in the following 
verse. Cf also 41:20-21, where cyes, cars, and skins are all mentioned as bearing witness against such as misused 
them. 

4012. If it had been Our Will: i.e, if such had been the Will and Plan of Allah. If Allah had not intended 
to give man his limited free will, or power of choice, the case would have been different: there would have 
been no moral responsibility which could have been enforced. They could have had no sight or intelligence, 
and they could not have been blamed for not seeing or understanding, But such is not the case. 


} 
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Then should. they have 
Run about groping for the Path, 
But how could they have seen? 


ie =A 
ppg bauahiates lye Sls 





67. And if it had been i Ae! “AKA AC 
Our Will, We could Aes 
Have transformed them Agi A Sil | ote 
(To remain) in-their places; Las pgvloe ie 
Then should they have been £ ate yer» 
Unable to move about, CIO A) Soo 
Nor could they have returned WED onGr 
(After error). oy 5) 

Secrion 5. 
i * 2 <4 - os 
68. as We grant long life 4 z ns ie ony TO: 


To any, We cause him 
“To be reversed in nature:*°* 
Will they not then understand? 


Ses Sif ots 
69. We have not instructed we me 
The (Prophet) in Poetry,*** + dic 
Nor is it meet for him: vip & wolag yas | 
This’is iho less than Menens 
A Message and a Qur'an 
Making things clear: 


» 4” he 


AO oe Sis 


70, That it may give admonition 
To any (who are) alive,**"* 


Es% SG Aa) HD 





4018, If Allah's Plan had been to grant no limited freedom of choice or will to men, He could have created 
them quite different, or could have transformed them into stationary creatures, either in physical form as 
in the case of trees, or in moral or spiritual qualities, where there was no possibility either of progress or 
deterioration. Man would then have been unable to reach the heights of grandeur which are now open to 
him, or, if he goes wrong, to return through the door of repentance and mercy, and stil] pursue his path of 
ascent. But it was Allah's Plan to give man all these privileges, and man must shoulder all the responsibilities 
that go with them. 


4014, This connects on with the last verse. Everything is possible with Allah. If you doubt how man can 
be transformed from his present nature, contemplate the transformations he already undergoes in his present 
nature at different ages. As a child, his powers of mind and body are still undeveloped. As he grows, they 
grow, and certain moral qualities, such as courage, daring, the will to conquer, unfold themselves. In extreme 
old age these are again obscured, and a second childhood supervenes. The back of the man who walked proudly 
straight and erect is now bent. If the transformations take place even in his present nature and constitution, 
how much easier was it for Allah to cast him in an immobile mould? But Allah granted him instead the high 
possibilities and responsibilities referred to in the last note. 


_ AOIS, Cf. 26:224 and n. $237. Here “Poetry” is used as connoting fairy tales, imaginary descriptions, things 
futile, false, or obscure, such as decadent Poetry is, whereas the Qur'lin is a practical guide, true and clear. 


4016. “Alive”, both in English and Arabic, means not only “having physical life’, but having all the active 
qualities which we associate with life, In religious language, those who are not responsive to the realities of 
the spiritual world are no better than those who are dead. The Message of Allah penetrates the hearts of 
those who are alive in the spiritual sense. 
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And that the charge” 
May be proved against those 
Who reject (Truth). 





71. "See they wor eat Hts CHEN TS . 
_ We Who have created Pte NO 
For them—among other things . fuetite peg eee 

| Which our hands have | colt sheieg 
fashionedt— cae all Peal Pra Hae 
Caitle, which are winder“ berry oN aa 
“Their dominion? — 
72. And that We have Tee te 
Subjecced them to their (use)? AGS B 
“Of them some do carry them ve ope keyee £ 
And some they eat: Sociee pate 
78. And they have (other) protin"" | ie tee tee, tl 
“From them (besides), and they twa BAe 
Get (malk) to drink. ae 
Will they not then see 
74. Yet they take (for worship) ft--ts, 
» © Gods other than Allah, Agilent ily ye Ine 5@ 
~ (Hoping) that dhey might Sear sag 
Be eet . —4 
75. "They tise dal ae police ee ae, 3 
To help them: but they eres eu ent) 
will be brought up 





4017. Gf 2893. people reject Truth and Faith after they have been adinonbshed ane wart, dhe charge 
again them, of willful rebellion. is peered They cannot then plead rither ignorance or inadierenie 


401K. HI they ar are blind, to.other Skgra al Allah, they canal Ira sce the sinple homely Dia aif life ig. 
which they recene so many benefits from Allah's mercy. How is it that wilet animals car Ise a 
and in dememeaten can be so uaeful to man? Man can use ther for riding orfor drmught; he can ase ther 
flesh for food and drink their milk; he con use their hair or wool, Gf VE th, ; aumel be Fel ae 





HOLS Susctess skese for leashes, aeubar rari hores net Pints Laie ii oniaa tian { 
ior perfume, and so on. 


#8 The whole arguments terri on din, Tite en tee ee 
_o8 you, and yet you turn away from the Giver of all, and run after your own vain imagination! 
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(Before Our Judgement Seat) fi seit > 
_~ As a troop (to be condemned).™ Oi eee 
76. Let not their speech, then,™ es Serre 
Grieve thee. Verily We know pale DAN OD 
______ What they hide as well as 2 Bede? be Bays 95 °< 12 
ny? What they disclose, 1 a: fhind Send 
77. Both not man see Aor 17 { 
That it is We Who < SVG al | a 
Created him from sperm?”™” rad 
Yet behold! he (stands forth) ee yeuers sae 1S 
As an open adversary! 
78. And he makes comparisons™ , verte 
For Us, and forgets his own pyiz-alees SaHe5 
(Origin and) Creation: Sere » $4 fee 
He says, “Who can give se ces Wes 
Life ~ (dry) bones 4A . oe Ao 
And decomposed ones (at that)?” pare Sy Ale 


79. Say, “He will give them ec- WAL fal-edic ft 
Life Who created them PS am Js Gis ar > 
For the first time!** 





4021. There is some difference of opinion among Commentators as to the exact meaning to be attached 
to this clause. Ast understand it, the meaning seems to be this, Man is apt to forget or turn away from the 
true God, the source’of all the good which he enjoys, and to go after imaginary powers in the shape of gods; 
heroes, men, or abstract things like Science or Nature or Philosophy, or supexstitious things like Magic, or 
Good Fortune or Ill-Fortune, or embodiments of his own selfish desires. He thinks that they might help him 
in this Life or in the Hereafter (if he believes in a Mereafter). But they cannot help him: on the contrary 
all things that are false will be brought. up and condemned before Allah's Judgement Seat, and the worshippers 
of the Falsehoods will also be treated as a troop fayouring the Falsehoods and therefore worthy of condemnation. 
The Falschoods, therefore, instead of belping them, will contribute to their condemnation. 


4022. If men are so foolish as to reject Allah, let not the men of Allah grieve over it. They should do 
their duty, and leave the rest to Allah. Allah knows all the open and secret motives that sway the wicked and 
His Plan must ultimately prevail, however much Appearances may be against it at any given time. 


4023. Man's disobedience and folly are all the more surprising, seeing that~apart from Allah's greatness 
and mercy-man is himself such a puny creature, created out of something that is Jess than a drop in the 
vast ocean of Existence. Yet man has the hardihood to stand out and dispute with his Maker, and institute 
idle comparisons as'in the next verse! 


4024. That is, man thinks that Allah is like His creatures, who at best have very limited powers, or man 
draws idle parallels Hike that mentioned at the end of this verse. “Who can give life to dry bones, and decomposed 
onés at thar?” Man Certainly cannot, and no power in nature can do that, But why compare the powers and 
tapatities of Allah's Creatures with the powers and capacities of the Creator? The first creation—out of nothing—is 
far more difficult for us to imagine than a second or subsequent process for which there is already a basis. 
And Allah has power over all things. 


» 4025) “Allah's creative artistry is evident in every phase of nature, and it works every minute or second. 
The more man understands himself and the things within his reach, the more he realises this. How foolish, 
then, for anyone to set imaginary limits to Allaly’s power? There are more ways of creation than are dreamt 
of in man's imagination. 
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© For He ss wellversed . te 
~ ‘Tn every kind of creation! — ne Ke: 
80. “The same Who produces na e pls Nicci 
For you fire eurol™ Dat bate Mi fe; Me fen, 
~The green thee, when behold! 6905 pal Y= pel 
Ye kindle therewith a ea bob, 
Reunows fires)! 
SIL) “henotFie Who treated BABA Ra fee 
The heavens and the earth iid Vip Sissi a q 
Able to create the like“ ARG i 
Thereof?"—Yea, indeed! mee eS) Hak 
For He is the Creator Supreme, Por (o- 
OF skill and knowledge (infinite)! Beocikseies 
82. Verily, when He intends™ ) hater 
“ON thing, Hix Commaria is, Sistas 1© 
"Be". and it isl, Rar ae SRN A 
83. So giory to Him WO ENR 
In Whose hands is by < es & 
The. dominian of all i things: ate Ae te 
And to Him will yo" persis 3st 
Be all brought back, 





4081) Beer alder nied more primitive thant the method of striking fire ayalnad wee! ane Mint ie the methed 
of unlng twigs oF trees for ihe purpose Tn the Ait T4eh edition, 92202, wlll be fotind a phetuine of British 
Govana bow makings fire by retailing s stick ino round hole ina piece of wood being on the grounel The 
Arab methord was to tite a wooden imetument called the Jindal ft conser! of ten pleoes to be robbed 
together The upper seas called the Afiror Zion, ane the bower the Marta The Marth iva mig from a bint of 
tpreading wee, the Cmancture visual, of wth the branches are bare vetthout beaves or dom. Wien they 

ar ungied together and a wind bho, they get ignited and strike fire (Lane's Arete Lexicon). In modem 
Aes AEE Sr SSO Rene Sy Re Bier ee et Senet ee 


4037, OL 7827, Which is the mare difficult io create—man, oF the heavens and ther earth, with all creamer 
Allah created the heavens and the arth, with all creatures, andl He can create workds and workds like thee 
ininfinity, To hie it te anal mation bo ihe wou wp for the etealter! 


on And His creation 2s net dependent on iene, of inatrumene or teu, oF any conditions whatsorvs 
Exitence sain on His Will, or Plan, of intention, The moment He wills o thing, it becomes His Word or 
Command, and the thing foriiith come into existence. 0 2177, [6ot0, 1, Sid; etc 


2. AD things =ere created tn Alek, ape iadncadcerd be Morr, aac! well po bee tee Mio, Boot he pet 
of epccial interest cy man em thal man will adeo be brough) back oo Allah and is ane peraidc to Him, andi, 
Him alone. This Mewage isthe core of Revelauog: 1 explains dhe meaning of de Meveadwer, and in fithy hoses 
a Slirah specially connected with the mame (Vd Sim} of che Prophet 
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INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 37—AL SAFFAT 


As explained in the Introduction to S. 34, this is the fourth of a series of Sdrahs in which 
the mysteries of the spiritual world are manifested in different ways, tending to the defeat and 
final extirpation of Evil. The defeat of Evil is throughout connected with Revelation, and here 
the ranged fight is illustrated by a reference to the angels in heaven and to the earlier Prophets 
in our earthly history, from Noah to Jonah. In chronology, this Sirah belongs to the early middle 
Makkan period. | 


Summary—Through all the mysteries of the heavens and the earth, there is a sorting out 
of the evil against the good: their final destinations contrasted (37:1-74, and C. 197). 


Peace and victory came to Noah, Abraham, Moses and Aaron, Ilyas and Lit, in their 
conflict with Evil (37:75-138, and C. 198), 


__ So was it with Jonah when he glorified Allah. But men will ascribe to Allah what is unworthy 
of Him: Allah's Prophets strive for His glory, and shall be victorious (37:1$9-182, and C. 199). 


C. 197.—Allah is One, the Source and Centre 

(37:1-74.) Of all affairs, and we must work 
In discipline, harmony, and unity 
To put down Evil. The Hereafter 
Is sure, when personal responsibility 
Will be enforced. For the true 
And sincere servants of Allah, 
There will be the highest Bliss, 
Unmixed and everlasting: 
For those who defy Allah's Law 
There will be the deepest enduring 
Misery, Which will men choose? 


1136 


Stirah 37. 
Al Saffat (Those Ranged in Ranks) ae Avy 
In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Satay sf * 
Most Merciful. ce) 3 
: By those who range 5 a irl 
Themselves in ranks,“ is 7 S 
2. And so are strong iF 
In repelling (evil),*°* Poe 3 © 
3, And thus proclaim “oi tO 
The Message (of Allah)! (S SHO 
4. Verily, verily, your God we 4 iias 
Is One!—*™ 5 SG5 
5. Lord of the heavens ph eae 
And of the earth, Meee ep feos 


And all between them, 





4030. At a later stage, we shall study the genera) meaning of the adjurations in the Qur'an indicated 
by the particle wa. See App, XI, p. 1694, Here we may note that the last Sirah (Ya Sin) practically began 
with the adjuration “by the Qur’in, full of wisdom", emphasising the fact that Revelation was the evidence 
by which we could learn the highest wisdom of the spiritual world. Here our attention is called in three veer 
or clauses, to three definite attitudes which illustrate the triumph of Good and the frustration of Evil. See 
the notes following. 


4031. Two questions arise: (1) are the doers of the three things noted in verses 1-5 the same persons, whoe 
actions or qualities are differently described, or are they three distinct sets of persons? (2) in cither case, who 
are they? As to (1) the most authoritative view is that the three clauses describe the same set of pernons in 
different aspects. As to (2) some take them to refer to angels, and others understand by them the good men, 
the men of God, who strive and range themselves in Allah's service. The words are perfectly general, and! 
interpret them to refer to both classes. The feminine form is grammatically used in Arabic idiom for the indefinie 
plural. In $7:165 below, the word s@/fiin is used in the definite plural, and seems to be spoken by these beings, 
angels or men of God or both, according to how we interpret this verse. 


4052. The three acts in verses 1-3 are consecutive, as shown by the particle fa. | understand them 
mean that angels and good men (1) are ever ready to range themselves in ranks in the service of Allah and 
work in perfect discipline and accord at all times; (2) that they check and frustrate evil wherever they find 
it and they are strengthened in doing so by their discipline and their ranging themselves in ranks; and (5) 
that this service furthers the Kingdom of Allah and proclaims His Message and His glory to all creation. 

4055. That divine Message is summed up in the gospel of Divine Unity, on which the greatest emphasis 
is laid: “verily, verily your God is One”. It is a fact intimately connected with our own life and destiny ‘Your 
Lord is one Who cares for you and cherishes you; you are dear to Him. And He is One: it is only He that 
you have to look to, the source of all goodness, love, and power. You are not the sport of many contending 
forces or blind chances. There is complete harmony and unity in heaven and you have to put yourselves in 
unison with it— by discipline in ranks, by unity of plan and purpose in repelling evil, and by concerted action 
in promoting the Kingdom of God.’ Here is the mystery of the manifold variety of creation pointing to the 
absolute Unity of the Creator. 
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And Lord of every point 
At the rising of the sun!*®** 


. Ble have indeed decked 


The lower heaven*®** with beauty 


(In) the stars —**¢ 


(For beauty) and for guard*°*” 
Against all obstinate 
Rebellious evil spirits, 


. (So) they should not strain 


Their ears in the direction 


Eviaioe PAA 


SPL GEMAESE, 


sigh th 
FUGTIS AYO 


Of the Exalted Assembly**** tho ih Faye 
_ But be cast away Bind pies 
From every side, 
9. Repulsed, for they are Z Dee s 


Sow 
Coney B10 pth 9pm 





__ Under a perpetual penalty, 


10, Except such as snatch away 

-. Something by stealth, and they 
Are pursued by a flaming*** 

__. Fire, of piercing brightness. 


ze Ziti fe A. TO: 
Biaiztch 


4054. Allah is the Lord of everything that exists—the heavens and the earth, and all between them. He 
isthe Lord of the Masharig —of every point at the rising of the sun. As the Commentators tell us, there are 
in the solar year only two equinoctial days, when the sun rises due east: on every other the sun rises at a shifting 
point either north or south of due cast, In 7:137 we have masharig al ardi wa magharibaha, where the plural 
of the words for East and West is negligible, as the conjunction of the two embraces all points. The same 
may be said of 70:40, where Allah is called “Lord of all points in the East and the West". If we are speaking 

Jengitudes, they may embrace all latitudes, In 55:17 Allah is called “Lord of the two Easts and the two 
", referring to the extreme points in either case. A cursory reader may ask, why is only the East referred 
to here? The reply is that it is not so much the East as the rising of the sun, on which stress is laid. The Arabic 
mashrig or mash&@rig is close enough to the root word sharaqga, to suggest, not so much the East as the rising 
of the sun, especially when the plural form is used. The glorious sun rises from different points, as seen by 
ws, bur it illuminates the whole heaven and earth: It is an emblem of Unity. " 
4085. Cf 67°3-5: 


4036, ‘Stars’ may be taken here in the popular sense, as referring to fixed stars, planets, comets, shooting 
Wars, etc. On a clear night the beauty of the starry heavens is proverbial. Here they are meant to illustrate 
two points; (1) their marvellous beauty and their groupings and motions (apparent or real) manifest and typify 

the Design and Harmony of the One true Creator: sera pt yy aeons \Wmamve tune ae emer niarencrate 
isa guard against the assaults of Evil (see verse 7 below), 


4057; Verses 7-11 seem to refer to shooting stars, Cf 15:17-18, and notes 1951-53. The heavens typify not 
‘only beauty but power. The Good in Allah's world is guarded and protected against every assault of Evil. The 
Evil is not part of the heavenly system: it is a thing in outlawry, merely a self-willed rebellion ‘cast away on 
trery side, repulsed under a perpetual penalty” (verses 8-9). 

_ 4038. We can form. a mental picture of the Court of the Most High, in the highest heaven, conforming 
tothe highest idea we can form of goodness, beauty, purity, and grandeur. The Exalted Assembly of angels 
is given some knowledge of the Plan and Will of Allah. Evil is altogether foreign to such an atmosphere, but 
is actuated by feelings of jealousy and curiosity. It tries to approach by stealth and overhear something from 
the august Assembly. It is repulsed and pursued by a flaming fire, of which we can form some idea in our 
sen ery. eine eh Ang 

4039, See last note and Cf 15:18 and notes 1953-54. 
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11. Just ask their*® opinion: “Tf, aia Be fest 
Are they the more difficult se ew bo 
To create, or the (other) beings tx “2 Sei Ge 
We have created? Cal 
Them have We created rental’ 2 Set 
Out of a sticky clay!*** ws cabo gals 
12. Truly dost thou marvel,**** ' MN at ae 
While. they ridicule, Os Pedjy Se IS MD 
18. And, when they are 6 SOE GIO Le 
Admonished, pay no heed — WSIS, ® 
14. And, when they see EEE AIR BOA 
A Sign, turn it bypei allt; O 
To mockery, 
“15. And say, “This is nothing $ Bite Gre eit tic, 
But evident sorcery! ea pes A N55 © 
16. “What! when we die, BAG Pw 
And become dust and bones, Lara EL AWARITO) 
Shall we (then) be Jee 
Raised up (again)? Opsged id 
ae, o4s - 35S 0s rhe < 
18. Say thou: “Yea, and ye shall dae beers 
. Then be humiliated O55 acily es ATO: 


(On account of your evil)."*°** 





4040. Their: “they” are the doubters, the evil ones, the deniers of Allah's grace and mercy, who laugh 
at Revelation and disbelieve in a Hereafter. Are they more important or more difficult to create than the wonderful 
variety of beings in Allah's spacious Creation? Do they forget their own lowly state, as having been created 
from muddy clay? 


4041. Cf. 6:2; 7:12; 32:7; ete, 


4042. It is indeed strange that unregenerate man should forget, on the one hand, his lowly origin. and 
on the other hand, his high Destiny, as conferred upon hirn by the grace and mercy of Allah. The indictment 
of him here comprises four counts: (1) they ridicule the teaching of Truth; (2) instead of profiting by admonition, 
they pay no heed; (3) when Allah’s Signs are brought home to them, they ridicule them as much as they ridiculed 
the teaching of Truth: and (4) when they have to acknowledge incontestable facts, they give them false names 
like “sorcery”, which imply fraud or something which has no relation to their life, although the facts touch 
the inner springs of their life intimately (Cf 46:7). 

4048. Although the Hereafter, and the spiritual life of which it isa corollary, are the most solid fact 


in our intelligent existence, materialists deny them, They cannot believe that they could have any existence 
beyond the grave ~still less their ancestors who died ages and ages ago: how could they ever come to life again? 


4044. They are assured that the future life is a solid fact, but that it will be in very different conditions 
from those they know now. All their present arrogance will have been humbled in the dust. There will & 
another plane, in which souls will have experiences quite different from those in their probationary life here, 
In that life the virtues they lacked will count, and the arrogance they hugged will be brought low (Cf 40/60), 
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19. Then it will be a single 
(Compelling) cry;**** 
And behold, they will 

Begin to see!*** 


20. They will say, “Ah! 
Woe to us! this is 


21. (A voice will say,) 

__ “This is the Day**? 
Of Sorting Out, whose 
Truth ye (once) denied!" 


SECTION 2. 


28. “Bring ye wp 
It shall be said, 
“The wrongdoers 
And their wives, *°** 


23. “Besides Allah, 
Jo the (Fierce) Fire! 


24. “But stop them,**** 
For they must be asked: 


25. “What is the matter 
_ With you that ye 


MOMS. Cf. 36:29, 49, and 55. 


disillusion. 


together (see also n. 4718). 





soul. No one can help another. ° 


The Day of Judgement!” 


And the things they worshipped — 


And lead them to the Way 


Help not each other?"'***° 
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4046. Their spiritual blindness will then leave them. But they will be surprised at the suddenness of their 


_ 4047. The Day of Judgement is the day of sorting out. Cf 56:59. Good and evil will finally be separated, 
unlike the apparently inexplicable conditions in the present probationary life, when they seem to be mixed 


| 4048. That is, if their wives were also wrongdoers. They are separately mentioned, because the Arabic 
phrase for "wrongdoers” is of the masculine gender. All the associates in wrongdoing will be marshalled together. 
There will be personal responsibility: neither husband nor wife can lay the blame on the other. 


4049. The scene here is after judgement. As, in an earthly tribunal, the prisoner or his advocate is asked 
why sentence should not be pronounced upon him, so here those who are proved to have been guilty of wrong 
are allowed to consider if anything or anyone can help them, Then comes the exposure of the misieaders, 


_ 4050. Obviously no one can mand and intercede, for it is a question of personal responsibility for each 


Sirah 37: Al Saffat 1140 Sbighee Cabs 
26. Way, but that day they A. acts HAL S 


hall submit (to Judgement);*°*! 


27. And they will turn to 5 he wie a2. pi vik 
One another, and question i cL ae THQ 
One another. 


28. They will say: “It was ye ttre 
Who used to come to us aoe bs ®@ 
From the right hand call Ng ve Ciph 
(Of power and authority)!'"*°** . tel! 

29. They will reply: “Nay, ye Jp, 29S BEF ths 
Yourselves had no Faith!*°*? eet al FRG Jy b@ 

30. “Nor had we any authority = oI [? a (sj A 
Over you. Nay, it was as obs © 
Ye who were a people eg ts 46 
In obstinate rebellion! ep 

31. “So now has been proved true, *** Sop kee eee cox 
Against us, the Word Lo Syblle aos ® 
Of our Lord that we Legheendy 
Shall indeed (have to) taste ’ Osalilll 
(The punishment of our sins): 

$2. “We led you astray: for truly‘ w) RRO es seh 
“ We were ourselves astray.” SS ae St Se ch 





4051, All the previous arrogance of this life will be gone, but they will face each other, and those who 
were given a false lead, as in the story of Pharaoh (Cf 20:79), will question their misleaders as in the following 
verses, 


4052. This is the mutual recrimination of the sinners—those who sinned, against those whose instigation 
or evil example led them into sin. The misteaders in the life here below often used their power and influence 
to spread evil: The “right hand” is the hand of power and authority. Instead of using it for righteous purposes, 
they used it for evil, — selfishly for their own advantage, and mischievously for the degradation of others (Gf 87.95), 


4053. But the fact that others mislead, or that evil example is before us, does not justify us in falling 
from right conduct. Faith should save us from che fall. But if we have ourselves no Faith—in righteousnew, 
or a future life, or the reality of Allah's Law, how can we blame others? The misleaders can well say, “You 
will be judged according to your misdeeds!" The responsibility is personal, and cannot be shifted on the other, 
The others may get a double punishment, —for their own evil, and for misleading their weaker brethren. But 
the weaker brethren cannot go free from responsibilty of their own deeds; for evil means a personal rebellion 
against Allan, if we believe in a personal God. Evil has no authority over us, except insofar as we deliberately 
choose it. 


4054. Allah's decree of justice requires that every soul should taste the consequences of its own sins, om 
that decree must be fulfilled. No excuses can serve. It is only Allah's mercy that can save. 


4055. Further, the misleaders can well urge against those who reproach them for misleading them: “How 
could you expect anything better from us? You were warned by Allah's Message that we were astray.’ 
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$3. Truly, chat Day, they will CK P? Gai Fe 
(All) share in-the Penalty. Sere sorb ep 
$4. Verily that is how We ear at ALK ule 
Shall dea! with Sinners. Gu Sl AS ANSE, GD 
35. For they, when they were ad cia 
‘Told that there is ada ere 
No god except Allah, would os weiee 
___. Puff themselves up with Pride, **** TY camyn\) Way 
36. And say: “What! Shall we Soe {: 4 555) 
Give up our gods ARIST 
For the sake of 
A Poet possessed?’*°*” ore ts Cagis 
37, Nay! he has come tt oe 
With the (very) Truth, Aes & 
__ And he confirms (the Message pO aus JNP 
Of) the messengers (before He SIGio, 
him).*9** 
88. Ye shall indeed taste Sie aceitt.1 & 
Of the Grievous Penalty — pS VLG AIT SS) &D 
89. But it will be no more . | Sisv 
Than the retribution‘*** joszl, 
Of (the Evil) that ye pe econ 
Have wrought — Syl A SU 
40. But the sincere (and devoted) 7 te gle tty 
Servants of Allah— Snalecil sted CD 
41. For them is a Sustenance*** pArchs 2 a a: 
Determined, ** Pea Ass 0) 





4056. Selfish arrogance was the seed of sin and rebellion: 2:54 (of Satan): 28:39 (of Pharaoh); etc. It 
is that kind of arrogance which prevents man from mending his life and conduct. When he speaks of ancestral 
ways, or public opinion, or national honour, he is usually thinking of himself or of a small clique which thrives 
on injustice. The recognition of Allah, the one true God, as the only standard of life and conduct, the Eternal 
Reality, cuts out Self, and is therefore disagreeable to Sin. If false gods are imagined, who themselves would 
have weaknesses that fit in with sin. they give countenance to evils. and it becomes difficult to give them up. 
unles Allah's grace comes to our assistance. (R). 


_ 4057. Possessed of an evil spirit, or mad, Such was the charge which the Unbelievers sometimes levelled 
at the Holy Prophet in the carly stages of his preaching. 


_ 4058. The message of Islam, so far from being “mad” or in any way peculiar, is eminently conformable 
to reason and the true facts of nature as created by Allah. It is the Truth in the purest sense of the term, 
and confirms the Message of all true Messengers that ever lived. 


~ 4059. Justice demands that thase who sow evil should reap the fruit, but the punishment is due to their 
own conduct and not to anything external to themselves, 


4060. Cf 7:50. Sustenance: metaphorical sense, correlated with the Fruits mentioned below: see next verse. 


4061. Determined: Ma tim: the reward of the Blessed will not be a chance or a fleeting thing. It will 
follow a firm Decree of Allah, on principles thar can be known and understood, 


Strah 37: Al Saffat 1142 Shale  Bveey 
42, Fruits (Delights);*** and they Open 42. B 
(Shall enjoy) honour and dignity, Sigs So SO 
43. In Gardens of Felicity, posaceet| 
44. Facing each other PUA IY 
“| On“Thrones (of dignity): Snare 


45. Round will be passed guy ‘“, 

To them a Cup pon eee SHO 
From a clear-flowing fountain, ; 
46. Crystal-white, of a taste 

Delicious to those 

Who drink (thereof), 


Sag Hi Ske 


47. Free from headiness;*°™ 


ACI rer ot 
Nor will they suffer apne dy GSE LN@ 
Intoxication therefrom. 

48, And besides them will be Paget ix clays fi) 
Chaste women; restraining nes > rb inal Ares 
Their glances, with big eyes *° 
(Of wonder and beauty). 

49, As if they were *°** ems oily 
(Delicate) eggs closely guarded. OF wee. iat 

50. Then they will turn to “ 47 ep Fornr 
One another and question is LAs ue onan! ihe 


£ One. another, ** 





4062. Fruits: Cf 96-57, and n. 4003. The spiritual Delights are figured forth from parallel experiences 
in oUF present life, and follow an ascending order: Food and Fruits; Gardens of Bliss, (with all their charm, 
design, greenery, birds’ songs, fountains, etc.); the Home of Happiness and Dignity, with congenial company 
seated on Thrones; ‘Delicious Drinks from crystal Springs, for social pleasure: and the society of Companions 
of the opposite sex. with beauty and charm but non® of the gromnes too often incidental to such companionship 
in this life. 


4063. The passing round of the social cup, as in the case of other pleasures, is without any of the drawbacks 
and evil accompaniments of the pleasures of this world, which are taken as types. In drink there is no intoxication: 
in fruit there is no satiety. Cf Dance: ARIA INN MOQ 
by it.” (Paradiso, Canto H., Longfellow's translation.) : 


4064. In the emblem used bere, again, the pure type of chaste womanhood is figured, They are chaste, 
not bold with their glances: but their cyes are big with wonder and beauty. prefiguring grace. innocence, and 
a refined capacity of appreciation and admiration. 

4065, This is usually understood to refer to the delicate complexion of a beautiful woman, which is compared 
to the transparent shell of eggs in the nest, closely guarded by the mother-bird; the shell is warm and free 
from stain. In 55:58 the phrase used is “like rubies and coral”, referring to the red or pink of a beautiful 
complexion. 

4066, Cf above, $727, where che same phrase is used in the reverse conditions. In each case there is 
a going back to the earlier memories or experiences of this life. 
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61, 


52. 


53. 


55. 


56. 


57. 


58. 


59. 


One of them will start 

The talk and say: 

“I had an intimate 
Companion (on the earth),*°*’ 


“Who used to say, 

‘What! art thou amongst those 
Who bear witness to 

The truth (of the Message)? 


“When we die and become 
Dust and bones, shall we 
Indeed receive rewards 

And punishments?’” 


. (A voice) said: “Would ye 


Like to look down?” 


He looked down 
And saw him 
In the midst of the Fire,*°** 


He said: “By Allah! 
Thou wast little short 
Of bringing me to perdition! 


“Had it not been for 

The Grace of my Lord,“ 

1 should certainly have been 
Among those brought (there)! 


"Is it (the case) that 
We shall not die, 


“Except our first death, 


And that we??? 


Shall not be punished?” 


1148 


bigs Aaaliks 


Spd bE LEIE S 
SSNS 
FNAL IAL OMAK RE AMAL) 


Slee 2 Joss @ 
ppl lace Sill ep 
pec Haavss GD 


7S. Bee 


inlets Sausel AIG; PREC 





4067. This companion was a sceptic, who laughed at Religion and a Hereafter. How the tables are now 
turned! The devout man backed up his Faith with a good life and is now in Bliss: the other was a cynic and 
made a mess of his life, and is now burning in the Fire.(R) 


4068. ser er eh netbeans ecieiliaa ap Slang ipiihilagiat year igi 


4069. Amdshicgudiahallp-ackinodiedgehhie deiesctcstogi “I should have been a sinner just like this, but 
for the grace of Allah!” He sees that if he had erred it would have been no excuse to plead the other man's 
example. He had Faith and was saved, to walk in the path of righteousness. 


4070. After he realises the great danger from which he narrowly escaped, his joy is so great that he can 
hardly believe it! Is the danger altogether past now? Are the portals of death closed forever? Is he safe now 
from the temptations which will bring him to ruin and punishment? (Cf 44:56) 
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60. Verily this is th ae see © ius 
The supreme achievement!*°7! pals Pralpedsus REO: 


61. For the like of this 2 RU ae 
aren gig Splat Josebsliee 15 i) 


Who wish to strive. 


62. ds that the better entertainment CB ong WA ftt re 4 
Or the Tree of Zaqqum?*°”* PSE JESS ge PEON O: 


638. For We have truly ~ fre yr etre 
Made it (as) a trial”? EM OSIPCET MH EaLE 


For the wrongdoers. 


64. For it is a tree Te alk. gare ee eee 
That springs out sod lelae= 3p Ses lG5 Cp 


Of the bottom of Hellfire: 


65. The shoots of its fruit-stalks itt Sad tA at 1) 
Are like the heads Resin Be Gi Gab 
Of devils: 

66. Truly they will eat thereof*®’* Ais eee Sf 035, 
And Gil. their bellies therewith: SENS AG YRS IAG 


67. Then on top of that ge oooh 6 32 
They will be given aint Ge , ile & 
A mixture made of 
Boiling water. 





4071. The answer is: Yes. “Beyond the flight of Time, Beyond the realm of Death. There surely is some 
blessed clime. Where Life is not a breath!" In the words of Longfellow this was an aspiration on this earth. 
In the Hereafter it is a realisation! 


Some interpret verses 60-62 as a continuation of the speech of the man in heaven, The meaning would 
in that case be the same. 


4072. Cj. 17:60, n. 2250. This bitter tree of Hell is a symbol of the contrast with the beautiful Garden 
of heaven with its delicious fruits. 


4073. Cf. 44:48-46 This dreadful bitter Tree of Hell is truly a trial to the wrongdoers. (1) It grows at the 
bottom of Hell; (2) even its fruit-stalks, which should have been tender, are like the heads of devils; (5) is 
produce is eaten voraciously; (4) on top of it is a boiling mixture to cut up their entrails (see next note); and 
(5) every tine they complete this round of orgies they return to the same game. A truly lurid picture, but 
more lurid in reality are the stages in spiritual Evil. (1) It takes its rise in the lowest depths of corrupted human 
nature; (2) its tenderest affections are degraded to envy and hate: (8) the appetite for Evil grows with what 
it feeds on;(4) its “cures” serve but to aggravate the disease; and (5) the chain of evil is unending; one round 
is followed by another in interminable succession. 


4074. The parable of fruits and drinks in the contrasted fortunes of the Good and the Evil is further 
elaborated in 47:15, where the boiling water given to the evil ones cuts up their entrails. 
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68. Then shall their return*?’® ALGAE e472 one 
Be to the (Blazing) Fire. eae? Gap 
69. Truly they found their fathers ant dee PA es 
On the wrong Path; whee lela gap 
70. So they (too) were rushed*°’* LB o ge Kir {7 294 
Down on their footsteps! sere APOE re 'O) 
71. And truly before them, a“ -* ? SE . Sachais : OF4 , 
Many of the ancients ws Teale ada) Jy {np 
Went astray — “ 
72. But We sent aforetime,‘*°”’ PRC REA, ip be 
Among them, (messengers) Ups opllcaiiaas 0) 


To admonish them — 


73. Then see what was 2 qi ron 
The End of those who” EnydctSN care G6 Gia Fhisls Grp 
Were admonished 
(but heeded not)— 


74. Except the sincere (and Ca bit. etintorat 
devoted)” nlecllaiaced) & 


Servants of Allah. 


_ C, 198.—The Prophets of Allah formed a series 

(37:75-138.) That worked in Allah's service to instruct 
Their fellow-men. In case of distress 
Allah helped and delivered them. Men did flout 
And persecute them, but they carried out 
Their mission with constancy; and Allah's Purpose 
Always won, to the destruction of Evil, 
So was it in the story of Noah and the Flood, 


rrr 
4075. When they eat of the zaqgqim in the lowest depths of hell, they are apparently brought up to drink 
of the mixture as a further punishment, after which they go back to repeat the round. 


4076. A grim reproach. “You found your fathers doing wrong; and you must rush headlong in their footsteps 
to perdition|' 


4077. It is human to err. The error is forgiven if there is repentance and amendment. The point is that 
Allah in His mercy at all times in history sent messengers and teachers to give His Message, and men deliberately 
rejected that Message. 


4078. It is on the reception or rejection of Allah's teachings and guidance that judgement will come. 
In this world itself, see what is the teaching of history. Unrighteousness and wrongdoing never prosper in the 
jong run. 


4079, But there is always a band of sincere and devoted men who serve Allah, and the highest spiritual 
life is open to them (Cf 87:160). 

Note that this verse occurs at 37:40 above, where the argument of the difference betweeen the fates of 
the righteous and the unrighteous was begun. Here it is rounded off with the same phrase, and now we proceed 
to take illustrations from the early Prophets. 
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Of Abraham the True, of smal My 
~ Ready for self-sacrifice, of Isaac 

The righteous, of Moses and Aaron, of Elias 

And Dow all men of Faith, who receive 

The blessings of posterity and Peace 

And Salutation from Allah Most Gracious. 


Stcrion’ 5. | 


75. (dn the days of old), ce rete WRe nteee, 
Gost ened to Us, Syoeall le cpbesical; ip | 


“And” We are the Best: 


To hear prayer. 
76.. And We delivered him ae. sale neeths | 
And his people from a iuSiz Ziel ae 
The Great Calamity,“ 
77, And: made his progeny Sa yrpene tis = 
To endure (on this earth);“°" Gallia. dn ole 3 @ 


78. And We left (this blessing) ee a 
For him among generations‘ ud (gael, & 
To Come in later times: 


79. “Peace and salutation to Noah Ase Bee 
Among the nations!"**** entalls erie aL 8 
80. Thus indeed do We reward eee ante. 
Those who:do right, neers FA ASTD 
SL. For he was one “> tales, 3) aie 
_ Of Our believing Servants. Seabsibale j, 0) 





4080, Cf 276-77. The sory of Noah occurs in many places; here the point ia that when men urd chesaetin 
against evil, Allah prowco: them, and Evil canner trrmph-againet Allah's Plan. 


4001. The Deluge, the Flax of Noah. The main story will be found in 1:25.48 i 
6S. Noah poecricy survierd the Flood in che Ark, while the rest perished. 


4083, Hiv name fb remembered forever, commencing 0 new era in religiogws bimore Note thai the wart 
in verses: 7-H, with slight modifications, form « aont of refrain to the following paragraphs about Abtahun, 
Moses, anc Elias, but not abour Lot and Jonah, Lot was a pephew of Abraham, and may be suppoied i 
belong to the etery of Abraham. jJonah's career pearly ended in « tragedy for himarl!, and his people para 
further lease of power “for a time” (37-148). And both Lot and Jonah belong to « bmited local tradi 


4004, The story of the Flood is found in seme form ar other among all nationt. and not only ian 
those who follow the Mosaic tradition. In Greek tradition the hero of the food ts Deakalion, with his wile 
Pyrrha: in Hindu tradition (Shampatha Brahmans and Mahibkivata) i: is the sage Mani and the Fich, The 
Chinese tradition of a great Flood ie recorded in She-Arng. Among American locdiane the tradinon wacom 
to many oribre 2 
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‘82. Then the rest We overwhelmed 
In the Flood. 

























83. Berily among those 
Who followed his Way 
Was Abraham.*°** 


5S) ir dans Aly GOD 


84. Behold, he approached his Lord e Seux, 
~ With a sound heart.*°** poe lia 45 551.3} it 
85. Behold, he said to his father 
And to his people, “What 
Is that which ye worship? 


Se ddalilecae Poder IESE 


86. “Is it a Falsehood — 
_. Gods other than Allah 
_ ‘That ye desire?*°*’ 


87. “Then what is your idea 
About the Lord of the Worlds?’’*°** 


88. Then did he cast 
A glance at the Stars, 


89. And he said, “I am 
Indeed sick (at heart)!'"*°** 


90. So they turned away 
_ From him, and departed. 





91. Then did he tum PEPE TOD BONS: 

To their gods and said, Stas dle) o Ls gop 
4085. The main story will be found in 21:51-78; but the episode about his readiness and that of his son 

to submit to the most extreme form of self-sacrifice under trial (in verses 102-107 below) is told here for the 

first time, as this SGrah deals with the theme, “Not my will, but Thine be done!” In “followed his way”. the 

pronoun “his” refers to Noah, “he”, of verse 81 above. 


4086. “A sound heart"; galb safim: a heart that is pure, and unaffected by the diseases that afflict others, 
As the heart in Arabic is taken to be not only the seat of feelings and affections, but also of intelligence and 
tesulting action, it implies the whole character. Cf Abraham's title of Hanif (the Truc); 2:155 and a. 154, 
Of also 26:89: “only he will prosper who brings to Allah a sound heart.” 

4087. False worship — —worship of idols or stars or symbols, or Mammon or Self—is due either to false and 
degrading conceptions of Allah, or to a sort of make-believe, where practice is inconsistent with knowledge 
OF ignores the inner prompting» of Conacience. Abraham's challenge to his people is - ‘Are you fools or hypocrites?’ 
4088. ‘Do you not realise that the real Creator is One—above all the forms and superstitions that you 
wsociate with Him?! 

4089. The grief was really preying on his mind and soul, that he should be associated with such falsehoods. 
His father himself was among the chief supporters of such falsehoods, and his people were given up wholly 
tothem. He could not possibly share in their mummeries, and they left him in disgust. Thest he stade his 
practical protest in the manner narrated in 21:56-64. 
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“Will ye not eat oe 
(Of the offerings before you)?. . . os iyi 

92. “What is the matter “ AIK ® 
With you that ye 


Speak not (intelligently)?” 


983. Then did he turn ae 
Upon them) striking (them)*°* oF HAIL S er B@ 
With the right hand.** 


94. Then came (the worshippers) 2 ‘a2 
With hurried steps, Spipaliigls HO: 
And faced (him). 


95. He said: “Worship ye 2 gi b.095 ofa 
That which ye have . Joes lady cal) a 
(Yourselves) carved?*?" ; 


96. “But Allah has created you o Seee po BO 
And your handiwork!” Ss ghass le ae fly 


97. They said, “Build him Sea 
A furnace, and throw him‘? pols Sani: yall gsligle Gp 
Into the blazing fire!” 


98. (This failing), they then 4 rey 5 
Sought a stra against Enacyl 20S aly 
A, Sopet tagem aga — Sac Vin gels o4y\s2 Ob a 
But We made them the ones 
Most humiliated! 


99. ¢e said: “I will go Ssithcumts 31 42 
o my Lord! He DI}oabsy} ® 





4090. See the reference in the last note. 


4091. With the right hand; as the right hand is the hand of power, the phrase means that he struck them 
with might and main and broke them (Cf $7:28). 


4092. His action was a challenge, and he drives home the challenge now with argument. ‘Do you worship 
your own handiwork? Surely worship is due to Him Who made you and made possible your handiwork! 


4093, Yhe argument of Abraham was so sound that i it could not be met by argument. In such cases Evil 
resorts to violence, or secret plotting. Here there was both violence and secret plotting. The violence consisted 
in throwing him into a blazitig Furnace. But by the mercy of Allah the fire did not harm him (21:69), and 
so they resorted to plotting. But the plotting, as the next verse (37:98) shows, was a boomerang that recoiled 
on their own heads. 


4094. Cf. 21:71. ell elie iicdhlacita Dtalindes hake Atehideablgunthieneae 
(Chaldea, Babylon, and Assyria) and prospered in Syria and Palestine: It was his persecutors that suffered 
humiliation, 











Surah 37: Al Saffat 1149 sElaiee Gestalt 


Will surely guide me!*** wan 

100. “O my Lord! grant me Cais. yes ee 
A righteous (son)!" vedvall Cas) o) 

101, So We gave him + (8 3c.G-2 
The good news*?% pele atl ab fp 
Of a boy ready 
To suffer and forbear.*°*’ 

102. Then, when (the son) Aer cee eG 
Reached (the age of) ns allele > 
(Serious) work with him, Se, SHOT 
He said: “O my son! reir 
I see in vision*®** go L2ES Bie pee 
That I offer thee in sacrifice:*°** 15 5lsl ebwala 
Now see what is gy fx 
Thy view!” (The son) said: BAA OA Wie 3 4 NG 
“O my father! Do ad daslirs . 

As thou art commanded: SAG, Wihecs, ~A cer 
Thou wilt find me, 
If Allah so wills one i Veg e: 
Practising Patience and “anil 
Constancy!" 
103. So when they had both*!*° AgciKes gy 


Submitted their wills (to Allah), 
And he had laid him 





4095. This was the Hijrah of Abraham. He left his people and his land, because the Truth was dearer 
to him than the ancestral falsehoods of his people. He trusted himself to Allah, and under Allah's guidance 
he laid the foundations of great peoples. See n. 2725 to 21:69. 


4096, This was in the fertile land of Syria and Palestine. The boy thus born was, according to Muslim 
tradition, the first-born son of Abraham, viz, Isma'll. The name itself is from the root Sami'a, to hear, 
because Allah had heard Abraham's prayer (verse 100). Abraham's age when Isma’ll was born was 86 (Gen. 
16:16). (R). 


| 4097. The boy's character was to be Halim, which I have translated “ready to suffer and forbear’. This 
title is also applied to Abraham (in 9:14 and 11;75). It refers to the patient way in which both father and 
son cheerfully offered to suffer any self-sacrifice in order to obey the Command of Allah. See next verse. 


4098. Where did this vision occur? The Muslim view is that it was in or near Makkah. Some would identify 
it with the valley of Mina, six miles north of Makkah, where a commemoration sacrifice is annually celebrated 
asa rite of the Hajj on the tenth of Dhu al Hijjah, the ‘Id of Sacrifice, in memory of this Sacrifice of Abraham 
and Ism3'Tl (see in, 217 to 2-197). Others say that the original place of sacrifice was near the hill of Marwah 
(the companion hill to Safa, 2:158), which is associated with the infancy of Ism@Tl. 


4099. At what stage in Abraham's history did this occur? See n. 2725 to 21:69, It was obviously after 
his arrival in the land of Cannan and after Ismi‘il had grown up to years of discretion. Was it before or after 
the building of the Ka'bah (2:127)? There are no data on which this question can be answered, But we may 
suppose it was before that event, and that event may itself have been commemorative. 


4100. Note that the sacrifice was demanded of both Abraham and Ism@ Wl. It was a trial of the will of 
the father and the son. By way of trial the father had the command conveyed to him ina vision. He consulted 
the son. The son readily consented, and offered to stand true to his promise if his self-sacrifice was really 
required. The whole thing is symbolical. Allah does not require the flesh and blood of animals (22:37), much 
less of human beings. But he does require the giving of our whole being to Allah, the symbol of which is 
that we should give up something very dear to us, if Duty requires that sacrifice. (R). 


Surah 37: Al Saffat 1150 sighs AZay 


Prostrate on his forehead ‘ ot 
(For sacrifice), Aon : 
104. We called out to him,*! pa) poe hb harise 
“O Abraham! rap ul ity 
105. “Thou hast already fulfilled SOG pOg8 20, % 
The vision!"—thus indeed La Slosine a5 At 
Do We reward yi a 
Those who do right. Ge sllsse MSE 
106. For this was obviously fe “44,7 
~~ A‘trial— Eni hia) 
107. And We ransomed him pike RAS Mi Seesak 
By ‘ 
With a momentous sacrifice:*' e- peter 
108. And We left (this blessing)*'* DU, peli? sade, 
For him among generations oes BAe tS 


(To come) in later times: 


109. “Peace and salutation 2 oy 428 ee 
To Abraham!" PDAS aoe °o) 

ll0. Thus indeed do We reward € aint tihetercack 
Those who do right SANG AAS 





4101, Our version may be compared with the Jewish-Christian, version of the present Old Testament, 
The Jewish tradition, in order to glorify the younger branch of the family, descended from Isaac, ancestor 
of the Jews, as against the elder branch, descended from Ismail, ancestor of the Arabs, refers this sacrifice 
to Isaac (Gen. 22:1-18), Now Isaac was born when Abraham was 100 years old (Gen. 21:5), while Ismail was 
born to Abraham when Abraham was 86 years old (Gen. 16:16). Ismail was therefore 14 years older than 
Isaac. During his first 14 years Ismail was the only son of Abraham; at no time was Isaac the on/y son of 
Abraham Yet, in speaking of the sacrifice, the Old Testament says (Gen, 22:2): ‘And He said, Take now thy 
son, thine only son Issac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah: and offer him there for 
a burnt offering. . " This slip shows at any rate which was the older version, and how it was overlaid, like 
the present Jewish records, in the interests of a tribal religion. The “land of Moriah” is not clear: it was three 
days’ journey from Abraham's place (Gen, 22:4). There is less warrant for identifying it with the hill of Moriah 
on which Jerusalem was afterwards built than with the hill of Marwah which is identified with the Arab tradition 
about Isma‘rl. 


4102, In the Biblical version Isaac's consent is not taken: in fact Isaac asks, ‘where is the lamb for sacrifice?’ 
and is told that ‘God would provide it’ It is a complete human sacrifice like those to Moloch. In our vernon 
it is as much a sacrifice by the will of Isma‘tl as by that of ones And in any case it is symbolic: “this 
was obviously a trial”; “thou hast already fulfilled thy vision 


4103. The adjective qualifying “sacrifice” here, ‘azim, (great, momentous) may be understood both in 
a literal and a figurative sense. In a literal sense it implies that a fine sheep or ram was substituted symbolically 
The figurative sense is even more important, It was indeed a great and momentous occasion, when two men, 
with concerted will, “ranged themselves in the ranks” of those to whom self-sacrifice in the service of Allah 
was the supreme thing in life. In this sense, said Jesus, “he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it", (Matt, 
10:39), (R). 


4104. Cf above, 37:78-81 and n| 4083, also 43:28 





Sirah 37: Al Saffat 1151 EG . eA 


il, For he was one OPE 2998 
Of Our believing Servants. Sy Wake 5o25\ Op 
112, And We gave him*”* Ane pAceae 
The good news | GALLATE GD 
Of Isaac—a prophet — Ev ase 
One of the Righteous. Sroka ines 
113. We blessed him and Isaac: gen Cure 
But of their progeny 5 allel355 


Are (some) that do right, 4 eee 
And ome) shat abviusiyeme | Enc n SIUES ES gS ns 


Do wrong, to their own souls. 


SECTION 4. 
14. Again, (of old,) RA AASETAGA 
bestowed Our favour a7 Bs (sty was 


On Moses and Aaron,*!*’ 


115. And We delivered them “9s Arete pe 2% 
And their people from pcb ali. ery EEE 


(Their) Great Calamity;*'* 


16. And We helped them, Se ASHt? 


So mnt overcame (their eal pb 245 755 ap 
. troubles);*'* 


ec’ 


117. And We gave them 


= oslf 2% avait Pid 
The Book which helps*!'” PE Wee) FOR (VAN 


To make things clear; 





4105. Isaac was Abraham's second son, born of Sarah, when Abraham was 100 years of age. Seen. 4101. 
He was also blessed and became the ancestor of the Jewish people. See next note. 


4106, So long as the Children of Israel upheld the righteous banner of Allah, they enjoyed Allah's blessing 
and their history is a portion of sacred history, When they fell from grace, they did not stop Allah’s Plan: 
they injured their own souls. 


___ 4107. The story of Moses is cold in numerous passages of the Qur'an. The passages most illustrative of 
the present passage will be found in 28:4 (oppression of the Israelites in Egypt) and 20)77-79 (the Israelites 
triumphant over their enemies when the latter were drowned in the Red Sea), 

wu , - > 

-— 4108. What could have been a greater calamity to them than that they should have been held in slavery 
by the Egyptians, that their male children should have been killed and their female children should have been 
saved alive for the Egyptians? ; 

4109. The Israelites.were delivered, by three steps mentioned in verses 114, 115, and 116 respectively; but 
the consumraation of Allah's favour on them was (verses 117-118) che Revelation given to them, which guided 
them on the Straight Way, so long as they preserved the Revelation intact /and followed its precepts. The three 
eps were: (1) che divine commission.to Moses and Aaron; (2)the deliverance from bondage: and (3) the 
triumphant crossing,of the Red Sea and the destruction. of Pharaoh's army, 


4110. Mustabin has a slightly different force from Mubin. 1 have translated the former by: which Aelps 
to make things clear", and the latter by “which makes sheng ¢ clear'—apt descriptions as applied to the Tawrah 
and che Qur'an. 


Sirah 37: Al Saffat 1152 cbighke Asia 
us. And We guided them PES, AN ESA GLIG ah 


To the Straight Way. 


119. And We left (this blessing)*™ SS ee 2 ae, 
For them among generations ep Vigligle py Ny 
(To come).in later times: 
120. “Peace and salutation LA BCH 
To Moses and Aaron!" Goyprey gage dee 1G 
121. Thus indeed do We reward “4 4 
Those who do right. Sn disg NSE 1S 
122. For they were two A, SIMIF AZ. © jes8 
Of Our believing Servants. GOA AAAS 
123. So also was Elias*"* AZ Ae FT Ah F\- 
Among those sent (by Us). SA (oe) oOlols @ 
124. Behold, he said atic aoe ie 
To his people, Pesan ie LIES 
“Will ye not fear (Allah)? 
125. “Will ye call upon Ba‘l*™* = weaf {2 ix, Pt er Gore AS 
And forsake the Best evi ayers $55 33 wot WOE) 
Of Creators — 


126. “Allah, your Lord and Cherisher z S26 
And the Lord and Cherisher BAY Taste ROE SAAAES 
Of your fathers of old?” 


N 


127. But they rejected him,*"* 2 af At erste 
And they will certainly 3 pared) a? aS ROE 
Be called up (for punishment) — 





411L See above, $7:78-81 and n. 4083. 


4112. See n. 905 to 6:85. Elias is the same as Elijah, whose story will be found in the Old Testament 
in 1 Kings 17-19 and 2 Kings 1-2. Elijah lived in the reign of Ahab (B.C, 896-874) and Ahaziah (B.C. 874.872), 
kings of the (northern) kingdom of Israel or Samaria. He was a prophet of the desert, like John the Baptin— 
unlike our Holy Prophet, who took part in, controlled, and guided all the affairs of his people. Both Ahab 
and Ahaziah were prone to lapse into the worship of Ba'l, the sun-god worshipped in Syria. That worship 
also included the worship of nature-powers and procreative powers, as in the Hindu worship of the Lingam, 
and led to many abuses. King Ahab had married a princess of Sidon, Jezebel, a wicked woman who led her 
husband to forsake Allah and adopt Ba'l-worship, Elijah denounced all Ahab's sins as well as the sins of Ahaaish 
and had to flee for his life. Eventually, according to the Old Testament (2 Kings, 2:11) he was taken up in 
a whirlwind to heaven in a chariot of fire after he had left his mantle with Elisha the prophet. (R), 


4113. For Ba'l-worship see last note. . 


4114. They persecuted him and he had to flee for his life. Eventually he disappeared mysteriously; seen. 4il2, 

















Sirah 37: Al Saffat 1153 cbse Adsl 
Crake Satstedy a 


128. Except the sincere and devoted 
Servants of Allah (among them). 


















129. And We left (this blessing)*"* 
For him among generations 
(To come) in later times: 


op Ti gales 


180. “Peace and salutation 
To such as Elias!"*5A 


ine Selene arp 
APSO SEG. 


181. Thus indeed do We reward 
Those who do right. 


132. For he was one 
Of Our believing Servants. 


Crete Sovail Se 
WosEsbsa5 
Spaces aha ace 3) Se 


133. So also was Lut 
Among those sent (by Us). 


134. Behold, We delivered him 
And his adherents, all 


135. Except an old woman ere ,.¢ 
Who was among those SrBlaGZy > 

Who lagged behind:*"”” . 

186. Then We destroyed 
The rest. 


EAI ES 


137. Verily, ye pass*!!* 
By their (sites), 
~~ By day— 


138. And by night: 
‘Will ye not understand? 


AEST ay 





4115. See above, 37:78-81, and n. 4083. 


BS 
- 4115-A_ Tlyisin may be an alternative form of Ilyas: Cf. Sayni‘a (23:20) and Sinin (95:2), Or it may be 
the plural of Ilyas, meaning “such people as Ilyas", 


_ 4116. The best ilustration of this passage about Liit will be found in 7280-84, He was a prophet sent 
Sodom and Gomorrah, Cities of the Plain, by the Dead Sea. The inhabitants were given over to abominable 
_efimes, against which he preached. They insulted him and threatened to ‘expel him. But Allah in His mercy 
saved him and his family, with one exception, (see the following note), and then destroyed the Cities. 


4117. Cf. 7:83, and n. 1051, Lot's wife had no faith: she lagged behind, and perished in the general ruin. 
4118. Cf. 15:76, and n. 1998. The tract where they lay is situated on the highway to Syria where the Arab 


_¢arayans travelled regularly, “by day and by night’. Could not future generations learn wisdom from the 
_desruction of those who did wrong? 


Stirah 37: Al Saffat— 1154 eB  Psdstlialg 


C. 199.—So was it also with Jonah; he had 

(37:139-182.) His trials, but Allah had mercy on him. 
And his mission was successful. How 
Can men ascribe to Allah qualities 
And relations derogatory to His nature? 
High is He above all creatures. 
The ranks of angels and messengers stand firm 
In His service. Evil is sure to be overcome. 
So Praise and Glory to Allah, the Lord 
Of Honour and Power, and Peace to His messengers! 


SECTION 5. 


139. So also was Jonah*"* Bua zit ars. 4G) + HE a 


Among those sent (by Us). 


140. When he ran away i optadiusal Alwike ALO 


(Like a slave from captivity)*'?° 
To the ship (fully) laden, 


141. He (agreed to) cast lots,*! 4,1 ie carr 
And he was condemned: Cnias LSS bas Lagu) 


142. Then the big Fish*#2 yer: 
Did swallow him, poy ZAC ap 
And he had done*!** 
Acts worthy of blame. 


143. Had it not been 2. edhe ci atixie 
“That. he (repented and) “> C286 vs) VE ay 
Glorified Allah,*'* 





4119. For illustrative passages, see 21:87-88, n. 2744, and 68:48-50. Jonah's mission was to the city of Nineveh, 
then steeped in-wickedness. He was rejected and he denounced Allah's wrath on them, but they repented and 
obtained Allah's forgiveness. But Jonah “departed in wrath” (21:87), forgetting that Allah has Mercy as well 
as forgiveness. See the notes following, Cf 10:98, n. 1478. 


4120, Jonah ran away from Nineveh like a slave from captivity. He should have stuck to his post and 
merged his own will in Allah's Will. He was hasty, and went off to take a ship, As if he could escape from 
Allah's Plan! 


4121. The ship was fully laden and met foul weather. The sailors, according to their superstition, wanted 
to find out who was responsible for the ill-luck; a fugitive slave would cause such ill-luck. The lot fell on Jonah, 
and he was cast off. 


4122. The rivers of Mesopotamia have some huge fishes. The word used here is Hist, which may bea 
fish or perhaps a crocodile, If it were in an open northern sea, it might be a whale, The locality is not mentioned; 
in the Old Testament he is said to have taken ship in the port of Joppa (now Jaffa) in the Mediterranean (Jonah. 
1:3), which would be not less than 600 miles from Nineveh. The Tigris river, mentioned by some of our 
Commentators, is more likely, and it contains some fishes of extraordinary size. 


4123. See n. 4120. 


4124. “But he cried through the depths of darkness, "There is no god but Thee; glory to Thee! I oF 
indeed wrong!” (21:87). 





Sirah 37: Al Saffat 1155 kale Basen 
h “Sey eis * SE 
lf athe he-Fis Stet dical Get <ip 


Remained inside the Fish'** 
Till the Day of Resurrection. 


’ But We camAidn: forth ryt “— -, 4 ae 
On the naked shore FIP ALI. 35XS Kid 
In a state of sickness,*** 


EP 


iis. And We caused to grow, er 25724 aclelast 
Over him, a spreading plant nai ys ope ace oat ae 
Of the Gourd kind, ' ' 


¢ 

147, And We sent him a By niet ie Diet 
(On a mission) oy Iii aL gic ae Suv 

_ Toa hundred thousand*'”’ 7 

~ (Men) or more. 


is. And they believed; aU pa SA quad 


So We permitted them 
To enjoy (their life)*'** 


For a while. 

49. ow ask chem their opinion;** Cl aed | Pa | Re Sm (1 

Js it that thy Lord Ste HM igsatcl &> 
Has (only) daughters, and they Z as 
Haye sons?— pS rn 












150. Or that We created ie CaS ) 


+The angels female, and they Ay 
_ Are witnesses (thereto)? yg ay CS) 





4125. This is just the idiom. This was to be the burial and the grave of Jonah. Hf he had nor repented, 
he could not have got out of the body of the creature that had swallowed him, until the Day of Resurrection, 
when all the dead would be raised up, 


Gas. Cf. 37:89 above, His strange situation might well have caused him to be ill. He wanted fresh air 
solitude. He got both in the open plain, and the abundantly shady Gourd Plant or some fruitful tree 
like it gave him both shade and sustenance. The Gourd is a creeper that can spread over any roof or ruined 


da 
4127, The city of Nineveh was a very large city. The Old Testament says: “Nineveh was an exceeding 


‘city of three days’ journey” (Jonah, $:3); “wherein are more than six score thousand persons" (Jonah, 
4ih.t0 other words its circuit was about 45 miles, and its population was over a hundred and twenty thousand 


li They repented and believed, and Nineveh got a new lease of life. For the dates to which Jonah 
may be referred, and the vicissitudes of the City's history as the seat of the Assyrian Empire, see notes 1478-1479 
to 10:98. 

The lessons from Jonah's story are: (1) that no man should take upon himself to judge of Allah's wrath 
or Allah's mercy; (2) that nevertheless Allah forgives true repentance, whether in a righteous man, or in a 
wicked city; and (3) that Allah's Plan will always prevail, and can never be defeated. 

in 

4129. We begin a new argument here. The Pagan Arabs called angels daughters of Allah. They themselves 
were ashamed of having daughters, and preferred to have sons, to add to their power and dignity. See 16-57-59, 
and n. 2082. Yet they invented daughters for Allah! 


SUrah 87: Al Saffat 1156 hide Saye 
151, Is it mot that they a basnigt 
152. “Allah has begotten children?" 6d 2% opt ae 
“But they are liars! Piha ail 
158, Did He (then) choose! p> eee 
Daughters rather than sons? eco Ci geo! & 
154. What is the matter ee ate 
With you? How judge ye? CRASS 
155. Will ye not then enter 
Receive admonition? SS @ 
156, Or have ye a Reset abe 
An authority manifest? RONDA SETS | 
157. Then bring ye your Book ad + at ab 
(Of authority) if ye be Ber SISNG 
Trathful! 
158. 4 hey have invented -< om er h Se 
Se raoeiviea onathe fein: BES Seoeee 
But the Jinns know re 
(Quite well) that they a, She. 
“ Have indeed to appear eel 
(Before His Judgement Seat)! 
159. Glory to Allah! (He is free) ome 
From the things they ascribe Spe Pail 
(To Him)! 
160. Not (so do) the Servants aot eate tte Gg 
Of Alleh, shacere arch devoned 0 alealsteyG 





4190, Any attribution eo Allah of iecleas derogatory to His Oneness and His supreme height abewe all crestate 
is Mikeely to degrade our own conception of Allah’) Univeral Plan, and is condemned in the stronger wen. 


4031. Thete bb the strongest irony in thi peer 


net onhy commeect them with Allah a dacgheen bot ewen commect Allab by pelationsbop with all beads of pee 

ged of evil! is seme mythologies the most evil peewee pois or poeidesers as if ihery belonged to he fay 

of Allah the Greamr and had some semblance af equality with Hien! This, too, @ repudiated im the erongen em, 
For finns ee oo. SS te fh: 1D. 


4135. Theo sincere in devovion to Allah never ascribe such degrading ideas to Allah (Cf 97-7 ~ 








Sirah $7: AL Saffat 1157 lalla abstjulizat 


, verily, neither nae LEI 
CG: eaehrertat a Dosiliige SESS OD 


162. Can lead (any)"™ 4d ate 
_ Into temptation Usa ICED 
'— Concerning Allah, 


163, Except such as are ot fies 
z (Themselves) going to elon’, rp 


The blazing Fire! 


164. (Chose ranged in ranks say):*"* wrromct SFT ure 
“Not one of us but has see f YES 
A place appointed; 
165. “And. we are verily rs 
Ranged in ranks (for service); glSleeIUl5 
166. "And we are verily those veptte ae 
Who declare (Allah's) glory!” species & 
167, eed there were those*!¥* jal 2g 
168. “If only we had had POO 
_ Before us a Message PD Pe 20 EU 
__ From those of old, t 
4 * : Tort | 
169. “We should certainly have Snel) ailsle Cue 


~~ Been Servants of Allah,*"’ 
Sincere (and devoted)!” 





4154. Evil has no power over faith, truth; and sincerity, Such power as it has is over those who deliberately 

put themselves in the way of Destruction. It is their own will that leads them astray. If they were fortified 
against Evil by Faith, Patience, and Constancy, Evil would have no power to hurt them. Allah would protect them. 
in ’ ’ 
_ 4185. To round off the argument of the Sirah we go back to the idea with which it began. Those who 
range themselves in ranks for the united service of Allah (see above, 47:1 and n. 4031)—whether angels or 
men of God — are content to keep their ranks and do whatever service is assigned to them. It is not for them 
to question Allah's Plan, because they know that it is good and that it will ultimately. triumph. Any seeming 
delays or defeats do not worry them. Nor do they ever break their ranks. 


 AIS6, There were the sceptics or Unbelievers — primarily the Pagan Arabs, but in a more extended sense, 
aliwho doubt Allah's providence or revelation. 

bp a , 

_ 4187. Such men take refuge in ancestral tradition. ‘If our forefathers had had an inkling of Revelation 
or miracles, or had worshipped as we are now taught to worship, we should gladly have accepted. Or if they 
bad had anything of the miracles which other nations of old are said to have received, we could then have 
accepted. eo Ee meron yay Meagher ats aman TIE 
and they doubt and reject it. id 


Stirah 37: Al Saffat 


170. But (now that the Qur'an 


Has come), they reject it; 
But soon will they know!*** 


171. Already has Our Word 
Been passed before (this) 


To Our Servants sent (by Us), 


172. That they would certainly 


Be assisted, 


178. And that Our forces—‘*'** 


They surely must conquer. 


So turn thou away*'*® 
From them for a little while, 


174. 


175. And watch them (how*'* 
They fare), and they soon 


Shall see (how thou farest)! 


176. Bo they wish (indeed)*** 


hurry on our Punishment? 


But when it descends 

Into the open space*'** 
Before them, evil will be 
The morning for those who 


177. 


ahs 
4 polous ead aly pis a} 


1158 bis 


cae RUMI Es ren be 
<2 FAI wher] & 


Spi ob Gp 


a) 


Ae +. of- 


Ose ae Pa) 


Pract 


ATED 


Gpacdieie rie 


Were warned (and heeded not)! 





4138. Allah's Truth will manifest itself against all odds, and the whole world will see. 


4139. The victory will be the victory of Allah's Truth by the forces of Allah, but every soldier in the army 
of Truth, who has done his duty, will be entitled to claim a share in the victory. 


4140. Addresed in the first instance co the Holy Prophet, but good for all time. He was not to be discouraged 
by his initial failures. Soon came victory to him from Allah. So is it always in the struggles of truth and 
righteousness. The righteous can afford to ignore opposition, confident in the strength which comes from the 
Grace ‘of Allah. 


4141. Watch and wait, for the Right must come to its own. 


4142. The last verse enjoined Patience under the attacks of Evil, in the knowledge that evil must be conquered 
at last. Evil may perhaps turn back scoffingly and say. “If 2 punishment is to come, why not bring ic on now! 
Why indeed? The answer is; when it comes, it will come like a rush by night when the enemy is overpowered, 
when he least expects it: when the day dawns, it is a sorry plight in which the enemy finds himself. Cf 2247, 
anda 2826: and 26-204, n. ais 

’ 

4145. See last note. NES RE A ER LE olay to sitsjrtncd "end haael 
by a night attack from the hills. Evil is the plight of any survivors in the morning. Their regrets will be all 
the more poignant if they had had some sort of a warning before hand and had paid no heed with 



















Sirah 37: Al Saffat 


178. So turn thou away*™* 


ns, And watch (how they fare) 
And they soon shall see 
(How thou farest)! 


180. Glory to thy Lord,“ 
a, BS Lord of Honour, 
seit And Power! (He is free) 


Be 
~ From what they ascribe 
(To Him)! 
=. y 
181. And Peace on the Messengers 
182. And Praise to Allah, 


© The Lord and Cherisher 
Of the Worlds. 


— and rounds off the whole Sirah. 


for (4) He loves and cherishes all His Creation. 


From them for a Jittle while, 


1159 Sige. AB 


peels @ 


Beant. 
Stats Li, @ 


4144. This and the following verse repeat verses 174-175 (with a slight verbal alteration). The argument 
in verses 176-177 brought in a new point. When that is finished, the repetition carries us back to the main 


4145. This and the following two verses recapitulate: (1) Glory, Honour, and Power belong to Allah; (2) 
‘one is equal to Him; (3) He sends Messengers and revelations, and His aid will overcome all obstacles; 


Intro. to Sirah 38 1160 


INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 38—SAD 


For the place of this Surah in the series of six, dealing with some of the mysteries of the 
spiritual world, see Introduction to S. 34. 


This Sirah, both in chronology and subject matter, is cognate to S. $7, and carries forward 
the same argument. But here the emphasis is laid on the working of earthly power when combined 
with spiritual power, and it is pointed out how much more significant (and real) spiritual power 
is. For this reason the illustrative stories are mainly those of David and Solomon who were kings 
as well as prophets, and a parallel is suggested with the unfolding public life of our Holy Prophet. 


Summary —Worldly and evil men are surprised at the renewal of Truth and Righteousnes: 


but righteousness has more power than worldly strength, as is seen in the story of kings like David, 
who had both (38:1-26, and C. 200). 


So also Solomon loved the Lord more than worldly power, which may be. good. but may 
be misused by evil men; so also Job and other men of power and insight, chose the path of final 
bliss rather than final misery ($8:27-64, and C, 20)). 


So also in the case of the final Messenger; his Gospel of Unity must triumph over all Jealousy 
and Arrogance in God's good time (38:65-88, and C. 202). 


C. 200.—Self-glory and Separatism, these 

(38:1-26.) Are among the roots of Evil, also Envy 
And Suspicion. Not all the combinations 
Of Evil can for a moment reverse 
Allah's Purpose or His Justice. David, 
Endowed with worldly Power and the Virtues 
Had yet to purge himself of the thought 
Of Self-glory, which he did; and thus 
He became one of those nearest to Allah. 


ll 
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Sirah 38. 

-* s!rin “arene 
Sad tae Ay 
wl! ' 

In the name of God, Most Gracious, Sisal 4 -, 


Most Merciful. 


oi Sada te v vs 

a By the Qur'an, 

/ Setar) FON Jeena. 
a 3 seen ee & Eilssgi ally 


2. But the Unbelicnan mT 
(Are steeped) in Self-glory*'** seb seedy 70) 
’ a we 
i 


3. How many generations — als et) 


_ Before them did We destroy? 


» In the end they cried" (Ss 
i> paging Mas bb sate DP Ang lds 
~. There was no longer time , Peas 


’ For being saved! 


4, So they wonder Saabs tés ro 


That a Warner has come 





As. Sad is a letter of the Arabic alphabet. It is used here as an Abbreviated Letter, for which see Appendix 
end of Sirah 2:). See also the second para. of n. 989 to 7:1 for this particular letter. No dogmatism 
is permissible in trying to interpret Abbreviated Letters. But it is suggested that it may stand for Qzsas (“Stories’), 
inwhich the dominant consonant iss. For this Sirah is concerned mainly with the stories of David and Solomon 
rative of the relative positions of spiritual and worldly power. Sale’s note, “It may stand for Solomon’; 

isa real howler: for in Arabic the letter Sad does not occur at all.in the name of Solomon. , 


4147. Full of admonation: the word dhskr is far more comprehensive than any single word or phrase that 
{ean chink of in English: it implies (1) remembrance in a spirit of reverence; (2) recital, celebrating the praises 
of Allah; (3) teaching, admonition, warning; (4) Message, Revelation, as in Ahi al dhikr, “those who possess 
the Message” 16:45, and n. 2069). In Safi phraseology it implies mystical enlightenment, both the aspiration 

id the attainment, for in the highest spiritual atmosphere, the two are one, Devotional exercises are also 

d dhikr, with reference to meaning (2) above. 


“nas. ie grit vio i's oli i Self gd of Atrpande as is pointed out in several places 
‘regard to Satan: of, below, $8:74-76. “This leads ta Envy and Separatism, or a desire to start a peculiar 
ctrine or sect of one’s own, instead of a desire to find common grounds of belief and life, which lead to 
¢ Religion of Unity in Allah. This teaching of Unity was what the Pagans objected to in the Holy Prophet 
ene 5 below)! 






Annee, Teaching, Warning, Signs have been given by Allah to all nations and at all times, and yet nations 
have rebelled and gone wrong and suffered destruction. If only later generations could learn that wrongdoing 
results in self-destruction! For the justice of Allah merely carries out the result of their own choice and actions. 
Atany time during their probation they could repent and obtain mercy, but their "'Self-glory and Separatism” 
wand in the way. Ultimately they do cry for a way of escape, but it is then too late. 


Stirah 38: Sad 


To them from among 
themselves !*!*° 

And the Unbelievers say, 

“This is a sorcerer 

Telling lies! 


. “Has he made the gods*®! 
(All) into one God? 

Truly this is 

A wonderful thing!” 


1162 


sist Passel asl 


a 
Sts 


re 
ESBS Gy ASIN 


pi MAA EOS 1 TO) 
AS 3 “nh 4 


Peel 


6. And the leaders among them 
Go away (impatiently), 


rsa? SOEs * 


(saying), *!** ava “ria 
“Walk ye away, and remain Kee his 
Constant to your gods! SSB “4478 
For this is truly o\ oe ipa) Lia 


A thing designed (against you)! 


7. “We never heard (the like) SoS Pot yt ace ar 
Of this among the people Vs 3! ateraie 0: 
Of these latter days:*'** 1 Ad Stance 
This is nothing but gh Ye | 


A made-up tale!” 


8. “What! Has the Message 
Been sent to him—‘*'* 


(Of all persons) among us?”.. . ae 
But they are in doubt i sah 





, 4150. Their wonder is only stimulated. They are full of envy and spite against one of rhemnsslves aia 
has been chosen by Allah to be His Messenger, and they vent their spite by making all sorts of false accusations 
The man who was pre-eminent for truth and conscientious consideration, they call “a sorcerer and a liar’? 
(Cf 51:52). 

4151. And what is the offence of the Messenger of Unity? That he has made all their fantastic gods disappear 
that in place of chaos he has brought harmony; that in place of conflict he brings peace! It is a wonderfa 
thing, but not in the sarcastic sense in which the Unbelievers scoff at it! 

4152. When the message of Islam was being preached in its infancy, and the Preacher and his follower 
were being persecuted by the Pagans, one of the devices adopted by the Pagan leaders was to get the 
uncle Abii Talib to denounce or renounce his beloved nephew. A conference was held with Aba Talib fo: 
this purpose, On its failure the leaders walked away, and began to discredit the great movement by falsely 
giving out that it was designed against their personal influence, and to throw power into the hands of the 
Prophet, ‘Umar's conversion occurred in the sixth year of the Mission (seventh year before the Hijrah), The 
circumstances connected with it (see Introduction to S. 20) greatly alarmed the Quraysh chiefs, who, 
of autocracy themselves, confused the issue by accusing the righteous Preacher of plotting against their power 

4153. ‘Whatever may have been the case in the past’, they said, ‘our own immediate ancestors worshipped 
these idols in Makkah, and why should we give them up? Self-complacency was stronger with them than Truth; 
and so they call Truth “a made-up tale"! Some Commentators interpret al Millat al Akhirah to refer to the 
last religion preached before Islam, vz. Christianity, which had itself departed from Monotheism to Trinity, (R), 

4154, Here comes in envy. ‘If a Message had to come, why should iv come to him, the orphan sonal 
‘Abd Allah, and net to'one of our own great men?! “ 





Sirah 38: Sad 


_ Concerning My (own) Message!*'** 


Nay, they have not yet 
Tasted My Punishment! 


9. Or have they the pera 
Of the Mercy of thy Lord — 
The Exalted in Power, 

The Grantor of Bounties 
Without measure? 


10. Or have they the dominion 
Of the heavens and the earth 


sist os desieioes 


wel aI KeSez 


DBE PLEAD 
bata 


48 IO 


And all between? If so, cae ey 

Let them mount up*!’? abjuenl log ccii 
_. With the ropes and means . okt (2e-% 
- (To reach that end)! EN (allan 


li, But there —will be*'** AXaes f,. yas 

Put to flight even a host Le Peer y\ale ESC 
Of confederates. 

12. Before them (were many 


Who) rejected messengers — *'** BPE 3S Kp 


_ The People of Noah, es 
And ‘Ad, and Pharaoh CASS; 3 

___ The Lord of Stakes,*'* 

18. And Thamid, and the People Re AAS 

_, Of Lut, and the Companions*” etl stp dyads OP 





4155. They have no clear idea of how Allah's Message comes! It is not a worldly thing to be given to 
anyone. It is a divine thing requiring spiritual preparation. If they close their eyes to it now, it will be brought 
home to them when they taste the consequences of their folly! 


4156. If they set themselves to judge Allah, have they anything to show comparable to Allah's Mercy and 
Power! He has both in infinite measure. Who are they to question the grant of His Mercy and Revelation to 
His own Chosen One? 

a} 

” 4157. Weak and puny creatures though they are, they dare to raise their heads against the Omnipotent, 
asifthey had dominion over Creation and not Hel If they had any power, let them mount up to heaven and 
‘use all the means they have to that end, and see how they can frustrate Allah's Purpose! 


4158. Of course they cannot frustrate Allah's Purpose, In that world —the spiritual world — they will be 
igtiominiously touted, even if they form the strongest confederacy of the Powers of Evil that ever could combine. 
the last clause of verse 13 below. 


_ 4159. In their day, Noah's contemporaries, or the ‘Ad and the Thamiid, so frequently mentioned, or Pharaoh 
‘the mighty king of Egypt, or the people to whom Lot was sent (Cf $7:75-82; 7:65-79, 7:103-197, 7-80-84) were 
examples of arrogance and rebellion against Allah: they rejected the divine Message brought by their messengers. 
and they all.came to an evil end. Will not their posterity learn their lesson? 


. 
_ 4160. The tile of Pharaoh, “Lord of the Stakes", denotes power and arrogance, in all or any of the following 
ways: (1) the stake makes a tent firm and stable, and is a symbol of firmness and stability; (2) many stakes 
mean a large camp and a numerous army to fight; (3) impaling with stakes was a crue! punishment resorted 
to by the Pharaohs in arrogant pride of power. 


4161. Companions of the Wood: sce 15:78, and n. 2000. 





Stirah 38: Sad 


Of the Wood— such were 
The Confederates. *'** 


14. Not one (of them) but 
Rejected the messengers, 
But My Punishment 
Came justly and inevitably 
(On them). 


Secnion 2. 


1. These (today) only wait 
For a single mighty Blast,“ 
Which (when it cores) 
Will breok no delay,"!* 


16. They say: “Our Lord! 
Hasten ‘to us-our sentence*!™ 
(Even) before the Day 
Of Account!” 


ree ral] 


Tb4 eter 


a4, ie 


heya We Sk 


See 
tte 


a See 
oe aa ete Me hack 


aw alesanusl| 


# 


Cases iGs 


wid yd 


17, Have patience at what they 
Say, and remember Our Servant 
David, the man of strength:**' 
For he ever turned (to Allah). 


eS b seb eacl@ 


tai FA aNi5536 aug! 


18. ‘Ie was We that made 
The hills declare,*"* 
In unison with him, 


ASL ah @ 





4182. Cf. abowe, were U, and n. 4158. 


4165. Cf Vi:64, 2) 1990) anal, 22:18. 
4164. Cf 89, wn. $075. 


4165. Fowaly: delay, the ineerval berween one milking of a ahe-camel, and another, either co give he 
breathing space of to give her young cime to suck — ov perhaps the milker co adjes his finger Soch an ine 
will be quite short, The derived meaning is that when the inevitable purushment for sin arrives, 6 wil te 
tarry, but do ie work wtthout debay. 


4166, Cf 26:204 and n. $290, Those who do not believe in the Hereafter say ironically: “Let wi han 
our punishment and sentence now, why delay it?” The last verse and the next verse supply the comeentiep 
Asto those who mock. they will find out the rrath soon enough. when lt is too lace for repentance or sein 
Aste the peoplecta of Allah. who are mocked, they must wait patiently for Allah to fell His Plan: ees ce 
who had worldly strength and power, like David, bad to exercise infinite patience when mocked by ther 
contemporaries. 


4167, David was aman of exceptional strength, for even as a raw youths, he slew che Philistine giant Gellath 
See 2249-252, and notes 286-287. flefore that fight. be was mocked by his enemies end chidden even by ha 
own elder brother. But he relied upon Allah, and won through, and afterwards became beng. 


4168, Seen. 2799 00 21:79. AM nature sings in unison and celebrates abe praises of Alfab. David oan gion 
ihe gift of musi¢ and psalmody, and therefore the hills and birds are expressed) as einging Allabin praise it 
unison with him. ‘The special hours when the hills wnd growes echo the angy of birds are in the evening unt 
at dawn, when also the birds gather together, for thote are respectively their rocating hours and tht bow 
of ubeir comeerned flight for the cay. 








































Sirah 38: Sad 65 Big Casey 


Our Praises, at eventide “ini(ce PA eee 
~ “And at break of day, Bie Peto 


a And the birds gathered ct ee ard Fist 
(In assemblies): all with him jl; Aa 
mn Did turn (to Allah).*' 


20. We strengthened his kingdom, APPA RO AAS ARH 
"And gave him wisdom aS 2 SiG AK LSS 
_. And sound judgement*!”® . gener? ee 


In speech and decision. L a) \uaty 


‘a as the Story of eat tod 
Tees oe 
=k Disputants reached thee?*!”! east Lo J ® 


“Behold, they cli roa: 
, they climbed over = tt? 
i The wall of the private chamber; olredi! toy! 
22. When they entered <a 4c tAc os 
The presence of David,*!”* siglo gh lplo-s >} 1 
_ And he was terrified Mis ey ie De 
Of them, they said: ein ee aor 
“Fear not: we are two oe, © eae 
 Disputants, one of whom vende Cae ols 
Has wronged the other: oe Galt 
Decide now between us Lh: aS SLES § -i; 
¢ With truth, and treat us not + 
With injustice, but guide us facets “¢ 
To the even Path, 2 libel, 
pi 
28. “This man is my brother;*'” as Peete NN Fi 
He has nine and ninety AP ogee Aaa ® 
~ Ewes, and I have (but) one: Ae py BAL - 
__ Yet he says, ‘Commit her Jas dtoryae Js 





_ 4169. Note the mutual echo between this verse and verse 17 above. The Arabic awwib is common to 
‘both, and it furnishes the rhyme or rhythm of the greater part of this Sirah, thus echoing the main theme: 
‘Tam to Allah in Prayer and Praise, for that is more than any worldly power or wisdom,’ 


eh Cf n. 2732 to 21:79 for David's sound judgement in decisions; he could also express himself aptly, 
epimeakeas bear Witness. 


47. I this saney.on-Barable: anon deans dnushe Bibles telat ve cdelan here: domsthatchio-enteidentdias 
equivalent to Nathan's parable in I] Samuel, 11 and 12. Baydawi would seem to favour that view, but other 
Commentators reject it. David was a pious man, and he had a well-guarded private chamber (mihra@d) for 


Prayer and Praise. 


pad api Ses EG ings H poitee banh acy aa gat mans at 
Be privacy was invaded by two men, who had obtained access by climbing over a wall. David was frightened 
Bs epparicion But they said: “We have come to seek thy justice as king: we are brothers, and we have 
a quarrel, which we wish thee to decide” 


¥ ° 

_ 41758. The brother who was most aggrieved said: “This my brother has a flock of ninety-nine sheep, and 
‘Thave but one: yet he wants me to give up my one sheep to his keeping: and moreover he is not even fair-spoken. 
ie talks like one meditating mischief, and he has not even the grace to ask as an equal, of one sharing in 
‘a business or inheritance: What shall 1 do?” 


Sirah 38: Sad 166 Hi Say 


_ To my care, and is (moreover) j cat od 
Harsh to me in speech.” atlas 
24. (David) said: “He has ne ee 
nh demanding t single ewe thet Fee at 
To be added to his (flock eles S| cic 
Of) ewes; truly many eee 
Are the Partners (in business)" Pay hong’ 
Who wrong each other: ar: 
Not so do those who believe | lye SoA acts 
And work deeds of righteousness, ey aie 
And how few are they?” .. pale Ly teed ifs; 
And David gathered that We A 
Had tried him: he asked Jeeeercs PAS sl 
Bonglecneas of is Lord. | eye oL ¢ 86 ' 
own, bowing won, rot # 
(Im prostration), and turned Sul Shas 
(To Allah in repentance", 

25. So We forgave him sqceees 
This (lapse): he enjoyed, Me @ 
Indeed, a Near Approach to Us, eee OU ee ptt 

And a beautiful Place Seamer if] Sire 
— Of (final) Return. 
26. O David! We did indeed Sa ae Tel baal E] 
‘ll cag: thee a iat es An tli lao) Sis FD) 
earth: so theu 2 i. + A&M. 
Between men in truth (and Ata Nt AG 
f justice): , 





4104. The creme eer mepernces, the ecw eae meer, ee oe Chea hy che copee bee 
should als have come with the complainant, risking hi life in climbing the wall to evade the guard ond 
he certainty said nothing. David took them linerally, and began co preach about the faliehood ant ihe fod 
ol nmr, whe should be conene with what chey have, but whe always covet more. (Rt). 


4176. Eapecially, said Derid, fe it wrong fer brother or men in partnership to take advantage of each 
ether, but how few are ihe men who are tighteous! He had in mind his own devotlons and jusice Bat le 
aed behold) the men disappeared as eoperrioudy as they bacl come. |) was chen thai Dawid realord het he 
raion hed bers a trial or urmptacion —a test of he moral or epiriraal fibre! Great thowgh he «an ans hing 
and just though he was as 8 jodge, the moment that he thought of these things in seff-pride, tie morris eanibed, 
In himeel? ive was ae ovher men: ft wan Allah's grace that gave him wisdom ark] justice, and he chowld baer 
been humble in the sight of Allah, a“ 





4176 judged by chilies dinsibetta: Temll tad Gene sin cerongy ht sies 2 gied east hai ge 
by the higherst standard of thowe nearest to Allab (Mugarrebin, S611) the thought of self pride amd aff 
righteousness had to be sashed off from him by hi own act of self realisation and repentance. Thin an freely 
accepeed bry Allah as the next verse shows — 

1704 Some commento ey ther Dawid's feule here wee his hastiness in judging before hearing the 
toe of the other party. When he realised his lapse, he fell down in repeneance. [Eds |, 

' of 

4077) Cf 2-30. amd no 47. Dives kingty power, ane che gifts of wisclam, pumice, peabody and af 
errr bette on kim of a true Thee greet pile eere met to be 6 mutter of sell-glare 


Sirah 38: Sad — 1167 iis. Casa 


Nor follow thou the lusts WON 405° 
(Of thy heart), for they will Sallecy, 


Mislead thee from the Path*'”* fobunsrure st 
Of Allah: for those who a aaueclles 
» Wander astray from the Path P pitttiies Ss 
‘Of Allah, isa Penalty Grievous, Alps. alsa 
__. For that they forget xt ay Reb prtitieiz 2 S57 
__ The Day of Account. vis epipolar alice 4) 


C. 201. — For just ends was the world created, 
(38:27-64.) Solomon, in the midst of his worldly power 
And glory, never forgot Allah, nor Job 
In the midst of afflictions; nor other men 
Of Power and Vision, whose patience and constancy 
Brought them nearer to Allah’ So should 
: All the righteous strive to. win 
u The final Bliss, for truly grievous 
Are the woes of Evil in the final Account. 


fr 
' 


SECTION 3. 











PNGABIGE GL; 
¥ 9-2 ~ Zehr ae, is gene 
yb olobals sek 


27. Not without purpose did We*'”® 
reate heaven and earth 
And all between! That 
__ Were the thought of Unbelievers! 
~ But woe to the Unbelievers 
Because of the Fire (of Hell)! 


28. Shall We treat those 

~- Who believe and work deeds*"° 
Of righteousness, the same 

As those who do mischief 

.. On earth? Shall We treat 


Deeside 
Je Nig sai 





4178. As stated in 4171 above. this vision and its moral are nowhere to be found in the Bible. Those who 
think they see a resemblance to the Parable of the prophet Nathan (2 Samuel, 12:1-17) have nothing to go 
upon but the mention of the “one ewe” here and the “one little ewe-lamb” in Nathan's Parable. The whole 
tory is here different, and the whole atmosphere is different. The Biblical title given to David, “2 man after 
God's own heart” is refuted by the Bible itself in the scandalous tale of heinous crimes attributed to David 
in chapters 1) and 12 of 2 Samuel, vez, adultery, fraudulent dealing with one of his own servants, and the 
tontriving of his murder. Further, in chapter 13, we have the story of rapes, incest. and fratricide in David's 
own household! The fact is that passages like these are mere chroniques scandaleuses, t.¢,, narratives of scandalous 
crimes of the grossest character. The Muslim idea of David is that of a man just and upright, endowed with 
all the virtues, in whom even the least thought of self-elation has to be washed off by repentance and forgiveness. 
(Ry. sd / : 
hewn: 
\ 4179. Cf 3:19). Unbelief is the subjective negation of a belief in Order, Beauty, Purpose, and Eternal 
Life. Unbelief is to Faith as Chaos is to Cosmos, as the Fire of Misery is to the Garden of Bliss. 
eri \ix 

4180. The reference to the Hereafter at the end of verse 26 above is of a piece with the whole tenor of 
this Sirah, which deals with the superiority of the spiritual kingdom and the Hereafter. If there were no Hereafter, 
how could you reconcile the inequalities of this world? Would not the Unbelievers be right im acting as if all 
Creation and all life were futile? But there is a Hereafter and Allah will not treat the Good and Evil alike. 
He is just and will fully restore the balance disturbed in this life. 


Surah 38: Sad 1168 eae Sees a 


Those who guard against evil, 
The same as those who 
Turn aside from the right? 

















eal bac 


29. (Here is) a Book which 
We have sent down 
Unto thee, full of blessings,*'*" 
That they may meditate 
On its Signs, and that 
Men of understanding may 
Receive admonition. 


bs Ve rd ee 
SEY O 
cA BASH 


30. Co David We gave 
Solomon (for a son)—" 
How excellent in Our service! 
Ever did he turn (to Us)! 


51. Behold, there were brought" 


Before him, at eventide, | 
Coursers of The highest breeding,” Ait 4 eat 
And swift of foot: ee | 


52. And he said, “Truly 
Do T love the love! 
Of Good, with a view 
To the glory of my Lord’— 





4181. Revelation is.mot aomere chance or hapharard thing. It is a real blessing — among the greatese chat 
Allah has bestowed on man. By meditation on it in an earnest spirit man may learn of himeelf, and his relation 
io nacre around him and cw Allah the Auchor of all. Men ofunderaanding may, by its help, resolve all genuite 
doubts that there may be in their minds, and learn the true lessons of spiritual Ife. 


4182. ‘The greatest inf this lite have yet need of this spiricual. blessing: without it all worldly good is fork 
Referring back to the moryof David, we are mow inerodaced wo Solomon, who was a great king but greater 
etill because be served Allah and turned to Him. The Quran, unlike the Ole Testament. represents Solomon 
asa Tighteous king) not! as ancbdolatar, doing “evil in the sight of the Lord” (1) Rings, 1:6), 


4183. The passages about David and Solomon-have been variously interpreted by the Commenaion, The 
versions which | have suggested have good authority behind them, though Mhave followed my own judgemmt 
fin EEUMiag inv ches dleeallls. 


4184, Safmdit: literally,horses thatestand. wheat case, on-three lege firmly planted, with the hoobel 
the fourth leg resting lightly om che ground. This would imply breeding ance steady temper, to match with 
the quality af ewiftnes mentioned in the next clause, 


4185. ‘The story is notfound in che Old Teeamenc. | interpret it to moran thac, like his farher David, 
Solomon War also most meticulous in not allowing the lease motive of self to be timed wp with bis speritual 
virtues. He was fond of bores: he had great armies and wealth; buc he used chem all in Allabyerice Of 
27:18, nh, S259; 27:40, no BEG, ete. His beatles were notfought fortum of blood, but as Jihad in the cou 
of righteousness. His Jove of horses was not like that of a mere cace-goer or of a warrior: there was a sponiual 
element in it. He loved by a kind of Jove. which waa spiricual —the lowe of the highest Ceood. 

Somocommencaiors interpret this verse saying that Solomon, peace beoupon him, was so engrossed in 
the inspection of his-fine horses that he completely forgot to say his ‘Asr prayer before the sunset: [io abe bgt 
of this interpretation the verse may be cranalated: ‘And he said. Truly did® 1 prefer the good. things (of thh 
world) to the remembrance of my Lord”. (RE). 





Sirah $8: Sad 1169 ie Sauls 


U til hid eA ee 
eS fae HS 2) S~ 


> ast . 

$3. “Bring them back to me.” | oo As 
Then began he to pass*'"’ Ur lase 

His hand over (their) legs ar hfe wis titres - 

And their necks Riera irra (ome Saks 

34. d We did try“ esata Kad C5555 dep 

_ Solomon: We placed 

4 On his throne a body*"*” va 4 sz = tet fa 
(Without life): but he did turn Y ole Shoe: 
(To Us in true devotion): 

35. He said: “O my Lord! tern 

'. Forgive me,*'*° ee grant me*!! saz lS ls 2 
A Kingdom which, Meets . ee Aj ‘Tae 
(It may be), suits not 

_ Another after me: " 

_ For Thou art the Grantor*'** 559 Jf) 


Of Bounties (without measure).” 





4186. His review of his fine horses was interrupted by his evening devotion, but he resumed it after his 
devotions. 


4187. ete tetris Need como avant, deemdaee toed encien scpcinetions, “we Ag 
yficaeate pein Area —not as vanities but as a “lover of Good", 


4188, What was the trial of Solomon? All the power, wealth, and glory, which were given to him were 
a spiritual trial to him, They might have turned another man’s head, bur he was staunch and true, and while 
he enjoyed and used all the power he had —over spirits, men, and the forces of nature, (see below). he kept 
his mind steady to the service of Allah Cf 8:28, where “your possessions and your progeny” are declared to 
be “but.a trial”. 


4189, The body (utthout isfe) on Aus throne has been variously interpreted. The interpretation that appeals 
to me most is that his earthly power, great as it was, was like a body without a soul, uriless it was Vivified 
by Allah's spirit. But Solomon did turn to Allah in true devotion, and his real power lay there. He did tis 
best to root out idolatry, and he completed the Temple in Jerusalem for the worship of the One True God. 
Of his conversion of Bilqid the Queen of Sheba, 27:40, n. $276. See also 7/148, where che same word jasad 
ts used in connection with the image of a calf which the Israelites had set up for worship in the absence of 
Same Leen Saag Wotan werkely Power en cihey eney worship en idol, prrtbnset Mel. yon Ngan gay Dowden 
Power. though Solomon withstood such temptation. 

pon anedhermnltarspdbenie-ieadhedet sath es SOC) WADE: ie cations bane. 

pie 

4190. rte bib tib-siehehip ic“ TAEidttled’ abe Unk fe“ AAAS rts has: alittle’ of Self 
init. It may be quite legitimate and even meritorious in ordinary men, but even the thought of it in a Prophet 
ii © be apologised for. See a similar idea in the case of David explained in n. 4176 to 38:24 above. 


4191. He asked for a Power that he would not misuse, though others might not be able to refrain from 
misusing it—such as power over forces of nature or forces of violence (see the next three verses), ~ 
4 


4192. Cf 38:9, above. 


es: 
y! 
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$6. Then We subjected the Wind‘ aa Wl cae’ 
To his power, to flow ein 
Gently to his order, ey fs ms FS 
Whithersoever he willed — SA See Se: 

37. As also the evil ones,*'™* Wan vata 
(Including) every kind P99 eh P nae 1 


Of builder and diver — 


‘ ‘ ‘ 1ers bo S106 “- 27 S237 4 or | 
38. As also others bound GAT Bhs Loic 


“Together in fetters. Ba Arinples 

39. “Such are Our Bounties: | aah 

| ’ 
Whether thou bestow them‘! } bike ie & 
(On others) or withhold them, a ae Cia 
No account will be asked.” eed Nes 

40. And he enjoyed, indeed,*”” aPrre 4% 7 
A Near Approach to Us, we Viealols © 
And a beautiful Place Jo Se 
Of (final) Return, ghiey 

SECTION 4. 
41. Commemorate Our ee 2655165) oe te 5 & 
~ ‘Behold he cried to his Lord: | Zoe op PAZ ee ere 
“The Evil One has afflicted bey cet Hed 
Me with distress*"** and suffering!” 7 





4198. Cf 21:81, and n, 2736. 


» 4194. Cf 21:82; and n. 2738. Cf also $4:12-1$.and notes there: in the latter passage the spirits mentioned 
are called Jinns. The divers were probably those employed in pearl fisheries. 


4108. Cf 14-49, diiap Cilitinssilimialan? hbdind tenlebaihe fetters” is applied to Sinners on the Day 
of Judgement, 


4196. Allah bestowed such abundant powers and bounties on Solomon that they could not be counted 
or measured: and he was free to give away anything he liked or keep anything he liked, In this was great 
temptation for an ordinary man. Solomon as a prophet withstood it and asked to be forgiven for power and 
such « kingdom as others might not be able to use lawfully, His earthly kingdom went to pieces after his death. 
But his name and fame endure. And what is more, he obtained a place among the Nearest Ones to Allah 
See next verse. 


4197, The same words are used of David in 38:25 above, thus symmetrically closing the argument about 
the two greatest kings in Israel. 


4198. For this passage, verses 41.44, C/ 21-83-84. 
4199. The distress was of many kinds, physical, mental, and spiritual, See n, 2759 to 21:85. He suffered 


from loathsome sores; he lost his home, his possessions, and his family; and almost his balance of mind, But 
he did not lose Faith bur turned to Allah (see verse 44 below), and the recuperative process began, 





riris 
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42. (The command was given:) ae 
“Strike with thy foot:*?¢ Aes © 
Here is (water) wherein BCR SET OS So 
To wash, cool and refreshing olny rb jaa 


And (water) to drink.” 


48. And We gave him (back) 7h Bt eed 
His people and doubled : fuses & 
Their number—as a Grace*?®! esos ae 
From Ourselves, and a thing pe areas 
For commemoration, for all Ais 
Who have Understanding. ISG Nes 

44. “And take in thy hand eae ee ae 
A little grass, and strike**®* Rare Sta ees 
Therewith: and break not 3¢ Say; : An 
(Thy oath)” Truly We found Ae Lith? 
Him full of patience and Yee 75, 

constancy, esi 4 

How excellent in Our service!*?® Bivters. 
Ever did he turn (to Us)! wis yale ‘aes 

45. And commemorate Our Servants Sp GAYS Ye! Hi Fae SS, fie) 

braham, Isaac, and Jacob, 

Possessors of Power and Vision. *** 5 ee ss 


46. Verily We did choose them ert EN \ gap 


For a special (purpose) — 
Proclaiming the Message a 
Of the Hereafter. aie SS3 





4200. The recuperative process having begun, he was commanded to strike the earth or a rock with his 
foot, and a fountain or fountains gushed forth —to give him a bath and clean his body, to refresh his spirits, 
and to give him drink and rest. This is a fresh touch, not mentioned in S. 21 or in the Book of Job, but adding 
beautifully to our realisation of the picture. 


4201. Cf. 21-84, and notes 2759-2740. 


4202. In his worst distress Job was patient and constant in faith, but apparently his wife was not. According 
to the book of Job (2;9-10), “Then said his wife unto him, dost chou still retain thine integrity? Curse God, 
and die. But he said unto her, thou speakest as one of the foolish women speaketh. What? Shall we receive 
good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil? In all this did not Job sin with his lips.” He must 
have said in bis haste to the woman that he would beat her: he is asked now to correct her with only a wisp 
of grass, to show that he was gentle and humble as well as patient and constant, 


4205. Cf 38:30 above, where similar words are spoken of Solomon. Patience and constancy are also a 
form of service, if our attitude is due to an actrve faith in Allah, and not mere passivity. So Milton in his 
Sonnet: “They also serve who only stand and wait.” 


4204. In the last Sirah (57:85-115), Abraham and Isaac (and by implication Jacob) were mentioned as 
resisting Evil and winning through. Here they are mentioned as men with spiritual power and vision, Israelite 
patriarchs, Who ‘bore-withess to che"Goupel'of the: Hereafter and were therefore a blessing to their people, 
for they taught the “Truth. 
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47. 


1172 


They were, in Our sight, 
Truly, of the company 
Of the Elect and the Good. 


isi. Asay 
BS rs | lees oF. WO) 


48. d commemorate Isma‘il,**®* AV) (eyyton te, 
isha, and Dbu al Kifl: avis Tate) 33h 6 
Each of them was reer 
Of the company of the Good. lore 


49. 


This is a Message 
(Of admonition): and verily, 


- 


i nee ltl tiie dry ar * 
For the Righteous, * oie s os “1445 


Is a beautiful place 
Of (final) Return — 


50. Gardens of Eternity, 
Whose doors will (ever) 
Be open to them;*?”” 


iS Biot ss 


51. Therein will they 
Recline (at ease): 
Therein can they 
Call (at pleasure) 
For fruit in abundance, ‘**"* 


And (delicious) drink; 


ee ee 


Coke) 2 


£9. Ast heside them will be 


Chaste women restraining*?” Salsas 
Their glances, (companions) cai 


Of equal age.*?'” 





4205. Ismail, the Patriarch of the Arab race, was also mentioned (3$7:101-107) as a pattern of self-sacrifice, 


now he is mentioned in the company of the Good, #¢,, of those who were a blessing to their people. Here 
he is bracketed with Elisha (for whom see n. 906 to 6:86), and Dhu al Kifl (for whom see n. 2745 to 21:85), 
All these three were examples of constancy and patience under suffering. 


4206. Some of the pre-eminent examples of the Elect and the Good having been mentioned, we have 
now a reference to the Righteous as a body (rank and file as well as leaders) and their future in the Hereafter 
as won by victory over Evil. 


4207. The Final bliss will not be a hole-and-corner thing, a pale reflection of some Palace or Retreat, 
where mystery reigns behind closed doors. Its doors will be open, and its inmates will be free to go in and 
out as they will, because their wills will be purified and brought into accord with the Universal Law, — 


4208. See n. 4003 to $6:57, The free Gardens are types of satisfaction in external sutroundings: the 
comfortable reclining thrones, the fruit and the drink are types of the soul's individual satisfaction; and the 
society of pure-minded companions, of equal ages, in the type of a soul’s social satisfaction. 


4209, of 37:48 and n. 4064, and $6.56, n. 4002. As we conceive happiness in this life, it is not complee 
if it is only solitary. How we hanker after some one who can share in our highest joy! That feeling is ale 
figured here. 


4210, To make the metaphor of social happiness complete, we want companionship of equal age Age 
and youth cannot be happy together. It is not suggested that in the Timeless state figured here, there will 
be old age; but if it is possible to conceive of temperamental differences then, the company will be so arranged 
that it will be congenial. Or we can accept the type of youth and freshness as common to all in that happy stare 


Sirah 38: Sad 


Such is the Promise 
Made to you 
For the Day of Account! 


53. 


. Truly such will be 
Our Bounty (to you); 
It will never fail— 


| 55, Wea, such! But— 

For the wrongdoers 

| Will be an evil place**" 
Of (final) Return! 


. Hell!—they will burn 
Therein—an evil bed 
(Indeed to lie on)!—*"* 


Yea, such! —Then 

Shall they taste it— 

A boiling fluid, and a fluid**” 
| Dark, murky, intensely cold! — 


| 57. 


And other Penalties 
Of a similar kind, 
To match them! 


| 58. 


59. Here is a troop 
Rushing headlong with you!*?"* 
No welcome for them! 
Truly, they shall burn 
In the Fire! 


. (The followers shall cry 
To the misleaders:) 
“Nay, ye (too)! No welcome 
For you! It is ye who 
Have brought this upon us!**"® 


1173 bait ta 
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* 4211. This is in parallel contrast to the state of the Blessed in 38:49 above. 


4212. Cf 14:29, This continues the parallel contrast to the state of the Blessed already described. 


4213. Cf 10:4; and n. 1590. The conjunction of the boiling fluid with the dark, murky, intensely cold 
fluid heightens the effect of the Penalty. In place of harmony, there is the discord of extreme opposites. And 
the discord is not confined to this It runs through the whole idea of Hell. See the next verse. 


4214. The wonder is that so many 


should embrace Evil, and in so much hurry and eagerness! 


people 
Here they may be welcomed by the leaders of Evil, but in the final state it will be the opposite of welcome. 


They will be followed with reproaches and curses. 


4215, It is the nature of Evil to shift the blame to others. The followers will reproach the leaders, but 
hone can escape personal responsibility for his own acts and deeds! 
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61. 


62. 


63. 


65. 


Now evil is (this) place 
To stay in!” 


They will say: “Our Lord! 


Whoever brought this upon us— 


Add to him a double*** 
Penalty in the Fire!” 


And they will say: 

“What has happened to us 
That we see not men 
Whom we used to number 
Among the bad ones?’'**"” 


“Did we treat them 
(As such) in ridicule, 
Or have (our) eyes 


Failed to perceive them?” 


The mutual recriminations 
Of the People of the Fire! 


1174 


’ Truly that is just and fitting—‘*** 


BO Si 


WENGIGe 


we 


oer O74 S4aee 


Vo Pail 


a See 
b Pee le! 
— - 
P4g her «+ 7 


C, 202.— The Gospel of Unity is the true cure 

(38:65-88.) For Evil: for it gives the good news 
Of Allah's Power Supreme, and His Mercy 
And Forgiveness again and again. It warns 
Us to avoid Evil, for Evil arose 
From selfish Pride and Rebellion. No power 
Has it over Allah's servants, sincere 
And true: while Revelation comes 
As a gift free to all Allah's Creation. 


SECTION 5. 


Say: “Truly am | 
A Warner: no god 
Is there but the One 





4216. Cf. 7:38, and n, 1019, See also 1:20. The evil ones now vent their spite on others. Here they wk 
for a double penalty for their misleaders, but they forget their own personal responsibility. In the next vene 
they express their surprise that others have escaped the torments, which they themselves have earned. _ 


4217, The bad ones: t,e., the ones whom they (evil ones) ridiculed as fools sure to come to an evil end, 
because they refused to join in with the evil ones in their plots. The values are now reversed. The good ons 
are among the Blessed, and are to be seen in the ‘Bed of Misery, The ridicule is now against the evil one 


4218. The mutual recriminations and spite are themselves a part of the Penalty, for such feelings increac 
their unhappiness. 
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66, 


67. 


68. 


God, Supreme and 
Irresistible —**"* 


“The Lord of the heavens 
And the earth, and all 
Between— Exalted in Might, 
Able to enforce His Will,*?2° 


Forgiving again and again.’***! 


Say: “That is a Message 
Supreme (above all)— 


“From which ye 


Do turn away!**** 


Bish Baas 


ry go? 


3Ga tii 


< te “<4 ? 4 7 
BP rey er ey 


$c- i\2 arr 


alin ans 


Abi 7d oF 
be Wy sya lb Covd 


~s oS Sor $4 


69. “No knowledge have I 
Of the Chiefs on high, 
When they discuss 
(Matters) among themselves. *?** 


aie 
Sess) SAIS 


70. “Only this has. been revealed ieactit SAy, 
To me: that I am ls WA po} Q 
To give warning S dy vt 
Plainly and publicly."*** Ret pbb 


E5565, 


71, Behold, thy Lord said‘? 





4219. Cf 12:39, where Joseph preaches to the men in prison. The one supreme Message of importance 
to mankind was (and is) the Unity of Allah: that He is the Creator and Sustainer of all: that His Will is supreme: 
that He can carry out His Will without question, and no powers of Evil can defeat it; and that He forgives 
by His grace again and again. This Message the Holy Prophet came to deliver, and he delivered it. 


4220. In n. 2818 to 22:40, I have explained the full import of ‘Aziz as a title applied to Allah, and I 
have expressed two of the leading ideas involved, in the two lines here, The argument in this Sirah turns 
upon the contrast between earthly Power and the Divine Power: the one is impotent and the other is supreme. 


4221. Ghaffar is the emphatic intensive form, and I have accordingly translated it as ‘Forgiving again 
and again", Cf, 20:82. 


4222. The Message which is.of supreme import to mankind — from that they turn away. Instead of profiting 
by it, they turn away to side issues, or unprofitable speculation: such as: what is the origin of Evil; when will 
Judgement come? etc. 


4228. The hierarchy in Heaven, under Allah's command, discuss questions of high importin the Universe. 
Those are not necessarily revealed to men, except insofar as it is good for men to know, as in verses 71-85 
below. But the chief thing for man is to know that Allah is Most Merciful, that He forgives again and again, 
and that Evil has no power over those who trust in Allah. 


4224. Two things are implied in Mubm: (1) that the warning should be clear and perspicuous; there should 
be no mincing of matters, no ambiguity, no compromise with evil, 7:184; (2) that the warning should be delivered 
publicly, before all people, in spite of opposition and persecution, 26:115. Both these ideas | have tried to 
express in this passage. 

4225. ‘Two passages may be compared with this: viz: (1) 2:30-39, where merely the first stages of the 
Rebellion against Allah and its consequences to mankind are mentioned, and (2) 15:29-40, where the further 
intrusion of evil in man’s life here below is referred to, and an assurance is given that Evil will have no power 
except over those who yield to it. The latter is the passage most relevant here, as we are now dealing with 
the power of Revelation to defeat the machinations of Evil. 
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- To the angels: “I am Nis PGR Wo Aq 

About to create man less BE Cia 
From clay:**?6 

72. “When I have fashioned him oR 
en 

(In due proportion) and wets © 

breathed Le 94e7 

Into him of My spirit,*?#” SF ae Acouy 

Fall ye down in obeisance ae aa 

Unto him.” : Cer andl yas 


. themselves, 
All of them together: 


74. Not so Iblis: he o . CR bee of “nf 
Was haughty, and became*#** oaSSy beac oll] @) 


One of those who reject Faith. 


73. So the angels prostrated 2 eh oIt ts BF noe loes 
pea sae = SU) 


75. (Allah) said: “O Iblis! ayearye 8 ie Ae 
_ What prevents thee from Bacal able Jl © 
Prostrating thyself to one 2 Phos eT 
Whom I have created Lee 
With My hands?*??* 7ee3 
Art thou haughty? FFIEC) 
, Or art thou one**° oe 
Of the high (and mighty) Nilys 
ones?” 
76. (Iblis) said: “I am’ better Toe 
Than he:, Thou createdst regs ents 0) 
Me from fire, and him 4 )2 oe 
Thou createdst from clay.” nhosiadle -3 hoagie 
77. (Allah) said: “Then get thee ro ce os? 
Out from here: for thou pesenties eae 


Art rejected, accursed. 





4226. This shows that the material world round us was created by Allah before Allah fashioned man 
and breathed of His soul into him. Geology also shows that man came on the scene at a very me 
the history of this planet. | 


ag 


4227. See n. 1968 to 15:29, where the spiritual significance of this is explained. 


“a 
tug 
4229. Man, as typified by Adam, is in himself nothing but frail clay. But as fashioned by Allah's creative 
OE tn ta iti pCR NONE HR his dignity is raised above that of the highest creatures, 
a 

4230. If, then, Satan refuses, it is a rebellion against Allah, It arises from atrogance or haughtiness, an 
exaggerated idea of Self. Or, it.is‘asked; are you really sufficiently high in rank to dispute with the Almighty? 
Of course he was not. A 


4228. Arrogance (self-love) is thus the root of Evil and of Unfaith. 
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78. “And My Curse shall be { (et5 ARF 
On thee till the Day*?®! ws S NG JAS); Gp 
Of Judgement.” 

79. (Iblis) said: “O my Lord! oh heat oi Sue 
Give me then respite**** ales Jb &» 
Till the Day veer 

The (dead) are raised.” Oe eS) 
80. (Allah) said: “Respite then co \Atery Face 

Is granted thee — ro, xa) | aoa 
81. “Till the Day Sorte sete a 4 

Of the Time Appointed."*#** Ns 53) oO) 
82. (Iblis) said: “Then, Ee ANE 

By Thy Power,**** I will Cee ae Yo Sas Jb Lath 


Put them all in the wrong—‘*?"5 


83. “Except Thy Servants Spaces 242, ed) & 


Amongst them, sincere 
And purified (by Thy grace).” 


84. (Allah) said: “Then tae 4c 
It is just and fitting—*** grb St as) 
And I say what is ASG c- 
Just and fitting — Se ate) 

85. “That I will certainly fill***’ ¢--% Su S] 
Hell with thee Ben Qe STAY i) 
And those who follow thee— 4 “sfesr 72.57 
Every one.” ere bee Aas ass 





4231, See n. 1972 to 15:55, where it is explained why the respite is to the Day of Judgement. The whole 
of that passage in S, 15 forms a good commentary on this. 


4242. For the significance of the respite see n. 1973 to 15:36. 


4233. Ic is not an indefinite respite. It is for a period definitely limited, while this our Probation lasts 
in this world. It is part of the test as to how we use our limited free will. After chat, our whole existence will 
be on a different plane. The good will have been sorted out, the chain of consequences of the present world 
will be broken, and “a new Creation’ will have taken the place of the present World. 


4234. This phrase, this oath of Satan, is a fresh point introduced in this passage, because here we are 
dealing with Power—the Power of Good contrasted with Evil—the spiritual Power of Allah as contrasted with 
the power that we see in our earthly affairs. Satan acknowledges that even his power, such as it is , has no 
reality except insofar as it is permitted to operate by Allah in Allah's wise and universal Plan, and that it 
cannot harm the true and sincere worshippers of Allah. 


4235. See n. 1974 to 15:39. 


oa 


4236. Cf. n. 1990 to 15:64. 


4237. Of 7:18; 7:379, and 11:119n. 1623. The punishment of defiance, and rebellion is inevitable and 
just, and the followers who chose to identify themselves with the disobedience must suffer as well as the leaders. 
Cf. 10:38 
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o reward do I ask**** ak RPT os GA 
S Peet tes AYER IG 


Nor am I a pretender.**** Sui TG; 
87. “This is no less than tigen aA@ 
A Message to (alls es xy 
_ The Worlds. 
88. “And shall certainly pied ee 
khow dhe truth of it (all) Se SIS 
After a while.” 


* 


, a 2 ; 
4238. Cf 25:57; 26.109; and many other passages. The prophet of Allah neither seeks nor expects any 
reward from men. On the contrary he suffers much at their hands. He is unselfish and offers his services under 
Allah's inspiration. He is satisfied with the hope “that each one who will may take a straight Path to his Lord” 
That is his reward. And the reward he hopes for from Allah is similarly unselfish. He earnestly hopes to win 
His Good Pleasure —or, to use another metaphor, “to see His Face.” 
4239. Mutahallif: a man who pretends to things that are not true. or declares as facts things that do 
not exist, one who takes upon himself tasks to which he is not equal. True prophets are not people of that kind 
: ~ 


4240. So far from there being any false or selfish motive in the Message proclaimed in Revelation, it 
is a healing mercy to all mankind. More, it is in accord with all parts of Allah's Creation, and makes as kin 
with all Creation, the handiwork of the One True God. 


4241. There may be many things which we in our “muddy vesture of decay” may not fully undentand 
or take in. If we only follow the right Path, we shall arrive at the Goal in the Hereafter, and then everything 
will be clear to us. G 
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- INTRODUCION TO SURAH 89—AL ZUMAR 


This is the last of the series of six Sdrahs beginning with S. $4, which deal with the mysteries 
of the spiritual world, as leading up to the Ma‘@d, or the Hereafter. See Introduction to S, 34. 


its subject matier is how Creation in its great variety is yet sorted out in Groups or Classes, 
all governed by one Plan, and created and sustained by One God, pitas or ghe gn 
Pai, at, che ast Day. The word zumar occurs in verses 71 and 73. 


4 It belongs to the later Makkan period. 


Summary —The variety in Creation yet points to the unity of Plan; there is only One God: 
to Him is due all worship and from Him flow all Justice and Grace (39:1-21, and C. 203). 


| There is/unity in Revelation, and guidance comes from Allah alone: turn to Him only, 
for all clse is false ($9:22-52, and C. 204). God's Mercy is all-embracing: despair not: seek it before 
Bp wavlace: for Judgement eh pee ee open Se See ee rp eweanen 


Cir200cswtbsuAllah te due sincebe dewition dnd se Hin 
ees) Alone: there is none like unto Him. ' 
OF » All nature obeys His laws, and our own 
Growth and life proclaim Him Lord 
all hel And Cherisher. How can we blaspheme? 
We must serve Him, the One, the True, 
With sincere devotion, and follow His Law esd 
In its highest meaning: or else the loss ‘ 
Is our own. All nature proclaims ges 
~ md Aloud His Grace and Loving-kindness. ‘ 
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Strah 39. 
Al Zumar (Crowds) TAA §=esyl 
In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, SAS, <f ‘ 
| Most Merciful. a, 
1. @he revelation wr bom 9 ACRE 
Of this Book ~ es" 
Is from Allah, **** ‘7. - ste 
The Exalted in Power, rSSialale 
Full of Wisdom. ‘ 
2. Verily it is We Who have Liat {Ziel Ane 
.. Revealed. the Book to thee). . Sa) pine 
In Truth: so serve Allah, Pani Seterte 
Offering Him sincere devotion. arse wel oll 
8. Is it not to Allah*** me ITA vi 
That sincere devotion | AWowlay 9) 
Is due? But those who Atte? . 73-4 
Take for protectors others . S5leas 93 La - 4 
Than Allah (say): “We only 4574014 \174 + as 
Serve them in order that sail SiGsay {ad 
They may bring us nearer*** Jibei e ae 
To Allah.” Truly Allah seal 
f 
Will judge between them Sacer. oa 
In that wherein they differ.**** aoe 
But Allah guides not o_o ‘ ‘ shes 
Such as are false vasa OLS spvaly 
And ungrateful. 
ad Allah wished Cem AK 3 ‘O) 


bd take to Himself 





4242. In connection with Revelation two qualities of Allah are mentioned: (1) that He is All-Powerlul 
and can carry out His Will in spite of all opposition; and (2) that He is full of knowledge and wisdom The 
first answers those who question how Allah can send Revelation to man; the second explains that true wisdes 
consists in carrying out Allah's Will as revealed to us. 


4245. In many Signs in Creation as described below, there yet is a clear indication of the unity of Plan, 
pointing to the Unity of the Creator. Worship of service is due to none but Him. And He wants exclusive and 
sincere devotion. 


4244. Worshippers of Idols or of deities other than Allah, ¢ g., saints or perhaps Wealth and Power, Science 


or Selfish Desire, may pretend that these are symbols that may get them nearer to their self-developmem, 
nearer to the goal of their life, nearer to Allah, but they are altogether on the wrong track, 


4245. This departure of theirs from true worship, this divergence from the right way, produces endlew 
disputations and sects. Allah will judge between them. But if they are determined to go after falsehoods and 
forget the gratitude and service which they owe to Allah, and Allah alone, they are putting themselves os 
a Path where they will get no guidance. They are cutting themselves off from revealed Truth 
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4246. (Cf 2:116). It is blasphemy to say that Allah begot a son. If that were true, He should have had 
a wife (6;101), and His son would have been of the same kind as Himself; whereas Allah is One, with no one 
cle like unto Him (112;4). Begetting is an animal act which goes with sex, How can it be consistent with our 
conception of One who is above all Creatures? If such a blasphemous thought were possible, as that Allah 
wanted some one else to help Him, He could have chosen the best of His creatures instead of lowering Himself 
to an anima! act. But glory to Allah! He is above such things! His Unity is the first thing that we have to 
learn about Him. As He is Omnipotent. He requires no creatures to help Him or bring other creatures to Him. 


4247. Cf. 6:73, and n. 896. 
4248, His Power is equalled by His Mercy, Who can there be like unto Him? 


4249. Cf 4.1, and n. 504. 
_ 4250. See 6:143-144, where four kinds of cattle are mentioned in pairs in connection with certain Arab 
which are there condemned. Here the same four kinds are mentioned as representative of 
cated cattle given by Allah as useful to man. These are sheep, goats, camels, and oxen. In Arab idiom 
¢ horse is not included among “cattle” 


For the wisdom and goodness of Allah in granting man dominion over cattle, see $6:71-73. 
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4251. See 22:5, where che gradual physical growth of man in several successive stages-is mentioned as 
one of the Signs of- Allah's creative Power and cherishing care. 


4252. The three veils of darkness which cover the unborn child are: the caul or membrane, the womb, 
and the hollow im which the womb is enclosed. But we might understand “three” in a cumulative rather than 


a numerical sense, 


4253. It is clear that you owe your very existence and your maintenance, growth, and preservation, to 
Allah; how is it that you are turned away by chance things from Him? (R). 


4254. Allah is independent of all wants, and therefore man’s ingratitude does not affect Allah. ButAllah 
cares for man, and therefore man's gratitude and service earn Allah's Good Pleasure, and man's ingratitude 
and rebellion are displeasing to Allah. 


4255. Cf. 6:164. The account is between you and Allah. No one else can take your burdens or carry 
your sins. Vicarious atonement would be unjust. You have to return to Allah in the Hereafter. You will find 
that He knows all that you did in this life, and its full significance. He will explain to you even better than 
you can understand yourself, because all your secret hidden motives which you sometimes tried to ignore yoursell, 
are fully known to Him. 


4256. Cf. 10:12. Trouble and adversity often bring a man to his bearings. But if he is not firm and constant, 
he forgets the lessons which life is meant to teach him, As soon as he gets a little prosperity, he forgets that 
it is from Allah, and attributes it to something which may only be a secondary cause, ¢.g., his own effors 
or the Powers of Nature, or something which he has invented and made into a god, e.g., idols or fate. Allab 
is the Ultimate Cause of all things. To set up rivals to Him in this way is not only wrong and degrading to 
the false worshipper himself, but misleads countless ignorant people, who may not be able to make allowances 
for the figures of speech or the symbolism by which subtler minds can explain away falschoods. 
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4257, Those who practise and those who teach evil and blasphemy may seem to flourish in this world. 
But their satisfaction will be of very short duration. They are treading all the while the Path that leads to 
the Fire of Perdition. 


4258, Cf $:113-117. It is a great thing when a man gets into the attitude of humble devotion to Allah. 
To him the Hereafter is a real thing, and he prepares for it with good works. He does not build his hopes 
on the vanities of this world, but on Allah's Grace and Mercy. Such a man is “endued with understanding” 
and receives Allah's Message with fervour and alacrity. He is not to be compared with the cynic or the unbeliever, 
who knows nothing of the real value of the inner life. 


4259. Cf 13:19. 


4260. The “fear of Allah" (Taqwa) is explained in n, 26 to 2:2. See also n, 2912 to 25:60. The fear of 
Allah is akin to love, for it means that we are afraid to displease Him. 
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4261. Cf. 29:56. and n, 3489, We must always do right. We cannot plead that the circumstances in which 
we find ourselves forte our hands, If our home conditions do not allow us to act according to the Faith that 
is in us, we must be prepared to suffer ostracism or even exile. 


4262. Cf 6:14. “The first” need not necessarily be chronological: it may also refer to the first rank in 
zeal, and in readiness to suffer for the Cause. 


4263. Cf. 6:15. The worst penalty in a spiritual sense is the Displeasure of Allah, just as the highes 
achievement, the fulfilment of all desire, is the attainment of Allah's Good Pleasure; 6:16. 


4264. This is not a command or permission but a reproach and warning, The address of the Prophet 
of Allah may be paraphrased thus: ‘Whatever happens | will follow the command of Allah. He has revealed 
Himself, and 1 know that He is One, supreme over all creatures: Him alone will I serve. Is there any so ignoram 
as to seek anyone else? Let him do so and see the results. The loss will be his own. For he falls from Grace 
into Evil’ (R). 


4265. The cult of Evil results in the destruction of all that is best and most valuable in us, as well a 
poisons all the affections which link us to our families, and people, in the Final Adjustment, which we call 
the Day of Judgement. ; 
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4266. The consequences of Sin when Judgement comes are aptly figured by Layers upon Layers of Fire, 
which hem in the sinners above and below, It is also suggested that the Layers, though of Fire, have something 


dark in them—the scorching quality of Sin. 


4267, But Allah does not leave mankind without warning. Man has been granted a limited amount of 
free will, and in order to help him: in its right use, all the consequences of his action are clearly explained 
to him. To those who will listen to Reason are. given arguments which can be apprehended by their own 
intelligence; to those who are swayed. by affections and emotions, an appeal is made in the name of the Love 
of Allah; to those who understand nothing but fear, the warning is conveyed by a portrayal of the dreadful 
consequences of wrongdoing. 


4268. There is always the danger that Evil may seize_us even if we approach it out of mere curiosity. 
If we take an interest in it. we may become its worshippers or slaves. The wise man eschews it altogether, and 
so he enrols arnong the Servanw of Allah, and gets the good news of His Mercy and Good Pleasure. 


4269. The Commentators construe this clause in two alternative ways, (1) If “word” be taken as any word, 
the clause would mean that good men listen to all that is said and choose the best of it. (2) If “word” be 
taken to mean Allah's Word, it would mean that they should listen reverently to it, and where permissive and 
alternative courses are allowed for those who are not strong enough to follow the higher course, those “endued 
with understanding” should prefer to attempt the higher course of conduct. For example, it is permitted (within 
limits) to punish those who wrong us, but the nobler course is to repel evil with good (25:96), we should try 
to follow the nobler course. I prefer the latter construction: it accords better with my interpretation of the 
last verse: see n. 4268, 


4270. If a man is already steeped in sin and has rejected Allah's Grace, how can we expect Revelation 
to work in his soul? 
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(39:22-52.) Whose heart is melted by the Message 
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4271. Cf 29:58, and $4:37. The idea of heaven here is that of a Home of sublimity and beauty, with 
a picturesque outlook, such as we would describe in this life by the type of a palace by gently-flowing streams 
The mansions will also suggest generous space and architectural beauty, tiers upon tiers piled one upon another 


4272. Midd: the time, place and manner of the fulfilment of a Promise. Allah's promise will be fulfilled 
in all particulars better than we can possibly imagine. 


4278. The circuit of water, by which the rain falls from the clouds, is absorbed through the earth, and 
flows through rivers or underground streams to the sea, where it again rises as vapour and forms clouds, was 
explained in notes 311-312 to 25:53. Here our attention is drawn to one portion of the process. The rain fructifies 
the soil and the seeds. Produce of various kinds is raised. The harvest ripens and is gathered in. The planu 
wither, dry up, and crumble away. Men and animals are fed, And the circuit starts again in another season 
Here is a Sign of the Grace and Goodness of Allah, clear to those who understand. 


} 
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4274, Those who listen to Allah's Message find at each stage Allah's Grace helping them more and more 
to expand their spiritual understanding and to receive Allah's light, so that they travel farther and farther 
to their Goal in the Path of Truth and Righteousness. They are not to be compared to those who shut out 
Allah's Light from their hearts. See next note. 


4275, Just as there is spiritual progress for those who seek Allah, so there is more and more spiritual 
retrogression for those who close their hearts to Allah. Their hearts get hardened, and they allow less and 
less Allah's Grace to penetrate within. But it is obvious that they flounder on the Way, and cannot walk with 
the firm steps of those of assured Faith. 


_ 4276, Is Mutashabth here to be understood in the same sense as in 3:7? See n. 347. The better opinion 
‘is that there is a slightly different shade of meaning here, as suggested by the context. In the earlier passages, 
it was opposed to Mu/kam: here it is contrasted or compared to Math@ni. The root meaning is: ‘having something 
similar; working by analogy or allegory, or parable; having its parts consistent with each other’, The last meaning 
Tadopt here. The Qur'an was revealed in parts at different times And yet its parts all conform to each other. 
There is no contradiction or inconsistency anywhere. (R). 


_ 4277. Mathani: Cf. 15:87, where we have translated “oft-repeated”; “The seven oft-repeated (verses)". See 
‘n. 2008 to that passage. Here the meaning is similar, but the context gives a different colour to it, as is seen 
in the translation. 


4278. The skin is the outer integument of the body. It receives the first shock from the impact of anything 
‘unusual, and it trembles and its hair stands ‘on end under excitement. So in spiritual matters the first stimulation 
from Allah's Message is external. Those who receive Faith do it as it were with tremor and not with apathy. 
‘But the next stage is that it penetrates their outer nature and goes right into their hearts, Their whole nature 
is “softened’’ to receive the beneficent Message, and it transforms them through and through, 
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4279. “Whom He pleases’ and “leaves to stray” are explained fully in n: 2153 co 16:93. See also Mot 
and n. 1875. 


4280. The unrepentant Sinners will receive the full Penalty on the Day of Judgement. They will receive 


it full in the face, 2e., their whole being will be affected by it. Their hands (figuratively) will be tied, and 
they cannot therefore use their hands to ward off the Penalty of the Fire: in any case their hands will not 
have the power to ward it off. Are such helpless people to be compared for a moment with people who have 
received Grace and are therefore guarded from all harm and danger? Certainly not. Td the evil the fruit of 
their deed, and to the good the grace of their Lord! 


4281. That is, of all their misdeeds, all the evil which they did in the world. 


4282, Cf 16:26. They will be punished from quarters or in ways they do not perceive. From their Unbelief 


and Rebellion they think they derive great advantages, but they suddenly find out, when too late, that that 
which they cxulted in was the cause of their undoing, 


4283. Cf 2:14. Sin often brings disgrace and humiliation in this life, but the greater and truer punishment 


is in the Hereafter. But men often do not know the inwardness of this matter. If they flourish here for a time, 
they think they will escape the real consequences in the Hereafter. Or if they suffer little harm here, they 
think that will make up the Penalty, and they will escape the Hereafter. Both ideas are wrong. 
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4284. Men can only understand high spiritual truths by parables and similitudes and these are given 
abundantly in the Qur'an. The object is, not merely to tell stories, but to teach lessons of spiritual wisdom. 
$285, Previous revelations had been in other languages. Now the revelation was given in Arabia in Arabic 


itself, the language of the country which all could understand. And it is a beautiful language. straight and 
flexible, and fit to be the vehicle of sublime truths. Cf C. 12. 


4286. See 18:1 and n. 2326. Cf also 7:45, n. 1024; and 19:36, n. 2488. 


4287. The difference between the creed of Polytheism and the Gospel of Unity is explained by the analogy 
of two men, One belongs to many masters; the masters disagree among themselves, and the poor man of many 
masters has to suffer from the quarrel of his many masters: it is an impossible and unnatural position, The 
other serves only one master, his master is good, and does all he can for his servant; the servant can concentrate 
his attention on his service; he is happy himself and his service is efficiently performed. Can there be any 
doubt as to (1) which of them is the happier, and (2) which of them is in a more natural position? No man 
can serve two, still less, numerous masters, 

4288. Allah is praised that He has put us, not under gods many and lords many. but has, out of His 
infinite Mercy, allowed us direct approach to Him, the One, the True, the Eternal. 

4289. Even the prophets are not exempt from bodily death, much less the righteous, but they live in 
their beneficent work and the memories. they leave behind them. All men have to die, good and alike. Bur 
there is a life after death, and in that life all the unexplained things about which people dogo Jos next 
will be made clear in the presence of Allah. 


4290. See last note. 
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4291. When the creature deliberately adopts and utters falsehoods against his own Creator, in spite of 
the Truth being brought, as it were, to his very door by Allah's Signs, what offence can we imagine more heinow 
than this? In Christian theology this is the blasphemy “against the Holy Ghost’ spoken of in Matt. xii. 51-52 
“whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man”, (Christ), “it shall be forgiven him; but whosoever speaketh 
against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world to come” 


4292. Cf 3:15]; 16:29 [Eds.}. 


4295. This is true of the Prophet, and all men of God and all righteous persons. Anyone who preaches 
the Truth and brings home Allah's Signs to men is performing the duty of a right and noble life. In this he 
confirms the teaching of all previous men of God. Anyone who supports and confirms such a teacher is alo 
doing his duty and on the right way. (R). 


4294. Ac that stage their wills will have been purified, and they could wish for nothing that they could 
not or should not have. And it will be as “in the presence of their Lord”, If an earthly king gives a decoration, 
how much greater is the honour when the investiture takes place by the king himself personally? 


4295. The conjunction (Zam in Arabic, translated “so that”) indicates here the results, not the purpose 
Allah's Reward isso bounteous, that if we truly and sincerely put our will into His keeping, He will remow 
the consequences not only of our minor faults but of the worst of our sins, and judge us according to the 
very best of our deeds. 
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4296, The righteous man will find Allah enough for all the protection he needs, all the rest and peace 
he craves for, and all the happiness he can imagine. If the evil ones wish to frightea him with false gods, he 
knows that that is mere superstition. In the case of idols to whom worship is paid, this is easily intelligble. 
But there are other false gods which men worship — wealth, power, science, selfish desire, and so on. The idea 
may occur to them: “this is the right course, but what will men say?” or “shall I lose my case if I tell the 
truth?" or “will it ruin my chances if 1 denounce sin in high places?” All such false gods will only mislead 
and leave their victims in the lurch. The worship of them will lose them the Grace of Allah, which wants 
to guide and comfort all who seek Allah. 


4297. On the other hand if anyone holds fast to Allah's Truth, nothing can mislead or betray him. 


4298, Allah’s Power can protect, and will defeat all plots against His Will, as well as punish Evil when 
it gets beyond bounds, 


4299. Cf 29:61; also n, 2927 to 23:85. Most worshippers of false gods are neither atheists nor sceptics. 
They admit the existence of Allah as an abstract proposition, but it has not come into their hearts and souls 
it has not been translated into their lives. They run after false worship on account of ancestral custom or on 
account of their thoughtlessness or false environment, or on account of their own selfish desires or limited 
outlook. To them is addressed the argument: ‘Ultimately your false gods can do nothing for you: why not 
turn to the One True God, on Whom you depend, and Who can give you Grace and Mercy, Justice and 
Panishment?’ 


4300. Cf 33:17. 
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4901. Cf 12:67, and 14:12. Allah alone is He Who will and can discharge any trust put in Him. All other 
things will fail, Therefore those who put their trust in anything should put their trust in Allah, 


4302. Of 11:12) and n. 1624-4 


4308. ©£ 1193. The two clauses, about those who suffer a Penalty of ignominy and those on whom descends 
a lasting Penalty, apparently refer to the same person in two different aspects: (1) they suffer shame, and (2) 
their punishment endures. 


4304. Revelation is sent by Allah through His messenger, but it is for all. Tt is given in order that men 
and women may be taught Righteousness. It is given in Truth: there is no pretence about it. It is for their 
own good. If they reject it and follow Evil, the loss is their own. 


4305. Allah's messengers do all they can to teach mankind. But they cannot force men’s wills. If men 
reject their teaching, the account of the rejecters is with Allah, Cf 6:107, and n. 935. 


4306. The mystery of life and death, sleep and dreams, is a fascinating enigma, of which the solution 
is perhaps beyond the ken of man. A vast mass of superstition as well as imaginative and psychological literaure 
has grown up about i. But the simplest and truest religious doctrine is laid down here in a few words in 
death we surrender our physical life, but our soul does not dic; it goes back to a plane of existence in whieh 
it is more conscious of the realities of the spiritual world: “Allah takes the soul”. 
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4307. Gf, 6:60. What is sleep? As far as animal life is concerned, it is the cessation of the Working of 
the nervous system, though other animal functions, such as digestion, growth, and the circulation of the blood, 
continue, possibly at a different pace. It is the repose of the nervous system, and in this respectitis common 
to man and animals, and: perhaps even to plants, if, as is probable, plants have a nervous system. The mental 
processes (and certainly volition) are also suspended in sleep, except that in ordinary dreams there is a medley 
of recollections, which often present vividly to our consciousnéss things that do not or cannot happen in nature 
as We know itin our coordinated minds. But there is another kind of dream which is rarer-one in which 
the dreamer sees things as they actually happén, backwards or forwards in ime, orin which gifted individuals 
ste spiritual truths otherwise imperceptible to them. How can we explain this? It is suggested that our soul 
of personality-that something which is above our animal life~is then in a phine of spiritual existence akin 
to physical death (see last note), when we are nearer to Allah. In poetic imagery, Sleep is “twin-brother to Death”. 
4308, Sleep being twin-brother to Death, our souls are for the time being released from the bondage 

of the flesh, Allah takes them for the time being. If, as some do, we aft to die peacefully in sleep, our soul 
does not come back to the physical body, and the latter decays and dies, If we still have some period of life 
to fulfil according to Allah's decree, our soul comes back to the body, and we resume our functions in this life 


4309. Ifwe contemplate these things, we can see more clearly many spiritual truths; ¢g (1) that our 
bodily life and death are not the whole story of our existence; (2) that in our bodily life we may be dead 
t the spiritual world, and in our bodily death, may be our awakening to the spiritual world; (3) that our 
hightly Sleep, besides performing the function of rest to our physical life, gives us a foretaste of what we call 
death, which does not end our personality; and (4) that the Resurrection is not more wonderful than our 
daily rising from Sleep, “twin-brother to Death”. 


4310, Let alone worship, men should not rely upon any power or person other than Allah to help them 
out or intercede for them. When it js idols, they are poor lifeless things which have obviously neither power 
hor intelligence. But even prophets or saints or heroes have no power to intercede except as Allah wills and 
permits. See next note. 


i 4311. For Shafaah (Intercession, Advocacy) see 2255; 10:3; 20-109, n. 2634: and 21:28, n. 2688. It follows 


that no one can intercede with Allah, except (1) by Allah's permission, and (2) for those who have prepared 
themselves by penitence for Allah's acceptance. Even in earthly Courts, Advocacy is not permitied to anyone; 


the Advocate must be granted the position of Advocate before he can plead before the judge. Nor can it be 


supposed that a plea for forgiveness or mercy can be put forward except on grounds recognised by equity 
and justice. 
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4312. Atall times, including our present life, all dominion belongs to Allah. At the End of the present 
plane of existence, we shall be placed before Allah for Judgement Cf 10-4. 


4313. To evil ones, the mention of the exclusive service of Good is hateful: they only rejoice when other 
motives are added, ¢,g., personal indulgence, ancestral custom, and numerous things in life which compete 
with Allah's Law in this world (Cf 40:12). 


4314. The mysteries of life and death, of worship and spiritual growth, are matters of high moment, which 
it may be difficult for us to apprehend in this present life. It is no use arguing about them and plunging 
in endless controversies. The proper attitude is to appeal to Allah humbly to accept our purified heart and 
Faith, in the firm hope that everything which is now vague to us will be cleared up in the Hereafter, and 
to pray to Him for His guidance and mercy. 

_ 4315, Cf 13:18. Those who reject Allah's Message must realise that the time will come when they will 
wish they had sacrificed everything in the cause of Truth and Righteousness. It will be too late then. Why 
not examine the matter seriously now and accept Allah's Grace and Light? 

4316. This something will be beyond anything they can conceive of in this life. Just as the righteous wil 


then attain a bliss which no human imagination can conceive of now, so the unrighteous will be in a misen 
of which they can form no conception now. See next note 
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4317. How humiliating ¢t will be for them to realise that the things they used to mock at are realities 
all around them, and the things they wefr so cager to pursue are mere falsehoods or vanities! 


4318. Of 30-38 and n, 3545, 
4319. Of 39:8 above. 


“4320, Gf 28:78, and n- 3408- Prosperity may be a trial as much.as adversity. 


4821. Cf 16:34. 


4822. [tis the same story through the ages, People laugh at Truth, persecute Truth, and try to destroy 
Truth. But Allah's Plan ts never to be frustrated. [1 will be carried ont, and only the enemies of Truth will 
accomplish their own undoing. So it happened in Arabia: so will it happen always and everywhere. 


4523, Cf 28:82. Allah's gifts are given to all men—to some in a greater degree than to others. But it 
is all done according to His wise Plan, for Mis Will is just and looks to the good of all creanires, No one should 
therefore be puffed up in prosperity or cast down in adversity. Prosperity does not necessarily mean merit 
on man’s part. nor adversity the reverse. Thinking men bear in mind the large Plan—which is visible in all 
Allah's Signs 
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4324. Forgives all sins: Le, on sincere repentance and amendment of conduct. 


4325, The exhortation in brief is; ‘Repent and work righteousness, before it becomes too late’. No help 
will came to vou when the Judgement is actually established and vou stand before the Judgement Seat. 


4326, Cf 99:18, and n. 4269. Allah’s Command meets the weakness of His weakest servants, and only 
asks that His servants should surrender their selfish will to Allah's Will, In divine compassion, therefore, we 
are allowed to do just what we can, even though our standard should fall short of the highest standard, and 
Allah's Grace will come to our assistance, But we must do so in this life—and at once, as soon as the Word 
penetrates our mind or understanding. We must not delay a moment, for the Judgement may come at any 
time, suddenly, before we even perceive where we are. 
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4327. Many kinds of sighs and regrets will then assail us. In the first place, we shall see our shortcomings: 
we were negligent when we should have been serious: we mocked when we should have tried (6 learn and 
understand. But it will be too late then to retrieve our position, 


4328. In the second place, we might be inclined w say, ‘I wish | had received warning or guidance”. But 
this would not be true, because the warning and guidance are being conveyed in the clearest manner in Allah's 
Revelation. That is the force of ‘lest it should say’, It could have said so, had it not seen that the objection 
is clearly anticipated in the call to repent and in the warning about the Hereafter. 


4529. In the third place, when we stand face to face with the Penalty of our own deeds, we might say, 
‘Twish I had another chance’. But not one, but many, chances are being given, especially when we are told 
(verse 53 above): ‘Despair not of the Mercy of Allah; for Allah forgives all sins: for He is Oft-Forgiving, Most 
Merciful’, The force of Jest:ivshould say’ here is the same as explained in the last note, 


4330, The reply explains how all such pleas have been anticipated and met. lnwas deliberate rejection 
that will deserye and meet its consequences. It is further explained that the motive of sin, as with Satan, was 
or fie and Self, (R) 


« Cf 234. ica aaa ea RSiam ga paar Se toa minor degree, to every kind 
ree 


4332. As spotless white is the symbol of purity, honour and truth, so black is the symbol of evil, disgrace, 
and falsehood. Perhaps “black” in connection with Hell also refers to the scorching punishment of the Fire. 
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4333. Cf above, 89:32, and n. 4292, where the subtle implication of the interrogative form is explained. 


4334. Mafazile place or state of safety or salvation, place or state of victory or achievement, accomplishment 
of wish or desire, This is contrasted against the frustraon, failure, and perdition of the chikiren of evil-what 
may be called damnation in theological phraseology. 


4335. Allah has not only created all the Worlds, but He maintains them and cares for them, He does 
not sit apart from His world: Everything depends upon Him. 


4336, Allah bas nothing to lose by the rebellion or disobedience of His creatures. It is they who lov. 
because they go counter to their own nature, the beautiful mould in which Allah created them 


4337. Onder me there is great irony here. The Prophet of Allah turns to his critics and says: “You arrogate 
to yourselves the right to order me how to worship! But who are you? You are only ignorant men! My commission 
is from Allah. It is the same as came to Prophets of Allah before me in all ages, viz, (1) that the only Truth 
is in the Gospel of Unity; and (2) that if you worship other things and turn away from Allah, your life will 
be wasted and all your probation will have been of no account, (R). 


4338, The Message of Unity, renewed in Islam, has been the Message of Allah since the world began, 


Sirah 39: Al Zumar 1199 [aNgs | BaaeIBK 
Wert to join (gods) oF) 

With Allah), truly fruitless ae 
Aan eeely ae ae 

inp DIG SSS 

Lebae @ 


Be in the ranks of those 
PK Keg Sets 


Who lose (all spiritual good)”. 
wierd ff Tyee wp 


ris rile cao 3 


<= o (Aw wer gp rr eye 
‘ 
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4340. To “give thanks” is to show by our conduct that we estecm the gifts of Allah and will use them 
_in His service.” 


4341. Cf 6O1,andn. 909; and 22:74, In running after false Goh a or the powers of nature they have 
forgotten bee al] creatures are as nothing before piri 


4342 ‘See last note. The whole earth will be no more to Allah than a thing that a man might enclose 
in the hollow of his hand, nor will the heavens with their vast expanse be more than a scroll, which a man 
might roll up with his nght hand, the hand of power and action. Cf 21:104, and Bis). (R). 


4343. Sa‘iga implies the idea of a swoon, Gr loss Of all Consciousness of being: it implies a cessation of 

the normal functioning of the usual powers of life or feeling, With the first Trumpet of the Resurrection, 

"the whole world Will cease to be in the form and the relations which we sce now: there will be a new heaven 

and a new éarth, s¢e 14-48, n. 1925; hiiman souls will for the time being be dazed ahd lose all memory or 

consciousness of time or place or personality. With the second one, they will stand in a new world; they will 
see with clearer vision than ever before; and judgement will proceed. (R). 
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4344. It will be a new Earth. All traces of injustice or inequality, darkness or evil, will have gone. There 
will be the one universal Light, the Glory of Allah, which will now illuminate all. Falsehood, pretence, and 
illusion will have disappeared. Everything will be seen in its true light. 


4345. It is in such a scene of Reality that Judgement will be held. Before the Throne of Allah, the book 
of each man's deeds and motives will be placed wide open, which all may see; the Prophets and Preachen 
of Truth and the martyrs who gave their lives or made their real sacrifices in the cause of Truth, will be in 
the Court, to give evidence; and the decision pronounced will be absolutely just, for the Judge will not only 
be just, but He will know every fact and circumstance, and His wisdom will give due weight to everything, 
great or small. (R). 


4346, In an earthly court, a decision may possibly go wrong because the judge is deceived; here no deceit 
or mistake will be possible, for Allah knows all, and knows it better than anyone else can. (R). 


4347, Crowds; this is the word which gives the keynote to the Surah. If the soul does not stand to is 
own convictions or search out the Truth by itself, it will be classed with the crowds that go to Perdition! 


4348. The Keepers may be supposed to be angels, who know nothing of the conditions of evil on this 
earth, and are surprised at such crowds coming to the “Evil Abode” (Cf 40:49). (R). 
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The Decree of Punishment rAeee f(t ces ee 
Has been proved true**** eSNG CON 5s 
Against the Unbelievers!" 


72, (To them) will be said: mo ooce PRES te 
“Enter ye the gates of Hell, Gao ECV ae 
To dwell therein: Se 
And evil is (this) my cept e gee : 
Abode of the arrogant!’’***° 


73. d those who feared Wal Nile 
heir Lord will be led SN 55 & 
To the Garden in crowds:*** 2 = pug 
Until behold, they arrive there; Psy es rele 
Its gates will be opened; LICR ee Arye 
And its Keepers will say: ee Ness Sasi 


“Peace be upon you! qc $a sors. - 
Well have ye donel#3# secs inae Ade, 


Enter ye here, - S fr se 
To dwell therein.” CS MSG EL 
74. They will say: “Praise be**** © Ae nt4Aa- 
To Allah, Who has MGI NG5 
Truly fulfilled His promise iC ypcer Rianne x 
To us, and has given us ANG Nye ke gs 2 SN! 
(This) land in heritage;**** by gone oy. 
We can dwell in the Garden nee 2 k Se Ap led | Cog i 
As we will: how excellent a i 
A reward for those ES | ek aR 
Who work (righteousness)!"’ Pn te ieee 


75, And thou wilt see °- « e142 a Pad Wer 50 
The angels surrounding Imus Sl SN, 0 


The Throne (Divine) Six tine oS eP ae 
On all sides, singing Glory mt Abe zl! 
And Praise to their Lord. 





4849, Cf 10:55, The answer is perhaps given by other angels: ‘yes; messengers were sent to them from 
among themselves, to warn them and proclaim to them Mercy through repentance; but the decree of Allah, 
which warned them of punishment, has now come true against them, for they rebelled and were haughty; 
they rejected Truth, Faith, and Mercy!’ (Cf 67:6-11), 


4350. As elsewhere, the root of Evil is pointed out to be in self-love and arrogance. Cf 2:34, ete. 


4351. The righteous ones will also go in crowds, and not be alone. There is now a true sorting out. Verses 
75-75 are parallel in contrast to verses 71-72 above. 


4852. The angels in heaven are not surprised at the advent of the good and righteous souls, They are 
glad; they greet them with the salutation of Peace; they congratulate them; and they welcome them in. 


4355. This is said by the new arrivals in heaven. As is right, they begin with the Praises of Allah, which 
shows at once their satisfaction and their gratitude. 


4354. In heritage: i.e. as our Portion. Cf 5:180, and n. 485; 6:165, and n. 988. There is no question 
here of their passing on any property to heirs: They are the final possessors of Heaven for eternity, by the 
grace of Allah 
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The Decision between them of Fei ae 
(At Judgement) will be BL Hoot) 
In (perfect) justice, Pale ale 
And the ery (on all sides) Priwee savy 
Will be, “Praise be to Allah,‘ : 5 ae 
The Lord’af the Worlds!" jal 


4555. These are the opening words of che first Silral, and they describe the acmospleecre of che final Blin 
in Heaven, in the: Light of the Countenance of their Lord; The Universal Lor of all! mi | 
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INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 40—GHAFIR or AL MU'MIN 


This Surah is called Ghafir (Forgiver, see verse 3). It is also called “The Believer” (Al Mu'min) 
from the story of the individual Believer among the people of Pharaoh, who declares his faith 
and looks to the Future (verses 28-45). In S. 23, called The Beltevers (Al Mu'miniin), the argument 
was about the collective force of Faith and virtue. Here it is about the Individual’s witness to Faith 
and Virtue, and his triumph in the End. 


We now begin a series of seven Stirahs (40-46) to which are affixed the Abbreviated Letters 
Ha Mim. Chronologically they all belong to the same period, the later Makkan Period, and they 
immediately follow the last Sirah in time. About the Abbreviated Letters generally, see Appendix 
lat the end of S. 2. As to the precise meaning of Ha Mim no authoritative explanation is available. 
If Mim here has a signification similar to Mim in Alif, Lam, Mim (see n. 25 to 2:1), it means 
the End of things, the Last Day, and all these Stirahs direct our special attention to that Ha, 
the emphatic guttural, in contrast with the softer breathing of Alf, may be meant to suggest that 
the Beginning (see n. 25 to 2:1, last paragraph) is only for the End, the Present for the Future, 
and to emphasise the eschatological element in Faith. But this is mere conjecture, and should 
be taken for no more than it is worth, 


The general theme of the whole series is the relation of Faith to Unfaith, Revelation to 
Rejection, Goodness to Evil, Truth to Falsehood. It is shown that the first in each of these pairs 
is the real friend, helper, and protector of man, while the second is his enemy. The very word 
Hamim in that sense is used in Siirahs 40 and 41 (40:18 and 41:34), while in the other Siirahs 
we have words of equivalent import, e.g. wali or nasir (42:8 and 31); garin (43:36, 38); mawla 
(44:41); awlzya’ or ndsrrin (45:19, $4); and awltya' (46:32), Is it permissible to connect the Abbreviated 
Letters Ha Mim with these ideas as expressed in the word Hamim? 


Another suggestion worthy of consideration is that Ha stands for Hayy. and Mim for Qayyum. 
These are two attributes of Allah, meaning, (1) the Living, and (2) the Self-Subsisting, Eternal. 
The one points to Life, and Revelation, and the other to the Hereafter and Eternity; and both 
these matters are specially dealt with in the seven Ha Mim Siirahs. The first letter of Hayy (Ha) 
is appropriate for life, and the last letter of Qayyitim is appropriate for the Last Days, the Ma@d, 
the Hereafter. Again, this is mere conjecture, and should not be taken for more than it is worth. 


Summary — Faith is ever justified, for Allah forgives: but evil deeds must have evil fruits, 
for Allah knows and is just (40:1-20 and C. 206). 


In all history Evil came to evil; the protest of Faith, in the midst of Evil, may be ignored; 
but Faith is protected by Allah, while Evil perishes (40:21-50, and C. 207). 


No doubt is there of the Future Judgement; the Power, Goodness, and Justice of God are 
manifest; will man dispute, or will he accept the Signs before it is too late? (40:51-85, and C. 208). 


C. 206.—Believe in Allah. For He is Perfect 
(40:1-20.) In Knowledge and Power, forgives Sin 
And accepts Repentance, and justly 
Enforces His Law. Those who reject Him 
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Sirah 40. . 

Ghafir (Forgiver) or Al Mu'min asi eller 

S (The Believer) 

inthe name of Allah, Most Gracious, Seen SI “5 
Most Merciful. DIN 2, F 


1. Ha Mim. > Gp 
2. The revelation SS his ‘0: 


Of this Book St =e 
Is from Allah, At. it €¢- 
Exalted in Power, sidivall aly 
Full of Knowledge —*"*” 

$3. Who forgiveth Sin, ap et lth aK 
Accepteth Repentance, *?** ve Waters) og © 
Is Strict in Punishment, yy ne 4 
And hath a Long Reach Swiss es 
(In all things), ys 2 ewe 
There is no god PMA 
But He: to Him 7 
Is the Final Goal. epsiacs 

4. None can dispute A Ged ar Wed Ua 

About the Signs of Allah**** ail cha JA a 
But the Unbelievers, Aosercct MO het 
Let not, then Jy Ms iy Saaly) 
Their strutting about***° re a 
Through the land Bue) Se avr) 
Deceive thee! 53 

5. But (there were people) before eS 5% ete 
them, reso 0) 

The People of Noah, EPA 





4356, See paragraphs 2-4 of the Introduction to this Surah. 


_ 4357. This verse is the same as 39:], except for the last words describing the attribute of Allah. In S. 
59:1, it was “Full of Wisdom”, because stress was laid on the wisdom of Allah's Plan in ordering His World. 
In this Sirah the stress is laid on Allah's Knowledge, before which the shallow knowledge of men is vain (40:85), 


4358. Allah's knowledge is supreme and all-reaching. But there are other attributes of His, which concern 
even more intimately; ¢.g., He forgives sin and accepts our repentance when it is sincere and results in 
oar change of heart and life: but He is also just, and strict in punishment; and so no loophole will be left 
for Evil except in repentance. And further, all His attributes reach forward to everything: His Mercy, as well 
a His Knowledge and Justice; His Bounties as well as His Punishments. 


4559. Allah's knowledge and attributes are perfect, and everything around us proclaims this. We are 
surrounded by His Signs. It is only want of Faith that will make people dispute about them. 


4360. Cf 3:196. Their strutting about shows how little they can read the Signs. 
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And the Confederates*” 
(Of Evil) after them; 

And every People plotted 
Against their prophet, 

To seize him, and disputed 
By means of vanities, **** 


id “* 
wade SIevl, 


Hata abe tothe) ae 


Vari JTS a55 


Therewith to condemn 
The Truth: but it was I 
That seized them! 

And how (terrible) 
Was My Requital! 




















ru - 4 ctf 
plc K GS 


6. Thus was the Decree 
Of thy Lord proved true 
Against the Unbelievers;**™* 
That truly they are 
Companions of the Fire! 


FDS ES ES MSD 
Bea AMES 


7. Those who sustain 
The Throne (of Allah) 
And those around it 
Sing Glory and Praise 
To their Lord; believe 
In Him; and implore Forgiveness 
For those who believe: 
“Our Lord! Thy Reach**** 
Is over all things, 
In Mercy and Knowledge. 
Forgive, then, those who 
‘Turn in Repentance, and follow 
Thy Path; and preserve them 
From the Penalty 
_Of the Blazing Fire! 


SM Leonll O 

BOSD ee 

Sg FA Gab = 4 Fy ttaey Peers 
the5 435) weft 

(wn pote rise fiat 


pales 





4361. Cf 38:11-13, and n. 4158, All the hosts of wickedness collected together from history will have 
no power against Allah's Truth, or the Messenger of that Truth, or Allah's Holy Plan for all His Creation. 


4362. Whenever a great or vital Truth is proclaimed and renewed, there are always shallow minds that 
are ready to dispute about it! And what petty and vain arguments they advance! They think they can discredit 
or condemn the Truth in this way, or render “of none effect” Allah's Plan. Bur they are mistaken. If they 
seem to succeed for a time, that is merely their trial. They may try to plan and plot against Allah’ men. 
But their plots will fail in the long run. They will themselves be caught in their own snares. And then, how 
terrible will be their Punishment! 


4363. Cf 13:32. 

4364. Cf 89:71. The Decree, or Word, of Allah, by which Evil was to be judged and condemned, wai 
proved true against these men. They are “Companions of the Fire’) in other words, they are fit to live only 
in the environment of Evil! 


4365. Cf 39!75) (R). 


4366. Cf verse S above! also 6:80, 7:89, and 7:156 
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8. “And grant, our Lord! sel OS dl ae 
That they enter mee 5 > 
The Gardens of Eternity, ost { 

Which Thou hast promised meiden gg dete 
To them, and to the righteous PM gUS YO MD» p+ 
Among their fathers, ***’ wi leos us 
Their wives, and their posterity! Re 
For Thou art (He), 4 239 mel 
The Exalted in Might, ivgebtdh tices.) 
Full of Wisdom. Kadi Sehce: AS) 

9. “And preserve them wn eed Cae 
From (all) ills; a) 
And any whom Thou Ss | ee Se 
Dost preserve from ills**®* SER ai 945 
That Day—on them F245 Sees: ew 
Wilt Thou have bestowed An Bz) ARB NA 
Mercy indeed: and that 
Will be truly (for them) ZS oealion cet AAG aN, ¥ 
The highest Achievement."**® 

SECTION: 2. 
10. The Unbelievers will be TA GC Els 
ane) ee ere) 
Addressed: “Greater was P rae ipa © 
The aversion of Allah to yout’? : “Lt lee 3s Toahe 3.) 
Than (js) your aversion ral 9 SSAC 
To yourselves, seeing that ye 
Were called to the Faith HSE SNS 963) 
And ye used to refuse.” 
ll. They will say: “Our Lord! seis “say S 
Twice hast Thou made us**”! esicsiesl J lb 7 





4367. There is nothing selfish in prayer. We pray for all who are true and sincere, But just as Evil is catching, 
so Goodness is catching in another sense. The associates of the Good and those near and dear to them also 
share in their goodness and happiness, if only they try to walk in the same Way. And the Grace of Allah is 
working for all, all the time. 


4368. That is the final Judgement, and any who is saved from the evil consequences of their deeds in 
this life will truly have been saved by Allah's Mercy, and for them it is the highest achievement they could 
have, the attainment of all their wishes, the fulfilment of their destiny and the noblest purpose of their Life, 
the supreme Salvation and Felicity. 


4369. Muslim Salvation, then, is more positive than mere safety from dangers or evils: it is the complete 
fulfilment of the noble destiny of man in the attainment of the fullest Grace, 


4370. The Unbelievers having rejected Allah's Signs, they now see how they are shut out from Grace, 
and they feel disgusted with themselves, How much greater was Allah's displeasure with them, when He showered 
mercy upon mercy on them and they yet rebelled! How could they now hope for Grace! 


4371, Cf. 2:28:"How can ye reject the faith in Allah?—secing that ye were without life, and He gave you 
life; then will He cause you to die, and will again bring you to life; and again to Him will ye return.” Nonexistence, 
or existence as clay without life was equivalent to death. Then came true Life on this earth; then came physical 
death or the cessation of our physical life; and now at the Resurrection, is the second life. 


Strah 40: Ghafir 


Without life, and twice 
Hast Thou given us Life! 
Now have we 

Our sins: is there 

Any way out (of this)?” 


(The answer will be:) 


1208 


CO rUciet scat, 


ere 


deeteve IM 


12. | SS 
“This is because, when &> s)743 ak e © 
Allah was invoked as Speers AGAX| 
The Only (object of worship), “7? rik nese 
Ye did reject Faith, ies 

_ But when partners were fe (paper tals 
Joined to Him, ye believed! eS. 
The Command is with Allah,*” ae a! geil. , sy Sai 
Most High, Most Great!” 

13. Ae it is Who showeth tea 
os His Signs, and sendeth siRjsilp © 
Down Sustenance for you**’* fi 2 +432 
From the sky: but only renired th JAN 
Those receive admonition , de fe 
Who turn (to Allah). a AVR Kt y 

14. Call ye, then, upon Allah +s “i 
With sincere devotion to Him, i Gpeiallp bo 
Even though the Unbelievers**’* . Yue 
May detest it. BS! Poult 

15. Raised high above ranks bat Ata ae 
(Or degrees), **7* _ aa) i) 
(He is) the Lord Sai , 
Of the Throne (of authority): SS a 
By His Command doth He t: o Ay at 
Send the spirit (of inspiration) <elose9) es 





4372. Cf. 39:45, and n. 4313. When exclusive devotion is not rendered to Allah, there is no true 
understanding, in the mind of a creature, of his own true position, or of the working of the Divine Will and 
Purpose. How can he then hope to achieve the purpose of his life, or obtain Allah's Mercy, which is the only 
way to obtain release from the consequences of Sin? 


4373. At the Judgement, the matter will have passed out of the stage at which further chances 
have been hoped for But in any case Allah is High above all things, Great above all that we can 
of, both in Mercy and in Justice. The Decision will be with Him, and Him alone. 


Py 


4374. Lest it should be thought that Allah's Grace did not meet the Sinner again and again and offer 
Allah's Mercy again and again, it is pointed out that Allah's Signs were freely vouchsafed everywhere and 
continuously, and that every kind of means was provided for man’s “Sustenance” or growth and development, 
physical, mental, and spiritual. But only those could take advantage of it who turned their attention to Allah, 
who submitted their will to Him. 


4375. Cf. 9:83. 


4376. He is raised far above any rank or degree which we can imagine. It is possible also to treat Refi) 
as equivalent to Rafi, meaning that He can raise His creatures to the highest ranks and degrees in His i 
kingdom, for He is the fountain of all honour. 
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To any of His servants*”’ NERS 4 
He pleases, that it may a Lone 
Warn (men) of the Day anisiicerc «2 
Of Mutual Meeting—*" “igang 
as 
16, The Day whereon C4 Ace 
They will (all) come forth: : ae mal and &) 
Not a single thing reper 044 707 4% 
Concerning them is hidden a Fey 
From Allah. Whose will be ‘en St gts Le 
The Dominion that Day?’ elt} 
That of Allah, the One, Zote eae 
The Irresistible! Neloe'y\a0 
| : 44 4 
17, That Day will every soul Sat ea at 
Be requited for what cad Beste A GD 
It earned; no injustice an et ae. he os Shae = 
Will there be that Day, , Mister 
For Allah is Swift**” (45.7 <i 
In taking account. vit tC <8) 
18. Warn them of the Day coed 0 « Fo 
at is (ever) drawing near, eA ‘eens O 
When the Hearts will ARES <i 
(Come) right up to the z Sslad 3) 3859 
Throats**™ ME sie A 
To choke (them); CnebS atic 


No intimate friend**** 





4377. The choosing of a man to be the recipient of inspiration —to be the standard bearer of Allah's Truth —is 
the highest honour possible in the spiritual Kingdom. And Allah bestows that honour according to His own 
most perfect Will and Plan, which no one can question, for He is the fountain of all honour, dignity, and authority. 


4378. All men will meet together and meet their Lord at the Resurrection, no matter how far scattered 
they may have been in life or in death. 


4379. The Kingdom of Allah —of Justice, Truth, and Righteousness—will then be fully established. Evil 
can then no more come into competition with Good, even in the subjective consciousness of man. 


4380. Swaft in several senses: (1) the time of the present life or of the interval before Judgement, ie, 
before the restoration of true values, is so short as compared to Eternity, that it may be counted as negligible: 
in the next verse the Day is characterised as “(ever) drawing near’; (2) in spite of the great concourse of souls 
to be judged, the process of Judgement will be almost instantaneous, “in the ewinkling of an eye’ (16:77), 
because everything is already known to Allah; and yet not the least injustice will be done. 


4381, Hearts ull come right up to the Throats to choke them: an idiom implying that the whole of their 
life- functions will be choked up with terror, But a more subtle meaning emerges from further analysis. The 
heart (or the breast) is the seat of affection, emotion, and every kind of feeling, such as terror, pain, despair, 
ttc. These things will as it were overflow right up to the throat and choke it. The throat is the vehicle for 
the voice; their voice will be choked, and they will be able to say nothing. The throat is the channel for food, 
which goes to the stomach and maintains a healthy functioning of life; the choking means thar the healthy 
functioning will stop, and there will be nothing but woe. 


4382. In that enforcement of personal responsiblity, what sympathy or intercession can the wrongdoers 
get? Is Hamim in any way connected with the Abbreviated Letters Ha: Mim attached to this Stirah? See 
Introduction, 
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Nor intercessor will the Tatas 
wrongdoers rr ec 

. yo a =e # 

se ere ees 

, i Cee ee 

ee wikue 
(Ot men) conceal SAEs 
20. And Allah will judge Gry garaly 
With (Justice and) ‘Truth: arrest piri: 
Invoke besides Him, wil Burs ehedh 
pearl ama £38 Shi 


Verily it is Allah (alone) hie ehta ifr cee 
Who hears and sees*3*5 eed ee ll aslo) 


(All things), 


C.. 207, — Travel in space and time, and you 

(40:21-50.) Will see that Evil came to nothing 
Bue evil, Mighty men of old 
In arrogance plotted agains: Allah's Truth, 
But were brought low. A bumble Believer 
In Pharaoh's Court stood up for Tnuth, 
And counselled his People wo obey the Right: 
In earnest humility did be address. them 
They heard him not, But he was saved, 
And they were engulfed in the Wrath of Allah. 


SECTION 3 
ay a 
#1, Do they not travel ae “if a ri 
Through the earth and see ? ; PUP : sins ® 
What was the End a ae ate eo eee 
Of those before them**™* rls cal Coll wei - 





585; Menmay betaken in by micks that deceive with the eyes, but Allaivs pericet knowledge pencinin 
thorugh all mystedes.“Decewe with the eyes’ may mean several things: (1) a sbeight of hand (literally a 
Figuraively) may deocive in reapece of the eves of bebolders. forthe things that they sce do noc accually happen 
(2 hit Tay be the decetver’s own yes that play false, because, foriexample, they show love when hatred ismeant 
or (5) a0 may be that the eves of the beholder play him false, in that he secs things that be should not ee 
anette sing with his eyes, 


4564; Here we come into the-region of evil: motives and thought which may be concealed in the bearn 
breast, or mind, bur which are all. periecely known to Allah. 


4585. Women build their hopes or their faitkin anything except the Divine Grace, they will find themseley 
deemed. Any pretences that they make will be known to Allah On the other hand every tingle good ac, 
or word. ar mative, or aspiration of their will, will reach Allah's Throne of Mercy. 


4386. Gf 30)9.-and several other similar passages, 
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They were even superior £c2 ose <4f cy 
To them in strength, Pret oan Vale 
And in the traces (they***” 3 (<7 
~ Have left) in the land: Tare 9 

But Allah did call them BA 520,377 
To account for their sins, or as , aifrick 
And none had they $7. 3 ve 
To defend them against Allah. Sioes anor SkG5 

Al. That was because there came K 24% 
To them their messengers***™* elas GP 
With Clear (Signs), yaa Bi BABB. SE 
But they rejected them: ect my 
So Allah called them re “ile Sea ee 
To account: for He is anne 
Full of Strength, fen 2H < 52 
Strict in Punishment. “hh S$45) 

“IS SEAL wy wy": Fog 

23. (Df old We sent Moses," CAS doy Nis 
With. Our Signs gol 
And an Authority manifest, Se 3 

4. To Pharaoh, Haman,**** = SAAS OC Po af) A) @ 
And Qartin; but they Soy 9 tay ge . 
Called (him) “a sorcerer ane. » SAK 24 
Telling lies!” . . Clic pul lis 





4387. See n. 3515 to 30:9. We can learn from che history of previous nations. Many of them were more 
powerful, or have left finer and more imposing monuments and made a deeper impression on the world around 
them than any particular generation addressed. “Traces” in the text may be taken in that extended sense. 
And yet all this did not save them from the consequences of their sins. They were called to account and punished. 
None of the power or pomp or skill of which they boasted could for a moment ward off the punishment when 
it came in Allah's good time (Cf 40:82). 


4388. But Allah in His Mercy always sends a Message of warning and good news through his messengers, 
and He gives His messengers Clear Signs and an authority that can be recognised. Among the Clear Signs 
are: (1) the pure and unselfish lives of the messengers; (2) the revelation of truth which they bring; (5) their 
influence on the course of events in their own and succeeding generations; etc. Some of these may be so remarkable 
that they merit the name of Miracles. 


4889. This is not the story of Moses himself, so much as an introduction to the story of the one just man 
who believed, in the court of Pharaoh: see verse 28 below. This Surah’s alternate title (“The Believer") refers 
to him. 


4590. Here are three types of Unfaith, each showing a different phase, and yet all united in opposition 
tothe Truth and Mission of Moses. (1) Pharaoh is the type of arrogance, cruelty, and reliance on brute force; 
of 28:38:59. (2) Haman was Pharaoh's minister (n. $531 to 28-6; also 28:38): he was the type of a sycophant 
who would pander to the vanity of any man in power. (3) Qartin excelled in his wealth, was selfish in its use, 
and overbearing tc the poor (28:76-81, and n. $404). They all came to an evil end eventually. 
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4391. Verse'24 described the opposition of three types of Unfaith, which opposed Faith, in different ways, 
as described in the last note. Qariin, in his overweening insolence, may well have called Moses and Aaron 
“sorcerers telling lies” in the Sinai desert, as he despised priests and men of God, and might cast the Egyptian 
reproach in their teeth as a reminiscence. Here, in verse 25, we have an episode about the time of the birth 
of Moses; “them” and “they” refer to Pharaoh and his Court; the “coming” of Moses here refers to the time 
of his birth, On that construction, “with him’, lower down in their speech would be elliptical, referring w 
“slay the sons’, as if they had said, “Kill all Israelite male children: the unknown Prophet to be born would 
be amongst them; so kill them all with him.” In verse 26 we again skip some years and recall an episode when 
Moses, having got his mission, stood in Pharaoh's Court, and some of the Egyptian Commonalty were almost 
ready to believe in him, 


4392. That is, the Israelites, for they were the custodians of Allah's Faith then. For the slaughter of Israelite 
children by Pharaoh, see 27:4-6, and notes. 


4393. This is an episode that occurs when Moses, invested with his mission, confronts Pharaoh in his 
Court and preaches to him: see 20;49 and following verses; also 20:57, 63. 


4394. Some of Pharaoh's people did afterwards give up the worship of Pharaoh and of the Egyptian gods 
and believed “in the Lord of Aaron and Moses” and in fact suffered martyrdom for the Faith of Unity: 20:70-78, 


4395. The whole point,of the Gospel of Unity which Moses preached was that the God of Moses and 
the God of Pharaoh, of Israel,and Egypt, the Lord of all the Worlds, was One—Allah, the only True God 
See 20:49-50 and notes 2572 and 2578. (R). 
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Is (the sin of) his lie; esc 

But, if he is telling***’ BS ‘ 

The Truth, then will “i 
, 46 { 

Fall on you something geal ae 


Of the (calamity) of which r- AG -F12 

He warns you: truly AGARY at 

Allah guides not one**** + oe 

Who transgresses and lies! Sls Fmt gh 
29. “O my People! yours "~ Res pre Pa" 

Is the dominion this day: ple 

Ye have the upper hand**** OE a een « OXY 

In the land: but who cai c 

Will help us from v ~~“, se y 43537 

The Punishment of Allah, Gal olas vst bet! 

Should it befall us?" s Li gid 

id: Naor 
Pharaoh said: “I but KS ») oad 


Point out to you that 
Which I see (myself);** SIL GY 


4396. There is nothing to justify the identification of this man with the man mentioned in 28:20, who 
warned Moses long before Moses had received his mission. On the contrary, in this passage, the man is evidently 
speaking after Moses had received his mission, preached to Pharaoh, and got a certain amount of success, 
for which Pharaoh and his people were trying to seek his life. Moses had evidently already brought his Clear Signs. 





4897. A commonsense view is put before them by an Egyptian who loves his own people and does not 
wish them to perish in sin. “Will you kill this man for calling on Allah? Have you not seen his character and 
behaviour? Do you not see the ‘Clear Signs’ about him that bespeak his credentials? Suppose for a moment 
that he is a liar and pretender: he will suffer for his falsehood, but why should you turn against Allah? But 
suppose that he is really inspired by Allah to tell you the truth and warn you against evil, what will be your 
fate when Allah’s Wrath descends? For it must descend if he is a true Messenger sent by Allah.” 


4898: This is with reference to the “Clear Signs’, “They are Signs of Allah's guidance, for Allah would 
never guide « man who exceeds the bounds of truth and tells you lies! Such a man is bound to be found out!’ 


4399. ‘Do not be puffed up with arrogance because the power is in your hands at present! Do you deserve 
i Will ic last? If you are sinning and drawing upon yourselves Allah's Punishment, is there anything that 
¢an shield you from it?’ 


4400. Pharaoh's egotism and arrogance come out. ‘I can see and understand everything. As I see things, 
so do I direct you. The Path which I see must be right. and you must follow it’ 
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4401. He appeals to past history: “Have you not heard of people who lived before you? like the generations 
of Noah, the ‘Ad, the Thamiid, and many more—who held together in sin against Allah's Preachers, but were 
wiped out for their sins?” 


4402. Cf $8:11-15, and n. 4158, also 40:5, and n. 4361. 


4403. ‘All these disasters happened in history, and they will happen again to you if you do not give up 
evil. Do not for a moment think that Allah is unjust. i hc senetne i pitetincreiy Ro 
by your conduct? 


» 4404. This Day may refer to the Day of Judgement, of which three features are here referred to, (1) People 
may wail and call to each other, but no one can help another: each one will have his own judgement to face: 
(2) the wicked will then be driven to Hell from the Judgement Seat; and (3) there will be no one to help, 
guide, or intercede, because the grace and guidance of Allah had already been rejected. But the words ar 
perfectly general, and are applicable to all stages at which the Wrath of Allah is manifest " 
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In the sight of Allah setatack OA 
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36. Pharaoh said: “O Haman! SNE ose ples © 
Build me a lofty palace,*** 7 7 GATE tH 
That I may attain oobi daic He 


The ways and means— 


4405. So far he has been speaking of general religious tradition. Now, as an Egyptian, addressing Egyptians, 
he refers to the mission of Joseph in Egypt. Joseph was not born in Egypt, nor was he an Egyptian. With 
what wonderful incidents he came into Egypt! What difficulties did he not surmount among his own brothers 
first, and in the Egyptian family which afterwards adopted him! How injustice, spite, and forgetfulness on 
the part of others, yet wove a spell round him and made him a ruler and saviour of Egypt in times of famine! 
How he preached to prisoners in prison, to Zulaykha in her household, to the Egyptian ladies in their banquet. 
and to the Court of Pharaoh generally! The Egyptians profited by the material gains which came to them 
through him, but as.a nation remained sceptical of his spiritual truths for many generations after him. (Cf S. 12). 


4406, See Appendix IV, p, 406, for a discussion of the interval between Joseph and Moses. Perhaps the 
interval was about one to three centuries, a very short period for the memory of a learned nation like the 
Egyptians. And yet they as.a nation ignored his spiritual work, and afterwards even persecuted Israel in Egypt 
until Moses delivered them. They actually saw the benefits conferred by Joseph, but did not realise that Allah's 
Kingdom works continuously even though men ignore it. See Appendix V, pp. 408-15; for a sketch of Religion 
in Egypt. For such men how could the Grace and Guidance of Allah be effective in their hearts? 


4407. See the last note. The arrogant transgressors having closed their hearts to the Message of Allah 
and to every appeal made to them, it followed by Allah's Law that their hearts were sealed up to any fresh 
influences for good. Cf 7:100; also 2:7, and n. 31. 


4408. Cf 28:38, and n. $371. There are two points to be noted here. (1) Pharaoh, in the arrogance of 
his materialism, thinks of the Kingdom of Heaven like a kingdom on earth; he thinks of spiritual! things in 
terms of palaces and ladders: notice that the word asbad (ways and means) is emphasised by repetition. (2) 
His sarcasm turns Moses and Allah to ridicule. Really he does not believe in anything spiritual, and he frankly 
states that ‘for his part he thinks Moses is a liar’, chough other men less lofty than he (Pharaoh) may be deceived 
by the Clear Signs of Moses. 
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47, “The ways. and means 
Of (reaching) the heavens, 
And that I may mount up 
‘To the God of Moses: 
But as far as | am concerned, 
T think (Moses) is a liar!" 
Thus was made alluring,“ 
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In Pharaoh's eyes, Spal eS, 
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Secrion 5, 


38. Che man who believed said 
Further: “Qo my People! 
Follow me: I will lead 
You to the Path of Right." 


89.°"O my People! This life 
Of the present is nothing 
But (temporary) convenience: 
fe-is the Hereafter 
That is the Home 
That will lasc.**" 


40. "He that works evil 
Will not be requited 
But by the like thereof: 
And he that works. 
A righteous deed — whether 
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A Believer —such will enter 
The Garden (of Bliss): therein 
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4409 Pharaoh's speech isola bad aaelee egotian esc algae airogance broughi = cy bh pect, tena: 
even the evil which he did seemed alluring in his own eyes? His heart was indeed sealed. and bis arrogance 
prevented him from seeing the right path. (With the Rift Qird’ah f read sudiu ji the passive voice), 


4410. Pharaoh had plored to day Moses (40:26) and to hill the Children of Isrsel (40:25). The plot recailed 
on bis own head and on the bead of his people who joined in the plot: for they were all drowned in che Red Sea 


#401. Note the concrant betercen the cornea beaeeching tone of the Believer bere and che hectoring mee 
of Pharaoh in osing similar words in 42% above, | i 

4413. Falah makes him seeihe contrast between wanitios, even though they may glitter temporarily, and | 
the eternal Good that & destined for man 
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44. “Soon will ye remember 
What I say to you (now).**” 
My (own) affair I commit 





- 1S. Cf 2:212. The spiricual Good will not only last. It will be a most liberal reward, far above any 
merits of the recipient. 


4a. It may seem strange according to the laws of this world that he should be seeking their Good while 
they are seeking his damnation! But that is the merit of Faith Its mission is to rescue tty enemies and Allah's 
‘nemics, as far as their will will consent! 

_ #415. The worship of Pharaoh was but typical of Egyptian blasphemy, but it had many sides, including 
the worship of heroes, animals, powers of good and evil in nature, and idols of all kinds, It is this comprehensive 
cult which required forgiveness again and again, but Allah is Exalted in Power, and gives such forgiveness 
on repentance. 


4416. Faith is not content with its own inner vision and conviction. It can give ample Three 
are mentioned here: (1) nothing but Allah is worthy of worship, either in this world of sense or in the spiritual 
world; (2) our Return will be to Allah, the Eternal Reality; and (3) the worship of Falsehood must necessarily 
lead to the Penalty of Falsehood, unless Allah's Mercy intervenes and forgives on our sincere repentance (R) 


4417. The wording suggests as if there was a plot to kill him, but he was saved, as the next verse shows. 
His thought to the last is with his People. ‘No matter what you do to me: you will have cause to remember 
“my admonition, when perhaps it is too late for you to repent, For my part | commit myself to the care of 
Allah. and my Faith tells me that all will be right’ 
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To Allah: for Allah (ever) 
Watches over His Servants.” 


Then Allah saved him 

From (every) ill that they 
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But the brunt of the Penalty*** 
Encompassed on all sides 

The People of Pharaoh. 
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4418. The Pharaoh of the time of Moses, and his people, suffered many calamities in this world: 7:150-156, 
But those were nothing to the spiritual Penalties mentioned in the next verse, 


4419. When the Judgement really comes, it is not like an ordinary physical disaster. The Fire of Punishment 
is ever present—morning and evening —#.¢,, at all times, The sentence becomes final and there is no mitigation, 


4420. Just as Unity, Harmony, and Peace are symbols of Truth, Bliss, and Salvation, so Reproaches, Dispute, 
and Disorders are symbols of Hell. 


4421. Note the evasion and cynicism of the answer, befitting the character of spiritual misleaders| ‘What! 
are we not suffering with you in the same Fire! Pray to Allah if you like! He has pronounced His Judgement’ 
Cf. 14:21-22, 
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C. 208,—Allah’s grace and help are ever ready 
(40:51-85.) For His servants who patiently persevere. 
Let not arrogance blind the souls 





Of men: the Hour of Judgement is bound 
To come, The keys of Life and Death 

Are in the hands of Allah. Dispute not 

The Signs of Allah, but learn from History 
And the world around you. Science and skill 
Avail you not if the soul is dead. 
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4422. Cf 39:71. The poor misguided ones will turn to the angels who are their Keepers, asking them 
to pray and intercede for them. But the angels are set there to watch over them, not to intercede for them. 
In their innocence they ask, ‘Did you have no warnings from messengers, men like yourselves, in your past life?’ 


4423. The answer being in the affirmative, they will have to tell the dreadfal cruth: ‘This is neither the 
time nor the place for prayer, for mercy! And in any case, Prayer without Faith is Delusion, and must miss 
its mark’ Cf 13:14, 


4424. The Day of Judgement is described as "the Day when Witnesses will stand forth”. This description 
implies two things: (1) that there man will be judged justly; his past actions and his faculties and opportunities 
will be witnesses as to the use he made of them (24:24); in fact he will himself be a witness against himself 
(6:180); and the prophets and just men will bear witness to the fact that they preached and warned men (59:69; 
2:155). 
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The (Book of) Guidance,“ 
“And. We gave the Book 
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Of Israel— 


54. A Guide and a Message 
Tb men of understanding. 


55. Patiently, then, persevere:“?’ 
For the Promise of Allah 
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The Praises of thy Lord 
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And in the morning," 
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4425. Alter the teadmeany mentioned in che last note, there will ‘be no room for excuses, and if any were 


taade, they could sen no purpose, unlie che etace of mace in this world, where there is ouch make-beine, 
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56! Those who dispute 
About the Signs of Allah 
Without any authority 
Bestowed on them—there is" 
Nothing in their breasts 


4426. Moses was given a Revelation, and it was given in heritage eo the Children of Israel, to presene 
it, guide cheir conduct by, and bold aloft is Memage: bur they failed in all these particulars. 


4427. The Lsraelives corrupted of lo their Book: they disobeyed Allah's Law; and fajled to proclaim and 
exemplify Allah’s Mesage, That i why the new Revelation came to the Holy Prophet, [f, in the beginning, 
ii waa rejected and persecuted, there wai no cause for discouragement; on the comcrary, there wan all the grewie 
need for patience and perseerrance. 


4428. Every mortal according to his nature and degree of spiritual enlightenment falls short of the perfec 
standard of Allah (16:61), and abould therefore ask Allah for forgiveness, What it meri in an ordinary man 
may be « heman shortcoming in one nearest to Allah: see S8:24-25. and moses 4175-4176. Prophets have o 
further reeponsibilicy for their People of their Ummah, and they ask in a representative capacicy 


4420.C/ S41 Evening and morning-are the best ches for coneemplation and epirinual effort, Bur the 
porase “evening and moming” may mean “ar all times (RB) 


4490, The Dispotes are actuated by nothing tut the desire for self-giory and self-agyrandizement. Ther 
desire in mot likely to receive fruition, but other whould cake warnimg from ic. 
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58. Not equal are the blind 
And those who (clearly) see:**** 
Nor are (equal) those 
Who believe and work 
Deeds of righteousness, and 
Those who do evil. 
Little do ye learn 
By admonition! 
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59. The Hour will certamly come:*** 
Therein is no doubt: 
Yet most men believe not. 
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60. And your Lord says: 
“Call on Me; I 
Will answer your (Prayer):**** 
But those who are 
Too arrogant to serve Me 
Will surely find themselves 
In Hell—in humiliation!" 


ot g--< 44 77 


See Are 


4451). The heavens and the earth include mankind and all other creatures and millions of stars. Man 
is himself but a tiny part of creation. Why should he be so egocentric? The whole is greater than a tiny part 
of it. And Allah Who created the whole of the Worlds is able to do much more wonderful things than can 
enter the imagination of man. Why should man be arrogant and doubt the Resurrection, and take upon himself 
to doubt the possibility of Allah's Revelation? It is only because he has made himself blind. See next verse. 


4432. The man of Faith who backs his faith by righteous conduct is like the man of clear vision, who 
sees things in their true perspective and walks with firm steps in the Way of Allah. The man who does evil 
is like a blind man: the Light of Allah is all around him, but the man has made himself blind, and he can 
see nothing. He has rejected Faith and cannot even learn by other people's admonition. 


4438. “The Hour” is the crown and consummation of man's life on this earth — the gateway to the Hereafter. 
4454. As this life is not the end of all things, and we are to have its fulfillment in the Hereafter, we have 


only to pray to the Lord of the Present and the Hereafter, and He will hear us, forgive us, guide us, and make 
our Path smooth. But Pride will have its fall—and its humiliating Punishment. Cf 37:18. 
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That ye may rest therein, A Ante. es 
And the Day, as that enti a si Sa 
Which helps (you) to see. Ot , of I4 te 
Verily Allah is Full of wll eas 9 aul) 
Grace and Bounty to men: ges, irae ea eS 
Yet most men give DIKES SNA Sh 
No thanks. 
4s s g “ 
62: Such is Allah, your Lord, S55 al ahs OD 
The Creator of all things. Mpailivs 7 ~~ 
There is no god but He: ay lati -% | at 
Then how ye are deluded**** PY se oe 
Away from the Truth! K S5ab 
63. Thus are deluded those***’ (2 it AieP AW 
Who are wont to reject us 3 ‘ DNS © 
The Signs of Allah. SCAMS, 
64. Ie is Allah Who has**#* s+ ng Pol 2 Rests 
Made for you the earth oS) So Sb! & 
‘ , 4459 — a as “ P, of vy 
As a resting place Ae LAG GSH 


And the sky as a canopy, 


And has given you shape —***° 2 AOR es rere 
And made your shapes ail haa | 
‘ Beautiful—and has provided acre ot, 773 
For you Sustenance.**! X55) —r 





4435. The succession of Day and Night in our physical life is frequently appealed to, as a symbol to draw 
our attention to the Mercy and Bounty of Allah. If we viewed these things aright, we should serve Allah and 
seek Light from Him and Rest from Him, and celebrate His praises with gratitude, 


4436. If we worship false gods, t.¢., go after vanities, what is it that deludes us and leads us astray? What 
could it be but our rank ingratitude and failure to use the understanding which Allah has given us? 


4457. See the last two notes, If men are deluded by Falsehoods, it is because they reject Revelation and 
refuse to learn from the Signs of Allah all around them, 


4438. The argument in the last two verses was from man's personal experience of his physical life fp 
this and the next verse a parallel argument is addressed to man on a much higher plane: ‘look at the spaciou 
earth and the canopy of the sky; look at the special position you occupy above other animals that you know, 
in shape and form, and moral and spiritual capacities; consider your refinements in food and fruits and the 
higher spiritual Sustenance of which your physical food is a type; would you not indeed say that the Lord 
is good, and would you not glorify His Holy Name?’ 


4459. A resting place: l understand this to imply a temporary place of rest or sojourn, a period of probation, 
to be followed by the eternal Home. 


4440. Cf 7:1] and n. 996, The shape and form refer to the physical form as well as to the inborn moral 
and spiritual capacities of man, As regards physical form, Cf Milton's description of Adam and Eve, “Two 
of far noble shape, erect and tall" (Paradise Lost, 4:288). As regards moral and spiritual capacities, they are 
typified by the breathing of Allah's spirit into man: 15:29 (see also 64:3), 

4441. “Sustenance” all that is necessary for growth and development, physical, moral, and spiritual ((f 
n. 2105 and 16:73). 
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Of things pure and good— Beiaiietec’ ha ex -fyiGs 


Such is Allah your Lord. 
nal se el a 26C% 
































So Glory to Allah, 
~The Lord of the Worlds! 


65. He is the Living (One):**** 
There is no god but He: 
Call upon Him, giving Him 
Sincere devotion. Praise be 
To Allah, Lord of the Worlds! 





PY Ae 


WN Gale 26513 
s; pasiicj a3 a \ 


66. Say: “I have been forbidden**** 
To invoke those whom ye 


Invoke besides Allah —seeing that a SN eI 
The Clear Signs have come PDIP OW 
To me from my Lord; i a deed | PL Ca 
And I have been commanded BQ ect Gee 
To bow (in Islam) td tied te Sreft s ote 
To the Lord of the Worlds.” SndNS oe reyr 


67. It is He Who has**** 
Created you from dust, 
Then from a sperm-drop, 
Then from a leech-like clot; 
Then does He get you 
Out (into the light) 

As a child; then lets you 
(Grow and) reach your age 
Of full strength; then 

Lets you become old — 
Though of you there are 
Some who die before — 
And lets you reach 

A Term appointed; 

In order that ye 

May learn wisdom. 


Sore=te ais 


4442. The real, self-subsisting Life is only in Him. Cf 2:255, and n. 296. All other forms of life are 
but shadows compared to His perfect Light. 


4445. All objects of worship besides Allah are mere delusions. To anyone who sees this clearly, through 
Allah's Self-revelations, the only possible course is to give up everything else, which his own inner experience 
as well as outer Revelation tell him is false or of a temporary nature, and to bring his own will and actions 
into complete unison with Allah's Will: for that is the meaning of Islam, bowing to the Will of Allah. When 
we bow to the Real and Everlasting, tig AL PGR tg falling victims to the False and Evanescent. 


®). 


4444. Cf. this passage with 22:5 and notes 2773 and 2774, The various stages of man’s physical life are: 
(1) first, simple matter (dust); (2) the sperm-drop in the father; (3) the fertilised ovum in the mother's womb; 
(4) out into the light, as a human child; (5) youth and full maturity; (6) decay; and (7) death. In some cases 
the late stages are curtailed or cut off; butin any case, a Term appointed is reached, so that the higher purpose 
of Allah's Will and Plan may be fulfilled in each given case, that man “may learn wisdom’. 
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68. It is He Who gives Life **** B seg Boy kes 
And Death; and when He CstneeZaS Moe % 
Decides upon an affair, s4 <4 <4 Be ei FR -7 7 
He says to it, “Be’, ESBSSS SS Gal gg5 
And it is. 
SECTION 8. 


69. Seest thou not those ae WC a tes Te 
That dispute concerning opive EM ISS & 
The Signs of Allah? cA cod 3 Be 
How are they turned away**** Os nos) hooky 
(From Reality)?— 


70. Those who reject the Book’ ses isaaaig 
And the (revelations) with 7 ee ry 
which tes; att, 
We sent Our messengers: 4 
But soon shall they know— ays Sy 
7. When the yokes (shall be)*** ° ach. At. 
Round their necks, eqitcle uel) ‘0 
And the chains; o pod dh 454 
They shall be dragged along— apes Wai ba) 
72. In the boiling fetid fluid; penne ES prtges 4 
Then in the Fire Sy SG SG fo) 
Shall they be burned; 
73. Then shall it be said A #% oss 4 ooh 
To them: “Where are Has 
The (deities) to which hte, 
Ye gave part-worship— oss - 





4445. The keys of life and death are in Allah's hands. But He is not dependent on time or place or 
instruments or materials. All that He has to do is to say "Be", and it comes into existence, Cf 16:40, and 
n, 2066; 36:82, and n. 4028. Conversely, His Will or Command is sufficient to annihilate Existence into Non 
Existence (Life into Death) or determine the limits or conditions of Existence or Non- Existence. 


4446. Those who dispute about the Signs of Allah which are clear to all who care to see, are merely ia 
the mists of Unreality: Cf 10:32. 


4447, “The Book” may refer to the Holy Qur'in or to the fundamental Revelation, the “Mother of the 
Book” (13:39), while the Books revealed to the messengers are the definite Revelations that came down to men 
from time to time. 


4448. The rejection of Allah's Message, however brought, carries its own penalty. The yoke of spiritual 
slavery to Sin and Evil is fastened more and more firmly round the rejecter’s neck, because there is no one 
to safeguard his freedom, and the chains of superstitions and the ugly consequences of evil restrict his freedom 
and the limited faculty of choice which was given by Allah to man, This process receives its climax at te 
Hour of Judgement. 


4449. The sinner gets dragged further and further in the disgusting consequences of his evil actions, until 
the fire of destruction closes in upon him. ' 
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74. “In derogation of Allah?” “ee Ars 
They will reply: “They have***° Ablogocys 
Left us in the lurch: boveh# SrA 
Nay, we invoked not, SSE SING 
Of old, anything (that had ser Per a hee 
Real existence).” Thus estate |e SS 
Does Allah leave atk = 
The Unbelievers to stray. (al Let c 
75. “That was because***! A554 “seth aps {ve} 
Ye were wont to rejoice Oy: ies Los 4 
On the earth in things 5G Shock ‘ 
Other than the Truth, BYE Nia 
And that ye were wont Pe ea Sz 
To be insolent. OP ast oe] 
76. “Enter ye the gates***? A Ena». - <9 Sine 
Of Hell, to dwell therein: aye woeree pest 
And evil is (this) abode aac 
Of the arrogant!” OA NS gee ae 
77. So persevere in patience; E\* 9 
For the Promise of Allah Ole b wy 
Is true: and whether**® “BL At ae 
We show thee (in this life) eran 
Some part of what We Bese wt 
Promise them—or We pau dliop Lis 
Take thy soul (to Our Mercy) eee wyig> Se 
(Before that)—(in any case) 3) 253) Pde Sl 
It is to Us that T8M oe. 
They shall (all) return. Opel 
78. We did aforetime send 
Messengers before thee: of ANS 3 25 aha i, 5 
them**** “1 4FIA CGS Feo 
There are some whose story Shoko Cawed 4 mnt 


We have related to thee, 





4450. All falsehood will vanish: Cf 7:37, The only Reality willbe fully manifest even to those to whom 
Evil was made to seem alluring in the lower life, They will feel in their inmost souls that they had been pursuing 
mere shadows, things of no real existence, This was the result of their rejecting the Light and the Grace of 
Allah: they got entangled in the mazes of error. 


4451. Allah does not withdraw His grace from any unless (1) they actively and deliberately take a delight 
in things that are vain or false, and (2) they insolently reject the things that are true—in other words, unless 
men are deliberately false to their own lights, as illuminated by the Light of Allah. 


4452, Cf 39:72. 


4455. Cf 10:46, and ny 1488. As the eventual justice and readjustment of values must take place, when 
‘every soul returns to the Judgement Seat of Allah, it makes no difference if good and evil meet their deserts 
in this very life or not. Cf also 13:40: 


4454. Cf 4:164. Allah sent Messengers of His Truth to every people. There are some whose names are 
known to us through the Holy Qur'an, but there are a large number whose names are not made known to 
us through that medium. We must recognise the Truth wherever we find it. 
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And some whose story 

‘We have not related 

To thee. It was not 
(Possible) for any messenger 
‘To bring a Sign except 

By the leave of Allah: 

But when the Command*"* 


astigh  SSaleayEN 
iss vee Sa Ss is re 
als Neplotes 
alos ng 


Of Allah issued, aA eal 
The matter was decided ail al acl 
Tn truth and justice, a cart 
And there perished, rahe 
There and then, those Oe ete. 
Who stood on Falschoods. ae ya er 


Section 9. 
79. a is Allah who made*s* SA Janelle 
attle for you, that ye avis sab 4a 0) 

May use some for riding a Witenes 
And some for food; Sys; Way Po 

HO. And there are (other) tea PT 55 

advantages a excn lea eS : 

In them for you (besides); or, 
That ye may through them denloalgalo Lgals ly 
Attain to any need Sy pea ; 
(There may be) in your hearts; tle » paaeiod 
And on them and on ships f Ase % 
Ye are carried, See) 

81. And He shows you (always)***’ 


Miheemaps 9) 
Sy SS ail Si 


His Signs: then which 
Of the Signs of Allah 
Will ye deny? 





445%. The Signa of Allah are everywhere, and cam be stem by the discerning eye at all times. Bot if any 
extraordinary Signs are demanded by cynics or Unbelievers, they will not-be granted merely because they ae 
demanded. tt i Allah's Will that iaewes them. por mereby che desire of bomen beings even if be be ao Meurages 
of Allah, Bot when an eetraorndinary Sign does eue by the Command of Allah, ft means thar ihe cop 
the iniquitous is full: that their case iedecided, and their time of respite ia past) and thiat-Judtice takes the 
place of Mercy, and evil ig blotted oot 


4456. Cf 165-8. The fact that beasts, which im their wild state are so numious, are, when domesicated, 
useful to man, io ieelf one of the great and sanding Signa of Allah's care for man. The greai uefeloes 
of cwethe is very instructive. They serve for riding, and many of them for food; further, they ore used for the 
plough, and they produce milk, of wool or hair: and from their carcases man derives bones and horn ie 
mary industrial ues; but passing onto che higher eqpece of fife, they further social, more), and spiriteal 
ditt od draught-animals, in that transport serves one of the fundamental porposes af civilisation, being in 
this respect Hike ships for international commence: 50.46, amd nm 3565. [tis by teen of hurman interne 
through transpert thar we can carry oot the highest meedis of sur colrure, “amy aeee there may be in oor bear’ 


ie, in our inner bring, 


4487. The Signaal Allah poolcem end mercy are numerous thar ito imposible to eeomeratc thee, 
Which of chem can any mortal deny? Thiris the theme of that highly portical Sirah, Al Aotmin (3. 1) 
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82. Do they not travel through “Behe NG OT ahetees Ain 
_ The earth and see what Sly heb GSM alc i) GO 
Was the End of those © bik sult OaAc 72 
Before them? They were og 4 NN ae OF 
More numerous than these 2 Geese Ep Sit-te 
And superior in strength**** aN ASI Fd 
And in the traces Tee 
(They, have teft), in the land: eA abGhsi 
Yet all that they accomplished By my 
Was of no profit to them. bs f S S\p6U eb ige\ laa 
83. For when their messengers e428" (ef 
Came to them wert op 
With Clear Signs, they otf sAse 
exulted**** ——- od 
In such knowledge (and skill) © 47. ab, ee ei 
As they had; but pall eeLclal a 
That very (Wrath) at which**”’ od, (4055-4. enable Nc 
They were wont to scoff Ox paad <tylb Gage ales 
Hemmed them in. > 0 ref 
84. But when they saw eh WhO cd a 18 
Our Punishment, they said: ct sear & 
“We believe in Allah — prer Of te wae 
The One God—and we thoy hei SG 
Reject the partners we used - os OF, Fee » 
To join with Him.” GSEs a ISH aay 
85. But their professing the oie re Ar 
F Faith**! were l al dsp 
When they (actually) saw reat eq adhe 
Our Punishment was not going Ub $4 
To profit them. cow's 
(Such has been) Allah's way ab) OL 





4458. Cf 9:69. For any generation to take inordinate pride in its own single achievements in science or 
skill becomes ridiculous if we consider the broad sream of history. In the first place, men will find that a 
great deal of what they attribute to their own merits only became possible owing to the earlier work of their 
peedecemors. Secondly, many of their predecessors: were more numerous and mightier in power than they, although 
the perspective of time may have reduced the apparent depth of their influence, and the monuments which 
they have left behind may have suffered from the destroying hand of Time. Thirdly, and most important of 
all, when they forgot Allah and His inexorable Law, nothing of their own handiwork profited them: they perished 
jn the common ruin as all vanities must perish. Cf also 40:2) above, and n, 4587. See how the recapitulation 
rounds off the argument. 


4459. Arrogance and an exaggerated idea of Self were at the bottom of the Evil to which they succumbed 
(Cf. n. 435). 


4460. Cf 16:34. Nothing could stop the Justice of Allah punishing Evil. What they had ridiculed came 
an inexorable fact. None of their grandeur or art or science or skill was of any use when they lost their souls! 


4461. Again and again were they given chances, and again and again did they reject them. When it was 
too late, and in fact when it had no meaning, they offered to profess Faith. That was of no use. Allah does 
not accept unmeaning things of that kind. He wants to train and purify our will. For their disobedience and 
tbellion they perished utterly. 
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INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 41—FUSSILAT or HA MIM 


This is the second of the series of seven Stirahs bearing the Abbreviated Letters Ha Mim, 
as explained in the Introduction to S$, 40. To prevent confusion with other Stirahs of the Ha Mim 
series, the word Sajdah is sometimes added to the title, making it Ha Mim al Sajdah, the double 
title being necessary as there is another Sirah called Al Sajdah (S. $2). To avoid the double title, 
it is sometimes called Fussilat, from the occurrence of the word in verse 3. 











The meaning of Ha Mim has been explained in the Introduction to S. 40., where will 
also be found a note on the chronology and general theme of the seven Ha Mim Stirahs. 


For this particular Sirah the theme is that the basis of Faith and Revelation is Allah's Power 
and Goodness, and the fruit of both is man’s righteousness and healing. 


Summary. —What is Revelation and Faith, and what is man's attitude to both, and what 
are its consequences? (41:1-$2, and C. 209). 


The fruits of Faith and Unfaith, Truth and Falsehood, (41:33-54, and C. 210). 


C, 209. — Revelation explains, and makes things clear; 

(41:1-32,) It gives the message of hope and mercy, © — 
And it warns men against the snares 
Of Evil. Deny not Allah, the Lord 
Of the Worlds, Whose glory and power 
Are shown in Creation, and His Mercy 
In Revelation. Learn from the fate 
Of the Peoples of old! Learn from the warnings 
Of your own nature: your very limbs 
And faculties, if misused, bear witness 
Against you. Repent ere it be too late. 


1230 


Sirah 41, 
Fussilat (Expounded), or H@ Mim Cli Same PEM 
In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, AT 1 


Most Merciful. oy tnkveral | bs 


1. Ha Mim. sae 


2. A revelation from (Allah),**** Pa el 

Most Gracious, Most aga aki 
Merciful — 

38. A Book, whereof the verses Sd rie 97 ot BH 
Are explained in.detail:~ ale Shes CES 
A Qur'an in Arabic, 2 Sher 945 oe ad 
For people who understand— Ogeles ya) Eve is 

4. Giving Good News AE rE ye 
And Admonition: yet most*** Babys © 
Of them turn away, a prac igean Ais 
And so they hear not. fone Parte SC 

5. Chey say: “Our hearts are*** Zola “et AG; fy 
Under veils, (concealed) ON i 3 

. From that to which thou aa be “s\o | ogt A242: 
Dost invite us, and Asti! wy a) ve 
In our ears is a deafness, ied ed ic 
And between us and thee how yon cay 





4462. Abbreviated Letters: See Introduction to §, 40. See also n. 4582 to 40:8, and n. 4505 to 4% 


4463. In the last Sirah (40:2-3) the revelation was described with reference to some of the qualities of 
Allah from Whom it came. Here it is described mainly with reference to its subject matter. (1) It brings the 
Message of Grace and Mercy; (2) it is not merely a book of Dark Sayings, but everything is explained clearly 
and from various points of view; (3) it is in Arabic, the language of the people among whom it was fin 
promulgated, and therefore easily intelligible to them if they take the trouble to understand; and (4) it open 
the way to Forgiveness through Repentance and gives warning of all spiritual Dangers. 


4464. With all the qualities mentioned in the last note, if men do not profit by its blessings, the fault 
lies in their will: they curn away, and thus fail to hear the voice that calls to them. 


4465. The consequence of their wilful rejection is that a distance is created between Revelation and thee 
for whom it is meant; their ears become deaf, so that the voice falls fainter and fainter on their ears: they 
feel a bar between themselves and the Messenger who comes to teach them (Cf 6:25). 
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Is a screen: so do**** » iS 

Thou (what thou wilt); ail 

For us, we shall do "se 

(What we will!)” iver bo oe 
6. Say thou; “I am EE truar Ad a Eo 

But a man like you:*** SUSE Js 

It is revealed to me 

By inspiration, that your God Jaya esl oe 

Is One God: so stand a5 e+ Bos ok 

True to Him, and ask Tyran pe | pour sae a 

For His forgiveness."**** ae % 

And woe to those who “<a BAN 1077 

Join gods with Allah— isi Nes 
7. Those who practise not NSS YS iI a} 

Regular Charity, and who 

Even deny the Hereafter. . roa iy 

7 2) oe 4 
8. For those who believe PARA KIALA RETA 

And work deeds of righteousness ELAM LEG l pale nll] CD 

Isa reward that will F SE 44 TY, 

Never fail. Opes fat 4) 

SECTION 2. 


’ “ -< sn ~ 
9. Say: Is it that ye pe 2 PSSCENE O TO) 


Deny Him Who created = ae 
The earth in two Days?” Mpa EN Geol 





4466. This is either a superiority complex adopting the sarcastic tone of an inferiority complex, or it 
expresses calculated indifference to spiritual teaching In effect it says: “Our hearts and minds are not intelligent 
enough to understand your noble ideas, nor our ear sufficiently acute to hear their exposition: you and we 
are quite different; there is a gulf between us. Why worry about us? You go your way, and we shall go ours!” 
, 


» 4467. The reply isin effect: that the bringer of the Message is not an angel nor a god, and so there can 
and ought to be no barrier between him and his hearers; but he has been chosen to bring a Message of ‘Truth 
and Hope to them; they should accept the Gospel of Unity, and by Repentance obtain Allah’ Grace and 
Forgiveness. 


” 4468, There is nothing but pity for those who reject Truth, run after false worship, have no sympathy 
or charity for their fellow.men. and even deny that there is any future Life. 


- 4469. But blessed are those who have Faith. They will have a Future and a Bliss that will never fail. 
4470. This is a difficult passage, describing the primal creation of our physical earth and the physical 
heavens around us. If we count the two Days mentioned in this verse, the four Days, mentioned in verse 10. 
ind the two Days mentioned in verse 12, we get a total of eight Days, while in many passages the creation 
fy tated to have taken place in six Days: see 7:54, n. 1031; and $2:4, n. $632. The Commentators understand 
the “four Days” in verse 10 to include the two Days In verse 9, so that the total for the universe comes to six 
Days. This is reasonable, because the processess described in verses 9 and 10 form really one series. In the 
Obe case it is the creation of the formless matter of the earth; in the other case it is the gradual evolution 
‘of the form of the earth, its mountains and seas, and its animal and vegetable life, with the “nourishment 
in due proportion”, proper to each: Cf also 15:19-20. 


Stirah 41: Fussilat 1232 Closet Ashbery 
And do ye join equals Sn pe Ate 
With Him? He is (tail salle 
The Lord of (all) CUB Ae 
The Worlds. Endl alls 

10. He set on the (earth) ES oor 
Mountains standing firm,**” 72 i © 
High above it, (a ISS Ga uy 


And bestowed blessings on 
The earth, and measured therein 


All things to give them BES 


Nourishment in due proportion, a (j “7d 
In four Days,**”? in accordance ep! se 

With (the needs of) ‘ites 
Those who seek (sustenance).**”* ree 


ll. Moreover, He Comprehended**’* 
In His design the sky,**’* 
And it had been (as) smoke: 
He said to it 


LAs 0) 
eo AIG Bay 


And to the earth; - v.08 
“Come ye together, **’® SAGs 
Willingly or unwillingly.” is} aesnlteess 
They said: “We do come Crib : AeA 


(Together), in willing obedience.” 


12. So He completed them 
As seven firmaments 


Pia ae gas 





4471. Cf 18:3 and 16:15, n, 2088. High above it: the highest mountains are 29,000 feet above sea level, 
and the lowest depths of the bottom of the ocean are $1,600 feet below sea level, so that the vertical difference 
between the highest and lowest points on the solid crust of the earth is about 11,5 miles. The highland areas 
ape the main sources of the water supply in all the regions of the earth, and vegetable and animal life depends 
on water supply. 


4472. See n. 4470 above. 


4473. Sailin may mean either (1) those who seek, or (2) those who ask or enquire. If the former meaning 
is adopted, the clause means that everything is apportioned to the needs and appetites of Allah's creatures, 
If the latter, it means that the needs of enquirers are sufficiently met by what is stated here. 


4474. For istawG@ see n. 1386 to 10:3. Cf also 2:29. 


4475. From 79:30 it would appear as if the earth was spread out after the sky was made. In the present 
passage the creation of the earth and the evolution of life on our globe are mentioned first; and the making 
of the sky into the seven firmaments is mentioned last. The two statements are not inconsistent. It is stated 
here that when the sky was made into seven firmaments, it had existed previously as smoke, or vapour, or 
steam, The idea I derive from a collation of the relevant Qur'anic passages is that Allah first created primeval 
matter, which was as yet without order, shape, or symmetry. This state is called Chaos as opposed to Cosmo 
in Greek Cosmogony, The next stage would be the condensation of this primeval matter, into gases, liquids 
or solids: on this subject no precise information is given us: it belongs to the realm of Physics, About the earth 
we are told of four stages or Days, and about the heavens, of two stages or Days, For Days see n. 4477 below 
If these stages proceeded or proceed together in time, it is obvious that cach stage as we know it on earth 
is half as long as cach stage in the heavens, But these are questions of Physics, Astronomy, or Geology, not 
questions of Religion. 

4476. 1 take this to mean that Allah's design in creation was not to keep heaven and earth separate, but 
together, as we indeed are, being part of the solar system, and travellers through space, crossing the path of 
several comets. And all matter created by Allah willingly obeys the laws laid down for it. 
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In two Days**?’? and He od At 27 
Assigned to each heaven Shas SOARS 
Its duty and command. 7ESitek 17. 
And We adorned oF a aon 4 y 
The lower heaven okie we eice. 
With lights, and (provided it)?" SNS, 
With guard, Such tp ae ee 


Is the Decree of (Him) Uaam 5 eaee, 
The Exalted in Might, 


Full of knowledge. geld gal aw ANS 
13. He if they turn away, f SANG 
ay thou: “I have warned " ie vs © 
You of a stunning Punishment fo £4 8s 
(As of thunder and lightning)**”*® tre Nhl ha 
Like that which (overtook) + 357 Rete ac 
The ‘Ad and the Thamid!” RII Dee 7 
14. Behold, the messengers came > ore Fad sera 
To them, from before them***® ree dlets dees lee a3] 
And behind them, (preaching): int tw pire Se ee ge 
“Serve none but Allah.” aul 'Y |! Ay) go 9 
They said, “Tf our Lord EO ar 4c by wr nese 
Had so pleased, He would SIN LAS SSG 
Certainly have sent down angels***! 


2 G 4 1% 
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4477. For “Days”, which may include thousands of years, see 7:54, and n. 103]. They refer to stages in 
the evolution of physical nature, In the Biblical cosmogony, (Gen. 1, and 2:1-7), which reflects old Babylonian 
cosmogony, the scheme is apparently to be taken literally as to days and is as follows: the first day Allah created 
light; the second, the firmament; the third, the earth and vegetation; the fourth, the stam and planets; the 
fifth, fish and fowl from the sea; amd the sixth, cattle, creeping things, beasts on land, and man; on the seventh 
day He ended His work and rested. Our scheme is wholly different. (1) Allah did not rest, and never rests. 
“His Throne doth extend over the heavens and the earth, and He feeleth no fatigue in guarding and preserving 
them”; (2) Allah's work has not ended; His activity still goes on $2:5; 7:54; (3) man in our scheme does not 
come in with land animals; his advent is much later; (4) our stages are not sharply divided from each other, 
asin the above scheme, where the stars and planets having been created on the fourth day, it is not intelligible 
how the first three days were counted, nor how vegetation grew on the third day, Our stages for earth and 
heavens are not in sequence of time for the heavens and the earth. Our six stages are broadly speaking, (1) 
the throwing off of our planet fram cosmic matter; (2) its cooling and condensing; (3) and (4) the growth 
of vegetable and animal life; (5) and (6) the parallel growth of the starry realm and our solar system. 


4478: Cf. 15:17, and n. 195); also $7:6-9.-The transition from the third person (“He completed,’ etc.) 
to the first person (“We adorned,"’etc.) may be noted. The act of creation is an impersonal act: the act of 
adornment and guarding is a personal favour to Allah's creatures. 


4479. See verse 17. below. 


4480. “From before them and behind them’ 1.e., from every side. They were warned from every point 
of view. 


4481. Cf 15:7, n. 1941; 6:8-9, n. 841-842. The ‘Ad had more power and material civilisation than the 
Pagan Arabs contemporary with the Holy Prophet. But:the greater the material civilisation, the greater the 
arrogance as the besetting sin, 
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Now the ‘Ad behaved 
Arrogantly through the land, 
Against (all) cruth and reason," 
And said: “Who is superior 

To us in strength?” What! 

Did they not see that 

Allah, Who created them, 

Was ‘superior to them 

In strength? But they 
Continued to reject Our Signs! 


So We sent against them 

A furious Wind through days” 
Of disaster, that We might 

Give them a taste 

Of a Penalty of humiliation 

In this Life; but the Penalty 

Of che Hereafter will be 

More humiliating still: 

And they will find 

No help. 


As to the Thamtid,““"™ 

We gave them guidance, 
But they preferred blindness 
(Of heart) to Guidance: 

. So the stunning Punishmen 
Of humiliation seized them, 
Because of what they had earned. 


pans 


But We delivered those 
Who believed and practised 
righteousness, 
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4462. Apainct fall) truth and reason: Cf 734. Their esimate of their: own strength wae greater thas 
wai justified by facts, but ifthey had all che strength which they arrogated to themselves, yer how could the 
stand before Allah? 


4483, The detailed story of the ‘Ad and their besetting sin, and the poeaching of their Prophet Hid 
them will be found in 26:125-140; also 7-66-72. and no. 1040, For the furious Wind, Gf S4c19 


4484. The story of the Thamiid usually goes with that of the ‘Ad. Cf $6-140-59: also 7:73-79, and a 1048, 


aS, 


“The stunning: Pundit") deo deadening noises like these of thunder and lightning) or th: 


fit bling of a cerrible earthquakes In 7:78) an earthquake is suggested: see oo. 1047 co chac were, Cficalio’ 
above, 41:18. 
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To everything: He created 323 BW 5% 
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Which ye did entertain SISA, & 
Concerning your Lord, hath Lo -R fe AG. 
Brought you to destruction, BIS 





4486. “Marched tn ranks”: to show their further humiliation; for they will be like prisoners going to 
Punishment. 


4487, All the members of their bodies and the faculties of their minds, which they misused, will bear 
witness against them, Similarly, in 56:65, their hands and their feet bear witness against them. The “skin” 
not only includes the sense of touch (which is so often misused in sex), but also the sense of taste and the 
sense of smell. which are specialised forms of the organ of touch. All the sensory organs, and all their intellectual 
and emotional counterparts advance us by their use and pull us down by their misuse. They become tell-tale 
witnesses against us if abused. 


4488, A new phase of their existence will now dawn on them. They used to think that if they concealed 
their evil deeds from the rest of the world, nothing would happen to them! Bur Allah can give “tongues to 
trees", and can make every fact in life, known and unknown to the world, contribute to the elucidation of 
truth and justice. “Speech” on behalf of their senses and faculties should of course be understood figuratively. 
When we succumb to evil, our limbs and faculties betray us. 


4489. The limbs and faculties will say: “You did not seek to hide your evil from us: in fact you used 
ws for your evil, because we were in your power. Did you not know that Allah knew everything and that our 
knowledge would be evidence against you?” 


4490, “You now see the situation! We were given for your use and service. You misused us, to your own 
utter and irretrievable destruction!” 
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And (now) have ye become 
Of these utterly lost!" 





24. Tf, then, they have patience,‘ ih we ihn 
The Fire will be Vy ns Lt 2 
A Home for them! IGG 
And if they beg is 
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(Then) be received. 
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96. (he Unbelievers say: omy 


“Listen not to this Qur'an,** 
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In the midst 3 Sata 
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4491. Jf they have patience there is sarcasm in the meaning. Let them nowbe impatient; they will soon 
find a home in the Fire of Hell) (they ask for grace'and forgiveness then, it will be too late 


4492- Just as the ideaof happiness in heaven is expremed, not only by individual satisfaction, but by 
congenial society, ao the idea of Punishment in hell is deepened by the Fact that Evil will be made to met 
evil: thor who mace ain fair-seeming in this fife will be there to share in the regrets and mural recrimination 
which will make life a burden, In fact, in these HO Mim verses, the idea of fit companionship for the Good 
and uncongenial company for the Evil, runs like a thread throughout, See Introduction to 5. 40, 


4495. They painted in glowing colours the pleasures of sin in che past and the pleasure of sin in the fucure, 
this practising a double deception, which will now be found ‘out: 


$494. fing seen, 989 co 6:100. All spiriee of wickedness and all men who submitted to them, in the 
past, were under one common sentence, and future generations who embrace evil will also join them. Cy G:1E8, 


4495. The echo bere of verse 25 above completes the argument from another point of view 


4496, A favourite trick of chose who wish to dishonour Revelation is, not only mot to listen to it therelyes, 
but to talk loudly and insolently when it is being read, so that even the true listeners may not be able to perform 
their devotions. They think that they are drowning the voice of Allah) in fact they are piling up misery for 
themselves in the future For Allah's voice can newer be olenced 
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But We will certainly 

Give the Unbelievers a taste 

Of a severe Penalty, 

And We will requite them 

For the worst of their deeds.***’ 


Such is the requital 

Of the enemies of Allah— 
The Fire: therein will be 
For them the Eternal Home: 
A (fit) requital, for 

That they were wont 

To reject Our Signs. 


And the Unbelievers will say: 
“Our Lord! Show us those,‘**’* 
Among Jinns and men, 

Who misled us: we shall 
Crush them beneath our feet, 
So that they become 

The vilest (before all).” 


. Jn the case of those 


Who say, “Our Lord 

Is Allah’, and, further,**** 
Stand straight and steadfast, 
The angels descend on them 
(From time to time): 

“Fear ye not!" (they suggest), 
“Nor grieve! But receive 

The Glad Tidings 

Of the Garden (of Bliss), 
That which ye were promised! 


“We are your protectors**”® 
In this life and 
In the Hereafter: 
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4497. Nothing that they can do, however outrageous, will escape its fit punishment. And to reject Allah's 
‘Signs is to shut the very door to His Grace and Mercy. 


4498. It is one of the qualities of sin and all evil, that it wishes to drag down others in its own camp. 
and rejoices to see them humiliated and disgraced, just as, in the opposite case, the good rejoice to help and 
honour others and make them happy wherever they can. Cf 6:112-115, 


4499. The people who succeed in eternal Life are those who recognise and understand the one and only 
Eternal Reality, that is Allah, and further shape their probationary Life firmly and steadfastly on the principles 
of that Truth and Reality. They will have their friends and protectors in the good angels, in contrast to the 
evil ones, who will have no friendship or protection, but only the reproaches of the Evil Ones, 


4500. “Protectors”: a key-thought for the Ha Mim Siirahs Cf n. 4492 to 41:25 above, and n, 4505 to 
41:4 below. 
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Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful!” epee) ® 


C. 210. — The best of men is the man of Faith, 
(41:38-54.) Who calls all men to share his Faith, 
Whose life is pure, and whose law of life 
Is the Will of Allah. Eschew all evil, 
And adore Allah, and Him alone. 
His Signs are everywhere, and His Message 
Is the same through al] the ages, a guide 
And a healing to those who believe. 
Dispute not, but live mghteousness. 
Knowledge belongs to Allah, but Falsehood 
Deprives man of hope, humility, 
And clear sight, and drives him to 
Hypocrisy. So turn to Truth, and live. 
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4501, Cf. 21-102, 43:71, 52:22. [Eds.). 


4502. Cf. 3:198. Through Allah's infinite Mercy and Forgiveness, they will now be in the position of guess 
to Host, and will receive unnumbered gifts out of all proportion to their own merits. 


4508. Better in speech: i.¢., speaks better counsel; or is more worthy of being listened to, That his word 
reaches the highest mark of human speech is evidenced by three facts: (1) that he calls all to the Truth of 
Allah, showing that his thoughts are not centered on himself; (2) every deed of his is righteousness, showing 
that there is no divergence between his preaching and his conduct; and (3) he completely associates himself 
with the Will of Allah, showing that he is the full embodiment of Islam. What a fine description of the Holy 
Prophet! 


4504. You do not return good for evil, for there is no equality or comparison between the two. You repel 
or destroy evil with something which is far better, just as an antidote is better than poison. You foil hated 
with love. You repel ignorance with knowledge, folly and wickedness with the friendly message of Revelation. 
The man who was in the bondage of sin, you not only liberate from sin, but make him your greatest friend 
and helper in the cause of Allah! Such is the alchemy of the Word of Allah! (Cf. 25:96, 28:54, and 42:40), 
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And thee was hatred 
Become as it were 
Thy friend and intimate!**®* 
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$5. And no one will be **°* 
Granted such goodness 
Except those who exercise 
Patience and self-restraint — 
None but persons of 
The greatest good fortune. 


56. And if (at any time) 
An incitement to discord**®’ 


Is made to thee Brevi yee A 
By the Evil One, Cag eee 
Seek refuge in Allah. WAG-e + Lt 
He is the One Pr\eeen' 
Who hears and knows aed 
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$7. Among His Signs are**** 
Night and the Day, 

And the Sun and the Moon. 
Adore not the sun 
And the moon, but adore 
Allah, Who created them, 
If it is Him ye wish 
To serve. 


$8. But if the (Unbelievers) 
Are arrogant, (no matter):**** 





4505. Hamim: the keyword of the Ha Mim Siirahs. See n. 4500 above, and Introduction to S. 40. 


4506. The moral standard referred to in the last verse can only be reached by the exercise of the highest 
patience and self-restraint. All sorts of human weaknesses and counsels of pseudo-wisdom and “self-respect” 
will keep breaking in, but resist them as suggestions of Evil (see next verse). If you reach anywhere near that 
high standard, you will be indeed most fortunate in a spiritual sense, for Allah's Revelation will have made 
you great and free. 


4507. Nazagha has in it the idea of discord, slander, disharmony, as well as incitements to such disturbances 
in the soul. They can only proceed from evil, and should be resisted with the help of Allah. See also last note. 


4508. Night and Day are opposites, and yet, by the alchemy of Allah, they can both subserve the purpose 
of human good, because the Night can give rest while the Day can promote activity. The Sun and the Moon 
are similarly complementary. So, in moral and spiritual affairs, seeming opposites may by Allah's alchemy 
be made to subserve the purposes of Good, They are but instruments; Allah is the Cause. Adore Allah, and 
not the things which He has created, Use the things which He has created, but do not adore them. 


4509. It does not in any way affect Allah if men rebel against Him. It is men’s own loss. Allah's glory 
is being celebrated night and day by angels and men who receive the privilege of approaching His presence. 
To them it is a delight and an honour to be in the sunshine of Truth and Happiness. 
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For in the presence 

Of thy Lord are those 
Who celebrate His praises 
By night and by day. 
And they never flag 

(Nor feel themselves 
Above it). 



























Reisttiee 


“. fres +? 
eye ik 


39. And among His Signs 
Is this: thou seest 
The earth barren and desolate;**” 
But when We send down 
Rain to it, it is stirred 
To life and yields increase. 
Truly, He Who gives life**" 
To the (dead) earth 
Can surely give life 
To (men) who are dead. 
For He has power 


Over all things. 
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41. Those who reject the Message** 
When it comes to them 
(Are not hidden from Us). 
And indeed it is a Book 
Of exalted power. 
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4510. Evil makes of the souls of men what drought makes of land: it kills life, beauty, and fruitfulnen, 
Allah's Word in the spiritual world has the same wonderful effect as rain has on barren land; it gives fife 
beauty, and fruitfulness, And the effect of Allah's Word is also seen through the lives of men who repel oil 
with what is better. They also convert dead souls (which harbour spite and hatred) into living souls, which 
power edie carey yw, setmnifinate and help in carrying out Allah's beneficent Purpose. 


4511. Why should we wonder then at wr 9a ren eri cemmaadh to whether in our probationary lives here 
or in the eternal life of the Hereafter. 


4512. Pervert the Truth in Our Signs: either by corrupting the scriptures or turning them to false and 
selfish uses; or by neglecting the Signs of Allah in nacure around them, or silencing His voice in their own 
conscience. Everything is known to Allah. Why not work for true salvation at the final Judgement? 


4518. Mere rejection by men will not silence the Signs of Allah, which will work unintermittently and 
with the fullest potency. 
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From before or behind it:**" 
It is sent down 

By One Full of Wisdom, 
Worthy of all Praise. 


Nothing is said to thee 

That was not said 

To the messengers before thee:**"* 
That thy Lord has 

At His command (all) Forgiveness 
As well as a most 

Grievous Penalty. 


. Had We sent this as 


A Qur'an (in a language)**"* 
Other than Arabic, they would 
Have said: “Why are not 

Its verses explained in detail? 
What! (a Book) not in Arabic? 
And (a Messenger) an Arab?” 
Say: “It is a guide 

And a healing to those 

Who believe; and for those 
Who believe not, there is 

A deafness in their ears,**"’ 
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45. We certainly gave Moses 


The Book aforetime: but disputes 
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4514. Allah's Truth is fully guarded on all sides. No one can get the better of it by attacking it from 
before or behind it, openly or secretly, or in any way whatever. 





4515. The gist of Allah's Message, now, before, and for ever, is the same: Mercy to the erring and repentant; 
just punishment to chose who wilfully rebel against Allah. 


4516. Cf 16:103-105; 12:2; etc. It was most natural and reasonable that the Messenger being Arab, the 
Message should be in his own tongue, that he might explain it in every detail, with the greatest power and 
eloquence. Even though it was to be for the whole world, its initial exposition was thus to be in Arabic. But 
if people had no faith and were spiritually deaf or blind, it would not matter in what language it came. 


4517. Cf 41:5, and 6:25. They pretended that it was too deep for them, when they meant that they were 
superior to it! The fact was that by putting themselves in an artificially false position, they rendered themselves 
impervious to the Message. The voice of Revelation or the voice of conscience sounded to them as if it came 
from « far-off place! They themselves made themselves strangers to jit, 
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4518. Callousness and self-sufficiency in religion are often illustrated by sects like the Pharisees and Sadducees 
among the Jews, Where there are honest differences of opinion, they can, in Allah's Plan, lead to greater enquiry 
and emulation, Where the differences are fractious, there is often even then time left for repentance. In any 
case the Word or Decree of Allah is for the best good of all, and should not disturb Faith. Cf. 10:19. A good 
life, of faith and truth, is in our own interests, and the opposite against our own interests. Allah is never unjust, 


4519. There are profound myseries which the knowledge of man cannot fathom but which are all open 
knowledge to'Allah, because He plans, guides and controls all things. The precise time of the Hour of Judgement 
is one of these, We are not to dispute about matters like these, which are matters of speculation as far as human 
intelligence is concerned. Such speculations ruined the Ummah of Moses, and set them on the arid path of 
doubts and controversies, Our task isto do our duty and love Allah and man (see the last two verses). Cf also Zio. 


4520. When the final restoration of true values comes, all falsehood will be exposed openly and publicly, 
The false gods will vanish, and their falsehood will be acknowledged by those who had lapsed from true worship, 
But it will be too late then for repentance: 
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4521. Not only is man prone to doubts and speculations in matters beyond his ken, thus disturbing the 
even tenor of his spiritual life: he is apt to run inte opposite extremes in his daily experiences in this life. 
He is always hankering after the good thingy of this life. They are not all good for him. If he receives a little 
check, even though it may be to bring him to his bearings and turn his thoughts to higher things, he is apt 
to fall into despair, 


4522. When men entertain false ideas of values in life, there are two or three possible attitudes they may 
adopt in reaction to their experiences. In the first place, their desire may be inordinate for the good things 
of this life, and any little check brings them into a mood of despair. See last note. In the second place, if 
their desire is granted, they are puffed up, and think that everything is due to their own cleverness or merit, 
and they forget Allah, Not only that, but they go a step further, and begin to doubt a Hereafter at all! If 
by chance they have a faint glimmering of the Hereafter, which they cannot help recognising, they think themselves 
“favoured of Heaven”, because of some small fayours given to them in this life by way of wial. Thus they curn 
all things, good or evil, away from their real purpose, because they are devoted to falsehood. 


4528, The last verse and note dealt with men’s distortion of the values of life. Here we come to men's 
ingratitude and hypocrisy, If they receive good, they go farther away from Allah, instead of coming nearer 
to him. If they suffer ill, they call on Allah and offer prolonged prayers, but it is not sincere devotion and 
therefore worthless. 


4524. Cf 17-83. 
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INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 42—AL SHURA 


This is the third Sirah of the Ha Mim series of seven Surahs, for which see the Introduction 
to S. 40. 


The theme is how evil and blasphemy can be cured by the Mercy and Guidance of Allah, 
which come through His Revelation. Men are asked to settle their differences in patience by mutual 
‘Consultation (42:38); which explains the title of the Sirah. 


Summary—The Contrast of blasphemy and disputation against Revelation, Unity, and Faith, 
as relying on the Signs and the Mercy of Allah (42:1-29, and C. 211). 


Evil comes through men’s own deeds, of which they cannot avoid the consequences, but 
Guidance comes through Allah's Mercy and Revelation (42:30-5$, and C. 212). 


C. 211.—Inspiration is part of the Glory and Goodness 
(42:1-29.) Of Allah. His Unity is shown 

In His Creation; yet man will turn 
To false gods, and dispute about Religion. 
Faith has been one at all times, 
But sects and divisions rose through selfish 
Contumacy. Let all contention cease, 
And conduct weighed by the just balance 
Of Allah’s Word, The just and the unjust 
Will all be brought before Allah, Whose Mercy 
And Bounty are writ large in the Signs 
In His marvellous Creation—one, yet diverse! 


Stirah 42. 
Al Shiira (Consultation) Sei =k 
In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, cA ¢ 
Most Merciful. eI 
1, Ha Slim +3 AE. 
2. ‘Ain Sin Qaps” , == 
3. Thus doth (He) send Aion 2 clic 
Inspiration to thee. ., cop His .@) 
As (He did) to those before Me Weegee! 2% 
thee —*st8 Marval 
Allah, Exalted in Power, POT -ttste 
Full of Wisdom. sx Vall 
4. To Him belongs all Ta EN AZ 
That is in the heavens Maso stata © 
And on earth: and He De yi ps 
Is Most High, Most Great.**** pall 
5. The heavens are almost 7 2 <r aires 
Rent asunder from above them***® cia 26S © 
(By His Glory): 7 ee 
And the angels celebrate S45 ve 
The Praises of their Lord, » 0% 2o Cwisno Ate 
And pray for forgiveness 6 Oe ee K sa 
For All beings on earth:**" et ay wt. % 
Behold! Verily Allah is He, wl SeSy ae 


The Oft-Forgiving, 


Most Merciful. nod ial ead “sh 


4526. See Introduction to $. 40, paragraphs 2-4. 





4527. This Sirah has a double set of Abbreviated Letters, one in the first verse, and one in this second 
verse. No authoritative explanation of this second set is available, and I refrain from speculation. See Appendix L 


4528. Inspiration is full of Power and Wisdom, and both these qualities are derived from the Power and 
Wisdom of Allah, Unlike human power, this Power is necessarily good and merciful; unlike human wisdom, 
this Wisdom is necessarily complete and indisputable. 


4529. We cannot conceive the distance which separates the Most High from the highest of His creatures 
Allah Most Great from the greatest of the beings that we can imagine. The highest heavens are mentioned 
in the next verse, as well as the noblest creatures that we can imagine, the angels. 


4530. How can we conceive of sublimity and greatness in a higher degree than this, that the highest heavens 
are almost ready to burst asunder by His Glory, which is higher than all? 


4551. The angels are the noblest and purest beings of whom we can conceive. They reflect on the one 
side Allah's Glory and Praise, and on the other, two other attributes of Allah, that look towards His erring 
creatures, viz.: Forgiveness and Mercy, The two sets of attributes are complementary. They thus proclaim in 
their own being and in their prayers the Greatness and unbounded Goodness of Allah. 
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4532. We now come to the contrast, the folly and ingratitude of man. But that cannot escape its final 
doom in the Universal Plan of Allah. Only Judgement rests with Allah. A Prophet is not responsible for the 
conduct of men, in a system which permits some limited free will and personal responsibility. 


4553. The point of the Qur'an being in Arabic is that it is plain and intelligible to the people through 
whom and among whom it was promulgated; see next clause. 


4534. The City of Makkah. See n. 915 to 6:92, This is undoubtedly a Makkan verse. Even apart from 
the Qiblah, Makkah is the centre of Islam, and “all around her” is the whole world. 


4555. The contrast is again emphasised, as explained in the Summary, 


4536. Cf 5:48, and n. 761. It is one of the Signs of Allah that He has made us different, that we may 
be tried in the exercise of our will, and that we may reach, through righteousness and Faith, our highest 
development, and enjoy His gifts of Mercy and Grace. But we must not become contentious, and fall into 
evil; we must understand our own limitations. Otherwise we shall lose His grace and protection. 


4537. There can be no greater ingratitude or blasphemy than to worship false gods, or to seek protection 
from things that have no power, when Allah—Who has power over all things —is always seeking to protect 
and cherish His creatures, and placing in their way all the means for attaining the best in them. 
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4538. In the highest issues of life men may see things differently. If their differences arise merely from 
selfish motives, or narrowness of vision, they are sinning against their own souls. If their differences arise from 
sincere but mistaken notions, their proper course is not to form divisions and sects, or to increase contention 
and hatred among men, but to leave all things to Allah, peri, Aa rece tge la anyon ry 
The final decision in all things is with Him. 


4539. The mystery of sex has not only its physical aspects, but its moral and spiritual aspects, and therefore 
mankind is in this respect differentiated from the lower animals, and among mankind the grades and qualities 
are suggested by the phrase ‘from among yourselves". As regards cattle, they are specially mentioned among 
the animals, as having special relations with man and specially subserving his needs, not only in the physical 
sphere, but also in the matter of transport, which is the key to all civilisation and culture: Cf 36:71-75; ale 
25:21-22, where they are compared to ships, the symbol of international intercourse. 


4540. “Sustenance’, here as elsewhere, stands for all things that support every phase of life, physical, soaal, 
intellectual, or spiritual. Cf. 10:59, n. 1447, The source of all gifts is Allah; His bounty is inexhaustible, and 
He gives to all; but He does not give to all in the same measure, because, out of the fullness of His knowledge 
and wisdom, He can judge best what is best for any of His creatures (see also n. 4554 and n. 4740). 
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4541. Allah's Religion is the same in essence, whether given, for example, to Noah, Abraham, Moses, 
ot Jesus, or to our Holy Prophet. The source of unity is the revelation from Allah, In Islam it is “established” 
as an institution, and does not remain merely a vague suggestion. 


4542. Faith, Duty, or Religion, is not a matter to dispute about, The formation of sects is against the 
yery principle of Religion and Unity, What we should strive for is steadfastness in duty and faith, and unity 
among mankind, 


4543. Unity, unselfishness, love for Allah and man—these things are inconsistent with selfish 
aggtandizement, unjust suppression of our fellow-creatures, false worship, and false conduct to our brethren. 
Hence the Gospel of Unity, though it is in complete accord with the pure pattern after which Allah made 
us, is yet hard to those who love self and falsehood. But Grace is free to all, and in His wise Plan. He will 
specially select Teachers to show the Way to humanity, and no one who turns to Him will lack guidance. 


4544. Cf. 20218. If you reject Truth after it has reached you, it can only be through selfish contumacy or envy. 


4545, Cf 10:19, and n, 1407, Allah's decree has allowed a certain Term during which a sinner has the 
chance of repentance and forgiveness, Were it not so, sin would be punished at once, and the matter would 
be decided straightaway. So also, when people reject Truth from selfish or contumacious motives, they get 
rope: perchance they may repent, 
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4546, Cf. 14:9 and'n. 1884. “Those who have inherited the Book" are the People of the Book, of the 
ages since the Book or Revelation came to them, Referring to the Jews and Christians contemporary with our 
Prophet, how true it is that they were broken up into hostile sects which hated and persecuted each other! 
Islam came to unite them, and it did. For the present phases of Christianity and Judaism are of later growth. 


4547. How beautifully the mission of Islam is commended in this verse! (1) the more sectarianism and 
division there is in the world, the more need is there for the Gospel of Unity. (2) It must steadfastly pursue 
its way. (3) It must not be deflected by wordly or political motives. (4) Its faith must be directly in Allah and 
in Allah's Revelation. “The Book", mentioned here, covers all the revelations sent by Allah to His prophew. 
(5) It must judge justly between warring factions, as the Religion of Peace and Unity. 


4548. The mission of Islam is further described. (6) The God whom it preaches is not an exclusive God: 
He is the Lord of the Worlds: to any given person, of whatever faith, ‘He is your Allah, as well as mine’ (7) 
Our faith is not a question of words; it is deeds which decide; each one of us has personal reponsibility for 
his own conduct. (8) There is no cause of contention whatever, when we preach Unity, Truth, and the Hereafter 
(9) If you have doubts, the final arbiter is Allah, and His Throne is our Goal. 


4549. After He has been accepted. The disputants are the Unbelievers who pugnaciously assault the minds 
of Believers after the Believers have by conviction accepted Faith in Allah as leading to spiritual Light. Such 
disputation is futile. An inner spiritual experience can never be shaken by dialectical assaults. On the contrary 
such disputations recoil on the heads of those who indulge in them. Allah's Wrath is on them in this life 
and the terrible Penalty of the Hereafter must inevitably follow their evil plots against Truth. 
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4550. Revelation is like a balance, an instrument placed by Allah in our hands, by which we can weigh 
all moral issues, all questions of right and wrong in conduct, We must do so constantly. For the Judgement 
in any given case may come at any time: it may be quite near, and we must always be prepared. The Balance 
may also refer to the God-given faculty by which man can judge between right and wrong. 


4551. The Unbelievers do not believe in Judgement and laugh at it. They say defiantly, “If there is to 
be a punishment, let it come at once!” The threefold answer to this will be found in n. 1810 to 13:6. With 
those who believe, the case is different. They know that the Hereafter is an awful Reality, and prepare for 
it, They see clearly on what a wrong track the scoffers are! 


4552. Latif: so kind, gracious, and understanding, as to bestow gifts finely suited to the needs of the 
recipients. For the various meaning of Latif, see n. 2844 to 22:63. Cf also 12:100. 


4553. “Servants” here seems to include all men, just and unjust, for Allah provided for them all (C/. 
42:7, 50:29, and 51:56). 


4554. Sustenance, t.e., provision for all needs, physical, moral, spiritual, etc. “To whom He pleases” is 
not restrictive, but modal. ‘Allah provides for all, but His provision is according to His wise Will and Plan, 
and not according to people's extravagant demands’ He can provide for all, because He has complete power 
and can carry out His Will. A further commment will be found in the next verse (Cf n. 4540 and n. 4740). 
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4555. The parable is from the efforts of the husbandman, who ploughs and prepares the soil, sows the 
seed, weeds in due season, and reaps the harvest. You reap as you sow. But Allah will add manifold advantage 
for spiritual tilth. To those who are only engrossed in the vanities of this world, something may accrue in 
this world, bur the spiricual world is closed to them, 


-4556, Nothing can exist without the permission of Allah, Can people, who indulge in false worship ay; 
“Why does Allah permit it?” The answer is: “a certain latitude is allowed with the grant of a limited form 
of free will. When the time for Judgement comes, the Punishment is sure.” See n. 1810 to 15:6. Decree (or 
Word) of Judgement? See n. 1407 to 10:19. 


4557, The chief feature of the punishment of wrongdoing is that the minds of the wrongdoers are haunted 
with terror on account of their own guilty conscience. They cannot possibly escape the weight of that terror 


4558, In contrast with the withering terror of the wrongdoers is the case and rational happiness of thox 
who do good. “On them shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve” (2:38). Their wills will have been purified, 
and they shall haye all that they shall desire, “before their Lord’, That is, their highest Bliss will be che sight 
of their Lord. No higher Bounty can they wish for. 
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4559. Heaven may be pictured to our minds in various forms. This is one of the highest, and Allah announces 
it freely to the righteous, 


4560. No sort of tangible reward does the man of God ask for proclaiming the Glad Tidings of Allah 
But at least he has the right to ask that his kith and kin should not persecute him and put all sorts of obstacles 
in his way, as did the Quraysh against the Holy Prophet. The love of kindred may be extended to mean the 
love of our common humanity, for all mankind are brothers descended from Adam. Everyone can understand 
the ordinary love of kindred. (R). 


4561, Cf 35:29-30, and notes $915 (for increase) and $917 (for Allah's appreciation of service), 


4562, If anyone has a doubt about a prophet's mission, let him look at the prophet’s life, at his work, 
at his character, Allah loves Truth, not Falsehood, Allah's aid goes with Truth, not with Falsehood. The beauty 
and power of Allah's Word cannot be found in Falsehood. The false man’s heart would be sealed, not expanded 
to new heights, as is chat of the Message-bearer of Allah. 


45638. Whatever the sin. Allah's Mercy is open to sincere Repentance, at all times, until the decree of 
condemnation issues. 


4564. ‘To the prayers of the righteous He listens, and He gives them of His Bounty beyond their deserts. 
Every time they do a little good, they are increased in their goodness. Every right impulse or aspiration is 
urengthened and leads to progressive spiritual advancement. 
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4565. It may be objected that all prayers, even of good people, are not answered, The reply is: (1) that 
even everyone whois good does not necessarily know what is best for him, for the values in this life are curiously 
distorted; and (2) on account of their want of knowledge, if everyone got all he asked for, there would be 
chaos and confusion, and "transgression beyond bounds through the earth", for the different interests are w 
intermingled and balanced that some measure must be observed in granting people's wishes. This measure 
is best supplied by the watchful care of Allah and His perfect knowledge of all our real needs. 


4566, As He pleases is here almost equivalent to as He thinks best. 


4567, That men should get such a blessing as rain when they expect it according to ordinary calculation 
of probabilities does not impress them, as it is a daily occurrence. But Allah's mercy is more than this ij 
comes to our aid even when all hope is lost, and gives us new chances and new openings where we least expect 
them. His quality of cherishing and protecting His creatures is always active, and what higher praise can we giv! 


4568. D&bbatun: beasts, living, crawling creatures of all kinds: see n. 166 to 2:164. Similarly in 24:45, 
and other passages, the word is used for living creatures of all kinds, life generally, whose materia! bass 4 
the mysterious thing which science calls protoplasm. The more our biological knowledge increases, the mor 
do we marvel at the unity of Life on the one hand, and its diversity on the other. 


4569. Life is not confined to our one little Planet. It is a very old speculation to imagine some life like 
human life on the planet Mars. Though no scientific demonstration is possible, it is reasonable to suppow 
that Life in some form or other is scattered through some of the millions of heavenly bodies scattered through 
space, What a wonderful Sign of Allah! che Almighty Who created such countless beings has surely the pow 
to bring them together. 


Sirah 42: Al Shura 1255 Seb  PAedekel 


Has Power to gather them Z Gji AO 4c 
Ybeéther when Me’ wills. de EAN) pga de 


C. 212.—What we call the ills of life is due 
(42:30-53.) To our own ill-deeds, and many of them 
Are forgiven by Allah. His Plan can never 
Be frustrated. This Life is but a stage 
Of convenience: live true and resist 
All wrong, but learn the best way to do so, 
On Allah rely; else no protector — 
Will you find. Allah's Revelation 
Comes as a Guide and Mercy: it shows 
The Straight Way, the Way of Allah All-Wise. 


SECTION 4, 
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4570. All evil, all sorrow, all pain and affliction, are things not normal, things twisted from the pure 
and holy nature as created by Allah's hands. As far as man is concerned, his misfortunes are but the consequences 
of the things he has done, He mus bear personal reponsibiliry for them and not throw the blame on others. 


4571. Every evil deed or word or thought must have its evil consequences: but if Allah forgives anything — 
and He forgives much —let no one imagine that he has defeated—or can defeat—Allah's Will or Plan. The 


only help or protection that is possible is from Allah. Cf 29:22. 


4572. The great and stately ships are appealed to again and again as being among the Signs of Allah, 
from many aspects. The aspect referred to here is how the great sailing ship runs prosperously as ong as “the 
breath of heaven fill the sail”, and what a miserable helpless creature she becomes when she once becomes 
becalmed. Students of English literature will remember the striking picture which Coleridge draws in his “Rime 
of the Ancient Mariner” The becalmed ship is as it were in the grip of Death because of the crime which 
the sailor had committed, and his mind feels psychologically the full force of the Sign. By analogy we can 
apply this to other craft: the steamer is not free from other dangers of the sea, nor aircraft from numerous 
dangers of the air. 
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84. Or He can cause them 
To perish because of 
The (evil) which (men) 
Have earned; but much 
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35. But let those know, who**"* 
Dispute about Our Signs, 
That there is for them 
No way of escape. 


56. Shhatever-ye are given (here) 
‘Ts (but) a convenieuce*"™ 
Of this Life; burt chat 
Which is with Allah 
Is better and more lasting: 
. (It is) for these who believe**™ 
And put their trust 
Tn their Lord; 
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Even then forgive: 
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4579. Lf we study such Signe in ihe right spirli, we learn the highest lemons for oor epirinual life: on the 
one hand, patient perseverance with reliance on Allah. and on the other a feeling or accivede of grateful thinly 
to Allah, chat He enables sto achieve so much in splie of our shortcomings, and forgives in us ao mack 


4874. Uf we creat Allah's Signs in the wrong spirit, Le. contumaciously reject chem or constantly dope 
about them inaicad of crying w underwand them, we are inld chat such cactics will avail us nothing: we cane 
escape the consequences of our sina The only way to eecape by repentance on our part and the grant o 
mercy by Allah, 
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far more momentous and permanent, 


4676, The higher andmore permanent gifts hich come from Allah’ Presence are for those who teh 
worthip and serve Allah, These are described by nine of their characteristics: ex, (1) they have Fait: wed 
be fellows thac(2) they trust, im Allah, instead: of punning after false standards of valued (5) they cachew be 
more arrows offences against Allah's Law. and of course keep clear of any offences against sex (“sharneful ceeds’) 
(4) while knowing that they are not themarlves perfect, they are ready to forgive oben. even though thy 
are Sépely cried: with anger and-prevocation: for the, reat seem. 4578. 


4577. Here wt are speaking of the ordinary man of woman who tries to follow Allah Law he of ie 
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4578. Continuing the enumeration of the characteristics described in n. 4576. above, we have the following 
further qualities in those who wish to serve Allah. (5) They are ready at all times to hearken to Allah's Signs, 
or to listen to the admonitions of prophets of Allah, and to follow the true Path, as they understand it: (6) 
they keep personal contact with Allah, by habits of Prayer and Praise; (7) their conduct in life is open and 
determined by mutual Consultation between those who are entitled to a voice, ¢.g., in private domestic affairs, 
as between husband and wife, or other responsible members of the household: in affairs of business, as between 
partners or parties interested: and in State affairs, as between rulers and ruled, or as between different 
departments of administration, to reserve the unity of administration: (8) they do not forget Charity, or the 
help due to their weaker brethren, out of the wealth or gifts or talents or opportunities, which Allah had 
provided for themselves: and (9) when other people use them despitefully, they are not cowed down or terrorised 
into submission and acceptance of evil, but stand up for their rights within the limits mentioned in verse 40. (R). 

4579. Consultation. This is the keyword of the Sirah, and suggests the ideal way in which a good man 
should conduct his affairs, so that, on the one hand, he may not become too egotistical, and, on the other, 
he may not lightly abandon the responsibilities which devolve on him as a Personality whose development 
counts in the sight of Allah. See the points in head (7) under n, 4578 above. This principle was applied to 
its fullest extent by the Holy Prophet in his private and public life, and was fully acted upon by the carly 
rulers of Islam. Modern representative government is an attempt — by no means perfect — to apply this principle 
in State affairs. See my Religion Polity of Islam 

4580. This follows from the high value attached to an individual soul's Personality in Islam. C/- last note. 
There are four possible situations that may arise: an individual may have to wand up against an oppressor 
(1) for his own trampled rights, or (2) for che rights of other within his ken; or (3).a community may have 
similarly to stand up for its own rights collectively; or (4) for the rights of others, Nos, 2, $. and 4 are considered 
highly meritorious for all, though few have the courage or the spirit to rise to so high a standard. No. 1 is 
specially liable to abuse on account of man’s selfishness; Nos. 2, $ and 4 are also abused by men pretending 
to motives of public good when they are serving their own personal interests or idiosyncracies; hence the 
qualifications mentioned in the next four verses and the notes thereto. 

4581. See last note. When you stand up for rights, either on private or public grounds, it may be through 
processes of law, or by way of private defence insofar as the law permits private action, but in all cases you 
must not seck a compensation greater than the injury suffered. The most you can do is to demand equal redress, 
i¢. a harm equivalent to the harm done to you. Even this may serve to curb your unregenerate soul, or a 
tommunity bent on revenge. But the ideal mode is not to slake your thirst for vengeance, but to follow better 
ways leading to the reform of the offender or his reconciliation. See 41:34, and 23:96, You can take steps to 

prevent repetition, by physical or moral means; the best moral means would be to turn hatred into friendship 
peattionaieeed, vlan ln tlhe Die We ai SARNN AI a WP MOlg LNA PSOE 
for it. wins the good pleasure of Allah. 

But this active righting of wrongs, whether by physical or by moral or spiritual means, bent pine 
as better, is an antithesis to the monkish doctrine, when you are smitten on one cheek, to turn the other also, 
This would not suppress, but encourage wrongdoing, It is practised by none but poltroons, and is preached 
only by hypocrites, or men who want to make slaves or others by depriving them of the power of self-defence. 
ltoccurs in two of the four canonical Gospels (Mate, 5:39, and Lake 6:29), but we need not therefore assume 
that it was preached by Jesus. 


40. The recompense for an injury 
Is an injury equal thereto*™ 
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4582. To love Allah is the highest motive of our conduct, for it leads to the love of Allah's creatures; 
to win the approbation and love of Allah, is the highest reward, far transcending any compensation or satisfaction 
we can obtain in this life. 


4583. Allah does not love those who do wrong. If, therefore, we tolerate wrong, or encourage wrong by 
allowing it to run rampant when we can prevent it, we fail in our duty to Allah. 


4584. Such people are not to be blamed, though they are following the lower law, The blame is on tho 
who arrogantly ride roughshod over the land, oppressing people with grievous wrong. See next verse. 


4585. The fact that men seek the lower rather than the higher Law is itself a result of arrogant wrongdoing 
of which the type was the Pharaoh who claimed to be “your Lord Most High" and oppressed the Israelites, 
and kept his own people under slavery and subjection, and the false glamour of magic and deception. 


4586. It is harder to be patient and forgive, and yet to get wrongs righted, as was done by the Holy Prophet, 
than to bluster about and “punish the guilty” or “teach them lessons”. It may look like futility or lack of purpose, 
but in reality it is the highest and noblest form of courage and resolution. And it may carry out the purpow 
of reform and the suppression of evil even better than stern punishment. The gentleness of innocence often 
“persuades where stronger measures fail.” But of course circumstances alter cases, and there is some allowance 
also to be made for the personal equation of the men you have to deal with: in some cases severity may be 
called for, but it should be from a strict judicial motive, and not merely from personal anger or spite or lower 


motive in disguise. 
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4587. When the actual consequences of evil are in sight, the foolish sinner wishes that it were possible 
to get back to the life of probation, But he neglected or abused it and rejected Allah's Grace all the time. 
How can he then be restored to a closed chapter of his life? 


4588. They were very arrogant in their probationary life. Now will they be humbled to the dust. And 
they will be in utter despair and misery. They will not be able to see the favours and good things of the other 
life (Cf. 20:124-126), Even their misery, which will face them as a terrible Reality, they will only be able to 
look at askance, so thoroughly cowed will be their spirit. 


4589. This will be their thought, and their realised experience; ‘after all, any troubles and sorrows, any 
persecutions and taunts which they suffered in the life of probation from the enemies of truth, were of no 
consequence; the rea! loss was that revealed at the Judgement at the restoration of true values; the wicked 
and the arrogant have lost their own souls, and have brought to perdition all who attached themselves to them 
and followed their evil ways; and this Penalty is one that will endure! How much more real it is!’ 


4590. The argument begun in verse 44 above is here rounded off. ‘If once men finally cut themselves 
aff from Allah's guidance and care, they will have no protection whatever. All their false objects of worship 
will only mislead them further and further. How they will wish the fact blotted out when they are in sight 
of Judgement, and vainly wish for time to be reversed! They will be in the Fire, while the men whom they 
despised and rejected will have reached the final Goal! For them there will be no such way!’ 


4591. The Day of Judgement is inevitable. Allah has ordained it, and it cannot in any way be put back. 
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Any room for denial*®** 

(Of your sins)! 


If then they turn away, 
We have not sent thee 

As a guard over them.** 
Thy duty is but to convey 
(The Message). And truly, 
When We give man 

A taste of a Mercy**** 
From ourselves, he doth 
Exult thereat, but 

When some ill happens 


Ceilie Pky 


s G oa 
stile 
petert 


Die AR ie 
Te 
Syl BG5 


Eee 


To him, on account srtepitele dye 4 7 
Of the deeds which castle, g AR acl 
His hands have sent forth, 


pes 
Truly then is man ungrateful! Soo ~ Ye eeal 


NGS Aes @ 
ES TS IOs pres AGC Be 
BS citer 


4592. At judgement no one can escape Ene Coonan nesiece Ck Dna. Coss oF Guns. ANd Rae On 
them or deny them, or by any chance pretend that they do not apply to him. 


49. To Allah belongs the dominion 
Of the heavens and the earth. 
He creates what He wills**** 
(And plans), He bestows 
(Children) male or female 
According to His Will (and Plan), 





4595. The warning is now given, that men may repent.and do good, and pray for Allah's Mercy and 
Grace. If the warning is not heeded or is rejected, the prophet of Allah is not responsible for bringing about 
the Penalty or for forcing people to come to the right Path. He is not # guard set over them to free them 
from the need of exercising their limited free will. (R). : 


4594, Cf $0:36. It is a sad reflection that men, when they receive some gift out of Allah's Mercy, exult 
in their good fortune and attribute it to some merit in themselves, instead of to the Grace and Mercy of Allah, 
thus missing the real lesson of Life. On the other hand, when they are in trouble, due to their own erron 
and shortcomings, they fall into despair and blame Allah, instead of blaming themselves. This is rank ingratitude 
So they miss the true lesson of Life in that case also. 


4595. Verses 49-50 deal. in their ordinary meaning, with Allah's creative power replete with knowledge 
and continued purpose. contrasted with man's instincts and gropings after knowledge. The mystery of sex and 
parenthood is referred to in a new light. With reference to children, a parent is often spoken of as the “author” 
of their being. The growth of population and the proportion of males and females in it have various sociological 
and psychological implications; yet how little do parents really know about them? The knowledge of science 
as regards the determination of sex in the embryo is practically nothing. Even if advancing knowledge threw 
light on what may be called the mechanical aspects of the question, the profounder problems touched by 
it are beyond the reach of man. Yet they are not governed by chance. Allah has a meaning and purpow in 
all things, and His power is complete to carry out His purpose. 
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4596. To parents themselves it is a mystery why a male or female child is given at any birth, or how the 
balance of the two sexes is made up in a family or in large groups of mankind, or why in some cases the 
womb is barren and the would-be parents are denied the joys and responsibilities of parenthood. But each 
individual human soul is precious in the Plan of Allah, and all these variations, besides their reactions on 
parents and on society, have a purpose to fulfil in the large Plan of Allah. 


4597, This leads us on to the higher spiritual meaning of verses 49-50, as leading up to verses 51-53. 
Man is but a speck in Allah's creation. His growth and family relationships are not by any means comparable 
to Allah's creative acts, whose various stages are referred to in n. 120 to 2:117, n. 916 to 6:94, and n. 925 to 
6:98. That being so in the mysteries of man's daily life, how much more profound is the contrast between 
man and Allah in the apprehension of the higher spiritual problems concerned with Revelation? How can 
man be fit to speak to Allah? He is not fit. But there are three ways in which Allah, in His infinite Mercy, 
communicates with man, as described in verses 51-55. 


4598. Allah is Most High, Most Wise: man is, in spite of his high destiny, often the lowest of the low 
(95:5). Yet Allah, out of His infinite Mercy and Grace, has bestowed His Revelation on man. How does it 
come about? Three ways are mentioned: (1) Wa/y, Inspiration: (2) from behind a veil; and (3) by the sending 
of a Messenger: see the notes following. 

Wahy, Inspiration, is interpreted to be of two kinds: (1) a suggestion thrown by Allah into the heart or 
mind of man, by which man understands the substance of the Message, whether it is a command or prohibition, 
or an explanation of a great truth; and (2) verbal or literal inspiration, by which the actual words of Allah 
are conveyed in human language. (R). 

4599, Behind a veil: not of course a material veil, but the mystic veil of Light, (R). 


Sahih Muslim relates a tradition that the Prophet said: “His veil is Light: were He to withdraw it, then 
would the august splendors of His countenance surely consume everything that comes within His Sight.” (R). 


_ 4600. Messenger: Rasil- the angel Gabriel, through whom the revelations were given to the Holy Prophet. 
These spiritual visions, conveying the message of Revelation, are the basis of the Qur'an. 


4601. Before the receipt of his mission in his fortieth year, the Holy Prophet, though a man of steadfast 
virtue and purity and unflinching in his search for Truth (see C. 22-25), was yet unacquainted with Revelation 
in the highest sense of the term and with the certainty that comes from perfected Faith, or realised nearness 
wo Allah. RGA, which I have here translated Inspiration has also been understood by some Commentators to 
refer to the angel Gabriel, the vehicle of Revelation. The Light of the Qur’lin made all things clear to man, 
aid to the world. 


SUrah 42: Al Shira 


55. 


What was Revelation, and 
What was Faith; but We 
Have made the (Qur'an) 
A Light, wherewith We 
Guide such of Our servant 
As We will; and verily 
Thou dost guide (men)**** 
To the Straight Way— 


The Way of Allah,“ 

To Whom belongs 
Whatever is in the heavens 
And whatever is on earth. 
Behold (how) all affairs 
Tend towards Allah! 


SHS:  persEa 
Saylys Cesc 


# Pde tala ’ 
Grate $ 
+. Fr git 3 et 
Cole bate meas 
= 


AsMilbn © 
SVs 


460%. The Qur'an and the lanpined Prophes uid pencialmned I. ave bare \dueciBied. “They wear » Gail 
io mn, showing the Straight Way. This Way is described in various wept: for example, eee 1:6, and s. 
11-2, med motes FS56-ESE7; and H-1a. 


4605. The moet comprehen descnption of the Scraight Way @ that it in che Way of Allah, che Way 


of the Universal Law; for Ailabois the sewrce, centre, and goal of all things in beaven and earth. Evermhig 
goes back to Him. According to our own undentanding we make our own Laws, our own siandards, and pg 
own initudens. Bet the ultionate teat of their volidiry or authority is Allah's Will, as revealed: tous byl 
Revelation 


Intro. to Strah 43 12638 


INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 43—AL ZUKHRUF, 


This is the fourth Sirah of the Ha Mim series of seven Strahs. For their chronology and 
general theme see the Introduction to S. 40. 


This Sirah deals with the contrasts between the real glory of Truth and Revelation and 
the false glitter of what people like to believe and worship, It cites the examples of Abraham, 
Moses, and Jesus, as exposing the False and holding up the Truth. The keyword (Zukhruf, Gold 
Adornments) occurs in verse 35, but the idea occurs all through the Surah. 


Summary —The Book of Revelation makes things clear, even though the ignorant and foolish 
mock at it and ignore Allah's Signs: it will last, while its rejecters will perish (43:1-25, and C. 213.), 


Abraham exposed the falsehood of traditional worship: the glitter and adornments of this 
world will not last: what was the end of Pharaoh in his arrogant fight with Moses? (43:26-56, 
and C, 214). 


~_... Jesus was a servant of Allah, but his sectarian followers raised false disputations about him: 
all is known to Allah, Whose Truth will shine, in spite of unfaith (43:57-89, and C. 215). 


C. 213. —Revelation makes everlasting Truths 

(48:1-25.) Clear: those who mock merely undo themselves. 
Consider the Signs of Allah's gracious kindness 
Around you, and glorify Him: attribute not 
Unworthy qualities nor any companions 
To the One True God. Seek Truth in worship 
More than mere ancestral ways, 
And shut not out Revelation's Light. 
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Sirah 45. 
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Makes things clear— iA RSF 

§. We have made it Ore Oe Ee pee ig 
A Qur'an in Arabic,“ whys bes asleset) 0) 
That ye may be able A ed ‘J 
To understand (and learn ait seals 

wisdom), 

4. And verily, itis Pa ee 
De ee Silat 
n ur ia i re test 
(In dignity), full of wisdom. ae 


5. Shall We then‘? KEELES 


Take away the Message 


From you and repel (you), os 
For that ye are a people ot 3 
“Transgressing beyond bounds? pe peo 
6. But how many were! an la so t, pie fete 
The prophets We sent amen 3s 


Amongst the peoples of old? 





484. Abbreviated Leen: occ Intrexlaction » 5, 40, paragraphs 24 


$605. Cf 42:7, n. 4554. 


4606, Cf 3:7, a. 47: and 15:59, 5, 1664. The Mother of the Book, the Foundation of Revels, ie 
Preacrved ‘Tablet jal Lows of MahfGr, 85:22), is che core or eaxsence of Revelation, che original principle o 
fountainbead of Allah's Eternal and Universal Law, Drom this fountainbead are derived all treamaol kaowlelge 
anal wider, thar flow through Time and feed the intelligence of created mimda The Mother of the Bok 
hin Allah con Preence, and jo dignity and wisdom are more then all we cen think of in the epirioel world, 


4607. Ln vouchsafing Revelation, what an ineinable Mercy has Allah conferred on mnie! Yet eo ay 
deboded souls are ungratefal, and ignore or oppose ite teaching. 1 it were not for His witributes of Forgiveness 
and Perbearing He would be jamified in withdrawing thar Light, but He concinues to whed it, thar ofl whe 
will may come and be blessed by it. 


4608. In epite of, or because of, man obstinate and rebellious nature, Allah wena prophet after prophe 
tothe peoples of old, bur there waa among them always a party that dellegled chem and created Allah Sigua 
a aughe 
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7, And never came there 
A prophet to them 
But they mocked him. 


8. So We destroyed (them)— 
Stronger in power than these — 
And (thus) has passed on**®* 
The Parable of the peoples 
Of old. 


9. If thou wert ik A 4 
To question them, ‘Who created os © 
The heavens and the earth?’**! Chie eens 22 
They would be sure to reply, V4. NSE | 
‘They were created by (Him), BAMA cari c4 AG 
The Exalted in Power, al! oe) Geale ere 


Full of Knowledge— **" 





10. (Yea, the same that)*** Aekteee “Aner. Se 
Has made for you ASS eli ©) 


The earth (like a carpet)**” 


4 o6 * 4 7 7 
Spread out, and has made pi tor A eer SO 
For you roads (and channels) A 
Therein, in order that ye I, HONG FFI 
May find guidance (on the way); Smet 
ll. That sends down VAS <4 IE 
(From time to time) $ Qt ese F Qy 
Rain from the sky anh Pa ce 
In due measure —‘** <#& Silo pay ele 


And We raise to life 





4609, The result of rebellion was destruction. And the pagan Makkan generation contemporary with the 
Prophet are reminded that the peoples of old who were destroyed were, many of them, more powerful than 
they, and that they, in disobeying Allah's Law, were inviting the same fate for themselves. The events of the 
past have become Parables for the present and) the future. 


4610. Cf 29:61, 29:63 and n. 3495; and 31:25 and n. 3615. This class of men acknowledge Allah's Power 
and Allah's Knowledge or Wisdom, but do not realise Allah's infinite Mercy and care for His creatures. 


4611. Note che beautiful rhetorical figure of speech here. The reply of the inconsistent men who do not 
follow Allah's Law is turned against themselves, When they acknowledge Allah's Power and Knowledge, their 
Spetch is interrupted, and the concomitant qualities of Allah's Mercy and care of His creatures, with pointed 
teference to the inconsistent ones themselves, is set out in eloquent terms, as completing what they themselves 
had said, and the right course of conduct is: pointed out to them. (verses 10-14), 


4612. See last note. 


4613. Cf 20:53 and n. 2576. Mihad, a carpet or bed spread out, implies not only freedom of movement 
but rest also. The ‘roads and channels’ carry out the idea of communications and include land routes, sea 
routes, and airways. 


4614. In due measure; i.e., according to needs, as measured by local as well as universal considerations. 
This applies to norma! rainfall: floods and droughts are abnormal conditions, and may be called unusual 
manifestations of His power, fulfilling some special purpose that we may or may not understand. 
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Therewith a land that is 
Dead; even so will 


cy wat 
very) 


Be raised (from the dead)—*** eG opr ae 
12. That has created pairs*®!* acce Ces at Sick 
In all things, and has made Jars e295 SEucsly ‘c: 
For you ships and cattle*®” AS a ¥ a oheey . 
On which ye ride, SANG AS 
13. In order that ye may 1223 
Sit firm and square werent 
On their backs, and when Pore, 
So seated, ye may SD <a, 
Celebrate the (kind) favour**"* RACH Aroderee 
Of your Lord, and say, I as 
“Glory to Him Who A o2e€ oe 
Has subjected these Sah SScall G52: 
To our (use), for we rh iat) Oe 
Could never have accomplished Cn paral beoby 
This (by ourselves)”. a 
14. “And to our Lord, surely,**!® sy 
Must we turn back!” rare sty ® 
15. Yet they attribute*®?° Aa Axe 0) 


To some of His servants 
A share with Him 


\¢ 3 


paket 
S$ Amps 7 


.(from the dead)’ is parenthetical. Cf, $5:9, n. $881. Note the transition 


(In His godhead)! 
Truly is man a blasphemous 
Ingrate avowed! 





4615. The clause 'And We raise. . 
from the third to the first person, to mark the Resurrection as a special act of Allah as distinguished from 
the ordinary processes of nature ordained by Allah. 


¢ 
4616. Cf n. 2578 to 20:55. Also see 36:36, n. 5981. 


4617. By analogy all means of transport, including horses; camels, ships, steamers, railways, aeroplanes, 
airships, etc. The domestication of animals as well as the invention of mechanical means of transport require 
a skill and ingenuity in man, which are referred to Allah as His gifts or endowments to man. 


4618. See last note. People of understanding attribute all good to its true and original source vz: Allah, 


4619. Men of understanding, every time they take a journey on earth, are reminded of that more momentow 
journey which they are taking of the back of Time to Eternity. Have they tamed Time to their lawful use, 
or do they allow Time to run away with them wildly to where they know not? Their goal is Allah, and their 
thoughts are ever with Allah, 


4620. As a contrast to the men of true understanding are the ungrateful blasphemous creatures, who 
offer a share in godhead to others besides Allah! They imagine sons and daughters to Allah, and forget the 
true lesson of the whole of Creation, which points to the Unity of Allah. This theme is further developed 
in the following Section. 
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SECTION 2. 

16, What! Has He taken“ SEGAL TS 
Daughters out of what He A® 
Himself creates, and granted ‘as < “mz °t- 
To you sons for choice? cect \; 

7. When news is brought!*# nein dontt- 

To one of them of (the birth va © 
Of) what he sets up eet 27 

As a likeness to (Allah) SE. eto vs 

Most Gracious, his face a 
Darkens, and he is filled Fak cap gaakgees 1b 
With inward grief! 

18. Is then one brought up***® ok Rt rs 
Among trinkets, and unable abSis BE 5h uy 
To give a clear account at (pss 
In a dispute (to be nein sled 3585 r 
Associated with Allah)? 

19. And they make into females ay < NIK AM ics: (es 
Angels who themselves serve**** 

Allah. Did they witness oPcor ts ate @ ia J 

Their creaGod? Their evidence asia a seen 
Will be recorded, and they < Ardross er 7a BO - 
Will be called to account! ICKY PONS TO COM 


20. (“Ah!” .. EF Sveciere fe hice 
oes! i aancc weston SEEDING o> 
Of (Allah) Most Gracious, 





4621. To imagine goddesses (female gods) or mothers or daughters to Allah was particularly blasphemous 
_ inthe mouths of people who held the female sex in contempt. Such were the pagan Arabs, and such (it is 
whe feared) are some of the moderns. They wince when a daughter is born to them and hanker after sons. 
With that mentality, how can they attribute daughters to Allah? 


4622. Cf 16:57-59 and notes. With scathing irony it is pointed out that what they hate and are ashamed 


. oi fas themnelves they attriBute fo Allah! 


4623. The softer sex is usually brought up among trinkets and ornaments, and, on account of the retiring 
modesty which for the sex is a virtue, is unable to stand up boldly in a fight and give clear indications of 
the will to win. Is that the sort of quality to be associated with Allah? 


4624, Angels for grace and purity may be compared to the most graceful and purest forms we know. 
But it is wrong to attribute sex to them. They are servants and messengers of Allah and so far from being 
rivals seeking worship, are always engaged in devotion and service. If any persons invent blasphemies about 
Allah, such blasphemies will form a big blot in their Book of Deeds, and they will be called to account for them. 


4625. Worsted in argument they resort to a dishonest sarcasm, ‘We worship these deities: if Allah does 
st wish us to do so, why does He not prevent us?” In throwing the responsibility on Allah, they ignore the 
limited free will on which their whole life is based. They are really playing with truth. They are arguing against 
ous oa degre apm nelantas dy th teae and indeed they are so slippery that they hold 
fax to no scripture at all. 
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We should not have 
Worshipped such (deities)!" 
Of that they have 

No knowledge! they 

Do nothing but lie!**** 


21. What! have We given them 
A Book before this, 
To which they are 
Holding fast? 


22. Nay! they say: “We found**?’ 
Our fathers following 
A certain religion, 
And we do guide ourselves 
_ By their footsteps.” 


23. Just in the same way, 
Whenever We sent a Warner 
Before thee to any people, 
The wealthy ones among 
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them *®24 


Said: “We found our fathers 
Following a certain religion, 
And we will certainly 
Follow in their footsteps.” 


24. He said: “What!**?* 
Even if I brought you 
Better guidance than that 
Which ye found 
Your fathers following?” 

- They said: “For us, 

We deny that ye (prophets) 
Are sent (on a mission 
At all).” 


25. So We extracted retribution 
From them: now see 


sa ile BD 


aes ae 


ae bvrepnr Ss 


apr JSBY] poosdas 

rANaCa oer 

Syd cit om Sheehy 

saa Sea 55 @ 
Saf doyle 

452 eat 


pBipecatt } 





4626. Cf. 6:116. 


4627. Then comes the argument about ancestral custom, which was repudiated by Abraham (see vena 
26-28 below). Indeed a good reply to ancestral custom in the case of the Arabs was the example of Abraham, 
the True in Faith, for Abraham was the common ancestor of the Arabs and the Israelites. 


4628. It is some privileged position, and not ancestral custom, tchich la Tilly wikis bottinivelidll 
falsehood and hypocrisy in the world. This has been again and again in religious history. 


4629. The Warner or messenger pointed out the merits and the truth of his teaching, and how superior 
it was to what they called their ancestral customs. But they denied his mission itself or the validity of any 
such mission, In other words they did not believe in inspiration or revelation; and went on in their evil ways, 
with the inevitable result that they brought themselves to destruction. 
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What was the end + Arno 
Of those who rejected (Truth)! Sy SN EE aS 


C, 214.—If the Arabs hark back to ancestry, why not 

(43:26-56.) Accept the Faith of Abraham the True? 
He joined not gods with Allah. Spiritual 
Worth is measured by other things 
Than gold or silver or the adornments 
Of this world. These are but things of the hour. 
The lasting gifts are those of the Hereafter. 
If Israel goes back to Moses, how he 
Was mocked by Pharaoh in his pride 
Of power! Yet Pharaoh and his deluded 
People perished: so ends the pomp 
And power and vanity of this world! 


SECTION 53, 
26, Sebold Abraham said***° POV Yyen a as Tes a 'G)s 
his father and his people; id 4 lJ b 

“I do indeed clear myself 4, Osten * “I 
Of what ye worship:” IES 

27. “(I worship) only Him SL Me ee eS 
Who made me, and He pag ntla gps sIIY] 
Will certainly guide me.” 

28. And he left it eda on bee 
As a Word**™ > 0) 
To endure among those «2 2%. 
Who came after him, <dobe 45h 
That they may turn back oe west 
(To Allah). eS aaa 

29. Yea, I have given***? <fi.7 Sete 
The good things of this life eYSboas db & 


To these (men) and 





4630. The plea of ancestral ways is refuted by the example of Abraham, in two ways: (1) he gave up 
the ancestral cults followed by his father and his people, and followed the true Way, even at some sacrifice 
to himself; and (2) he was an ancestor of the Arabs, and if the Arabs stood on ancestral ways, why should 
they not follow their good ancexor Abraham, rather than their bad ancestors who fell into evil? See n. 4627 
above. The incident in Abraham's story referred to here will be found in 21:51-70, 


4631. A Word: &.¢., the Gospel of Unity, uz.,: “I worship only Him Who made me’, as in verse 27. This 
was his teaching, and this was his legacy to those who followed him. He hoped that they would keep it sacred, 
and uphold the standard of Unity. Cf C. 7-8, Cf also $7:108-111. 


4632. Note the first person singular, as showing Allah's personal solicitude and care for the descendants 
of Abraham in both branches. The context here refers to the prosperity enjoyed by Makkah and the Makkans 
until they rejected the truth of Islam when it was preached in their midst by a messenger whose Message was 
as clear as the light of the sun. 
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Their fathers; until the Truth g- ae 
Has come to them, i> A* 
And a Messenger pork 
Making things clear. Caedyhs (pee 
30. But when the Truth came 1) zh V4 oe 
To them, they said: Wee ae eld, © 
“This is sorcery, and we*®® “ms ie 
Do reject it.” Tee ably ae 
$1. , they say: “Why ac \( re 
s not this Qur'an sent ol ellie YS Risto) 
Down to some leading man (7 lecrectes | 
In either of the two'™ chee allot ok 
(Chief) cities?” 
€ 
$2. Is it they who would portion out vee ht Sig Po ee ont 
‘The Mercy of thy: Lord? ne 
‘It is We Who portion out ob an eT! when Sree cI 
Between them their livelihood Lil s3od| Spies pelts 
In the life of this world: oF Or gp Are cerre 
And We raise some of them Pia ane, 
Above others in ranks, a. ghonae pee ied 
So that some may command Eo boned 
Work from others. ; b 
But the Mercy of thy Lord < “ioe or oshinis pan 
Is better than the (wealth) 3 per 
Which they amass. 
33, And were it not that**** te ~“ 4 
, (All) men might become ue mE SSol SEE) 





4638. When the pagan Makkans could not understand the wonderful power and authority with which 
the Holy Prophet preached, they called his God-given influence sorcery! 


4634. The world judges by its own low standards. From a worldly point of view, the Holy Prophet wat 
poor and an orphan. Why, they thought, should he be so richly endowed in spiritual knowledge and power? 
If such a gift hadto come to a man among them, it was the right (they foolishly said) of one of the chiefs 
in either the sacred city of Makkah, or the fertile garden-city of TWif! 


4635. That is, spiritual gifts, those connected with Revelation. What audacity or folly in them to claim 
to divide or distribute them among themselves? They may think they are distributing the good things of this 
world among themselves. In a sense that may be true, but even here, theirown power and initiative are very 
limited. Even here it is Allah's Will'on which all depends. In‘ His wisdom Allah allows some to grow in power 
or riches, and command work from others, and various relative gradations are established. Men scramble for 
these good things of this world, but they are of no value compared to the spiritual gifts, 


4636. So litde value is attached in the spiritual world to silver or gold, or worldly ranks or adornments, 
that they would freely be at the disposal of everyone who denied or blasphemed Allah, were it not that in 
that case there would be too great temptation placed in the way of men, for they might all scramble to vil 
their spiritual life for wealth! They might have silver roofs and stairways, silver doors and thrones, and all 
kinds of adornments of gold. But Allah does not allow too great a temptation to be placed in the path of 
men. He distributes these things differently, some to unjust men, and some to just men, in various degrees, 
so that the possession of these is no test either of an unjust or a just life. His wisdom searches out motives 
far more subtle and delicate than any we are even aware of. 
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35. 


37. 


Of one (evil) way of life, 

We would provide, 

For everyone that blasphemes 
Against (Allah) Most Gracious, 
Silver roofs for their houses, 
And (silver) stairways 

On which to go up, 


. And (silver) doors 


To their houses, and thrones 
(Of silver) on which 
They could recline, 


And also adornments***’ 

Of gold. But all this 

Were nothing but conveniences 
Of the present life: 

The Hereafter, in the sight 

Of thy Lord, is 

For the Righteous. 


SECTION 4. 


" ui anyone withdraws himself**** 


From remembrance 

Of (Allah) Most Gracious, 

We appoint for him 

An evil one, to be 

An intimate companion to him. 


Such (evil ones) really 

Hinder them from the Path,**** 
But they think that they 

Are being guided aright! 


. At length, when (such a one)***° 


Comes to Us, he says 


Ssraliiee Qlaanh bet 


(Are @ 
peels 


7 - Se ve 

5 Srey a 
B < 9 28- 
pial 943 


ast 7.082. 4 S-toit. & 
Sige tracy op 
a szeodk on oe 


vo) rr 


SET i ed 





4637. Adornments of gold: the keyword to this Sirah. All false glitter and adornments of this world are 
w naught. They more often hinder than help. 


4638. Lf men deliberately put away the remembrance of Allah from their minds, the natural consequence, 


under Allah's decree, is that they join on with evil. Like consorts with like, We can generalise evil in the abstract 
but it takes concrete shape in our life companions. 


4639. The downward course in evil is rapid. But the mos tragic consequence is that evil persuades its 


victims to believe that they are pursuing good. They think evil to be their good. They go deeper and deeper 
into the mire, and become more and more callous. Them and they represent the generic plural of anyone 
who “withdraws himself from... Allah” (see last verse). ; 


4640. If ever the presence of Allah is felt, or at the time of Judgement, a glimmering of cruth comes 


to the deceived soul, and it cries to its evil companions in its agony, “Would that | had never come across 
thee) Would that we were separated poles apart!” But it cannot shake off evil, By deliberate choice it had 
put itself in its snare, 
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(To his evil companion): 

“Would that between me 

And thee were the distance 

Of East and West!’**! Ah! 

Evil is the companion (indeed)! 


When ye have done wrong,**? 
It will avail you nothing, 
That day, that ye shall be 
Partners in punishment! 


39. 


@anst thou then make‘? 
The deaf to hear, or give 
Direction to the blind 

Or to such as (wander) 


40. 


ae oe Pio 
Sao 4 
ees nee 


In manifest error?**** 


41. Even if We take thee*®** 
Away, We shall be sure eee Sage 


‘To exact retribution from them, 


42. Or We shall show thee 
That (accomplished) which We 
Have promised them: 


For verily We shall 


oP Sve ee 


“+4 
ad 


Prevail over them. 
: oo 
43. So hold thou fast** Oo Fe wm aot 
To the Revelation sent down a) es) MALE oD 
To thee: verily thou esate 404 
Art on a Straight Way. 3 . pets biol a) 





4641. Distance of East and West: literally, ‘distance of the two Easts Most Commentators understand 
in this sense, but some construe the phrase as meaning the distance of the extreme points of the rising of 
the sun, between the summer solstice and the winter solstice. Cf n. 4034 to 87:5. A good equivalent idiom 
in English would be “poles apart", for they could never meet. 


4642. All partnen in evil will certainly share in the punishment, but that is no consolation to any individual 
soul, Evil desires the evil of others, but that does not diminish its own torment, or get rid of the personal 
responsibility of each individual soul, 


4643. Cf, $0:52-53, The evil go headlong into sin, and sink deeper and deeper until their spiritual faculties 
are deadened, and no outside help can bring them back. Allah’s grace they have rejected, 


4644. There is hope for a person who wanders in quest of truth, and even for one who wanders through 
mistake or by weakness of will. But there is none for one who, by deliberate choice, plunges into “manifest 
error’, #¢:, etror which anyone-can see. 


4645. Cf 8:30: “how the Unbelievers plotted against thee, to keep thee in bonds, or slay thee, or get 
thee out (of thy home).” They were always plotting against the Holy Prophet in his Makkan period. But even 
if their plots had succeeded against human beings, they could not defeat Allah's Plan, nor escape the just 
punishment of their deeds. Cf also 10:46, and n. 1438. 


4646. Let the wicked rage, say what they like, or do their worst: the Prophet of Allah is encouraged to 
go forward steadfastly in the Light given him, for he is on a Path that leads straight to Allah. (R). 
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44. The (Qur'an) is indeed wat 
The Message, ***’for thee ahs 4 ya) ysl} ASal.aity 
And for thy people; 4-45 
And soon shall ye gids oS pear 
(All) be brought to account. ae 
45. And question thou our iN (fae 947 
q messengers*** Sos Nin J5 © ‘O) 
Whom We sent before thee; SOE oo A Catt ti? 
Did We appoint any deities 8 3 099 cr4 bla Yor 
Other than (Allah) Most Gracious, FY fees ar 
To be worshipped? eagle 
, SECTION 5. 
*. Af s cist ““4- 
46. Ble did send Moses‘? ie cZtIe, & 
Aforetime, with Our Signs, aahe og 
To Pharaoh and his Chiefs; ment 9m cee 
He said, “I am a messenger p 
Of the Lord of the Worlds.” row Alay 5G IGS 
47. But when he came to them She thdedd eee dn Bate 
With Our Signs, behold, SSSA AL Ese acels ‘Oo 
They ridiculed them.***® 
48. We showed them Sign***! ale x wits 
After Sign, each greater bates 7 © 
Than its fellow, and We a sehy spa & | 
Seized them with Punishment, nn a 
In order that they on eB GO4 it Aa 1, 
Might turn (to Us). sgosserih cat 3 
| : “ Ate 2 2-3E Le BAL 
49, And they said, “O thou**®*? sh; Ob) est YSAIPACANET ©: 


Sorcerer! Invoke thy Lord 





4647. Dhikr: Message, Remembrance, Cause of remembrance, Memorial, Title for remembrance to 
posterity. Thus two meanings emerge, not necessarily mutually exclusive. (1) The Qur'an brings a Message 
of Truth and Guidance to the Prophet, and his people; (2) the Revelation of the Qur'an raises the rank of 
the Prophet, and the people among whom, and in whose language, it was promulgated, making them worthy 
of remembrance in the world’s history for all time. But the honour also carried its responsibilities. All who 
hear it must give an account of how far they profit by it spiritually. 


4648, That is, by examining their Message, and asking the learned among their real followers. It will 
be found that no Religion really teaches the worship of other than Allah. 

4649. For the story of Moses in detail, see 7;103-137, but especially 7:104, 130-136. 

4650. For the mockery of Moses and his Signs see 17:101; also below, 43:49, 52-53. 

4651, Moses showed them nine Clear Signs: see n. 109] to 7;188; also 17;101. Each one of them in its 


own setting and circumstances was greater than any of its ‘sister’ Signs. The object was if possible to reclaim 
as many Egyptians as possible from their defiance of Allah. 


4652. This speech is half 2 mockery, and half a ruse. In spite of their unbelief, they had fear in their 
minds, and in order to stop the plagues, one after another, they promised to obey Allah, and when the particular 
plague was removed, they again became obdurate. See 7:155-155. 
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For us according to Bye ae 
His covenant with thee; pacdgely 
For we shall truly a ars 
Accept guidance.” eyed |e 
50. But when We removed urs ore bass a 
The Penalty from them, nas mao, 
Behold, they broke their word. Sy ar x peli Stal 
51. And Pharaoh proclaimed : tod Bae es oe 
Among his people, saying: stot Byrd Sab; ® 
“Ovmy people! Does not 
The dancniohf Exyat Pech Sol sai 
Belong to me, (witness)**** , Ai 
These streams flowing ese pve \neiag 
Underneath my (palace)? Whatl se, Sas 
See ye not por 
52. “Am I not better “re dies bh | 
Than this (Moses), who SANS SEUNG 
_ Is a contemptible wretch*™ 4 ee ee 
And can scarcely BS ing: 
Express himself clearly? 
58. “Then why are not*** oe ees 
Gold bracelets bestowed se MVE O 
On him, or (why) RAC MER Ae 
Come (not) with him salt rt by 
Angels accompanying him Fea 
In procession?” githe ag | 
54. Thus did he make 240 fe tac 
Fools of his people, eb a BEI 
And they obeyed him; =. rectly ge | 
Truly were they a people eT 


Rebellious (against Allah). 





4459. The wite bere in Arabic is the Waw hatrpe: the abundant screama from the Nile Dowing beneath 
his palace being evidence of his power, prosperity, and sovereignty, The Nile.made (and makes) Egypt, al 
the myth of the god Osiris was a compound of the myths of the Nile amd whe sun. The Pharaoh, thereizy 
as commanding the Nile, rommanded the gods whe personified Egypt. He boased of water, and he peratel 
in water,—a figthng puniemenct 


4634. Being a despised larzelite in ary case, od braving farther an impediment in hie speech Se 
and notes 2552-2554, ; 


wealth, and the materialiaa judge a man’s worth by his wealth and his following and equipagr, So Phi 
wanted to see Moser. if he hod any position in the spiritaal kingdom, lnveated with gold bracelem, ani followed 
by 2 great train of angels as tis Enight-companions! The same kiad of proof were demanded by the enateriaer 
Qureyh of our Holy Prophet. These were puerilitees. but such puerilities gu down with the crowd, Bamay 
afew Egyptians who believed in Allah and.in che Micseage of Moar, the reat of Pharaoh's entourage foley 
Pharaoh in hii puri: of revenge, and were drowned in. ihe Bed Sea, 
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55. When at length they**** ern ’ we S32 
Angered Us, We exacted CasiG ave} iy 
Retribution from them, and a -: 35 34% “Ar 
We drowned them all.***’ nar legis 

56. And We made them ALAR RR Ny 

(A people) of the Past**** GL goles 
And an Example Bit Anne 
To later ages. Se Messy 


C. 215.—If Christians go back to Jesus, he 

(43:57-89.) Was but a man and a servant of Allah: 
He came to still the jarring sects, 
Not to create a new one. He preached 
The One True God, his Lord. So give up 
Disputing, and join in devotion to Allah. 
That is the Way to the Garden of Bliss, 
But the opposite leads to the Fire. Beware! 
The Truth has come, and Allah knows how you 
Receive it. He is the Lord of power and mercy, 
The Truth must prevail: resist it not. 


SECTION 6. 
57. When (Jesus) the son**** ‘i SA Ge | 
Of Mary is held up Se nS Gh one spells 
As an example, behold Zhe 


Thy people raise a clamour Sh St Ay 


Thereat (in ridicule)! 


5B. And they Say, “Are es Bre Z #7 - Ar ro 
Our gods best, or he?” pas eae 
This they set forth paece 
To thee, only by way . aires 2pe 


6) 9 Rn=e EE A=: £2, ore a Ee Ge Ee Tee Eee 
4656. Allah is long-suffering, and gives many and many opportunities to the most hardened sinners for 
tepentance, But at length comes a time when His justice is provoked, and the inevitable punishment follows. 


4657. Cf. 7:186. 


4658. Pharaoh and his hosts were blotted out, and became as a tale of the past, Their story is an instructive 
warning and example to future generations. The later course of Egyptian religion after the Exodus is referred 
to in Appendix V. 


4659. Jesus was a man, and a prophet to the Children of Israel, “though his own received him not". Some 
of the churches that were founded after him worshipped him as "God" and as "the son of God", as do the 
Trinitarian churches to the present day. The orthodox churches did so in the time of the Holy Prophet. When 
the doctrine of Unity was renewed, and the false worship of others besides Allah was strictly prohibited, all 
false gods were condemned, ¢.g., at 21:98. The pagan Arabs looked upon Jesus as being in the same category 
as their false gods, and could not see why a foreign cult, or a foreign god, as they viewed him, should be 
considered better than their own gods or idols. There was no substance in this, but mere mockery, and verbal 
quibbling. Jesus was one of the greater prophets: he was not a god, nor was he responsible for the quibbling 
subtleties of the Athanasian Creed. 
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59. 


OF disputation: yea, they 
Are @ contentious people. 


He was no more than 
A servant: We granted 


_ Our favour to him, 


60. 


bl. 


62. 


65. 


™s 


And We made him 
An example to the Children“ 
Of Israel. 


And if it were Our Will, 
We could make angels 

From amongst you, succeeding 
Each other on the earth, 


And this shall be" 

A Sign (for the ‘coming 

Of) the Hour (of Judgement): 
Therefore have no doubt 
About the (Hour), but 
Follow ye Me: this 

Is a Straight Way. 


Let not the Evil One 
Hinder you: for he is 
To you an enemy avowed. 


When Jesus came 

With Clear Signs, he said: 
“Now have | come 

To you with-Wisdom,""" 

And in order to make 

Clear to you some 

Of the (points) on which 

Ye dispute: therefore fear Allah 
And obey. me. 


iss Nee 


J eee 


sey Yad] & 
sc acc Kory alata) 


rd 2 
Pe ee eel ee ek te’, 
Opal SoA 
a * fe 

ei bells 


4 yy Sica oe 


BLE os ie 


CECT iene ALE 


teNsaeodl, <im aad 


ado yalie coll fan ans 


oyeblyal es 





4660. A neference to the tilted mission of the prophet Jaa; who Goopel i the jews only survive a 
uncenin fragenentary forme. 


4661. Win were sshd thas the birth of fea whihout a father sete him shove ciher prophet, the erracen 
of angels without either father of mother would set chem still higher, especially as angela do noe eat anil diet 


and are nor aulject to physical laws, Bur angele are not higher, 


4662. This be undertood by some commentato io teforto the second coming of fiesu in the Lan 
Das before Reairredtion () 


4663: True wisdom consists [n understanding the unity of the Divine purpose and ihe Unity of the Diane 
Personality. The man Jews came to reconcile the jarring sects in leraed) and bis crue teaching wae jun te 
me as that which was expeurided in a wider form by llam. He did mot claim to be Good: why shoold oe 
the Christians follow the doctrine of Unity rather than what bos beeeme ubeir ancestral and traditional com 
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64. “For Allah, He is my Lord**** 74 e779 Le 
And your Lord: so worship 2 Rebs a5 Zale] SY 
Ye Him: this is ony nae? ; 
A Straight Way.” akties roi 


65, But sects from among Si RACES Os 
Themselves fell into disagreement: npn CGN HE 


Then woe to the wrongdoers, t eatlupgae Pre ays 
From the Penalty pdlee lie 5a Lb SS 
Of a Grievous Day! 


66. Do they only wait**** Zi) —. 2127 
For the Hour—that it olde IY} 9 Hes be ip 
Should come on them sper eSrtirer se ii 
All of a sudden, oN aye gl 


While they perceive not? 


67. Friends on that Day**** oS for. ror ge , 
Will be foes, one Paee gte? SENI ay 
To another —except 82 ar 
The Righteous. SENT) 536 203 

SECTION 7. 
68. ily devotees!*##7 Seine: : 
o fear shall be Se As 

On you that Day, By. SY; Z 


Nor shall ye grieve — 


69. (Being) those who have believed - thie ayer {212% he 
In Our Signs and bowed Sve Bor ery xv cr Fos yall Gp 
(Their wills to Ours) in Islam. 





4664. In verses 26-28 an appeal is made to the pagan Arabs, that Islam is their own religion, the religion 
of Abraham their ancestor; in verses 46-54, an appeal is made to the Jews that Islam is the same religion 
as was taught by Moses, and that they should not allow their leaders to make fools of them; in verses 57-65 
an appeal is made to the Christians that Islam is the same religion as was taught by Jesus, and that they should 
give up their sectarian attitude and follow the universal religion, which shows the Straight Way, 


4665. Cf 12:107. What is there to wait for? The Hour of Judgement may come at any moment. It will 
come all of a sudden before they realise that it ison them. They should make up their minds to give up misleading 
disputations and come to the Straight Path (see also 47:18). 


4666. The hatred and spite, which are associated with evil, will be felt with peculiar intensity in that 
period of agony. That itself would be a punishment, from which the righteous will be free. The righteous 
will have passed all perils of falling into wrong frames of mind. 


4667. The devotion and service to Allah result in the soul being made free from all fear and sorrow, 
wi regards the past, present, and future, if we may take an analogy from Time for a timeless state. Such devotion 
and service are shown by (1) believing in Allah's Signs, which means understanding and accepting His Will, 
and (2) by merging our will completely in His universal Will, which means being in tune with the Infinite, 
and acting in all things to further His Kingdom. 
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76. Nowise shall We**’® AA 
Be unjust to them: a &p 
But it is they who Zo PAI cA- 
~~ ‘Have been unjust themselves. CMOS OF 
71. They will cry: “O Malik!**’* By 7, 2 eck ee 
Would that thy Lord Mie ee CSTE 
Put an end to us!” 482 K}AC 
He will say, “Nay, but SS Ass 
Ye shall abide!"'**”* 
78. Berily We have brought**’* ee ame eT) 
The Truth to you: 
But most of you SH ete they 
Have a hatred for Truth. KGAKEIS \; 
(79. What! Have they settied**’’ aes ep 
Some Plan (among themselves)? ff 
But it is We Who op os 
Settle things. Pan 
80. Or do they think**’* Gig tre ort © 


That We hear not 
Their secrets and their 
Private counsels? Indeed 





SAF eA es acon 


meng oe mney 






(We do), and Our Messengers 
Are by them, to record. 


Spt pectle3: 35 oe 


aa id of 

eset ay 

ee NA ee 

NSE 
|. 4678. The wrongdoers suffer'not because Allah is unjust or cruel, nor as a deterrent to others, for the 
probationary period will then have passed, but because their evil deeds must bear their inevitable fruit. Allah's 
Grace was ever ready to offer opportunities for Repentance and Forgiveness. But they rejected them. They 
were unjust to themselves. This is complementary to the doctrine of works and their fruits, as explained in 
n. 4671 above. 

4674, Malth: one who is lord or possessor; one who is in charge; applied to the Angel in charge of Hell. 

4675. Cf 20;74. Annihilation is better than agony. But wrongdoers cannot destroy the “fruits” of their 
actions, by asking for annihilation. 

4676. We come back now to the Present primarily to the time when Islam was being preached in Makkah, 

but by analogy the present time or any time. Truth is often bitter to the taste of those who live on Falsehoods 
and Shams and profit by them. They hate the Truth, and plot against it. But will they succeed? See next 
verse and note. 
* 4677. Men cannot settle the high affairs of the universe. If they plot against the Truth, the Truth will 
destroy them, just as, if they accept the Truth, the Truth will make them free. It is Allah Who disposes of affairs. 
_ 4678. However secretly men may plot, everything is known to Allah. His recording Angels are by, at all 
times and in all places, to prepare a Record of their Deeds for their own conviction when the time comes 
for Judgement (Cf. 45:29). 

4679, The prophet of Allah does not object to true worship in any form, But it must be true: it must 
not superstitiously attribute derogatory things to Allah, or foster false ideas. 


81. Say: “If (Allah) Most Gracious 
Had a son, I would**’® 
Be the first to worship.” 
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82. Glory to the Lord o A083 
Of the heavens and the earth, DEA@ 
The Lord of the Throne**** Ae ae sit cai 
(Of Authority)! (He is PISS Jy 
Free) from the things 43 “he 

1 oot 


They attribute (to Him)! 


nN 


83. So leave them to babble 
And play (with vanities) 
Until they meet that Day**" 
Of theirs, which they 
Have been promised. 


Valais @ 


4 BAS 8 pet 3d 45G7 
WAS yp sills i r 


yy p> 


84. It-is He Who is God 
In heaven and God on earth; 
And He is Full 
Of Wisdom and Knowledge. 


‘Salas; @ 
Lab aS 2S) NY; 


85. And blessed is He**** 
To Whom belongs the dominion 
Of the heavens and the earth, 
And all between them: 
_ With Him is the knowledge 


SLASMBE; 2 
CEES ENG SSI 


Jr ¢ 


Of the Hour (of Judgement): aelesi2 Cbs 
And to Him shall ye aie 
Be brought back. Retro FY 


86. And those whom they invoke Miu @ 
Besides Allah have no power gorn'g gn ry : be 
Of intercession — only he**** daca Arne 


e Who bears witness to the Truth, + BD we @htAadt a a | 

And they know (him). Spek ea Srdb aS yal] 
4680. Cf 7:54andn. 1032. All Power, Authority, Knowledge, and Truth are with Allah. He neither begs 
nor is begotten. Glory to Him! 


4681, That Day of therrs, they had their Day on earth; they will have a different sort of Day in the Hereafer, 
according to the promise of Allah about the Resurrection and Judgement, or perhaps about Retribution ia 
this very life! So leave them to play about with their fancies and vanities. Truth must eventually prevail! 





4682. We glorify Allah, and we call His name blessed, because He has not only supreme power and authority, 
but because we shall return to Him and see “the Light of His Countenance™ (30:38). 


4683. The classical Commentators construe this clause differently. According to their construction, the 
clause would be translated, “except those who bear witness to the Truth, and with full knowledge” “Truth” 
they would construe to be the Gospel of Unity. According to them, while idols and false gods have no power 
of intercession, persons like Jesus, who is falsely worshipped by his misguided followers, but who himself preached 
the Gospel of Unity with full understanding, will have the power of intercession. This implies that we contre 
the singular man shahida to refer to the same person or persons as the plural hum yalamin. This difficulty 
is removed if we construe as I have translated it. In that case “he who bears witness to the Truth” is the Hay 
Prophet, who came to renew the Gospel of Unity, and “they know (him )" would refer to the Quraysh, amonge 
whom he was brought up and among whom he carned the reputation of being a man of probity (Amin), 
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87. If thou ask them, Who*** SCE4 Bre hme oc 
Created them, they will wil) a) pga oe sa ci 
Certainly say, Allah: how pes 
Then are they deluded | Speaks 
Away (from the Truth)? 

88. (Allah has knowledge)**** . 
Of the (Prophet's) cry, = acdbnds 9 Qa 
“oO my Lord! Truly : o fe pec Nix 
These are a people. oer Oyen pes is 
Who will not believe!"'**** a 

89, But turn away from them, epee eee the whe mA 

~ And say “Peace!"##* | Olas bioitress 5 Sap 


But soon shall they know! 


4684. Cj $1:25, and n. 3613; and 39:58, and n. 4299. 


4685. Commentators are divided in opinion as to the construction, The best opinion is that which I have 
adopted, referring back gilthi genitive governed by ‘tim in verse 85. An alternative construction is to construe 
the wiw here as the wiw gasamtyah: in that case we should have to suppose some other clause as understood, 
in order to complete the sense. 


4686. The Prophet was much troubled in mind by the Unfaith of the Quraysh: 18:6. He is here told 
to leave them alone for a time, for the Truth must soon prevail. 


4687. Cj. 25:63, and n. 5123. 
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afr 


INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 44—AL DUKHAN 


Fo- the chronology and the general theme of the Siraha of the HO Mit series of which 
this is the fifth, see the Introduction wo 3. 40. 


The theme of this particular SGrah is bow wordly pnide and power are humbled in the 
Ce ue Tee we be ee en aes ior ee 


. "The title word (Dushaw Gecbrs inverse 1. It means smoke Or hist, and may tefer w 4 
drought or famine, as explained in the notes to that vere, 


Stmumary — Revelation explains clearly how wordly pride and artogance may come to naught, 
even at long odds, against spiritual truths (44:1-29, and C. 26). 


A people may be given all blessings and may fail in ite crust, as did Israel; will the Qurayh 
learn the lesson of Good and Evil? (44:30-59, and C. 217), 


C. 216.—Blest ia the night in which Allah's Memage 
(44:1-29.) Comes down, as a Mercy to men, to wam them 

Againat Evil. How fractious of men to ignore 
Or suppress such warnings? Proud Pharaoh 
And his Chiefs did resist Allah's authority, 
But their sins rebounded on themselves. 
They were swallowed up by the sea: and their cilth, 
Their gardens, their noble fanes and buildings. 
And all the advantages of which they boasted 
Paseed to other hands, Not a tear 
Was shed over them in heaven or earth. 
Thus ends the cale of power misused 
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Sirah 44. 





Al Dukhan (The Smoke) 


In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, 
Most Merciful. 


, Ha Aim.w a 0; 


2. By the Book that**** AS. e 
Makes things clear — nl seal op 

5. We sent it down Cae Aces ~S-5, s 
During a blessed night:*** asc, © 
For We (ever) wish ¥ gthec 
To warn (against Evil). opel Gl 

4. In that (night) is made ef REPS 
Distinct every affair Se, SSB GS op 


Of wisdom, ***! 


5. By command, from Our 


Presence. For We (ever) 
Send (revelations), 


. As a Mercy 
From thy Lord: 
For He hears and knows**®? 


(All things); 


. The Lord of the heavens 
And the earth and all 


oe 5 OD 
Zallan Hiss eyo 45 
eA GoseaS) 





4688. These Abbreviated Letters are discussed in the Introduction to S. 40, paragraphs 2-4. 


4689. The Qur'an is its own evidence. In the last Sirah (45:5) stress was laid on the fact that everyone 
could understand it, Here the stress is on the fact that it is a Message of Mercy from Allah in that it warns 
mankind against evil. 


4690, Usually taken to be a night in the month of Ramadan, say the 25rd, 25th, or 27th night of that 
month, It is referred to as the Night of Power in 97:1-2. See also 2:185. But perhaps we need mot fix it literally 
by the calendar, The night that a Message descends from Allah is indeed a blessed night like a day of rain 
for a parched land. 

4691. Such an occasion is one on which divine Wisdom places before us, through Revelation, the solution 
of spiritual problems of the highest import to mankind, 


4692. Ie is because Allah is the friend of the friendless and the help of the helpless that He hears all 
sincere prayers, and as His knowledge embraces all things, He grants to us whatever is best for us, not as we 
see it, but as He knows it in His perfect knowledge. 
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Between them, if ye (but) 


8. There is no god bur He: 
It is He Who gives life 
And gives death — 

The Lord and Cherisher 
To you and your earliest 
Ancestors, 


9. Ge: they play abour*™ 
n doubt. 


10. Then watch thou 
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Siac ae 
ZAaiNt Se 255 Pa 


i= ear pe 
Ret wae 


Scat O 


For the Day**™* 

That the sky will “ “ 
Bring forth a kind gua gla slatl 
Of smoke (or mist)*""* 

Plainly visible, 

ll. Enveloping the people: oe 
This will be a Penalty pea Fer eee | Acre i 
Grievous. 

12. (They will say:) * e-c< 
“Our Lord! Remove GS 23 





460%. Gf-2:4. They cannot fully realise what a tremendous thing it Is that Allab ts ther owe Lord vad 
Cherisher (next verse), as He is the Lord and Cheriaher of the whole Universe, unell chey firmly belfeve —oniil 
their Faith amounts.to a certainty, secure and wnehakable, 


4604. The sory is mainly about the Qurayeh. But there is a wider meaning behind it, applicable to mes 
generally, aod at all tames. As a body the Quraysh, cepecially in the earlier stages of the preaching of ldam, 
with it, anc expressed doubts about it, whereas dhe Preacher was moet carnest about lt, wich all hon ban 
and eoul in it, as be towed his people and wished to save them from their wickedness and fotly. 


4495.) Whar Day tr this? tt obviously refers co a great calamity, and from the wording & le to be a peat 
calamity in the future, seen with the prophetic eye. The word yaghshd in vere I may be compared @ 
ef pA AT yA ie BGs], which obvienialy refers to the final Day of fudgement~ Bat verse 15 below ("We thal 
remove the Penalty fora while) shows thae ji ld not che final Judgement referred to here, but some calamliy 
that waa to happen toon afterwards. Perhaps it was a famine, about which see the next npte. 


4696. The “smoke" or “mist” le loterpreted on good authoriry tw refer w a severe farnine in Makkah 
in which msn were'so pinched with hunger that they caw mit before their eyes when they looked at the ie 
Ton Kathtrin his TartkA mentions two famines in Makkah, one in the 8th pear of the Mission, say the fourth 
year before the Hijrah. ‘and another about the Sth year after the Hijrah. Bui as eiber of bothof thee feminn 
lated as many as ecven year, the dase are to be taken wery rooghly. li even posible thai the peo Goer 
were continuou, of varying sewerity from. year to year BobbirT mentions only the po-Hiprah famine, wack 
was apparcatly so sewere that men began to cat bores and carrion. Abi Sufyiin (abour # AH) approached 
the Holy Prophet to intercede and pray for the removal of the famine, as the Pagans attributed jt we tbe come 
of the Prophet. Sirah 23. which io oles Mulhkan, bot of larer date than the present Sirah. also rein oa 
farming) see 25°75, and a FSF) As Sirahe were Got all revealed entire, but many came piecemeal, it ix pouihe 
that particular verses in a given Sirah may be of different dates from the Sirah an a whole, 
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The Penalty from us, 
For we do really believe!” 


How shall the Message 

Be (effectual) for them,***” 
Seeing that a Messenger 
Explaining things clearly 
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4, 4 sae] IGTEZ . 


sSWAS OD 


“ 





” bid pile ls, 
Has (already) come to them— 


14. Yet they turn away 
From him and say: ‘““Tutored 
(By others), a man possessed !’"**** 


s ios MARI S5aiol S32 2 @> 


15. We shall indeed remove***® “4s arta ae 
The Penalty for a while, Ws pia) 1,566 0) 
(But) truly ye will revert ra ae 
(To your ways). IY 


16. One day We shall seize 158 
You with a mighty onslaught: 
We will indeed (then) 
Exact Retribution! 


stb thoes 
Spatial) 


Ct a S72 \ cot ty 


17. Ble did, before them, Dyerae te ae 


Try the people of Pharoah:*7°° 
There came to them 


1 as aly Avot ‘les 
A messenger most honourable, *”" 





4697. Quraysh had before them a prophet whose purity of life was openly known to them; they them- 
selves called him Al Amin (worthy of all trust); he preached in their own language in words of burning 
eloquence and transparent clearness; yet they tiirned away from him and called him a madman, or one 
whove Message was not inspired by Allah, but written by some hidden hand (see next note)! How will the 
teaching of spiritual Truth make way among such unreasonable people? 


AGQS, Tutored: see 16:103, and n, 2143. Possessed: see 15:6, and n, 1940. 


4699. Allah gives every chance to all His creatures, however rebellious, He gives them a little trial, perhaps 
personal, perhaps economic, to see if that would bring them to their bearings, and train their will in the right 
direction. Some are thus reclaimed, and some do not learn, Perhaps, for the latter, He gives them a chance 
byremoving the trial;some are reclaimed, and some still remain obdurate. And so, in His wisdom, He allows 
His grace to work, again and again, until, at the last, Judgement must seize the last and irreclaimable 
remnant “with a mighty onslaught" 

~ Stich working of Allah's Providence is clearly visible in the story of Quraysh: It is & pity that the economic 
conditions of Makkah have not been studied in detail in any of the standard biographies of the Prophet 
The so-called biographies by non-Mustims, ¢ £ Muir's Life, do not even mention any Makkan famine or its 
feactions on Quraysh mind! 


"4700, This reference is to the pride of Pharaoh and his Egyptians, and their fall, rather than to the story 
saa lak Se sO Pa vance WES LAGU Whdecdb ot tc contrasted with their 
pride, unbelief, and fall: and in 44:57, to the ancient Himyar kingdom in Yemen, which similarly fell for its sins. 


+ 4701. Most honourable: this epithet is specially applied to Moses here, as expressing the truth, in contrast 
to the Pharoah’s false characterisation of him as “a contemptible wretch’ (43:52), 
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18. Saying: “Restore to me‘? Mees A Ate 
The ‘servants of: Allah: aioe Gala) Gy) 
I am to you a messenger y <2) 
Worthy of all trust;*7®* tbdeosocal 

19. “And be not arrogant Mee acs Ane fai 
As against Allah: ail Sl Level, ‘0. 
For I come to you (vbesistaetie8 
With authority manifest. cas pelts Salcd 

20. “For me, I have sought*’™ Y OAC 
Safety with my Lord DWAR we © 
And your Lord, against yee { 
Your injuring me.*7 V¥ipo 

21. “If ye believe me not,*7* os Warne raf s 
At least keep yourselves sfc ble 99 ih @ 
Away from me.” 

22. (But they were aggressive: )*7°” Rf 24 42-1774 
Then he cried ss ae Shas es 
To his Lord: 2 ie 
“These are indeed On Fey 
A people given to sin.” 

23. (The reply came:) Oa ek 
“March forth with my servants Wisse b@ 
By night; for ye are Piped hall 
Sure to be pursued. one 4} 





4702. The argument of Moses and his “authority manifest" will be found at 7;104-108, 120-126, 150-187. 
Notice how fully he assumes the authority of his office here. He claims all “servants of Allah”, #.e., true worshipper, 
as under his protection, for his mission was both to the Egyptians and the Israelites; he asks that they should 
be restored to Aim; and he boldly denounces the Pharaoh's arrogance “as against Allah’. 


4705. “Worthy of all trust”: Amin, a tide that applied to prophets in S. 26, ¢.g., see 26:107. As the Holy 
Prophet had historically earned that title among his own people, the reminiscences of the story of Moses apply 
to him in his relations with the arrogant Quraysh. 


4704. It is no use their plotting his death or his vilification; for his safety is in Allah. As he truly says, 
“Allah is not only my Lord, but your Lord also; your responsibility arises apart from my preaching, but! 
preach in order to remind you of it’ 


4705, “Inguring me’: literally “stoning me”. “Stoning may be here symbolical of any injury or vilification, 


4706. If you do not believe me, at least go your ways; do not add to your sins by trying to suppress me 
and the Message of Truth which I bring: keep out of my way. 


4707, They would not even leave him alone to do his duty. So he cried to Allah, not indeed to destroy 
them, for a Prophet does not judge, but only Allah judges; he justified himself in prayer, that he had done 
his best, but they were obdurate in sin, and they were trying to oppress and injure the believers, Then came 
the order to march. They were to march under the cover of night, because the enemy was sure to pursue. 
They were to march with all believers, presumably believing Egyptians (such as were not martyred) as well 
as Israelites, for some Egyptians had believed: 7:12). 








Sirah 44: Al Dukhan 1287 Silla 


24, “And leave the sea 157 on ~ 

As a furrow (divided):*7* FSESID ETC 

We For they are a host x bertms ea ost 

~~ (Destined) to ‘be drowned.” Op Moe} 

2. How many were the gardens*’** * Sse oa Sc . Hh "< A \ 
And springs they left behind, rks LEASES 

26. And cornfields Cit studing a6 

- And noble buildings, possess © 

2?. And wealth (and conveniences _fege 

— Of life), wherein they Eng Galil £5; 


Had taken such delight! 


28. Thus (was their end)! ? eer Ain este “ 55. 

And We make other people Se alt pla slaalss” Gony 
Inherit (those things)! 

29. And neither heaven*’® PaaS | i cot Cae tae elle 

__ Nor earth shed a tear PNG a ESS & 

_ Over them: nor were ones 
They given a respite (again). Ujeuly 


C. 217,—So with the Children of Israel: 

(44:30-59.) Granted gifts and favours, they became 
Arrogant and fell. Can the Quraysh 
Escape the doom for sin? We created 
The world for just ends. The Day 
Will come when good and evil will be 
Sorted out: each will meet 
The fruits of its own deeds. Give good heed 
To the Message revealed, and wait and watch. 


rn 
f 


ia a 


SECTION 2. 







0. Be did deliver aforetime 


The Children of Israel 
From humiliating Punishment,*7" 


dec ial; a> 
eae) 


hall. 

of: 4708. For the passage of Moses and his following, the sea had divided; they were to pass through the 

oF furrow and leave it alone, to lure on the Egyptian host, on which the sea afterwards closed in, totally 
them, 





“ tn00. There follows a wordpicture of all the fine and enjoyable things which the ruling caste had 
. Now these proud monopolists were drowned in the sea, and the inheritance went to other hands. 


410. They died, “unwept, unhonoured, and unsung”. They were too inordinate to be given another chance. 
Pharaoh had claimed to be their supreme god; and they had followed him! 

Se 

4711. The Israclites were held in bondage prior to the Exodus. Their hard taskmaster placed every indignity 
on them, and by Pharaoh's decree their male children were to be killed, and their females were to be kept 
alive for the Egyptians. 
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31. Inflicted by Pharaoh, for he 
Was arrogant (even) among 
Inordinate transgressors. 













52. And We chose them aforetime a ta ae fae boot ee ce, 
Above the nations, knowingly,*"" | Ctetall Bice relia 
35. And granted them Signs‘' 
In which there was 
A manifest trial. 


CONG tly & 


$4. As'to’ these: (Quraysh),*™ SS SRA0 


) say forsooth: 


55. “There is nothing beyond IMGs 0) 
Ms 


Our first death, 
And We shall TLot eo Dee oe 
Be raised again, Opens lay 


86. “Then bring (back) 
Our forefathers, if what 
Ye say is true!” 


Sante mbol bales © 


a 


37. What! are they better 
Than the people of Tubba‘™ 
And those who were 
Before them? We destroyed 


Sere Fe, Sake Ghee 955 
Absordlyy od ee re © 
Le 
4712. From degrading servitude, fornel was delivered, and taken, lasaiee af many rebellions and backs!idings 
an the way, to “a land flowing with milk ape honey", where later they established the glorious kingdom of 
David and Solomon. This was not merely fortuitous In Allah's prescience it was to be w link in furthering 
the great universal Plan. Boot their being chosen did por mean thas they could do what chey liked. In hat 


aenee there in no “chosen race” before Allah. But Allah gives every rece and every individual » chance and 
when the race of individual fails w live up to it, he of it moe: fall and give place oo other 


473. Among the “Signa” grven to lerae) were their own Revelation under Moses, their prosperous land 
of Canaan, their flourishing Kingdom under David aod Solomon, ther prophew and teachers af Troth, and 
the advent of pesos to reclaim the lost ones among them, All these were criale, When they failed in che rk 
they were ieft po wander desolare and euffer 


474. The cases of the Egyptians and the leractites having been cited aa great nations which fell chroogh 
inordinate-vanity and wrongdoing, the case i now pressed home against the Qurayah leaders in their arrogance 
to the Holy Prophet himaclf They deny Revelation, they deny a future life, as the Sadducees did among the 
Jews before them; they persecute the Prophet of Allah, and those who beliewe In him) and they mockingly 
demand that cheir ancestors should be brought back to life, if ic is erwe that here bee furore fife “They are 
reminded that beter men than they lived in their own country of Arabia, men who had knowledge of Allaky 
What chance have they unbess they purn and repens? = 


4715. Tobba i uncenosed to be a dale or family name of Bima king im Yermen, of tee cribe of Haodin 
The Himyar were an ancient rece. Ad one theme they eee to heer extended their hegemony over all Anbii 
and perhaps beyond. to the East African Coam Their cartiest religion eceme to have been Sabianiem, of the 
worship of the heavenly bodies. They seem at different ames, later on, to have profewed tbe Jewish and dhe 
Christian religion, Among the Embassies sent by the Holy Prophet in AH, 9-10 was one to the Hier 
Vernen, which led to their coming into lilam. This was of course much later than the date ofthis Sarah. 
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_ Them because they were te. Bt4 goss 
Guilty of sin.*7" Sly orl 


9 Me seem Sac © 


heavens, the earth, 
And all between them, SoA AG ad 
Merely in (idle) sport;*?”!” “Se Sytlepuls 


89, We created them not “s qeaers 
Except for just ends: SS Gas i & 
But most of them - AEy 4°75 2 7 4F, 
Do not understand. Oped aise SKS 
40. Verily the Day of*?” \ “si peal gop 
Sorting Out is the time eins saa 
, Appointed for all of them — nat gna 
Al, The Day when no protector‘?! (ea rele We ver 
Can avail his client Sie Sey » GY 
In aught, and no help sg? Pray 
Can they receive, Syed, 
c. “= “~ = 
42. Except such as receive‘??? aile5 wy) Lop 
. Allah's Mercy: for He is De 
Exalted in Might, Most Merciful. pba Sync pes ve 
fi SECTION 3, 
43. erily the tree*??! 447404 
apa PNAS) & 





4716. In prehistoric times the Himyar and Yemen seem to have played a large part in Arabia and even 
beyond: see last note. But when they were intoxicated with power, they fell into sin, and gradually they ceased 
to count, not only in Arabia but even in Yemen. 


‘ 4717. Cf. 21:16, and n>.2676. All creation is for a wise and just purpose. But men usually do not realise 
or understand it, because they are steeped in their own ignorance, folly, or passions, 
"48. Day of Sorting Out, or the Day of Decision. Cf. 37:21, and n, 4047. Ignorance, prejudice, passion, 
‘pite, and selfishness, seem sometimes to flourish in this probationary life. In any case they are mixed up with 
justice, common sense, love and regard for others, But the good and the evil will be sorted out 
and separated at the Day of Judgement, There is a time appointed for it. In Allah's good time all will come right, 
4719. When that Day comes, the strictest justice will prevail. No man, however prominently he may have 
walked on the world's stage, can help another. He himself will need help, not the sort of logrolling help which 
high and low render to each other in this life, but which in the conditions of reality will be of no avail. The 
only things which will help will be the Mercy of Allah. 
~ 4720. Allah's Mercy will be the only thing of any efficacy: for He is both able to help (“Exalted in Might”) 
and willing to forgive (“Most Merciful”). 
472\. Now follows a word-picture of the horrors to which Evil must lead us. What human language and 
what figures of speech can adequately describe them? 
_ 4722, The opposite of “delicious Fruits” is the terrible tree of Zaqgqium, which is further described in $7:62-68, 
where see n. 4078. Also see 17:60, n. 2250. 


47. 


48. 


49, 





Among Gardens and Springs: 


And in rich brocade, 
They will face each other;"™ 





aNines® 


Bre encarag: 


sos Tn, 
. ogee ay 4 
par iba ys py Se: ee ro) 
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#725. nubs particular Sarah che beerlag sla we arc Coodidering be ihe arrgaice born of place or pow 
wraith or honour, ax undertood In thy world, The punishment of ignominy looks back to the kind of ds 
which ts'va Whe puniitiad: ‘ 


4784. Whee che Pondishment beeomes a realieed fact, bow foolish will thes look who dowberd. sherk 
(here would be a Hereafieti 


72S. There wall be no uncertainty. a on thi earth, so danger of dicontinuance, so poudbility of ch 
slice teil 


‘7. Cf cS. and no ETS. 


4727) Everything will be open and intocial companionship: for all the petty feelings of jealoory @ 
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54. Moreover, We shall <4 Z 
Join them to Companions‘’** dice @ 
With beautiful, big, | preter 
And lustrous eyes.*’** Het 

55. There can they call i 2 ¢v aceite 

~» For every kind: of fruit*”° ld GSS Bel bee 'O 
In peace and security; 

ate 4 4 Asis 

56. Nor will they there = in a pale Gy 
Taste Death, except the first*’® Loe ie 
Death; and’ fie will preserve ANTES sty] 
Them from the Penalty = ile Cy Spe 
Of the Blazing Fire—*”? | ple 5555 

57. As a Bounty from thy Lord! __ then sted 7 Crates C) 
That will be . Lebsal spt hous 5 Sop Sees Co) 
The supreme achievement!*’"* 

58. Berily, We have made Ni 1 APs tk 
This (Qur'an) casy,*7™* Boas lise ony 
In thy tongue, oI Kee tG 
In order that they Oy a 
May give heed. 

: ; 4d. te8 45 © cf 
59. So wait thou and watch; SBE 556 fap 


For they (too) are waiting. 





4728, The Companions, like the scene, the dress, the outlook, and the fruit, will be beautiful. There 
will be life, but free from all earthly grossness. The women as well as the men of this life will attain to chis 
indescribable bliss. (R). 


4729. Hur implies the following ideas: (1) purity; possibly the word Haw@riytin, as applied to the first 
Disciples of Jesus, is connected with this root; (2) beauty, especially of eyes, where the intense white of the 
eyeballs stands out against the intense black of the pupil, thus giving the appearance of lustre, and intense 
feeling: as opposed to dullness or want of expression; and ($) cruth and good will. 


4730. The metaphorical signification is explained in n. 4671 to 45:73. 


4731. First Death: the ordinary natural death from this life, which brought them to the Garden of Felicity: 
there will be no further death after that. Cf $7:59, and n. 4071. 


4732. In Islam we are taught that salvation is not possible of our unaided efforts. Certainly, striving on 
our part is an indispensable condition: but it is the Mercy of Allah which comes to our help and keeps us 
from the Fire of final Punishment. This is mentioned last as the foundation on which is built our eternal 
felicity and our positive spiritual joys. (R). 


4738. This is our idea of Salvation: the negative avoidance of all the consequences of evil, and the positive 
attainment of all —and more than all —that our hearts could possibly desire. For Allah's Bounty outstrips anything 
that our eyes have seen, or our ears have heard of, or our imagination can conceive. (Cf 4:15). 


4734. Easy: not only to understand, being in the Arabic tongue; but mellifluous, whose rhythm carries 
off our spirits to a higher spiritual plane. In another sense, it is difficult; for to get its deepest meaning. we 
shall have to strive hard, as the contents of this Sirah alone will show. 


Intro. to Stirah 45 1292 


INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 45—AL JATHIYAH 


This is the sixth of the Ha Mim series: for their general theme and chronology, see the 
Introduction to S, 40. 


Summary=The title, Al Jathiyah (‘The Kneeling Down’, or ‘Bowing the knee’), taken from 
verse 28, expresses the leading idea in the Sirah. In this life, in, spite of the Signs of Allah, and 
the evidences of His goodness all around, men go about in Unfaith, and mocking at Faith; bat 
the End will bring them all to their knees. 


C.-218.— The Signs of Allah are everywhere: 

(45:1-37.) His power, wisdom, and goodness are shown 
Through al! Creation and in Revelation. 
How can man be so ungrateful 
As to reject true Guidance, reaping thus 
The fruits of Evil? But men of Faith 

Have. patience and forgive their weaker 

Brethren, and trust in the final justice 
Of Allah. Form no sects, as was done 
Aforetime, nor make your lusts your gods: 
The future is sure, and in the hands 
Of Allah, to Whom all will bend the knee, 
When Truth will shine in all its glory. 
So praise and glory to Allah, the Lord 
And Cherisher of all the worlds! 





Bh: 1293 


- Siirah 45. 
Al Jathiyah (The Kneeling Down) Gate Fx 
In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, is - 
be Most Merciful. S PS 5 
1. Ha Bim | . «> O> 
2. The revelation*’** ACA AS 
~~ Of the Book Sib O 
/ As from Allah 254 te are 
The Exalted in Power, sy pliat 


Full of Wisdom. 


8. Verily in the heavens”? aid of bospaiie: Hell 10. 
_.. And the earth, are Signs NSS BNI DyH35) 'O) 


For those who believe. 


4. And in the creation*’* * “gee 
Of yourselves and the fact rasa) oe : Ents 35 
_... That animals are scattered es - 
"(Through the earth), are Signs Spaeee cil 


f _ For those of assured Faith. 


5. And in the alternation‘*’®* ys 4, 
Of Night and Day, MG LEG @ 


And the fact that Allah Dper’ 
__.. Sends down Sustenance*’*® from 35s IAG. ANG 
_» The sky, and revives therewith po rae Ae 

The earth after its death, Gye NiLCE 






4735. See Introduction to S. 40, paragraphs 2-4. 
4736, This verse is the same as 40:2. except that “wisdom” is here substituted in the last line for “Knowledge” 
Siri: agrenptiaie sn in. shin atenh es nen denliog. 2h the folly of those who reject Allah and His Signs, 
while S. 40 dealt with the individual soul's witness to Faith and Virtue. 

4737, Verses 5-5 deal with some of the points in the noble argument in 2:164, but again there are differences 
on account of the different context. Note that here the argument is divided into three parts, one in each verse. 
()) In verse 3 we are dealing with big Signs external to ourselves, some of which are far beyond our personal 
experiences: for rere Faith; they are Signs “for those who believe.’ For the other two see the next 
two notes. ' ' 

4738. (2) These Signs are in our own nature and in the animals we meet with every day; here we have 
certainty within human limits; these are “for those of assured Faith.” 

. 4739, (3) These are our daily experiences fram external things, but they affect us and our lives intimately; 
here are questions of deductions “for those that are wise.” 

4740. “Sustenance’ is almost equivalent here to “rain” itself, and its revival of a dead earth. which neler 
symbolically to Revelation and its putting new life into a dead soul. Similarly the alternation of Night and 
Day, and the change of the winds, besides being Signs as wonderful phenomena of Nature, refer to spiritual 
ignorance and knowledge; rest and activity, and the constant beneficent changes that are going on in the world, 
making for the spread of the blessing of Allah's Revelation. (Cf n. 4540 and n: 4554). 
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And in the change 
Of the winds—are Signs 
For those that are wise. 
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oe 
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6. Such are Signs*’*! 4 Es 

Of Allah, which We rehearse to wall ® 
thee MS, 2s AK A 

In truth: then in what 5 a 
Exposition will they believe “er 64 be {5 
After (rejecting) Allah Sfabeatile yal Sat pate Us 
And His Signs? 

de Woe to cht sinful | 4 Bh 45% 
Dealer in Falsehoods;*’* fe 

8. He hears the Signs 47 AED | 3 A eae 
Of Allah rehearsed to him, ade deal ~ c © 
Yet is obstinate and lofty, Yee SK Sz 4 adh 
As if he had not VSS ae 
Heard them: then announce pene 
To him a Penalty Grievous! alice 

9. And when he learns (22. 
Something of Our Signs, alee AEG 5. 1618; 
He takes them in jest: #1. 4:9 
For such there will be nee LAAs 
A humiliating Penalty,.*’** 

10. In ‘front of them is 


Hell; and of no profit 

To them is anything 

They may. haye earned, 

Nor any protectors they 

May have taken to themselves 
Besides Allah: for them 

Is a tremendous Penalty.*?”* 


pe pelo O 
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te ISG Z Ser J 


Geass 


o AS 


Hideo Issues 


abe tle Deh i’ 





4741. If there are any to whom the Signs from Nature, from within their own heart and conscience, and 
from the voice of Revelation, are not enough to convince them, what possible kind of exposition will they accept? 


4742, A soul so dead, as described in the last note, is indeed wretched. It will resort to falsehoods, in 
worship, in conduct, and in its attitude towards Allah. It will be obstinate, and pretend to be “above such 
things’ It will hear the most beautiful Message but not profit by it. The loss or punishment is its own, and 
grievous it is! 


4743, Note that in each of the verses 8-11 the Penalty is characterised by a certain description, which 
accords with the crime. (1) In verse 8, the man is arrogant about the Signs of Allah's love and care all around 
him, and his Penalty is “grievous”. (2) In verse 9, he ridicules Allah’s Signs, and his Penalty is “humiliating”: 
he makes himself a ridiculous fool. (3) and (4) are described in the two following notes. 


4744, (3) In verse 10 the sinner has piled up all the good things of this life, and thinks he has got plenty 
of helpers and protectors but all these things are of no use, On the contrary, his Penalty will be “tremendous 
to correspond with the great pains which he has taken to multiplythe gods of his worship. 
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a verd is (true) Guidance: alae QP 
- And for those who reject y dl 
The Signs of their Lord, eben H SONI Cally 
Is a grievous Penalty 

> ; 748 Ge <s ie 
a Of abomination.‘ “a 5 ssf, Ste, celle 
- ‘SECTION 2. 


42. Ie is Allah Who has GRAPES cltat CO 


‘ Subjected the sea to you,*’** 


_.. That ships may sail (4 oN; 

’ Through it by His command, eahoad cxly Sg Aas ci 
That ye may seek Dye bi 
Of His Bounty, and that ES, 


-. Ye may be grateful. 


‘18. And He has subjected <3 Yirr 
To you, as from Him, SLANE KFS 


- All that is in the heavens*’*’ See 
~~ And on earth: behold, lene ats 
_ In that are Signs indeed > Rave z 
-” For those who reflect. <aos ee Spd as 235) 
14. Tell those. who believe, ere sone 42d 
"To forgive those who ig pains ale Cyl Ns i 
Do not look forward ad ¢ bee we 
. -To the Days of Allah:*’* GSaaileG ip eS) 


It is for Him to recompense*’*? 





4745, (4) In verse Il, he has flouted and rejected the specific guidance that came to him from the Word 
of Allah, or from the admonition of a Prophet of Allah. His Penalty is a penalty of abomination: he earns 
unspeakable horror and abomination from all the Righteous, and is an unclean object in the Kingdom of Heaven. 


_ 4746. Cf 16:14 and notes thereon, especially n. 2037. The one encircling ocean of our globe is one of 
the most significant facts in our physical geography. Its salt water is an agent of global sanitation. The salubrious 
effects of sea air, with its ozone, are well known to everyone who has recouped his health by its means. Thanks 
to ships, the sea unites rather chan divides: communications are, and have always been, more active between 
eacoast towns than further inland, They thus further human intercourse, and. help us to seek the “Bounty 
of Allah”, not only in a commercial! but in an intellectual and spiritual sense, All this is through “Allah's command” 
he, ne ene eres and we should be grateful. 
bs 

4747. Cf. $120, ins n. 3605. The sea was only one example of ‘Allah 'cherishing care in making all 
things in nature available for the use of man, through the genius and faculties which: He has given to man. 
Man should never forget that it is all “as from Him” ¢¢., from Allah. For is not man Allah's vicegerent on 
earth (2:30)? 


4748. Cf 7:54, n.-1081.. The Days of Allah 1 interpret to mean:not periods of twenty-four hours, but 
the stages through which Allah's Purpose works in us on bringing home to us a sense of sin and a sense of 
Allah's Mercy. We must be patient with those who have not yet aquired thar sense. “Days of Allah” may also 
mean the Days of the Kingdom of Allah, when evil will be destroyed and Allah's authority will reign unquestioned. 


4749. Allah will give due recompense for good or evil according to His own full Knowledge and righteous 
Plan, and in His own good time, (R). 
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(For.good or ill) each People*’*® 
According to what 
They have earned. 


SSC 


15. If anyone does*’*' a walle \ 7 a Fie oe 
A righteous deed, 
It enures to the benefit ave ore 
Of his own soul; Pessctes 
If he does evil, be 4h 
It works against pile 
(His own soul). ail 
In the end will Diy 
(All) be brought back 
To your Lord. 
16. Te did aforetime pare e CEs; 
Grant to the Children*’*? - 
Of Israel the Book, ane. nee tue SSI 
The Power of Command, 
And Prophethood; We gave ite Wea 5 Be S404 
Them, for Sustenance, things*’*® "2 
Good and pure; and We 44RD eae 
Favoured them above the nations. tveldal | be Peles 
17. And We granted them 


Clear Signs in affairs 
(Of Religion): it was only*7* 
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After- knowledge had been scab 
Granted to them that they c Som tone, ( Ba. 
Fell into schisms, through mp loar’s, nie 
Insolent envy’’** among themselves spainghiasind F 


Verily thy Lord will judge 
Between them on the Day 


Pape sse ts} 





4750. ‘People’ here may be taken to be a group of common characteristics, ¢.g., the righteous in contrast 
with the unrighteous, the oppressed in contrast with the oppressors, and so on. 


4751. Ordinarily good and evil come to their own even in this world; but invany case there is the final 
Judgement before Allah. 


4752. The argument here is similar to that in 44:52-33 but; it is more particularised here. Israel had 
the Revelation given through: Moses, the power of judgement and command through the Kingdom of David 
and Solomon, and numerous prophetic warnings through such men as Isaiah and Jeremiah. 


4758. “Sustenance’, here as elsewhere is to be understood both in a physical and metaphorical sense, The 
Mosaic Law laid down rules of diet, excluding things unclean, and it laid down rules for a pure and honourable 
life. In this way Israel became the standard-bearer of Allah's law, thus "favoured above the nations.” 


4754. Cf. 10:93. The Jews were the more to blame that they fell from Grace after all the divine favours 
which they had enjoyed. Their schisms and differences arose from mutual envy, which was rebellious insolence 
against Allah. As the next verse shows, some of them (not all) rejected the mission of the Holy Prophet, also 
through envy that a Prophet had come among the Arabians. 


4755. Cf 2:90, and that whole passage, with its notes. 
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Of Judgement as to those Scere 
Matters in which they SypblZesly {rary oes 
Set up differences. 
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4756, SharY‘ah is best translated the “right Way of Religion”, which is wider than the mere formal rites 
and legal provisions, which mostly came in the Madinah period, long after this Makkan verse had been revealed 


4757. That is, in thy service of Allah. Ignorant and contentious men are of no use or service to any Cause 
The more you seek their help. the more do their ignorance and their contentiousness increase their own 
importance in their own eyes. Evil protects (or thinks it protects) evil) it has really no power of protection 
at all, for itself or for others. The righteous seek the protection of Allah; Who can and will protect them 


4758. The evidences of Allah's Signs should be clear to all men: to men of Faith, who accept Allah's 
Grace, they are a Guide and a Mercy. 


4759. Vhree meanings can be deduced. (1) The evil ones are not in Allah's sight like the righteous ones; 
neither in life nor in death are they equal; in life the righteous are guided by Allah and receive His Grace, 
and after death His Mercy, while the others reject His Grace, and after death receive condemnation (2) Neither 
are the two the same in this life and in the afterlife; if the wicked flourish here, they will be condemned in 
the Hereafter; if the good are in suffering or sorrow here, they will receive comfort and consolation in the 
Hereafter; ($) The real life of the righteous —for they have received spiritual life —is not like the nominal life 
of the wicked, which is really death; nor is the physical death of the righteous, which will ne ys ge 
eternal life, like the terrible death of the wicked which will bring them to eternal misery, ° 
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25. And when Our Clear 
Signs are rehearsed to them, 
Their argument is nothing 
But this: they say, “Bring*’™ 
(Back) our forefathers, if 
What ye say is true!” 


26. Say:‘It is Allah Who 
_ Gives you life, then 

Gives you death; then 
He will gather you together 
For the Day of Judgement 
About which there is 
No doubt”; but most 
Men do not understand. 


SECTION 4. 


27. To Allah belongs 
The dominion of the heavens 
And the earth, and 
The Day that the Hour 
Of Judgement is established — 
That Day will the dealers*’®* 
In Falsehood perish! 


28. And thou wilt see 


Every sect bowing the knee:*7’** 


Every sect will be called 
To its Record; “This Day 
Shall ye be recompensed 
For all that-ye did! 


29. “This Our Record speaks 
About you with truth: 
For We were wont*’®’ 
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_ 4764 Cf. 44:36..1t is no argument to say, “If there is a future life, bring back our forefathers and let 
us see them here andnow!” It is not for a man to raise the dead when and where he pleases. It is for Allah 
to command. And His promise is about the general Resurrection for the a of Judgement. In His hands 


are the keys of life and death. 


4765. These vain wranglers about the future life and deniers of the Truth may have a run in this fleeting 
world; but the moment the world of Reality is established, they will see what they now deny. The facts will 
destroy their fancies, and they themselves will find themselves humiliated and lost, for having deliberately 
ignored Allah's Signs and acted in opposition to His Holy Will, 


4766. Bowing the knee: the key phrase of the Sirah, and its title, Cf 19:72. Whatever the arrogance 
of the wicked may be in this life, whatever exclusive sects and divisions they may form in this life, the time 
will come when they will humbly submit and bow the knee of the Truth. Before the Judgement Seat, when 
their Record is produced, they must necessarily be dumb. 


4767, Cf. 43:80. Nothing misses the Recording Angel, and whatever is said in the Record is true. 
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4768. The attainment and-satisfaction of all hopes and desires; the reaching of the final goal of Blix 
Cf. 44:57, and ny. 4733, 


4769. There is arrogance as well as untruth in this pretence, The coming of Judgement has been proclammed 
times out of number by every Prophet of Allah. They cannot dismiss it as a mere idea or superstition. Their 


object is -merely an ostentatious and lofty rejection of Faith; 


4770. Cf. ALB» Their mockery will be curned against themselves, for they will be hemmed in by the yery 
Realities which they had ignored or doubted or laughed iat, (see also n, 4806 to 46;26), 


4771. Cf. 7:51 and n. 1029. “Forget’ is of course metaphorical for ‘deliberately to ignore’. 





— — 








Sirah 45: Al Jathiyah 


Abode is the Fire, and 
No helpers have ye! 
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36. Then Praise be to Allah,*7”3 
Lord of the heavens 
And Lord of the earth — 
Lord and Cherisher 
Of all the worlds! 


37. To Him be Glory 
Throughout the heavens 
And the earth: and He 
Is Exalted in Power, _ 
Full of Wisdom! 


1301 


Eakabiee. Bisys yea 
all Pe Per, < SL - 
Spd ANS CHEE; 


na cil. Fgh Ke Xs © {rep 
ie 
ances 


iY 


KAM SAAs O 
5 AIS 


AN GoSalHe SG DP 
SEI; AIS 


4772. It is implied that ‘you deliberately allowed yourselves to be deceived by the vanities of this world’, 
or ‘that you put yourselves into a position where you were deceived, for you were expressly warned against Evil’ 


4775. The argument having been completed about the fruits of this life being reaped in the Ma ‘@d, or 
the Hereafter, when perfect balance will be restored and perfect Justice will reign supreme, the Sirah closes 
with praise and glory to Allah. Who is not only Omnipotent but is full of Wisdom, and cherishes and cares 
for all His creation. We began with the remembrance of His Revelation and Mercy, and we close with the 
celebration of His goodness, power, and wisdom. Note how the argument is rounded off by the reminiscence 
of the last clause of the second verse of this Siirah. 


Intro. to Stirah 46 1302 


INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 46—AL AHQAF 


This is the seventh and last Sirah of the Ha Mim series, For the general theme and 
chronological place of these Siirahs see the Introduction to S. 40. 

The Ahga@f (mentioned in verse 21) are the long and winding crooked tracts of sandhills, 
characteristic of the country of the ‘Ad people, adjoining HadramaWt and Yemen: see 7:65, 2. 
1040. These people had, at that time, probably a fertile irrigated country, but their sins brought 
on the calamity mentioned in 46:24-25, The lesson of this Sirah is that if the Truth is challenged, 
the challenge will be duly answered, and Truth vindicated. 


Summary—All Creation has a Purpose behind it: Truth and Revelation will be vindicated, 
and those who question it will be undone by the very means by which they set such store: the 
righteous should wait in patience and constancy (46:1-35, and C. 219). 


C. 219.—Creation is for just ends, and Falsehood 
(46:1-35) Is-but straying from the Path: 

Say what people may 
Truth carries its own vindication; 
Follow it firmly. Let age think of youth, 
And youth not turn rebellious. There are fine 
Gradations in the kingdom of Allah; then strive 
For the best. Let not pride and arrogance 
Undo you: the humble are often the best 
Recipients of Truth, All will come right 
In good time: so persevere with patient firmness 
Of purpose. Justice that seems to tarry 
Comes really on swiftest foot but sure. 
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- 4773-A. See introduction to S. 46, paragraph 2. 


~* $774. See introduction to S. 40, paragraphs 2-4. 


' 4775. This verse is the same as the second verse of the last Sirah, but the theme is worked out differently 
in the two Siirahs. In S. 45 was shown how deniers of Revelation will at last be humbled until they can no 
longer deny its truth and power. In this Sirah is shown how Truth and Revelation will be vindicated by patience 
and constancy (46:35). 


4776. Cf. 45:22. Many things may appear to us in the present world as strange and inexplicable. But 
trerything made by Allah has a just purpose which must be fulfilled. Nothing in this world is permanent: 
everything is for an appointed term. The Word of Allah alone abides. All else will pass away after it has fulfilled 
its purpose. But Unbelievers refuse to face the danger of which they are warned. 


4777. Some people may rush thoughtlessly into false worship, because it is the fashion or an ancestral 
custom, etc, They are asked to pause and see for themselves, Have the false gods or falsehood created anything? 
(They destroy-much). Or have they any share or lot in the*things we associate with the heavens —spiritual 


well-being, etc.? 


4778. Or is there any warrant for you from any earlier revelation, assuming that you do not believe in 
this Revelation? Or can you point to the least scrap or remnant of real knowledge on which you can base 
what we condemn as your false life? No, you cannot. 
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4779. As there is no argument at all in favour of your sham worship, what sense is there in it? Either 
your false gods are senseless stocks and stones which will never answer you to the end of Time, being themselves 
devoid of understanding, or they are real objects which will disown you at the last (Cf 25;17-18). Lf you worshipped 
Self, your own misused faculties will witness against you at the last (41:20-23). If you worshipped good mea 
or prophets, like Jesus, they will disown you (5;119), Similarly, if you worshipped angels, they will disown you 
(34:40-41). 


4780_ When the truth is actually brought to their doors, they call it sorcery! Cf $7:12-15, and n. 4042 


4781. ‘If L forged a message from myself as one purporting to come from Allah, you would not be able 
to see me enjoy any of the blessings from Allah which I enjoy: you would not see me calm and relying os 
Allah, nor would you see me bear the reputation of being a trustworthy man. A liar comes to an evil end 
But what about those whe talk so glibly and freely about things which they know not? Allah knows all, and 
He is my witness! But even against your false accusations, | pray for His forgiveness and mercy to you, fer 
He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful!’ ‘ 
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4782. “What is there to forge? All prophets have taught the Unity of Allah and our duty to mankind. 
| bring no new-fangled doctrine, but eternal truths that have been known to good men through the ages. 
itis @ reclaim you that I have come. I do not know what will be your fate for all this callousness, nor what 
you will do to me. But this I know, that I am preaching truth and righteousness as inspired by Allah. My 
duty is only to proclaim aloud and clearly the Message entrusted to me by Allah. The rest I leave to Allah’ 


4783. Another side of the argument is now presented, “You pagan Arabs! You are puffed up with pride, 
though you are an ignorant nation. Among Israel there are men who understand the previous scriptures, and 
who find the Qur'Sn and its Preacher a true confirmation of the previous scriptures. They accept Islam as 
a fulfillment of the revelation of Moses himself! (See Deut. 18-18-19). And yet you hold back, though the Qur’an 
has come in your own language, in order to help you to understand. How unjust and how shameful! In chat 
case, with what face can you seek guidance from Allah?’ 


4784. There were learned Jews (and Christians) who saw in the Holy Prophet the Messenger of Allah 
foreshadowed in previous Revelations, and accepted Islam. As this is a Makkan Siirah we need not construe 
this as a reference to ‘Abd Allah ibn Salim, whose conversion was in Madinah only two years before the Prophet's 
death, unless we accept this particular verse to be so late in date. The sincere Jews were in a position to understand 
how this Revelation fitted in with all they had learnt about Revelation. 


4785. A great many of the early Muslims were in humble positions, and were despised by the Quraysh 
leaders. ‘If such men could see any good in Islam,’ they said, ‘there could be no good in it: if there had been 
any good in it, we should have been the first to see it!" The spiritually blind have such a good conceit of themselves! 
As they reject it, and as the Revelation is proved to have historic foundations, they can only call it “an old, 
old falsehood"! 
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4786. The last revealed Book which was a Code of Life (Shariah) was the Book of Moses: for that of 
Jesus was not such a Code, but merely moral precepts to sweep away the corruptions that had crept in. The 
Qur’in has the same attitude to it as the teaching of Jesus had to the Law, Jesus said (Matt. 5:17); “Think 
not that I am come to destroy the Law or the prophets; I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil,” But the corrupdom 
took new forms in Christian Churches: an entirely new Shariah became necessary, and this was provided in Islam, 


4787, To say, “Our Lord is Allah" is to acknowledge that we owe no service to any creature, and shall 
render none: Allah shall have our exclusive devotion, “To remain firm on that Path” is shown by our conduct 
we prove that we love Allah and all His creatures, and will unflinchingly do our duty in all circumstance 


4788. Cf 2:38. The phrase occurs in numerous other places, with a new application on each occasion. 
Here, if our claim is true that ‘our Lord is Allah’, what fear can possibly come to us, or what calamity as 
there be to cause us grief? For our Lord is our Cherisher, Defender, and Helper, our Hope and our Comfon, 
which can never fail. 


4789. Cf. 29:8 and 31:4. 
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~ 4790. In 51:14 the time of weaning was stated to be at the age of two years, f¢., 24 months. See also 
2253. That leaves six months as the minimum period of human gestation after which the child is known 
io be viable. This is in accordance with the latest ascertained scientific facts. The average period is 280 days, 
& ten times the inter-menstrual period, and of course the average period of weaning is much less than 24 months. 

_ The maximum period of breast-feeding (2 years) is again in accordance with the time that the first dentition 
it ordinarily completed in a human child. The lower milk incisors’ in the centre come out between the 6th 
and 9th months; then come out the milk teeth at intervals, until the canines appear. The second molars come 
gut at about 24 months, and with them the child has a complete apparatus of milk teeth. Nature now expects 
him to chew and masticate and be independent of his mother's milk completely. On the other hand it hurts 
the mother to feed from the breast after the child has a complete set of milk teeth. The permanent teeth 
begin at the sixth year, and the second molars come at 12 years. The third molars are the wisdom teeth, which 
tay appear at 18 to 20 years, or not at all. 


_ A791. The age of full strength (ashudd) is held to be between 18 and $0 or $2. Between $0 and 40 the 
man is in his best manhood. After that he begins to look to his growing issue, and rightly commends the new 
generation to Allah. Perhaps his spiritual faculties also gain the upper hand after 40. 


4792. Cf. 29:7 and n. $429. 
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4798. A godly man often has an ungodly son, who flouts all that the father held sacred, and looks upon 
his father himself as old-fashioned and unworthy of respect or regard. The contrast in an individual family 
may be matched by the contrast in the passing and the rising generations of mankind. All this happens a 
a passing phase in the normal evolution of mankind, and there is nothing i in this to be despondent about 
What we have to do is for the mature generations to bring up their successors in godly ways, and for the younger 
generations to realise that age and experience count for something, especially in the understanding of spiritual 
matters and other matters of the highest moment to man. 


4794, Cf 41:25 and n. 4494, Each individual, each.generation, and each people is responsible for is 
own good deeds or misdeeds, The law of actions and their fruits applies: you cannot blame one for another, 
The only remedy lies in seeking for Allah's Grace and Mercy, not only for ourselves but for others in brotherly 
or fatherly love. 

This verse is in balanced contrast to verse 16 above. 


4795. There is fine grading in the spiritual Kingdom. Every deed, good or bad, is judged and weighed 
to the minutest degree, with its motives, intentions, results, and relevant circumstances. Tt is not a mere rough 
classification. The fruits of evil will be exactly according to the degree of evil. But, as stated in other passages 
(e.g., 28:84), the reward of good deeds will be far beyond their merits, on account of the Mercy and unbounded 
Bounty of Allah. 
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41796. Received your good things implies (in Arabic) grabbing at them, being greedy of them, seeking 
them as fleeting pleasures rather than the most serious things of life, sacrificing the spiritual for the material. 


4797. They will be told: "You took your choice, and you must pay the price. You did wrong in a rebellious 
spirit, and prided yourselves on your wrongdoing, not occasionally, but of set purpose and constantly. Now 
will you be humbled in the dust, as a fitting punishment’ 

a 

4798. Cf. 7:65, and note 1040. The point is that the Warner who was raised among the ‘Ad people—as 
among other peoples—was not a stranger, but one of their own brethren, even as the Holy Prophet began 
his preaching with a call to his own brethren the Quraysh. 


4799. Windmg Sand-tracts: Ahg@f: see Introduction to this Sirah. The very things, which, under irrigation 
and with Allah's Grace, gave them prosperity and power, were to be their undoing when they broke Allah's 
Law and defied His Grace. See verses 24-26 below. 


4800. They were too much wedded to their evil ways—to the false gods that they worshipped —to appreciate 
the sincere advice of the Prophet of Allah. They defied him and defied Allah Who had sent him. Mockingly 
they challenged him to bring on the threatened punishment! For they did not believe a word of what he said. 
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4801, The coming of the Punishment for evil was (and is always) certain. At what particular time it would 
come he could not tell. It is not for the prophet, but for Allah, to bring on the Penalty, Burt he saw that 
. it was useless to appeal to them on account of the ignorance in which they were content to dwell. 


4802. The Punishment came suddenly, and when they least expected it. They wanted rain, and they saw 
a cloud and rejoiced. Behold, it was coming towards their own tracts, winding through the hills. Their irrigation 
channels would be full, their fields would be green, and their season would be fruitful. But no! What is this? 
It is a tremendous hurricane, carrying destruction on its wings! A violent blast, with dust and sand! Its fury 
destroys everything in its wake! Lives lost! Fields covered with sandhills! The morning dawns on a scene of 
desolation! Where were the men who boasted and defied their Lord! There are only the ruins of their houses 
to witness 10 the past! 


4808. Here is the figure of speech known in rhetoric as aposiopesis, to heighten the effect of the suddenness 
and completeness of the calamity. In the Arabic text, the verb asbahii, in the third person plural, leads us 
to expect that we shall be cold what they were doing in the morning, But no! They had been wiped out, and 
any small remnant had fled (see n. 1040 to 7:65). Nothing was to be seen but the ruins of their houses. 
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4804. The ‘Ad and their successors the Thamiid were more richly endowed with the faculties of the arts, 
xiences, and culture than ever were the Quraysh before Islam. “Hearing and seeing” refer to the experimental 
faculties; the word “heart” in Arabic includes intellect, or the rational faculties, as well as the instruments 
of feeling and emotion, the aesthetic faculties. The Second ‘Ad, or the Thamiid, have left interesting traces 
of their architecture in the country round the Hijr: see n. 1045 to 7:75, and notes 2002-2008 to 15:80-82. 


4805. The highest talents and faculties of this world are useless in the spiritual world if we reject the 
laws of the spiritual world and thus become outlaws there. : 


4806. See n..4770 to 45:33, They used to mock at Allah's Signs; but those. were the very things which 
hemmed them in, and showed that they had more power and effectiveness than anything else. 


4807. In Arabian history and tradition alone, to say nothing of Allah's Signs elsewhere, sin inevitably 
suffered its Punishment, and in various ways. Would not the later people take warning? 


4808. The false things that they worshipped were figments of their imagination. If they had had any 
tristence in fact, it was not of the kind they imagined. » 


4809. A company of jinns. Nafar (company) may mean a group of from three to ten persons. For /imns, 
wen. 929 to 6:100. They listened to the reading of the Qur'an with great respect. The next verse shows that 


they had heard of the Jewish religion, but they were impressed with the Message of Islam, and they seem to 
have gone back to their people to share the Good News with them (sce also n. 5727), (R). 
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4810. “The one who invites al} 10 Allah is che Holly Prophet. He inviees ui to’ Allah: cif'we beliew ia Allah 
and His Prophet Allah will forgive us cur sins on @ur repentance and amendment of our lives; and seve ui 
the Penalty of che future life, 


460). [fe person refuses to beliewe the Truth, or opposes it, it has mot the least effect on Allah’ Holy 
Plan, whlch will go com ite completion: bur ie-will deprive suck w person of Gece and of any protection 
whatever: he ail] wander about aa an oudaw in manifest hel plesoene. 


#80R) Gf E255 (Verse of the Tiron) “Ho Throne doth eatend over the heweers and the earth: eel 
He-fecteth no farigue in guanding and. preserving them" He Whose power is constant and urrweuried in creating 
and preserving all things in heaven and earth can wurely give life to the dead ap che Rewurrection 
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4818. Cf 46:20, where the argument was closed about the undutiful son of a good father. After that 
the example of the ‘Ad and of the believing Jinns was cited, and now is closed that argument in similar terms. 


4814. The Truth which they denied is now all too clear to them. They are out of the Light of Truth, 
out of the Light of Allah's Countenance, And that in itself is a terrible Penalty. 


4815. All spiritual work proceeds in its own good time. We should never be impatient cither about its 
success or about the punishment which is bound to come for those who oppose it or wish to suppress it. The 
inevitable punishment is spoken of as the Punzshment promised. It will come so soon and so suddenly that 
it will appear as if there was not the delay of a single hour in a single day! Time is a great factor in our 
affairs in this world, but it hardly counts in the spiritual Kingdom. 


4816. The Preacher's duty is to proclaim the Message in unmistakable terms. If any human beings come 
in the way, it will be to their own destruction; but none but rebellious transgressors will be punished. There 
is always hope and forgiveness for repentance and amendment. 


Intro. to Sirah 47 1314 


INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 47—MUHAMMAD 


We have examined and followed the current arrangement of the Siirahs according to subject 
matter and independently of chronology, and we have found that a logical thread runs through 
them, We have now finished more than five-sixths of the Qur'an. The remaining sixth consists 
of short Surahs, but these are again grouped according to subject matter. 


We begin the first of such groups with a group of three Surahs (47 to 49), which deal with 
the organisation of the Muslim Ummah or community both for external defence and in internal 
relations. The present Sirah deals with the necessity of defence against external foes by courage 
and strenuous fighting, and dates from about the first year of the Hijrah, when the Muslims were 
under threat of extinction by invasion from Makkah. 


Summary— Aggressive hostility to Faith and Truth should be fought firmly, and Allah will 
guide (47:1-19 and C. 220). 


Faint-heartedness condemned; those who strive and those who turn away will be sored 
out (47:20-88 and C, 221), 


C, 220. No plots against Truth or Faith will succeed: 
(47:1-19.) But those who follow both will be strengthened. 
Be firm in the fight, and Allah will guide. 
Rebellion against Allah is destruction: fidelity 
Will cool the mind and feed the heart; 
It will warm the affections and sweeten life. 
Hypocrisy carries its own doom. 
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4817. Whatever they do will miss its mark, because Allah is the source of all energy and life. Lf the wicked 
try to persecute men or seduce them from the Truth, the result will be the opposite of what they intend, 


4818. Bal means state or condition, whether external, or of the heart and mind, Both meanings apply 
here. The more the wicked rage, the better will be the position of the righteous, and Allah will make it easier 
and easier for the righteous to love and follow the Truth. 


4819. We learn the greatest spiritual lessons by parables and similitudes from things that happen in the 
outer world. If a man goes after a mirage or a thing that has no real existence, he can never reach his goal, 
while the man that follows the kindly Light from Allah that leads him on must be happier in mind, sounder 
in heart, and firmer in life, generally for every moment that he lives, 


4820. When once the fight (Jihad) is entered upon, carry it out with the utmost vigour, and strike home 
your blows at the most vital points (srnste at thetr necks), both literally and figuratively. You cannot wage war 
with kid gloves. 
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which means, ino [ibid thar he is next likely oo oeek again the persecution of Trach, fim arrengeoss 
should be made te bring him wader conerel. | thes comarec che words “bind « bend firmly jon then)”, bot 
other haw oomtrocd the words to omean, “aleer che emeeoy's combers are fairly thinned down, prococs may 
bertaken”. With this passage may be compared 8:67, and o. LEM. 


4822. When once the enemy is brought under control, generosity jie, the release of prisoness withow 
ramon | or panmom is recommended. 


48230 The Believers are vested in Faith by the extent to which they are willing to make sacrifice, een 
to the laying down of their lives; and the enemies are tested as to whether they would repent and let the righsooal 
live In freedom and security. 

4604. There are ovo aleernative readings, (1) gaeefd, “those who fight”, and (2) qgutdla, “theee whoa 


dain” The meaning under the fire reading is wider, and includes that under the second. [ have crac 
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4827. See above, 47:1 and n. 4817. 


» 4828. Their deeds are fruitless in the sense that they are in vain; they do not produce the results intended 
by their doers. But they will not be exempt from producing the natural consequences of evil, vez, further 
degradation and misery for the soul. 

A 

_ 4829. The end of evil is evil. All past history and tradition shows that. Will not men of every generation 
learn that lesson? Allah helps His servants, but those who rebel against Allah have no one to help them. 


4830. An apt simile. Beasts of the field eat their fill, but have no higher interests: Men who worship 
the world exclusively are no better: their pleasures and enjoyments rise no higher than those of the beasts 
of the field. They have no inkling of spiritual happiness. On the contrary, as they were endowed with spiritual 
faculties which they misused, they will not escape the Fire of Punishment, the Penalty of Sin. 
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4851. A reference to Pagan Makkah, which drove out the Holy Prophet because of his righteousness and 
because he preached Repentance. The date of this Sirah must therefore be after the Hijrah. 
a 


4852. Clear, or enlightened; a Path on which shines the Light of Allah. 


4855. In this symbolism there are four kinds of drinks and all kinds of fruits; and the summing up of 
all spiritual delights in the “Grace from their Lord", The four kinds of drinks are: (1) delicious, cool, pure 
water, not like earthly water, for it never suffers corruption; (2) milk which never turns sour, whose taste 
like that of fresh warm milk drawn from the udder; (3) wine, not like any wine on earth, for it leaves mo 
headaches behind, and causes no intoxication, which is a kind of madness or poison, but is ever 2 joy to drink: 
and (4) honey, pure and clear, with no admixture of wax or any foreign substance, These drinks, again speaking 
metaphorically, will cool the spirit, feed the heart, warm the affections, and sweeten life. (R). 


4854. Seen. 4671 to 45:73. (Eds.), 


4855. Grace from thetr Lord: that is the covering up or blotting out of sin and all that was sad or 
unsatisfactory in the lower life; the pure Light from the Countenance of Allah Most High: 92:20, 
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4836. Cf. $7:66-67, and n. 4074. Just as the Bliss of the Blessed will penetrate their being through and 
through, so the agony of the condemned ones will penetrate their being through and through. “Bowels” besides 
meaning their inmost being, also suggests the seat of their feelings and affections. 


4837. Cf. 10:42, and n. 1454; also 6:25, 36, and n, 857. The case here referred to is that of the Hypocrites 
who came to the assemblies of Islam in Madinah and pretended to listen to the Prophet's teaching and preaching. 
But their heart and mind were not in learning righteousness, but in carping at things they saw and heard. 
When they got out, they knew nothing of the teaching, but on the contrary asked foolish and ignorant questions, 
nich as might raise doubts, 


4838. Spiritual advancement is progressive: each step makes the next ones easier and more complete. 
4839. Cf 43:66, and n. 4665. 


_ 4840. The sands of time are always running, and when a wrong is done, the time for its punishment 
& approaching every moment. No one should therefore wait. The time for repentance is Now at any given 
time. When the punishment comes, it is too late for repentance, and all admonition would be useless, 
Looking to the particular time when this Sirah was revealed, viz., about a year after the Hijrah, already 
there were Signs that the plans of the Pagans to crush Islam were crumbling to pieces. The Hijrah showed 
bow much good will there was in Madinah for the Holy Prophet of Allah, and how many people from Makkah 
adhered to him. The battle of Badr showed that they could hold their own against odds of three to one. 


Surah 47: Muhammad 1320 isu eelrely 


How can they benefit Sacral 
hist by thelr admonition? rood oe si 
19. Know, therefore, that ate at Lyset gee 

There is no god as'Y | l ral phe ey 
But Allah, and ask wot ete ate 
Forgiveness for thy faule,**' eae 
And for the men Ai este 
And women who believe: etiagliys espe; 
For Allah knows how yet™? Fe we he Sorg arena 

Move about and how ty fore wet 


¥e dwell in your homes. 


C. 221, — Those eager for service want the call for service; 
(47;20-38,.) But the hypocrites blanch at such call. 
If it were not obeyed, and evil should get 
The upper hand, will it not malk arrogant 
Over the land, and trample under foot 
All claims of right and kinship? ‘Fight it, 
And fail mot im the test of your mettle. Be bald 
And establish the Flag of Righteousness 
In the highest places. Thus comes Peace, 
For which due sacrifice must be made, 


SECTION 3, 

Thos . ange Bon 4) eh ThA See 
or Why is ot 2 Strah PI NI; © 
Sent down (for us)?" Be ees ity 
But when a Sirah sid * 
_ Of basic or categorical“™* re 1 aa ts 
Meaning is revealed, biter foxes 

And fighting is mentioned + See 
Therein, thou wilt see those 225 Se SOAS os 
In whose hearts is a disease**** em i ge 
Looking at thee with a look | pe Ou) rye 





Ae. Gf A0i55, and nm, 4428. 


4842. The dime and manner of our conducting ourselves at home and, when we coove about.on our bun 


are all material to the judgement of our conduct, and for every nuance in our moral and spiritual progrem, 
we must seck Allahs help and guidance, 


4844. The men of faith and Joyaley are cager and anxious to get a command to serve the Cade ete 
if it be at the sacrifice of their lives, Not so the Hypocrites, “those tn whose hearis is a disease They at 
mortally afraid a mentioned below. 


#3440 CF 8:7, and nm. 347. The defence of tooth and righteousness at all sacrifice, when a definite ond 
categorical command irues from Amor a! Mu'minm is a fundamental condition of enlistment in the com 
of Allah. Tc is truc that Punishment and Judgement belong to Allah alone; but our mettle and Gdelity han 
to be tested, (ect verse 4 albeove), and Allah wees human agency in human affairs,’ (FR), 


4845)! Cf 210, The disease is hypocrisy, dishoyalty oo the Cause, wank of courage and of te spirit of seh 
sicrifiee, want of trie understanding: 
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Of one in swoon at PamQG Gel od 

The approach of death. ox vs ale 

But more fitting for them— ras Is 
21. Were it to obey “ws ths 6 “ 

And say what is just, Gicadpyaclh OP 

And when a matter**** wore KP 

Is resolved on, it were AM pice ih peiseGp 

Best for them if they SRS no 

Were true to Allah. Sgles 
22. Then, is it*#4? of Az. hoa err ee 

To be expected of you, Aeol Lae bes ep 

If ye were put in authority, Age. -* <¢ 

That ye will do mischief, ais Wool 

In the land, and break Sl Ades ete 

Your ties of kith and kin? AGLNpLS, 


23. Such are the men ahs Bap ep 


Whom Allah has cursed**** 


For He has made them ee oe ea 
Deaf and blinded their sight. me alene 

24. Do they not then eR aes 5 KAGE 561 fe 
Earnestly seek to understand = “A Cares Me 
The Qur'an, or are ae 
Their hearts locked up WEIL SEA 
By them? 

25. Those who turn back*** Hel, a53t Guy 
As apostates after Guidance #2 eatg Dela <i 5} 
Was clearly shown to them — win Sql 545 pot er " ats P 
The Evil One has instigated 
Them and buoyed them up EE IIE PM Zi 
With false hopes. ae Bags d fate 





4846. The resolution is not taken except under guidance from Allah. Those, therefore, who fail to implement 
it by their own effort and sacrifice, are not true to Allah. And such disloyalty or cowardice is not even good 
for them from a worldly point of view. With what face can they meet their friends after their disgraceful conduct? 


4847. It is no use to say, as the Quraysh said, that it is not seemly co fight against kith and kin, From 
one point of view the stand against sin brings “not peace, but a sword’. It is a case of either subduing evil 
or being subdued by evil. If evil gets the upper hand, it is not likely to respect ties of kith and kin, It did 
notin the case of the Holy Prophet and his adherents, and had to be suppressed, to bring about the conditions 
necessary for peace. 


4848. Cursed. 2.e., deprived of His Grace: left them straying, because they deliberately rejected His guidance. 
The result is that what they hear is as if they had not heard, and what they see is as if they had not seen. 
They have no desire to understand Allah's Will or Allah's Revelation —or is it that they have themselves locked 
and bolted their hearts and minds, so that nothing can penetrate them? 


4849. Such men are entirely in the hands of Evil. They follow ics suggestions, and their hopes are built 
on its deceptions. , 
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26. This, beca aia \3 os 
eee ee heat what a! ASG PAE O 
Allah has a “We oD set 22 
Will obcy you in part yoy Non Pe vr pal 
Of (this) Bastark ‘but Allah ae 
Knows their (inner) secrets. Siesesy 

27, But how. (will it bey"! cag AAe oe 
When the angels take ASIA pret jl, ES 
Their souls at death, Pra 
And emite their faces**™ pea rere ss a 

28. This bacieee hel followed | eg aetkne fo 
That which called forth sui Aas B 





The Wrath of Allah, and Ee TAR 

a Haynes ALANS Read HIRPA a = 

So He made their deeds ite ge 

Of no effect. ; - 
SECTION 4. 


E ae 
29. @r do those in whose | | 
Hearts is a disease, think | mp3 SNC ss © 
That Allah will not bring ee 4 ae 
To light all their rancour? weil Jd 


40. Had We so willed, BSNS nye 1 


We could have shown therm 


Up to thee, and thou aie sere 
, Shouldst have known them*** ee 
By their marks: but surely - a fel ety 
Thou wilt know them Gage 





a. Shap asd eavieies ab ipershinis tn aces nail crmthn, Wlcamaat Whine Hd Geol ol egies 
Cause epenty, they secretly intrigue with Allah's enemies, and say that they will follow them part of the wm, 
and by remaining pardy in the other cernp, they will be far more warts! on spers wid hall heared docks 
becrets ane mincives of their heart are knew co Allah Of 59:0), 


405). tt in all very weil for them w prectioe hypocrisy im this life. How will they feel at death, «hen they 
find that the angele know all, and touch che very apots they had taken auch care to conceal! 


485%) Ther faces and there backs there ia oe subtle metaphor The fice is what looke to the from, the 
side you present te the outer world) the back is whad isnot shown, what lb hidden from the world. The bypocrim 
will be hit on beth pom Or, cher fare is what they bee of, what they are proud of) ihe heck is the cc 
bn the cupboard. the things they dare mot wterr, bur whoch pet haan them. The bypecron are bo on even 
side. Gf. #50. 


4885) Cf wene TD above, and n 4844, Being dacned at he wey coef thei bing they dona nde 
the simplest facts of apiritcal life 


(054 Evil es sot absays necemarily branded im chis ile with « distinguishing mark or brand Bot the 
discerning ones know. Evil is betrayed by bo epeech and behaviour. * 
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By the tone of their speech! 
And Allah knows 


1323 


a 


Cote, -< 


rie 


* Ld la 
AEB 


A 4 edie of- 
All that ye do. <i Visit 
$1. And We shall try you**** Si Ss 
Until We test those Rae rss g 
Among you who strive Shae ie Rud. al AH 
Their utmost and persevere OSE Kesey ma) | 
In patience; and We shall CS) OR 
Try your reported (mettle).**** Sai ne 3 
$2. Those who reject Allah, (rie <_ te 
Hinder (men) from Ls G2iIlS) > 
The Path of Allah, and resist 4 seuttties ee) - ft 4-- 
The Messenger, after Guidance JJ A erprin eee lacs 
Has been clearly shown to y 4 Geas eo 
, them ,**7 esac oe. nein 
Will not injure Allah p geo 
In the least, but He sail oS 
Will make their deeds Oba wee 
Of no effect. le en esc 
33. O ye who believe! Lets tac hk 
Gter ASB. and they . all abl FARE (is &p 
¢ Messenger, and make ener A 44 DED 
Not vain your deeds! SOATLEN St: Tat 
34. Those who reject Allah,**** St, 7 At hort he 
And hinder (men) from the Path sil velriey (AS GalTSy © 
Of Allah, then die rejecting oS £047, 2° OM 24 aed -<z2 
Allah— aT ams SUS cas ISLA 
Allah will not forgive them, 
35. 


Be not weary and 
ainthearted, crying for peace, 
When ye should be**** 


Pp Ale pray para 





4855. Cf 34:21, and n. $821. The test and crial is for our own psychological development, to help in 
the exercise of such choice as has been given to us in our free will. Cf also 3:154, and n. 467. 

4856, Akhbar: the things reported of you; reputation for courage and constancy, which has to be brought 
to the test of facts and experience. In an epigram of Tacitus we are told of a Roman Emperor that he would 
have been considered in every way to have been worthy of being a ruler if only he had never ruled! So in 
life people may think us courageous, true, noble, and self-sacrificing; and we may consider ourselves as possessing 
all such virtues; but it is actual experience that will bring them to the test. 

_ 4857, Cf. verse 25 above, and verse 34 below; in verse 25 was shown the source of the evil, wz, yielding 
to the deceptions of the Evil One; in this verse are shown the proximate consequences of such yielding to evil, 
w., failure of all we do; and in verse 34 below are shown the eternal consequences, viz, our deprivation 
of Allah's Grace and Mercy. 
~ 4858. See last note. 

4859. To those who are trying to root out evil, and have authority to do so, the question is not of peace 
or conflict, but of whether Good or Evil is to prevail. They must remember the Good must ultimately prevail, 
and Allah's help is with those who, as far as men can, are trying to further the universal Plan. Cf n. 4847 
to verse 22 above. 


ele er eee ea 
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Uppermost: for Allah is ints 
With you, and. will never jel 


Put you in loss Bee Be eee 
For your (good) deeds. SIAL 


E 
: 5 = we oe ol a wat 
36 The life of this world * * WL Necatl 1 


Is but play and amusement:**# 


And if ye believe Sa PE te whe og 
And guard against evil, SPAS Sp pa ylye'uly 
He will grant you P 
Your recompense, and will not ipl Ray 


Ask you (to give up) 
your possessions, **4! 


37. If He were to ask you bie 2 Lets) 
For all of them, and ae 
Press you, ye would idsre whei, ol 
Covetously withhold, and He (lots =~ 

waotuld**#? aoe ie 
Bring out all your ill-feeling.**" Ears ex) 

38. Behold, ye are those*** Perea sty 
Invited to spend PG ie i Bo 
(Of your substance} #1 rar ie 
In the Way of Allah: Lv bled 


But among you are some 


a oe 4 A J - 
That are miserly, But any sigs cnr ig 


Who are miserly are so 

‘emacs oy 
At the expense of eS EASE 
Their own souls. 





4860. Cf 6:52, and n, 655; and 29:64, and n. 5497, Amusement and play are not bad things inthemscven 

Ag preparations for the more serious life, they have their value, But if we concentrace on them, and neglen 

the business of life ae cannot presper: Se we mouse use our life in this world asa Preparation for our spiriiual 
or inner Jife, 


4661. Complete self-sacrifice, if voluntarily offered, has a meaning! it means that the person's devon 
is cxcluively and completely for the Cause. But wo law orrule can demand it. And a mete offer vo kill youre! 
hatino meaning, tou should be ready to. take risks-1o your life in fighting for the Cause, bor you should sim 
at life, not death.U you live, you should be ready co place your substance and your acquisitions at the disp! 
of the Cause. Bur it is not reasonable to pauperise yourself and become a-hanger-on for the Cause. Morea: 
the inborn tendency to selPbpresenatoer: in-ae average man would deal io concealment and miserliqecdl 
aif were askechfor the Catse, by Law, and there would further be a feeling of binerness and rebellion: 


4662. Cf S&:180. 


4665, Cf above, verse 29. Rancour’or il-feeling, or any desire but that of cevotion, should never be 
given a handle in @ wise Law. 


#464. Here the cases of the special dewser and.of the average man with his human feibbes ane-diminguished 
Stinginess is nor a virtue: it hurts more the finer mature of the individual practising it than it hurts the Com 
Allah is free of allowants-and independent of any need chat we can meet. His Cause is similarly independen 
Oh buman mid. Butitmacs homan agency for oor own human advancement. Theneed to be able to ere 
Allah's cause is our Weare the needy beggars who should claim the privilege before the Lord of Bounties 
nnbounded.. (Te) 





| 


| 
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But Allah is free 

Of all wants, 

And it is ye that are needy. 
If ye turn back**** 

_ (From the Path), He will 
Substitute in your stead 
Another people; then they 
Would not be like you! 











Ba Secale 


c rr 
arr pApre mir 


Gre - 


pel pdri his 
SIGS 


4865. If we desert the Cause, the Cause will not fail. Better men than we will uphold the flag. But we 


thould fall, and others will take our place, who are not so timid, half-hearted, or stingy. In Wordsworth's 
_ words, “High Heaven rejects the lore of nicely calculated less or more.” 


Intro. to Sirah 48 1826 


. 


INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 48—AL FATH 


1, This is the second of the group of three Madinah Slrahs described in the Introduction 
to S, 47. Its date is fixed by the mention of the Treaty of Hudaybtyah, Dhu al Qa‘dah AH. 6 
= Feb. 628 (seen. 1261 to 9:18). 


2. Al Hudaybiyah is a plain, a short day's march to the north of Makkah, a little to the 
west of the Madinah-Makkah road, as used in the Prophet's time. Six years had passed since the 
Prophet had left his beloved City, and it has been in the hands of the Pagan autocracy. But slam 
had grown during these six years. Its Qiblah was towards the Ka’bah. The Pagans had tried 
attack Islam at various times and had been foiled. By Arab custom every Arab was entitled © 
visit the Sacred Enclosure unarmed, and fighting of any kind was prohibited during the Sacred 
Months (see n. 209 06 2:194), which included the month of Dhu al Qa‘dah. In Dhu al Qa'dah 
A.H. 6, therefore, the Prophet desired to perform the ‘Umrah or lesser pilgrimage (n. 212 to 2:196), 
unarmed, but accompanied with his followers. A large following joined him, to the number of 
fourteen to fifteen hundred. 


5. This was not to the liking of the Pagan autocracy at Makkah, which took alarm, and 
in breach of all Arab tradition and usage, prepared to prevent the peaceful party from performing 
the rites of pilgrimage. They marched out to fight the unarmed party. The Prophet turned a 
little to the west of the road, and encamped at Hudaybiyah, where negotiations took place. On 
the one hand, the Prophet was unwilling to give the Quraysh any pretended excuse for violence 
in the Sacred Territory; on the other, the Quraysh had learnt, by six years’ bitter experience, that 
their power was crumbling on all sides, and Islam was growing with its moral and spiritual forces, 
which were also reflected in its powers of organisation and resistance. The enthusiasm with which 
the Covenant of Fealty was entered into under a tree in Hudaybiyah (48:18) by that great multitude 
united in devotion to their great leader, was evidence of the great power which he commanded 
even in a worldly sense if the Quraysh had chosen to try conclusions with him. 


4. A peaceful Treaty was therefore concluded, known as the Treaty of Hudaybiyah. It 
stipulated: (1) that there was to be peace between the parties for ten years; (2) that any tribe 
or person was free to join either party or make an alliance with it; (3) that if a Quraysh penon 
from Makkah, under guardianship, should join the Prophet without the guardian's permission, 
he (or she) should be sent back to the guardian, but in the contrary case, they should not be 
sent back; and (4) that the Prophet and his party were not to enter Makkah that year, but that 
they could enter unarmed the following year. 

5. Item $, not being reciprocal, was objected to in the Muslim camp, but it really wa 
of little importance. Muslims under guardianship, sent back to Makkah, were not likely to renounce 
the blessings of Islam; on the other hand Muslims going to Makkah would be centres of influence 
for Islam, and it was more important that they should be allowed to remain there than that they 
should be sent back to Madinah. It was impossible to think that there would be apostates or 
renegades to Paganism! “Look on this picture, and on that!" 


6. The Muslims faithfully observed the terms of the Treaty. The following year (A.H. 7) 
they performed the lesser Pilgrimage in great state for three days. It is true that the Makkam 
later on broke the Peace in the attack which one of their allied tribes (the Banii Bakr) made 
on the Tribe of Ban Khuz#ah (who were in alliance with the Prophet), but this led to the conquer 
of Makkah and the sweeping away of the autocracy. Meanwhile Hudaybiyah was a great victory, 
morally and socially, as well as politically, and its lessons are expounded in this Siirah, as the 
lessons of Badr were expounded in 8:42-48, and of Uhud in $:121-129, 149-180. 


Intro. 





to Surah 48 1327 


Summary—Victory comes from cool courage, devotion, faith, and patience, as shown at 


Hedeybiyah; therefore remember Allah, and follow His Prophet (48:1-29, and C 22). 


C 222.— Victory and Help go with calmnces of mind, 
AD ‘Faith, fidelity, seal, and carnestnem, 
Not with greed, lukewarmness, or timidity, — 
Discipline and obedience are essential 
For service, The rewards for service are not 
To be measured by immediate results, 
But accrue in countless hidden ways 
For Patience and Restraint. Be strong 
= Against Evil, but kind and gentle. amongst 
Strong, to your wonder and delight. 


1328 


Strah 48. 

Al Fath (The Victory) BAS Denso 
In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, = ro ‘a : 
Most Merciful. ee a 

erily We have granted 4 By Fee “5 rere gs 
Thee a manifest Victory:*** Laplace Ales \O 

2. That Allah may forgive thee*#*? ASTRA A | 
Thy faults of the past 3° U2 1® 
And those to follow; Garitecec Bee af ae 
Fulfil His favour to thee; le shat pA) fas 
And guide thee SF oZe4AA - Ar oe 
On the Straight Way: Cane lb ne thars 

$3. And that Allah may help**** 0217 2 a8 Aceet 

Thee with powerful help. ie lpia nay 


4. It is He Who sent erty ESE Es js\ calla O 


Down Tranquillity***® 


Into the hearts of a a 

The Believers, that they may parm econ |r alow eas { 
Add Faith to their Faith—**7° hairy ame 
For to Allah belong Sys) Sally 


The Forces of the heavens**?! 





4866. This is best referred to the Treaty of Hudaybiyah, for which see the Introduction to this Sirah. 
By this Treaty the Makkan Quraysh, after many years of unrelenting conflict with Islam, at length recognised 
Islam as (what they thought) an equal power with themselves. In reality the door was then opened for the 
free spread of Islam throughout Arabia and thence through the world. 


4867. See n. 4428 to 40:55, and Cf. 47:19. Any mistakes of the past were now rectified, and any future 
ones prevented by the free scope now offered, by the act of the Quraysh Pagans themselves, to the recognition 
and free promulgation of Islam. 


4868. Three objects or results of the Treaty are mentioned: (1) forgiveness, which is equivalent to Mercy, 
(2) fulfilment of the dignity of Prophethood with the dignity of an effective and recognised position in Arabia; 
(3) opening up a straight way leading to Islam, by access to Makkah from next year, Makkah being the symbolic 
centre of Islam. These three are summed up in the comprehensive phrase “powerful (or effective) help’ 


4869. The results were achieved by tranquillity, calmness, and cool courage among the 1400 to 1500 unanned 
men who accompanied the Prophet to Hudaybiyah and who were threatened with violence by the excited 
Quraysh leaders of Makkah. 


4870. It is a casuistical question to ask, are there degrees in Faith? The plain meaning is that Believen 
will see one Sign of Allah after another, and with each their Faith is confirmed. During all the long yeas 
of persecution and conflict they had Faith, but when they see their old enemies actually coming out to negotiate 
with them, their Faith is justified, fulfilled, and confirmed: and they turn in gratitude to Allah, 


4871. There are visible forces which you see in the physical world. Men fight with armed forces, and 
the Muslims had to defend themselves with arms also, and not without success. But social, moral, and spiritual 
forces were fighting for them under Allah's command, and they were the real forces that established the Message 
of Islam and the position of its Leader and Preacher. 
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And the earth; and Allah is Se CatteZ®. Ae 
Full of Knowledge and Wisdom — EAMETS SE SN 


5. That He may admit**”? o% or poe pall aral 


The men and women 


Who believe, to Gardens AN ts tg 
Beneath which rivers flow, (oaks ore ESI Yeuce ——, 
To dwell therein for aye, Sod eheare 

And. remove their ills re POI 
From them —and that is, S (7% 

In the sight of Allah, us Fo ail cee BS 3K 
The highest achievement 

(For man)— 


i 4 iG4 "177 - OTSA - 
6. And that He may punish a i ASA eat tt 4s 59 G) 


The Hypocrites, men and 


Women, and the Polytheists, T(r ~ in reals 
Men and women, who imagine <a 5 tag Spell 
An evil opinion of Allah. aly ote +2 
On them is a round**?* ee oe gs 


Of Evil: the Wrath of Allah » i<% 

Is on them: He has cursed**’* gm eer, Ae (: ‘ls eur ri aS 
Them and got Hell ready 

For them: and evil 2 7° id 
Is it for a destination. ‘ v 


7. For to Allah belong**’* ANG ay 
The Forces of the heavens Ys oll 3 tees au o 
And the earth; and Allah is FO’ sete s 
Exalted in Power, CSS is A158 
Full of Wisdom. 

8. We have truly sent thee**’® Ags $h-i,* SiG, CY 


As a witness, as a 





4872. This clause is coordinated to the previous clause, “That they may add Faith to their Faith” The 
intervening words, “For to Allah . and Wisdom” are parenthetical. The third co-ordinate clause comes in 
the next verse, “And that He may punish." The skeleton construction will be, “Allah sends down calm courage 
to Believers in order that they may be confirmed in cheir Faith; that they may qualify for the Bliss of Heaven; 
and that the evil ones may receive the punishment they deserve.” 


4875. They will be encircled (or hemmed in) by Evil. 
4874. That is, deprived them of His Grace, on account of their continued rejection of it. 


4875. These words are repeated (with a slight change) from the parenthetical clause in verse 4, to emphasize 
the assertion as a substantive proposition, that fighting and visible forces in the physical world are not the 
only forces with which Allah works out His Plan. The invisible forces are more important as they were at 
Hudayblyah. The slight difference is instructive; in the parenthetical clause, Allah's Knowledge was emphasized, 
and in the substantive clause it is Allah's Power Knowledge plans, and Power executes, 


4876, The Prophet came in order to establish Faith in Allah and true worship. We can view him in three 
capacities: (1) as a witness to help the weak if they were oppressed and check the strong if they did wrong; 
(2) as a giver of the Glad Tidings of Allah's Grace and Mercy to those who repented and lived good lives; 
and (5) as one who warned sinners of the consequences of their sin. 


Stirah 48: Al Fath 1330 bal =e 


Bringer of Glad Tidings, «pe 

And as a Warner: Vedas 

9. In order that ye fer £ Sse 
In Allah and His Messenger, Bde rhe ep the as ole 
That ye may assist OP LS) Ly 
And honour Him ,“"+4 a 
And rate His praises J Mya 
Morning and evening. ine 

10. Verily those who plight’ oe * * wily 
Their fealty to thee Klas) O 
Do no les than plight . 
Their fealty to Allah: ee yale 
The Hand of Allah is far 
Over their hanc | pevlapailt 
Then anyone who violates i 
His oath, does so ls ot ene : 
To the harm of his own 
Soul, and anyone who ‘ Pieter de. i335 
Fulfils what he has alice iget 3} 
Covenanted with Allah — , 25 
Allah will soon grant him ti telela: 
A great Reward. 

SECTION 2 

Li, ‘Gike desert Arabs. who” ro ren} 
Lagged behind will sj sD 
Say to thee: sNif- as <4 
“We were engaged in Sn ea 
(Looking after) our flocks Gylalyidys sfaeera 
And herds, and our families: yi 





4076-A. dione and honour Hem: iat commentators agree that the pronoun ‘Mim’ refers co Allah, whit 
a few beliewe it refers to the Holy Prophet. (Ede |. 


4477, In the Hudayblyah negniations when it was mncertin shether Qhuraygh sould teat ard o 
i the Prophet's delegace io Makkah. cher war a great wave of feeling in ihe Muslim camp of 1400 oo 106 
nen. They came with great enthusieem and wwore their fraley to che Prophet, bry placing hand on hand according 
io the Arab cmmom. ere paragraph Jaf the letreducion to rhs Sirah. This in meet! eas wonderful democrats 
of moral and material erength, a true Victory; it is called Bayt af Ridudin (Pealty of Allat's Good Piramze) 
in Lalambe Hieeery They placed their hands on the Prophet's hand. but the Hand of Allah was aber them, 
and He accepted their Fralty. (R) 


4678. When the Prophet sared from Madinah on the Makiah journey which ended in Hodsyhipek 
ter subed afl Musiems to join him in che plows exderuting. and be had a splendid resporee Bat some of the 
desert tribes bong back and made excuses Their faith waa but bukrwarm, aod they did not want to share 
in ony crruble wich the Makkans might give to the unarmed Moshers on pilgramage Their escuee thar they 
were engaged in looking aferr chew flocks and berds and their temilies was an afverthough, and ia any com 
made afver the return of che Prophet and his party with enhanced prestige to Madinah 
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Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 





4879. They said this with their tongues, but no thought of piety was in their hearts. 


4880. Their false excuse was based on a calculation of worldly profit and loss. But what about the spiritual 
loss in detaching themselves from the Holy Prophet or spiritual profit in joining in the splendidly loyal feelings 
of service and obedience which were demonstrated at Hudaybiyah? And in any case they need not think that 
all their real and secret motives were not known to Allah. 


4881. Vheir faith was so shaky that they thought the worst would happen, and that the Makkan Quraysh 
would destroy the unarmed band. In their heart of hearts they would not have been sorry, because they were 
neeped in wickedness and rejoiced in the sufferings of others, But such persons will burn in the fire of their 
own disappointment, 


4882. Evil must inevitably have its punishment, but there is one way of escape, viz., through repentance 
and the Mercy of Allah, Allah's Justice will punish, but Allah's Mercy will forgive; and the Mercy is the 
predominant feature in Allah's universe: “He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.’ 
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16. Say to the desert Arabs" 
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&. paragraph © On the coderary Jihad is hard striving, io war and peece, in the Cause of Allah. 
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17. No blame is there 


Nor on-one fl GF he 


4084 See 6)), and o. 179 


moore: eremed wo be beyond them Like ignorant men they attritbuerd pecry motiess of mexiers of eaieen 
if they were hept out of the wulyar circle of fighting for plunder, Bur they hacl to be schooled, amd ches 
schooled to higher ideas of discipline, welf-secrifice, and ecriving hard for « Cause. u 


4487, While they are reproached for their supinenes in the march which bed to Hudlaybt yah, where these 
wa danger but mo proepect of boory, they are promised, if they learn discipline, co be allowed in fallow tht 
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Joins not the war): 

But he that obeys Allah**** 
And His Messenger (Allah) 
Will admit him to Gardens 
Beneath which rivers flow; 
And he who turns back, 
(Allah) will punish him 
With a grievous Penalty. 
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SECTION 8. 


18. lah's Good Pleasure**® 
as on the Believers 
When they swore Fealty 
To thee under the Tree:**% 
He knew*** what was 
In their hearts, and He 
Sent down Tranquillity**™* 
To them; and He rewarded 
Them with a speedy Victory;**** 
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19. And many gains will they 
Acquire (besides): and Allah 
Is Exalted in Power, 
Full of Wisdom. 
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4890. There may be neither fighting nor booty. But all who obey the righteous Imam’s call to Jihad with 
perfect discipline will get the Rewards of the Hereafter, The blind, the maimed, and the infirm will of course 
be exempted from active compliance with the Call, but they can render such services as are within their power, 
and then they will not be excluded from the reward. 


20. Allah has promised you 
Many gains that ye shall**** 
Acquire, and He has given***’ 





4891. The noun from the very radiya is ridwan (Good Pleasure); hence the name of this Bayh, Bayiat 
al Ridudin, the Fealry of Allah's Good Pleasure: see n. 4877 to 48:10. 


4892. The great ceremony cf the Fealty of Allah's Good Pleasure took place while the Holy Prophet sat 
ander a tree in the plain of Hudaybiyah. (R). 


4893. Or tested: see n. 4855 to 47:31. 


- 4894. Sakinah = Peace, calm, sense of security and confidence, tranquillity. Cf above 48:4, and n. 4869. 
The same word is used in connection with the batile of Hunayn in 9:26, and in connection with the Cave 
of Thawr at an early stage in the Hijrah: 9:40. 


4895. The Treaty of Hudaybiyah itself was a “speedy Victory": it followed immediately after the Bayah. 


4896. The gains so far seen from the Baya@h and their calm and disciplined behaviour were certainly 
great; but greater still were to follow in the spiritual sense, in the rapid spread of Islam, in the clearance 
from the Sacred House of the idolatrous autocracy, and in the universal acceptance of the Message of Allah 
in Arabia. 

_ 4897. The first fruits of the Bay@h were the victory or treaty of Hudaybiyah, the cessation for the time 
being of the hostility of the Makkan Quraysh, and the opening out of the way to Makkah. These things are 
implied in the phrase. “He has restrained the hands of men from you.” 
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You these beforehand; and 
He has restrained the hands 
Of men from you; that it 

_May be a Sign for**** 
The Believers, and that 
He may guide you 

To a Straight Path; 
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Has power over all things. ‘ 
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Then would they find Vi Sy lets 
Neither protector nor helper. 


28. (Such has been) the law” 


24. 


Of Allah already 

In the past: no change 
Wilt thou find in 

The law of Allah. 


And it is He Who 

Has restrained their hands 

From you and your hands 

From. them in the midst**** 
Of Makkah, after that He 

Gave you the victory 

Over them. And Allah sees 
Well all that ye do. 
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4898. Hudaybtyah (in both the Baywh and the Treaty) was truly a sign post for the Believers: it showed 
the solidarity of Islam, and the position which the Muslims had won in the Arab world. 


4899. Other gains: these are usually referred to the later victories of Islam, but we must view them pet 
merely in their political or material aspect, but chiefly in the rise of Islam as a world power morally and spiritually 


4900. Their morale was now truly broken. 


4901. Cf 33:62. 


4902. Lite incidents had taken place that might have plunged Quraygh and the Muslims fom 
Madinah into a fight. On the one hand, Quraysh were determined to keep out the Muslims, which they hadng 
right to do: and on the other hand, the Muslims, chough unarmed, had sworn co stand together, and fib 
had counter-attacked they could have forced their entrance to the Ka’bah, the centre of Makkah. But Allah 
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4903. The Muslims from MadYinah had brought the animals for sacrifice with them, and had put on 
the Jhram or pilgrim’s garb (see n. 217 to 2:197), but they were not only prevented from entering Makkah, 
but were also prevented from sending the sacrificial animals to the place of sacrifice in Makkah, as they could 
have done under 2:196, The sacrifice was therefore actually offered at Hudaybiyah, 

4904. There were at the time in Makkah believing Muslims, men and women, and the faith of some 
of them was unknown to their brethren from Madinah. Had a a fight taken place in Makkah, even though 
the Muslims had been successful, they would unwittingly have killed some of these unknown Muslims, and 
thus would unwittingly have been guilty of shedding Muslim blood. This was prevented by the Treaty. 

4905. Allah works according to His wise and Holy Will and Plan, and not according to what seems to 
us, in the excitement of human life, to be the obvious course of things. By preventing a fight He saved many 
valuable lives, not only of Muslims but also of some who became Muslims afterwards and served Islam. He 
grants His Mercy on far higher standards than man in his limited horizon can see. 

4906. Lf the party from Madinah could have distinguished Muslims from non-Muslims among the Makkans, 
they might have been allowed to enter and punish the pagan Quraysh for their inordinate vanity and gross 
breach of the unwritten law of the land. But in the actual circumstances the best solution was the Treaty 
of Hudaybiyah. 

4907. While the Unbelievers were blustering and excited, and meticulously objected to introductory words 
such as “In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful, from Muhammad, the Prophet of Allah” (they 
did not like the titles), the Prophet remained calm and collected, and got the substance of their demands 
embodied in the Treaty without worrying about words. Even though the terms of the Treaty appeared to the 
companions, at first, to be unfair co Muslims, they remained faithful to their Leader and showed trust in his 
better judgement, a crust that was vindicated by the events that followed. (R). 
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4908. Cf above 48:18, and n. 4894. 


4909. It = Tranquillity. Their calmness amid much provocation was a gift of Allah; they had camed 
a right to it by their obedience and discipline, amd showed themselves well worthy of it, 


4910. The Prophet had had a dream that he had entered the Sacred Mosque at Makkah, just before 
he decided on the journey which resulted in the Treaty of Hudaybtyah. By it he and his people could enter 
next year without the least molestation and in the full customary garb, with head shaved or hair cut short, 
and all the customary minor rites of pilgrimage. 


4911. Sve above, 48:18, and n. 4895. 
4912. The divine disposition of events in the coming of Islam and its promulgation by the Holy Prophet 


are themselves evidence of the truth of Islam and its all-reaching character; for there is nothing which it has 
not influenced. See also 61:9, n. 5442, and also 9:35. 


4913, Cf, 9:128, The devotees of Allah wage unceasing war against evil, for themselves, and for othem; 
but to their own brethren in faith—especially the weaker ones—they are mild and compassionate; they seek 
out every opportunity to sympathise with them and help them. 
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4914. Their humility is before Allah and His Prophet and all who have authority from Allah, but they 
yield no power or pomp, nor do they worship worldly show or glitter. Nor is their humility before Allah a 
mere show for men. 


4915. The traces of their earnestness and humility are engraved on their faces, £.¢ , penetrate their inmos 
being, the face being the outward sign of the inner man, If we take it in its literal sense, the traces might 
mean the marks left by repeated prostration on their foreheads. Moreover, a good man’s face alone shows in 
him the grace and light of Allah; he is gentle, kind and forbearing. ever helpful, relying on Allah and possessing 
‘py blewed Peace and Calmness’ (.¢, sakinah: cf. 48:26; 48:18, n. 4894) that can come from no other source. (R) 


4916. In the Book of Moses, which is now found in a corrupt form in the Pentateuch, the posture of 
humility in prayer is indicated by prostration: ¢g.. Moses and Aaron “fell upon their faces", Num. 16:22 


4917. The similitude in the Gospel is about how the good seed is sown and grows gradually, even beyond 
the expectation of the sower: “the seed should spring and grow up, he knoweth now how; for the earth bringeth 
forth fruit of herself; first the blade, then the ear. after that the full corn in the ear"; Mark, 4:27-28. Thus 
Idam was preached by the Holy Prophet; the seed seemed to human eyes lost in the ground; but it put forth 
is shoot, and grew, and became strong, until it was able to stand on its own legs, and its worst enemies recognised 
it existence and its right to live. Note how much more complete the parable is in the Qur'in. The mentality 


_ the sowers of the seed is expressed in beautiful terms: its growth and strength filled them “with wonder 


and delight.” 


4918. I construe the particle “Wi” as expressing not the object, but the result. The result of the wonderful 
growth of Islam in numbers and strength was that its enemies were confounded, and raged furiously within 
their own minds, a contrast to the satisfaction, wonder, and delight of the Prophet and his Campanions. The 


_ pronoun in “rage at them” of course refers to the Prophet and hie Companions, and goes back to the earlier 
_ words, “on thetr faces” etc 
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INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 49—AL HUJURAT 


This is the third of the group of three Madinah Strahs, which began with S. 47. See the 
Introduction to that Sirah. 


Its subject matter is the manners to be observed by the members of the rapidly-growing 
Muslim community, among themselves and towards its Leader. The keyword “Hiuyurat" (Chamben) 
occurs in verse 4. 


Its date is referred to the Year of Deputations, A.H. 9, when a large number of deputations 
of all kinds visited Madinah to offer their allegiance to Islam. 


Summary—A community must show its respect to its Leader in all forms of behaviour; 
quarrels are unseemly and should be composed; manners spring from morals; and mutual respect 
and confidence are a duty and a privilege in Islam (49:1-18, and C. 223), 


C. 228, — Respectful behaviour to the Leader, in manner, 
(49:1-18) Voice, and demeanour, are the bonds and cement 
Of an organised community. The whispers 
Of rumours should be tested, and selfish impatience 
Should be curbed to discipline. All quarrels 
Should be composed, if necessary by the force 
Of the community, but with perfect 
Fairness and justice. Ridicule, taunts, 
And biting words, should be avoided, 
In presence or in absence. Suspicion 
And spying are unworthy of men who believe. 
All men are descended from one pair: 
Their honour depends, not on race, but 
On righteousness. Faith is not a matter 
Of words, but of accepting Allah's Will 
And striving in His Cause. The coming 
Into Islam confers no favour on others, 
But is itself a favour and a privilege, 
A guidance for those who are true and sincere. 
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Sirah 49. 
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4919. Several shades of meaning are implied: (1) do not make yourselves conspicuous in word or deed 
when in the presence of Allah (¢.g. in a Mosque, or at Prayers or religious assemblies); (2) do not anticipate 
in word or deed what your Leader (Allah's Messenger) may say or do; (3) do not be impatient, trying to hasten 
‘things before che time is ripe, of which the best Judge is Allah, Who speaks through His Messenger. Be reverent 
in all things, as in the presence of Allah: for He hears and sees all things. (4) Look to the Qur'an and the 
Sunnah of the Prophet (peace be on him) for guidance and let nothing else take precedence over them. (R). 

4920. It is bad manners to talk loudly before your Leader. Some ill-mannered people so raise their voices 
a to drown the voice of their Leader, in conversation or in Council. 

492). Such rudeness may even destroy the value of such services as they may otherwise have been able 
to render, and all this without their even realising the harm they were doing to the Cause. 

4922. The essence of good manners arises from the heart. The man who really and sincerely respects 

his Leader has crue piety in his heart, just as the man who. does the opposite may undo the work of years 
by weakening the Leader's authority. ; 
4928. To shout aloud to your Leader from outside his Chambers shows disrespect both for his person, 
his time, and his engagements. Only ignorant fools would be guilty of such unseemly behaviour. It is more 
seemly of them to wait and bide their time until he is free to come out and attend co them. Burt, in the Court 
of aspiritual King, much is forgiven that is duc to lack of knowledge and understanding. In the earthly Court, 
ignorance of the Law excuseth no man. If a man behaved in that way to the General of an army or the Governor 
ofa Province, not to speak of an earthly King, he would be laid hands on by the Guard, and could never 
gain the access he desires. 


5. Hf only they had patience 
Until thou couldst 
Come out to them, 
It would be best 
For them: but Allah is 
Oit- Forgiving, Mos Merciful. 


6. ® ye who believe! 
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SAS @l-Hopeae: “The Inner Apartment of ~The Chamben” > wil 


4184 All tittle-tarthe or report — expecially if emanaring from penons you donot know — are to be texted, 
and the truth ascertained, If they were believed and passed on, euch harm may be done, of which you uy 
have couse sfterwards to repent heartily, Scandal of slander of all kinds is bere conderned, That about wees 
i opectally dencunced: 2411-20; 53.56. 
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The command of Allah; 
But if it complies, then 
Make peace between them 
With justice, and be fair: 
For Allah loves those 
Who are fair (and just). 
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ll. ® ye who believe! 
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4927. Individual quarrels are casicr to compose than group quarrels, or, in the modern world, national 
quarrels. But the collective community of Islam should be supreme over groups or nations, It would be expected 
to act justly and try to compose the quarrel, for peace is better than fighting, But if one party is determined 
to be the aggressor, the whole force of the community is brought to bear on it, The essential condition of 
course is that there should be perfect fairness and justice and respect for the highest principles; for, Islam 
takes account of every just and legitimate interest without separating spiritual from temporal matters. The 
League of Nations failed because these essentials were absent and today the United Nations fails for the same 
teason. (R). 





4928. The enforcement of the Muslim Brotherhood is the greatest social idea) of Islam. On it was based 
the Prophet's Sermon at his last pilgrimage, and Islam cannot be completely realised until this ideal is achieved. 


4929, Mutual ridicule ceases to be fun when there is arrogance or selfishness or malice behind it. We 
may laugh with people, to share in the happiness of life: we must never laugh at people in contempt or ridicule. 
In many things they may be better than ourselves! 


Stiirah 49: Al Hujurat 


Nor defame nor be*** 
Sarcastic to each other, 
Nor call each other 

By (offensive) nicknames: 
Ill-seeming is a name 
 Connoting wickedness, 
(To be used of one) 
And those who 
(Indeed) doing wrong. 


_ © ye who believe! 

Avoid suspicion as much" 
(As possible): for suspicion 
In some cases is a sin: 

And spy not on each other, 
Nor speak ill of each other 


Behind their backs, Would any 


Of you like to eat 

The flesh of his dead‘™"* 
Brother? Nay, ye would 
Abhor a... But fear Allah: 
For Allah is Oft-Returning, 
Mos Merciful. 


_ ® mankind! We created” 


Sei 
eS ASME | 
renee pete 
SKS 
Seal 


Pate 
by koi 
ai seahie Zaye 
jet oh ee 
Soe esehen ahs 
125 CN paalifallyah 


siping 


“You from a single (pair) 
Of a male and a female, 
And made you into 


aera 


5b, oe 





4930. Defamation may comie in speaking i) cf ober by the spoken of writen word, of = ectigik 
sucha way a0 to suggest a charge against some penon whom we are notin @ position t judge A cutting. 
biting remark or taunt of sarcasm is included im che word lemars An offessive sickname may emcee 
defamation, but in any case there i no point in using oflenier nicknames or names thal suggest some ed 
or fancied defect They dl sceord wich the serious purpose whack Muslims thowld heer in life For example 
even (fa man is lame, it is wrong tw address him as “O lame one™ bi cous him palin, and |i i bed momar 
So i he coer of the rude remark, “the black mon” 


$93 Moat Since of mepicion are haath and to be arcided. end same are crime in them: is 
they de cruel injustice to innocent men aed women. Spying, of enquiring toa curiously inte other peiplel 
allein. means tither wile covioniry, ond ie therefore futile, of euapichos carried « stage further. which alma 
amounts to ain. Back-biting also ia a brood of the came genus tt may be eicher furike true all the sere mischieros, 
or it may be poisoned with malice, in which case 0 is a sin added tn sin 


4932. No one would bike even to think of sock on abomination as esting the flesh of his broche:, Bu 
when the brother is dead. and the flesh us carnos, aborminanon & added to sbominetion La che woe way 
of are atked co refren from hurting people's fretings when they ace present; how mech wore i it whe 
aap ohh. trot or falar, whem they ae abarna! 


4089 hie ia adidemed to all mani ard oot only io the Malate brothethoied. Ubough it os coder 


thar tno perfected world che teo would be epponymus, As itis, mankind is descended from one pair of parente 
Before Allah they are all one, and he geo mot honour whe iv monet righteous 








Sirah 49: Al Hujurat 1348 Clea Case 


Nations and tribes, that Lap ooh, 

Ye may know each other 1% Wwe Las a 
(Not that ye may despise 

Each other). Verily Se 
The most honoured of you A Se ae 
In the sight of Allah Kata ws 
Is (he who is) the most een 
Righteous of you. Ae ele ali 


And Allah has full knowledge 
And is well-acquainted 


(With all things). 
14. The desert Arabs say,“ i APS ie 0: 
“We believe.” Say, “Ye ee P 
Have no faith; but ye GAAS: SLL Fy 


(Only) say, “We have submitted**** rm 
Our wills to Allah; eeES AYERS 
For not yet has Faith 


Entered your hearts. Seri i25 Pty 59 aillyalescd 9 


But if ye obcy Allah 


And His Messenger, He "bs WARS: : 
Will not belittle aught . 

Of your deeds: for Allah = Pani ial 
Is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.” 

15. Only those are Believers ¢ i- 4 sAtri-< 
Who have believed in Allah pM aSAICS) Cop 
And His Messenger, and have i ve S48 
Never since doubted, but ; + pSiieSoal sets aul l wale 
Have striven with their of, “ie 4 id os 
Belongings and their persons # We Bagel if Deebsrll WA gs5 
In the Cause of Allah: 2 AS AA 
Such are the sincere ones. Hpacell om 3 


16. Say: “What! Will ye earn rtsiyl aT Oo) 


Instruct Allah about your 
Religion? But Allah knows RGA 
All that is in the heavens . 





4934. The desert Arabs were somewhat shaky in their faith. Their hearts and minds were petty, and they 
thought of petty things, while Islam requires the complete submission of one's being to Allah. See next verse. 
Some of the failings of the desert Arabs are described in 48:11-15. But the reference here is said to be to the 
BanG Asad, who came to profess Islam in order to get charity during a famine. 


4935. “This is what ye ought to prove if your faith has any meaning, but ye only say it with your tongues. 


4936. ‘You say (or perhaps even think) that you are Muslims, but where are the fruits of your Faith? Allah 
knows the innermost motives and secrets of your heart, and you cannot deceive Him by attaching a certain 
label to yourselves’ Alas! that this answer to the desert Arabs is true of so many others in our own times! 





Sirah 49: Al Hujurat 1344 Eis: .. Qssons 


And on earth: He has mil yews St Pruss e- Seb te. 7 
Full knowledge of all things. a sor atl ey slay 
17, They impress on thee***’ ae Peer 
As a favour that they Ks HAE SZ 
Have embraced Islam. an ee 
Say, “Count not your Islam - eee 
As a favour upon me: pone 
Nay, Allah has conferred ec a ey 
A favour upon you 
That He has guided you reeds Ma 72 N) 
Tp the Faith, if ye sie 


Be true and sincere. 


18. “Verily Allah Knows**** SEA | ear eK 
The secrets of the heavens ea ine re Pas aly, Ko, 
And the earth: and Allah <4ret fA + s6t- 
Sees well all | ema 
That ye do.” 


—— ee eee 

4937. Islam in itself is 2 precious privilege. By accepting it we confer no favour on its preacher orp 
any community. If the acceptance is from the heart, it is a great favour done to those who accept, that th 
Light of Allah has entered their hearts and they have received guidance, 


4938. This does not mean that we should seek petty motives in newcomers into the House of Islam. That 
would indeed be harbouring suspicions or allowing curiosity to spy out motives, which would be a crime under 
49:12. We should be true, sincere, and devoted ourselves, and leave the case of others to Allah, from Whore 
eyes nothing is hidden, 








Intro. to Sirah 50 1845 


INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 50—QAF 


We now come to a group of seven Makkan Siirahs (50-56), dealing with Allah's revelation 
through nature, through history, and through the mouths of the Prophets, and pointing to the 
Hereafter, We saw that the last group of three (47 —49) dealt with the external and internal relations 
of the Ummah when formed, In the present group our attention is more particularly directed 
to aspects eschatological—the Future before us when this life is done. 


This particular Sirah belongs to the early Makkan period, After an appeal to nature and 
tothe fate of wicked peoples in history, it removes as it were the veil (verse 22) from the Future 
after death. 


Summary — Sceptics can look up to the heavens above and to Nature around them, as well 
as to the fate of sin in the history of the past: will they doubt Allah's Revelation when the veil 
is lifted? (59;:1-29, and C. 224). 


A vision of the Day of Recompense and the Day of Reality (50:30-45, and C. 225). 


C. 224.—The Prophet's credentials are the Revelation 

(50:1-29.) He brings. Let them not wonder at the Message 
Or at the News of the Hereafter. They have but 
To look at the starry heavens and at Nature 
Around them to see Allah's goodness and His power 
To bring life out of the dead, and to punish 
All wrong. Every deed, word, and thought are in 
The eternal Record. Death will open 
Your eyes and make you see Realities. 
Then will every action bear 
Its due fruit, and no soul can shift 
Its responsibility on to another. 


1546 


Sirah 50. 
Qaf we Bale 
In the name of Allah, Most Gractous, aay at ‘ 
Most Merciful. ree os a el 
l. (Bar re: 


By the Glorious‘ Qur'an 


(Thou art Allah's Messenger). chceallasla sally 
2. But they wonder that Rene a 
There has come to them les © 
A Warner from among carck it re 
Themselves. eceal k 
So the Unbelievers say: £84007 Aas 
This i is a wonderful thing! et ost psi 
3. "Whatl When we die**** ES. ¢ 6d ro) 
And become dust, (shall we 
Live again?) That is “thes #F 
A (sort of) Return don ae 


Far (from our understanding)” 


4. He already know Soe Aa ex 
How much of them‘ mre y gael 


The earth takes away: Bl rere o 
With Us is a Record tu “Seg 
Guarding (the full account). 


5. But they deny the truth | creed 1 cakt ai 
When it comes to them: one CO IG STO 





4999, This is an Abbreviated Letter, For Abbreviated Letters generally, see Appendix 1 This particular 
Abbreviated Letter Gaf occurs only here as a tingle better and in combination at the beginning of 5. 42, wher 
| was unable to explain the full combination. Mere the Qaf is taken by ieveral Commrntanors bo reperaees 
Qudiye al Amr, “che matter has been decreed.” with reference to the eschatological trend of the SGrah, Alla 
knows best. 


4940. Majed (translated “Glorioas”) is one of the beautiful appellations of the Qur'dm, Ite glory ia thas 
of the rising sun: the more it rises on your mental and spiriewal horison, the more you are lost in admirarios 
of ite glory. Ite meanings are manifest and inexhaustible. The greater your experience, the more light is your 

spiritual eye able uo bear. And in that glory is a beauty that none can tell who has mot experienced is in be 
soul, Iris self the proof of the mission of the Prophet. 


4041. Ina sense their wonder is natural: do we wonder at the glorious sun? In another sense it is unnacunk 
what should we say of a man who fails to ace in broad daylight? 


#942. CY 37:16, 


4948. The earth only corrupts and takes away the body when they are dead; it has no power over the 
soul. The full account of the soul's doings js in Allah's Record, 


Sirah 50: Qaf 1347 3H Aasow 


So they are in Zi of. o13< 
A confused state.*** pA rlas 
6. Do they not look Wz 4 (er 
At the sky above them?— LAN Hye sl o> 
How We have made it**** 24647 7 reer <2 ao 
And adorned it, wisy) Gn aS Ry 
And there are no an i. fee 
Flaws in it? ern, 
7. And the earth — G55 BYG ap 


We have spread it out,‘*** 


And set thereon mountains AT ee ere. ite 
Standing firm, and produced leu, Staal 
Therein every kind of Bids ot 
Beautiful growth (in pairs)—***’ Geer 
8. To be observed 5-4-3 
And commemorated GP 29° pee 
By every devotee**** Aw @ 
Turning (to Allah). SOB UH S| 
9. And We send down grbame yre\f- bene 
From the sky Rain SABLAOM Hea OLE sf 
Charged with blessing, ee ol Le ote 
And We produce therewith Anat ling pom. cob 
Gardens and Grain for harvests; 

10. And tall (and stately)**** a 42 Ae 
Paim trees, with shoots pela O 
Of fruit stalks, piled » Ziti 
One over another— eo 





4944. If they deny what has been made clear to them, their minds must necessarily get into confusion. 
All nature declares the glory and goodness of Allah. Revelation explains the inequalities of this life and how 
they will be redressed in the Hereafter. If they do not accept this, they are not in a logical position. They 
cannot reconcile the known with the unknown. 


© 4945. The greatest philosophers have found a difficulty in underseanding the sceptical position when they 


contemplate the wonder and mystery of the skies with all the countless beautiful stars and planets and lights 


in them, and laws of order, motion, and symmetry. that respond to the highest mathematical abstractions 
without a flaw. Can blind Chance give rise to such conditions? 


_ 4946. Cf 13:3; and 1599 and no 1955. The earth is round, and yet it appears stretched out as a vast 
expanse, like a carpet kept steady with the weight of the mountains. 


4947. Cf 22:5, and n. 2777. Sex in plants may be hinted at ; see n. 1804 to 18:5: 


_ 4948. For all these things go into his very heart and soul, He loves to contemplate them, to remember 
them for himself as evidence of Allah's goodness and glory, and to mention and proclaim them. in the form 
of Palms, Hymns, or Dhikr. (R) 

_ 4949, A beautiful nature passage. How graphic and unforgettable to anyone who has seen a spring and 
summer in an Arabian oasis! 


Stirah 50: Qaf 


ll. As sustenance for 
(Allah's) Servants — 
And We give (new) life 
Therewith to land that is 
Dead: thus will be 
The Resurrection. 


12. Before them was denied 
Hereafter) by the People***° 
Of Noah, the Companions 
Of the Rass, the Thamiid, 


18. The ‘Ad, Pharaoh, 
The Brethren of Lit, 


14. The Companions of the Wood, 
And the People of Tubba’; 
Each one (of them) rejected 
The messengers, and My warning 
Was duly fulfilled (in them). 


15. Were We then weary 
With the first Creation, 
That they should be 
In confused doubr***! 
About a new Creation? 


‘ SECTION 2. 


16. 3t was We Who 
ated man, and We know 
What dark suggestions his soul**** 
Makes to him: for We 
Are nearer to him 
Than (his) jugular vein. 


1348 


a _L on fe, 
Lal by) 0) 


‘w= 


€ 

*s od Cweety 

— 3 Aseabaely 
“7 


=-- 


*s4 


Aas 


erp as © 
5 vee 


See ft 

Spek etary 

A pee pert. Be 
LISELS ESE O 

“casece 276 te aA oa 

ESN, 
re cat ecto™? 
Abs BLN ISS 


SayiEi ig; @ 
oo 
et 


Ansan pst 
AMEE ASS, 





4950. Just the names of the peoples of Arabian tradition who were punished for their sins are mentioned, 
their stories will be found elsewhere. For the People of Noah, see 11:25-48 and other passages. For the Companions 
of the Rass, see 25:38 and n. 3094; for the ‘Ad and the Thamiid, see 26:125-158, and other passages; for Pharaoh 
and his People, see 2:49-50 and other passages: for the Brethren of Lit, see 7:80-84, and other passages; for 
the Companions of the Wood, see 15:78-79, and n. 2000; and for the People of Tubba’ see 44:37 and n, 4715, 


4951. Cf 46:38, and n. 4812. 


4952. Allah created man, and gave him his limited free will. Allah knows inmost desires and moti 
of man even better than man does himself. He is nearer to a man than the man’s own jugular vein. The jugular 
vein is the big trunk vein, one on each side of the neck, which brings the blood back from the head wth 
heart. The two jugular veins correspond to the two carotid arteries which carry the blood from heart to the 
head, As the blood-stream is the vehicle of life and consciousness, the phrase “nearer than the jugular vein” 
implies that Allah knows more truly the innermost state of our feeling and consciousness than does our ownegs 











Sirah 50: Qaf 1849 Bi Caw 


17. Behold, two (guardian angels)**** NDONEC 
Appointed to learn (his doings) : SEEUES @ 
Learn (and note them), 44s vite 
One sitting on the right Ladle Loads 
And one on the left. 

18. Not a word does he**** Se iteen Eis 
Utter but there is 1 10 Voor bali ®» 
A sentinel by him, 7 s 42 | 
Ready (to note it). Nees 

19. And the stupor of death**** 2 Cre eee 
Will bring truth (before Sheri trent @ 
His eyes): “This was $25, FR oe 
The thing which thou SAEs A> 


Wast trying to escape!” 


Siactth 
20. And the Trumpet‘ ry pe &} 
hall be blown: Ba lee 
That will be the Day - eee “An 
Whereof Warning (had been aes (2 ts 
given). 

21. And there will come forth wth wee 
Every soul: with each wpb betes @ 
Will be an (angel) to drive,***’ Bo APB TL ee 
And an (angel) to dopa olgat 
Bear witness. 





4953. Two angels are constantly by him to note his thoughts, words, and actions. One sits on the right 
side and notes his good deeds and the other on the left, to note his bad deeds; corresponding to the Companions 
of the Right and the Companions of the Left mentioned in 56:27 and 56:41. (R), 


4954. Then each “word” spoken is taken down by a “sentinel” (ragib). This has been construed to mean 

that the sentinel only records words, not thoughts which are not uttered. Thoughts may be forgiven if not 
‘utered, and still more if they do not issue in action. At the stage at which we clothe a thought in words, 
we have already done an action. The Recorders mentioned in the last verse make a complete Record, in order 
to supply motives and springs of action, which will affect the degrees or status in the spiritual Hereafter The 
three together, individuals or kinds, make the honourable Recorders, Arraman Katibim, (plural, not dual number) 
mentioned in 82:11. 
» 4955. What is stupor or unconsciousness to this probationary life will. be the opening of the cyes to che 
spiritual world: for Death is the Gateway between the two. Once through that Gateway man will realise how 
the things which he neglected or looked upon as remote are the intimate Realities, and the things which seemed 
t@ loom large in his cyes in this world were shadows that have fled, The things we wanted to avoid are the 
things that have really come to pass. Both Good and Evil will realise the Truth now in its intensity, 


4956. The next stage will be the Judgement, heralded with the blowing of the Trumpet. Every soul will 
then come forth. 


» ©4957. Several interpretations are possible, leading to the same truth, that the Judgement will be set up; 
the Record will be produced: the good and bad deeds will speak for and against; and complete justice will 
be done, each act leading to its own due fruit. (1) The (angel) to drive and the (angel) to bear witness may 
be the Recording Angels of the left and the right (verse 17); or (2) it may not be angels, but the evil deeds 
will drive like task-masters, and the good deeds will bear witness for the soul on trial; or ($) his misused limbs 
and faculties will drive him to his doom, while his well-used limbs and faculties will witness for him. 


50: Oaf 1350 i. S Sa Sealy | 
22. (It will be said:) . Basis AG & 


“Thou wast heedless 


Of this; now have We rae Wes Hz rece 
And sharp is thy sight**** tee 
This Day!” asc esiid a 

23. And his Companion*** will say: B merger ab oq ee 
“Here is (his record) ready Ae Sb lind Jb @ 
With mel” 

24. (The sentence will be:) Wiser 
“Throw, throw**** into Hell Sarai © 
Every contumacious Rejecter, . Mery Fie 
(Of Allah)!— Ave je 

25. “Who forbade what was good, oo And 3 
Transgressed all bounds, af er pF io 
Cast doubts and’ suspicions; 

26. “Who set up another god ASIP pdacell o 
Beside Allah: throw him oto ee 
Into a severe Penalty.” ». SLI sate ga x 

27. His Companion*** will say: tt she ceed 
“Our? Lord! I did not rab Sapa @ 
Make him transgress,**** ne 
But he was (himself) pase gat: Ns 


Far astray.’ 





4958. The clearness of vision will now be even greater: see n. 4955 above. 


_ 4959. Qarm: Companion. If we take No. 1 of the constructions suggested in n. 4957, the Companion 
will be one of the Recording Angels mentioned above, in verse 21, perhaps the one that drives; or perhaps 
the third one mentioned in verse 18, for he has the Record ready with him. If we take any of the other constructions 
mentioned in n. 4957, it will be the evil deeds or the misused faculties. In any case it will be che factors on 
whose testimony his conviction will be based. 


4960. The original for “throw”, here and in verse 26 below, is in the dual number, which some Commentaton 
explain by saying that the dual form is used for emphasis, as if the verb (“throw, throw”) were twice repeated. 
Examples of this are found in Arabic. But is it possible that the dual refers to the two angels mentioned is 
versely 57 uicl 21? Est ehiatr case A Compaaions'in veren' 27 will be the third tie mencisnnd ih ‘verses ia 
23. In any case the third one will be the one on whose Record the sentence will be passed. 


4961. See last note. But some people understand by “Companion” here an evil associate in the world, 
an evil one who misled. 


4962. Our Lord. One man speaks: “I did not”, etc. Yet he uses the plural pronoun in saying, “Our Loni” 
This is beautifully appropriate, as he is speaking so as to include the person to be judged: as if he were to 
say, “Thou art my Lord, or the Lord of us angels or of all Creation, but Thou art his Lord also, for Thow 
didst cherish him and warn him, and be owed duties to Thee.” 4, 

4963. Neither the Recording Angels nor the misused limbs and faculties, nor anything else whatever wat 
responsible for the Evil: it was the personal responsibility of the Doer himself, with his free will, ‘s 
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28. He will say: “Dispute not**™* Stel <4 6h" 
With each other GCAlnee YS & 
In My Presence: utes Setzer 
I had already in advance sesh Sci} c eS) 


Sent yout*®* Warning. 


29. “The Word changes not ELIANA ECAH“ 
Before Me, and I do not SA) Wale @) 
The least injustice Ahk er 
To My Servants.”4*° Aa JB UL, 

C, 225.—As Goodness has possibilities unlimited, 
(50:30-45.) So has Evil in the opposite direction. 
To those who bring a heart unsullied 
And to Allah devoted, will be Peace, 
Security, and Eternal Life—the Rays 
From Allah's own Presence. Adore ye Allah 
And pay no heed to whispers of Doubt 
And Evil: these must vanish at Judgement, 
When Truth and Justice reign supreme. 
SECTION 3. 

30, @ne Day We will CaaTeseeh tes 
Ask Hell, “Art thou Ne Aen iJ Ls py &) 
Filled to the full?’*9*? _t. se 44e- 
It will say, “Are there Pre ees 
Any more (to come)?” 

51, d the Garden*** “if ate €) 

3 


ill be brought nigh 





z) 4964. It is suggested that sinners whose Record is black, driven into a corner, accuse others of misleading 
them: the others may be Recorders, or their faculties or opportunities or surroundings or their associates in 
the world, or anything but themselves. Such recriminations are not allowed in the Court of Judgement. 


4965. Besides, personal responsibility had already been clearly preached to them in Allah's Message, and 
they had been warned of the consequences, “You” is in the plural number: ‘all of you who are before the Judgement 
Seat had clear warning of the consequences of your conduct.’ 


4966. ‘Abd has two plurals: (1) Abid, as here, means all Servants of Allah, fe, all his creatures; (2) 
‘dad has the further connotation of Servants of Allah, devoted to his service: | have translated it in many 
tases by the word “devotees”. The Sentence before the Judgement Seat is pronounced with perfect justice: it 
does not change, and requires no change; the inevitable consequences of sin must follow; the time for Mercy is past. 


» 4967. As the capacity of Good is unlimited, so is the capacity of Evil—unlimited. Hell is personified and 
asked, "Art thou sated to the full?” It replies, “If there are more to come, let them come.” It is not satisfied. 


_ 4968. In this life, the ideals of the spirit, the accomplishments of the things in our hearts and our hopes, 
seem to be ever so far, seem even to recede as we think we come nearer. Not so in the Hereafter. The fruits 
of righteousness will no longer be in the distance. They will be realised. They will seem themselves to approach 
the Righteous. 


Sirah 50: Qaf 1352 ie Seale 
To the Righteous—no more neo ma 
A thing distant. J PE het, 
52. (A voice-will say:) Sarena 
“This is what was dae» a 
Promised for you — - tf 
For everyone who curned**** ey I; ! 


(To Allah) in sincere repentance, 
Who kept (His Law), 


$5. “Who feared (Allah) cpeayte 
Most Cractous unseen,*27! GHGs ~e 
And brought a heart A wae 
Turned in devotion (to Him): Stalled 
34. “Enter ye therein cate tats? 
In Peace and Security;**” phe aI 
This is a Day Ade tps 2 “ 
Of Evernal Life!" is void ay il 
35. There will be for them eae. 
Therein all that they wish— says © 
And more besides Aste 
In Qur Presence. **7* Spy 
36. But how many nels pti ‘tal ey 
erations before them : - oy nd 
Did We destroy (for their Te Oeste Ren 
Sins})—stronger in powert®™ ore tas 
Than they? Then did they if Haifa 


Wander through the land: 
Was there any place 7 
Of escape (for them)? ott 





4969. The description of the Righteous is given in four masterly clauses: (1) those who turned away from 
Evil in. stecere repentanoc; (2) chor whose new life was pood and oghteous (4) thow who in their innene 
hearts: and: in thetrmose:secret doings were accuated: by God-fearing love; the fear thar is akin to love in 
remembering Allah under His cue of “Most Gracious; and (4) whe gave op their whole beart ond being 
to Him, 


4970, Cf) 36:0oand m. $962; and 35:16)amd no F002: 
4971. The true meaning ‘of Islam: peace, security, salutation, and accord wich Allah's Plan in all Exernp 


4972.0 To get all that our purified wishes and desires comprehend may seem tocmum wp final Bee bq; 
there i anmething still wanting, whichceenpphed by the Presence of Allah, the Light-of His Counters 


4974, While virtue and righoousmes will accompliah thetrfinal goal, what will be the End of Sie? Le 
the past tell-its story. Many powerful and arrogant generations were swept away, toaeray in the paths of misery, 
without any way.of escape from the consequences of their sin, This was already seen in the life of this welll 
In the world to come, it will be worse, as already staced in verses P-26 above. 


Sirah 50: Qaf 1358 Bie Cae 


37, Verily in this*97* A SAN Se- 5 NS 33) ap 


Is a Message 


For any that has ‘et Pots $42 47 
A heart and understanding ba! 
Or who gives ear and ® | obe 
Earnestly witnesses (the truth). a ata 
38. Ble created the heavens**”* Op eRe | a eI 
: Ue) ycta sd 2 


And the earth and all 


4 “a 
Between them in Six Days,**’® i Wa le EA bead VA 1 aaa ed 
Nor did any sense 4 val leeks sha SESE 
Of weariness touch Us.*9?’ 


$9. Bear, then, with patience, Po ice igs Map 4 
All that they say, Dale bs b 3) 
And celebrate the praises Ate dar of wig o2 
Of thy Lord, before**”® JS ty det 4 
The rising of the sun Astana rinks 4 { 4 
And before (its) setting, sis A vet pb 
40. And during part FeSO SET POD 
Of the night, (also,) LS NGS © 
Celebrate His praises Fee a 
And (so likewise) aro 


After the postures*®”® 
Of adoration. 





4974. As Christ said (Matt. 11:15), “he that hath ears to hear, let him hear’. These are matters of high 
toment. Many spiritual lessons can be learnt from these things by anyone who has the heart and understanding 
to apply to Allah's teaching and can give genuine thought to what he sees, a5 a witness does who has to swear 
to che facts on his oath, 


4975, Allah's creation of the heavens and the earth in long stages or periods of time, as we count time, 
shows how things evolve in their own good time. We must therefore be patient if Good does not seem to come 
to its own according to our ideas. Our will should merge itself in Allah's Will, and we should praise Him, 
realising that He is All-Good and that all adjustments will be in the Hereafter. 


4976. Cf 7:54, n. 1031; and 41:12. n. 4477. 
4977, Cf. 35:35. 


4978. Allah should be remembered at all times. But the best time for individual adoration is early in 
the morning before sunrise, late in the day before sunset, and a portion of the night, when there is stillness 
in the air, and man’s spirit loves to commune with things spiritual, Those who would connect this with the 
five canonical prayers, instituted at a later stage in Madinah, would take the Fayr for the prayer before sunrise, 
the Zur and the Asr for the afternoon prayers before sunset and the Maghrib and the ‘sha’ for the night prayers. 


4979. The general meaning of after the postures of adoration would be the contemplation and remembrance 
of Allah after prayers. Those who would connect this passage with the five canonical prayers understand these 


further prayers “following che sujiid or postures of adoration” to mean the extra or supernumerary prayers 
known as naff, also the use of the Rosary or the fingers in remembering the Names of Allah. 
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41. And listen for the Day***® ais os Cope sf & 
When the Caller will call mH cur 


Out from a place KZ. 
Quite near—***! sks ee 

42. The Day when they will Sot ee elite score 
Hear a (mighty) Blast*** PI aN5 22550 
In (very) truth: that sft de As 
Will be the Day Gar*'e re 
Of Resurrection. 

43. Verily it is We Who SF ALO 
Give Life and Death; a 
And to Us is py ere, 

te 

The Final Goal— aasiils 

44. The Day when St <hr ® 
The Earth will be‘ ee ATI 
Rent asunder, from (men) ay eee 
Hurrying out: that will be vere ol 


A gathering together— a7 ae hee 
Quite easy for Us.**™ ma Trask tle pie Ms 


45. Ble know best what they‘ 3 oly ALN" 5 Li) 
Say; and thou art not of 
One to overawe them “te pec Sic 
By force. So admonish 7 z 
With the Qur'an such cory Oe re gl sally $F 


As fear My Warning! 





4980. The Day of Resurrection, when the Call to the souls to arise and come to the Judgement Seat will 
be immediately answered, and they will arise and come forth. Cf 36:49-53, and notes 3997 and 3999. 


4981. In the life of this world it seemed all so remote. In the new life at the Resurrection it will al] be 
so near; for there will be neither time nor space as we know them here. 


4982, The word al Sayhah (mighty Blast) is used for the Resurrection (as here) or for che sudden punishment 
of the guilty on this earth, as in 11:67, where see further references. 


49853. Men will hurry out from all corners of the earth to answer the call, and the earth itself will be 
rent asunder. In 25:25 the imagery used was the heaven being rent asunder, and angels coming out in ranks: 
see n- 3082 Cf, also 84:1-4; 


4984. Ic may seem to our material imaginations @ difficult task to collect together the souls of all sorn 
of men, who died in all sorts of conditions at different times, but it will be a different kind of world and 
creation altogether, and to Allah all things are not only possible but casy. 


4985. People may throw all sorts of doubts about the Judgement and the Hereafter, The Prophet's task 
is not to force them to accept anything, His task is to deliver the Message of the Qur'an, and admonish those 
who are spiritually fit and ready to receive admonition and to prepare themselves for the new and higher 
life destined for man. 


Intro. to Stirah 51 1355 


INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 51—AL DHAR IYAT 


This is an early Makkan Siirah, the second of the seven Stirahs forming a group dealing 
with Revelation and the Hereafter. See Introduction to S, 50. This Sirah deals with the varying 
ways in which Truth prevails irresistibly even against all human probabilities. (R). 


Summary —The winds may blow and scatter, lift and rush, or divide in all directions; but 
the Truth and Promise of Allah are sure and stable, whereof you may see Signs both around and 
within you (51:1-28, and C. 226). 


Past events and what you see before you point to the unfailing consequences of all you 
do: Allah, of His Grace, sends you a Reminder: the loss is your own if you reject and deny (51:24-60, 
and C. 227). 


C. 226.— Various are the ways of working we see 

(51:1-23.) In Allah's world—strong and gentle, scattering 
And uniting: through it all runs a Purpose 
True and stable, which we all shall see fulfilled 
On the Day of Judgement and Justice, which 
Must inevitably come to pass: give up 
False doctrines, which agree not among themselves 
Or with facts. For evil must end in evil, 
And good in joy and felicity. The good 
Worship Allah and serve Allah's creatures: 
Those needing help are ever in their thoughts. 
They see Signs of Allah in all things in heaven 
And earth, and in their own hearts and minds. 


Stirah 51. 
At Diriyat (The Winds That Scatter) Coie see 
in the name of Allah, Most Gracious, aig cg af : 
Most Merciful. Fs | 
it we s Mimenticnll(e 
t scatter Reade Byseay NG 0) 
2. And those thar‘ ys isto 
Lift and bear away lay ae 
Heavy weights: 
§. And those thar” | At ee 
Flow with ease | [et ceep i} 
And gentleness: 
4. And those thar” : os ot 
Distribute and apportion | Valsatac fy 
By Command — ' 
5. Verily that which | at 
Are promised is true; | Sdasdestit O 





4 Foor agencies are mentioned in were | 8 Sie oF type oe evils of thee cerucary eel 
unity ale Thoth deserted tn wees $-- Whee chee agencies are io described by certain adjectival participin. 
ihe mown understosd being usually taken to be “Windia”: the word for Wind (Ria) being feminine in. Arabic 
fone Commentaten boeecwr onderwand other now a being copied. cg. angels in all bows eereey, of difienes 
things in each of the four verses. Whaever the agencies are, their different modes of working ate evidence 
af the power anc! goodness of Allah, the Unity of His Plan, and the certainty of Good and Evil reaching their 
own dewined emda, when judgement and justine will have given cach oor hin due, (R) 


4087, Winds may blow strong, and acavier particles of dust far and wide; bus they do moe dimdeish by 
one jot the substance of Allah’) material creation, on che concrary they help wo reedjan things. They reskape 
ihe configuration of the earth: in the vegetable kingdom they carry seeds about and plant mew eed i old 
wel; in the cegien of ar they prelece mighty changes in temperature ancl premure that affect amenal ant 
ergriable ile: they carry the monte of equaterial Adore to the parched plait of India: apd so on. Yet they 
are jaw oe little agency showing Allah’) working in the material world. So io che spiritual! world Revelation 
wks mighty change: uw may be reed, bet the rence ail) be peeps ewe. Greet peoinee wo ohe oot Got 
Final Event. “te which the whole Creation morea” 


4908, ‘The chimgs chat lift and bear away heavy weights may be che Winds that carry the bears rain chad 
er that eweep off every rreacance from their path, or it may be the heery moisture laden clouds chemoecies. 
So workd Revelation: it lift and sweeps away the burdens of costom, auperwition, of mac's iewertia, and ever 
lroce ormarce te the destined Enel. 


400, “These may be Winds chat fi) the anile of chipe with gentle and favourelile beens, thot carry men 
and merchandise to their destinations. Oy they may be the ships themeelves, wher amet motion through 
the water be deectibed in many places by the werb pers. “eo flow” eg. Cf Bee 


4990, These may be Winds (or other agencies) chat distribute and apportion myolsurt or rain or armospberic 
preware te other Mesengs of Allah — oot hapharerd but by ford lows ie ectording to the Command of 
their Lond. So with Revelation. lu blessings are discrituced afl around, and 0 produces ict maretious cfecm 

409). That whack ye are peeswied ihe Promise of Allah about Mercy and Forgiveness to the Penisess, 
ond Justice and Penalry to che Rebellious; ihe premier of the Hereafter, the promise that all doe nor end 
here, bat that ther os truer and mor lasting workd to come. for which this is bean o preparation. 
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6. And verily Judgement*** ty Coe ot 7 
And Justice must — ee wlloly ©) 
Indeed come to pass. 

7. By the Sky siesta & 

ith (its) numerous Paths, **** oh 

8. Truly ye are in < 
A doctrine discordant,**** 2 # S| 0) 

9. ‘Through which are-deluded (away cd toate Ae 
From the Truth) such i “my ge 
As would be deluded.**” 
se ‘s 
10. Woe.to the falsechood-mongers — pene aor 'O: 
ll. Those who (flounder) heedless*®”* a ae 
In a flood of confusion: Sploys 3 eos up 
12, They ask, “When will be pane G 
The Day of Judgement callipobliges ® 
And Justice?” 
18. (It will be) a Day ROS fe yaa 
When they will be tried Spi Oi ioe & 


(And tested) over the Fire! 


14. “Taste ye your trial! oh ocee fers Bre 8 
This is what ye used Siglgcady 2k MSs iy oy) 
To ask to be hastened!''***” 





4992. Din = the giving to each person his precise and just duc; this is implied in Judgement and Justice 
All the inequalities of this life are to be redressed. 


4993. The study of the numerous regular orbits of the planets and irregularly regular orbits of comets, 
and the various motions, visible or invisible, of the fixed stars or revolving stars, form in themselves a network 
of knowledge or science, of a highly technical nature; the highest astronomy or mathematics can only barely 
teach its fringe. But these have all a fixed Plan and Purpose under Allah's Dispensation. In them variety leads 
to Unity, In contrast look at the confused medley of doctrines, views, and dicta put forward by the Sceptics, 
as described in the next verse. 


4994. Qaw! = saying, word, theory, doctrine. Mukhtalif = differing, various, inconsistent with itself, 
discordant. No theory or doctrine based on a denial of a Hereafter can be consistent with spiritual facts as 
we know them, or with Allah's Goodness, Justice, and Mercy. 


4995. Some Commentators draw from this a rigid doctrine of Calvinistic Predestination or Determinism, 
which 1 do not think is fairly deducible from the words. “Yu fak™ should I think be translated “will be or 
would be deluded”, meaning “have the wish or desire to be", and not “must necessarily be deluded by eternal 
predestination” The word occurs in many places in the Qur'an: e.g., Cf 5:75, or 9:30. 


4996. They are in great spiritual danger: yet they care not. 


4997. They used to say scoffingly, “if there is to be punishment for our sins, let it come at once!” When 
it comes, they will know what a terrible thing it is! Cf. 26:204 n. $280, 
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15. to the Righteous, Phe nA ig S Bae 
rey will be in the midst YI OR eva EO) 
Of Gardens and Springs,**** 


16. Taking joy in the things SAR seit To Vie 
Which their Lord gives them, rt. ane tones 0) 
Because, before then, they oS oven 


PAV AY 
Lived a good life. Se a Jali 


17. They were in the habit**** 4 pe One RE oS 8G, 
Of sleeping but little ipa JUGAL SE @ 
By night, 

18. And in the hours coe i ‘ 
Of early dawn, byes Ay EYL & 


They (were found) praying 
For Forgiveness;*°°° 


19. And in their wealth : eae hs 4 
And possessions (was remembered) Prey ® 
The right of the (needy), gate wae 
Him who asked, and him A \y pie 


Who (for some reason) was®®”! 
Prevented (from asking). 


20. @n the earth ot BAe OT 4 

__ Are Signs for those Cndyell Cae oN By) 
Of assured Faith, 

21. As also in your own'®? ips ai & . 
Selves: will ye not OI per WSK Ata; O 


r Then see? 





4998, Gardens and Springs are the two most frequent symbols for the highest satisfaction and bliss 


4999. They were engaged most of the night in worship and in the planning of good deeds. They preferred 
activity to idleness, the service of Allah and His creatures to the indulgence of Self. 

5000! They were up early before dawn, ready for their devotions. The praying for Forgiveness and Mere 
does not necessarily imply that they had committed fresh sins. Indeed they began the day with such devotions, 
showing their great humility before Allah and their anxious care for others, for whom they prayed as much 
as for themselves. See the last sentence of n. 21 to 1:5. 


5001. True charity remembers not only those in need who ask, but also those who are prevented by some 
reason from asking, The man of true charity seeks out the latter, There may be various reasons which prevent 
a man from asking for help; (1) he may be ashamed to ask, or his sense of honour may prevent him from 
asking; (2) he may be so. engrossed in some great idea) that he may not think of asking; (3) he may even not 
know that he is in need, especially when we think of wealth and possessions in a spiritual sense, as including 
spiritual gifts and talents; (4) he may not know that you possess the things that can supply his needs; and 
(5) he may be a dumb and helpless creature, whether a human being or a dumb animal, or any 
within your ken or power. Charity in the higher sense includes all help, from one better endowed to one lew 
well endowed. Cf n. 179 to 2:177; also 2:273-274, and notes 322 and 325. 


5002. The Signs and Evidence of Allah are in all nature and within the body and soul of man, if mag 
has but the spiritual eyes to see. Cf 41:55. 
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(22. And in heaven is**® rae Te A es wee. 
S55 Laas CD 


Your Sustenance, as (also) pie play 
That which ye are promised. 


23. Then, by the Lord** owe 

Of heaven and earth, PAG TS Alois ep 
This is the very Truth, < Ae-4 pe. 
As much as the fact SSC Gedai} 


That ye can speak alt 
~ Intelligently to each other. Oyabe 


at C. 227.—Even Abraham the True had need ‘to be told 
wl! (51:24-60) Before he could realise the purpose of Allah. 
Clear Signs were sent for warning, as, of old, 
4: To Pharaoh, the 'Ad, the Thamtid, and the people 
Of Noah, and the warning inevitably came 
To pass, Our Signs are for your instruction. 
fh Heed therm and learn by them. Those who believe 
Find profit in their lives: those who reject 
Or deny—alas! they learn not from the past. 
S- ; Woe unto them! The loss is their own! 


SECTION 2. 
A 4“ “Gor 
24. das the story*°** Ss ot fi oO) 
' ached thee, of the honoured Ra ear 
Guests of Abraham? —™ abit are 
25. Behold, they entered’ PEALE head fares 
His presence, and said: Ce aac fel 55-35) 9 op 
“Peace!” He said, “Peace!” e powee e 
(And thought, “These seem) Oy Sao It 


Unusual people’"*°°? 





5003. “Sustenance”, here as elsewhere, includes physical sustenance, as well as spiritual sustenance. Similarly 
heaven or sky has both the physical and the spiritual meaning. The physical sustenance grows from rain from 
the sky; the spiritual sustenance comes from divine aid, grace, and mercy, and includes the Good News and 
the Warning which come from Revelation about the Hereafter. (Cf n. 4554), 


_ 5004. Attention having been called to the Signs or Evidences of Allah's working on the earth, within 
ourselves; and in the heavens; in verses 20-22, an appeal is made to our own inner conscience, in the name 
ofthe Lord of heaven and earth, to acknowledge and act up to the truth of Revelation, and turn to the spiritual 
Realities: For they are as real as our own conscious and self-intelligent existence, on which is based all our 
knowledge. As a philosopher (Descartes) has said: “I think; therefore I am.” 


~ 8005. Cf 11:69-73 and notes, where further details of the story will be found. Cf, also 15-51-56. 

i 

_ 5006. They were angels, who appeared suddenly before him at his tent door in the guise of men, and 
faluted him with the salutation of peace. He returned the salutation, but felt, from their appearance and 
their manner, that they were unusual, not ordinary, strangers. 


5007. Munkar- unknown, uncommon, unusual, not customary, (hence by derived meaning, not applicable 
here, not fair or just): opposite in both primary and secondary meanings to ma'rif, well-known, usual, customary, 
just. Cf, 15:62. 
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26. Then he turned quickly“ Az. 3 
‘To his household, brought sen Paslndaal Div 
Out a faued calf, 

27. And placed it before them __. 

He is “Will ye not Say bIIG sdk ALO) 
Ear?" 

28. (When they did not eat), oe oer a5 | 
He conceived a fear of them. =| MS or 0) 
They said, “Fear not,” eee 
Glad udings of a son a 
Endowed with knowledge po oentyery 

29. But his wife came forward*’™ ee eres al eS eo 
(Laughing) aloud: she smote». °| Pes 
Her forehead and said: dt a ee el 
°K barre old vediaal” itt Sie Sel Srreete or 

30. They said, “Even so * * fe ae serene 
fe ieee ere 

Avatan) aa “And what, SAI SAGE 
Is your errand (now)?" 

32. They said. “We have - « F jets 

(Deep) in sm— a 





S008. They stemmed unutial ranger, bet he aad pohing and quietly proceeded io perform ibe ran 
af hopitaliyy, He brought « roast fated calf and placed it before chem to ear. Mui the strangers dic pei en 
(70) This disconcented him. According 00 the laws of bospucality, « ranger under your roof is under yqur 
protection, but if he refuses io ent, he refuses your hospitality and keeps himeelf free from any terol quae 
ard bow. “What were cheir designa!” thought Abraham, and be fele some discrun. But they were angels ond 
cogld mot ead, They declared ahemanhves, x eh BNI Am HEREIN 
her words that Abraham wai to be che bead of « omg Hee of Prophets! (14:44), 


MAM, Abrahams wife Sarah wes old and barren. This mews seemed to her tom good i be crue. She come 
forward. laugherd! aloud (11-71), struck her forehead with her hands indicative of her arvusemens andi 
ao “a barren old woman”) [1:72 
- 
3000. The angets said “Whar may sound improbable to human beings will pet come to pam Hf Allsh 
commands And Allah thy Lord has epeken $o shall it be For all Hes promos ore full of wimdom and imei” 
fut the appbeonon = dor all wee arel to all horn after sever deyua Hosmer emwcih Truth mor bem te 
thas, eill dune wath fall splendour And the Judgement wall come, when good will corpe tr os own! Fhe 
“4 
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33. “To bring on, on them, oe she 
(A shower of) stones et ile bail ep 
Of clay (brimstone),°°" 

34. “Marked as from thy Lord**” 2 OS Here, fect 
For those who trespass Ct pal Me 54 


Beyond bounds.” 


35. Then we evacuated*" oe 8 a. 
Those of the Believers ee ‘nbbinty 


Who were there, 


36. But We found not there Pa Ca a a aed 4 
Any just (Muslim) persons do ASerele Games ep 
Except in one house:5° 

\ : 7 Ss zy eis Yee 

37. And rere there wall aol NEN 
A Sign for such as Pred Bee 
Fear the Grievous Penalty.°®* AS ie Nall 1 Ople 

38. And in Moses*** RTE Ce et tik eat a 

: as another Sign): jks heidi gen 
Behold, We sent him mgt Wye ie ve, 
To Pharaoh, with authority vate SO se2 
Manifest. 

39. But (Pharaoh) turned back ae 
With his Chiefs, and said, Jena der 

_ “A sorcerer, or wsere aie ¢ 
One possessed!" Opes Pe 





501. Cf 11:82, and n. 1052 to 7:84. The angels’ errand of mercy to Abraham (to announce the succession 
of godly men in his line) was coupled with their errand of justice and punishment to the people of Lit, the 
people of Sodom and Gomorrah, who were deep in the most abominable and unnatural sins, So Allah's Mercy 
and Justice go hand in hand in all human affairs. Faith has nothing to fear, and wickedness has only to turn 
and repent, to obtain Allah's Mercy. 


«5012. Cf 11:83, and n. 1580. Every crime has its due punishment as marked out in the decrees of Allah, 


~ 5015. The only just or righteous persons found in Sodom and Gomorrah (Cities of the Plain by the Dead 
Sea) were in the house of Lit, who was the Prophet sent to call them to repentance. He and his believing 
family and adherents were told to leave in due ame, and the wicked were destroyed in a shower of brimstone. 


$014. That was the house of Lit; and even there, his wife had no faith: she disobeyed the Command 
and perished: 11:81, n, 1577, 


5015. The Grievous Penalty. that is, the Final Judgement. The destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah in 
this life is taken as the type of the Final Judgement. The vestiges can be seen—as a Sign and a Warning — in 
the sulphury plain round the Dead Sea; Cf 15:79; 


ty 

5016. Cf. 44:17-31. The story of Moses and Pharaoh is here just referred to. The points emphasised here 
are: (1) that Moses had manifest authority, yet Pharaoh doubted; (2) chat Pharaoh's reliance was on his Chiefs 
and his forces, but they could not help when his doom came; and (3) that in the most extraordinary and 
incredible ways (judged by ordinary human standards), his arrogance and his reliance on his Chiefs and forces 
were his undoing, 
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40, 50 We took him gosh de 2% 
And his forces, and ny Zt ® 
Threw them into the sea: ee a WAC: bees 
And his was the blame.’ ey 

41. And in the ‘Ad (people) 7 sis; 

another Sign): 53 0. 
Behold, We sent against them anes | eae Th 
The devastating Wind: ciel Ceding 

42. It left nothing whatever Ad et Aen 
That it came up against, ase oA) rapes © 
But reduced it to ruin Peng aM 
And rotrenness, alam d| 

45, d in the Thamid"*'"* way - 

another Sign): > ane $3353) @ 

Behold, they were told, aryl cath Mee 

_ “Enjoy (your brief day) si , 
For a littl while!” 

44. But they insolently defied***' ae Ae 
The Command of their Lord: (eae 50 ® 
So the stunning noise’*™ Ae Get ik 
(Of an earthquake) seized 3 hanna! 
Them, even while they * MAende 
Were looking on, 29 ple ty 

45. Then they could not ore es Se = MFT O: 
Evén stand (on their feet),“™ | 2, 
Nor could they help. themselves. Capa alte 3 





SOIT, “The ungodly Egyptians were all destroyed, but the chief blame lay on Pharaoh for misleading therm 
Pharaoh's puniinent was ju He could not blame anyone else. And ceteainly no one can blame che coun 
of Allak’s Justice. for Allah was long-suffering. and gave him many chances to repent. 


AOU. Cf 46:21:86. The point here is that the Ad were a gifted people: Allah had given them tales 
and material wealth: bur shen they defied Allah, they and all chein belongings were destroyed ins night. 
by « hurricane which they though: was bringing them the rain to which they were looking forward. How 
marvelously Allah's Providence works, to help the good and destroy che wicked! 


9009. See the sory of the Thamid and their prophet Salih in 7)79-79. Here che poine is the suddenses 
of their punishment and ita unexpected nature. 


S00. Sih, their prophet, gave them three day’ clear warning for repentance (11:65). Bur they heeded 
hin not. On the contrary they flouted him and continued in their evil. courses. 


S081. They had already defied the order to preserve the She-camel, which was epmbolical of the gracing 
righe of the common prople: ere 164-65 and 0. MM). They conned io fleur the warnings of the prophet 
until the earthquake came on them with a stunning nowe and buried them where they were 78; and 1s, 


8022. SaVgaA- a stunning idund like that of thonder and lightning (2°55): such a sound often accompa 
an earthquake, (eee 417) i ES, ond 778 ond i. WHT) 


hOES, They were awept off in the earthquake 
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46. So were the People’ AS 
Of Noah before them: Be w2E e oe & 
For they wickedly transgressed. (nas epiglee bod 
SECTION $. 

47. With the power and skill**** Besfivcs gor Aah ap 
Did We construct b@ 
The Firmament: os S56 - 
For it is We Who expand ae 


The vastness of Space. 


48. And We have spread out nt Ona 
The (spacious) earth: wey aS » 
How excellently es (or 
We do spread out! Osi gulf 
49. And of everything or Or Ne, - 
We have created pairs:*°** Be Gk lee, wu & 
That ye may receive + x ot ag Bi 
Instruction. wp 
50. Hasten ye then (at once)***’ Mee A tho 
To Allah: I am from Him 4 SNe &) 
A Warner to you, Y Ae cae tee 
Clear and open! cna pais SIG) 





5024. The generation of Noah was swept away in the Flood for their sins: 7:59-64. The point is that 
such a flood seemed so unlikely to thern that they thought Noah was “wandering in his mind” when he delivered 
Allah's Message: 7:60. 


5025. If you do not wish to go back to the wonderful things of the past, which show the power and goodness 
of Allah, and His justice supreme over all wrongdoing, look at the wonderfu! things unfolding themselves 
before your very eyes! (1) The space in the heavens above! Who can comprehend it but He Who made it and 
sumains it? (2) The globe of the earth under your feet! How great its expanse seems over sea and land, and 
spread out for you like a wonderful carpet or bed of rest! ($) All things are in twos: sex in plants and animals, 
by which one individual is complementary to another; in the subtle forces of nature, Day and Night, positive 
and negative electricity, forces of attraction and repulsion: and numerous other opposites, each fulfilling its 
purpose, and contributing to the working of Allah's Universe: and in the moral and spiritual world, Love and 
Aversion, Mercy and Justice, Striving and Rest, and so on —all fulfilling their functions according to the Artistry 
and wonderful Purpose of Allah. Everything has its counterpart, or pair, or complement. Allah alone is One, 
with none like Him, or needed to complement Him. These are noble things to contemplate. And they lead 
us to a true understanding of Allah's Purpose and Message. 


5026. See (5) in the last note. Cf 36:56, n. $981. 
5027. If you understand Nature and yourselves aright. you will know that Allah is all-in-all, and you 


will fly at once to Him. This is the teaching which the Prophet of Allah has come to give you, in clear terms 
and openly to all, 
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51. And make not another*®** Res T 0) 
An object of worship Wats 
With Allah: erate 
1 am from Him Fad} ail 
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5028. Verses 50 and 51, ending with the same clause to emphasise the connection between the two, should 
be read together. The Prophet's mission was (and is): (1) to show us the urgent need for repentance; and (2) 
to wean us from the precipice of false worship. The one convinces us of sin and opens the door to the Mercy 
of Allah; the other cures us of the madness of paying court to idle or worthless objects of desire: for in the 
worship of Allah, the One True God, is included the best service to ourselves and our fellow-creatures. If fully 
understood, this sums up the whole duty of man: for it leads us by the right Path to the love of Allah ind 
the love of man and of all creatures. 


5029. They said this of Moses: 51:39. And they said this of the Holy Prophet: 38:4; 44:14 


5030. There is a tradition of Evil as there is a tradition of Good. The ways of Evil in dealing with the 
teachers of Truth are similar in all ages, But such evil traditions would have no effect, were it not that the 
generation following them is itself ungodly, “transgressing beyond bounds.” 


5031. When the Prophet freely proclaims his Message. it is not his fault if obstinate wickedness refuses 
to liten. He can leave them alone, but he should continue to teach for the benefit of those who have Fath. 


5082. Creation is not for idle sport or play: 21:16. Allah has a serious Purpose behind it, which, in our 
imperfect state, we can only express by saying that each creature is given the chance of development and progres 
towards the Goal, which is Allah. Allah is the source and centre of all power and all goodness, and our progress 
depends. upon our putting ourselves into accord with His Will. This is His service. It is not of any benefit 
to Him: (see the next two verses)—it is for our own benefit. 


} 


| 
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No Sustenance do I require*®** 
Of them, nor do I 

Require that they should 

Feed Me. 


For Allah is He Who 
Gives (all) Sustenance — 
Lord of Power—**™* 
Steadfast (forever), 


For the wrongdoers, 
Their portion is like 
Unto the portion of their*®** 


Fellows (of earlier generations): 


Then let them not ask Me 
To hasten (that portion)! 


Woe, then, to the Unbelievers, — 


On account of that Day*™** 
Of theirs which they 
Have been promised! 
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5033. Sustenance: in both the literal and the figurative sense: so also “Feed Me” at the end of the verse. 
Allah is independent of all needs. It is therefore absurd to suppose that He should require any Sustenance, 
and aill more absurd to suppose that we can feed Him! The gifts, the Sustenance, the goodness, all come 
from His side. 


5034. Allah commands all power; therefore any power we seek must be from Him. And His power is 
meadfast, the same today as yesterday, and forever. Therefore His help is always sure. 


5035. Each generation, that acts like any of its predecessors, must meet a similar fate. If the wicked came 
to an evil end in the past, the same results will follow in the present and che future. The punishment will 
come suddenly enough: let them not in mockery ask that it should be hastened. 


5036. Thar is, their eternal Punishment in the Hereafter, as well as any punishment that may come to 
them in this life. 
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INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 52—AL TUR 


This & the third of the group of seven Makkan Strahs described in the Introduction to 5. 0. 


Ie is, ke its predecessor, an carly Makkan Sirah. The points here emphasised are: that 
Revelation is in accord with all Allah's Signs, including previous Revelations. and that the Hereafter 
is inevitable, and we must prepare for ir. 


Summary—All Signs of Allah, including previous Revelations, point to the inevitable 
consequences of ill-deeds and good deeds: how can people deny or ignore the Message of Revelation? 
(52;1-48, aTve. Cc, 278). 


(CG. 228. —By the sacred Symbols —of the Mount 
(82:1-49.) Sublime, the Evernal Record on an open 
Scroll, the House of Worship thronged 
With men, the Canopy blue of unfathomed 
Heights, and the boundless Ocean with 
Tes resistiess tidal Swell—all acu 
Of men must have their inevitable fruits. 
New worlds will be born with the Day of Doom: 
New valocs established by Allah's Decree. 
Consumed will be Evil in the fire of Reality: 
And Good will come w as own —in penonal 
And social Blas, burt most im the full 
Realisation that Allah is good, the Heneficent, 
The Merciful... Prociaim, then, the praises 
Of the Lord, nor heed the slander of Ignorance 
Or Spite: for the Lord Who created will cherish; 
His plan will overthrow the puny plots 
Of men. Hold firm with patience in Faith 

In the Hereafter, and sing His praises 
Even in the busy marts of this world, 
But chiefly in the stillness of the Night . 
And the holy hour of Dawn as the Stan 

Retreat, singing glory to the Maker 
Of their own most glorious Sun. 


Sirah 52. 
Al Tair (The Mount) Bah Bowen 
In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, tN GS "5 
Most Merciful. As ba ; 
s 

1, By the Mount (of Revelation);**” hh OD 
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4. By the much-frequented Fane;**** 7) Jamal ally 

. . 4 ote : 2.4 
5, By the Canopy Raised High;*** ee llaacdls 0) 
6. And by the Ocean’! ily > 





5037, The adjuration is by five things which we shall presently explain. An appeal is made to these five 
Signs in verses 1 to 6, and the certainty of future events is asserted in the most emphatic terms in verses 7 
to 28, in three parts, ver. the coming of judgement and the passing away of this phenomenal world (verses 
7.10); the future ill consequences of ill-deeds done (verses 11-16); and future attainment of bliss and complete 
realisation of Allah's love and mercy (verses 17-28). 

5038. See last note. The five Signs to which appeal is made are: (1) the Mount (of Revelation), verse 
1, (2) the Decree Inscribed, verses 2-3; (3) The Much-frequented Fane, verse 4; (4) the Canopy Raised High, 
verse 5; and (5) the Ocean filled with Swell, verse 6. 

Let us examine these in detail. Each of them has a figurative and a mystic meaning. (1) The Mount is 
the sublime world of Revelation. In the case of Moses it is typified by Mount Sinai: Cf 95:2, where it is mentioned 
im juataposition to the sacred territory of Makkah, 95:5. In the case of Jesus it is the Mount of Olives: Cf. 
95:1, and also Matt. 24:5-51. where Jesus made his striking pronouncement about the Judgement to come. 
In the case of Muhammad, it is the Mountain of Light, where the divine inspiration made him one with the 
spiritual world: Cf C. 31, and n. 1) (2). The Decree Inscribed is Allah's Eternal Decree. When it becomes 
Revelation to man, it is further described as “inscribed”, reduced to writing; and as it is made clear to the 
intelligence of man, it is further described as “in a scroll unfolded”, that is, spread out so that everyone who 
has the will can seek its guidance. 

5039. See the last two notes. (3) “The much-frequented Fane’ (or House) is usually understood to mean 
the Ka’bah, but in view of the parallelism noted in che last note, it may be taken generally to mean any Temple 
or House of Worship dedicated to the true God. It would then include the Tabernacle of the Israelites in the 
wilderness, the Temple of Solomon, the Temple in which Jesus worshipped. and the Ka’bah which the Holy 
Prophet purified and rededicated to true worship. These would be only illustrations. Other concrete places 
of worship would be included, and in a more abstract meaning, the beart of man, which craves, with burning 
desire, to find and worship Allah. The Fane is “much-frequented” as there is a universal desire in the heart 
of man to worship Allah, and his sacred Temples draw large crowds of devotees. 

5040. (4) “The Canopy Raised High” is the canopy of heaven, to whose height or sublimity no limit can 
be amigned by the mind of man. It is Nature's Temple, in which all Creation worships Allah—the Symbol 
inwhich the material and the visible merges into the spiritual and the intuitional. 

$041. (5) The Ocean— the vast, limitless, all encircling Ocean—is the material symbol of the universal, 
unlimited, comprehensive nature of the invisible spiritual world. It is expressed to be masyiir, full of a mighty 
well, boiling over, poured forth all over the earth, as if overwhelming all landmarks; Cf 81:6—a fitting 
description of the final disappearance of our temporal world in the supreme establishment of the Reality behind 
it. 
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5042. This completes the five Signs or Symbols by which man may know for certain of the Judgement 
to come. Note that they are in a descending order—the highest. or most remote from man’s conscioumes, 
being mentioned first, and chat nearest to man’s consciousness being mentioned last. The truth of Revelation 
its embodiment in a Prophet's Message given in human language; the universal appeal of divine womhip; the 
marry world above; and the encircling Ocean, full of life and motion below — as ee 
of Allah will finally come, and nothing can avert it. (R). 

5048. The Day of Judgement is typified by two figures. (1) “The firmament will be in dreadful commotion” 
The heavens as we see them suggest to us peace and tranquillity, and the power of fixed laws which all the 
heavenly bodies obcy. This will all be shaken in the rise of the new spiritual world. Cf Matt. 26:29: “Immediately 
after the tribulation of those days. . the powers of the heavens shall be shaken.” For (2) see next note. 

5044..(2) The mountains are a type of firmness and stability. But things that we think of as firm and 

© stipe ee SR AN a NR ARRRSaG Ei 
Cf. 78:20. 
2 5045. Thea Dey ill be-n Eaip-c6 Wide-tb then tmongdciees dscstbed in ties aapeten: the sthileaguaadlll 
and Allah's Truth, just as it will be a Day of Joy and Thankagiving to the Righteous, who are described in 
three aspects in verses 17 to 28. The rebels are here described as being those who openly defied Truth and 
to plunge openly into wrongdoing but who secretly took profit out of it, who wasted their life in doubts and 
petty quibbles, It is difficult to say which attitude did more harm to themselves and to others. Both are aspects 
of deep-seated sin and rebellion. “nar marr pire ret dain A 
their lives. 

5046. In face ofthe Realities, twill be Borne in on them how wrong i wa for ther in hi ea ey 
or forget that every wicked thought or deed had its own retributive chain of consequences. 





Surah 52: Al Tur 1369 Lies Baeow 


15. “Is this then a fake,*°*’ AB BGA RATES B00 4 
Or is it ye that RTS PC |e ail 0: 
Do not see? 

16. “Burn ye therein; 1? -EI Af 
The same is it to you lneblyle © 
Whether ye bear it ROK “GA Ty "24 
With patience, or not;5%* wocle Sota fae™ #9 
Ye but receive the recompense caret of terra ech -e 
Of your (own) deeds.” BAiSs ES oy Alo} 

17. As to the Righteous, ** pes neo Senbiadlcol QP 

will be in Gardens, PEIN ee > 
And in Happiness — 

18. Enjoying the (Bliss) which Een pa Be fy ro: 
Their Lord hath bestowed Pore ae at 
On them, and their Lord , (“1% eshe od oer 
Shall deliver them from ee PINE py at) 
The Penalty of the Fire. 

19. (To them will be said:)**** deld ta 9 al 
“Eat and drink ye, aly Sis 0 
With profit and health,*** 2 aeec ete 
Because of your (good) deeds.” CP CCE. g ly 
On Thrones (of dignity) Pinar ‘ CSE rN 'O) 


Arranged in ranks;**? 





5047. Perhaps they had said that the Hereafter was a fake, mere old wives’ tales! If they had given serious 
thought to the Signs of Allah, they would have been saved from that seriovs spiritual blindness: then they 
will see that the fault was their own, and that the warnings of the messengers of Truth were nothing but pure Truth. 


5048. Ac that stage they will have no justification for anger or impatience; for their whole position will 
gave been due to their own conduct and their rejection of Allah's Grace. Nor will there be time for patience 
of repentance, for their period of probation will then have been over, 

5049. The Righteous will be in Bliss far beyond their merits: their sins and faults will be forgiven by 
ihe grace of Allah, which will save them from the penalties which they may have incurred from human frailty. 
it will be their own effort or striving which will win them Allah's grace: see verse 19 below. But the fruits 
will be greater than they could strictly have earned. 

5050. The bliss of the Righteous is described in three aspects; (1) their individual bliss, verses 17-20; (2) 
their social bliss, verses 21-24; and (5) their satisfaction in the dissipation of past shadows, and their full 
understanding of the goodness of Allah, verses 25-28. 

5051. Individual satisfaction is expressed in three types or figures of speech. (1) eating and drinking. (2) 
thrones of dignity, and (5) the joy of individual companionship. But the eating and drinking will not be like 
the physical acts, which are subject to drawbacks, such as excess, aftereffects and satiety: here there will be 
pure health, profit, and enjoyment. So about the other two: see the notes following. 

Cf with this the symbolical description of heaven in $7:40-49; while the general account is the same, 
special phases are brought out in two passages to correspond with the context, 

5052. Every one will have a Throne of dignity, but it does not follow that the dignity will be the same. 
Every one's Personality will be purified but it will not be merged into one general sameness. 
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23. They shall there exchange, 
One with another, 
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24. Round about them will serve, 
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5058, Cf 44:54, and notes 4728 and 4729, where the meaning of Hir is fully explained, This is the special 
sharing of individual Bliss one with another. The next verse refers to the general social satisfaction shared 
wich all whom we lived in this earthly life, 


5054, Dhurrtyah: literally, progeny, offspring, family; applied by extension to mean all near and dear 
ones whether related or not. Love is unselfish, and works not merely, or chiefly, for Self, but for others; provided 
the others have Faith and respond according to their capacities or degrees, they will be joined on to the Head 
of the Group, even though on individual merits their rank might be less. Fi applies pecially TPE 
and his Ummah (or following). 


5055. As already explained in the last note, though the love poured out by Prophets, ancestors, decendanis, 
friends, or good men and women, will secure for their loved ones the enjoyment of their society, it is an 
indispensable condition that the loved ones should also, according to their lights, have shown thew faith and 
their goodness in deeds. Each individual is responsible for his conduct. In the kingdom of heaven there & 
no boasting ‘of ancestors or friends But it is part of the satisfaction of the good ones who poured out their 
love that those who were in any way worthy to receive their love should also be admitted to their society, and 
this satisfaction shall in no wise be diminished to them. 


5056. Note that this verse is embedded in the midst of the description of social bliss; the individual bliss 
figured by meat and drink has already been mentioned in verse 19 above. The social pleasure will be of any 
kind or quantity they shall desire, but cheir desires will then be purified, just as their pleasures will be on 
a different plane. (R). 

5057. Drinking or loving cups, in our life on this earth, are apt to be misused in two ways) (1) they may 
or FSGS Ne “ae SER UNE Lh A 
evil talk, or evil- deeds: (R), 
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5058. Makniin, well-guarded, kept close, concealed from exposure: the beautiful nacreous lustre of Pearls 
ib disfigured by exposure to gases, vapours, or acids; when not actually in use they are best kept in closed 
caskets, guarded from deteriorating agencies. (R). 


5059. The third —and the highest—stage of Bliss, after individual Bliss and social Bliss, is the satisfaction 
of looking to the Past without its shadows and realising to the full in the Present the goodness of Allah. See 
s. 5050. This, again, is shared in mutual converse and confidence. 


5060. A man may be good, and may with limits have found goodness in his own spiritual life, but may 
have anxieties about his family or friends whom he loves, All such shadows are removed in heaven by the 
Grace of Allah, and he is free to dwell in it in this confidential converse with other men similarly circumstanced. 


5061. “Us” includes the good man or woman and all whom he or she cared for. This would be an ever- 
expanding circle, until it includes all mankind through Teachers like the Chosen One. The “Scorching Wind” 
is the type of haste. arrogance, and fire, such as entered into the composition of Jinns: 15:27. The destiny 
of man is to attain to calm, peace, security, the Garden of Bliss. 


5062. “Before this, we called upon Him, in faith that He is good: now we know in our inmost souls that 
He is indeed good—the Beneficent, the Merciful. This is the climax of the description of Heaven. 


5065. The greatest of the Prophets was called a soothsayer, Le, one who tells fortunes by divination, 
ora madman possessed of some evil spirit, or a poet singing spiteful satires. Much more may lesser men be 
called by such names because they proclaim the Truth, They should go on in spite of it all. (R). 


Sirah 52: Al Tur 1372 ae , Assy 


$0. Or do they say— oA Ate 
“A Poet! we await BESS eNO 
For him some calamity*®* ver pads 
(Hatched) by Time!” Qeall Spek en 

a> - G ops? 3 

$1. Say thou: “Await ye! — rae Sh 22 
I too will wait*** el 
Along with you!” Onna ppl Li 

$2. Is it that their faculties vy bee we 
Of understanding urge them**** Ap Ale alia 1@ 
To this, or are they ell aes 
But a people transgressing*®*’ Oye Lbe Pop 
Beyond bounds? 

83. Or do they say, 5 ee 1 es 
“He fabricated the (Message)"?5°** al boyyep © 
Nay, they have no faith! if SuRY 4 


34. Let them then produce A ki ly A 
A fecital like unto it— saleatadea plas © 


If (it be) they speak Ae LUE 
The Truth! Ge Soh 
<r '% oa j 
35. Were they created of nothing,*°* sone \ yale 1 
Or were they themselves A ndas 
The creators? . Me) Slice 





5064. If a spiteful poet foretells evil calamities for men, men can afford to laugh at him, hoping that 
Time will bring about its revenge, and spite will come to an evil end. For the various meanings of Rayb, we 
n. 1884 to 14:9. Some Commentators suggest Death as the Calamity hatched by Time. 


5065. Cf, 9:52, If the wicked wait or look for some calamity to befall the preacher of Truth, the preacher 
of Truth can with far more justice await the decision of the issue between him and his persecutors. For he 
stands for right, and Allah will support the right. 


5066. It may be that the persecutors of Truth are ignorant, and their deficient faculties of understanding 
mislead them, but it is more often the case that they are perverse rebels against the law of Allah, defending 


5067. Cf 51:53. 


5068. As an alternative to the charges of being a soothsayer or a madman or a disgruntled poet, there 
is the charge of a forger or fabricator applied to the Prophet of Allah when he produces his Message. This 
implies that there can be no revelation or inspiration from Allah. Such an attitude negatives Faith altogether. 
But if this is so can they produce a work of man that can compare with the inspired Word of Allah? They 
cannot (Cf. 2:28, 10:37-39, 1:18,.and-17:88), 


5069. Were they created of nothing? Three possible alternative meanings are suggested by the Commentaton, 
according to the meaning we give to the Arabic preposition mim = of, by, with, for. (1) ‘Were they created 
by nothing? Did they come into existence of themselves? Was it a mere chance that they came into being? 
(2) Were they created as men out of nothing? Was there not a wonderful seed, from which their material growth 
can be traced, as the handiwork of a wise and wonderful Creator? Must they not then seck His Will? (5) Were 
they created for nothing, to no purpose? If they were created for a purpose, must they not try co learn that 
purpose by understanding Allah's Revelation? 
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37. Or are the Treasures 
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40. Or is it that thou 
Dost ask for a reward,*°’* 
So that they are burdened 
With a load of debt?— 


41. Or that the Unseen*®’* 
Is in their hands, 
And they write it down? 


42. Or do they intend 
A plot (against thee)?*’* 


CSaragel GD 


5070. They obviously did not create the wonders of the starry heavens and the fruitful globe of the earth. 
But they can assign no definite cause to explain it, as they have no firm belief on the subject themselves. 





5071. Cf 6:50, and n. 867. The Treasures of Allah's Knowledge are infinite. But the doubters and unbelievers 
have no access to them, much less can the doubters and unbelievers manage the wonders of this world. Must 
they not therefore seek grace and revelation from Allah? 


5072. Cf 6:35: a reference to the Pagan belief that by means of a material ladder a man might climb 
up to heaven and learn its secrets! 


5078. Cf 16:57-59, and n. 2082. ‘To the gospel of Unity it is repugnant to assign begotten sons or daughters 
to Allah. But the Arab superstition about angels being the daughters of Allah was particularly blasphemous 
as the Pagan Arabs hated to have daughters themselves and considered it a mark of humiliation! (see also 53:21). 


5074. The Prophets of Allah ask for no reward to preach the Message of Allah and direct men to the 
right Path. Why then do men shun them and persecute those who seek to bring blessings to them? (Cf n. 5627). 


5075. The Unseen in the spiritual world is a subject of Revelation, though it works through the common 
everyday life of man. The men who reject Revelation simply because it is outside their own experience ought 
on the contrary to try to learn about it and seek to understand it. 


5076. Shallow men who plot against Good are themselves the willing victims of insidious plots laid by Evil. 
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Fi i (on therm), they Ber ie ies 
Would (only) say: “Clouds > Spree ae A 
Gathered in heaps!” 

45. So leave them alone do adott Bi 
Until they encounter Pam 
That Day of theirs, a fos 
Swoon (with terror)— _sare 

46. The Day when their plotting _— - ee pars Rca Cit 
Will avail them nothing sae Ganley ® 
And no help shall be + po has 

47. And verily, for those Be 
Another punishment besides ee 

an this:*e80 Lin 
But most of them Bre : 
Understand not. Noa ST SG 

48. Now await in patience ae ne 

“The command of thy Lord: Bing Cavey 60 





5077. This is the final and decisive question: 7 eca Vwilly Map HON Wt earn Gas On OE 

Eeery arpament polets w the megane. A eerin of queviom has been aiked pointing w the eegetive of the 
sage iacda ef tan ithdis:"Yer qenpal ef taaig Moat: end the Hereafter had thus been preached by 
a searching examination of the positien of the Unbeliewerns And che “rah ends with an rabortecice os lnm 
glene thos whe will not beliewe because they wish net to beliewe, and to let Time work owt the web ond pacers 
of Allah's Plan. 


5078, In 26:187, Shu'ayb, che Prophet of Allah, is challenged by the Companions of the Wood “wo cae 
a pace of why to fall on we, if thow art truthful” Suck « challenge. im some form or other ts addremed w 
all Prophem of Allah, 11 ia mere defiance. 1t haa po meaning. Wf a piece of the sky were oo fall on them, ji 
with to beliews Oubereise there are azopbe Signs and Evidences of Allah) Man in Creation and in man own beam, 


$079, That ia, the Day of Judgement, Cf 39-68, and n 443 


S060. The final furigemen: is for all, Bust in addition, erongdoers hare to fear a retrilration or ponies 
in chia very file, an open punishment through external eveow or, at leas che bitter pangs of conscience within, 


he eee 
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For verily thou art 17.40% “87 
In Our eyes:5" Cichutp 
And celebrate the praises AEP ae FS, 
Of thy Lord the while ps cne ett cy 


Thou standest forth,*°™ 


49, And for part of the night*** Soert Ate, 


Also praise thou Him— | dort aos 
And at the retreat*®™* Bbworoy 
OF the stars! | serps 





5081. The messenger of Allah must strive his utmost to proclaim the Message of Allah: as for results, 
itis not for him to command them. He must wait patiently, in the knowledge that he is not forgotten by Allah, 
a a ca ne ae any tigen 98 2 mr lg Ra i 
as he is a standard-bearer of Allah's Truth 


5082. The translators and Commentators nearly all understand taqgiimu in the sense of rising up from 
aleep. But the rendering I have given is consistent with Qur'anic usage. In 26:218, we have the same two words 
hina tagimu, meaning “standing forth (in prayer)". In 57:25, we have & yagiima al nas bil al gist, which 
obviously means “that men may stand forth in justice," #.¢,, do all their business in justice. In 78:58, we have 
yeqiimu used for the angels standing forth in ranks. 

On my rendering the meaning will be: ‘celebrate Allah's praises when you stand forth in prayer, or at 
all times when you go about your business; but also for part of the night and at early dawn when worldly 
life is at a standstill’ 


5085. It is not necessary to understand this for any particular canonical prayers. It is good to spend a 
part of the night in prayer and praise: Cf 73:6. And the Dawn is a daily recurring miracle of nature, full 
of spiritual influences and “testimony”: Cf 17;:78-79. 


5084. Jdbar al nujiim: the retreat of the stars: the glorious hour of early dawn. In 115:1, we seek Allah's 
protection as “Lord of the Dawn’ 


Intro. to Sirah 53 1376 


INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 58—AL NAJM 


This is an early Makkan Sirah, and is the fourth of the series of seven which were described 
in the Introduction to S. 50. 


The particular theme of this Strah is that Revelation is not an illusion; the illusion isin 
the minds of those who doubt and have false ideas of Allah: Allah is the source and goal of all things 


In. some Strahs the consecutive arrangement is shown or suggested by a cue-word, Here 
the cue-word is “star'', corresponding to “stars” in the last verse of the last Sirah. So in 46:1, the 
words: “Exalted in Power, Full of Wisdom”; are carried forward from the last verse of S. 45, and 
indeed the same words occur in the first verse of §. 45, So, again the words: “Most Merciful, Oft- 
Forgiving”; in 34:2, refer back to the words: “Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful”: in the last line of 
S. $8. In S. 54:1, the nearness of Judgement recalls the same idea at the end of the previous Sirah 
(53:57). Other examples will also be found. 


Summary—The impression received by the Prophet in revelation is neither error on his 
part nor deception by others, nor does he speak from selfish motives: it comes clearly from Allah, 
Who is not what the vain imaginations of men conceive: He is All-in-All, First and Last, Lord 
of all, Ample in forgiveness (53:1-32, and C. 229). 


Those who turn away are petty and ignorant, not knowing that Allah is the source and 
goal of all things —in men, in nature, and in the events of history: therefore serve ye Him (53:55-62, 
and C. 230). 


C, 229.— True revelation is not a process 
(53:1-32.) Either of error or deception, nor does 

The Prophet speak from himself as he desires. 
It is Allah's inspiration, true, without doubt. 
It is reality—the inner reality 
Of heaven as far as knowledge can reach, 
Not the false ideas and idols that men 
Construct for themselves, names without truth 

, Behind them. The goal of all things is Allah, 
As He is the One from Whom starts Reality. 
No other can eer intercede except 
As He wills, He made us, and knows all 
That we are. It is not for us to justify é 
Ourselves, but to offer ourselves as we are. - 
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Sirah 53. 
Al Najm (The Star) Eeliie Babes 
In the name of Allah, Most Gractous, 2K St F 
Most Merciful. Sed) 3p 
1. arrest Prat ri ee | i 
hen it goes down— Eyal] eel © 
2. Your Companion is neither®** 74,7748 2 4eV 
Astray nor being misled, Pl StolS JSG © 
3. Nor does he say (aught) Fad | ee ed 
Of (his own) Desire. Bphlge Ghals O 
4. It is no less than Redolagles « rhe «> 
Inspiration sent down to him: Sy FyY)] Ao} 
5. He was taught by one***” AS 2 Re 
Mighty in Power, Spill ae denacle &) 
6. Endued with Wisdom: it Te 
For he appeared (Sy-aelap 4 95 oO 
(In stately form) 
7. While he was in sok pe Phe al 
The highest part’ SINUS © 


Of the horizon: 





5085. Naym is interpreted in various ways, As most commonly accepted, it means either a Star generically, 
or the close cluster of seven stars known as the Pleiades in the Constellation Taurus, which the sun enters about 
the 2st of April every year. In mid-April, or a little later, the beautiful cluster would set just after the sun, 
after having gradually ascended the sky in the winter months. In late May, or a little later, it would rise just 
before the sun. In its western aspects, it might be considered a spring constellation. To open-air nations (including 
the Arabs) whose climate usually presents starry skies, this is an object of great interest, and many folklore 
tales gather round it. When so glorious a cluster is content to bow down in the horizon and merge its light 
in the greater light created by Allah (see the last three lines of C, 228), it becomes a symbol of humility in 
beauty and power before the Most High, Whose revelation discloses the summit of beauty, power and wisdom. 

Hawa in the text may mean either “goes down (or sets)” or “rises. Whichever meaning we take, it makes 
to difference to the symbolic interpretation given above. 


5086. “Your Companion” is the Holy Prophet Muhammad, who had lived among the Quraysh all his 
life, He is defended from three kinds of charges that the Unbelievers brought against him: (1) that he was 
going astray, either through defect of intelligence or through carelessness; (2) that he was being misled or 
deceived by evil spirits; and (3) that he spoke out of a whim or impulse, or from a selfish desire to impress 
his own personality. None of these charges were true. On the contrary he had direct inspiration from Allah. 


5087. This is referred by the Commentators to the ange! Gabriel, through whom the inspiration came. 
Cf. 81:20. 


5088. Gabriel appeared in stately form, perhaps towering above the Mountain of Light (see C. $1), Istawa 
inverse 6, translated “appeared”, means literally “mounted” or “ascended”, or "set himself to execute a design”; 
see pn. 1386 to 10:3. 


Sirah 53: Al Najm i878 sale webs 
8. Then he approached Ise? FO) 


And came closer, 


9. And was at a distance te Se 
Of but two bow-lengths" SKS hy AA <40) 
Or (even) nearer; 

10. So did (Allah) convey 2 te A 
The inspiration to His Servant— — LAG d pie © 
(Conveyed) what He (meant) 

To convey. 

Hl. The (Prophet's) (mind and) heart mir PCAN tee 
In * way fakifed= SMEs O 
That which he saw. 

12. Wit ye then dispute Fa ay ear 

~ With him concerning ‘ Splaeragcl G 
What he saw? 

13. For indeed he saw him oleae py eeerte 
At a second descent," cD ‘Mayaaly & 

14. Near the Lote-tree™™* Semen A. 
Beyond which none may pass: plLic® 

15. Near it is the Garden | ceae eet 
Of Abode.™ SMe O 

16,. Behold, the Lote-iree Ad tr Ag 

"Was shrouded (sale nal 5 FAe 
(lo mystery unspeakable!) 

17, (His) sight never swerved, 4 te beet ites 

Nor did it go wrong! ghey 6 





SS, Teo bee shots (counting 1 ts 150 yards toa bewrahon) wold he's cary wine Gm) 


WD Cabrel sewald be pot a mesenger to do oe mor thet comery Allah: Mewage io Allshs Mestesge 


S097 “Heart” in Arabic includes the faculty of ineelligence on well as the faculty of feeling The impremce 
comerped was pure cravh; (bere was po Uhwien in it a 


ins 7 fn cn she Ciel api vile form a he Mou tp j 
be trougty bie fire revelation beginning with fgra” eee C2035, The second waa at the Prophet's 
Asceasion: we Introduction io § 17, paras 24. These were the only teo occasions when Gabilel 
in vidble form. (Rt) 


re Poor thee Lote cree oo ite eee een. ee eM oe Whe wel! Lote a chewy nies ober 
it yields goed [rut ond shade and io epmbeolic of beavendy bliss, os here and in S625 


SH. The Centon of Abode” (fennat af Mae) es Choe po the Lote tree and, in the opimon of ee 
guthorities, eo called because the souls of leeliewers will find thelr abowle cherein, [Fda], i 
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18. For truly did he see, 

Of the signs of his Lord, Mic} hi O 
The Greatest! 

19. flare ye seen*°** CICWNSS o\ Lap 

at, and ‘Uzza, 

20. And another, v* 44 4 Os0r- 
The Third (goddess), Manat? : eit 554) © 

21. What! Fo pees ear 

‘open i Sa ay aby SSSI > 
And for Him, the female? 

22. Behold, such would be Me et Th 
Indeed a division Gre salsjalk @ 
Most unfair! 

23. These are nothing but names are 

__ Which ye have devised—*°"’ Wo LQ 
Ye and your fathers — 000d Fre sheer 
For which Allah has sent BS carpet i ecers 
Down no authority (whatever). c oe “te 
They follow nothing but**™ ght 54 ail SK 
Conjecture and what oo Ad Ee wetires bit. S nes Ge 
Their own souls desire! — el Sop ley SITS yao} 
Even though there has already “ in 
Come to them Guidance $ wqeiart 1 SO 
From their Lord! Sab egeictenele sal, 

24. Nay, shall man have (just) eal, ort & 
Anything he hankers after?**** oy 





5095. From the heights of divine Glory, we come back again to this sorry earth. with its base idolatries. 
We are asked to “look at this picture, and at that!" The three principal idols of Pagan Arab Idolatry were 
the goddesses Lar, “Uzra, and Manir. Opinions differ as to their exact forms: one version is that Lit was in 
are “Uzzii had its origin in a sacred tree, and Manat in a white stone. «ny: 


6096. To show Allah in human shape, citing ha bls it gig hit gh RMD de 5B Alla ede BB: was 
in any case a derogation from the supreme glory of Allah, high above all creatures, even if the human shapes 
were invested ‘with great beauty and majesty as in the Greek Pantheon. But when we consider in what low 
opinion Pagan Arabia held the female sex, it was particularly degrading to show Allah, or so-called daughters 
of Allah, in female shapes. Cf 16:57:59, and n. 2082; also 52:39, and n. 5073. 


5097. Cf 7:71; 12:40, n. 1698, The divine names which they give to stocks and stones, or to heroes living 
or dead, or even to prophets and men of God, are but the creatures of their own fancy. Whatever they were, 
they were not gods. 


_» 5098. Cf 6:116. Conjecture is a dangerous thing in speaking of divine things, It follows lines which reflect 
the lusts of men's own hearts. Why not follow the divine guidance which comes through the prophets of Allah? 
» $099. The unpurified desires of men’s hearts often lead to destruction, for they are dictated by Evil. The 
true source of guidance and light is Allah, just as He is also the goal to which all persons and things —all 
existence — returns. 
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25. But it is to Allah Re ms 
That the End and by lye ay! ale OE 
The Beginning [of all things) | 
Belong. 

SECTION 2. 


26. many so ever be eytieek SO 


angels in the heavens, *"* 


Their intercession will avail — ee as gal 
Except alter Allah has given*!*! serene te F ot $ 
Leave for whom He pleases able solanceY] 
And that he is acceptable nate gine fl 
To Him, Tet pyelda ya) 
27. Those who believe not pao S mote 
In the Hereafter, name wg 
The angels with female names." ENS s- =< it, 245 et 
28. But they have no knowledge 
Therein. They’ follow naching ZiT yee 
But conjecture; and conjecture*™™ ie Lee 
Avails nothing against Truth. er ot guy bla) 
29, Therefore shun those who dt EE ee ~m 
Turn away from Our Message \Ssoedy AKAD 
And desire nothing but Gi yen 
The life of this world. AN SSIS, 


§0.. That is.as far as" o Aber = # 
Knowledge will reach them Adis a agls ll . as @ 


Verily thy Lord knoweth best oo of gf are 
Those who stray from Pioyatlel ss Oe 





5100. We ase-apt e» lmigine-the angelic best of heatwe ad. beings ol. lneme power us daa 
mall denwed from Allah. Mer, when they attain to the highest epiritual dignities, may have even more poe 
and ponies than angels in the sight of Allah, as i typified by angels bieden oo bow down w Adem BH 
Thr Quragh superticon abou angel being ineermediacies and ieactommon for man with Allab of comied, 


S10). Cf 20108 and 21:24. Noone can imcereede cacepa with the permasion of Allah, and that permmom 
will only be given for one whe li acceptable to Allah. For a powible differsnt shwde of meaning, ser in. 1M 
mo 2D: 109 


f08, Cf B82) above, and nm. 5006. The Pagan Qureaysh hed no fircn belief las the Hercafors. Tecir prayen 
for intercession to angels and deities was on account of their worldly affaire. 


AOS, GF 58025 above, and m. 


AO, Men with a materialist turn of mind, whose desires are bounded by sex and material ching, «il 
oot go beyond chose things: Their knowledge will be limited to the nartow circle in- whieh their though moe 
The apiricual world is beyond their ken. While persone with « epiritual gutlook, even though they may fil 
again and again in attaining their full ideals, are on the right Path. They ure willing to receive godine 
and Allah's Groce will find them owt and bebp them. 
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His Path, and He knoweth , vhe 
Best those who receive guidance. sical ya 3 «abe 
31. Yea, to Allah belongs all 44 476 oe 
That is in the heavens Lag ciel Sle ais 
And on earth: so that Asir tects Ser om, A. 
He rewards those who do‘! PAS ARS ea ieeon IE 
Evil, according to their deeds, 2tite T3642 Se, or 
And He rewards those who ook palsies 
Do good, with what is best. 
32. Those who avoid dt Steg A 
Great sins and shameful deeds, are LAE 
Only (falling into) small faults — 7a Pd | ae 
Verily thy Lord is ample*'** aye | 
In forgiveness. He knows ~ #7ocz 
You well’ when He brings iid weed} 
You out of the earth, 7 4: Kos 
And when ye are hidden PMNS tela kate 
In your mothers’ wombs. AP 4. 4 PCr 
Therefore justify not yourselves:*'”” Bak: 35 
He knows best who it is My abe ww 
That guards against, evil. epcent) IK septs 


C. 230. — When once in Allah's Way, turn not away, 
(53:33-62.) Nor check your generous impulse to give 
Your all to Allah. The spiritual world 
Unseen is above all worldly bargains. 
f Each soul must bear its own responsibility. 
It must strive its utmost and attain its end. 
- The final Goal of all is Allah: 
In His hands are Laughter and Tears, Life 
And Death, the mystery of Birth and Creation, 
And the Hereafter. He controls our Bliss 
And inner satisfaction, He is Lord 
Of the highest and noblest in Nature. His hand 


/» 5105. All deeds have their consequences, good or ill, But this is not an iron law, as the Determinists in 
philosophy, or the preachers of bare Karma, would have us believe. Allah does not sit apart. He governs the 
world. And Mercy as well as Justice are His attributes. In His Justice every deed or word or thought of evil 
‘has its consequence for the doer or speaker or thinker. But there is always in this life room for repentance 
and amendment. As soon as this is forthcoming, Allah's Mercy comes into action. It can. blot out our evil, 
and the “reward” which it gives is nearly always greater than our merits, 


5106. Allah's attributes of Mercy and Forgiveness are unlimited. They come into action without our asking, 
but on our bringing our will as offerings to Him. Our asking or prayer helps us to bring our minds and wills 
as offering to Him. That is necessary to frame our own psychological preparedness. It informs Allah of nothing 
for He knows all. 


5107. As Allah knows our inmost being, it is absurd for us co justify ourselves cither by pretending that 
we are better than we are or by finding excuses for our conduct. We must offer ourselves unreservedly such 
‘wwe are: it is His Mercy and Grace that will cleanse us, If we try, out of love for Him, to guard against 
evil, our striving is all that He asks for. 
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Traces the course of History. Learn, 
Oh learn from His Revelation and 
Adore the Lord of your inmost Soul! 


SECTION 8, 
33. Seest thou one™* Tsneitc cash 
Who turns back, as vi —< © 
34. Gives a little, , Ao hee 4 Ge 
Then hardens (his heart)? ESTE LA, © 
35. What! Has he knowledge ee 
Of the Unseen Cireealitlen Le {@ 
So that he can see?*!** 
36. Nay, is he not acquainted Ce LIP TS a 
With what is in the books*”” typ ow AS, © 
Of Moses — 


37. And of Abraham"! Ties ee tees ee 
Who fulfilled his Bosley e@ 
engagements —°"? 


$8. Namely, that no bearer*'* fence Br (2551 o 
Of burdens can bear 0 Grd esl oy 
The burden of another; 

39. That man can have nothing. . 
But what he strives for; SOY ow ih ® 





5108, The particular reference in this passage. according to Baydawi is to Al Walid ibn al Mughirah, 
who bargained with a Quraysh Pagan for a certain sum if the latter would take upon himself the sins of Al 
Walid. He paid a part of the sum but withheld the rest, The general application that concerns us is threefold: 
(1) if we accept Islam, we must accept it whole-heartedly and not look back to Pagan superstitions; (2) we 
cannot play fast and loose with our promises and (3) no man can bargain about spiritual matters for he cannot 
see what his end will be unless he follows the law of Allah, which is the law of righteousness. 


5109. ‘So chat he can see what will happen in the Hereafter’: for no bargains can be struck about matten 
unknown) lity 


5110. Books of Moses: apparently not the Pentateuch, in the Tawrah, but some other book or books now 
lost. For example, the Book of the Wars of Jehovah is referred to in the Old Testament (Num. ee 
now lost, The present Pentateuch has no clear message at all of a Life to come. 


5111. No original Book of Abraham is now extant. But a book called “The Testament of Abraham” hu 
come down to us which seems to be a Greek translation of a Hebrew original, Seen. 6094 to 87:19, where 
the Books of Moses and Abraham are again mentioned together. Ms 


5112. One of the titles of Abraham is Harif, the True in Faith: Cf 16;120, 125. 
5113. Here follows a series of eleven aphorisms of ancient wisdom apparently incorporated in current Semitic 


folklore. The first is that a man’s spiritual burden—the responsibility for his sin — men be beree dna 
and not by another: Cf 6:164;-17:15; 85:18: 39:7. There can be no vicarious atonement 
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40. That (the fruit of) his striving*"* Wt ae Deen 
Will soon come in sight; C2 acasily &) 
41. Then will he be rewarded 4 oh Seer ES etch 
With a reward complete; oe apsire : 'O) 
42. That to thy Lord 
Is the final Goal:5"* RSA IT fry 
48, That it is He Who f Ar * cee a 
Granteth Laughter and Tears; Sane al) ep 
44, That it is He Who AAs se 326 {5 ao 
Granteth Death and Life; 5S 
45. That He did create Ve. 
In pairs—male and female,'"* siesane; ss, Keep 
46. From a sperm drop when lodged act ri eed ke 
(In its place); : eels} habs. gap 
47. That He hath promised ook HeeR nt 2) 24, 
A Second Creation pulls aly @ 
(Raising of the Dead);*"” 
48. That it is He Who 7 Bly get ae 
Giveth wealth and satisfaction;*™ gel gual) 
49. That He is the Lord ven SB vrs Let, 
Of Sirius (the Mighty Star);*"* Gas [5 pauasly esp 





5114. The second and third aphorisms are that man must strive, or he will gain nothing; and that if he 
strives, the result must soon appear in sight and he will find his reward in full measure. 


5115. The fourth, fifth, and sixth aphorisms are that all things return to Allah; that all our hope should 
be in Him and we should fear none but Him; and that He alone can give Life and Death. 


5116. The seventh aphorism relates to the mystery of sex: all things are created in pairs; each sex performs 
its proper function, and yet its wonderful working is part of the creative process of Allah: the living seed fructifies, 
but contains within itself all the factors disclosed in its later development and life. 


5117. No less wonderful isthe promise He has made about the raising of the dead, and @ new life in 
the Hereafter, and this is the subject of the eighth aphorism. 


5118. Wealth and material gain are sought by most men, in the hope that they will be a source of enjoyment 
and satisfaction. But this hope is not always fulfilled. There is a psychical and spiritual side to it. But both 
the material and the spiritual side depend upon the working of Allah's Plan. This is referred to in the ninth 


519. The tenth aphorism refers to a mighty phenomenon of nature, the magnificent star Sirius, which 
ds such a prominent object in, the skies, in the early part of the solar year, say, from January to April. It is 
the brightest star in the firmament, and its bluish light causes wonder and terror in Pagan minds, The Pagan 
Arabs worshipped it as a divinity, But Allah is the Lord, Creator and Cherisher, of the most magnificent part 
of Creation, and worship is due to Him alone. 
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RSID, | 2 INN a5® 
Ancient ‘Ad (people),*'?* 























51. And the Thamiid, “ares Bz. 
Nor gave them a lease Aub SS 
Of perpetual life. 

52. And before them, se acne 
The people of Noah, Sitar tes 


For that they were (all) <f ae AW. 52, 
And most insolent transgressors, 
53. He 
e Overthrown Cities*!*' 
\ (Of Sodom and Gomorrah), 


54. So that (ruins unknown) 
Have covered them up. 


55.. Then which of the gifts*'** 
Of thy Lord, (O man,) 
Wilt thou dispute about? 


& 
GSSSACG O 


56. This is a Warner," 
Of the (series of) Warners 
Of old! 


4 4 “7 47 
SPS [PSU eee er ® 


57. The (Judgement) ever rte bev 
approaching Vis} ® 


Draws nigh: 


5120. The eleventh and last aphorism refers to the punishment of the most powerful ancient peoples for 
their sins. For the ‘Ad people, see n. 1040 to 7:65, and for the Thamid, see n, 1043 to 7:78. They were strong; 
and they were talented: but their strength and their talents did not save them from being destroyed for their 
sins, The same may be said about the earlier generation of Noah, who were destroyed in the Flood: they “rejected 
Our Signs: they were indeed a blind people" (7:64); see also n. 1089 to 7:59; and 11:25-49. 

Ancient ‘Ad (people): some Commentators construe, First ‘Ad people, distinguishing them from the later 
‘Ad people, a remnant that had their day and passed away. 


5121. Verses 53-60 may be construed as a commentary on the aphorisms. The story of the Overthrown 
Cities, to which Lot was sent for a warning, will be found in 11:74-88 and the notes thereon, This story may 
well be treated as separate from the aphorisms as it refers to events that happened in the later life of Abraham. 


5122. With a slight modification this forms the refrain of the next Siirah but one, the highly poetical 
Stirah of Al Rahm@n. In S. 54:15, 17 etc., there is a similar refrain in different words. Every gift and benefit 
you have is from Allah, and to save you from the just punishment of your sins, Allah at all times sends revelation 
and Messengers to warn you. Why not accept Allah's Grace instead of disputing about it? 


5128. The Prophet before the Quraysh (and before us) continues the line of messengers of Allah who 
have come to teach mankind and lead men into unity and righteousness. Shall we not listen to his voice? Every 
day chat passes, the Judgement approaches nearer and nearer. But Allah alone can say at what precise boar 
it will come to any of us. It is certain, and yet it is a mystery, which Allaty alone can tay bare. 
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58. No (soul) but Allah 


Can lay it bare. 


59. Do ye then wonder*** 
At this recital? 


60. And will ye laugh*!** 


6l. Wasting your time 
In vanities? 


62. But fall ye down in prostration 
To Allah and adore (Him)!*** 


1385 nai Skee 
cs “. ca 4 
UMlornGQ a O 


sy crsi abel) GY 


& 
4 2 GA ezl, Hyp 
pctalces > 4 


5124. Mere wondering will not do, even if it is the wonder of admiration. Each soul must strive and act, 


and Allah's Mercy will take it under its wings. 


5125. The higher issues of Life and the Hereafter are serious, and therefore all that we do in this life 
is serious and important. We must shun inanities and frivolities. It is no laughing time. If we only realised 
our own shortcomings, we should weep, with our good angels who weep for us. But weeping by itself will not 
help. We must try and understand Allah and adore Him. Thus shall we be able to understand ourselves and 


our fellow-men. 


5126, And so we are invited to prostrate ourselves and adore Him. For this is the true end of Revelation 
and the true attitude when we understand the world, Nature, History and the working of Allah's Plan. 
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INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 54—AL QA4MAR 


This is an carly Makkan Strah, the fifth in the series dealing with Judgement, and the 
truth of Revelation, as explained in the Introduction tw 5. 50. 


The theme of the Strah is explained by the refrain: “Is there any that will receive admonition!” 
which occur siz times, at the end of cach reference to a past story of ain and rejection of warning 
and in the appeal to the simplicity of the Qur'an (verses 15, 17, £2, 52,40, and Sl), Thema 
an invitation oo listen to the Message and turn to Truth and Righteousness. 


Summary—The Hour of Judgement is nigh, but men forget or reject the Message. as did 
the people of Noah, of ‘Ad, of Thamild, of Lot, and of Pharach. Is there any that will recebe 
admonition? (54:1-55, and C. 241). 


C, 251,—With every breath of our life, comes nearer 

- {§4:1-55.) And nearer the Hour of Judgement) the proud 
Will be brought: low: the lovers of case 
Will find themscives in hardship. Camel 
Is there any that will truly receive admonition? 
So said Noah, but his people rejected 
The warning and perished. We have made 
Qhur Revelation easy to understand and follow. 
Is there any that will truly receive admonition? 
So said the prophets of ‘Ad and Thamid: 
So said the prophets deputed to the People 
Of Lat and the Pharaoh: bur the wicked continued 
In sin and defiance and perished. Will the present 
Generation learn wiedorm by warning? Ala! 
Is there any that will truly receive admonition? 
The Righteous will dwell in their Gardens of Bliss — 
Tn joyful Assembly of realised Truth, 
In the Presence of their Sovereign Most High! 


Sirah 54. 
Al Qamar (The Moon) 


In the name of Allah, Most Gractous, 


Most Merciful. 


1, The Hour (of Judgement)*”’ 
Is cleft asunder.*'** 


. But if they see 
A Sign, they turn away, 
And say, “This is 
(But) transient magic.”*"** 


. They reject (the warning) 
And follow their (own) lusts 
But every matter has*'*° 


Its appointed time. 


. There have already come 
To them Recitals wherein®"™' 


icles Palys 


» al RFID. frre 


ipur ls) sey 
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Profits them not. 


6. Therefore, (O Prophet)" 
_ Turn away from them. 





127. See paragraph 2 of the Introduction to S. 53. The idea of the Judgement being nigh at the beginning 
of this Sdrah connects it with the same idea at the end of the last SGrah (verse 57), though the actual words 
used in the two cases are different. 


_ $128, Three explanations are given in the Mu/redas, and perhaps all three apply here; (1) that the moon 
once appeared cleft asunder in the valley of Makkah within sight of the Prophet, his Companions, and some 
Unbelievers; (2) that the prophetic past tense indicates the future, the cleaving asunder of the moon being 
a Sign of the Judgement approaching; and (5) that the phrase is metaphorical, meaning that the matter has 
become clear as the moon. That the first was noticed by contemporaries, including Unbelievers, is clear from 
yene 2. The second is an incident of the disruption of the solar system at the New Creation: Cf 75;8-9. And 
the third might well be implied as in eastern allegory, based on the other cwo, 

6129. Mustamurr: transient, or powerful: either meaning will apply. The Unbelievers acknowledge the 
uousual appearance, but call it magic. They do not therefore profit by the spiritual lesson. 

5180. The prevalence of sin and the persecution of truth may have its day, but it must end at last. 
$181. The stories of the sins of past generations having been visited with exemplary punishments were 
already in their possession, and should, if they had been wise, have opened their eyes and checked them in 
their mad career of sin. Five of these stories are again referred to later in this Sirah by way of illustration. 
| 5152. For a time godlessness seems to triumph, but the triumph is short-lived. And in any case there 
is the great Reckoning of the Day of Judgement. 
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The Day that the Caller** 
Will call (them) 
To a terrible affair, 


7. They will come forth— 6 A ROMGEE: ‘0; 
Their eyes humbled— OFF 
From (their) graves, (torpid)*™* #2207 ae. ' rai 
Like locusts scattered abroad, pelror Slelly 
8. Hastening, with eyes transfixed, 


Towards the Caller! — 
“Hard is this Day!” 
The Unbelievers will say. 


efore them the People 
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Sepia KIS 


9. Abel osqee ae 4 
Noah rejected (their Braces O 
messenger): saerert SG 
They rejected Our servant,""* ie jy bate yis 
And said, “Here is * oa 
One possessed!", and he S ¥) 
Was driven out. ied 


10. 


ll. 


12. 


Then he called on his Lord: 
“I am one overcome: 
Do Thou then help (me)! sree 


So We opened the gates 
Of heaven, with water 
Pouring forth, 


And We caused the earth 


“To gush forth with springs. 


So the waters met (and rose)*!*’ 
To the extent decreed. 
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5133. The angel whose voice will call at the Resurrection and direct all souls, Cf 20:108-111. 


5134. At one stage in the invasion of locust swarms, the locusts are torpid and are scattered abroad all 
over the ground. I have seen them on railway tracks in “Iraq, crushed to death in hundreds by passing trains 
The simile is apt for the stunned beings who will rise up in swarms from their graves and say, “ARI wee ua 
tus! who had raised us up?” (96:52). 


5135. The story of Noah and the Flood is frequently referred wo in the Qur'in. The passage which ben 
iMustrates this passage will be found in 11:25-48. Note in that passage how they first insult and abuse him 
arrogantly; how he humbly argues with them; how they laugh him to scorn, as much 4s to say that he wa 
a madman possessed of some evil spirit; and how the Flood comes and he is saved in the Ark, and the wicked 
are doomed to destruction. 


5186. He did not call down punishment. He merely asked for help in his mission, as he felt himself 
overpowered by brute force and cast out, which prevented the fulfilment of his mission. Bot Gi wicked geeame 


were past all repentance, and they were wiped out. 


5137. Tease of in amare combined with he uf wate rom anderun ring 
caused a huge Flood which inundated the country (Cf 11:40 and 25:27). 
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On an (Ark) made of 


Broad planks and caulked*'* sac <i a4 
With palm-fibre: ~¥ oa os 
l4. She floats under Our eyes : Mie (PA 
(And care): a recompense*"* Apa WT 3 ap 
To one who had been py Pap 
Rejected (with scorn)! bobs 
15. And We have left as ad IA ae 
_. This as a Sign**° POAOES ISO; 
(For all time): then 7 
Is there any that will dhe ise Ses 
Receive admonition?**! *t 
16. But how (terrible) was*'** Ade 404 Ace 
y Penalty and My Warning? pyle SEAS 
17, And We have indeed tu ue AM Cees 8S- 
_ Made the Qur'an easy*'* $. A tesall baal, 
To understand and remember: SE a 
Then is there any that pe 
Will receive admonition? 
7 42 
18. The ‘Ad (people) (too) eT MD 
Rejected (Truth): then Raat it 
i Sd take ele a 
How terrible was 39 Ne5K 4 < 


My Penalty and My Warning? 


19. For We sent against them** sett, 


5138. Dusur, plural of dusdr, which means the palm fibre with which boats are caulked: from dasara, 
to ram in, to spear. A derived meaning is “nails”, (which are driven into planks): this latter meaning also 
applies, and is preferred by translators not familiar with the construction of simple boats. 





5159. As usual, Allah's Mercy in saving His faithful servants takes precedence of His Wrath and Penalty. 
And He helps and rewards those whom the world rejects and despises! . 


5140. Cf 29:15, where the Ark (with the salvation it brought to the righteous) is mentioned as a Sign 
for all Peoples. So also in 25:37 and 26-121, it is a Sign for men. Similarly the saving of Lot, with the destruction 
of the wicked Cities of the Plain, is mentioned as a Sign left for those who would understand: 29:55 and 51:37. 


» SI41._A refrein that occurs six times in this Sirah: ace Introduction. 


"$142. While the Mercy of Allah is always prominently mentioned, we must not forget or minimise the 
‘exinence of Evil, and the terrible Penalty it incurs if the Grace of Allah and His Warning are deliberately rejected. 


5145. While the Qur’in sums up the highest philosophy of the inner life, its simple directions for conduct 
are plain and easy to understand and act upon. Is this not in itself a part of the Grace of Allah? And what 
excuse is there for anyone to fail in receiving admonition? 


5144. Cf 41:16. How graphic is the description of the tornado that uprooted them! It must indeed be 
a dreadful tornado that plucks up the palm trees by their tap-roots. The "Day" is an indefinite period of time. 
The wind that destroyed the ‘Ad people lasted seven nights and eight days: 69:7. 
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20. 


A furious wind, on a Day 
Of violent Disaster, 


Plucking out men as if 
They were roots of palm-trees 
Torn up (from the ground). 
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21, Yea, how (terrible) was 44ers 
_ My Penalty and My Warning!*'** 55 31555 aS () 
22. But We have indeed " £34; 
To understand and remember: ZR whe Ce 
Then is there any that eat 
Will receive admonition? ,, 
SECTION 2, 
23. The Thamid (also) AD © 334 © 47 
24. For they said: “What!°'*¢ Sc: 
A man! A solitary one t eAA re ® 
From among ourselves! a Edy 6 
Shall we follow such a one?*'*’ aad ley 
Truly should we then be BS 47 s 
Straying in mind, and mad! HIS AUG 
25. “Is it that the Message Ch wt 
Is sent to him, Lowes le SiG @ 
Of all people amongst us? ASG 
Nay, he is a liar *SEGal 
An insolent one!"’*!* 
26. Ah! they will know 


On the morrow, which is 
The liar, the insolent one! 
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5145. Repeated from verse 18 to heighten the description of the sin, the penalty, and the criminal negligence 
of the sinners in refusing the warnings on account of their self-complacent confidence in their own strength 
and stability! It is repeated again as a secondary refrain in 54:50 and (with slight modification) in 54:57 and 39, 

6146. The psychology of the ThamGd is more searchingly analysed here than in 41:17, to show up the 
contrast between shallow men's ideas about Revelation, and the real sanity, humanism, social value, and cruth 
of Revelation. To them the Revelation was brought by Salih. 

5147. Because the Preacher is one among so many, and different from them, although brought up among 
themselves, it is made a cause of reproach against him, when it should have been an index leading to a searching 
of their hearts and an examination of their ways. 


5148. Pure abuse, as a contrast to Salih’s expostulation! See 26;141/158, and notes. 
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By way of trial for them. 
So watch them, (O Salih), 
And possess thyself in patience! 


28. And tell them that 
The water is to be 
Divided between them:*'** 
Each one's right to drink 
Being brought forward 


(By suitable turns). 
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29. But they called 
To their companion, 
And he took a sword 
In hand, and hamstrung (her). 


$0. Ah! how (terrible) was 
_.. My Penalty and My Warning! 


“$1. For We sent against them®*! 
A single Mighty Blast, 
And they became 
Like the dry stubble used 
By one who pens cattle.*!** 


$2. And We have indeed 
Made the Qur'an easy 
To understand and remember: 
Then is there any that 
Will receive admonition? 


— © 


188. The People of Lie Asc o2ee 

Rejected Warnings. Jill bos oS ep 

34. We sent against them 
A violent tornado 


Fees, 





- 5149. See n. 1044 to 7:75, for the she-camel as a trial or test among selfish people who tried to monopolise 
water and pasture as against the poor. 


5150. See 26:155-156. All were to have water in due turn. It was to be no one's monopoly. And certainly 
the gates were not to be shut against the poor or their cattle. 


S51. See n. 1047 to 7:78, and Cf the same phrase “single Blast” used for the signal for the Resurrection 
in 36:53. In the case of Thamaid, the destruction seems to have been by a severe earthquake accompanied 
with a terrible rumbling noise. 


$152. They became like dry sticks such as are used by herdsmen in making pens or enclosures for their cattle. 
itd 


5153. The story of Lot (L&t) and the Cities of the Plain has been frequently referred to, See 1):74-83. 


$7. 


38. 


39. 


40. 


Delivered by early Dawn— 


. As a Grace from Us: 


Thus do We reward 
Those who give thanks.*'** 


. And (Lut) did warn them*"** 


Of Our Punishment, but 
They disputed about the 


Warning. 


And they even sought 
To snatch away his guests*'*’ 


From him, but We blinded 


Their eyes. (They heard:) 
“Now taste ye My Wrath 
And My Warning.” 


Early on the morrow 
An abiding Punishment 
Seized them: 


“So taste ye My Wrath 
And My Warning.” 


And We have indeed 

Made the Qur'an easy 

To understand and remember: 
Then is there any that 

Will receive admonition? 
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5154, Haszib; a violent tornado bringing a shower of sones. The word occurs here; in 17:68 (without reference 
to any particular place); in 29:40 (where it seems to refer to Lot's Cities, see n. 3462); and in 67:17 (where 
again there is no reference to a particular place), In Lot's Cities the shower was of brimstone; see 182, 


5155. “Giving thanks” to Allah in Quranic phrase is to obey Allah's Law, to do His Will, to practi 
righteousness, to use all gifts in His service. 


5156. Cf 1:78.79. 


5157. Lot had been preaching to them some time against their iniquities. The crisis of their fate came 
when the two angels came to Lot in the guise of handsome young men. The men of the whole City came 
in an uproar, assaulted his house, and tried to snatch away the two handsome men_ Lot tried to prevent them, 
but was powerless. Darkness fell on their eyes, as the first stage in their punishment, and before next morning 
the wicked cities were buried under a shower of brimstone. Lot and his believing household were saved. 
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SECTION 3. 
41. To the People*!** attri *e, Pal Piast 5 Gp 
Of Pharaoh, too, aforetime, DAS Og ple e 


Came Warners (from Allah), 


42. The (people) rejected all \ KG S| pie arp 


Our Signs; but We 


Seized them with such Penalty “if c% 
(As comes) from One ip era 
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5158. The Egyptian people of old are the last people mentioned in this Sirah as an example of iniquity 
meeting with punishment, And the moral is driven home to the Pagan Quraysh, to warn them of their fate 
if they persisted in their evil lives. The Egyptians had many Signs given them. They were gifted people and 
had made much progress in the sciences and the arts. They could have learnt from history that when the 
highest virtues disappear, the nation must fall. Moses was brought up among them and commissioned to give 
Allah's Message to them. But they were arrogant; they were unjust to Allah's creatures; they followed debasing 
forms of worship; they mocked at Truth; and were at last punished with destruction in the Red Sea for their 
arrogant leaders and army. See 10:75-90 for a narrative. 


5159, If the Egyptains with all their power and. science were unable to resist the punishment of their sins, 
the Pagan Quraysh are asked: how will you fare when you come to a trial of strength against Allah's Truth? 
You are not specially favoured so as to be immune from Allah's Law. And if you rely on your numbers, they 
will be a broken reed when the trial comes, as indeed happened at the Battle of Badr. 


5160. The calculations of unjust men—on their science, their resources, their numbers, etc. —will in. many 
cases be falsified even in this world, as stated in the last two verses, but their real Punishment will come with 
Judgement, t.¢,, when they find their real place in the spiritual world at the restoration of true values. It will 
then be a most grievous and bitter experience for them, throwing into the shade any calamities they may suffer 
in this life, 
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Truly those in sin 
Are the ones 
Straying in mind, and mad.*'* 
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48. The Day they will be lr iieaeaceerd 
Dragged through the Fire QU Boyrusey 0) 
On their faces,*!** (they jie, ee AA 
Will hear:) “Taste ye Pol Sock 


49. 


The touch of Hell!” 


Verily, all things 
Have We created 
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In proportion and measure.*!* 


50. And Our Command 
Is but a single (Act)—*'* 


Like the twinkling 
Of an eye. 
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51. And (oft) in the past, 
Have We destroyed gangs*'** 
Like unto you: then 
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5161, Cf. 54:24 above. Note how the tables are turned in the argument by the repetition. The unjust 
think that the godly are wandering in mind and mad. They will find that it is really they who were wandering 
in mind, and mad, even when they were in the plenitude of their power and in the enjoyment of all the good 
things of this life. These minor echoes heighten the effect of the major refrain mentioned in the Introduction, 


5162. On thetr faces; the Face is the symbol of Personality. Their whole Personality will be subverted 
and degraded—in the midst of the Fire of Suffering. 


5163. Allah's Creation is not haphazard. Everything goes by law, proportion, and measure. Everything 
has its appointed time, place, and occasion, as also its definite limitation. Nothing happens but according 
to His Plan, and every deed, word, and thought of man has its fullest consequences, except insofar as the 
Grace and Mercy of Allah intervenes, and that is according to law and plan. (Cf 2:17). 


5164. While in the life of created things there is “proportion and measure”, and a lag of time or distance 
or circumstance, in Allah's Command, the Design, the Word. the Execution, and the Consequences are bet 
a single Act. The simile given is that of the twinkling of an eye, which is the shortest time that a simple man 
can think of: the cause which occasions the twinkling, the movement of the muscles connected with it, the 
closing of the eyelids, and their reopening, are all almost like a simultaneous act, By way of contrast take 
an illustration like that of a man writing a book. He must form the design in his mind; he must prepare 
himself by research, collection of knowledge, or of personal experience; he must use or acquire the ant of 
writing; he must collect the material for writing, vtr., paper, ink, pen, etc., and this will connect with a chain 
of manufacturing processes in which he is dependent upon other people's work and experience: then his book 
may have to be printed or lithographed or bound, and sold, or taken to a library, or presented to a friend, 
which will bring into play numerous other chains of processes, and dependence upon other people's work or 
skill; and the lag of Time, Space, and Circumstance will occur at numerous stages. In Allah's Command 
the word “Be” (kun) includes everything, without the intervention, of or dependence upon any other being 
or thing whatever. And this is also another phase of the philosophy of Unity. 


5165. Ashy@akum: ‘gangs or parties or collection of men like you addressed to wicked men who arrogantly 
rely upon their own strength or combination, neither of which can stand for a moment against the Will of Allah. 
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5166. The cases of Pharaoh's memof old and the Pagan Quraysh are considered as parallel, and an appeal 
is addressed to the latter from the experience of the former; ‘will ye not learn and repent?’ 


5167. The point is that nothing which men do is lost good or evil, Everything gives rise to an inevitable 
chain of consequences, from which a release is only obtained by the intervention of Allah's Grace acting on 
an act, a striving of the human will to repent and turn to Allah. (R). 


5168. The record, in the case of those who dishonoured and violated Truth, will lead to their undoing; 
but in the case of those who honoured the Truth and adopted it so as to shine in their righteous lives, the 
result is expressed by four metaphors, in an ascending degree of sublimity; (1) they will be in the midst of 
Gardens where rivers flow; (2) they will be in an Assembly of Truth; (5) in the Presence of Allah; (4) Whose 
sovereignty is omnipotent. 

"Gardens" with Rivers (flowing beneath): this has been explained more than once already; Cf n. 4668 
to 45:70. The Garden suggests all the Bliss we can imagine through our senses. (R), 


5169. While we possess our bodily senses, the best conceptions we can form are through our sense-perceptions, 
and the Garden is a good symbol from that point of view. The next higher understanding of spiritual truth 
isthrough our intellect and social satisfaction. This is best symbolised by the Assembly of Truth — the gathering 
in which we sit with our fellows and enjoy the realisation of Truth and the dissipation of falsehoods and half-truths. 


5170, But there is a higher conception still, something so intensely spiritual that it can only be expressed 
by reference to the Presence of Allah. (R). 


5171. Mugtadir, which is translated Omnipotent, implies something more: the cighth-declension form 
denotes not only complete mastery, but the further idea that the mastery arises form Allah's own nature, and 
depends on nothing else whatever. (R). 


Intro. to Stirah 55 1396 


INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 55—AL RAHMAN 


The majority of Commentators consider this an early Makkan Sirah, though some consider 
at least a part of it as dating from Madinah. The greater part of it is undoubtedly early Makkan, 


It is highly poetical and most sublime, and the refrain “Then which of the favours of your 
Lord will ye deny?” is interspersed $1 times among its 78 verses. (R). 


It is the sixth of the series of seven dealing with Revelation, the favours of Allah, and the 
Hereafter: see Introduction to S. 50. 


Here the special theme is indicated by the refrain, The rhyme in most cases is in the Dual 
grammatical form, and the Argument implies that though things are created in pairs, there 
an underlying Unity, through ‘the Creator, in the favours which He bestows, and in the goal to 
which they are marching. 


Summary—Allah Most Gracious has sent Revelation, one of His greatest favours to man; 
His creation is in pairs, well-balanced; all created things receive His favours, but they will all pas 
away, and only Allah will endure through the ages (55;1-34, and C. 252). 


Ultimately all evil shall return to its destination, as well as all Good, but ever blessed » 
the name of Allah, Lord of Glory, Honour and Bounty (55:35-78, and C. 233). 


C. 282.—Allah’s creatures! Which favours of Allah will ye deny? 
(55:1-34.) Most Gracious is Allah, Who reveals Himself 
In the Qur'an, in man’s Intelligence, 
And in the nature around man. 
Balance and Justice, Goodness and Care, 
Are the Laws of His Worlds, Created 
From clay, man can yet comprehend 
The Lord of the Easts and the Wests, Him 
Who sustains all His creatures, Him 
Who bestows the Jewels of Life and Faith, 
Him Who abides when all else perisheth, 
Him Whose Eternity is the Hope 
Of man’s Future, the Lord Everlasting 
Of Justice and Glory and Bounty and Honour! 
Which, then, of the favours of your Lord will ye deny? 
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5172. The Revelation comes from Allah Most Gracious, and it is one of the greatest Signs of His grace 
and favour. He is the source of all Light, and His light is diffused throughout the universe. 


5178. Bayan: intelligent speech: power of expression: capacity to understand clearly the relation of things 
and to explain them. Allah has given this to man, and besides this revelation in man's own heart, has aided 
him with revelation in nature and revelation through prophets and messengers. 


5174. In the great astronomical universe there are exact mathematical laws, which bear witness to Allah's 
Wisdom and also to His favours to His creatures; for we all profit by the heat and light, the seasons, and 
the numerous changes in the tides and the atmosphere, on which the constitution of our globe and the 
maintenance of life depend. 


5175. Najm:; may mean stars collectively, or herbs collectively; perhaps both meanings are implied. 
5176. All nature adores Allah. Cf 22:18, and n. 2790; 13:15; and 16:48-49. 


5177. The “balance of justice” in this verse is connected with “the Balance” in the next two verses, that 
men may act justly to each other and observe due balance in all their actions, following the golden mean 
and not transgressing due bounds in anything. But the Balance is also connected figuratively with the heavens 
above in chree symbols; (1) Justice is a heavenly virtue; (2) the heavens themselves are sustained by mathematical 
balance; and (3) the constellation Libra (the Balance) is entered by the sun at the middle of the zodiacal year. 
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9. So establish weight with justice*'”* ee Aris t- 
And fall not short bial SS als @ 
In the balance. Biull Zs 


10. It is He Who has cS PPAS "RPS 
Spread out the earth*’”® szrwines PN, 0) 
For (His) creatures: 


ll. Therein is fruit 2 oy ce 0: (he 
And:date.palms,. producing AS VIEB LG GG O 
Spathes (enclosing dates): 


12. Also corn, with (its) J Pele ee MAA 
Leaves and stalk for fodder, NANG Ga Sco 
And sweet-smelling plants. 


18. Then which of the favours®'*® 1a rete XFi- 2 Fe 
Of your Lord will ye deny? SbISSUSG ¢ kG . G, 
14. Ae created man CRT Ae 
gies sounding clay*'*! VE0 “ ILD 
Like unto pottery, a 3 as 6 NG 
re 4 


15. And He created Jinns"** Patina 
From fire free of smoke: Bre goles MNS ‘0; 





5178. To be taken both literally and figuratively. A man should be honest and straight in every daily matter, 
such as weighing out things which he is selling: and he should be straight, just and honest, in all the highest 
dealings, not only with other people, but with himself and in his obedience to Allah's Law. Not many do either 
the one or the other when they have an opportunity of deceit. Justice is the central virtue, and the avoidance 
of both excess and defect in conduct keeps the human world balanced just as the heavenly world is kept balanced 
by mathematical order. 


5179. How can Allah's favours be counted? Look at the earth alone. Life and the conditions here are 
mutually balanced for Allah's creatures. The vegetable world produces fruit of various kinds and corn or grain 
of various kinds for human food: The grain harvest yields with it fodder for animals in the shape of leaves 
and straw, as well as food for men in the shape of grain. The plants not only supply food but sweet-smelling 
herbs and flowers: Rayh@n is the sweet basil, but is here used in the generic sense, for agreeable produce in 
the vegetable world, to match the useful produce already mentioned. 

5180. Both the pronoun “your” and the verb “will ye deny” are in the Arabic in the Dual Number. The 
whole Sirah is a symphony of Duality, which leads up to Unity, as explained in the Introduction, All creation 
is in pairs: 51:49, and notes 5025-26; $6:36, n. $981. Justice is the conciliation of two opposites to unity, the 
settlement of the unending feud between Right and Wrong. The things and concepts mentioned in this Sarah 
are in pairs: man and outer nature; sun and moon; herbs and trees; heavens and earth; fruit and corn; human 
food and fodder for cattle; things nourishing and things sweet-smelling; and so on throughout the Silrah. 
Then there is man and Jinn, for which see n, 5182 below. 

Will ye deny? that is, fail to acknowledge either in word or thought or in your conduct. If you misuse 
Allah's gifts or ignore them, that is equivalent to ingratitude or denial or refusal to profit by Allah's infinite Grace. 

5181, See n, 1966 to 15:26. The creation of men and Jinns is contrasted. Man was made of sounding 
clay, dry and brittle like pottery, The Jinn (see next note) was made from a clear flame of fire. Yet each has 
capacities and possibilities which only Allah's Grace bestows on them. How can they deny Allah's fayoun? 

5182. For the meaning of Jinn. see n. 929 to 6:100. They are spirits, and therefore subtle like a flame 
of fire. Their being free from smoke implies that they are free from grossness, for smoke is the grosser 
accompaniment of fire. (R). 
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16. Then which of the favours 4473 2-7 “ 

Of your Lord will ye deny?*™ SINISS; evi BG & 
17. (He is) Lord “i 

the two Easts*!** 3 ® 

And Lord = “er 

Of the two Wests: 29 
18. Then which of the favours M1 th 4 

Of your Lord will ye deny? HIGGS AAG Oo 
19, He has let free" oe 

Meeting together: yt 
20. Between them is a Barrier Leen of the 

Which they do not transgress: DAY coples © 
21. Then which of the favours 4 oO abe, wee ke 

Of your Lord will ye deny? SISSY iF © 
22. But of them come tA bb koobh 

Pearls and Coral:*!* JES ui ce & 
“93. Then which of the favours SP 
Of your Lord will ye deny? ; RRKKS Saal &> 





5183. Part of the idea of this refrain will be found in 16:71, 72; 40:8): and 53:55 (where see n. 5122) 


5184, The two Easts are the two extreme points where the sun rises during the year, and includes all 

the paints between. Similarly the rwo Wests include the two extreme points of the sun's setting and all the 
points between, The Dual Number fits in with the general atmosphere of Duality in this Sirah. Allah is Lord 
of every region of the earth and sky, and He scatters His bounties everywhere. See also n. 4641 to 43:58, and 
a. 4044 to 37:5. 
5185. See 25:55 and nn. $111-5112,, where it is explained how the two bodies of water, salt and sweet, 
meet together, yet keep separate, as if there was a barrier or partition between chem. This is also one of the 
favours of Allah. Sea water is a sanitating agent, svhile, feos. sraner-le.emens. emu galenable +, drink, Fos. sbe 
allegorical interpretation, see notes 2404-2405 to 18:60; also m. 5186 (end) below. 


5186. Pearlsare produced by the oyster and coral by the polyp; a minute marine creature which, working 
in millions, has by its secretions produced the reefs, islands, and banks in and on both sides of the Red Sea 
and in other parts of the world. The pearl has a translucent lustre, usually white, but sometimes pink or black. 
Coral is usually opaque, red or pink, but often white, and is seen in beautiful branching or cup-like shapes 
w visitors to Port Sudan will recall. Both are used as gems and stand here for gems generally. Mineral gems, 
fuch as agate and cornelian, are found in river-beds. Pearl oysters are also found in some rivers. 

, 


_ Taken allegorically, the two kinds.of gems would denote the jewels of this life and the jewels of the spiritual 
world. The jewels of this world —like coral—are hard, widely spread over the world, comparatively cheap, 
and lew absorptive of the light from above. The spiritual jewels — like pearls — are soft, rare, costly, and translucent. 
absorbent of light and showing the more lustre the more they are in light. The analogy can be carried further 
to the two seas —the two bodies of flowing water — mentioned in verses 19-20 above. They are the two kinds 
of knowledge — human and divine — referred to in the story of Moses and Khidr: see notes 2404-2405 to 18:60. 


Stirah 55: Al Rahman 


24. His are the Ships*"’ LRG ole. Ste ates 
ailing smoothly through the seas, ole Sain reat ne by 45 

Lofty as mountains;** 

25. Then which of the favours Kt Bre x47 24% 
Of your Lord will ye deny? SRSA O 

SECTION 2. 
26. that is on earth sors ky bags) 
ill perish: 
27. But will abide (forever) 


28. 


29. 
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The Face of thy Lord—*'** 
Full of Majesty, 
Bounty and Honour.*!** 


Then which of the favours 
Of your Lord will ye deny? 


(Bf Him seeks (its need)*"” 
Every creature in the heavens 
And on earth: 


15550 


ES inns 
ob BK wi a iy 


NGS Aa pls @ 


os get 
Every day in (new) Splendour*'** ROVER 


Doth. He (shine)! 


80. Then which of the favours 
Of your Lord will ye deny? 





5187. The Ships—sailing ships and steamers, and by extension of the analogy, aeroplanes and airships 
majestically navigating the air —are made by man, but the intelligence and science which made them pomible 
are given by man's Creator; and therefore the Ships also are the gifts of Allah. 


5188. Lofty as mountains; both in respect of the high sails, or masts, and in respect of the height to which 
the (op of the ship towers above the surface of the sea. The ‘Queen Mary—the biggest ship afloat in 1956 —has 
a height, from the kee! to the top of the superstructure, of 155 ft. and from keel to the masthead, of 254 f. 


5189. The most magnificent works of man—such as they are—are but fleeting. Ships, Empires, the Wonden 
of Science and Art, the splendours of human glory or intellect, will all pass away, The most magnificent objects 
in outer Nature —the mountains and valleys, the sun and moon, the Constellation Orion and the star Sirius 
will also pass away in their appointed time. But the only One that will endure forever is the “Face” of Allah. 
“Face” expresses Personality, Glory, Majesty, Inner Being, Essence, Self—all the noble qualities which we amociate 
with the Beautiful Names of Allah. See n. 114 to 2:112; also n. 1154 to 7:180; and n. 2522 to 17:10. 


5190. Ikram, two ideas are prominent in the word. (1) the idea of generosity, as proceeding from the 
person whose attribute it is, and (2) the idea of honour, as given by others to the person whose attribute it 
is. Both these ideas are summed up in “nobility”. To make the meaning quite clear. | have employed in the 
translation the two words “Bounty and Honour” for the single word /Aram. The same attributes recur in the 
last verse of this Sirah. In the Fact of Allah's Eternity is the Hope of our Future. 


5191, Every single creature depends on Allah for its needs: of all of them the Cherisher and Sustainer 
is Allah. Seek (its needs): does not necessarily mean ‘seek them in words’: Wiel i thensk See deperenes 
the allusion is to the Source of supply. ° 


5192. Sha‘n: state, splendour; aim, work, business, momentous affair. Allah's is still eis directing all 
in all affairs. He does not sit apart, careless of mankind or of any of His creatures. But His working show 
new Splendour every day, every hour, every moment. 
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51. Soon shall We 27t 445 4 ABS ee 
Settle your affairs, SEMIN 
O both ye worlds!" 

82. Then which of the favours aba <i ¥ 
Of your Lord will ye deny? SEGA gE 

38. ® ye assembly of Jinns*'* ob oyeet susie Tec eee 
And men! If it be wabclol sistas © 
Ye can pass beyond fap se Rhee le tte (Aes F 
The zones of the heavens be bogcal ual s\ydeil 
And the earth, pass ye! Pe Mee te Se 
Not without authority Gh y) Sysasy 

_ Shall ye be able to pass! Sas 

34. Then which of the favours*'** ht Aa lacs Tel ee 

Of your Lord will ye deny? SRCG MEO 


C, 2833.—Let not Evil think that it will escape 

(55:35-78.) Justice: its telltale Mark is on those 
Who follow it, and it must meet its Reward 
In the final adjustment. But the Good, 
The Righteous, must reach their Fulfilment 
In the Gardens of Bliss, where every Delight 
Will be theirs in Beauty and Dignity. 
How can such Delights be pictured in words? 
In symbols subjective let each take his choice. 
For Good can there ever be any Reward 
Other than Good? Beautiful sights 
And sounds, delicious fruits to nourish 
The soul, and Companionship where Grace 
Is mingled with Love, may figure forth our Bliss. 





5198. Thagal; weight, something weighty, something weighed with something else. The two thagals are 
Jinns and men who are burdened with responsiblity or, as some commentators hold, with sin. They are both 
before Allah, and the affairs of both are conducted under His Command. If there are inequalities or apparent 
disturbances of balance, that is only for a season. Allah gives to both good and evil men a chance in this 
period of probation; but this period will soon be over, and Judgemenit will be established. To give you this 
chance, this probation, this warning, is itself a favour, by which you should profit, and for which you should 
be grateful. (R). 


5194. Cf. 6:35 and 6:180, where the Jinns and men are addressed collectively. That whole passage, 6;180-154, 
should be read as a commentary on this verse. ‘If you think that because you do things in secret, or because 
some of your sins do not seem to meet their inevitable punishment of some of your good deeds seem to go 
unnoticed, do not be deceived. Judgement will soon come. You cannot possibly escape out af the zones in 
which your lives have been cast, without authority from Allah. Be grateful to Allah for the chances He has 
given you! “All chat hath been promised unto you will come to pass: nor can ye frustrate it in the least bit” (6:154). 

5195. Note how gradually we have been led up in the Argument. ‘The Signs of Allah are all about you, 
in revelation, in your intelligence, and in nature around you, Your creation; the mystic light and heat typified 
by the sun in all directions; the cycle of waters in the physical earth and of Knowledge in the world of Intelligence; 
the help and cherishing care of Allah Himself—all these things should teach you the Truth and warn you 
about the Future, which is more particularly referred to in the remainder of the Sirah. 
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Blessed be Allah, full of Majesty and Bounty. 
Allah's creatures! What favours of Allah will ye 


deny? ¥ 
35. ®n you will be sent or (Ci cs 
(O ye evil ones twain!)*'** sbi hoe J3® 
A flame of fire (to burn Ae He 
And a smoke (eo choke)" srgEKe a,b 
No defence will ye have: 
36. Then which of the favours*’** he. ae Y 
Of. your Lotd will, ye deny? SESS INMOD 
37, When the sky is rent AveA forest 
Asunder, and it becomes red ds = © 
Like ointment:*” Nat SS 
38. Then which of the favours K<en GO 
Of your Lord will ye deny? ess 
39. On that Day ae OF ee 
No question will be asked**** sR SS 3) 
Of man or Jinn 
As to his sin, Nee Pie | 
40. Then which of the favours. 17% 7-4 “7 X%hi- Ee 
Of your Lord. will ye. deny? SOLER SO 
41. (For) the sinners will be oie aon 
Known by their Marks:*?” eto ped) Ow 
And they will be seized 229 iags 
By their forelocks and ARS I palates) 
Their feet. 





5196. The Dual is with reference to the two worlds explained above in n_ 5193. 


5197, We now come to the terrors of the Judgement on the evil ones, 


5198. Here and in some of the verses that follow, (verses 40, 42, and 45 below), the refrain applies with 
an ironical meaning. It is as if it was said: “You used to laugh at Revelation, and at the warnings which were 
given for your own benefit in order to draw you to repentance and Allah's Mercy; what do you find now? 
Is not all that was said to you truc?’ To reject Allah's Law is in itself to deny Allah's Mercies, 


5199. Melting away like grease of ointment. The red colour will be due to the flames and the heat. The 
whole of the world as we know it now will dissolve. 


5200. This does not of course mean that they will not be called to account for their sin. They will certainly 
be called to account for all their deeds; 15-92-98, The meaning of this whole passage is that their personal 
tesponsibility will be enforced. But their own tongues and hands and feet will bear witness against them as 
to their actions: 24:24. Every man will bear marks on his person, showing his classification in the Final Account: 
7:48. After these Marks are affixed, everyone's position and stacus in the Final Account will be known to everyone. 
As to the Judge on the Throne of Judgement, He will of course know all before Judgement is set up. But to 
give every chance to the accused, his record will be produced and shown to him (69:19,25; 18:49). and be 
will be given a chance to plead (7:53), but if &@ sinner, he will be in confusion (28:66). 


5201. By there Marks: sce \ast note. 
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42. Then which of the favours <0 8 vue 
Of your Lord will ye deny? HIGGS SE 

48. This is the Hell which PSE Gpser Le 
The Sinners deny-*# PA oe Mage PEG) 

44. In its midst eer 
And in the midst aybs di 
Of boiling hot water Lowe 
Will they wander round!5? pk ituy 

45. Then which of the favours oe ee oe 
Of your Lord will ye deny? SKK Sr irre AITO) 

SECTION 3. 

46. Mut for such as fear 4\tor71- 
aa time when they will GE Sds © 
Stand before (the Judgement AE 

pea Seat** <A tlie 
Of) their Lord, Aiea 
There will be two Gardens —**** 2 

47. Then which of the favours “Ate <4.7.F- 

Of your Lord will ye deny? whi5S5 F Sick ap 

48, Containing al] kinds aca 
(Of trees and delights) — STE 

49. Then which of the favours MN + RG a2 
Of your Lord will ye deny? HISISS ¢ ol © 
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Of your Lord will ye deny? 





5202. It will then become too real to them. “Oh! that this too, too solid flesh would melt", as Hamiect 
said to his Queen-Mother (Hamlet, i. 2. 129). 


5203. They will apparently have no rest. The fire will burn but not consume them, and their drink will 
be only boiling water, 


5204. The reference to the Punishment of Sin having been dismissed in a few short lines, we now come 
to a description of the state of the Blessed. (R). 


5205. Here two Gardens are mentioned, and indeed four, counting the other two mentioned in 55:62-76. 
Opinions are divided about this, but the best opinion is that the two mentioned in verses 46-61 are for the 
degree of those Nearest to Allah (Mugarrabiin), and those in verses 62-76 for the Companions of the Right 
Hand: Why two for each? The Duality is to express variety, and the whole scheme of the Siirah runs in twos. 
There will be no dullness of uniformity: as our minds can conceive it now, there will be freshness in change, 
but it will be from Bliss to Bliss, and there will be Unity. (R). 


5206. Two Springs, for the same reasons as there will be two Gardens. See last note. 
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In them. wall be. Fruits 
Of every kind, two and two.*2"" 


Then which of the favours 
Of your Lord will ye deny? 


They will recline on Carpets, 
Whose inner linings will be 
Of rich brocade: the Fruit 
Of the Gardens will be 

Near (and easy of reach).5*** 


Then which of the favours 
Of your Lord will ye deny? 


. In them will be (Maidens),"** 


Chaste, restraining their 
glances, '?! 

Whom no man or Jinn 

Before them has touched — 
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OF your Lord will ye deny? ISIS a “Sle © 
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Of your Lord will ye deny? ShISSLSS> Nels {) 
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607. ‘The Duality of Fruits is for the same teason'as the Duality’ of the Gardena: See'n. 5205 
S208. The totl amd fatigue of chis life will be over: Cf 56:35 and n, 5654 om 69:25, 

5209, See notes 4728-4729 to 44:54. (R), © 

B21; Cfo ST48 sande) 4064¢ Their purity iniche feature chiefly aymnibolieed. 


$211. Delicate pink, with reference to their complexions and their beauty of form, The gems also indicate 
their worth and dignity (Cj nn. 4064-4065). 


S212. ‘Thisis the summing up of all the symbolism used to express the Fruit of Goodness or Good. The 
symbolian must necessarily resort to comparative terms, co subjective ideas of Bliss. But the fullest expression 
can only be givenin abstract terms: “ls there any reward for Good — other than Good?” Can anything expreia 
it better? 


S215. Seen. 42065 above: 
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Then which of the favours 
Of your Lord will ye deny? 


Dark green in colour**"* 
(From plentiful watering). 


. Then which of the favours 


Of your Lord will ye deny? 


. In them (each) will be 


Two Springs pouring forth 
water*#!® 
In continuous abundance: 


. Then which of the favours 


Of your Lord will ye deny? 


. In them will be Fruits, 


And dates and pomegranates:**"* 


. Then which of the favours 


Of your Lord will ye deny? 


In them will be 
Fair (Companions), good, 
beautiful —**"” 


. Then which of the favours 


Of your Lord will ye deny? 


. Companions restrained (as to*** 


Their glances), in (goodly) 


pavilions —**" 


Then which of the favours 
Of your Lord will ye deny? 
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5214. Dark green in colour”; these Gardens will also be fruitful and flourishing, and watered plentifully; 
but their aspect and characteristics will be different, corresponding to the subjective differences in the ideas 
of Bliss armong those who would respectively enjoy the two sets of Gardens. 


5215. In comparison with the Springs in the other two Gardens, described in 55:50 above, these Springs 
would seem to irrigate crops of vegetables and fruits requiring a constant supply of abundant water. 


5216, See last note, Cf also with 55:52 above, where “fruits of every kind” are mentioned. 


5217. see n. 5209 above. Goodness and Beauty are specially feminine attributes. 


5218. Magsiirat here is the passive participle of the same verb as the active participle Qasr in 55:56, 


$748 and $8:52. As I have translated 


by the 


phrase “restraining (their glances)”, 1 think 1! am right 


Qastrat 
in translating the passive Maqstirat by “restrained (as to their glances)". This is the only place in the Qur'an 
where the passive form occurs. 


- 5219. The Pavilions seem to add dignity to their status, In the other Gardens (55:58), the description 


“Tike rubies and corals” is perhaps an indication of higher dignity. 
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74. Whom no man or Jinn Re Fro P4t Mi aE Ye] 
Before them has touched — HG RISES @ 
75. Then which of the favours Wate tices 
Of your Lord will ye deny? NSS. els 
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77. Then which of the favours rea bev ate 2 te | 

Of your Lord will ye deny? h5SSISS Se al Q 

78. Blessed be the name KA 
f thy Lord, ar © 
Full of Majesty, re ane 
Bounty and Honour,**' Yb; 


5220. Cf the parallel words for the other two Gardens, in 55:54 above, which suggest perhaps a higher 
dignity. 

Rafraf is usually translated by Cushions or Pillows, and I have followed this meaning in view of the word 
“reclining”. But another interpretation is "Meadows", in view of the adjective “green’—abgari: carpets richly 
figured and dyed, and skillfully worked. 


522), Cf 55:27 and n. 6190 This minor echo completes the symmetry of the two leading Ideas of this 
Sirah —the Bounty and Majesty of Allah, and the Duty of man to make himself worthy of nearness to Allah. 
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INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 56—AL WAQIAH 


This is the seventh and last Sirah of the series devoted to Revelation and the Hereafter, 
a explained in the Introduction to S. 50. 


It belongs to the early Makkan period, with the possible exception of one or two verses. 


The theme is the certainty of the Day of Judgement and its adjustment of true Values (56:1-56); 
Allah's Power, Goodness and Glory (56:57-74); and the truth of Revelation (56:75-96). 


Summary—When the Day of Judgement comes, the world as we know it will be shaken 
to its foundations, and men shall be sorted out into three sorts: Those nearest to Allah, in exalted 
Bliss; the Companions of the Right Hand, in Bliss; ond she Coe Ti aia in 
Misery (56:1-56, and C. 254). 


Surely the Power and Goodness of Allah, of which Revelation is a Sign, should lead man 
to accept the Message and glorify Him (56:57-96. and C. 235). 


C, 234.—The Event Inevitable is the Day 

(56:1-56) Of Judgement: the world as we know it 
Will be shaken to its depths, and its place 
Will be taken by a world made new, 
Where Good will be sorted out from Evil. 
In Dignity and Bliss will the Good find Fulfilment: 
Both those Nearest to the Throne of Allah, 
And those who earned, by faith and good life, 
The title, Companions of the Right Hand. 
Who can tell of the Misery in which 
The Companions of the Left Hand will live? 
They will be as it were in a fierce blast 
Of Fire; their drink but boiling water; 
Their shade that of Black Smoke that chokes 
Their lungs—ever burning with hunger and thirst, 
And never satisfied: fit emblems 
Of the Life in Death to which Evil leads. 


Stirah 56. 
Al Wagqi'ah (The Inevitable) ON” Gai = eases 
In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, 7 f 
Most Merciful. KN, a 
1, Bhen the Event Inevitable™ one Meena 
~ to ne Aas ess» 1 
2. Then will no (soul) oe) oy Aeee, og 
Entertain falsehood : ~~ 658 Ae 
Concerning its coming. 
3. (Many) will it bring low;**** $7 <#> | 
(Many) will it exalt; analyacale 
4. When the earth shall be »» 5 FO: 
Shaken to its depths, Sep a 
5. And the mountains shall 1 r 424s & sar 
Be crumbled to atoms,*?** ts eat oe Feery ® 
6. Becoming dust scattered abroad, | As rie EK o> 
7. And ye shall be sorted out » ' “645 
Into three classes.**** : all ey 125.0 
8. Then (there will be) Sia 
The Companions of © 
The Right Hand— goatee roe 
What will be ib 
The Companions of acre 
The Right Hand? aa! 





5222. The Event Inevitable is the Hour of Judgement. People may doubt now whether it will come. But 
when it comes, as it will come, suddenly upon them, it will come with such tremendous reality that it will 
be burnt deep into the experience of every soul. No one can then be deceived or entertain false notions about it. 


5225. There will be a sorting out of Good and Evil. Or rather, (verse 7 below), there will be three main 
classes, Among the Good there will be the specially exalted class, those nearest to Allah (al muqarrabiin, 56-11-26), 
and the righteous people generally, called the Companions of the Right Hand (Ashab al maymanah, 56:27-40), 
And there will be those in agony, the Companions of the Left Hand (Ashab al mashamah. 56-41-56). Many 
who were high and mighty in this life will be brought low for their sins, and many who were lowly but virtuous 
will be exalted to various ranks and degrees. The old landmarks will be lost in the inner world, as they will 
be in the outer world. 


5224. The old physical world will disappear in the New Creation. 


5225. See n. 5228 above 
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tai aa OA 


What will be Ae eat 
The Companions of POC | | 


10, And those Foremost en cae ae 
(In Faith) will be af Ril ||P 


Foremost (in the Hereafter). 


il. These will be - ral ~# 

Those Nearest to Allah" | oy zal! IG D 
= at i 

12 In Gardens of Bliss- | Foe ai 

13. A number of people 2 fe pe wee 
From those of old,“ Ars ie a al Gr) 

M4. And a few from those | are ™ 2° 
Of lates. tines Capa Lisy Gp 

1h. (They will be) on Thrones**™ het one 
Encrusted (with gold bo pal el fap 

l6. Reclining on them, Sal ESS &} 


Facing each other.‘ 


17, Round about them will (serve)*™"! Z Re Pn ae nis Ss ep 
Youths of perpetual (freshness), 





ES. Aeremoct fim Feath): There art peo meanings, and both are implied, (1) Those who hare reached 
thw highest degree in spiritual endermanding. rach asthe great prophen end irechen of mankind, will ale 
tt peeordenot on the Heerrafoct. (2) Thor whe are the few im ceo —the qeeckest aed predic — po acorpt 
Alohs Meaege ——iill haw thr firm place in the Ramgpdom of Heaven Verses 6.0 and 10 mention ibe three 
main Cantor or clamfications afer jidgement. In the subeeqoent were thew happiness of meety are 
iynbolleed This casegery, Forersant in Faith, is nearest to Allah. 


122). See mn. 5223 abow, Nearness io Allah che cest of the highes: Bliss, (we alan mn 9779). (BR) 


Af8 Of great Prophets and Teachen there were many before the cme of the Holy Prophet Muhammad. 
A be wae che law of the Prophet, be anal che greet Teachers onder bo Dieperesinn will be comparatively 
freet in number, but their teaching is the sum and fewer of all mankind's apiriiual experience. 


BED. Cf Wty S744, S20, and MHS, [Aa ), 


0. Bet they willnot be eeparece cach in he oem commer. They will dace reach other. For they are ali 
ow. ond their cereal scary wil) Ge per of thes Alien. 


Stal Cf Sa eed so Me, The pooch aod freshenee wich which the acenedaet will serve ine om bol 
af rer wervice soch as we may expect in the spiritual weed cana nk ey hiner gapL Ean 
ang moods, or chances, or changes 
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18, With goblets, (shining) beakers, ong) fe io a 
And fa Gilied) ove « cutof nan tee & 
Clear-fowing fountains | 

19. No after-ache will 28 peers 
eleioe hierehitin “HBS wed pn’; perro 


Suffer intoxication:™™ 


20, And with fruits, AMEE Goat o 
Any that they may select; HADES O 

21, And the flesh of fowls, ¢ sR is- 1 A- 
Any that they may desire. Spl Abd 

22. And (there will be) Companions - Sa. we 
With beautiful, big, cae 39 


And Instrous eyes — 


24. A Reward for the Deeds ra vod 4 
Of their past (Life). Oplaal pS Lf = 

25. No frivolity will they"™™ erie 
Hear therein, nor any st Sica yaa ¥@ 
Taine of ill— 

26, Only the ‘saying,"™™ Viawtandos 
ind uc Chey, @ 

27. The Companions of luvrou ea lela 
The Right Hand — Cycles 
What will be 





P92) The Feast of Reason and the Flow of Soul are rypified bry ell that is bee in the frame tn this impertec 
workd bar there will be none of the dicadwentages incident io soch feasts in this workd. eerh as eenety, sche, 
eures, Bienes of exhauntion, or los of senses, eer Cf 37-47 ands 4063. A goblet lp a bere! withows handles 
a broker haa a “lip” anal o em; “cop io & general term 


S233. Cf 44:34, and 0. 4729, The companionship of Beawiy and Grace is one of the highest pleasures 
of life. In this bodily Life ic takes bodily form Im the higher Life it takes a higher form, (FR). 


A, Of 824, where chien deseriptlon ie applied to the youths who eerve, See aleo in. 504A there tn 
Mi78 below the adjective maknin is applied wo the Quriin, “the well-quarded Bonk”. 


S895. Cf 82:25. Apan from the ploical Ula, worldly frase of deligho are ape wo muffler from vein or 
The neganton of thee trom speriuel Blas follow as a mare of course. but ow epecially eneerd of 20 peat 
againet the perversities of human narure, which likes to reed ill iaeo the bes thet can be pur in words 


6236. Que best cranlased ‘saying’, rather chen “word”, For che saying an ect, « theught. a face, which 
may be embodied in a word. but which gore lar bepond the word. The “Peace of Allah” do an atmosphere 
stich ame up Heaven even beter then “Bliss” 
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The Companions of 2 aii ac s{ 


The Right Hand! ual 
28. (They will be) among*?*’ Pet ws, 
Lote trees without thorns, 2742s rp 
29. Among Talh trees*?** a 2 oe 
With flowers (or fruits) pres qibs © 
Piled one above another— 
30. In shade long-extended, pie jes 
‘ Bre we 
31. By water flowing constantly, y ma ele OD: 
$2. And fruit in abundance, RO COCE# 
n t in abundance S183; 
$3. Whose season is not limited, wtb Aes Por SS 
Nor (supply) forbidden, **** soy? Ys 3e,bivy ep 
84. And on Thrones (of Dignity), oFhor Jee 
Raised high. ; — 97) Gp 
55. We have created Aik: tacic ae Po ; 
(their Companions)*** ES aA Uy 
Of special creation, 
36. And made them WR tare 
Virgin-pure (and undefiled) — a < opt © 
37. Beloved (by nature), “ch 98 
Equal in age— GIs & 
$8. For the Companions 4 SRBSO DR 
Of the Right Hand. pee OSA Oy! 





5257. Lote trees: see 34:16 n. 3814. (R). 


5238. Talh: some understand by this the plantain or banana tree, of which the fruit is borne in bunches, 
one tier above another; but the banana tree does not grow in Arabia and its ordinary Arabic name is Mawz; 
perhaps it is better to understand a special kind of Acacia tree, which flowers profusely, the flowers appearing 
in tiers one above another, 


6289. Asit isnot like earthly fruit, its season is not limited, nor is there any prohibition by law or custom 
or circumstance as to when or how it is to be consumed, (R). 


5240. The pronoun in Arabic is in the feminine gender, but lest grosser ideas of sex should intrude, it 
is made clear that these Companions for heavenly society will be of special creation —of virginal purity, grace, 
and beauty inspiring and inspired by love, with the question of time and age eliminated. Thus every person 
among the Righteous will have the Bliss of Heaven and the Peace of Allah. 
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59, JA (goodly) number a a, 
om those of old, HED 
40. And a (goodly) number +. Efe ete. om 
From those of later times. . | ope, 
SECTION 2. Mitnens offal 
41. The Companions of samp a patte 
The Left Hand— dels 
What will be oe a | 
The Left Hand? 
42. (They will be) in the midst | : 
Of a fierce Blast of Fire*™! php 3® 
43. And in the shades Lie it 
Of Black Smoke:*™ 
44. Nothing (will there be) re 
To etre: nor to please: PST pty ros) 
45. For that they were wont POR at Ome Dee gt 
‘To be indulged, before that, ae ivi t\@ 
In wealth (and luxury),"™ 
46. And persisted obstinately ete pte eh eke lly, 
In wickedness supreme [#44 | isl lide Oyinatlgs 
47, And they used to say, eas ee MAAS: 
“What! when we die | te dE ie) 
And become dust and bones,“ | (* aa a 





rn Thin dam—che righteous — will be a lorge company in Heawrn, belonging to all the ages af ihe 
world, Cf n S228. cD 56-13 above Such io the unbounded Boanry of Allah. 


$04t Netier the paraliciien tn the contrast bereren thos in Bliss and those inn Misery: ‘The allegory 
im each case purues the dea of contrast, and the allegories about Misery lose nothing by their terse bred 
‘The flerce Blast of Fire and the Boiling Water are in contrast to the happy Lote tree and the flower and 
frais ti weriés PH-29 above. 


Ms. Eien the Shade gi ferent quit nthe Abode of Misery she of back woh in cnt 
wo the cool OE nak cok ee heat ae cates tas crete ee ae aharee 


it taba Ve ech cena’ iesan tal edadacaeaen tea diainmins exten aebahieeneataebtaadiatneaniad : 


O44, Their wart of belief and ridievlesof Allaks, Meauge. coctrasts-with the:stern,sealicy swhicis they 
me around them no, ai 
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48. 


49. 


50. 


51. 


BZ. 


54. 


bd. 


55, 


56. 


Shall we then indeed 
Be raised up again?— 


“(We) and our fathers. of old?" 


Say: “Yea, those of old 
And those of later times, 


“All will certainly be 

Gathered together for the meeting | 
Appointed for a Day 
Well-known. **** 


“Then will ye truly— 
OQ ye that go wrong, 
And treat (Truth) as Falsehood! — 


"Ye will surely taste 
Of the ‘Tree of Zaqqum.***? 


“Then will ye fill 
Your insides. therewith, 


“And drink Boiling Water 
On top of at: 


“Indeed ye shall drink 
Like diseased camels 
Raging with thirst!"***# 


Such will be their entertainment 
On the Day of Requital! 
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Opel.) 
ie GEE ist 


Fear eo 





bikes 


peplna 9) coke 


SAS OIRE & 


pBiaprecnass ¥ {rp 
SASS Sep 
clnadasgs 
AAS © 


gg ee ite Le 


C. 235.—Learn ye then to witness the Troth in your lives. 
(56:57-96.) Your own creation and growth, the seeds 
That ye sow in the ground, the Circuit of Water 
Through streams, mers, and seas, to vapour, 
Clouds, and rain. that feeds the. streams, 
The Fire that stands as an emblem of Life 
And Light—all point vo your Lord Supreme, 





5846. In 26:58 (eee o. 3159) the phrase o dey well-known is used fot a dolemn day of festival, when the 
suldtude of people gacher together, The Day of Judgenvent is mich a day in the supreme sense of che word. 


6247. This isthe Cured Tree mentioned in 17/60, where seen: 2250, Cf also 37:62, 0. 4072) and 445-46 
died mi. 4722. 


6248. Acermible pictur: of Misery in concrast to the Gormparionship of the Good, the True, and the Beautiful, 
a Thrones of Dignity, for the Companions of the Right Hand. in werses 54-36 above. 
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His Revelation conveys the same Message 

To the pure in heart. Will ye receive it 

And live, assured of the truth of the Hereafter? 
Glory and Praise to Allah the Beneficent, 
Supreme to Justice, Mercy, and Truth! 


57. Jt is We Who have <Back os wheres 45 
Created you: why do ye *” 95s V5 GGL fe 
Not testify to this truth? 

58. Do ye then see?— Z Arh dees oy 
The (human Seed) that ale palaces 
Ye throw out,— 

59. Is it ye who create it, wat <F| 55 IAS AS: 

Or are We the Creators? Spall SoS A si yale le oop 

60. We have decreed ‘Death aa te <a oat eae 
To be your common lot,***° oy) S35 zo 
And We are not Zo her 5% °° 
To be frustrated Bymmar Flay 


61. From changing your Forms 
And creating you (again) 


In (Forms) that ye know not. Air Reina 

62. And ye certainly know already Atk Pes ae 
The first form of creation: i Lacade Aa! 9 £0) 
Why then do ye not te 4 4 
Celebrate His praises? eee 

63. See ye the seed that*?*! BG ng ary 
Ye sow in the ground? 

64. Is it ye that cause it (2h be pore 
To grow, or are We Sey NF Aya 0 po @ 
The Cause? 





5249. Man is apt to forget his Creator, and even the fact that he, man, is a created being. The seed 
of his body, out of which his physical life starts, is not created by man, but by Allah in the process of the 
unfoldment of the world. Why will not man recognise and bear witness of this fact by a life of obedience 
to Allah's Law? 


5250. Just as Allah has created this life that we see, so He has decreed that Death should be the common 
lot of all of us. Surely, if He can thus give life and death, as we see it, why should we refuse to believe that 
He can give us other forms when this life is over? The Future Life, though indicated by what we know now, 
is to be on a wholly different plane. (R). 


5251. Having appealed to our own nature within us, He appeals now to the external nature around us, 
which should be evidence to us (1) of His loving care for us, and (2) of its being due to causes other than 
those which we produce and control. Three examples are given: (1) the seed which we sow in the soil; it is 
Allah's processes in nature, which make it grow; (2) the water which we drink; it is Allah's processes in nature, 
that send it down from the Clouds-as rain, and distribute it through springs and rivers; (8) the fire which 
we strike; it is again a proof of Allah's Plan and Wisdom in nature. 
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65. Were it Our Will, A afer AME HIS 4 
We could crumble it avandia) & 
To dry powder, and ye would Fee pc SL 
Be left in wonderment, 

66. (Saying), “We are indeed i igs” IE ap 
Left with debts (for nothing):*** aa) 

67. “Indeed are we shut out ZR CITY 
(Of the fruits of our labour)”. OMI FFL gy 

68. Sce ye the water “ Ars: ra) wrissl 
Which. ye drink? SiS sal & 

69. Do ye bring it Down < 4.355 3 ratte pPAes 
(In rain) from the Cloud SSeS Nesey ples whe & 
Or do We? 

70. Were it Our Will, LW eetee pet A 
We could make it i | a> 41435! 0: 
Salt (and unpalatable):**” Uy, Sites aa 
Then why do ye not SRY 5 
Give thanks? 

71. the Fire Gere Poms 
—< ye kindle? neg) Lule sl 

72, Is it ye who grow eges ~~ a 
The tree which feeds**** fee fc ep 
The fire, or do We EY oo 
Grow it? Sees 

73. We have made it tea Cader 
A memorial (of Our SSanlgelen 3a &} 

handiwork),**** 





5252. The cultivator contracts debts for seed and gives labour for ploughing, sowing, watering, and weeding, 
in the hope of reaping a harvest. Should he not give thanks to Allah when his harvest is in? 


5258. The mystery of the two streams of water, one sweet and the other salt, constantly mingling, and 
yet always separate, is referred to more than once, The never-ending circuit is established by streams and rivers 
mingling with the ocean, the ocean sending forth mists and steam through a process of evaporation which 
forms clouds, and the clouds by condensation pouring forth rain to feed che streams and rivers again: see 
notes S$111-S112 to 25:53, and n. 5185 to 55:19, and the further references given there. 


5254. The relation of Fire to Trees is intimate. In nearly all the fire that we burn, the fuel is derived 
from the wood of trees. Even mineral coal is nothing but the wood of prehistoric forests petrified under the 
earth through geological ages. Fire produced out of green trees is referred to in 56:80; and n. 4026 there gives 
instances. 


5255. Fire is a fit memorial of Allah's handiwork in nature. It is also an emblem of man's earliest civilisation. 
kt can stand as a symbol of physical comfort and convenience to man, of the source of spiritual light, and 
also of the warning to Evil about its destruction. In the same way the sower's seed has a symbolica!l meaning 
in the preaching of the Message: see 48:29, and n. 4917: and the Rain and the Streams of Water have a symbolical 
meaning: see notes 2404-5 to 18:60, 
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And an article of comfort 2 Bate 
And convenience for a 
The denizens of deserts.**** 


74. Then celebrate with praises***’ pod EGS. alles wert & . 
The name of thy Lord, 
The Supreme! 
SECTION 3. “ 
75. Burthermore I call ie aot fis 
© witness the setting*®** src\ginn 5 & 
Of the Stars— 
76. And that is indeed S hce 4,255: pera. 
A mighty adjuration*™* FAS poe 4 2) 
If ye but knew— 
77.. That this is indeed (a ad 
A Qur'an most honourable,*** 650 ‘ 41 @ 
, FT is (i. 
78. In a Book well-guarded, oe 5S.3 
79. Which none shall touch rae tee Pee ek 
But those who are clean: Sy glesii YALL 





5256. Cf 20:10, and n. 2541, where the mystic meaning of the Fire which Moses saw in the desert ib 
explained. Even ordinarily, a fire in a desert is a sign of human habitation; by following it you may get heman 
society and human comfort. A fire, or light, or beacon in many places directs a traveller on the way. Lighthouses 
Ee SR er a ir a nares erve the paste: perpese for marie . 

Another parable about fire will be found in 2:17-18, and n. 38. , , 


5257. Seeing all these Signs in nature and their symbolical meaning in the spiritual world, man mux 
turn to Allah and do His Will, 


5258. The setting of the Stars: a number of mystic meanings are attached. Here are three. (1) Cf 45.1 
and n, 5085; the setting of a glorious star is a symbol of humility before the power, beauty, and goodnew 
of Allah. (2) It may refer to the extinction of the stars at the Day of Judgement, betokening the establishment 
of Allah's Justice and the Truth of His Revelation. (3) What is bright or beautiful co our senses may disappear 
from our ken within a few hours, even though its own existence may continue, All light is relative except the 
Light of Allah. 

¢ 

5259. The glory of the firmament as it exists, and the wonder of its passing away, are both evidence, 
to the discerning mind, of the Fucure which Allah has prepared, but this evidence can only be effective if 
men “but knew”, i, turned their earnest attention to it, 


5260. Your attention is drawn to the momentous issues of the Future by the Qur'an. It is a Revelation 
described by four characteristics. (1) It is mom honourable, aarim, which implies, besides the fact that it is 
worthy of receiving honour, that it confers great favours on those who receive it. (2) It is well-guarded, makniin; 
precious in itself, and well-preserved in its purity; see n. 5254 to 56:24; see also 15:9, and n. 1944. (3) None 
but the clean shall touch it—clean in body, mind, thought, intention, and soul; only such can achieve real 
contact with its full meaning. (4) It is a Revelation from the Lord of the Worlds, and therefore universal for all. 
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80. A Revelation from the Lord D iz opel ayMill.c 
Of the Worlds. EprNo5 os das GD 

81. ds it such a Message Meee Res PIES §  KRaL 
That ye would hold’*# Opes asl sliligal @ 
In light esteem? 

82. And have ye made it*** SICK oe che Zs tty 
Your livelihood that ye PINS 390 25 Ge 
Should declare it false? 

83. Then why do ye not*?® Bese rare wn ae 
(Intervene) when (the soul ald cL 15) You Gar 


Of the dying man) 
Reaches the throat— 


84. And ye the while 4 AY ot AR 
(Sit) looking on—*?* eye Speed 
85. But We are nearer oy SS eee Ay 97 {? iin 
To him than ye, osnaiYe Sad] Sal ad 5 & 
And yet see not— 
86. Then why do ye not—*?* ys nay x ig 
If you are exempt coer je SSH BEG 
From (future) account— 
87. Call back the soul, 526 ae 
If ye are true Sse S ol jee 


(In your claim of Independence)? 





5261. The Message being such as is described in the last note, how can anyone ignore it or treat it with 
contempt or refuse to allow it to improve his life? 


5262, The worst indictment of an enemy of Revelation would be that he should make Falsehood a source 
of filthy lucre for himself, or that he should let his precious life be corrupted by such unholy occupation. 


5263, There is a hiatus after why do ye not?—and two parenthetical clauses — after which the clause why 
do ye not? is resumed again in verse 86 below, with its complement in verse 87. Iv is permissible tothe translator 
to add some such word as intervene here, to make the translation run smoothly. 


5264. The dying man’s friends, relatives and companions may be sitting round him and quite close to 
him in his last moments, but Allah is nearer still at all times for He is nearer than the man’s ‘own jugular 
vein (50:16), and one of Allah's own titles is “Ever Near" (34:50). 


5265. These words resume the sentence begun at verse 83 above and interrupted by the two parenthetical 
clauses in verses 84 and 85. See n. 5263 above, 


5266. The sentence may now be briefly paraphrased. ‘If you disbelieve in Revelation and a future Judgement, 
and claim to do what you like and be independent of Allah, how is it you cannot call back a dying man's 
soul to his body when all of you congregate round him at his death-bed? But you are not independent of 
Judgement. There is a Day of Account, when you will have to be judged by your deeds-in’ this»life! 
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89. 


90. 


91. 


92. 


93. 


95. 


96. 


Thus, then, if he 
Be of those Nearest to Allah,***’ 


(There is for him) Rest 
And Satisfaction,**** and 
A Garden of Delights. 


And if he be 
Of the Companions of 
The Right Hand,*** 


(For him is the salutation), 
“Peace be unto thee,"**”° 
From the Companions 

Of the Right Hand. 


And if he be 

Of those who treat 
(Truth) as Falsehood, **”! 
Who go wrong, 


For him is Entertainment 
With Boiling Water, 


. And burning in Hell-Fire. 


Verily, this is 
The very Truth 
And Certainty.**?* 


So celebrate with praises**’® 
The name of thy Lord, 
The Supreme. 
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5267. See above, 56:11-26 and notes. 


5268. Rayha@n- sweet-smelling plants, as in 55:12. Here used as symbolical of complete Satisfaction and 
Delight. 


5269. See above, 56:27-38 and notes, \ 


5270. In 56:26 above the salutation of “Peace, Peace!” is addressed to those Nearest to Allah, Here we 
learn that it is also addressed to the Companions of the Right Hand. Both are in Gardens of Bliss; only the 
former have a higher Dignity than the latter, 


5271. Cf. above 56-51-55. 


5272. “The assurance of the Hereafter” is one of the strongest features of Faith. For without it the apparent 
inequalities and injustices of this Life cannot be satisfactorily explained. 


5273, Cf. 56:74 above. That was the conclusion of the argument about the Future from the examples 
of Allah's goodness in nature. Now we have the conclusion of the same argument from Allah's revelation through 
His inspired Messengers. 
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INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 57—AL HADID 


Le We have now studied the contents of nearly nine-tenths of the Qur'an, We have found that 

the arrangement of the Stirahs in the present Text is not haphazard, but that they follow a distinct 
logical order more helpful for study than the chronological order. The comprehensive scheme 
of building up the new Ummah or Brotherhood and its spiritual implications is now complete. 
The remaining tenth of the Qur'an may be roughly considered in two parts, The first contains 
ten Surahs (S. 57 to S. 66), all revealed in MadYnah, and each dealing with some special point 
which needs emphasis in the social life of the Ummah. The second (S. 67 to 94.) contains short 
Makkan lyrics, each dealing with some aspect of spiritual life, expressed in language of great mystic 
beauty. 


The present Madinah Stirah is chiefly concerned with spiritual humility and the avoidance 
of arrogance, and a warning that retirement from the world may not be the best way of seeking 
the good pleasure of Allah. Its probable date is after the Conquest of Makkah, A. H. 8. 


Summary—Allah's Power and Knowledge extend to all things: follow His Light direct, without 
doubt or fear or half-heartedness, but with humility, generous charity, and faith, and not in a 
life of isolation from the world. (57:1-29, and C. 236). 


C. 236.— Allah is All-in-All: follow His Law 

(57:1-29.) And His Light, and obey His Prophet, who invites 
You to deeds of goodness and charity. 
Strive and spend your resources and yourselves 
In the Cause of Allah: He will grant you a Light 
To go before you and guide you to your Eternal 
Goal, where no Evil can enter When success 
Crowns your efforts, even then is the time 
To humble yourselves before Allah, in sincere 
Witness to His Love. The pleasures here below 
Are deceptive: be foremost in seeking Allah 
And His Good Pleasure: trust Him: be not 
Like those who mistook mere renunciation 
Of the world for Allah's service. Allah's Grace 
Is for all: be your love and your service for all. 
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Stirah 57, 
Al Hadid (Iron)*™™ Per eee 


In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, 
Most Merciful. 


ao Ae, 
ar =O 
ait is 


On er ae 
Pa ro ts Cal 
Jase Be gny at 


1. Whatever is in | 
The heavens and on earth — 
Let it declare 
“The Praises and Glory of Allah:**™ 
For He is the Exalted 
In Might, the Wise. 


2. To Him belongs the dominion 
Of the heavens and the earth: 
It is He Who gives 
Life and Death: and He 
Has Power over al) things. 


8. He is the First 
And the Last, 
lhe Evident nm 
And the Hidden:'*” 
And He has full knowledge 
Of all things. 


i 


59 ire 


4. He it is Who created 
The heavens and the earth ; 
In six Days,**? and is moreover 
Firmly established.on the 
: Throne 


(Of authority)" He koows 


“at - eee aly ta Seca . 
mp Vinage igh: Ip 
Fart te gectet C122 

Lisl fo Sele sll aes 
SEr4 Iron ls the type and emblem of strength and reliability, on which depend the real virtues expounded 


in thit Sdrah, such as real hurnility, whole-heanednes, and charin, as opposed in Monasticiam, 
Laodiceanimn, and Miserniness See 47:25 below, 


S275. A connecting thought berween this and the last Sirah. of which see verse 06, See also paragraph 
4 of che Introduction to 5 55, 


S276. Allah is Evidene insofar as there of ample evidence of Hin existence and providence al) aroond 
On the other hand, Allah is Hidden insofar as intellect cannot grasp His esence nor can He be seen in the 
preent world, The following tradition in Sahih Mustim is also significant for an understanding of this yen. 
The Prophet (peace be on him) said: “Thou art the First, oo that there was nothing before Thee; and Thou 
art ther Last, ao tha chere is nothing after Ther: and Thea art Pelelent, (or Aicendane) oo chat there is nothing 
above Thee, and Thou art the Hidden, the Koower of hidden things, so that there i nothing hidden fmm 
S207. fin ate Degas E312) and motes: ako more briefly, 1 105) ow 7254. 


5278. Cf 10.3, and o, 2585. lt is oot that Allah completed His Creation in on day and rested on the 
seventh day, or ree gow, Certain external forme of the universe were by Al's Command completed in ie 
periods of cyolution, But His creative process acill goeson, and He i till, and will always be, in full conernl, 
koowing all and guiding all affsirs, (1M), 
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5279. Allah watches over man and observes his deeds, His knowledge com prehends all, the earth, heavens, 
what is in them or above them or whatever is in between them, comes out of them or goes into them, for 
“not a leaf doth fall but with His knowledge”, and “there is not a grain in the darkness (or depths) of the 
earth, nor anything fresh of dry (green or withered), but is inscribed in a Record™ (6:59). [Eds.} 


5280. See 57:2 above, where this phrase referred to Allah's complete authority over the whole of the external 
niverse: the same phrase now refers to His complete authority over the abstract world — of thoughts and affairs. 
Every affair must finally go back to Him, whether it comes out here from Darkness into Light, or hides itself 
from Light into Darkness. Allah's knowledge penetrates into the inmost recesses of all Hearts. 


528]. Whenever power or wealth or influence or any good thing is transferred from one person or group 
of persons to another, it involves added responsibilities to the persons receiving these advantages. They must 
be the more zealous in real charity and all good works, for that is a part of the evidence which they give of 
their faith and gratitude. And, besides, their good deeds, under the general law in the spiritual world, carry 
their own reward. 


5282. What cause have ye why should not ..? A figure of speech implying a far wider meaning than 
the words express. It is equivalent to saying: “There is every reason why ye should believe in Allah”, ete. The 
same construction applies to verse 10 below. 
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In-your Lord, and has 
Indeed taken your Covenant,**™ 
If ye are men of faith. 


. He is the One Who 


Sends to His Servant*™** 
Manifest Signs, that He 
May lead you from 

The depths of Darkness 
Into the Light. And verily, 
Allah is to you 

Most Kind and Merciful. 


And what cause have ye 
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Why ye should not spend 
In the cause of Allah?— 
For to Allah belongs**** 
The heritage of the heavens 
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5283. There are two shades of meaning. (1) There is the implied Convenant in a man who accepts the 
Gospel of Unity that he will bring forth all the fruits of that Gospel, te, believe in Allah, and serve Allah 
and humanity. See n. 682 to 5:1, (2) There were at various times express Covenants entered into by the Muslims 
to serve Allah and be true to the Prophet, comparable to the Covenants of the Jewish nation about the Memage 
of Moses; ¢g., thé two Covenants of ‘Aqabah (5:8, and n. 705) and the Pledge of Hudaybiyah (48:10, = 
4877). For the Covenant with Israel at Mount Sinai, see 2:65, n. 78. 


5284. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, The Signs sent co him were; (1) The Ayahs of the Qur'ln, and 
(2) his life and work, in which Allah's Plan and Purpose were unfolded. 


5285, 7 Allah belongs the heritage of... see n, 485 to 5:180; also n, 988 to 6.165; and n. 1964 to 15.25. 


5286. This is usually understood to refer to the Conquest of Makkah, after which the Muslims succeeded 
to the power and position which the Pagan Quraysh had so misused at Makkah. Thereafter che Muslims had 
the hegemony of Arabia, and in a few centuries, for a time, the hegemony of the world. But the words are 
perfectly general, and we must understand the genera) meaning also; that the people who fight and struggle 
in Allah's Cause and give of their best to it at any time are worthy of praise: but those are worthy of special 
distinction who do it when the Cause is being persecuted and in most need of assistance, before victory comes 
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5287. Cf 2:245, n. 276. 


__ 5288. In the Darkness of the Day of Judgement there will be a Light to guide the righteous to their 
Destination. This will be the Light of their Faith and their Good Works. Perhaps the Light of the Right Hand 
mentioned here is the Light of their Good Works: for the Blessed will receive their Record in their right hand 
(69:19-24), 


§289. The Achievement, the highest felicity, the attainment of Salvation, the fulfillment of all 
desires, See n, 47338 to 44:57. 


5290. Watchful preparation in Life, and the light of Faith, which reflects the divine Light, are matters 
of personal Life, and cannot be borrowed from another. So, in Christ's parable of the Ten Virgins (Matt. 25:1-15), 
when the foolish ones had let their lamps go out for want of oil, they asked to borrow oil from the wise ones, 
but the wise ones answered and said, “Not so;... but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves” 


5291. The wall of Personality, or Record of Deeds, will divide the Good from the Evil. But the Gateway 
in it will show that communication will not be cut off. Evil must realise that Good—#.¢, Mercy and Felicity — 
had been within its reach, and that the Wrath which envelops it is due to its own rejection of Mercy. 
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5292. The evil will now claim some right of kinship or association or proximity with the good in earthly 
life; bur in fact they had been arrogant and had selfishly despised them before. The reply will be: (1) you 
yourselves chose temptation and evil; (2) when you had power in your earthly life, you hoped for ruin to the 
good, and perhaps plotted for it; ($) you were warned by prophets of Allah, but you doubted Allah's very 
existence and certainly His Mercy and Justice, and the Hereafter; (4) you followed your own lusts and neglected 
Reason and Truth; (5) you were given plenty of rope, but you followed your mad career, until Judgement came 
upon you, and now it is too late for repentance. 


5293. The Arch-Deceiver (Satan) deceived you in respect of Allah in many ways: for example, he made 
you oblivious of Allah's Mercy and loving-kindness; he made you reject His Grace; he made you think that 
Allah's Justice may not overtake you; etc 


5294, In personal responsibility there is no room for vicarious ransom or for ransom by payments of gold 
or silver or by sacrifice of possessions. Nor can the crime be expiated for after Judgement ‘You’ and ‘those 
who rejected Allah’ are two ways of looking at the same persons. “You are rejected because you rejected Allah! 


5295. Humility and the remembrance of Allah and His Message are never more necesssary than in the 
hour of victory and prosperity, 
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hfe, The men immediately referred to are the contemporary Jews and Christian. Theach of these Urmahe 
wai geen Allah's Revelation, but as time passed, they corrupted it, became anrogane and hand-hearted, and 


robverted justice, truth, and the purity of Life, But the general lemon is far wider, No one ia favoured by 
Allah eaeept on the score of righteousness. Except on that score, there ie no chosen individual or race, There 
ireo blind good fortune of i] fortane Al] happens accordimg oo the jus laws and Will of Allah But at no 


ame if hurniliey or nghtcodeness more mrocssary than in the hour of victory or triumph, 


4297. Aa the dead carth is revived after the refreshing ahowen of rain, eo ia it with the spirit of man. 
whether aa wn individual or a race or Ummah, There it.no couse for despair, Allah's Truth will revive the 
Spiritual forulties Uf ie accepted with humility and seal. 


298. Cf. STL; also wpe 2245, 2. E76. 


699. Cf 4:69, and n, 666, The four caregories there mentioned as conatitucing the beautiful Fellowship 
ef Faith are: the Prophets who teach, the Sincere Lovers of Truth, the Witnesses who testify. and the Righteous 
who do good. Of these, the prophet or messenger have already been mentioned in this vere. The Righteous 
whe do good are mentioned as (he men and women given over to deeds of chariry in vere 18 


6300, The Wiisesers are mot only Martyrs, but all those who carry the Danner of Trach againat all cide 
and in all position: of danger whether by pen or speech, of deed or counsel. 


$301. Note that these two are specially high degrees in the spiritual kingdom, just short of Prophethood 
For they have oot onhy cheir reward in the sporitea! Kingdom of Allah, bike those who practi charity (vere 
above), but they themselves beoome sources of light and lewding. 
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But those who reject Allah 
And deny Our Signs— 
They are the Companions 
Of Hell-Fire. 


SECTION 3. 
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life of this world 
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Of this world, but 
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5802. Cf 6:32, and n. 855. In the present passage the idea is further amplified. In this life people not 


only play and amuse themselves and each other, but they show off, and boast, and pile up riches and man- 
power and influence, in rivalry with each other. 


5303, Cf. 39:21, and n, 4275, Here the Parable is meant to teach a slightly different lesson. Allah's mercies 
are free and open to all, like His rain, But how do men make use of them? The good men take the real spiritual 
harvest and store the spiritual grain, The men who are in love with the ephemeral are delighted with the 
green of the tares and the grass; but such things give no real nourishment, they soon wither, become dry, 
and crumble to pieces, like the worldly pleasures and pomps, boastings and tumults, possessions and friends. 


5304. Kujflir is here ueed.im the anupual senee'of ‘Lillers ox husbendmes’ because they sow the sved and 
cover it up with soil. But the ordinary meaning, “Rejectors of Truth’, is not absent. The allegory refers to such men. 


5305. Cf 5:185, and n, 492, Many of the attractive vanities of this world are but nets set by the Evil 
One to deceive men. The only thing real and lasting is the Good Life lived in the Light of Allah. 
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Heaven and earth,**% 
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In Allah and His messengers: 
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22. ie misfortune can happen 
n earth or in your souls**** 
But is recorded in 
A decree before We bring**®* 
It into existence: 
That is truly easy for Allah: 


28. In order that ye may 
Not despair over matters 
That pass you by, 
Nor exult over favours 
He bestowed upon you. 
For Allah loveth not 
Any vainglorious boaster—**'* 
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5306. Cf $183, and n. 452. 


5307. Bestows on whom He Pleases; that is, such grace and favour is beyond anyone's own merits. It is 
bestowed by Allah according to His Holy Will and Plan, which is just, merciful, and righteous. 


5308. External disasters or misfortunes may strike people's eye or imagination, but there are worse crises 
and misfortunes in the spiritual world, which are of equal or greater importance to man's future. All this 
happens according to the Will and Plan of Allah. Even where we are allowed the exercise of our own wills, 
the consequences that follow are in accordance with the laws and Plan decreed by Allah beforehand. 


5509, For bara a, ‘to bring into existence’, and other words denoting Allah's creative energy, see n. 120 
to 2:117; n. 916 to 6:94; and n. 925 to 6:98. 


5510. In the external world, what people may consider misfortune or good fortune may both turn out 
to be illusory—in Kipling’s words, “both imposters just the same”, The righteous man does not grumble if 
some one else has possessions, nor exult if he has them. He does not covet and he does not boast. If he has 
any advantages, he shares them with other people, as he considers them not due to his own merits, but as 
gifts from Allah. (R). 

5511. Neither the Covetous nor the Boasters have any place in the Good Pleasure of Allah. The Covetous 
are particularly insidious, as their avarice and miserliness not only keep back the gifts of Allah from men, 
but their pernicious example dries up the streams of Charity in others, 

5312. It is Charity in Allah's Way that is specially in view here, If people are selfish and withhold their 
hand, they only injure themselves. They do not hurt Allah's Cause, for He is independent of all needs, and 
He will find other means of assisting His more meagerly endowed servants; He is worthy of all praise in His 
care for His creatures. 
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Worthy of all praise. 
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Many benefits for mankind, 
That Allah may test who 
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5515. Three things are mentioned as gifts of Allah. In concrete terms they are the Book, the Balance, 
and Iron, which stand as emblems of three things which hold society together, wiz., Revelation, which commands 
Good and forbids Evil; Justice, which gives to cach person his due; and the strong arm of the Law, which 
maintains sanctions for evildoers. For Balance, sce also 42:17, and n. 4550. 


5314. Sent down: anzala; in the sense of revealed to man the use of certain things, created in him the 
capacity of understanding and using them: C/ 39:6: “sent down for you eight head of cattle in pairs” 

5515. fron: the most useful metal known to man, Out of it is made steel, and from steel and iron are 
made implements of war, such as swords, spears, guns, etc., as well as instruments of peace, such as ploughshares, 
bricklayers’ trowels, architects’ and engineers’ instruments, etc. lron stands as the emblem of Strength, Power, 
Discipline, Law's sanctions, etc, lron and steel industries have also been the foundation of the prosperity and 
power of modern manufacturing nations, (R). 


5516. In 21:49, I have translated “in their most secret thought" for the more literal “unseen” (bi al 
ee. Perhaps the more literal “unseen” may do if understood in the adverbial sense as explained in 35:18, — 
. $902. The sincere man will help the Cause, whether he is seen or brought under notice or not. 


5517. To help Allah and His messengers is to help their Cause. It is to give men an opportunity of striving 
and fighting for His Cause and proving their true mettle, for thus is their spirit tested. As explained in the 
next line, Allah in Himself is Full of Strength, Exalted in Power, and Able to enforce His Will, and He has 
no need of others’ assistarice. 


5318. Cf 22:40 and n. 2818. “Strength” is specific; Power or Might is more abstract, the ability to enforce 
what is willed. 


5319. Semmeof them: 40:10 thale. tint, or pamerity, o0-Lmannins When the Reoh,thot was given vo chew 
became corrupted, many of them followed their own fancies and became transgressors. 
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5520, The chief characteristic of the teaching in the Gospels is humility and other-worldliness. The first 
blessings in the Sermon on the Mount are on “the poor in spirit", “they that mourn”, and they that are “meek” 
(Matt. 5:3-5). Christ's disciples were enjoined to “take no thought for the morrow”, and told: “Sufficient unto 
the day is the evil thereof’ (Mart. 6:54). They were also commanded “that ye resist not evil; but whosoever 
shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also” (Matt. 5:59). These are fragmentary presentments 
of an imperfect philosophy as seen through monastic eyes. Insofar as they represent pity, sympathy with suffering, 
and deeds of mercy, they represent the spirit of Christ. 


5321. But Allah's Kingdom requires also courage, resistance to evil, the firmness, law, and discipline which 
will enforce justice among men. It requires to mingle with men, so that they can uphold the standard of Truth, 
against odds if necessary. These were lost sight of in Monasticism, which was not prescribed by Allah. 


5322. Allah certainly requires that men shall renounce the idle pleasures of this world, and turn to the 
Path which leads to Allah's Good Pleasure. But that does not mean gloomy lives, (“they that mourn"), nor 
perpetual and formal prayers in isolation. Allah's service is done through pure lives in the turmoil of this world. 
This spirit was lost, or at least not fostered by monastic institutions. On the contrary, a great part of the “struggic 
and mriving” for noble lives was suppressed. 


5323. Many of them lost true Faith, or had their Faith corrupted by superstitions. But those who continued 
firm in Paith saw the natural development of Religion in Islam. Their previous belief was not a disadvantage 
to them, but helped them, because they kept it free from false and selfish prejudices. These are the ones who 
are further addressed at the beginning of verse 28 below. 


5524. The corruptions in the Christian Church, the hair-splitting disputes, and mutual strife and hatred 
of sects had become a scandal by the time that the light of Islam came into the world. The pages of Gibbon's 

great History bear witness. Not only had the religion become void of grace, but the lives of the people, priests 
saa tly had fallen into great depths of degradation. See remarks in my Appendix V, and the general picture 
in Kingsley's Mypatia. 
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5325. From the context before (see n. 5325 above) and after (see next note), this is held to refer to the 
Christians and People of the Book who kept their Faith true and undefiled. 


5326. The double portion refers to the past and the future. As noted in the last note, this passage is addressed 
to the Christians and the People of the Book, who, when honestly facing the question of the new Revelation 
in Islam, find in it che fulfilment of previous revelations, and therefore believe in Allah's Messenger Muhammad, 
and walk by the new Light. Their previous merits will be duly recognised, and they will be treated on fully 
equal terms in the mew Ummah. This is their double share, not necessarily more in quantity than that of 
their brethren in Islam who passed through no other gate, but having a twofold aspect. 


5327. As this refers to the Christians and the People of the Book, the following saying of Christ in his 
last days may interest them: “Yet a little while is the light with you, Walk while ye have the light, lest darknew 
come upon you. While ye have the light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of light, Thee 
things spake Jesus, and departed, and did hide himself from them” (John, 12:55-36). The light of Christ 
Gospel soon departed; fiis Church was enveloped in darkness; then came the light again, in the fuller light 
of Islam. And they are asked to believe in the Light, and to walk in it. Cf also 57:12, and n. 5288 above 


5328. Any wrongs they may have committed through ignorance or misconceptions in their previous religion 
will be forgiven thern, as they have seen the new Light and walk by it. 


5329. Let not any race, or people, or community, or group. believe that they have exclusive possesion 
of Allah's Grace, or that they can influence its grant or its withholding. Allah's Grace is free. and entirely 
controlled by Him, independently of any priests and privileged people. He dispenses it according to His own 
wise and Holy Will and Plan; and to His Grace there is no limit. 











Intro. to Stirah 58 1431 


INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 58—AL MUJADILAH 


This is the second of the ten Madinah Sirahs referred to in the Introduction to the last 
Sirah, Its subject matter is the acceptance of a woman's Plea on behalf of herself and her children 


(see n. 5390 to 58:1 below), eae * Be ere ene eern vere 
Brotherhood. 


The date is somewhat close to that of S. $5, say between A. H. 5 and A. H, 7. 


Summary—All false pretences, especially those that degrade a woman's position, are 
condemned — as well as secret consultations between men and intrigues with falsehood, mischief, 
and sedition. (5841-22, and C. 237). 


C. 237.—Let not false pretences or superstitions 
(58:1-22) Degrade the position of women. Eschew 
Secret plottings and secret counsels. 
Observe order and decorum in public assemblies, 
And seek not in selfish pride to engage 
Your Leader's private attention. It is wrong 
To turn to the enemies of Allah for friendship; 
They make their oaths a cloak for wrongdoing, 
And keep back men from the Right. But none 
~ Can resist the Power or the Judgement of Allah. 





Sirah 58. 


Al Mujadilah (The Woman Who 


Pleads) 


In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, 


Most Merciful. 
1. has indeed AR oem 
(and accepted) the A c 5°, 
statement Aine) 0P-e 
Of the woman who pleads**** Yrnddlse 


And carries her complaint 

(In prayer) to Allah: 

And Allah (always) hears 

The arguments between both**®! 
Sides among you: for Allah 
Hears and sees (all, things). 


. If any men among you 


Divorce their wives by Zihar**** 

(Calling them mothers), 

They cannot be their mothers: 

None can be their mothers 

Except those who gave them 

Birth. And in fact 

They use words (both) 
iniquitous*** 

And false: but truly 


al Sess, 


ke TO 

~ pei seh 

Sats AN ts: 
si 


V2- at (ea 


a sy Spi) \ ota 


Allah is One that blots out**** 
(Sins), and forgives Byry 
(Again and again). 


5580. The immediate occasion was what happened to Khawlah bint Tha‘labah, wife of Aws son of Simit, 
Though in Islam, he divorced her by an old Pagan custom: the formula was known as Zihar, and consisted 
of the words Thou art to me as the back of my mother”. This was held by Pagan custom to imply a divorcee 
and freed the husband from any responsibility for conjugal duties, but did not leave the wife free to leave 
the husband's home, or to contract a second marriage. Such a custom was in any case degrading to a woman. 
It was particularly hard on Khawlah, for she loved ber husband and pleaded chat she had little children who 
she had no resources herself to support and whom under Zsh@r her husband wasnot bound to support. She 
urged her plea to the Prophet and in prayer to Allah. Her just plea was accepted, and this iniquitous custom, 
based on false words, was abolished. See also n, 5670 to 53:4. 


5531. For He is a just Ged, and will not allow human customs or pretences to trample on the just rights 
of the weakest of His creatures. 


5352. See n. 5350 above. 


5555. Such words are false in fact and iniquitous, inasmuch as they are unfair to the wife and unseemly 
in decent society. 


5334. Cf 4:99 and 22:60. Were it not that Allah in His Mercy makes allowances for our weaknesses and 
the various grades of motives that actuate us, such conduct would be inexpiable. But He prescribes expiation 
as in the next verse, because He wishes to blot out what is wrong and give us a chance to reform by His forgivenc. 
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$. But those who divorce 
Their wives by Zihar, 
Then wish to go back*®** 
On the words they uttered — 
(It is ordained that 
Such a one) 
Should free a slave 


Before they touch each other: 


This are ye admonished 
To perform: and Allah is 
Well-acquainted with (all) 
That ye do. 


~ 4. And if any has not 
(The wherewithal), **** 
He should fast for 
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Spee > 


ede tal 


Two months consecutively ame ae 
Before they touch each other. ar ees 
But if any is unable lecs eos pal 


To do so, he should feed 
Sixty indigent ones.***’ 
This, that ye may show 
Your faith in Allah**** 
And His Messenger, 
Those are limits (set “One ** 55 
By) Allah. For those who ah aad 

Reject (Him), there is F G5 

A grievous Penalty.'*** - 6 Hours i 


hs le lee eae 


cals all paals 





5555. If Zihdr were to be ignored as if the words were never uttered, it would mean that men may foolishly 
fesort to it withous penalty. It is therefore recognised in respect of the penalty which the man incurs, but 
safeguards the wornan's rights, She can sue for maintenance for herself and her children, but her husband 
could not claim his conjugal! rights If it was a hasty act and he repented of it, he could not claim his conjugal 
rights until after the performance of his penalty as provided below. If she loved him, as in Khawlah’s case, 
the could also herself sue for conjugal rights in the legal sense of the term and compel her husband to perform 
the penalty and resume marital relations. 


5386, Cf 4:92, The penalty is: to get a slave his freedom, whether it is your own slave or you purchase 
his freedom from another; if that is not possible, to fast for two months consecutively (in the manner of the 
Ramadan fast); if that is not possible, to feed sixty poor, See next note. 


"5357. There is a great deal of learned argument among the jurists as to the precise requirements of Canon 
Law under the term “feeding” the indigent. For example, it is laid down that half a Sa‘ of wheat or a full 
Si‘ of dates or their equivalent in money would fulfil the requirements, a Sa‘ being a measure corresponding 
roughly to about 9 Ibs. of wheat in weight. Others hold that a Mudd measure equivalent to about 244 Ibs. 
would be sufficient. This would certainly be nearer the daily ration of a man. It is better to take the spirit 
of the text in its plain simplicity, and say that an indigent man should be given enough to eat for two meals 
aday. The sixty indigent ones fed for a day would be equivalent toa single individual fed for sixty days, or 
two for thirty days, and so on. But there is no need to go into minutiae tn such matters. 


5558. These penalties in the alternative are prescribed, that we may show our repentance and Faith and 
our renunciation of “iniquity and falsehood" (verse 2 above), whatever our circumsances may be. 


5589. It would seem that this refers to the spiritual Penalty in the Hereafter for not complying with the 
mall penalty here prescribed. The next verse would then refer to the bigger “humiliating Penalty” for “resistance” 
to Allah's Law generally. 
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5. Those who resist Allah 


And His Messenger will be 

Humbled to dust, as were 

Those before them: for We 

Have already sent down 

Clear Signs. And the 
Unbelievers 

(Will have) a humiliating 

Penalty, 


. On the Day that 

Allah will raise them 

All up (again) and show 

Them the truth (and 
meaning)***° 

Of their conduct. Allah has 

Reckoned its (value), though 

They may have forgotten it, 

For Allah is Witness 

To all things. 


Section 2. 


7. Seest thou not that 


Allah doth know (all) that is 

In the heavens and 

On earth? There is not 

A secret consultation 

Between three, but He 

Makes the fourth among 
them —*3*! 

Nor between five but 

He makes the sixth— 

Nor between fewer nor more, 

But He is with them, 

Wheresoever they be: 

In the end will He 

Tell them the truth 

Of their conduct, on the Day 


Of Judgement. For Allah 
Has full knowledge 


Of all things. 
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5340. This phrase, “Allah will cell them the truth of their deeds (or their doings or their conduct)” occun 
frequently. See 5:48, n. 762; 5-105, n. 811; 6:60; 9:94; etc. In this life there is a certain mist or illusion ip 
our spiritual sight. We see things from different angles and dispute about them; we hide real motives, and 
pretend to virtues which we do not possess; others may attribute such virtues to us, and we may come to believe 


it ourselves; we conceive likes and hatreds on grounds; we forget what we should remember, and 
remember what we should forget. Our vision, is narrow, and our values are false. On the Day of Account all 
this will be remedied. Not only will true values be restored. ve tac dinezerbeng eatin iS esgomer 
in our own lives, which we never saw before. 

55841. Secrecy is @ relative and limited term among ourselves. There is nothing hidden or unknown w 
Allah. Usually secrecy implies fear or distrust, plotting or wrongdoing. But all is open before Allah's sight. 
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8. Turnest thou not thy sight 


Towards those who were 
Forbidden. secret counsels**** 
Yet revert to that which 

They were forbidden (to do)? 
And they hold secret counsels 
Among themselves for iniquity 
And hostility, and disobedience 
To the Messenger. And when 
They come to thee, 

They salute thee, **** 

Not as Allah salutes thee, 
(But in crooked ways): 

And they say to themselves, 
“Why does not Allah 

Punish us for our words?’’*** 
Enough for them is Hell: 

In it will they burn, 

And evil is that destination! 
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When ye hold secret counsel, ee Syl yale ps SG 40) 


Do it not for iniquity 
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And hostility, and disobedience het ll Syl cs 
To the Messenger; but do it 


For righteousness and self- Sal WOR S Spel 

restraint;**** 4 ee Pa < oss Ae 
And fear Allah, to Whom Spor Pultes rir \y 
Ye shall be brought back. 


10. Secret. counsels are only 
(Inspired) by the Evil One, 


heh. Keil 





5342. When the Muslim Brotherhood was acquiring strength in MadYnah. and the forces of disruption 
were being discomfited in open fight against the Messenger of Righteousness, the wicked resorted to duplicity 
and secret intrigues, in which the ringleaders were the disaffected Jews and the Hypocrites, whose machinations 
have been frequently referred to in the Qur'an. E.g., see 2:8-16; and 4:142-145. 


5845. The salutation of Allah was (and is) “Peace!” But the enemies, who had not the courage to fight 
openly often twisted the words, and by using a word like Sam, which meant “Death!” or “Destruction!” instead 
of Salam! (Peace!), they thought they were secretly venting their spite and yet apparently using a polite form 
of salutation. Cf 2:104, and n. 107, where another similar trick is exposed. 


5344. The enemies derisively enjoyed their trick (see last note) according to their own perverted mentality. 
They asked blasphemously, “Why does not Allah punish us?’ The answer is given; there cf a Punishment, 
far greater than they imagine; it will come in good time; it will be the final Punishment after Judgement: 
it is delayed in order to give them a chance of repentance and reformation. 


5345. Ordinarily secrecy implies deeds of darkness, something which men have to hide; see the next verse. 
But there are good deeds which may be concerted and done in secret: ¢.g., charity, or the prevention of mishcief, 
or the defeat of the dark plots of evil. The determining factor is the motive. Is the man doing some wrong 
or venting his spite, or trying to disobey a lawful command? Or is he doing some good, which out of modesty 
or self-renunciation he does not want known, or is he in a righteous cause defeating the machinations of Evil, 
which may involve great sacrifice of himself? 
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In order that he may Beit Colt Fee 
Cause grief to the Believers; pen res load 
But he cannot harm them -% P 

In the least, except as**** aeeioiaig a 5 is 
Allah permits; and on Allah aA real aa AA 
Let the Believers PEN EE ail 5 


Put their trust. 


11. @ ye who believe! Sains, Rigeed O; 


When ye are told 


To make room --t D472 4 
In the assemblies, ***7 adi , 3\ ipa 
(Spread out and) make room: <i et crt if 
(Ample) room will Allah provide a 2 ee ipo 
For you. And when BBE SS 04 
Ye are told to rise up,**** eis if Asi a6 By 
Rise up: Allah will = Gene 5 
Raise up, to (suitable) ranks htc “il gt 
(And degrees), those of you © ooo (2 te Cry 
Who believe and who have yeu Asi Ip slivally 
Been granted Knowledge.**** gen wb Be 
And Allah is well-acquainted Do wLaraily 
With all ye do. 

12. ® ye who believe! Pein ite 
When ye consult Le beers! (Ae ap 
The Messenger in private,**** fe Slee Nns » 56 


Spend something in charity 





5346. Evil can harm no one who is good, except insofar as (1) there is some question of trial in Allah's 
Universal Plan, or (2) what appears to be harm may be real good. Nothing happens without Allah's will and 
permission. And we must always trust Him, and not our cleverness or any adventitious circumstances that 
draw us the least bit from the path of rectitude. 


5347. Even when a great man or a Leader comes into an Assembly, we are not to press forward without 
discipline, as it causes inconvenience to him and detriment to public business. Nor are we to shut out other 
people who have equal rights to be in the Assembly, We must spread out, for Allah's earth is spacious, and 
so are our opportunities. 


5348. Rising up is a mark of respect. Just as those who obcy soon become worthy of command, so those 
who honour where honour is due, become themselves worthy of honour, in various degrees according to their 
capacities, “Rise up” may also here imply: ‘when the Assembly is dismissed, do not loiter about’. 


5549, Faith makes all people equal i in the Kingdom of Allah, as regards the essentials of citizenship in 
the Kingdom. But there is leadership, and rank and degree, joined with greater or less erent and 
that depends on true knowledge and insight. (R). , 


5350 In the Kingdom of Allah all instruction or consultation is open and free, But human nature is 
weak. And people want special instruction or private consultation with the Teacher from one of several motives: 
(1) they may have, or think they have, a special case, which they are not willing to disclose to their brethren 
in general, (2) they may have some sense of delicacy or dignity, which can only be satisfied by a private interview; 
(3) they may even be selfish enough to want. to monopolise the Teacher's time, These motives are, in an ascending 
order, worth discouraging; and yet, considering the weakness of human nature, they cannot. be reprobated 
to the extent of shutting out their victims from chances of improvement. It is therefore recommended that 
they spend something in charity for the good of their poorer brethern before they indulge in such weaknesses, 
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Before your private consultation. te ae as adel 
That will be best for you, ane 5 BSE 
And most conducive te oe A = 
To purity (of conduct).**" bse 
But if ye find not $ ahr 2021 
(The wherewithal), Allah is raeeals “Ghai Sab 
Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

18. Is it that ye are Perrin §siz<3}- ao: 
Afraid of spending sums**** 
In charity before your Care ret ore 
Private consultation (with him)? Sy i SAM 
If, then, ye do not so, 4 "47 set Wes J td 
And Allah forgives you, OG, [las 55 
Then (at least) establish ene * 
Regular prayer; practise’ S58 apa al 
Regular charity; and obey > eat {- 
Allah and His Messenger. ail \yasdely 
And Allah is well-acquainted PIB. « 4c 
With all that ye do. SpA S Ail, 

SECTION 3. 

14. Turnest thou not iS if 
Thy attention to those**** 35 pens 2 © 
Who turn (in friendship) nV ott SSO OF 
To such as have the Wrath R - 
Of Allah upon them?*** ry 
They are neither of you Sci al 
Nor of them, and they Pa Ge ae a | Cae a 
Swear to falsehood knowingly. **** Oselenas LENE Gyles 





5351. The charity is a sort of expiation for their pardonable weakness. Having made some monetary sacrifice 
for their poorer brethren they could face them with less shame, and the charity would direct their attention 
tothe need for purifying their motives and conduct. At the same time, this special charity is not made obligatory, 
lest such persons should be shut out altogether from chances of the higher teaching on account of their pardonable 
foibles. 


5352. Note the plural here, Sadaga@t, instead of the singular, Sedagah in verse 12 above. While people 
with the foibles described in n. 5550 may be willing to spend “something” (small) in charity for a special 
consultation occasionally, they may be frightened of spending large sums when their needs for consultation 
may be numerous. What is to be done then? Are they to be shut out altogether? No. They are asked to be 
punctilious in the discharge of their normal duties of at least normal regular prayers and regular charity, “if 
Allah forgives you", #.¢., if Allah's Messenger relieves them of further special contributions such as those noted 
in verse 12. This condition, “if Allah forgives you", provides the safeguard against the abuse of the privilege. 
The messenger would know in each case what is best for the individual and for the community. 


5353. Zakah, which I have translated “regular charity”, was insticuted about A.H, 2. 


5554. This refers to the Hypocrites of Madinah who pretended to be in Islam but intrigued with the 
Jews. See references as given in n. 5342 above. 

5555. By this time the Jews of Madinah and the Jewish tribes around had become actively hostile to Islam, 
and were being sharply called to account for their treachery, 


5356. They knew that as Muslims their duty was to refrain from the intrigues of the enemies of Islam 
and to assist Islam against them. 
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15. Allah has prepared for them ity | ASI 
A severe Penalty: evil at Lining 
Indeed are their deeds. Silas ipbodc. 3 

16. They have made their oaths SA ees 
A screen (for their misdeeds): ) pecs ENe 3 
Thus they obstruct (men)***’ eri 7 zt 4-4 
From the Path of Allah: sil Seen e inal 
Therefore shall they have » Bec oe 
A humiliating Penalty. neolie mpl 

17. Of no profit whatever ost Cot ere 72 Fi 
To them, against Allah, Betis ot Gao © 
Will be their riches**** ids *e< (<2 ree iy; 
Nor their sons: cP 2 Pi Y; 
They will be Companions Sogbon pilex 
Of the Fire, to dwell Sih see ll tise {Ags 
Therein (for aye)! 

18. One Day will Allah ae paras 
Raise them all up nae (ee 2 @ 
(For Judgement): then ee Tae on s es 
Will they swear to Him™ aia 
As they swear to you: ome dete 
And they think that they “Se 
Have something (to stand upon). Plat 
No, indeed! they are SST eS 
But liars! 

19, The Evil One has a4 +4 fs ae 
-Got the better of them:**# 


So he has made them 2 a 
Of Allah. They are the Party you 
Of the Evil One. Truly, e oa 


It is the Party 





5557. A false man, by swearing that he is true, makes his falsehood all the more heinous, He stands in 
the way of other people accepting Truth. He gives a handle to the cynics and the sceptics. / 


5358. They may arrogantly boast of riches and alliances and followers in manpower. But what are such 
worldly advantages before the Throne of the Disposer of all events? They must come to utter misery. 


5359. When Judgement is established, and before they realise the Truth, they may think (as now) thar 
some oaths or excuses will save them. But they have not now— much less will they have then— any footing 
to stand upon. Falsehood is falsehood, and must perish. They must learn the worthlessness of their falsehood, 


5360. Man's original natufe as created by Allah is good (30:30, and n. 3541), It is because man, in spite 
of the warnings he has received, allows Evil co get the mastery over him, that man forgets Allah and the divine 
qualities which Allah gave him. The result of the perversion is that man becomes a partisan of Evil, and a 
such dooms himself to perdition (see also n. 5556). 
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20. Those who resist sAgassaNiaaps eG Wo} Oo: 
Allah and His Messenger Bip 
Will be among those Wiss a5 
Most humiliated.***! 

21. Allah has decreed: A ihr” 
“It is | and My messengers ai\ 7 
Who must prevail”: eas fh A TY 
For Allah is One aoe ner 
Full of strength, "Ae Gpare) 
Able to enforce His Will.*** ak 

22. Thou wilt not find Sy EEA yr Zy op 


Any people who believe 

In Allah and the Last Day, 
Loving those who resist 
Allah and His Messenger, 


pyily 5 IM, sil 
Se pester iene 


Even though they were fhe 
Their fathers or their sons,**** id ipa a 
Or their brothers, or were panes us 
Their kindred. For such Sask. 


He has written Faith*** 

In their hearts, and strengthened 
Them with a spirit®*** 

From Himself. And He 

Will admit them to Gardens 
Beneath which Rivers flow, 

To dwell therein (forever). 
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5361. There are various degrees of humiliation in the final state in the spiritual world. But the worst 
is the humiliation of being numbered among those who ignominiously attempted to resist the Irresistible. 


5362. For the meaning of Aziz, see n. 2818 to 22:40. 


5863. If anyone believes in Allah and His goodness and justice, and in the Hereafter, in which all true 
values will be restored he will never love evil or wrongdoing or rebellion against Allah, even if these things 
are found in_ his nearest kith and kin. 


5364. Faith in Allah is indelibly written on the tablets of their hearts and they can never be false to Allah. 


5365. Cf 2:87 and 253, where it is said that Allah strengthened the Prophet Jesus with the Holy Spirit. 
Here we learn that all good and righteous men are strengthened by Allah with the Holy Spirit. If anything, 
the phrase used here is stronger, “a spirit from Himself’. Whenever anyone offers his heart in faith and purity 
to Allah, Allah accepts it, engraves that Faith on the seeker's heart, and further fortifies him with the divine 
spirit, which we can no more define adequately than we can define in human language the nature and attributes 
of Allah. 
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With them, and they with Him.**** 
They are the Party®**’ 

Of Allah. Truly it is 

The Party of Allah that 

Will achieve Felicity. 
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5366. Again we have the doctrine of Allah's Good Pleasure as the highest goal of man, the spiritua) heaven 
which he achieves by a life of purity and faith. He not only attains Allah's Good Pleasure as the crown of 
his felicity, but his own nature is so far transformed to the pattern of Allah's origina! creation that his own 
Oh RP Nal GP SRI TEES ANOS AIT GUE PTFE 


man can attain. (R). 


5367. evtiia'ta-tevaithaticntb coisas Dsvbyiobichhe Bei Cive;/endneldned-in-vesee: 10 aboed:2hiee Dest deal 
will perish, but while it has its run in the scheme of the present world, the Party of Truth and Reality may 
be figuratively called the Party of Allah, even though all Creation is Allah's in another sense. 
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"t INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 59—AL HASHR 


This is the third of the series of ten short Madinah Siirahs, dealing each with a special 
point in the life of the Ummah; see Introduction to S. 57. The special theme here is how treachery 
to the Ummah on the part Of its enemies recoils on the enemies themselves, while it strengthens 
the bond between the different sections of the Ummah itself, and this is illustrated by the story 
of the expulsion of the Jewish tribe of Bani al Nadir in Rabi’ al Awwal, 4 AH. 


This fixes the date of the Surah. 


| Summary—The expulsion of the treacherous Jews from the neighbourhood of Madinah 

was smoothly accomplished: their reliance on their fortified positions and on the faith of their 
allies in treachery proved futile. But the internal bonds in the Ummah were strengthened. Such 
is the wisdom of Allah, Lord of the Most Beautiful Names. (59:1-24, and C. 238). 


4 ’ G, 238.—Allah’s wisdom foils the treachery of men, 
QREAS.) And makes the path smooth for Believers who strive’ 

Even against odds. Against Allah's decrees © 
All resistance is vain, In property taken 
From the enemy, let those in need have a share, 
And those who sacrifice their all for the Cause. 
But those who lend a helping hand 

In the hour of need do it for love 

And crave no reward, nor feel the least 

Envy or jealousy. They all rejoice 

That the Brotherhood should thrive. Not so 

The Hypocrites: they are false even among 

Themselves. Perdition is the end in ' 

Of all evil. But the Good and Faithful 

Will achieve felicity. Such is the power 

Of Truth and Allah's Revelation. Allah! 

There is no god but He!—the Good, 

The Glorious, the Irresistible! 

All Creation sings His praise — 

“ The Exalted in Might, the Wise! 
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5368. This verse, introducing the Sirah is identical with 57:1, introducing S. 57. The theme of both is 
the wonderful working of Allah's Plan and Providence. In the one case it referred to the conquest of Makkah 
and taught the lesson of humility. In this case it refers to the dislodgement of the treacherous Banii al Nadir 
from their nest of intrigue in the neighbourhood of Madinah, practically without a blow. See next note. 


5369. This refers to the Jewish tribe of Bani al Nadir whose intrigues and treachery nearly undid the 
Muslim cause during the perilous days of the battle of Uhud in Shawwal, A-H. 5. Four months after, in Rabi” 
al Awwal, A.H. 4. steps were taken against them. They were asked to leave the strategic position which they 
occupied, about three miles south of Madinah, endangering the very existence of the Ummah in Madinah. 
At first they demurred, relying on their fortresses and on their secret alliances with the Pagans of Makkah 
and the Hypocrites of Madinah. But when the Muslim army was gathered to punish them and actually besieged 
them for some days, their allies stirred not a finger in their aid, and they were wise enough to leave. Mow 
of them joined their brethren in Syria, which they were permitted to do, after being disarmed. Some of them 
joined their brethren in Khaybar: see n. $705 to $3:27. Bana al Nadtr richly deserved punishment, but their 
lives were spared, and they were allowed to carry away their goods and chattels. 


5370. That is, without actual hostilities, and the shedding of precious Muslim blood. 


5371. They had played a double game. Originally they were sworn allies of the Madinah Muslims under 
the Holy Prophet, but they secretly intrigued with the Makkah Pagans under Abi Sufyain and the Madinah 
Hypocrites. They even tried treacherously to take the life of the Prophet while he was on a visit to them, breaking 
both the laws of hospitality and their own sworn alliance. They thought the Pagan Quraysh of Makkah and 
the Hypocrites of Madinah would help them, but they did not help them. On the contrary the eleven day 
siege showed them their own helplessness. Their supplies were cut off: the exigencies of the siege necessitated 
the destruction of their outlying palm trees; and the unexpected turn in their fortunes disheartened them, 
Their hearts were struck with terror and they capitulated, But they laid waste their homes before they left: 
set next note 


They shall (certainly) have 
The Punishment of the Fire. 


. That is because they 
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Resisted Allah and His Messenger: 


And if anyone resists Allah,**’* 
Verily Allah is severe 
In Punishment. 


5. Whether ye cut down 

(O ye Muslims!) 

The tender palm trees, 

Or ye left them standing 
On their roots, it was**’* 
By leave of Allah, and 

In order that He might**’* 
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5372. Their lives were spared, and they were allowed ten days in which to remove themselves, their families, 
and such goods as they could carry. In order to leave no habitations for the Muslims they demolished their 
own houses and laid waste their property, to complete the destruction which the operations of war had already 
caused at the hands of the besieging force of the Muslims. 


5375. Banishment was a comparatively mild punishment for them, but the Providence of Allah had decreed 


that a chance should be given to them even though they were a treacherous foe. Within two years, their brethren 
the Bani Qurayzah showed that they had not profited by their example, and had to be dealt with in another 
way: see 33:26 and notes. 


$374. The punishment of Bani al Nadir was because in breaking their plighted word with the Messenger 


and in actively resisting Allah's Message and supporting the enemies of that Message, they rebelled against 
His Holy Will. For such treason and rebellion the punishment is severe, and yet in this case it was seasoned 
with Mercy. 


5375. The unnecessary cutting down of fruit trees or destruction of crops, or any wanton destruction 


whatever in war, is forbidden by the law and practice of Islam. But some destruction may be necessary for 


putting pressure on the enemy, and to that extent it is allowed. But as far as possible, consistently with chat 


am Pa RE en i Ba ii Both these principles are in accordance 
with the Divine Will, and were followed by the Muslims in their expedition. 


5376. The arrogance of Bani al Nad¥r had to be humbled, and their power for mischief destroyed. 
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And fear Allah; for Allah visit sae steps 


Is strict in Punishment. 





~~ 5377. Neither cavalry nor troops mounted on camels were employed in the siege, In fact the enemy 
surrendered at the first onset. See 59:2, and n, 5359 above. 


5878. Allah accomplishes His Purpose in various ways, according to His Wise and Holy Wil! and Plan, 
In some cases a fight is necessary. PE RAS MSN SPAREN, SEs een the forces of 
evil. without actual fighting. 


5379. The Jews had originally come from outside Arabia, and seized on the land near Madinah. They 
refused to adapt themselves to the peaple of Arabia, and were in fact a thorn in the side of the genuine Arabs 
of Madinah. Their dispossession is therefore a restoration of the land to its original people. But the word 
Fa’ is here understood in a technical sense, as meaning property abandoned by the enemy or taken from him 
without a formal war. In that sense it is distinguished from An/@l, or spoils, taken after actual fighting, about 
which see 8:1, 41 


5380. The people of the townships: the townships were the Jewish settlements round Madinah, of Bani al 
Nadir and possibly of other tribes. Cf the “townships” mentioned in 59:14 below. The reference cannot be 
to Wadi al Qura (Valley of Towns), now Mada’in Salih, which was subjugated after Khaybar and Fadak 
in A.H. 7, unless this verse is later than the rest of the Surah. 


5381. Belongs to Allah: .e., to Allah's Cause; and the beneficiaries are further detailed. No shares are 
fixed; they depend upon circumstances, and are left to the judgement of the Leader. Compare a similar list 
of those entitled to Charity, in 2:177, but the two lists refer to different circumstances and have differeat 
beneficiaries in addition to the portion common to both. 


5381-A. Alternatively these words may be translated: So take what the Messenger gives you, and refrain 
from what he prohibits you". [Eds.]. 
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Y. (Some part is due) 


To the indigent Muhajirs,*** 

Those who were expelled 

From their homes and their 

property, 

While seeking Grace from Allah 

And (His) Good Pleasure, 

And aiding Allah and His 
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Such are indeed 

The sincere ones — 
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5382. The MuAapirs are those who forsook their homes and property in Makkah in order to assist the 
Holy Prophet in his migration to Madinah (Hiyrah). Their devotion and sincerity w were proved beyond doubt 
‘by their self-denial, and they were now to be rewarded. 


_ 5885, This refers to the Ansar (the Helpers), the people of Madinah, who accepted Islam when it was 
persecuted in Makkah, and who invited the Holy Prophet to join them and become their Leader in Madinah. 
The Hijrah was possible because of their good will and their generous hospitality, They entertained the Prophet 
and all the refugees (MuAdyrrs) who came with him, The most remarkable ties of full brotherhood were established 
between individual, members of the one group and the other, Until the Ummah got its own resources, the 
Helpers regularly gave and the Refugees regularly received, The Helpers counted it,a privilege to entertain 
the Refugees, and, even the poor vied with the rich in their spirit of self-sacrifice. When the confiscated land 
and property of the Bani Nadir was divided, and the major portion was assigned to the refugees, there was 
not the least jealousy on the part of the Helpers. They rejoiced in the good fortune of their brethren, And 
incidentally they were themselves relieved of anxiety and responsibility on cheir behalf. 


5384. Those that came after them, the immediate meaning would refer co later arrivals in Madinah or 
later accessions to Islam, compared with the early MuAdyers. But the general meaning would include all future 
comers into the House of Islam. They pray, not.only for chemselves, but for all their brethren, and above 
all, they pray that their hearts may, be purified of any desire or tendency to disparage the work or virtues 
of other Muslims or to feel any jealousy on account of their successes or good fortune. 
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5385. Cf 7:43, and n. 1021. 


5386. The Jews of Ban al Nadir had been assured by the Hypocrites of Madinah of their support to 
their cause. They had thought that their defection’from the Prophet's Cause would so weaken that cause that 
they would save their friends, But they never intended to undertake any act involving self-sacrifice on their 
part; if they had helped their Jewish friends, it was not likely that they would have succeeded; and if they 
had actually gone to the fight, they had neither valour nor fervour to support them, and they would have 
fed ignominiously before the discipline, earnestness, and Faith of the men of Islam. 


5387. For this actually happened. They never stirred a finger for the Jews, and they never intended to 
do so. And Allah knows all their motives and secrets: cf 47:26, n. 4850. 


5588. All hopes founded on iniquity and treachery are vain and illusory. There may be honour among 
thieves, But there is no honour as between dishonest intriguers, and they are not likely to get any real help 
from any quarter. 
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“p389. Béing Utibélievers they fear you more than they fear Allah, because your valour they see, but 
in Allah they do not believe, An alternative construction would yield the meaning: "Ve Muslims, even if 
ve are weak numerically, or they may have other seeming adivantages, ye are really stronger than they 
are, because they have a wholesome fear in the minds, and’ Allah sends such fear inte the hearts of 


wrongdoers!” (R) 


5390. They have not sufficient self-confidence or elan to sustain them in a fight except under material 
advantages or defences. Even if they join forces, they have not sufficient trust in each other to expose themselves 
w open fighting. 


539). ‘It may be that they have a strong fighting spirit among themselves, but they have no Cause to 
fight for and no common objective to achieve. The Makkan Pagans want to keep their own unjust autocracy; 
the Madinah Hypocrites wish for their own domination in Madinah; and the Jews want their racial superiority 
established over the Arabs, of whose growing union and power they are jealous” Their pretended alliance could 
ohh Re ATT Ba OL RR Te 8 oe 
of Unity, Faith, and Truth. 


5992. The immediate reference was probably to the Jewish goldsmith tribe of Band Qaynuga’’, who were 
also settled in a fortified township near Mad¥nah. They were also punished and banished for their treachery, 
about a month after the battle of Badr, in which the Makkan Pagans had suffered a signal defeat, in Shawwill, 
AH. 2 Band al Nadir evidently did not take that lesson to heart. The general meaning is that we must learn 
to be on our guard against the consequences of treachery and sin. saindapecapongicr tie: yexdipoonalirsrsadiewny 
of iniquity will save us. 
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5393. An apt simile. Evil tempts man in all sorts of ways, and presents seductive promises and alliances 
to delude him into the belief that he will be saved from the consequences, The Evil One says, “Deny Allah’) 
which means not merely denial in words, but denial in acts — disobedience of Allah's Law, deviation from the 
path of rectitude. When the sinner gets well into the mire, the Evil One says cynically: “How can I help you 
against Allah? Don't you see | am afraid of Him? All our alliances and understandings were moonshine. You 
must bear the consequences of your own folly.” 


5594. The “fear of Allah” is akin to love; for it means the fear of offending Him or doing anything wrong 
that will forfeit His Good Pleasure. This is Taqwa, which implies self-restraint, guarding ourselves from all 
sin, wrong, and injustice, and the positive doing of good, See 2:2, and n. 26. 


5395. The positive side of Taqwa or “fear of Allah” (see last note) is here emphasised, It is not merely 
a feeling or an emotion: it is an act, a doing of things which become a preparation and provision for the 
Hereafter — the next life, which may be described as “the morrow” in relation to the present Life, which is “today” 


5395-A. The repetition emphasises both sides of Taqwé: “let your soul fear to do wrong and let it do 
every act of righteousness; for Allah observes both your inner motives and your acts, and in His scheme of 
things everything will have its due. consequences.” 


5396, To forget Allah is to forget the only Eternal Reality, As we are only reflected realities, how can 
we understand or do justice to or remember ourselves, when we forget the very source of our being? (R). 
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He, Most Gracious, Pemee eae. 
Most Merciful. malo» 
23. Allah is He, than Whom “5 fe —- Kescees 
There is no other god —**! AIST (eat der) 
The Sovereign, the Holy One, BRE & PAR Fue 
The Source of Peace . og tad) | 


(and Perfection), 





. 5397. The others, the Companions of the Fire, will find their lives wasted and nullified, Their capacities 
will be rendered inert and. their wishes will end in futility, 

$398. There are two ideas associated in men's minds with a mountain? one is its height, and the other 
that it is rocky, stony, hard. Now comes the metaphor, The Revelation of Allah is so sublime that even the 
highest mountains humble themselves before it. The Revelation is so powerful and convincing that even the 
hard rock splits asunder under it. Will man then be so arrogant as to consider himself superior to it, or so 
hardhearted as not to be affected by its powerful Message? The answer is “No” for unspoilt man; “Yes” for 
man when degraded by sin to be the vilest of creatures. 

5399. Cf 7:145, and n, L105, where, im the story of Moses, the Mount became as dust “when the Lord 
manifested His Glory” Also cf 33:72, and n. 3778, where the mountains are mentioned as an emblem of 
sability, but as refusing to accept the Trust (Am@nah) because they felt themselves to be too humble to be 
equal to such a tremendous Trust. (R). 

5400. Here follows a passage of great sublimity, summing up the attributes of Allah. In this verse, we 
have the general attributes, which give us the fundamental basis on which we can form some idea of Allah. 
We start with the proposition that there is nothing else like Him. We think of His Unity: all the varying and 
conflicting forces in Creation are controlled by Him and look to Him, and we can never get a true idea of 
Him unless we understand the meaning of Unity. His knowledge extends to everything seen and unseen, present 
and future, near and far, in being and not in being: in fact these contrasts, which apply to our knowledge, 
do not apply to Him, His Grace and His Mercy are unbounded: see 1:1, and n. 19; and unless we realise these, 
we can have no true conception of our position in the working of His Will and. Plan. (R). 

5401. This phrase is repeated from the last verse in order to lead us to the contemplation of some other 
attributes of Allah, after we have realised chose which form our fundamental conceptions of Allah. See the 
preceding and the following note 
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5402, How can a translator reproduce the sublimity and the comprehensiveness of the magnificient Arabic 
words, which mean so much in a single symbol? (1) “The Sovereign” in our human language implies the one 
undisputed authority which is entitled to give commands and to receive obedience, and which in fact receives 
obedience; the power which enforces law and justice. (2) Human authority may be misused, but in the title 
“the Holy One" we postulate a Being free from all stain or evil, and replete with the highest Purity. (3) “Salam” 
has not only the idea of Peace as opposed to Conflict, but wholeness as opposed to defects: hence our paraphrase 
“Source of Peace and Perfection”. (4) Mi'min, one who entertains Faith, who gives Faith to others, who is 
never false to the Faith that others place in him; hence our paraphrase “Guardian of Faith’. (5) “Preserver 
of Safety": guarding all from danger, corruption, loss, etc.: the word is used for the Qur'lin in 5:48. These 
are the attributes of kindness and benevolence: in the next note are described the attributes of power. 


5403. See last note. (6) Allah is ‘not only good, but He can carry out His Will. (7) And if anything resists 
or opposes Him, His Will prevails. (8) For He is Supreme, above all things and creatures. Thus we come back 
to the Unity with which we began in verse 22. 

5404. Such being Allah's attributes of Goodness and Power, how foolish is it of men to worship anything 
¢lse but Him? Who can approach His glory and goodness? 


5405. Allah's attributes of Goodness and Power having been referred to, we are now told of His creative 
energy, of which three aspects are here mentioned, as explained in the following note. The point is emphasised 
that He does not merely create and leave alone; He goes on fashioning, evolving new forms and colours, and 
sustaining all the energies and capacities which He has put into His Creation, according to various laws which 
He has established. 


5406. The act or acts of creation have various aspects, and the various words used in this connection 
are summarised in n. 120 to 2:117, as supplemented by n-. 916 to 6:94 and n. 923 to 6:98. KAalaga is the 
general term for creation, and the Author of all Creation is KAadlig. Bara‘a implies a process of evolving from 
previously created matter or state: the Author of this process is Barr) the Evolver. Sewwara implies giving definite 
form or colour, so as to make a thing exactly suited to a given end or object: hence the title Musawwir, Bestower 
of Forms or Colours: for this shows the completion of the visible stage of creation. 


5407, Cf 7;:180, nm. 1154; and 17;:110,.n, 2822, 


5408. Thus the argument of the Surah is rounded off on the same note as was struck at the beginning, 
59:1. The first verse and the last verse of the Sirah are the same, except as regards the tense of the verb sabbaha 
In the first verse it is the optative form of the preterite sabbaha: ‘let everything declare the Glory of Allah’ 
After the illustrations given, the declaratory form of the aorist is appropriate, yusabbihu: “everything doth 
declare the Glory of Allah’. 
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INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 60—AL MUMTAHINAH 


This is the fourth of the ten Madinah Sirahs, each dealing with a special point in the 
life of the Ummah. 


Here the point is: what social relations are possible with the Unbelievers? A distinction 
is made between those who persecute you for your Faith and want to destroy you and your Faith, 
and those who.have shown no such rancour. For the latter there is hope of mercy and forgiveness. 
The question of women and cross-marriages is equitably dealt with. 


The date is after the Pagans had broken the treaty of Hudaybiyah, for which see Introduction 
to S. 47—say about A, H., 8, not long before the conquest of Makkah. 


Summary—The enemies of your Faith, who would exterminate you and your Faith, are 
not fit objects of your love: follow Abraham's example; but with those Unbelievers who show no 
rancour, you should deal with kindness and justice: marriages between Believers and Unbelievers. 
(60:1.18, and C. 239). 


C, 239.— What social relations should you hold 

(60:1-13.) With men whose hearts are filled with rancour— 
Who hate both Allah and men of, God? 
Surely you cannot offer love and friendship 
To such as seck to destroy your Faith, 
And you. Seek protection for you and yours 
From Allah and not from Allah's sworn enemies. 
But deal kindly and justly with all: it may be 
That those who hate you now may love you: 
For Allah can order al) things. But look not 
For protection to those who are bent on driving 
You out. Let not believing women ’ 
Be handed over to Unbelievers: 
No marriage tie is lawful between them, 
When women wish to join your society, 
Take their assurance that they yield not 
To sin or unbeseeming conduct. 
Take every care to keep your society 
Free and pure, and self-contained. 
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Sirah 60. 
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In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, SNK 3f ‘ 
: Most Merciful. hentia pemmenai: 
1. © ye who believe! 
Take not My enemies 
And yours as friends | 
(Or protectors)— offering them**®* 
(Your) love, even though 
They have rejected the Truth 
That has come to you, 
And have (on the contrary) 
Driven out the Messenger 
And yourselves (from your 
homes), 
(Simply) because ye believe 
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5409. The immediate occasion for this was a secret letter sent by one Hatib, a Muhdjir, from Madinah, 
to the Pagans at Makkah, in most friendly terms, seeking for their protection on behalf of his children and 
relatives left behind in Makkah. The letter was intercepted, and he confessed the truth. He was forgiven as 
he told the truth and his motive did not appear to be heinous, but this instruction was given for future guidance. 
This was shortly before the conquest of Makkah, but the principle is of universal application. You cannot 
be on terms of secret intimacy with the enemies of your Faith and people, who are persecuting your Faith 
and seeking to destroy your Faith and you. You may not do so even for the sake of your relatives as it compromises 
the life and existence of your whole community. 

5410. Such was the position of the Muslim community in Madinah after the Hijrah and before the conquest 
of Makkah. 

5411, Besides the question of your fidelity to your own people, even your own selfish interests require you 
to beware of secret intrigues with the enemies. They will welcome you as cat's paws. But what will happen 
when they have used you and got the better of you and your people? Then they will show you their hand. 
And a heavy hand it will be! Not only will they injure you with their hands but with their tongues! The only 
words they will use for you will be “Traitors to their own"! If they intrigue with you now, it is to pervert you 
from the Path of Truth and righteousness and to win you over to their evil ways. 
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They would behave to you 

As enemies, and stretch forth 
Their hands and their tongues 
Against you for evil; 

And they desire that ye 
Should reject the Truth. 


. Of no profit to you**? 
Will be your relatives 

And your children 

On the Day of Judgement: 
He will ju between you: 
For Allah sees well 

All that ye do. 
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An excellent example (to follow) 
In Abraham and those with 
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When they said 

To their people: 

“We are clear of you 
And of whatever ye worship 
Besides Allah: we have rejected 
You, and there has arisen, 
Between us and you, enmity*** 
And hatred forever — unless 

Ye believe in Allah 

And Him alone”: 

But not when Abraham 

Said to his father: 

“T will pray for forgiveness*** 
For thee, though I have 

No power (to get) aught 

On thy behalf from Allah.” 
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5412, The plea of children and relatives (see n. 5409 above) will be no excuse for treachery when the 
Day of Judgement comes. Your children and family will not save you. The Judgement will be in the hands 
of Allah, and He has full knowledge of all your overt and hidden acts and motives. 


5415. See 9:114, Abraham was tender-hearted, and loyal to his father and his people. He warned them 
against idolatry and sim, and prayed for his father, but when his father and his people became open enemies 
of Allah, Abraham entirely dissociated himself from them, and left his home, his father, his people, and his 
country. Those utth him were his believing wife and nephew Lit and any other Believers that went into exile 
with him, 


$414. The enemies of Allah are enemies of the righteous, and they hate the righteous. Therefore the righteous 
must cut themselves off eternally from them, unless they repent and come back to Allah, In that case they 
receive Allah's mercy and are entitled to all the rights of love and brotherhood. This shows that our detestation 
is for evil, not for men as such so long as there is a chance for repentance. See also verse 7 below. But we 
must give no chance to Evil for working evil on our Brotherhood at any time. 


5415. Refer again to 9:114, n. 1365;.and n. 5413 above. Abraham's conduct is not condemned: it was 
aspecial case, and is not to be imitated by weaker men, who may fall into sin by thinking too much of sinners, 
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5416. This prayer indicates what our attitude should be. We must trust to Allah, and not to Allah's enemies 
to protect and befriend ourselves, our families, or those near and dear to us, 


5417. In n. 1198 to 8:25, I have explained the shades of meaning in the word Fitnah. In 2:102 Hirit 
and Miartit were a trial to test the righteous who trusted in Allah from the unrighteous who resorted to evil 
and superstition. Here the prayer to Allah is that we should be saved from becoming so weak as to tempt 
the Unbelievers to try to attack and destroy us. 


5418. In them: te, in their attitude of prayer and reliance on Allah, and of dissociation from evil. 


5419. If anyone rejects Allah's Message or Law, the loss is his own. It is not Allah Who needs him or 
his worship or his sacrifice or his praise. Allah is independent of all wants, and His attributes are inherently 
deserving of all praise, whether the wicked give such praise or not, in word or deed 


5420. Apparent religious hatred or enmity or persecution may be due to ignorance or over-zeal in a soul, 
which Allah will forgive and use eventually in His service, as happened in the case of “Umar, who was a different 
man before and after his conversion. As stated in n. 5414 above, we should hate evil, bur not men as such. 
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5421. Even with Unbelievers, unless they are rampant and out to destroy us and our Faith, we should 
deal kindly and equitably, as is shown by our Holy Prophet's own example. 


5422. Under the treaty of HudaybTyah [see Introduction to S. 48, paragraph 4, condition (3)]; women 
under guardianship (including married women), who fled from the Quraysh in Makkah to the Prophet's protection 
at Madinah were to be sent back. But before this Ayah was issued, the Quraysh had already broken the treaty, 
and some instruction was necessary as to what the MadYnah Muslims should do in those circumstances, Muslim 
women married to Pagan husbands in Makkah were oppressed for their Faith, and some of them came to 
Madinah as refugees. After this, they were not to be returned to the custody of their Pagan husbands at Makkah, 
as the marriage of believing women with non-Muslims was held to be dissolved if the husbands did not accept 
Islam. But in order 4o give no suspicion to’ the Pagans that they were badly treated as they lost the dower 
they had given on marraige, that dower was to be repaid to the husbands. Thus helpless women refugees were 
to be protected: at the cost of the Muslims. 


5425. The condition was that they should be Muslim women. How were the Muslims to know? A non- 
Muslim woman, in order to escape from her lawful guardians in Makkah, might pretend that she was a Muslim. 
The true state of her mind and heart would be known to Allah alone. But if the Muslims, on an examination 
of the woman, found that she professed Islam, she was to have protection. The examination would be directed 
(among other things) to the points mentioned in verse 12 below, 
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5424. As the marriage was held to be dissolved (see n- 5422 above), there was no bar to the remarriage 
of the refugee Muslim woman with a Muslim man on the payment of the usual dower to her. 


5425. Unbelieving women in a Muslim society would only be a clog and a handicap. There would be 
neither happiness for them, nor could they conduce in any way to the healthy life of the society in which 
they lived as aliens. They were to be sent away, as their marriage was held to be dissolved; and the dowen 
paid to them were to be demanded from the guardians to whom they were sent back, just as in the contrary 
case the dowers of believing worhen were to be paid back to their Pagan ex-husbands (n. 5422 above), 


5426. A very unlikely contingency, considering how much better position the women occupied in Islam 
than under Pagan custom. But all contingencies have to be provided for equitably in legislation. If a woman 
went over to the Pagans, her dower would be recoverable from the Pagans and payable to the deserted husband. 
If a woman came over from the Pagans, her dower would be payable to the Pagans. Assuming that the two 
dowers were equal, the one would be set off against the other as between the two communities; but within 
the communities the deserted individual would be compensated by the individual who gains a wife. If the 
dowers were unequal, the balance would be recoverable as between the communities, and the adjustment would 
then be made as between the individuals. In practice the common Fund compensated the deserted husband 
in anticipation of any necessary adjustments. 
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3. ® ye who believe! 
Turn not (for friendship) 
To people on whom 
Is the Wrath of Allah.**** 
Of the Hereafter they are 
Already in despair, just as 





5427. Now come directions as to the points on which women entering Islam should pledge themselves. 
Similar points apply to men, but here the question is about women, and especially such as were likely, in 
those carly days of Islam, to come from Pagan society into Muslim society in the conditions discussed in notes 
5422 and 5425 above. A pledge on these points would search out their real motives; (1) to worship none but 
Allah; (2) not to steal: (5) not to indulge in sex outside the marriage tie; (4) not to commit infanticide; (the 
Pagan Arabs were prone to female infanticide); (5) not to indulge in slander or scandal; and (6) generally, 
to obey loyally the law and principles of Islam. The last was a comprehensive and sufficient phrase, but it 
was good to indicate also the special points to which attention was to be directed in those special circumstances. 
Obedience was, of course, to be in all things just and reasonable: Islam requires strict discipline but not slavishness. 
(R). 


5427-A. “That they will not utter slander, intentionally forging falsehood”: Literally, “ . nor produce 
any lie that they have devised between their hands and feet” These words mean that they should not falsely 
aitribute the paternity of their illegitimate children to their lawful husbands thereby adding to the monstrosity 
of their original sin of infidelity. [Eds.}. 


5428. If pledges are sincerely given for future conduct, admission to Islam is open. If there is anything 

in the past, for which, there is, evidence of sincere repentance, forgiveness is to be prayed for. Allah forgives 
in such cases; how can man refuse to give such cases a real chance? 
_ 5429. So we come back to the theme with which we started in this SGrah: that we should not turn for 
friendship and intimacy to those who break Allah's Law and are outlaws in Allah's Kingdom. The various 
phases of this question, and the legitimate qualifications, have already been mentioned, and the argument 
is here rounded off. Cf. also 58:14, 
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5450. The Unbelievers, who do not believe in a Future Life, can therefore have no hope beyond this life. 
Miserable indeed is this life co them; for the ills of this life are real co'them, and they can have no hope of 
redress. But such is also the state of others — People of the Book or not—who wallow in sin and incur the divine 
Wrath. Even if they believe in a Future Life, ican only be to them a life of horror, punishment, and despair. 
For those of Faith the prospect is different. They may suffer in chis life, but this life to them is only a fleeting 
shadow that will soon pass away. The Reality is beyond; there will be full redress in the Beyond, and Achievement 
and Felicity such as they can scarcely conceive of in the terms of this life. 











Intro. to Surah 61 1459 


INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 61—AL SAFF 


This is the fifth Surah of the series of short Madinah Strahs beginning with S. 57. Its 
subject matter is the need of discipline, practical work, and self-sacrifice in the cause of the Ummah. 
Its date is uncertain, but it was probably shortly after the battle of Uhud, which was fought in 
Shawwal, A. H. 5. 


Summary —Allah’s Glory shines through all Creation: but what discipline can you show 
to back your words with action? What lessons can you learn from the stories of Moses and Jesus? 
Help the Cause, and Allah's help will come with glorious results (61:1-14, and C, 240). 


C. 240. —Allah's glory shines through all the universe, 
(61:1-14.) What deeds of unity and discipline, 
Of love and righteousness, have you 
To show in conduct? Or do you 
Only mock and insult the messengers 
As they did of old? Nay, trust in Allah 
And strive your utmost in His Cause. 
Little have you to give, but glorious 
Is the reward that Allah will give you— 
Now and in the Eternal Life to come! 
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5431. This verse is identical with 59:1. The latter illustrated the theme of the wonderful working of Allah 
providence in defeating the wiles of His enemies. Here the same theme is illustrated by showing the need of 
unshaken discipline if we are to receive the help of Allah. 


5452. At Ubud there was some disobedience and therefore breach of discipline. People had talked much, 
but had failed to back up their resolution in words with firmness in action. See n. 442 to $:121. But on all 
eccasions when men's deeds are not commensurate with their words, their conduct is odious in the sight of 
Allah, and it is only due to Allah's Mercy if they are saved from disaster. 


5433. A battle array, in which a large number of men stand, march, or hold together against assault 
as if they were a solid wall, is a striking example of order, discipline, cohesion, and courage. A solid cemented 
structure is even a better simile than the usual “solid wall” as che “structure” or building implies a more diversified 
organisation held together in unity and strength, each part contributing strength in its own way, and the whole 
held together not like a mass but like a living organism. Cf also 37:1 and n. 405). 


454. The people of Moses often rebelled agains: him, vexed his spirit, and insulted him. See 55:69, 

. 5774, and (in the Old Testament) Num 12:1-15. They did it not through ignorance, but from a selfish, 
a and rebellious spirit, for which they received punishment. The Ummah of Islam should remember 
and take note of it, and should avoid any deviation from the Law and Will of Allah. 
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5455. The sinner’s own will deviates, ie, goes off from the right way, and he does wrong. That means 
that he shuts off Allah's grace. Allah then, after the sinner's repeated rebellion, withdraws the protecting Grace 
from him, and the sinner's heart is tainted: there is “ a disease in his heart", which is the centre of his being: 
his spiritual state is ruined, Allah's guidance is withdrawn from him. 


5436. The mission of Jesus was to his own people, the Jews. Cf Matt, 10:5-6. See also Matt. 15:24: "I 
am not sent but to the lost sheep of Israel;" also Matt. 15:26: “It is not meet to take the children’s bread, 
and to cast it to the dogs.” 


5437, Cf Mate 5:17. 


5438. "Ahmad", or "Muhammad", the Praised One, is almost a translation of the Greek word Periclytos. 
In the present Gospel of John, 14:16, 15:26, and 16:7, the word "Comforter" in the English version is for the 
Greek word “Paracletos", which means "Advocate", "one called to the help of another, a kind friend", rather 
than "Comforter". Our doctors contend that Paracletos is a corrupt reading for Periclytos, and that in their 
original saying of Jesus there was a prophecy of our Holy Prophet Ahmad by name. Even if we read Paracelete, 
it would apply to the Holy Prophet, who is “a Mercy for all creatures’ (21:107) and "most kind and merciful 
to the Believers” (9:128). See also n. 416 to 3:81. 


5489. Our Holy Prophet was foretold in many ways; and when he came, he showed forth many Clear 
Signs, for his whole life from beginning to end was one vast miracle. He fought and won against odds. Without 
learning from men he taught the highest wisdom. He melted hearts that were hard, and he strengthened hearts 
that were tender and required support. In all his sayings and doings men of discernment could see the working 
of Allah's hand; yet the ignorant Unbelievers called it all Sorcery!—called that unreal which became the most 
solid fact of human history! 


5440. Ic is wrong in any case to uphold falsehoods and debasing superstitions, but it is doubly wrong 
when these are put forward in rivalry or opposition to the light of eternal Unity and Harmony which is Islam. 
See C, 7-11, Allah sends His guidance freely, but withdraws His Grace from those who wilfully do wrong. 
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5441. Allah’s Light is unquenchable, A foolish, ignorant person who thinks of extinguishing it is like a 
rustic who wants to blow out electric light as he might blow out a rush candle! With therr-mouths also implies 
the babble and cackle of Ignorance against Allah's Truth, The more the foolish ones try to quench Allah 
Light, the clearer it shines, to shame them! 


5442. Over all religion: in the singular: not over al! other religions, in the plural, There is really only 
one true Religion, the Message of Allah, submission to the Will of Allah: this is called Islam. It was the religion 
preached by Moses and Jesus; it was the religion of Abraham, Noah, and all the prophets, by whatever name 
it may be called. If people corrupt that pure light, and call their religions by different names, we must bear 
with them, and we may allow the names for convenience. But Truth must prevail over all. See also 9:35, n. 
1290, and 48:28, n, 4912, 


5443. Tijarah: bargain, trade, traffic, transaction: something given or done, in return for something which 
we desire to get. What we give or do on our part is described in verse 1] below, and what we get is described 
in verse 12. It is truly a wonderful bargain: what we are asked to give is so little; what we are promised in 
return is so much. There comes Allah's unbounded Bounty and Munificence. Gf. also 9:111, where the bargain 
is stated in another way. , i? 
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5444. It would indeed be a great and wonderful bargain to give so little and get so much, if we only 
knew and understood the comparative value of things —the sacrifice of our fleeting advantages for forgivencss, 
the love of Allah, and eternal bliss. 


5445, The supreme Achievement has already been mentioned, vz. ; the Gardens of Ecernity in the Presence 
of Allah. But lest that seem too remote or abstract for the understanding of men not spiritually advanced, 
another type or symbol or metaphor is mentioned which the men who first heard this Message could at once 
understand and appreciate—‘which ye do love”: wiz.» Help and Victory. For all striving in a righteous Cause 
we get Allah's help: and however much the odds against us may be, we are sure of victory with Allah's help, 
But all life is w striving or struggle— the spiritual life even more than any other; and the final victory there 
is the same as the Garden of Exernity. 


5446. If we seek Allah's help, we must first help Allah's Cause, i.¢., dedicate ourselves to Him entirely 
and without reserve. This was also the teaching of Jesus, as mentioned in this verse. As found in the New 
Texamemt, the metaphor used is that of the Cross. “Then said Jesus to his disciples, if any man will come 
after me, Jet him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.” (Matt. 16:24), 


5447. See 3:52, and n. 392; and for the Biblical reference, see the last note. The names of the twelve 
Disciples will be found in Matt. 10:2-4. 
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And they became ~ ft ae, 
The ones that prevailed.*** Enablnccl 


5448. A portion of the Children of Israel —the one that really cared for the Truth — believed in Jesus and 
followed his guidance, But the greater portion of them were hard hearted, and remained in their beaten track 
of formalism and false racial pride. The majority seemed at first to have the upper hand when they thought 
they had crucified Jesus and killed his Message. But they were soon brought to their senses. Jerusalem was 
destroyed by Titus in A.C. 70 and the Jews have been scattered ever since. “The Wandering Jew" has become 
a byword in many literatures. On the other hand, those who followed Jesus permeated the Roman Empire, 
brought many new races within their circle, and through the Roman Empire, Christianity became the 
predominant religion of the world until the advent of Islam. So is it promised to the people of Islam: they 
must prevail if they adhere to the Truth. Badr (A.H. 2) was a landmark against Pagan Arabia: Qadisiyah 
(A.H, 14) and Mad3'in (A.H. 16) against the might of Persia: Yarmiik (A.H. 15) against the might of the 
Byzantine Empire in Christian Syria; and Heliopolis (A.H. 19) against the same Empire in Christian Egypt 
and Africa. These were symbols in external events. The moral and spiritual landmarks are less tangible, and 
more gradual, but none the less real. Mark how the arrogance and power of Priesthood have been quelled; 
how superstition and belief in blind Fate have been checked; how the freedom of human individuals has been 
reconciled with the sanctity of marriage in the Law of Divorce, how the civil position of women has been raised; 
how temperance and sobriety have been identified with religion; what impetus has been given to knowledge 
and experimental science; and how economic reconstruction has been pioneered by rational schemes for the 
expenditure and distribution of wealth. 
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INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 62—AL JUMUAH 


This is the sixth Sirah in the Madinah series of short Stirahs which began with S, 57, 


The special theme here is the need for mutual contact in the Community for worship and 
understanding: for the spirit of the Message is for all, ignorant and learned, in order that they 
may be purified and may learn wisdom. 


The date has no special significance: it may be placed in the early Madinah period, say 
between A.H. 2 and 3. 


Summary—The Revelation has come among unlearned men, to teach purity and wisdom 
not only to them but to others, including those who may have an older Message but do not understand 
it; meet solemnly for the Assembly (Friday) Prayer, and let not worldly interests deflect you therefrom. 
(62:1-11, and C.. 241), 


C. 241,— Allah's care for His creatures is universal. 
(62;1-11) His Revelation is for all—ignorant 
And lowly as well as learned and high-placed — 
Now and forever. None can arrogantly 
‘Claim exclusive possession of Allah's gifts: 
If they do, search their hearts within, and you 
Will find them afraid of Death and Judgement, 
Men of Faith! On the Day of Assembly, 
When you hear the call, hasten earnestly 
To answer it: leave off business, and join 
In common worship and devotion. Then 
You may disperse about your ordinary business, 
But remember the Praises of Allah always: 
It is He alone that can provide 
For your évery need, and His gifts are best. 
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5449. See n. 5408 to 59°24, where I have explained the difference in signification between sabbaha and 
yusabbihu. The latter form is used here to express an actual fact. “Everything declares the Praises and Glory 
of Allah, because Allah's mercies extend to all His creatures: He sends His Revelation for the benefit of the 
ignorant and unlettered as well as for those who have Icarning intheir-midst, especially as the latter are apt, 
by the very weight of their ponderous learning, to miss the real point and spirit of Allah's Message, 





5450. See 59:25, and n. 5402. Here we have two of the divine attributes repeated from 59:25 and two 
from the end of 59:24. implying a reminiscence of all the beautiful divine attributes mentioned in that passage 


5451. The Unlettered: as applied to a people, it refers to the Arabs, in comparison with the People of 
the Book, who had a longer tradition of learning, but whose failure is referred to in verse 5 below. As applied 
to individuals, it means that Allah's Revelation is for the benefit of all men, whether they have worldly learning 
or not 


5452. His Signs Allah's wonderful Signs in His Creation and in His ordering of the world. It may include 
the Verses of the Qur'dn, but they are more specifically referred to as “Scripture” in the next line but one 


5453. Cf 2:129, and n. 129, Read again the attributes in the last verse, Allah is full Sovereign, and therefore 
cares for all His subjects, including the meanest and most ignorant, and sends His prophets or messengers 
to them. He is the Holy One, and therefore purifies and sanctifies those who were steeped in superstition and 
wickedness, He is Exalted in Power, and therefore He can confer all these blessings on the most unlikely people 
(verse 3), and no one can stay His hand. He is wise, and therefore He instructs in wisdom, both through written 
Scriptures, and in other ways, ¢.g., by means of a knowledge of life and its laws, and an understanding of 
His wonderful universe, 


5454, Previous ignorance or error is no bar to a person or nation receiving the blessings of Allah's revelation, 
provided such person or nation has the will to come to Allah and the capacity to bear His Message. For an 
instance of incapacity through arrogance, see yerse 6 below, For some remarks on the Arabs as vehicles of 
the new Light, see. C, 12-15. 
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5455, Others of them: refers to other persons or peoples who may be ignorant, #¢., other than those 
among whom the Holy Prophet came as a messenger. In other words his Message is for his Arab people and 
bis non-Arab contemporaries as well as those who live in other ages, and have no personal contact with him 
or his Companions. 


§456. That is, according to His wise Will and Plan, and also as a resule of His unbounded generosity to all. 


» 5457. The Children of Israel were chosen as special vehicles for Allah's Message early in history. When 
their descendants corrupted the Message and became guilty of all abominations against which prophets like 
taiah inveighed with such zeal and fire, they merely became like beasts of burden chat carry learning and 
widom on their backs but do not understand or profit by it. 


3458. Standing on fudatsm is a very different thing from following the Law and Will of Allah. An arrogant 
claim to be a chosen people, to be the exclusive pomessors of divine teaching, to be exempt from any 
for breaches of the divine law, (cf 2:88), is presumptuous blasphemy. It may be Judaism, but it is not in the 
spirit of Moses, 
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5459. Cf. 2:94-96. If they claimed to be special friends of Allah, why do they not cagerly desire death, 
which would bring them nearer to Allah? But of all people, they are the most tenacious of this life and the 
good things of this life! And they know that their grasping selfish lives have run up a score of sin against them, 
which will meet its recompense. 


5460. Before Allah's Judgement Seat, when Judgement is established, we shall see the full inwardnes 
of all deeds in this world. The veil of lusion and delusion will be torn off. All our secret motives will be 
laid bare. The results of all our little plots and plans and their reactions on our spiritual and eternal welfare 
will be clearly visible to us. All make-believe will disappear. ‘ 


5461. Friday, is primarily the Day of Asyembly, the weekly meeting of the Congregation, when we show 
our unity by sharing in common public worship, preceded by a Khutbah, in which the Imam (or Leader} 
reviews the week's spiritual life of the Community and offers advice and exhortation on holy living. Notice 
the gradations of social contact for Muslims if they followed the wise ordinances of their Faith. (1) Each individual 
remembers Allah for himself or herself five or more times eveyday in the home or place of business, or local 
mosque, or open air, as the case may be. (2) On Friday in every week there is a local meeting in the central 
mosque of each local centre—it may be a village, or town, or ward of a big city. (3) At the two ‘Ids every 
year, there is a large local area meeting in one centre. (4) Once at Jeast in a lifetime; where possible, a Muslim 
shares in the vast international assemblage of the world, in the centre of Islam, at the Makkan Pilgrimage 
A happy combination of decentralisation and centralisation, of individual liberty and collective meeting, and 
contact at various stages or grades. The mechanical part of this ordinance is easy to carry out. Are we carrying 
out the more difficult part?— the spirit of unity, brotherhood, mutual consultation, pipe mre: 
and action? (R). 
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5462, The idea behind the Muslim weekly “Day of Assembly” is different from that behind the Jewish 
Sabbath (Saturday) or the Christian Sunday, The Jewish Sabbath is primarily a commemoration of Allah's 
ending His work and resting on the seventh day (Gen. 2:2; Exod, 20:11): we are taught that Allah needs no 
test, nor does He feel fatigue (2:255). The Jewish command forbids work on that day but says nothing about 
worship or prayer (Exod, 20:10); our ordinance lays chief stress on the remembrance of Allah, Jewish formalism 
went so far as co kill the spirit of the sabbath, and call forth the protest of Jesus; "the sabbath was made 
for man, and not man for the sabbath" (Mark, 2:27), But the Christian Church, although it has changed 
the day from Saturday to Sunday, has inherited the Jewish spirit: witness the Scottish Sabbath; except insofar 
w it has been secularised. Our teaching says; ‘When the time for Jumu@A Prayer comes, close your business 
and answer the summons loyally and earnestly, meet earnestly, pray, consult and learn by social contact: when 
the meeting is over, scatter and go about your business’ 


5468. The immediate and temporal worldly gain may be the ultimate and spiritual loss, and wice versa. 


5464. Prosperity is not to be measured by wealth or worldly gains. There is a higher prosperity —the health 
of the mind and the spirit. 


5465. Do not be distracted by the craze for amusement or gain. If you lead a righteous and sober life, 
Allah will provide for you in all senses, better than any provision you can possibly think of. 
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INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 63—AL MUNAFIQUN | 


This is the seventh of the ten short Madinah Sirahs dealing with a special feature in the 
social life of the Brotherhood. 


The special feature here dealt with is the wiles and mischief of the Hypocrite element in 
any community, and the need of guarding against it and against the temptation it throws in the 
wep ote Believers. 


The battle of Uhud (Shawwal A.H. 3) unmasked the Hypocrites in Madinah: see $:167, 
and n, 476, This Sirah may be referred to some time after that event, say about 4 A.H. or possibly 
5 AH. if the words reported in verse 8 were uttered in the expedition against the Banii Mustalig, 
AH. 5. (See n. 5475 below). 


SSihudhay > alse isk the oaths of the Hypocrites: they only seek selfish ends: Believers should 
Seep foe Cause (63:1-11, and C. 242), 


~ C242. — The oaths of Hypocrites are a screen 

 {63:1-11.) For their misdeeds. They think they deceive 
With their fair exteriors and plausible talk, 
But their minds are impervious to the real Truth. 
They may plot to withhold from men of God 
Such things of this world as they may command; 
They may plot to expel and persecute the righteous; 
They may call them ill names and slight them. 
But to Allah belong the treasures of the heavens 
And the earth, and He will bestow according 
To His wise and universal Plan. Let not 
The world's foolish craze divert the Believers 
From the service of Allah—from good deeds and Charity. 
Now is the time: all vain will be 
Your pleas and your regrets when the shadow 
Of Death cuts off your last chance of Repentance! 
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Sirah 63. 


” Al Munafigiin (The Hypocrites) 
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fs the name of Allah, Most Gracious, 
Most Merciful. 


1) Bien the Hypocrites*** 
Come to thee, they say, 
“We bear witness that thou 
Art indeed the Messenger 
Of Allah.” Yea, Allah 
Knoweth that thou art 
Indeed His Messenger, 

And Allah beareth witness 
That the Hypocrites are 
Indeed deceitful, 


_ 2. They have made their oaths***’ 
A screen (for their misdeeds): 
Thus they obstruct (men) 
From the Path of Allah: 

Truly evil are their deeds. 


we 


. That is because they believed, 


Then they rejected Faith: 
So a seal was set**** 

On their hearts: therefore 
They understand not. 


4. When thou lookest weit $503 rhe dd wesiG a 
At them, their exteriors**** 5 

5466. The hypocrite element, if one exists in any society, is a source of weakness and a danger to its health 
and its very existence. When the Holy Prophet came to Madinah in Hijrah, his arrival was welcome to all 
the patriotic citizens: it not only united them in common life and healed their old differences, but it brought 
honour and light to them in the person of the greatest living Teacher of Truth. But there were some baser 
elements filled with envy. Such hopes as they had entertained of attaining power and leadership by playing 
on the animosities of the factions were now dashed to the ground. They now began to work underground. 
For fear of the majority they dared not oppose the new growing Brotherhood of Righteousness. They tried 
to undermine it by intriguing secretly with its enemies and swearing openly its loyalty to the Holy Prophet. 
They were thoroughly unmasked and discredited at the battle of Uhud, See 5:167, and n. 476. 





5467. Cf 58:16 and n. 5357. When they say that Muhammad is the Prophet of Allah, it is Allah's own 
truth: but what is in their hearts? Nothing but falsehood. 


5468. Cf 2:7. Their double-dealing has fogged their understanding. In Arabic the heart is taken to be 
the seat of understanding as well as of affection. 


5469. The Hypocrites at all times are plausible people, and so were the Hypocrites of Madinah. They 
present « fine exterior; they dress well; they can usually afford fine equipages; they try to win the confidence 
of everyone, as they have no scruples in telling lies, and apparently expressing agreement with everyone. Their 
words are fair-spoken, and as truth does not check their tongues, their flattery and deception know no bounds. 
Bur al) this is on the outside. As they have no sincerity, nothing that they say or do is worth anything. 
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5470. Good timber is strong in itself and can support roofs and buildings, Hollow timber is useless, and 
has to be propped up against other things, The Hypocrites are like rotten timber. They have no firm character 
themselves, and for others they are unsafe props to rely upon. 


5471. Their conscience always troubles them, If any cry is raised, they immediately get alarmed, and 
think it is against themselves, Such men. are worse than open enemies, 

5472. Even hypocrisy like other sins can be forgiven by repentance and amendment, provided there is 
a will and earnest desire to turn from evil and seek the Grace of Allah. In this case there was none. 


5473, The stiff-necked rejecters of Allah's Truth have made a wide gulf between themselves and Allah's 
Grace. No prayer for them will help them. In the attitude of rebellion and transgression they cannot obtain 
Allah's forgiveness. 


5474. The Muhajrriin, who had come to be with the Holy Prophet.in Madinah in exile, were received, 
helped, entertained by the Ansar (Helpers). The Hypocrites in Madinah did not like this, and tried in underhand 
ways to dissuade the good folk of Madinah from doing all they could for the exiles, But their tricks did not 
succeed, The small Muslim community grew from strength to strength until they were able two stand on their 
own resources and greatly to augment the resources of their hosts as well, It is goodness that produces strength 
and prosperity, and Allah holds the keys of the treasures of man’s well-being, It is not for Allah's enemies 
to dole out or withhold the unbounded treasures of Allah. 
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9. ® ye who believe! 
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The loss is their own.**7¢ 
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5475. Words of this import were spoken by ‘Abd Allah Ibn Ubayy, the leader of the Madinah Hypocrites 
to or about the Exiles, in the course of the expedition against the Bani Mustaliq in the fourth or fifth year 
of the Hijrah. He had hopes of leadership which were disappointed by the coming to MadYnah of a man 
far greater than he. So he arrogated to himself and his clique the title of “the more honourable (element)" 
and slightingly spoke of the Emigrants as the “meaner” element that had intruded from outside. 


5476. Riches and human resources of all kinds are but fleeting sources of enjoyment. They should not 
turn away the good man from his devotion to Allah. “Remembrance of Allah” includes every act of service 
and goodness, every kind thought and kind deed, for this is the service and sacrifice which Allah requires 
of us. If we fail in this, the loss is our own, not anyone else's: for it stunts our own spiritual growth. 


5477. “Substance” or “Sustenance”, in every sense, literal and metaphorical. Whatever good we enjoy comes 
from Allah, and it is our duty to use some of it in the service of others, for that is Charity and the service 
of Allah. Every unselfish act is Charity, And we must not postpone our good resolutions to the fucure. Death 
may come suddenly on us, and we cannot then be allowed to plead for more time. Every present moment 
calls urgently for its good deed 
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INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 64-—AL TAGHABUN.... 


This is the eighth of the short Madinah Sirahs, each dealing with a special aspect of the 
life of the Community. 


The special aspect spoken 6f here is the mutual gsin and low of Good and Evil, contrasted 
in this life and in the Hereafter 


It is an early Madinah Sirah, of the year | of the Hijrah or possibly even of the Makkan 
period just before the Hijrah. (See n. 5494 below). 


Summary—Both the Unbelievers and the Believers were created by the One True God, 
Who created all and knows all: why should Unbelief and Evil exult in worldly gain when their 
loss will be as manifest in the Hereafter as will be the gains of the Believers? (64:1-18, and C. 2453). 


C. 2483.— The self-same God created all men. 

(64:1-18.) If some do good and others evil, 
And ye wonder how the good do suffer 
And the evil thrive, remember the Final — 
Goal, when true adjustments will 
Be made. The Gainers here will be 
The Losers there, and the Losers Gainers. 
Some of this exchange you will see 
Even here, in this life, for Unbelievers 
Who deny the Hereafter; but in the Hereafter, 
Full account and true adjustment 
Of good and ill will follow before 
The Judgement Seat: nay, Good will get 
More than its full reward: for Allah 
Is Bounteous, Merciful, Mighty, Wise. 
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MTS. Cf 62:1, and on. HG. All chings by their very existence proclaim the Glory and the Praises of Allah. 
He has dominion over all things, but He uses His dominion for just and praiseworthy ends, He has power 
over all things: therefore He can combine justice with mercy, and His Plan and Purpose cannot be frusraind 
by che existence of Evil along with Good in His Kingdom, 

BAGO. Te is noe that He does not eee Rebellion and Evil, nor char He cannot punish them, He creaed 
all things pure and good, and if evil crept in be the grant of a limited free will by Him, it is moe wnforcier, 
it is in Hie wise and universal Plan, for giving man a chance of rising higher and ever higher 

B48). Cf 4004, anden, HH) also Tel ond 9. 996, In addinen to the beauty and grandeur of ali God) 
rake him at hia best to the position of Allah weqgerent on earth. “Beautiful” aleo inchodes the idea of “adapord 
to the emda for whch they were created” 

S482. The fal Goal: not only of mankind, trot of all things created, whether material or in the rai 
of ideas and eveno. All things retarnte Allah: aethey derive their origin from Hien, eo ia the return or destinacen 
of all af them to Allah. 


—— 
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And He knows what*** alte 2 4 ar i555 
Ye conceal and what ar 93 pleas 

Ye reveal; yea, Allah 5 Lie cee 
Knows well the (secrets) 2aablol ele 2 a 


Of (all) hearts, 


_ 5. Flas not the story 5 sora 


ached you, of those 


Who rejected Faith aforetime? Bet od tae? Fe 
So they tasted the evil fs dace! de 
Result of their conduct;**** wit 3% Z 

And they had allie Neh As ANIA 

A grievous Penalty. 

6. That was because there | es Ka, Os arp 
Came to them messengers B) ters <, 
With Clear Signs, Last nd tas o— 12 
But they said: Ze Late cogil 
“Shall (mere) human beings**** ee site A AG 
Direct us?” So they rejected 
(The Message) and turned away. Ke KAR 
But Allah can do without (them): 

And Allah is**** Sc “~%tel" 
Free of all needs, al ge) 
Worthy of all praise. Bo r 3 sf (5 


7, The Lnbelicvers think bac < hte Sere 
Thiet /dney- aril not be Ko Jol Sculls 
Raised up (for Judgement).***’ 
Say: “Yea, by my Lord, Seok, S 
Ye shall surely be Baus 





5485. Not only does He create and develop and sustain all things; but all thoughts, motives, feelings, 
ideas, and events are known to Him. Therefore we must not imagine that, if some evil seems to go unpunished, 
itis not known to Him or has escaped His notice. His Plan is wise and good in its fullest compass: sometimes 
we do not see its wisdom and goodness because we see only a broken fragment of it, as our own Pega 
ip narrow: 


5484. “The evil result of their conduct” begins to manifest itself in this very life, either in external events, 
orin internal restlessness and agonies of conscience. But its culminating force will be seen in the “grievous 
Penalty” of the Hereafter. 


5485. This is referred to in a more expanded form in 14:9-11. 


5486. Their obedience is not necessary to Allah; nor will their rejection of Truth affect the validity of 
Truth or injure the progress of Truth. Allah is free of all needs or dependence on any circumstance whatever 
He sends His Message for the good of mankind, and it is man who suffers by ignoring, rejecting, or opposing it. 


5487. In other words, they think that there is no future life, and no responsibility for our actions beyond 
what we see in the present life. If chat were true, all the profits of fraud and roguery, which remain unpunished 
in this world— and many do remain unpunished in this world—will remain with the wicked; and all the losses 
and pain suffered by integrity and righteousness, if they find no compensation in this life, will never find any 
compensation, This would be an odd result in a world of justice. We are taught that this is not true—that 
it is certain that the balance will be redressed in a better future world; that there will be a resurrection of 
what we call the dead; and that on that occasion the full import of all we did will be made plain to us, and 
our moral and spiritual responsibility will be fully enforced. 
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Raised up: then shall ye 
Be told (the truth) of 

All that ye did. 

And that is easy for Allah.” 


. Believe, therefore, in Allah 


And His Messenger, and 

In the Light which We**** 
Have sent down. And Allah 
Is well-acquainted | 

With all that ye do. 


. The Day that He assembles 


You (all) for a Day 

Of Assembly—that will be 

A day of mutual loss**** 

And gain (among you). 

And those who believe 

In Allah and work righeousness — 
He will remove from them**** 
Their ill, and He will admit 
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10. But those who reject Faith 
And treat Our Signs 
As falsehoods, they will be 
Companions of the Fire, 


To dwell therein for aye: doahosihesduclnins sh <0 cae 
And evil is that Goal. Kel 1 





5488. The Light which We have sent down: £.¢., the light of Revelation, the light of conscience, the light 
of reason, and every kind of crue light by which we may know Allah and His Will. ae 
such lights, it is fully known to Allah, 


5489. The Day of Judgement will truly be “a Day of Mutual Loss and Gain’, as the title of this Sirah 
indicates, Men who thought they were laying up riches will find themselves paupers in the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Men who thought they were acquiring good by wrongdoing will find their efforts were wasted; 18:104. On 
the other hand the meek and lowly of this life will acquire greater dignity and honour in the next; the despised 
ones doing good here will be the accepted ones there; the persecuted righteous will be in eternal happinem 
The two classes will as it were change their relative positions. 


5490. Remove from them thetr dls. The ills may be sins, faults, mistakes, or evil tendencies; Allah wil 

of His grace cover them up, and blot out the account against them; or they may be sorrows, sufferings, o 
disappointements: Allah may even change the evil of such persons into good, their apparent calamities inte 
opportunities for spiritual advancement; 25:70. This is because of their sincere Faith as evidenced by their 
repentance and amendment. ‘ 
ie 


5491. “Gardens” the symbol of the highest Bliss, see 2:25, n. 44; 13:35; 47:15. (R). 
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) SECTION 2. 
i. sats of calamity ; PATO 
By the leave of Allah: loa 2 
_ And if anyone believes**** ‘i Y Sach banwas 
~~ In Allah, (Allah) guides his Be bat ¥ 
__ Heart (aright): for Allah ne 
; i -* 4 * 
¢ mtg ter of 
12, So obey Allah, and % aera, 1 icustt a ate 
AS Ws eoleaghe bot if _, SPM pba 
5 Ye turn back, the duty - Dns 44 -Epe4 Ber nh 
- Of Our Messenger is but ’ yo delish JS ~b 
To proclaim (the Message)**”* A ATA ST 
Clearly and openly. . = au 
‘18, Allah! There is no god gp iguy) Le 
But He: and on Allah, Pale I &ep 


Ss Therefore;-let ‘the: Believers PAINE icles 5 65 


Put their trust. 


14. ® ye who believe! ¥cA 
_ Truly, among your wives SI) ait » 
~ And your children are (some pe = mt 55 

That are) enemies to**** bly n 

Yourselves: so beware foe es sea A 
» Of them! But if ye 

Forgive and overlook,**** Fe pete net 4 Lasials 

And cover up (their faults), 3 

, 1 1 <M” ~ at ae 
_. Verily Allah is ee gab al Zh 


Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 





5492. What we consider calamities may be blessings in disguise. Pain in the body is often a signal of 
something wrong, which we can cure by remedial measures, So in the moral and spiritual world, we should 
in all circumstances hold firmly to the faith that nothing happens without Allah's knowledge and leave; and 
therefore there must be some justice and wisdom according to His great universal Plan. Our duty is to find 
oat our own shortcomings and remedy them. lf we try to do so in all sincerity of heart. Allah will give us guidance. 


ts 


5495, The Messenger comes to guide and teach, not to force and compel. The Messenger's teaching is 
clear and unambiguous, and it is open and free to all. Cf also 5:92. 
an! 


"$494. In some cases the demand of families, i¢ , wife and children may conflict with a man's moral and 
spiritual convictions and duties. In such cases he must guard against the abandonment of his convictions, 
duties, and ideals to their requests or desires, But he must not treat them harshly, He must make reasonable 
provision for them, and if they persist in opposing his clear duties and convictions, he must forgive them and 
‘Rot expose them to shame or ridicule, while at the same time holding on to his clear duty. Such cases occurred 
en Ima PER. AS EARP ADL GAP A NICE 
aes their families murmured, but all came right in the end. 


, owt 


5495. For the different words for "forgiveness" see n. 110 to 2:109. 
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15. Your riches and your children 
May be but a trial:**** 
But in the Presence of Allah 
Is the highest Reward. 





















16. So fear Allah***’ 
As much as ye can; 
Listen and obey; 
And spend in charity 
For the benefit of 
Your own souls.**** 
And those saved from 


The covetousness of their own ee 
Souls—they are the ones A estees Ai 
Tliat achieve prosperity. Sopdet 

17. If ye loan to Allah***° Bee, 
A beautiful loan, He \%50) O 
Will double it to Ke eg 


Your (credit), and He 

Will grant you Forgiveness: 
For Allah is most Ready 
To appreciate (service),"*" 


Most Forbearing— 


ne oe 
SS IAS © 


5496. Children may be a trial in many senses: (1) their different ways of looking at things may cause 
you to réflect, and to tarn to the highest things of eternal importance; (2) their relationship with you and 
with each other may confront you with problems far more complicated than those in separate individual lives, 
and thus become a test of your own strength of character and sense of responsibility; ($) their conflict with 
your ideals (see nm. $494 above) may vex your spirit, but may at the same time search out your fidelity to Allah, 
and (4) their affection for you and your affection for them, may be a source of strength for you if it is pure, 
just as it may be a danger if it is based on selfish or unworthy motives. So also riches and worldly goods have 
their advantages as well as dangers. 


5497. Fear Allah combined with as much as you can obviously means: “lead lives of self-restraint and 
righteousness”: the usual meaning of TaqaW: see n. 26 to 2:2. 


5498. Charity is meant to help and do good to other people who need it. But it has the highest subjective 
value for the person who gives it. Like mercy “it blesseth him that gives and him that takes” It purifies the 
giver'’s soul: the affection that he pours out is for his own spiritual benefit and progress. Cf Coleridge: “He 

is i ileal pp nein oad Hip fon: the, Canes Sid he, lavath we, Who weieaag 
loveth all’ 


5499. Cf 59:9. Our worst enemy is within ourselves — the grasping selfishness which would deprive othen 
of their just rights or seize things which do not properly belong to it. If we can get over this covetous selfishness, 
we achieve real Prosperity in justice and truth, 


5500. Cf 2-245 and n. 276. Our Charity or Love is called 2 loan to Allah, which not only increases our 
credit account manifold, but obtains for us the forgiveness of our sins, and the Capacky for tncressed series 
in the furure. 


18. Knower of what is hidden 
And what is open, 


5501. Cf 14:5, n. 1877; and 55:50, n. $919, Allah's appreciation of our service or our Lest quis Sexi 
than its intrinsic merits or its specific expression on our side. His reward is beyond our deserts, and pamse 
over our defects. He judges by our motives, which He can read through and through; see next verse. 





Surah 64: Al Taghabun 1481 Aaa Alacle 


Exalted in Might, SOT “i 
Full of Wisdom.*** QF 


5502. Allah's Appreciation and Forbearing Kindness can reach so far beyond our merits, because (1) His 
eniversal knowledge comprehends hidden motives, which others cannot see in us; (2) His power is so great 
that He can afford to reward even the unworthy; and (3) His Wisdom is so great that He can turn even our 
weakness into our strength. 


Intro. to Siirah 65 1482 


INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 65—AL TALAQ 


This is the ninth of the ten short Madinah Siirahs dealing with the social life of the 
Community. The aspect dealt with here is Divorce, and the necessity of precautions to guard against 
its abuse, The relations of the sexes are an important factor in the social life of the Community, 
and this and the following Sirah deal with certain aspects of it. “Of all things permitted by Law’, 
said the Prophet, “divorce is the most hatefu! in the sight of Allah”. (Abi Dawid, Sunan, 15. 
3). While the sanctity of marriage is the essential basis of family life, the incompatibility of individuals 
and the weaknesses of human nature require certain outlets and safeguards if that sanctity is not 
to be made into a fetish at the expense of human life. That is why the question of Divorce is 
in this Sirah linked with the question of insolemt impiety and its punishment. 


The date is somewhere about A.H. 6, but the chronology has no significance. 


Summary — Provision to be made for women in case of Divorce; insolent impiety always 
leads to punishment (65:1-12, and C. 244). 


C. 244.—Guard well your truth and pure integrity 
(65:1-12,.) In sex relations. Keep the tie 

Of marriage sacred; but where it must 
Be dissolved, use all precautions to ensure 
Justice to the weaker party and protect 
The interests of unborn or newborn lives 
As well as social decency; and close not 
To the last the door of reconciliation. 
Allah's Laws must be obeyed; ‘tis man's 
Own loss if he is deaf to the Voice 
Which teaches him, or blind to the Light 
Which guides him. Allah's universe 
Of beauty and wonder stands strong in wisdom: 
Let man but tune himself thereto. 


Sirah 65. 
Al Talaq (Divorce) 


In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, 


Most Merciful. 


1. © Prophet!*** When ye 


Do divorce women,**** 
Divorce them at their 
Prescribed periods, **** 

And count (accurately) 

Their prescribed periods: 

And fear Allah your Lord:**° 
And turn them not out 

Of their houses, nor shall 
They (themselves) leave,**°’ 
Except in case they are 
Guilty of some open lewdness, 
Those are limits 

Set by Allah: and any 

Who transgresses the limits 
Of Allah, does verily 

Wrong his (own) soul: 

Thou knowest not if 
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5503. Note that in the first instance the Prophet is himself addressed individually, as the Teacher and 


fepresentative of the Community. Then the actual directions: “when ye _, "": are addressed to the Community 


collectively, 


5504. “Of all things permitted by law, Divorce is the most hateful in the sight of Allah”: see Introduction 
to this SUrah. The general directions and limitations of Divorce may be studied in 2;228.252, 256-257, 241, 
and notes; also 4:35. 


5505. ‘Iddah, as a technical term in divorce law, is explained in n. 254 to 2:228. Its general meaning 
is "a prescribed period”: in that general sense it is used in 2:185 for a prescribed period of fasting. 


5506. The prescribed period (see last note) is in the interests of the wife, of the husband, of an unborn 
child (if there is any), and of sex laws in nature, and therefore the elementary dictates of refined human society. 
In English Law the six months interval between the decree nist and the decree absolute in divorce attains 
the same purpose in a round-about way. The Commentators suggest that the divorce should not be pronounced 
during the courses, Read with 2:222, this implies chat any incipient differences between husband and wife 
should not be forced to an issue at a time when sex js least attractive and almost repulsive, Everything should 
be done to strengthen the social and spiritual aspects of marriage and keep down stray impulses of anima! 
instinct, The parties are to think seriously in a mood of piety, keeping the fear of Allah in their minds. 


5507. As Islam treats che married woman as a full juristic personality in every sense of the term, a married 
woman has a right, in the married state, to a house or apartment of her own. And a house or apartment 
implies the reasonable expenses for its upkeep and for her own and her children's maintenance. And this is 
obligatory not only in the married state, but during the Yddah, which is necessarily a most trying period for 
the woman. During this period she must not only not be turned out, but it is not decent for her to leave 
of ber own accord, lest the chances of reconciliation should be diminished: see the next note. 
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Bring about thereafter “4. A he 
Some new situation.**** if Paaisan og 
2. Thus when they fulfil sae" mann 
Either take them back 3 bsp <4 ‘i 
On equitable terms*** eae 
Or part with them por % iA 
On equitable terms; iis > 53 |b 
Two persons from among you, me +32 Saves 
Endued with justice, aya hs eo £ 
And establish the evidence**” rou yet 
(As) before Allah. Such 5g bes A 
Is the admonition given rte 
To him who believes . ae oe 
In Allah and the Last Day. af 
And for those who fear fl Lab ob 
Allah, He (ever) prepares**" ot er a ote i Ge ve 
A way out, aul georty 
3. And He provides for him De LG Rare Sheer 
From (sources) he never CAVES Ys 497) © 
Could imagine. And if “sse--f~ “+ 44 
Anyone puts his trust TA nmmom 5g 8 48 ERE 
In Allah, sufficient is (Allah) ete 
For him. For Allah will Syallt ps ail 


Surely accomplish His purpose:*** 





5508. A reconciliation is posible, and is indeed recommended at every stage. The first serious differences 
between the parties are to be submitted to a family council on which both sides are represented (4:35); divorce 
is not to be pronounced when mutual physical attraction is at an ebb (n. 5506); when it is pronounced, there 
should be a period of probationary waiting; dower has to be paid and due provision has to be made for many 
things on equitable terms; every facility has to be given for reconciliation till the last moment, and impediments 
are provided against hasty impulse leading to rupture, Thou knowest not if perchance Allah will bring about 
thereafter some new stuation. 


5509. Cf 2:25). Everything should be done fairly and squarely, and all interests should be safeguarded. 


r 
5510. Publicity and the establishment of proper evidence ensure that no one will act unjustly or selfishly. 
All should remember that these are matters of serious import, affecting our most intimate lives, and therefore 
our position in the spiritual kingdom. 


5511. In these very delicate and difficult matters, the wisdom of jurists provides a less satisfactory solution 
than a sincere desire to be just and true, which is described as the “fear of Allah" Where such a desire exists, 
Allah often provides « solution in the most unexpected ways or from the most unexpected quarters; ¢.g.. the 
worst enemies may be reconciled. or the cry or the smile of an infant baby may heal seemingly irreparable 
injuries or unite hearts seemingly alienated forever. And Faith ts followed at once by a psychological feeling 
of rest for the troubled spirit. 


5512. Our anger and our impatience have to be curbed. Our friends and our mates or associates may 
seem to us ever so weak and unreasonable, and the circumstances may be ever so disheartening; yet we must 
trust in Allah. How can we measure our own weakness or perhaps blindness? He knows all. His universal Purpose 
is always good. His Will must be accomplished, and we should wish for its accomplishment, pen euleannes 
the universe observes a due, just, and perfect proportion. 
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Verily, for all things 
Has Allah appointed 
A due proportion. 


4 Such of your women 
As have passed the age 
Of monthly courses, for them 
The prescribed period, if ye 
Have any doubts, is 
Three months, and for those 
Who have no courses 
(It is the same):**¥ 
For those who carry 
(Life within their wombs), 
Their period is until 
They deliver their burdens: 
And for those who 
Fear Allah, He will 
Make their path easy.**'* 


5. That is the Command 
Of Allah, which He 
Has sent down to you: 
And if-anyone fears Allah, 
He will remove his ills**'* 
From him, and will enlarge 
His reward. 


6. ts the women live 
In tddah) in the same 
Style as ye live, 
According to your means: 
Annoy them not, so as 
To restrict them.*** 
And if they carry (life 
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5513. Cf 2:228. For normal women, the Yddah is the three monthly courses after separation: if there 
are no courses or if the courses are.in doubt, it is three calendar months. By that time it will be clear whether 
there is pregnancy: if there is, the waiting period is still after delivery (see also 2:254), 


5514. Cf n. 5511 above. If there is a true and sincere desire to obey the Will of Allah and do right the 
difficulties will vanish, and these delicate matters will be settled for the greatest happiness of all. 


5515. Allah's ordinance is nothing arbitrary, It is to help us, and to lead us on to our highest good, temporal 
and spiritual. If we obey Allah, His wisdom will not only solve our difficulties, but it will remove other ills 
that we may have, subjective and objective, Like a good shepherd, He will lead us on to more and more luscious 
pastures. With each step higher, our position becomes more and more sure and our reward more and more 


precious. 


5516, Cfon. 5507 above. A selfish man, because he has divorced his-wife, may, in the probationary period 
before the divorce becomes absolute, treat her with cantumely, and while giving ber residence and maintenance, 
may 80 restrict it as to make her life miserable. This is forbidden. She must be provided on the same scale 
as he is, according to his status in life. There is still hope of reconciliation, and if not, yet the parting must 


be honourable. 
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In their wombs), then**"” Si Grt Auk 
Spend (your substance) on them one \,avl 
Until they deliver Darter rex $7 
Their burden: and if Ota mee 
They suckle your (offspring), Za shes see burer 
Give them their recompense: “ai ANiasGS SAAN 
And take mutual counsel + Dit Z 
Together, according to Bie SE 2 FP! 
What is just and reasonable. es 
And if ye find yourselves**"* ae oot oe we 
In difficulties, let another ce Soc ete 
Woman. suckle (the child) pe 9 A 
On the (father’s) behalf.*** sali 
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Spend according to fon Ct dau 99 Gad FO: 
His means: and the man BES nor BL 
Whose resources are restricted, WAS Ae Ader 
Let him spend according Pe ee 
To what Allah has: given him. Pri POCA ee el 
Allah puts no burden TS RD 
On any person beyond GSD Y) Cai ay 
What He has given him. 
After a difficulty, Allah “esc tes” Seo abl ahanad 
Will soon grant relief.***° Fi Y 

SECTION 2. 
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5517. Lf there is a pregnancy, a sacred third life comes on the scene, for which there is added responsibility 
(perhaps added hope for reconciliation) for both parents, In any case no separation is possible until after the 
child is born, Even after birth, if no reconciliation between parents is possible, yet for the nursing of the child 
and for its welfare the care of the mother remains the duty of the father, and there must be mutual counsel 
between him and the mother in all truth and sincerity. 


5518. If ye find yourselves in difficulties: e.g , if the mother's milk fails, or if her health fails, or if any 
circumstance arises which bars the‘natural course of the mother nursing her own child. There may be 
psychological difficulties also. 

5519. That is, the father must stand all expenses, without cutting down the reasonable allowance to which 
the mother is entitled, 


5520. We must trust in Allah, and do whatever is possible for us in the interests of the young life for 
which we are responsible. We must not be frightened by difficulties. Allah will give us relief and provide a 
solution if we act with honest integrity. Cf 94:5-6. 


5521. Insolent impiety consists not only in the breach of the rites of religion, Even more vital is the defiance 
of the laws of nature which Allah has made for us. These laws, for us human beings include those which relate 
to our fellow-beings in society to whom kindness and consideration form the basis of our social duties. Our 
duties to our families and our children in intimate matters such as were spoken of in the last Section, are 
as important as any in our spiritual life. Peoples who forgot the moral law in marriage or family life perished 
in this world and will have no future in the Hereafter. EAR Gh OURS LPOG 
nations or social groups. 
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Did We not then 

Call to account — 

To severe account?— 

And We imposed on them 
An exemplary Punishment.**** 


. Then did they taste 


The evil result of 

Their conduct, and the End 
Of their conduct 

Was Perdition. 


. Allah has prepared for them 


A severe Punishment**®* 
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A Message — 5524 


ll. A Messenger, who rehearses 
To you the Signs of Allah 
Containing clear explanations, 
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Into Light. And those who 
Believe in Allah and work 
Righteousness, He will admit 


To Gardens beneath which rivers rag ee 
Flow, to dwell therein OMe gacAi 


Forever: Allah has indeed 
Granted for them 
A most excellent provision, 
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5522. This refers to the present life: apparently the Hereafter is implied in verse 10 below. 


5525. See last note. 


5524. There is no excuse for us to go astray, seeing that Allah in His infinite Mercy has explained to 
us His Message by His many Signs around us and clearly by means of the human Teachers and Messengers 
whom He has sent for our instruction: see next verse. 


5525. Cf 24:40: the unbelievers’ state is “like the depths of darkness in a vast deep ocean, overwhelmed 
with billow topped by billow, topped by dark clouds; depths of darkness, one above another” Cf 2-257: “Allah 
is the Protector of those who have Faith: from the depths of darkness He will lead them forth into light.” 
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12. Allah is He Who 7A7 Atsee 
Created seven Firmaments**** Hsia ® 
And of the earth sate sic IT head 
A’similar number.**? Ct 2 Voss cig to 
Through the midst Steeaqer, cara § pe Agere 
Of them (all) descends*** ON Fe Se ey 
His Command: that ye may eet x eke, ae 
Know that Allah has power ihalsju5 pio Seal 
Over all things, and that aa Bib py AS a 
Allah comprehends all things Lalas tebalocilel. | 


In (His) Knowledge. 


5526. “Seven Firmaments.” (Cf 2:29, 17:44, 28:17, 28:86, 51:12, 65:12, 67:3, and. 71:15.) [Eds.}. 


5527. As there are grades one above the other in the spiritual kingdom, there are similar grades in our 
life on this earth. If we take the literal meaning —just as we see the heavenly spheres one above another, over 
our heads, so we can see that the crust of the earth is built up of geological strata one above another (Cf 
n. 5559). (R). 

5528. But in all spheres of life and Creation, whatever conception we are able to form of them, it is 
certain that the Command or Law of Allah runs through them all, for His knowledge and power extend through 
all things. 
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INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 66—AL TAHRIM 


This is the tenth and last of the series of short Madinah Siirahs which began with S. 57: 
see Introduction to that Sirah. The point dealt with here is: how far the turning away. from sex 
or the opposition of one sex against another or a want of harmony between the sexes may injure 
the higher interests of society. 


The date may be taken to be somewhere about A.H. 7. 


Summary—The failings of the weaker sex should not turn away men from normal social 
life: harmony and mutual confidence should be taught and enforced, and Allah's blessing will 
descend on the virtuous even if their lot is cast with the wicked (66:1-12, and C. 245). 


C. 245.—The relations between the sexes are embittered 
(66:1-12.) By misunderstandings and. conflicts that produce 

Unhappiness and misery, personal and social. 
Harmony and confidence are due between 
The sexes, not disgust or isolation, which may 
Please some but cause injustice to others. 
Respect each other's confidence, and if 
You fail, repent and make amends. 
The good man seeks virtue for himself 
And his family. If Evil is yoked to Good, 
It must take the fruit of its own deeds; 
The worldly tie will profit naught; 
But Good should firmly make a stand 
And will be saved, for Allah doth care 
For all His true devoted Servants, 


Sirah 66, 














Al Tahrim (Prohibition) | 0° 


In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, 
Most Mercifel. 


1. @ Prophet! Why 
Haldest thou to be forbidden 
That which Allah has 
Made lawful co chee? 
Thou seekest to please*™* 
Thy consorts.. But Allah d: fs 
Is Gft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

2. Allah has (already) prescribed ** 
For vou, (© Muslims) 


SO 


4 wee J 
Method for absolution ! Sy 125 
From your oaths: = 3d a tek 7 Ae 
And Allah is your protector, Eiri 
And He is Full of Knowledge Ue apnea er 
And Wisdom. 


Peetts ope 
Stila, 

5529, The Prophet's household wat not like other households The Comore of Purity were expected to 
bold a higher sandend im behawour and reticence than ordinary women, ‘at they had higher work to per- 
form. Seen. S706 to 34:28, Bat they were human scings after all, and were subject to the weaknesses of thea 
sex, ard they sometines failed. The behavior of ‘A‘ishah once coused serious dificulies: the Holy Prophet's 
mind was sore diatresed, and he renounced dhe society of hin wives for some time, Thi renunciation seem 
fio be referrer po here. The situation waa none the bess difficult for him because she win a clougheer of Abd 
Bakr one of the truest and inmost intimate of his Companions and heotenane. The commeniaiors wscally ci 
ihe following inchicnt in connection with the rorchetion uf deer eee i Oo maraed ior A Bhan, the wile 
of the Holy Prophet (peace be on him) by al Fukhirl, Muslim, al Nasa, Abd Doeed and others thar the Help 
Propet welly wedied his wrees chaity after “Agr Preyer. Once it io happened that he stared bonger than mal 
at the quanen of faynab bint jahsh, jor she had recened from somewhere some honey which the Holy 
Prophet liked very much. “At this”, says “Aihah, “! felt jealous, and |, Halgah, Sawdas and Safiyah agrend 
among Gunecles that when he vaio wieach of us would tell him (hate peculiar odour came from his mouth 
aa cesull ofwhat he had cuten, for we keew that he was pardeularly sensitive to offensive smells". So when 
his wives hind at it, he vowed that he would never again use honey, Thereupon these yemes were revealed 
reminding him that he should mot declare to himself unlawful that which Allah had made lawful vo him, The 
important pot to bear i coed is thot he wa ot one rectified by revelation. which remlorces the Get iho 
the prophetare ahem under divine protection, and even the vightes! lapse on their port isinewer lefi uncer: 
tecurd. (FR) 


6540. Tae tender words of admonition addressed to.he Consort in $4:28-34 explain che siruacion far 


better than any comments can express Wf the Moly Prophet had been a mere hosband jin the ordinary sem 


af the term, be could nat have held the balance even between his private feelings and his public duties But 
be wae ot os ordinary hosbard, and he abandoned his tenunclation om his realiiacion of the higher doin 
with which be sae charged, and which required conciliation with firme 


5551, Cf 2284, Uf your vos: prevent you fram doing good, or acing rightly, or making prace between 
persons, you thoule expiace the vow, bet cert refrain from your good deed. 
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3. Bhen the Prophet disclosed PEIPARE i 


A matter in confidence***? 


To one of his consorts giislivpose To 4 
4 - *95\.;am04! 
And she then divulged it Crdewder'2)| paaics) 
(To another), and Allah made it Acs? a ae 
Known to him, and he acletile gb abl; ol 
Confronted *™ her with part thereof hed SAG tac 
And held back a part. Then when . Pep sly Aces at al 
He told her thereof, she said, LKR hee Pai 
“Who told thee this?” eee 
He said, “He told me s “tie 656 
Who knows and is well-acquainted ASTIN 
(With all things)” 

4. If ye two turn in repentance**** MIT 
To Him, your hearts Ls 
Are indeed so inclined; ear oo eda 
But if ye back up (Si a i. te 
Each other against him, eae bs sh) 
Truly Allah is his Protector, ie F 
And Gabriel, and (every) a Se aslog 
Righteous one among those - 

Who believe—and fy Shree 
furthermore, **** a MN93% 42 ett 
The angels—will back (him) up. da Iaali)l, 





5532. Who these two consorts were, and what was the matter in confidence which Was disclosed, we are 
not expressly told, but the facts mentioned in n. 5529 above will help us to understand this passage. The sacred 
words imply that the matter was of great importance to the principle involved, but that the details were not 
of sufficient importance for permanent record. For the lessons to be drawn, see the notes following. 


5533. The moral we have to draw is manifold. (1) If anything is told to us in confidence, especially by 
one at the head of affairs, we must not divulge it to our closest friend. (2) If such divulgence is made in the 
most secret whispers, Allah's Plan is such that it will come to light and expose those guilty of breach of confidence. 
(3) When the whispered version is compared with the true version and the actual facts, it will be found that 
the whispered version is in great part untrue, due to the misunderstanding and exaggeration inevitable in 
the circumstances. (4) The breach of confidence must inevitably redound to the shame of the guilty party, 
whose surprise only covers a sense of humiliation. See next note. 


5534. There are further lessons, (5) Both the party betraying confidence and that encouraging the betrayal 
must purge their conduct by repentance, (6) Frank repentance would be what their hearts and conscience 
themselves would dictate and they must not resist such amends on account of selfish obstinacy. (7) If they 
were to resist frank repentance and amends, they are only abetting each other's wrong, and they cannot prevail 
against all the spiritual forces which will be ranged on the side of the right. 


5535. Do not forget the dual meaning: immediate, in application to the Holy Prophet, and general, being 
the lesson which we ought all to learn. The Holy Prophet could not be injured by any persons doing anything 
against him even though they might unconsciously put him in greater jeopardy: for Allah, the Ange! Gabriel, 
(who was the Messenger to hirn), and the whole Community, would protect him,—to say nothing of the army 
of angels or hidden spiritual forces that always guarded him. Cf 33:56, The general lesson for us is that the 
good man's protection is that of the spiritual forces around him; it sdhrrte protection, against which human 
weakness or folly will have'no power. 
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5. Je may be, if he 

Divorced you (all),“*™* 

That Allah will give him 

In exchange -Consorts 

Better than you— 

Who submit (their wills), 

Who believe, who are devout, 
Who turn to Allah in repentance, 
Who worship (in humility), 

Who are piven to fasting ” 


Previously marnied or virgins. 


. 0 ye who belie!" 
Save yourselves and your 
Families from a Fire 
Whose fuel is Men"*** 
And Stones, over which 
Are (appointed) angels 
Stern (and) severe,""* 
Who flinch not (from 


(uae. ana 


at i i Uyyisy ope 0) 
Sag cides 


ACEMEED 
welt sticeso 
sible Se 


Executing) the Commands os Aa: sea 
They receive from Allah, Saad 
But do (precisely) what eae 2 

They are commanded. Oe plese, 


7. (They will say), 
“OQ ye Unbelievers! 


PSN GE O 





5896, From the case of two in verse 4, we now come to the case of all the Gonsorts generally, in vere 
6. Of §8:28-90. Their duties and responalbilities were higher than those of other women, and therefore their 
fallare would also be more serious, This li only hypothetical, in order to show us the virtues expected of them: 
faith and devotion, worship and service, readiness for travel or Agrah, whether they were young or old, new 
to married Ute or otherwise. From them agaio the more general application follows—vo all women in Lilom, 


5447 Sika: tierally, those who travel about for the Farh. renounding hearth and bome: hence tho 
eho go on pilgrumage who fost. who deny themsehves the ordinary pleasures of life, Note that the spiriual 
virtars ant named, in the desomoding onder: submicting theirwils (Lelam), faith and devotion. taming over 
ip worbip and fath, and perionmming othe? rites, or perhaps being content with asceticiers. And this appli 
to all women cuiden pork or women of mature eapetience who were widows or acparnted from. previous bosbends 
by divorce, 


S538 Mowe how we bare been gradually led up in admonition from two Consort to all consorts, tw all 
women, to all Believers, and to all men and women including Unbelievers We must carefully guard nai anly 
our own conduct, but the coaduct of our families, and of all who are tear and dear to us. For the ismars 
are mow serious, and the comequences of a fall are most terrible. 


6599. 4 Fire whose fuel ue Men and Stones Cf. 2:24. This is a terrible Fire, not merely like the physical 
fire which born wood or charcoal of soberaneces like that, and cotaumes them. This spiritual Fire will bore 
for io ford men eho do wrong und are as hardhearced as comes, of scone Idow a eymbclical of all che unbending 
Falerhsdt im life 


SO, Cf Fed, We think of angelic nature os penile and beauciful brut in another aspect_perioction 
includes jusuce, fidelity, disopling, and the firm emecunon of duty accocding to lawtul Commands. 50, in 
the auribunes. of Allah Himaelf,. Justice and Mercy, Kindness and Conecthon are net commadictory but 
complementary, An carthly ruler will be onkind to bis loyal subjects if he doesnot punish evildorn. 


' 
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Make no excuses Feed 700s 
This Day! Ye’are being’ exiles Y 
But requited for s Av 7 F ae ( aor» <z 
All that ye did!” Ophea aS Le cry ALI) 

SECTION 2. 

8. ® ye whi believe !**? it IR it Kita 
Turn to Allah ee a Ke © 
With sincere repentance: Mv Wig & Saher 4 
In the hope that Die Ena pail iy 
Your Lord will remove'** Pk o-2e 
From you your ills aks, oS ASS 
And admit you to Gardens aor 
Beneath which Rivers flow— SENG. ee 
The Day that Allah APS He 
Will not permit coal 5 HY ? 
To be humiliated - 

The Prophet and those ve a si, 
Who believe with him. ole 

Their Light will run*** Poon Mea plat Wily “ae? 
Forward before them a <6 eae 
And by their right hands, tA ¢ Og gipepi 

While they say, “Our Lord! 

Perfect our Light for us, eS ak 
And grant us Forgiveness: Cait, “ie 
For Thou hast power eos ts 4775 
Over all things.” ahem J Ueeb] 

9, ® Prophet! Strive hard*** Ge} 

Against the Unbelievers us!) SBCs £0: 





5541. "This is no hardship or injustice imposed on you. It is all but the fruit of your own deeds; the result 
of your own deliberate choice’ 


5542. The opposition of sex against sex, individual or concerted, having been condemned, we are now 
exhorted to curn to the Light, and to realise that the good and righteous can retain their integrity even though 
their own mates, in spite of their example and precept, remain in evil and sin. 


5545. Whatever may have been the faults of the past, unite in good deeds, and abandon petty sectional 
ralousies, and Allah will remove your difficulties and distresses, and all the evils from which you suffer Indeeed 
He will grant you the Bliss of Heaven and save you from any humiliation which you may have brought on 
yourselves by your conduct and on the revered Prophet and Teacher whose name you professed to take. 


5544. See 57:12, and n. 5288. The darkness of evil will be dispelled, and the Light of Allah will be realised 
by them more and more. But even so they will not be content: for they will pray for the least taint of evil 
to be removed from them, and perfection to be granted to them. In that exalted state they will be within 
reach of perfection—not by their own merits, but by the infinite Mercy and Power of Allah. 


5545. See 9:78, where the same words introduce the argument against the Hypocrites. Here they introduce 
the argument against wickedness, which, though given the privilege of association with goodness and piety, 
persisted in wicked deeds, and in favour of those noble souls, which, though tied to wickedness, retained their 
purity and integrity. Two examples of each kind are given —of women, as this Stirah is mainly concerned with 
women. 
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And the Hypocrites, 
And-be firm against them. 
Theis abode is Hell — 

An evil refuge (indeed). 


Supe’ GX setyy 


€ Fan] oa aia * 

§ ites, 
- €£ aces 38 = 
pn = tacks 4 


10 lah sets forth, IG rh eagee! ee 
or an example 
To the Unbelievers, tg $8 
The wife of Noah*# re \y pe clall yas 
And the wife of Luat:’ é ‘ete ot 
They were (respectively) Cte ee Cs. 
Under two_of our righteous ook “eae 
Servants, but they were Ci les eS a 
False to their (busbands),**** Ave 
And they profited nothing tr ail 
Before Allah on their account, 
But were told: “Enter ye SUIS is, 
The Fire along with ' 
(Others) that enter!” me ole die 
ll. And Allah sets forth, 


As an example 

To those who believe, 
The wife of Pharaoh:™* 
Behold she said: 

“O my. Lord!-build 


eae aed 2 
pi) Reo 


a aes | Ae 


Ie SHS N65} 


Forme, in. nearnmess**** 





Sib, Riad Noah's story in S648. Evidently his contemporary me had goLso corrupt that it needed 
great Flood to purge it. “None of che people will believe except those whe have believed already, So grieve 
no longer over their evil deeds! Tut there were evil ones in his own farnily, A foolish and undutiful son is 
mentioned in li4?-i. Poor Noah tried to eave him and pray for hima one ‘of his family"; bot the aneeer 
came: “he ia soe of thy family; for hie comduce is unrighteous”. We might expect mich a aon te have a mother 
like him, and here-we are told chat it was so. Noah's wife was also false to the atandards of her hosband, and 
perished in this world and the Hereafter 


$349. The wile of Lit has already been mentioned more than once. See Ul, and mn. 1577; 7:85, and 
eo. BOS); ete. The world around ber wae wicked and she epmpathieed with and followed thar wicked woid, 
rather than her righteous husband. She auffered the fare of ber wicked world, 


SSR. Foire to fia keuband: non peoemanily in eee, bie im abe vital apiritual matters of truth and conduct, 
They had the high privilege of the most intimaie relationship with the noblest apirite of their age: bur if they 
jailed vo vise to the heighs of their dignity, their relationship did not save them, They could not plead that 
they were the wives of pious husbands They had. wo ener Hell like any other wicked women. There is personal 
responaibility before Allah, One soul cannot claim the ments of another, anymore than one pure soul can 
be injured by ameciation with « corrupt soul The pureone should keep ite purity intact. See the next nen 


exam plew 


$549. Traciconally, she is known ae “Asiyah, one of the four perfect women, the other three being Mary 
the mether of fees, Khadijah the wife of the oly Prophet. and Fiitnmak hia daughter. Pharagh is the ope 
af arrogance, godiewnes, god ejchednes For-his eile to bare preserved her Faith, ber. bommilicy, and her 
nighowunes was inderd a great spiritual triumph. She waa probably che came who sawed the life of the intone 
Moss: 28:5. ; 


5550. Her spiritual vision was directed to Allah, rather than. to the worldly grandeur of Pharaohs court; 
[ts probable that her prayer implies a desire for martyrdom, and it cosy be that she attained her crown 
af martyrdom 
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a aia 

a Pod 
These hat 39 wrong" Crabs Mp g5s 
Sparen eG © 
alley imo (her body) Qapcis ci shi 
Lig taly a rg 
ing ty oessakyestes 
And was one of the : sel ong 
Devout (Servants).*5* inital 25 


5551. ‘Imran was traditionally the name of the father of Mary the mother of Jesus: see n. $75 to $:35. 
She was herself one of the purest of women, though the Jews accused her falsely of unchastity: Cf. 19:27-28. 


6552. Cf 21:91. As a virgin she gave birth to Jesus: 19:16-29. In 52:9, it is said of Adam's progeny, man, 
that Allah “fashioned him in due proportion, and breathed into him something of His spirit’. In 15:29, similar 
words are used with reference to Adam. The virgin birth should not therefore be supposed to imply that Allah 
was the father of Jesus in the sense in which Greek mythology makes Zeus the father of Apollo by Latona 
ot of Minos by Europa. And yet that is the doctrine to which the Christian idea of “the only begotten Son 
of God” leads. 


5558. Mary had true faith and testified her faith in the Prophet Jesus and in his revelation as well as 
in the revelations which he came to confirm (and to foreshadow), She was of the company of the Devout of 
all ages. The fact that Qanstin (devout) is not here in the feminine gender implies that the highest spiritual 
dignity is independent of sex. And so we close the lesson of this Siirah, that while sex is a fact of our physical 
existence, the sexes should act in harmony and cooperation for in the highest spiritual matters we are all one. 
“We made her and her son a Sign for all peoples. Verily this Brotherhood of yours is a single Brotherhood, 
and | am your Lord and Cherisher: therefore serve Me and no other” (21:91-92). 
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INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY TO SURAH 67—AL MULK 


We have now done fourteen-fifteenths of the Qur'an, and have followed step by step 
the development of its argument establishing the UmmaA or Brotherhood of Islam. 


There is a logical break here, The remaining fifteenth consists of short spiritual Lynicy, 
mostly of the Makkan period, dealing mainly with the inner life of man, and in. its individual 
aspects They may be compared to Hymns or Psalms in other religious literature, But these chon 
Qur'anic Strahs have a grandeur, a beauty, a mystic meaning, and a force of earnestness under 
persecution, all their own, With their sources in che sublimest regions of heaven; their light penecracs 
of Reality, though they are but an insignificant portion and on the surface and flecting. Ther 
is much symbolism in language and thought, in describing the spiritual in verms of the thing 
we see and understand. 


It is the contrast between the shadows of Reality here and the ciernal Reality. betwren 
the surface world and the profound inner World. that is urged on! our attention here. 


This Stirah of $0 verses belongs to the Middle Makkan period, just before 5, 69 and 4, 
70. Allah is mentioned here by the name Af Raiman (Most Gracious), aa He is mentioned by 
the ruunea of Al fads (Lord and Cheriaher) and Al Aefman (Most Gracious) in Sirah 19, 


C. 246.—Lordship in right and im fact belongs 

(67:1-30.) To Allah Most Gracious, Whose Goodnew 
And Glory and Power are writ large 
On all His Creation. The beauty and order 
Of the Heavens above us proclaim Him. 
Then who can reject His call but those 
In pitiful delusion? And who can fail 
To accept, that truly knows himeelf 
And the mighty Reality behind him? 
The earth and the good things thereof are prepared 
For man by hia Gracious Lord, Who guards 
Him from hourly dangers. Who sustains 
The wonderful flight of the Birds in midair? 
Abow gn below, and m midair can we we 
His boundlem Signs We know that His Promise 
Of the Hereafter is true The spring and source 
Of the goodness of things is in Him, and will 
Appear triumphant. when the Hour is established, 


# 
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Sirah 67. 
Al Mulk (The Dominion) CUI SUE 
In the name bat AUSR, Most Gracious, are AI ° 
Most Merciful. Pt 
1, lessed*** be He AI wy Se “ec 
h Whose hands : leds acd o> 
Is Dominion;**** $< i <3 ae cae 
And He over all things ah J ees 
Hath Power— 


se a | a 99 


2. He Who created Death**** 4 wy | gles if 
And Life, that He ea SHED sO. 


. fy “(ace 
beta ded sessilis 
And He is the Exalted**** Sty ty (2- 


In Might, Oft-Forgiving — 


8. He Who created eer Sen GE ait gry 


The seven heavens**** 





5554. What do we mean when we bless the name of Allah, or proclaim (in the optative mood) that the 
whole Creation should bless the name of the Lord? We mean that we recognise and proclaim His beneficence 
to us; for all increase and happiness is through Him, “in His hands’—in the hands of Him Who also holds 
Dominion or Power. In our human affairs we sometimes see the separation of Dominion or Power from Goodness 
or Beneficence: in the divine nature we recognise that there is no separation or antithesis, 


5555. Mulk: Dominion, Lordship, Sovereignty, the Right to carry out His Will, or to do all that He wills. 
Power (in the clause following) is the Capacity to carry out His Will, so that nothing can resist or neutralise 
it. Here is beneficence completely identified with Lordship and Power; and it is exemplified in the verses following. 
Note that Mulk here has a different shade of meaning from Malakit in 56:83. Both words are from the same 
root, and | have translated both by the word “Dominion”. But Malakit refers to Lordship in the invisible 
World, while Mulk to Lordship in the visible World. Allah is Lord of both. 


5556. Created Death and Life. Death is here put before Life, and it is created. Death is therefore not 
merely a negative state. In 2:28 we read “Secing that ye were without life (literally, dead), and He gave you 
life; then will He cause you to die, and will again bring you to life; and again to Him will ye return.” In 53:44, 
again, Death is put before Life. Death then is: (1) the state before life began, which may be non-existence 
or existence in some other form; (2) the state in which Life as we know it ceases, but existence does not cease; 
astate of Barzakh (28:100), or Barrier or Partition, after our visible Death and before Judgement; after that 
will be the new Life, which we conceive of under the term Eternity. 


5557. Creation, therefore, is not in mere sport, or without a purpose with reference to man. The state 
before our present Life, or the state after, we can scarcely understand. But our present Life is clearly given 
to enable us to strive by good deeds to reach a nobler state. 


5558. All this is possible, because Allah is so Exalted in Might that He can perfectly carry out His Will 
and Purpose, and that Purpose is Love, Mercy, and Goodness to His creatures. 


5559. Cf 65:12, and n. 5526-5527. The heavens as they appear to our sight seem to be arranged in layers 
one above another, and ancient astronomy accounted for the motions of the heavenly bodies in an elaborate 
scheme of spheres. What we are concerned with here is the order and beauty of the vast spaces and the marvellous 
bodies that follow regular laws of motion in those enormous spaces in the visible world. From these we are 
to form some conception of the vastly greater Invisible World, for which we want special spiritual vision. 
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One above another: 

No want of proportion 
Wilt thou see 

In the Creation 

Of (Allah) Most Gracious. 
So turn thy vision again: 
Seest thou any flaw? 
















hg Lote | Wri 1 7 Pe 1 
9B oe Selah 3 ssl 
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4. Again turn thy vision®*® 
A second time: (thy) vision 
Will come back to thee 
Dull and discomfited, 

In a state worn out. 


4 

Meer < “ae ! 
salle O " 
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5. And We have, 347 9c4- 
(From of old), os) ak 
Adorned the lewest heaven***! vet ence 
With Lamps, and We Caiacat 
Have made such (Lamps) veleer eve 
(As) missiles to drive**® Gees 


Away the Evil Ones, 

And have prepared for them 
The Penalty 

Of the Blazing Fire. 


me, -oe% 
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6. dor those who reject 
ir Lord (and Cherisher)*** 

Is the Penalty of Hell: 
And evil is (such) destination. 


7. When they are cast theréin, Bie tate, 
They will hear (ae Galas] 

5560. Reverting to the symbolism of the external or visible world, we are asked to observe and study it 
again and again, and as minutely as our powers will allow. However closely we observe it, we shall find no 
flaw in it. Indeed the region of enquiry is so vast and stretches so far beyond our ken, that our eyes, aided 
with the most powerful telescopes, will confess themselves defeated in trying to penetrate to the ultimate mysteries 
We shall find no defect in Allah's handiwork: it is our own powers that we shall find fail to go beyond a certain 
compass. 


5561. Lowest (or, nearest) heaven: see 37:6. 


5562. The phenomenon of the shooting stars has been explained in 15;16-18, notes 1951-54; and in $7. 
6-10 and notes thereon. (R), 


5563. We have seen how the fire in the stars can suggest the beauty and order of the external world; 
and yet, when it meets with resistance and disharmony, it can burn and destroy, So in the moral and spiritual 
world. What can be a greater sign of evil, disharmony, and rebellion than to reject the Cherisher and Sustainer, 
on Whom our life depends, and from Whom we receive nothing but goodness? The Punishment, then, is Fire 
in its fiercest intensity, as typified in the next two verses. 





Sirah 67: Al Mulk 1499 cD UU same 6 1s 


The (terrible) drawing in*** ae Ag < 
Of lis brea BY ye ira 
Even as it blazes forth, 

8. Almost bursting with fury: th wie RSS {ap 
Every time a Group at i 
Is cast therein, its Keepers**** WE |) Bd 
Will. ask, “Did no Warner ee 
Come to you? +i ae 3 

9, will say: “Yes indeed; DO teed 14 
rhs acre pase sapemnng paabsle- ss ch soe 
But we rejected him ea “SG 
And said, ‘Allah never Pw NSO 5S 


Sent down M ): ° 
Ye are in ee ee rae 


An egregious delusion!""**** 


10. They will further say: ath {4 
“Had we but listened SIRI © 
Or used our intelligence,***’ A tet 
We should not (now) Avns [oes 
Be among the Companions 2 et ce 
Of the Blazing Fire!” pod SABC 

ll. They will then confess**** ° tt i pseb 
Their sins: but far Gy 





5564. For shahig see n. 1607 to 11:106. There shahig (sobs) was contrasted with zafir (sighs); in the one 
case it is the drawing in of breath, and in the other the emission of a deep breath, Here the latter process 
is represented by the verb fara, to swell, to blaze forth, to gush forth. In 11:40, the verb fara was applied 
to the gushing forth of the waters of the Flood: here the verb is applied to the blazing forth of the Fire of 
Punishment. Fire is personified: in its intake it has a fierce appetite: in the flames which it throws out, it 
has a fierce aggressiveness. And yet in ultimate result evil meets the same fate, whether typified by water or fire. 


§565- Cf. 59271, mn. 4548. Every time: it may not be the same angels who are guarding the gates of Hell 
every time new inmates come in. The pure, innocent angel nature does not know the crookedness of human 
evil; and is surprised at so many human beings coming in for punishment: it wonders if no warning was conveyed 
tomen, whereas in fact men have a warning in Clear Signs during all the period of their probation. The 
Clear Signs come from Revelation, from their own conscience, and from all nature around them. 


5566, Allah's Signs were not only rejected or defied, but their very existence was denied. Nay, more, even 
their possibility was denied, ya AADDEP NE AN SY Pp I A EERE AN Bet 50). 
They were called fools or madmen, or men under a delusion! 


5567. tei Sis allt inp n Whi’ Ge ‘Clangileh eel €56mK ell and he is further helped 
by the teachings of the great Messengers or World Teachers. Where such Teachers do not come into personal 
contact with an individual or a generation, the true meaning of their teaching can be understood by means 
of the Reason which Allah has given to every human soul to judge by. cng Deantoni hepa tare 
tincerely that leads to his degradation and destruction. 


5568. Shisi:elthelien Meas ened deateals dilladel nadniehiinstediadl ane he tails Dies ab oakieeiii: 
The Reality will not only now be clear to them, but after the questionings of the angels they cannot even 
ind 20: mnghe any excuses ‘Thay wlll: fredty-contees, but chat:is nos napentance,, for repentance:denptics 
amendment, and the time for repentance and amendment will have long been past. 
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Will be (Forgiveness) we J £ hg 
Of the Blazing Fire! 





















12. for those who 
their Lord unseen,**** 
For them is Forgiveness 
And a great Reward. 


MN ADAGE, © 
5S sats 4) 


13.. And whether ye hide 
Your word or publish it, 
He certainly has (full) knowledge, 
Of the secrets of (all) hearts. 


alah i STlyT, 
paBion Denil 


wae ilntenles ain vt ‘O) 


sr7ie s Gabe 


pA \ abla, 


14. Should He not know— 
He that created?**”° 
And He is the One 
That understands the finest 
Mysteries (and) is 
Well-acquainted (with them). 


SECTION 2. 


15. Jt is He Who has 
Made the earth manageable**”' 
For you, so traverse 
Ye through its tracts 
And enjoy of the Sustenance 
Which He furnishes; but 
Unto Him is the Resurrection,**”* 


Si jae itp FTO) 


eee 
iS 


pits a7 


spits 


5569. See n, 3902 to $5:18. Read “unseen” adverbially, To fear the Lord is to love Him 50 intensely that 
you fear to do anything which is against His Will, and you do it because you realise Him intensely in your 
hearts, though you do not see Him with your bodily senses. Nor is it of any consequence whether other people 
see your love or the consequences that flow from your love, for your good deeds are for the love of Allah and 
not for show in the eyes of men, Such intensity of love obtains forgiveness for any past. and is indeed rewarded 
with Allah's love, which is immeasurably precious beyond any merits you may possess. 


5570. He Who creates must necessarily know His own handiwork. But lest we should measure His knowledge 
by such imperfect knowledge as we possess, His knowledge is further characterised as understanding the finest 
mysteries and being well-acquainted with them (Latif and Khabir); see 22:63, n. 2844. 


5571. Dhalfil is used in 2:71) for an animal trained and tractable; here it is used to qualify the earth, 
and | have translated ‘manageable. Man has managed to make paths through deserts and over mountains; 
through rivers and seas by means of ships; through the air by means of airways; he has made bridges and 
tunnels and other means of communication. But this he has. only been able to do because Allah has given 
him the necessary intelligence and has made the earth tractable to that intelligence. 


5572. In describing Allah's gifts and mercies and watchful care in this our temporary sojourn on this 
earth, it is made clear that the ultimate end is the Hereafter. The real Beyond, which is the goal, is the life 
after the Resurrection. 





Sirah 67: Al Mulk 


VY. 


Do ye feel secure that 
He Who is in Heaven 


Lage Al ® 


Will not cause you yer 4 
‘To be swallowed up**”* ny jy erected 
By the earth when it Ase S36, , 

Shakes (as in an earthquake)? Als 


Or do ye feel secure 

That He Who is in Heaven 
Will not send against you 
A violent tornado**’* 

(With showers of stones), 
So that ye shall 


seatlant pal Al a 
Cinco 90 


, aA 


PE TSGhES 


Know how (terrible) 
Was My warning? 


18. But indeed men before them 
Rejected (My warning): 
Then how (terrible) was 
My rejection (of them)?**’* 


sebbcwcrallcn 255i TO; 
SES 


19. Ho they not observe Joh aN 
birds above them,**’* 

2 : i ter ofS 

Spreading their wings 459 


And folding them in?**’’ 
None can uphold them 
Except (Allah) Most Gracious: 


nae) ang, Feat: 


Truly it is He pus oe 
That watches over all things. AAs” 





5573. Cf 17:68 and n. 2265. Also Cf the story of Qariin in 28:76-82. If we feel safe on land, it is because 
Allah has made this earth amenable; manageable and serviceable to us (verse 15 above). But if we defy Allah 
and break His Law, have we any security, that even this comparatively unimportant safety in a fleeting world 
will last? Looking at it from a purely physical point of view, have there not been dreadful earthquakes, typhoons, 
and tornadoes? 


5574. Cf. 17:68; and 29;40, n. $462. Such a violent wind destroyed the wicked Cities which defied Lat’s 
warning. 


5575. Cf 22:42-44, and n. 2822. 


5576. The flight of birds is one of the most beautiful and wonderful things in nature. The make and 
arrangement of their feathers and bones, and their streamlined shapes, from beak to tail, are instances of 
purposive adaptation. They soar with outstretched wings; they dart about with folded wings; their motions 
upwards and downwards, as well as their stabilisation in the air, and when they rest on their feet, have given 
many ideas to man in the science and art of aeronautics, But who taught or gave to birds this wonderful 
adaptation? None but Allah, Whose infinite Mercy provides for every creature just those conditions which 
are best adapted for its life. 


5577. In the Arabic, there is an artistic touch which it-is not pessible to reproduce in the translation. 
Sa/fat (spreading their wings) is in the form of the active participle, suggesting the continuous soaring on 
cutspread wings; while yagbidna (folding them in) is in the Aorist form, suggesting the spasmodic flapping 
of wings. 
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20. 


21. 


22. 


28. 


24. 


Nay, who is there 

That can help you, 

(Even as) an army,**’* 

Besides (Allah) Most Merciful? 
In nothing but delusion 

Are the Unbelievers. 


Or who is there 

That can provide you**” 

With Sustenance if He 

Were to withhold His provision? 
Nay, they obstinately persist 

In insolent impiety 

And flight (from the Truth). 


4s then one who 

Walks headlong, with his face**** 
Grovelling, better guided — 

Or one who walks**® 

Evenly on a Straight Way? 


Say: “It is He Who**** 

Has created you (and made**™ 
You grow), and made 

For you the faculties 

Of hearing, seeing, 

Feeling and understanding: 
Little thanks it is ye give. 


Say: “It is He Who 
Has multiplied you 


Bearers nee io) 
“is Stabs Bac 
prs axSiig 
Tai Kvn) 6 
kgaciys 
rane 


(aa yA © 


“4-8 


Bt poking 


see he a) 
HA 4, se os am 


Sign of be 





5578. Not the greatest army that man can muster is of any use against the Wrath of Allah: while the 
constant watchful care of Allah is all-in-all to us, and we can never do without it. If the godless wander about 
in search for blessings otherwise than in the Mercy and Grace of Allah, they are wandering in vain delusions 


5579. “Sustenance” here, as elsewhere, (¢g., in 16:75, n. 2105), refers to all that is necessary to sustain 
and develop life in all its phases, spiritual and mental, as well as physical. Allah Most Gracious is the Source 
of all our Sustenance, and if we persist in looking to Vanities for our Sustenance, we are pursuing a mirage, 
and, if we examine the matter, we are only following obstinate impulses of rebellion and impiety. 


5580. Cf 27:90, and n. $820. The man of probity is the man who walks evenly on a Straight Way, his 
feet guided by Allah's Light and his heart sustained by Allah's Mercy, The man who chooses evil grovels, with 
his face down, in paths of Darkness, stumbling on the way, and in constant distrust and fear, the fear of Evil. 
The two kinds of men are poles apart, although they live on the same earth, see the same Signs, and are 
fed with the same Mercies from Allah. ; 


5581. Like Abraham trying to guide his unbelieving father: Cf 19:45. 

5582. The Teacher is asked to draw constant attention to Allah, the source of all growth and development, 
the Giver of the faculties by which we can judge and attain to higher and higher spiritual dignity. And yet, 
such is our self-will, we use our faculties for wrong purposes and thus show our ingratitude to Allah. 


5583. For ansha’ seen. 925 10 6:98, 





25. They ask; When will 
This promise be (fulfilled)? 
If ye are telling**** 


I am (sent) only 
To warn plainly in public.” 


27. At length, when they 
See it close at hand,***’ 
Grieved will be the faces 
Of the Unbelievers, 


1508 OVC SS ae <= U6 5:\0 


: Cue iy, 4 K 


Sess © 
Sn Anatig, 


SAE ep 





And it will be said heter of 
(To them): “This is Sail ta Js 
Which ye were calling for!" SFr 

28. ay: “See ye?— o, odors 4 
ws were BONE O: 
To destroy me, vit ieee 
And those with me,**** S49 A Rial 
Or if He bestows js A o% 
His mercy on us— Pe slens| 


Yet who can deliver 





5584. Mankind, from one set of parents, has been multiplied and scattered through the earth. Men have 
not only multiplied in numbers, but they have developed different languages and characteristics, inner and 
outer, But they will all be gathered together at the End of Things, when the mischief created by the wrong 
exercise of man’s wil) will be cancelled, and the Truth of Allah will reign universally. 


5585. The Unbelievers are sceptical, but they are answered in the next two verses. 


5586. The Judgement is certain to come. But when it will exactly come, is known to Allah alone. The 


Prophet's duty is to proclaim that fact openly and clearly. It is not for him to punish or to hasten the punishment 
of evil. Cf 22:47-49. 


5587. “Ie, ie, the fulfilment of the promise, the Day of Judgement. When it is actually in sight, then 
the Unbelievers realise that those whom they used to laugh at for their Faich were in the right, and that they 
themselves, the sceptics, were terribly in the wrong. 


5588. They had defiantly asked for it, Now that it has come near, and it is too late for repentance. there 
ib “weeping and gnashing of teeth”. 

5589. The sceptics might say and do say to the righteous: “Ah well! if calamities come, they involve the 
good with the bad, just as you say that Allah showers His mercies on both good and evil! The answer is: 
"Don't you worry about us: even supposing we are destroyed. with all who believe with us, is that any consolation 
you? Your sins must bring on you suffering, and nothing can ward it off. If we get any sorrows.or sufferings, 
we take them as a mere trial to make us better, for we believe in Allah's goodness and we put our trust in 
Him.” See next verse. 
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The Unbelievers. from if ier *s 
A grievous Penalty?” + es sods ng 
29. Say; “He is (Allah) sal ea 
Most Gracious: we have fet, 
Beheved in Hirn, iG Pel Cord bly 
And on Him have we iP Atle pel 
Put our trust: Sh ete grates 
So, soon will ye know" Pt yalet 
Which (of us) it is eres. 
That is in manifest error.’ che Pes 
$0. Say: “See yer— Fee 
If your stream be J - 
(In the underground earth), beSil a 
Who then can supply you < E; i we 
With clear-flowing water?" pte Gly 


S500, See the end of che last mone “aor Faith tela ws that Allah will deliver us from all bar if we sincerely 
repent and lead righteous lives, You, Unbelievers, have no auch hope. Wheo the real adjusmmenc of valves 
if established, you will soon see whether wewere in the wrong or you!" 


5691. The Sirah is closed with a parable, taken from o vital fact of owe phyiical life, and leading op 
bo the understanding of our spiricual life. In our daily life, what would happen if we woke up some fine morning 
te Find thar the sources and springs of our water supply had disappeared and gone down into the hollow 
of che carth? Nothing could :save-our life, Without-water we cannot live, and water canoer rise above its level, 
but always seeks a lower level. So in spirioual life. [os sources and springs are inthe divine wisdom thar flow 
from on high. Allah ithe teal aource of that tite, as Beis of all forme: of life. We must seek-His Grace-and 
Mercy. We cannot find grace or mercy or blessing from anything lower His Wisdom and Mercy: are like fresh 
clearflowing spring water, not like the muddy murky wisdony and goodness of this lower world which p= 
relative, and which often hampers life rather than advances it, 


Intro. to Surah 68 1505 


INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY: SURAH 68—AL QALAM .. 


This is a very early Makkan revelation. The general opinion of Muslim Commentary is 
that a great part of it was second in order of revelation, the first being S. 96: (Iqra'), verses 1-5: 
see Al-ltqan fr ‘Ulam al Quran, Chapter 7. 


The last Sirah having defined the true Reality in contrast with the false standards set up by 
men, this illustrates the theme by an actual historical example. Our Holy Prophet was the sanest and 
wisest of men: those who could not understand him called him mad or possessed. So, in every age. 
it is the habit of the world to call Truth Falsehood and Wisdom Madness, and, on the other hand, 
to exalt Selfishness as Planning, and Arrogance as Power. The contrast is shown up between the two 
Kinds of men and their-real inner worth. 


Summary— Let the good carry on their work, in spite of the abuse of the Companions of Evil: 
let all remember Allah, before Whom all men are on trial (681-33, and C. 247), 


True Judgement comes from Allah, and not from the false standards of men (68-34-52, and C. 248). 


C, 247.—The Pen is the symbol of the permanent Record, 

(68:1-33.) The written Decree, the perfect Order 
In the government of the world. And by that token, 
The man of Allah comes with a Plan 
And Guidance that must win against 
All detraction. Truth is high above Slander. 
But men must be tried against selfishness 
And overweening confidence in themselves j 
Such as would lead them to forget Allah 
And His providence —like the brothers who. built 
Castles in the air about their garden “ 
And found it desolate in one night's storm. 
But repentance brought them forgiveness: 
Thus work the Wrath and the Mercy of Allah. 


1506 
Sirah 68. 
















Al Qalam (The Pen), or Nun** pGllis.  Seaeaa 
In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, et al ‘Ai 4 


Most Merct/ful. 


1. un.“ By the Peni! 
| by the (Record) 
Which (men) write — 


ye 5 PS pw 


2. Thou art not, 
By the grace of thy Lord, 
Mad or possessed.** 


5. Nay, verily for thee 
Is a Reward unfailing:*""* 


4. And thow (standest) 
On an exalted standard 
Of character. 


ppocsithydanacde & 


gpa eee @ 
phe gh Jai, © 


5. Soon wilt thou see,!™ 


: +f ary 230) 
And they will see, Cera 


SAIS O 


6. Which of you is 
Afflicted with madness. 






fie, Nie ison Abbereviand: Letters ae Appendix Dat theend of $2. 

Niin may mean @ fish, ot an ink holder, or ip may be just che Arabic letter of che alphabet, N. In the 
last case, it may refer to either or both of che other meanings, Notealso thatthe Arabic rhyme in this Sirah 
onda in BN, The reference to ink would be an appropriate link with the Pen im verve 1, The reference.to the 
fh would be apprepriane with reference 16 the story of Jonah in verses 48. 50, jonabrs title is “the Companion 
of the Fish" (Dbu al Nim, 21:87), as he waa, in the wory, swallowed by che Fish. The letter N could also symbolically 
represent Jonah in the Arabic form VOnus, where the characteristic “Firm Letter” is NM. (RB). 


$597-A. See mote above. 


i 
$644. The Pen and the Record are the spmbolical foundations of the Revelation mo man. The adjaratcn 
by the Pen disposes of the fippant charge that Allahs Megenger was mad of poured. For he spoke word 
of power, oot incoherent, bot full of meaning, and through the Record of the Pen, chat meaning unfolds icelf, 
it intemerble expect to countios generation. Muhammad was ihe living Grace and Mercy of Allah, and 
hu wery nature exalted him abowr abuse and persecution, (R), 


S604 People usually call anyone mad whose sandards are different from their own, And madness is believed 
by supemticiogs people to be due to demoniacal posession, an idea distinctly im the minds of the New Testament 
writers: for Luke speaks of a man from whom the “devils” were cast out, as being chen “clothed, nd in his 
right mind.” (Luke, 8:34). (R). 


6595. Inaead of being out of his right mind, the Prophet of Allah bad been raised to a great epirinual 
dignity, a reward that waa not like an earthly reward that pases away, bur one that was in che very core of 
his being, and would never fail him im any circumstances. He was really granted a nacure and character far 
shewe the chatter of grief or eulfcriong, Wadden on peer didi, 


$536. Though Al Mustafa: nature raised him above the petry epite of his contmemporarie: an appeal 
mate io theiy peascn apd i the logic of even. Was it otis accuser that were really mad? What happeard 
to Al Walid ibo Al Mughayrah, of AlbG Jabl, or Abd Lahab?—and to Allah's Mewenger and chose who followed 
hin guidance? The world’s history gives the anwwee And the appeal is not only oo his contemporaries, but fer 
wll tiers. 
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7. Verily it is thy Lord 46-8 
That knoweth best, : PSHE) 
Which (among men) ge 2 
Hath strayed from His Path: t Abed ahamecsebourafuel 
And He knoweth best***’ gis “ie 
Those who receive Seg Shaleisa, b 
(True) Guidance. 

8. So hearken not Y) toa yee 
To those who ows \ ales Ye 
Deny (the Truth).**** 

9, Their desire is that Le Al) xe “tite 
Thou shouldst be pliant: Dephascrts) lyos 
So would they be pliant. 

10. Feed not the type veg f SURGES AG- 

f despicable man—**%* mee Ay pe’, ® 

Ready with oaths,**® 

ll. A slanderer, going about mien 

_. With calumnies, psa ® 

12. (Habitually) hindering (all) good, R aici #4 
Transgressing beyond bounds, i pias foul eis 0) 
Deep in sin, 

18. Violent (and cruel)—** FON vor ehh 
With all that, base-born — Sa 





5597. Men set up false standards of judgement. The right standard is that of Allah. For His Knowledge 
iscomplete and all-embracing; He reads hidden motives as well as things that appear before men’s sight; and 
He knows the past history in which the roots of present actions are embedded, as well as the future consequences 


of present actions. 


5598. The enemies of Allah's truth are sometimes self{-deceived. But quite often they have a glimmering 
of the truth in spite of their desire to shut their eyes. Then they compromise, and they would like the preachers 
of inconvenient truths to compromise with them. On those terms there would be mutual laudation. This easy 
path of making the best of both worlds is.a real danger or temptation to the best of us, and we must be on 
our guard against it if we would really enter into the company of the Righteous who submit their wills to 
the Will of Allah. Abt Jahl freely offered impossibie compromises to the Holy Prophet. 

5599. The type of each of these hateful qualities is not uncommon, though the combination of all in 
one man makes him peculiarly despicable, as was Al Walid ibn Al Mughirah, who was a ringleader in 
calumniating our Prophet and who came to an evil end not long after the battle of Badr, in which he received 
injuries. 

5500. Itis only liars who swear on all occasions, small or great, because their ordinary word is not believed 
in. The true man's word, according to the proverb, is as good as his bond. 


5601. Besides the self-deceiver:and the easy-going man, there is a third type, even more degraded. He 
has no idea of truth or sincerity. He is ready to swear friendship with everyone and fidelity to every cause. 
But at the same moment he will slander and backbite, and cause mischief even between good but credulous 
persons. Evil seems to be his good, and good his evil. He will not only pursue evil courses himself but prevent 
other people from doing right, When checked, he resorts to violence. In any case, he will intrude where he 
has no right, claiming relationship or power or consideration in circles which would gladly disown him. He 
is vain of his wealth or because he has a large following at his beck and call. Religion is to him merely old> 
fashioned superstition. 


Strah 68: Al Qalam 1508 ABI . Aiea 


14. Because**** he possesses ZN 67154 
Wealth and (numerous) sons. CSE Le) &) 
15. When to him are rehearsed Rene ke ae 
Our Signs,» Cle ste dals| 
“Tales of the Ancients’,*** 4 : 
He cries! Ay [pA eal 
16. Soon shall We brand Pais irene spl Ge 
(The beast) on the snout!*** 
17. Berily We have tried them Cass hb & 
As We tried the People 
Of the Garden, *** ipat jaedicce cal 
When they resolved to gather 
The fruits of the (garden) < eh GS #4 
In the morning, Sornael anal 
18. But made no reservation, Stk & 


(“If it be Allah’s Will”).5*” 


19. Then there came er 4 
On the (garden) Sis & 





5602, Because may connect with heed not in verse 10, or with violent and cruel in verse 13. In the former 
case, we construe; ‘Pay no attention to despicable men of the character described, simply because they happen 
to have wealth or influence, or much backing in manpower’. In the latter case, we construe: the fellow is violent 
and cruel, because he is puffed up with his wealth or riches or backing in manpower’. In the eyes of Allah 
such a man is in any case branded and marked out as a sinner. 


5603. Allah's Signs, by which He calls us, are everywhere—in nature and in our very heart and soul. 
In Revelation, every verse is a Sign, for it stands symbolically for far more than it says. “Sign” (Ayah) thus 
becomes a technical term for a verse of the Qur'an. 


5604. Cf 6:25. 
f 
5605. Literally, proboscis, the most sensitive limb of the elephant. The sinner makes himself a beast and 
can only be controlled by his snout. 


5606. “Why do the wicked flourish?” is a question asked in all ages. The answer is not simple. It mus 
refer to (1) the choice left to man's will, (2) his moral responsibility, (3) the need of his caning his will to Allah 
Will, (4) the long-suffering quality of Allah, which allows:the widest possible chance for the operation of (5) 
His Mercy, and (6) in the last resort, to the nature of spiritual Punishment, which is not a merely abrupt 
or arbitrary act, but a long, gradual process, in which there is room for repentance at every stage. All these 
points are illustrated in the remarkable Parable of the People of the Garden, which also illustrates the greed, 
selfishness, and heedlessness of man, as well as his tendency to throw the blame on others if he can but chink 
of a scapegoat. All these foibles are shown, but the Mercy of Allah is boundless, and even after the wont 
sins and punishments, there may be hope of an even better orchard than the one lost, if only the repentance 
is true, and there is complete surrender to Allah's Will. But if, in spite of al! this, there is no surrender of 
the will, then, indeed, the punishment in the Hereafter is something incomparably greater than the little 
calamities in the Parable. 


5607. We must always remember, in all our plans, that they depend for their success on how far they 
accord with Allah's Will and Plan. His universal Will is supreme over all affairs. These foolish men had a 
secret plan to defraud the poor of their just rights, but they were put into a position where they could not 
do so. In trying to frustrate others, they were themselves frustrated. 
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A visitation from thy Lord,**°* owe Feels BIT 
(Which swept away) all around, Ost Py Sorry 
While they were asleep. 

20. So the (garden) became, dba a6 cep 
By the morning, like 
A dark and desolate spot, 

(Whose fruit had been gathered). 

21. As the morning broke, PAA 
They called out, Stee! ‘gol CS ep 
One to another— 

22. “Go ye to your tilth moat Abt 
(Betimes) in the morning,*®? Su op So ISAK \y2e Ry f ep 
If ye would gather 
The fruits.” 

23. So they departed, conversing 4 Ke LAD Bae Aae 4 
In secret low tones, (saying) — y| yalasls fo) 

24. “Let not a single indigent®*!° he Bae EB OF 4 
Person break in upon you Soak, tye ale Yul a) 


Into the (garden) this day.” 


25. ed they opened the morning, ESSA Seles ove - 
trong in an (unjust) resolve. 


26. But when they saw chen 2 thee he ae 
The (garden), they said: eo Lab} \,) 5 as @y 
“We have surely lost our way:5*! 

27. “Indeed we are shut out aa yee ae 
(Of the fruits of our labour)!’"**!2 beset OY &yp 





5608. It was a terrible storm that blew down and destroyed the fruits and the trees. The whole place 
was changed out of all recognition. 


5609. Awakening from sleep, they were not aware that the garden had been destroyed by the storm overnight. 
They were in their own selfish dreams: by going very early, they thought they could cheat the poor of their 
share, See next note, 


5610. The poor man has a right in the harvest—whether as a gleaner or as an artisan or a menial in 
an Eastern village. The rich owners of the orchard in the Parable wanted to steal a march at an early hour 
and defeat this right, but their greed was punished, so that it led toa greater loss to themselves. They wanted 
to'cheat but had not the courage to face those they cheated, and by being in the field before anyone was 
up they wanted to make it appear to the world that they were unconscious of any rights they were trampling on. 


5611. Their fond dreams were dispelled when they found that the garden had been changed out of all 
recognition. It was as if they had come to some place other then their own smiling garden. Where they had 
expected to reap a rich harvest, there was only a howling wilderness. They reflected. Their first thought was 
of their own personal loss, the loss of their labour and the loss of their capital, They had plotted to keep out 
others from the fruits: now, as it happened, the loss was their own. 


5612. Cf 56:67. Also see last note. 
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28. Said one of them, tt.2 
More just (than the rest):** sisi 
Did I not say to you, q° ui 4 a ANIA 


‘Why not glorify (Allah)?"” 


29. They said: “Glory shit Ls [oaemel Al ® 


To our Lord! Verily we 
Have been doing wrong!" 


$0. Then they turned, one LICE De ead we 13k 
Against another, in reproach.*** ones ee a lene BIO 
$1. They said: “Alas for us! “4 tenet 
We have indeed transgressed! GabiS CEL ee 
$2. “It may be that our Lord en Con on WEE ae 
Will give us in exchange shell Le RezG) 
A better (garden) than this: oder 5s 
For we do turn to Him if Snes SG 
(In repentance)!""*** 
ou 444 
$3. Such is the Punishment vil wing 
(In this life); but greater © 
Is the Punishment*** deg {Ae 
In the Hereafter— Bis sii wh 
If only they knew! salsl 56) 


C. 248.— To evil and good there can never be the same 
(68:34-52.) End: no authority can the unjust produce 
For their false imaginings. In shame 
Will they realise this on the Day when all 
Illusions will vanish and they find that the time 
For repentance is past. The good man should wait 


5615. This was not necessarily a righteous man, but there are degrees in guilt. He had warned them, 
but he had joined in their unjust design. - 


5614. When greed or injustice is punished people are ready to throw the blame on others. In this case, 
one particular individual may have seen the moral guilt of defying the Will of Allah and the right of man, 


but if he shared in the enterprise in the hope of profit, ‘he could noc get out of all responsibilicy. yr 


5615. If the repentance was true, there was hope. For Allah often turns a great evil to our good. If not 
true, they only added hypocrisy to their other sins. : 

The Parable presupposes that the garden came into the possession of selfish men, who were so puffed 
up with their good fortune that they forgot Allah. That meant that they also became harsh to their fellow 
creatures. In their arrogance they plotted to get up early and defeat the claims of the poor at harvest time 
They found their garden destroyed by a storm. Some reproached others, but those who sincerely repented 
obtained mercy. The “better garden” may have been the same garden, flourishing in a future season under 
Allah's gift of abundance. 


5616 Even in this life the punishment for heedless or selfish arrogance and sin comes suddenly when 
we least expect it. But there is always room for Allah's Mercy if we sincerely repent. If the Punishment in 
this life seems to us so stupefying, how much worse will it be in the Hereafter, when the Punishment will not 
be only for a limited time, and the time for repentance will have passed? 





Surah 68: Al Qalam 1511 BG ate 


And should never lose patience, even though 
Things go dead against him. Jonah suffered 
In agony, but his sincere repentance 

Brought him the grace of his Lord, and he 
Joined the company of the Righteous: 

For Truth is firm and unshaken, is calm 

And works good, through all Allah’s Creation, 


SECTION 2. 
34. Berily, for the Righteous, Sie aot aie 
Are Gardens of Delight,**” en Sor ety conse! dr) 
In the Presence 


Of their Lord. 


35. Shall We then treat cS yea ttcontt ety 
The People of Faith Ce plc aoc 


Like the People of Sin?5*'* 


36. What is the matter 2 shez ck 
With you? How judge ye? RFACIONS AV ep 

37. Or have ye a Book Laer yp eee ot 
Through which ye learn— Syed aS f i 

$8. That ye shall have, estat, 4 Sexe 
Through it whatever SgF gs SI5) 


Ye choose?5®!9 


With Us on oath,**° 


39. Or have ye Covenants te oes Ker ars) 





5617. All symbols of delight. expressed in terms of sense, are spiritualized by their being referred to the 
presence of Allah. The Garden is a joy, but the joy of this spiritual Garden is the sense of nearness to Allah. (R). 


5618, The spiritual arrogance which rejects faith in Allah is perhaps the worst Sin, because it makes itself 
impervious to the Mercy of Allah, as a bed of clay is impervious to the absorption of water. It sets up its own 
standards and its own will, but how can it measure or bind the Will of Allah? It sets up its own fetishes —idols, 
priests, gods, or godlings. The fetishes may be even God-given gifts or faculties. Intellect or Science, if pushed 
up to the position of idols. If they are made rivals to Allah, question them: Will they solve Allah's mysteries, 
or even the mysteries of Life and Soul? 


5619. It is clearly against both logic and justice that men of righteousness should have the same End 
as men of sin. Even in this life, man cannot command whatever he chooses, though he is allowed a limited 
freedom of choice. How can he expect such a thing under a reign of perfect Justice and Truth? 


5620. Nor can the Pagans plead that they have any special Covenants with Allah which give them a favoured 
position above other mortals. The “Chosen Race” idea of the Jews is also condemned. It is quite true that 
acertain race or group, on account of special aptitude may be chosen by Allah to uphold His truth and preach 
it. But this is conditional on their following Allah's Law. As soon as they become arrogant and selfish, they 
lose that position. They cannot have a perpetual and unconditional lease till the Day of Judgement. 
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Reaching to the Day Yeovite o 4 bein 
Of Judgement, (providing) Lal Saal 
That ye shall have o stiz be 
Whatever ye shall demand? EroZ ING 

40. Ask thou of them, Bains 8S cae, 
Which of them will stand aay el Ql © 
Surety for that! 

41. Or have they some. S48 ith 
“Partners” (in Godhead)?" A Perea C)! 
Then let them produce Cat Atit 10 tet ate 
Their “partners” Ushe boley | pt 
If they are cruthful! 

42. (he Day that the shank *™ A RNS Chee 1 
Shall be laid bare, Sor GIS SO 
And they shall be summoned i ar 35% ; 4) Js 085 


To prostrate in adoration, 
But they shall not be able— 


43. Their eyes will be*®* me othe CDS Bee a 
Cast down —ignominy will 4b gin Ba rer coe 
Cover them; seeing that ib hts aes 
They had been summoned Spee yi 
Aforetime to prostrate in adoration, - 5 oe 
While they were in good shape, ””* Ophea dy 
(And had refused). 

44. Then leave Me*®* alone EAC RRR oC, 002 

. i) ‘ 
With such. as reject ¢ oe B55 3493 58 
This Message: by degrees BK arene 
Shall We punish them ASE PEO 





5621. “Partners” in Godhead: as in the doctrine of the Trinity, or indeed in any form of polytheism, Such 
a doctrine destroys the cardinal doctrine of the Unity of Allah. 


5622. The Day that the Shin shail be laid bare, that is, when men are confronted with the stark reality 
of the Day of Judgement. On that occasion men will be summoned to adoration, not necessarily in words, 
but by the logic of facts, when the Reality will be fully manifest: the Glory will be too dazzling for the Unbelievers, 
whose past deliberate refusal, when they had freedom to choose, and yet rejected, will stand in their way. (R). 


5623. Their past memories, combined with their present position, will then fill them with a sense of the 
deepest dismay and humiliation. See last note. 


5624. Salimiin; whole, in full possession of the power of judgement and will; not constrained, as they 
now will be, by the Punishment staring them full in the face. 


5625. Notice the transition between “Me” and “We’ in this verse, and again to “'I'’ and "My" in the next 
verse. The first person plural ordinarily used in the Holy Qur'an as Allah's Word, is the plural of respect, 
In Royal decrees the first person plural is similarly used. When the first person singular is used, it marks some 
special personal relation, either of Mercy or favours (as in 2:38 or 2:150) or of punishment, as here. (Cf. n. 
56 to 2:38). 
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From directions th eive oy m8 ge 
ea ee ayo of 
“4. A (long) respite will I go gee I, 
Grant them: truly aS AITO: 
Powerful is My Plan. 
46. Or-is it that. thou. dost ieSs1 @ 
Ask them for a reward,*®’ seis pesca 
So that they are burdened pAceho res 
With a load of debt?— Cglats s ancy 
47. Or that the Unseen**** Ate uit paella v ae 
Is in their hands, so that Sr “ee © 


They can write it down? 


48. So wait with patience “\"- Al © ot 
For the Command wb 5 As job UY 
Of thy Lord, and be not 
Like the Companion®**® oplce SSS 
Of the Fish—when. he wh rae At 
Cried out in agony. ¢ gag Sob >} 

49. Had not Grace ISS AGS 
From His Lord Aiea isp 
Reached him, he Ale af oF 7? 
Would indeed have been Saal ae aod a 
Cast off on the naked*'®° BRO eRE 
Shore, in disgrace. ps yey 





5626. Cf. 7:182. We must not be impatient if we see the wicked flourish. It may be that the very appearance 
of flourishing here may be a part of the Punishment. There may be an eventual punishment by a sort of Cataclysm; 
but evolutionary punishment is gradual and sure. Allah may punish wicked people by granting them respite 
and providing them worldly benefits in abundance, which encourages them in sin and transgression. So when 
they are finally seized by the Wrath of Allah they are caught suddenly and utterly unprepared, as it were, 
red-handed while engrossed in disbelief, a life of impiety and open revolt against their Lord! (R). 


5627. Cf 52:40 n- 5074. It costs the Unbelievers nothing to hear the Preacher, for the Preacher asks for 
no reward, and indeed suffers for their benefit. The Preacher need not look even for appreciation or conversions. 
Al Mustafa is addressed in the first instance, but there is always a universal interpretation. The righteous man 
asks for no reward for his preaching or example: if he did, the value would be too great for the world to 
pay for. The Unbelievers behave as if they had the secret of the Unseen, but they are empty triflers, for, if 
they only tried to formulate spiritual laws, they would fail. 


5628.. Cf, 52:41, n, 5075, The Unseen is certainly not within their knowledge or control, If it were, they 
could clearly write it down for their own guidance or the guidance of others. They should listen to the words 
of inspiration, sent by the Knower of all things. 


5629. This was Dhu al Niin, or Jonah, for whom see n. 2744 to 21:87-88. Cf also 37:139-148 and the 
notes there. Jonah was asked to preach to the people of Nineveh, a wicked city, He met with hostility and 
persecution, fled from his enemies, and took a boat. He was caught in a storm and thrown into the sea. He 
was swallowed by a fish or whale, but he repented in his living prison, and was forgiven. But the people of 
Nineveh were also forgiven, for they, too, repented. Here is a double allegory of Allah's mercy and forgiveness, 
and a command to patience, and complete and joyful submission to the Will of Allah. 


» 5630. Cf $7:145-146, and n. 4126. 


- 
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50. Thus did his Lord** Deckoc et 
Choose him and make him MESO 
Of the compan 2. yen 3s 
Of the Righteous." pela lsialers 

51, d the Unbelievers 0 ot AI ES Fa 
ould almost trip thee up*** are eh wl (Sed sols ® 
With their eyes when they UIE Tt aare tie AG 
Hear the Message; and they Bpecbail ag gins Sallie W 


Say: “Surely he is possessed!" 


52. But it is nothing less 2 BES oper 
Than a Message’ nda SsY als @ 
To all the worlds. 





5631. Jonah was chosen by Allah's Grace and Mercy to be Allah's Prophet to Nineveh. If in his human 
frailty he lost a little patience, he suffered his punishment, but his true and sincere repentance and recognition 
of Allah's goodness and mercy restored him from his physical and mental distress, and from the obscuration 
of the spiritual Light in him. 


5682. Cf 4:69, n. 586, In the beautiful Fellowship of the Righteous there is room for all, of every grade 
of spiritual advancement, from the highest to the most ordinary, But, as in democratic politics every citizen's 
rights and status have complete recognition, so, in the spiritual Fellowship, the badge of Righteousness is the 
bond, even though there may be higher degrees of knowledge or experience. 


5633. The eyes of evil men look at a good man as if they would “eat him up’, or trip him up or disturb 
him from his position of stability or firmness, They use all sorts of terms of abuse —‘madman’” or “one possessed 
by an evil spirit’, and so on. Cf 68:2 above, and n. 5594. But the good man is unmoved, and takes his even 
course. The Message of Allah is true and will endure, and it is a Message to all Creation. 


5634. This is the extreme antithesis to madness or demoniacal possession. So far from the Prophet 
uttering words disjointed or likely to harm people, he was bringing the Message of true Reality, which was 
to be cure of all evil, in every kind of world. For the different kinds of worlds see n, 20 to 1:2. 


Intro. to Surah 69 
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INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY: SURAH 69—AL HAQQAH 


This Stirah belongs to the early middle period of Makkan Revelation. The eschatological 
argument is pressed home: ‘the absolute Truth cannot fail; it must prevail; therefore be not lured 
by false appearances in this life; it is Revelation that points to the sure and certain Reality. 


C. 249.—In this fleeting world few things are what 
(69:1-52.) They seem. What then is sure Reality? 





Nations and men in the past assumed 

Arrogance and perished because they were unjust, 
But that destruction was but a foretaste 

Of the Doom to come in the Hereafter, when all 
Creation will be on a new plane, and true values 
Will be fully established: to the Righteous 

Will be Bliss, and to Evil, Punishment. 

The Word of Revelation is not a Poet's 
Imagination or a Soothsayer's groping 

Into the future. It is Allah’s own Message, 

Of Mercy to the Righteous, and warning 

To those who reject the Truth. Praise 

And Glory to the name of Allah Most High! 


1516 
Sirah 69. 
Al Haqqah (The Sure Reality) 


In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious 
Most Merciful. 


1. The Sure Reality!**"* 


2. What is the Sure Reality? 


8. And what will make 
Thee realise what 
The Sure Reality is? 


4. The Thamud’** 
And the ‘Ad people 
(Branded) as false 
The Stunning Calamity!***’ 


5. But the Thamiid— 
They were destroyed 


BBS 
Pane oO) 
i> 


FF IRIE: 


POON 


OT: 


By a terrible Storm**** 7 tts ot 
Of thunder and lightning! Us| |,<o—als 
6. And the ‘Ad—**5* *s oe. 2 
They were destroyed (emusic 
By a furious Wind, ie Aas 
Exceedingly violent; Pe fr 
7. He made it rage J Jem pele ay} 
Against them seven nights ohoye 
And eight days in succession: G — sols; 





5635. Al Haqqah: the sure Truth: the Event that must inevitably come to pass; the state in which all 
falsehood and pretence will vanish, and the absolute Truth will be laid bare. The question in the three verses 
raise an air of mystery. The solution is suggested in what happened to the Thamiid and the “Ad, and other 
people of antiquity, who disregarded the Truth of Allah and came to violent end, even in this life — symbolically 
suggesting the great Cataclysm of the Hereafter, the Day of Doom. 


5636. For these two peoples of antiquity, see n. 1043 to 7:73, and n, 1040 to 7:65. 


5637, Another description of the terrible Day of Judgement. This word Qa@rt@h also occurs as the title 
of S. 101. 


6638. The Thamiid were addicted to class arrogance. They oppressed the poor. The prophet Salih preached 
to them, and put forward a wonderful she-camel as symbol of the rights of the poor, but they hamstrung 
her. See n. 1044 tw 7:78. They were destroyed in a mighty calamity, an earthquake accompanying a terrible 
thunderstorm. 


5639. The ‘Ad were an unjust people spoilt by their prosperity. The prophet Hid preached to them in 
vain. They were apparently destroyed by a terrible blast of wind. See n. 1040 to 7:65. See also 41:15-16, n. 
4483, and 54:19, n. 5144. 
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So that thou couldst see % »* 
The (whole) people lying Jeleseal_ se 
Prostrate in its (path), < Bis 5% ost 

As if they. had been rep aor | 


Roots of hollow palm trees***° 


Tumbled down! 
8. Then seest thou any 1st 84 40 9e7 
Of them left surviving?***! a Bb et) SAS? ‘0: 
9. d Ph aoh,** telat dat Oe 
nd hae before him,**? Aprons co: 
And the Cities Overthrown,**** Sit aang 
Conimitted habitual Sin, sbihe Sop, 
10. And disobeyed (each) aah ted pao 
The messenger of their Lord; Ty Rf porte 
So He punished them 7 Trachea ck 
With an abundant Penalty. 41) Pe eld chem 
ll, We, when the water Tier ath 
(Of Noah's Flood) overflowed EO 
i imi 2 “99. S Aad 
Beyond its limits,°** iWls <€ 


Carried you (mankind), 
In the floating (Ark), 


12. That We might caer 
Make it a Message***® Fe <a 





5640. A graphic simile, Dead men all lying about like hollow trunks of palm trees with their roots expdsed! 
The ‘Ad were reputed to be of a tall stature. 


5641, The calamity was thorough. The ‘Ad were destroyed, and then the Thamiid, and only the tradition 
of them was left behind. See the references in n. 5636. 


5642. Pharaoh's Messenger was Moses. See the story in 7:103-137 and the notes there. Pharaoh was 
imordinately proud, and his fall was proportionately great: it gradually extended to his dynasty and his people: 
See Appendix V of S, 7. 

5645, If we follow the sequence of peoples whose sins destroyed them, as mentioned in 7:59-158, we begin 
with Noah, then have the ‘Ad, and the Thamiid, then the Cities of the Plain. then Midian, then the people 
whose prophet was Moses (who occupies a central place in the canvas), and then the Pagan Quraysh, to whom 
came the last and the greatest of the prophets, our holy Prophet Muhammad. This is the chronological sequence. 
Here there is no detail, nor even complete mention. But Noah is alluded to last, and the “Ad and the Thamtd 
mentioned first, because the latter two belong to Arab tradition, and this is specially addressed to the Pagans 
of Makkah. Pharaoh is mentioned rather than Moses for the same reason, and any others are “those before 
Pharaoh”. 

5644. The Cities Overthrown: Sodom and Gomorrah, Cities of the Plain, to whom Lot preached see 9:70, 
n. 1350; and 7:80-84, n. 1049. 

5645, It was a widespread Flood, C/, 7:59-64; also 11;25-49, Noah was ridiculed for his preparations for 
the Flood, see 11:38, n. 1531, But Allah had commanded him to build an Ark, in order that mankind should 
be saved from perishing in the Flood. But only those of Faith got into the Ark and were saved. As the Ark 
was built to Allah's command, Allah “carried you (mankind) in the floating (Ark)”. (R). 

5646, It was a memorial for all time, Lareng sane recess oalbe ty alte ay but the good are saved 
by the mercy of Allah. 
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Unto you, and that ears BL 7 BI, 27 
(That should-hear the tale 46'905'\psy 
And) retain its memory 

Should bear its (lessons) 

In remembrance.**’ 


18. Then, when one BS FPS oc ae 
Blast is sounded ihe youd squall Bi ss ir? 


On the Trumpet,**® 


14. And the earth is moved, 4 Ree ape 
And its mountains, 5° JORGATAIS 
And they are crushed to powder 4 && 
At one stroke — rae >'s as 

15. On that Day ae pe 
Shall the (Great) Event POR OA SUELO ) 


Come to pass, 


16. And the sky will be pete oy 
Rent asunder, for it will Laly ie 2. e pvealre Sil, @ 


That Day be flimsy, 


17. And the angels will be Gis iE aI, ‘Om 


On its sides, °° 


And eight will, that Day, %, re met ehh Aue 628 ee 
Bear the Throne®*®! fests SOP O SE AS 
Of thy Lord above them. 

18. Chat Day shall ye be Sp way ‘ 


Brought to Judgement: 





5647, Cf the biblical phrase, “He that hath ears to hear, let him hear” (Matt. 11:15). But the phrase 
used here has a more complicated import, An ear may hear, but for want of will in the hearer the hearer 
may not wish, for the future or for all time, to retain the memory of the lessons he has heard, even though 
for the time being he was impressed by it. The penetration of the Truth has to be far deeper and subtler, 
and this is desired here. 


5648. We now come to the Inevitable Event, the Day of Judgement, the theme of this Stirah. This is 
the first Blast referred to in $9:68, n. 4343. 


5649: The whole of our visible world, as we now know it, will pass away, and a new world will come 
in.o being. The mountains are specially mentioned, because they stand as a type of hardness, size, and durability. 
They will be “crushed to powder’) r.e., lose their form and being at one stroke (Cf 89:21). 


5650, The whole picture is painted in graphic poetical images, to indicate that which cannot be adequately 
described in words, and which indeed our human faculites with their present limited powers are not ready 
to comprehend. The angels will be on all sides, arrayed’ in ranks upon ranks, and the Throne of the Lord 
on high will be borne by eight angels (or eight rows of angels). That will be the Day when Justice will be 
fully established and man be mustered to his Lord for reckoning. (R). 


5651, The number eight has perhaps no special significance, unless it be with reference to the shape 
of the Throne or the number of the angels. The Oriental Throne is often octagonal, and its’ bearers would 
be one at each corner. (R). 
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Not an act of yours Bruerh suey 4 
That ye hide will be hidden. Ae nak 

19. Then he that will be oer Ree ce 
Given his Record Anca aS C31 Sal 4 
In his right hand**** me cna & Bee 
Will say: “Ah here! ssi Ise al pola sit 


Read ye my Record! 


20. “I did really understand**** oF 7 AS ath Mars 
That my Account would Walon glib! GD 
(One Day) reach me!” 


21. And ‘he will be Pan 
In a life of Bliss, fre pac de) OOD 

22. In a Garden on high, Mee Gop 

23. The Fruits whereof**** aden 
(Will hang in bunches) AasGa,bs @ 


Low and near. 


24, “Eat ye and drink ye, be clarity 
With full satisfaction; Cosa STi 8 GD 
Because of the (good) pe Poaliegeet oll, gee 5 
That ye sent before you,**** 4 Ji) ay Gall, 


In the days that are gone!’’5®°® 


25. And he that will v isetege$ ack py 
given his Record <alacs, SG s\nUly {cop 


In his left hand,***’ 





5652. Cf 17:71, where the righteous are described as those who are given theit record in their right hand 
at Judgement. In 56:27, 38, and other passages, the righteous are called “Companions of the Right Hand”. 


565%. The righteous one rejoices that the faith he had during this world’s life was fully justified, and 
is now actually realised before him. He quite understood and believed that good and evil must meet with 
their due a in the Hereafter, wate much appearances may have been against it in the life in 
the lower world, “in the days that are gone." 


5654. The symbolism is that of ripe, luscious grapes, hanging low in heavy bunches, so near that they 
could be gathered and enjoyed in dignified ease. Cf. also.55:54 and 76:14. 


5655. Cf 2-110: "Whatever good ye send forth for your souls before you, ye shall find it with Allah: for 
Allah sees well:all that ye do.” 


5656. It will be a wholly new world, a mew earth and a new heaven, when the blessed might well think 
with calm relief of “the days that are gone” Cf. 14:48, and n, 1925. Even Time and Space will be no more, 
wo that any ideas that we may form here will be found to have become wholly obsolete by them. 


5657. This is in contrast to the righteous ones who will receive their record in their right hand. Cf 69:19, 
n. 5652. The righteous are glad when they remember their past; their memory is itself a precious possession. 
The unjust are in agony when they remember their past, Their memory is itself a grievous punishment. 
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Will say: “Ah! would 
That my record had not 
Been given to me! 



























26. “And that I had never 
Realised how 
My account (stood)! 


27. “Ah! would that (Death)"*™ 
Had made an cnd of me! 





a ft. - eae ee 
| lal! Bf 2" 
- 7 = = etl 


28. “Of no profit to me 


Sy et tc a 
Has been my wealth! ables ai geile 


20. “My power has 
Perished from me!" , ,"*" 


hie ibs @ 


80. (Whe stern command will say): 
“Seize ye him, 
And bind ye him," 


fae g a8 
Sylabay i 


31. “And burn ye him 
In the Blazing Fire. 


82. “Further, make him march (ge 4\ re 


In a chain, whereof" 
The length is seventy cubits! 


\, he 


PETE 


35. “This was he that viet # eae 4s 
Would. not believe acl LANE) ep 
In Allah Most High, =! ae 
SOSIRis “The idikaste na feces thie tift'was bute wreinstiion inex’: new world."They would Weldbrakin chatdealy 
wid ben the ena of all things, bod it will mor be 


S650, The intensest agony is when che soul loses power over itself, when the personality tries to real 
iteelf in new conditions and cannoe this in life in death, 


6660. Perhaps che word for ‘bind’ should be conatrwed:: ‘bind his hands round bis neck, to remind him 
that his hands when they were free were closed to all acts of charity and mercy’) Cf 17:29. 


5661. The sinful men who will be given their record on the Day of Judgement in abeir left hands will 
be in utter despair, Their power and aushority which they misused 10 perpetrate injustice and oppression will 
be gone. The wealth that had made them turn a deaf ear to the call of crath will be no more. They will oy 
out in agony, °O woukd that we were mcver taised again! O would that death had obliterated us once for all” 
But these cries wall be of no avail, They will be scied, bowsd-in chains and thrown into the Blaring For 
for their crimes againe: Allah and man. [Edu |. 


6662. The grip of sin war fasened on siciners becmuse they forsook Allah, They ran-after their own bons 
and worshipped them or they ran after Allah's creatures, ignoring Him Who ia che couse and source of all good. 
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5668, Cf 107:8; 89:18. The practical result of their rebellion against the God of Mercy was that their 
sympathies dried up. Not only did they not help or feed those in need, but they hindered others from doing 
so. And they have neither friend nor sympathy (food) in the Hereafter. 


5664. They wounded, many, people by their cruelty and injustice in this life, and it is befitting that they 
thould have no food other than “the corruption from the washing of wounds”: (R). 


§665. This is an adjuration in the same form as that which occurs in 56:75, 70:40, 90:1, and elsewhere. 
Allah's Word is the quintessence of Truth. But wharif someone doubts whether a particular message is Allah's 
Word communicated through His Messenger, or merely an imaginary tale presented by a poet, or a soothsayer's 
vain prophecy? Then we have to examine it in the light of our highest spiritual faculties. The witness to that 
Word is what we know in the visible world, in which falsehood in the long run gives place to truth, and what 
we know in the invisible world, through our highest spiritual faculties. We are asked to examine and test it 
in both these ways, : 


5666. Honoured messenger: one that is worthy of honour on account of the purity of his life, and may 
be relied upon not to invent things but to give the true inner experiences of his soul in Revelation. 


5667. A poet draws upon his imagination, and the subjective factor is so strong that though we may learn 
much from him, we cannot believe as facts the wonderful tales he has to tell. And the poet who is not a Seer 
ismerely a vulgar votary of exaggerations and falsehoods. 
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5668. A soothsayer merely pretends to foretell future events of no profound spiritual consequence. Most 
ol his prophecies are frauds, and none of them is meant to teach lessons of real admonition. Such admonition 
is the work of an honoured prophet. 


5669. The right hand is the hand of power and action. Anyone who is seized by his right hand is prevented 
from acting as he wishes or carrying out his purpose, The argument is that if an imposter were to arise, he 
would soon be found out. He could not carry out his fraud indefinitely. But the prophets of Allah, however 
much they are persecuted, gain more and more power every day, as did the Holy Prophet, whose truth, earnestness, 
sincerity, and love for all, were recognised as his life unfolded itself. (R). 


5670, This would effectually stop the functioning of his life. 


5671. The protection which the prophets of Allah enjoy in circumstances of danger and difficulty would 
not be available for imposters. (R). 


5672. The Message of Allah is glad tidings for those who believe in Him and follow His Law, for it is 
a message of Mercy and Forgiveness through repentance and amendment. But in the case of the wicked it 
is a cause of sorrow, for it denounces sin and proclaims the punishment of those who do not turn from evil 
(Cf 2:167). 
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5678. All Truth is in itself certain. But as received by men, and understood with reference to men's 
psychology, certainty may have certain degrees. There is the probability or certainty resulting from the application 
of man's power of judgement and his appraisement of evidence. This is ‘ilm al yagin, certainty by reasoning 
or inference. Then there is the certainty of seeing something with our own eyes. “Seeing is believing. This 
is ain al yagin, certainty by personal inspection. See 102:5, 7, Then, as here, there is the absolute Truth, 
with no possibility of error of judgement or error of the eye, (which stands for any instrument of sense-perception 
and any ancillary aids, such as microscopes, etc.). This absolute Truth is the hagq al yaqin spoken of here. 


5674. As Allah has given us this absolute Truth through His Revelation, it behooves us to understand 
it and be grateful to Him. We must celebrate His praises in thought, word and deed. 


Intro. to Sirah 70 1524 


INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY: SURAH 70—AL MA'ARI] 


This is another eschatological Strah closely connected in subject matter with the last one. 
Patience and the mystery of Time will show the ways that climb to Heaven. Sin and Goodness 
must each eventually come to its own. 


Chronologically it belongs to the late early or early middle Makkan period, possibly soon 
after S. 49. 


C. 250.—Man can ascend to the Presence of Allah, 

(70:1-44.) But by gradual Ways and in process of Time, 
But what is Time? A Day is as fifty 
Thousand years, on two different planes. 
What seems near is far, and what seems far is near. 
So will be Judgement, when things as we know them 
Will be transformed completely in a world 
All new, Evil will come to its own, 
Whatever its masks in this transitory world, 
And good will surely reach its goal. 
The good life is patience in prayer 
And well-doing, Faith and the earnest search 
For the Good Pleasure of Allah, purity and probity. 
These are the paths to the Heights and the Gardens 
Of Bliss. No evil can enter there: 
For the evil are other ways, leading 
By steep descent to dark Ignominy! 
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5675. Any one might ask. When will Judgement come? That question usually implies doubt. The answer 
is; the mystery of Time is beyond man's comprehension. But there is something which touches him closely 
and concerns his conduct and his future welfare; and that is explained in four propositions: (1) Judgement 
issure to come, and none can ward it off; (2) it will exact a dreadful Penalty from Unbelievers, but the righteous 
have nothing to fear; (3) it will be a Penalty from Allah, the Lord of both Justice and Mercy, it will not be 
merely a blind calamity of fate; and (4) further we are reminded of another title of Allah. “Lord of the Ways 
of Ascent"; which means that though He sits high on His Throne of Glory, He is not inaccessible. but in His 
infinite Mercy has provided ways of ascent to Him; see next note. 


5676. Marz: stairways, ways of ascent. In 48:55, the word is used in its literal sense: “silver stairways 
on which to go up”. Here there is a profound spiritual meaning, Can we reach up to Allah Most High? In 
His infinite grace He gives that privilege to angels and spiritual beings, man being such in his highest aspect. 
But the way is not easy, nor can it be travelled in a day. See the next two notes. 


5677, Rik: “The Spirit", Cf 78:38, “the Spirit and the angels”; and 97:4, “the angels and the Spirit”. 
In 16:2, we have translated Riih by “insptration’! Some Commentators understand the angel Gabriel by “the 
Spirit’. But I think a more general meaning is possible, and fits the context better. (R). 


5678. Cf. 32:4-5, and notes 3632 and $634. 


5679. The prophet of Allah, persecuted and in trouble with the world, should -yer hold: Patience—not 
the sort of patience which goes with complaints expressed or suppressed, but the sort of patience that is content 
with the ordering of Allah's world, for he believes and knows it to be good,.as did the holy Prophet Muhammad. 
Such a patience is akin to Good Pleasure, for it arises from the purest faith and trust in Allah. (R). 
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5680. The men of evil may see the just retribution for their sins so far off that they doubt whether it 
would ever come. But in Allah's sight, and on the scale of the Universal Plan| it is quite near; for time a 
we know it hardly exists in the spiritual world. It may come even in this life: butit is bound to come eventually, 


5681. Cf 18:29 (where the wrongdoer will have a drink like melted brass in Hell); and 44:45, (where 
his food will be like molten brass). Here the appearance of the sky is compared to molten brass, or, as some 
understand it, like the dregs of oi]. What is conveyed by the metaphor is that the beautiful blue sky will melt away. 


5682. Cf 101:5, where the metaphor of carded wool is used, The mountains which seem so solid will 
be like flakes of wool driven by the carder’s hand. 


5688. The world as we know it will have so completely passed away that the landmarks in the heavens 
and on earth will also have vanished. Not only that, but the human relationships of mind and heart will have 
been transformed by sin into something ugly and dreadful. The sinners will be so overcome with terror at 
the realisation of their personal responsiblity that they will desert their most intimate friends, and indeed their 
iin ge OSI AEE ORIG. BF 


5684. The sinner will offer his children, his family; iv idemmndiay Mchiotih d dheheabédlid peotected himits 
fact everything on earth that he could—as a ransom for himself. Such would be his'selfishness and his agony. 
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5685. What would not the sinner give for his own deliverance! But nothing could save him. The Fire 
of Hell would be roaring, for him! 


5686. It would be a Fire not only burning his body, but reaching right up to his brains and his understanding 
and—as is said in 104:7—his heart and affections also, In other words the Penalty typified by the Fire will 
burn into his inmost being. 


5687, The analysis of sin is given in four masterstrokes, of which the first two refer to the will or psychology 
of the sinner, and the last two to the use he makes of the good things of this life, (1) Sin begins with turning 
your back to the Right, refusing to face it squarely, ranning away from it whether from cowardice or indifference. 
(2) But Conscience and the sense of Right will try to prevent the flight; the Grace of Allah will meet the sinner 
at all corners and try to reclaim him; the hardened sinner will deliberately turn away his face from it, insult 
it, and reject it. ($) The result of this psychology will be that he will abandon himself to greed, to the collection 
of riches, and the acquisition of material advantages to which he is not entitled; this may involve hypocrisy, 
fraud, and crime. (4) Having acquired the material advantages, the next step willbe to keep others out of 
them, to prevent hoarded wealth from fructifying by circulation, to conceal it from envy or spite. This is the 
spiritual Rake's Progress, 


5688. Man, according to the Plan of Allah, was to be in the best of moulds (95;4). But in order to fulfil 
his high destiny he was given free will to a limited extent. The wrong use of this free will makes his nature 
weak (4:28), or hasty (17:11), or impatient, as here. That becomes his nature by his own act, but he is spoken 
of as so created because of the capacities given to him in his creation; 


5689. In adversity he complains and gets into despair. In prosperity he becomes arrogant and forgets 
other people's rights and his own shortcomings. Cf 41:49-50. 
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5690. The description of those devoted to Prayer is given in a number of clauses that follow, introduced 
by the words “Those who. ", “Devoted to Prayer” is here but another aspect of what is described elsewhere 
as the Paithful and the Righteous, Devotion to prayer does not mean merely a certain number of formal rites 
or prostrations, It means a complete surrender of one’s being to Allah. This means an earnest approach to 
and realisation of Allah's Presence (“steadfastness in Prayer”); acts of practical and real charity; and attempt 
to read this life in terms of the Hereafter; the seeking of the Peace of Allah and avoidance of His displeasure; 
chastity; probity! true and firm witness; and guarding the sacredness of the Presence (verse $4). 


5691. See n. 5001 to 51:19. True charity consists in finding out those.in real need, whether they ask or 
not, Most frequently chose who ask are idle men who insolently wish to live upon others, But all cases of those 
who ask should be duly investigated, in case a little timely help may set the erring on the way. But the man 
with wealth or talent or opportunity has the further responsibility of searching out those in need of his assistance, 
in order to. show that he holds all gifts in trust for the service of his fellow creatures. 


5692. A true fear of Allah is the fear of offending against His Holy Will and Law, and is therefore akin 
to the love of Allah. It proceeds from the realisation that all true peace and tranquillity comes from attuning 
our will to the Universal Will, and that sin causes discord, disharmony, and displeasure—another name for 
the Wrath of Allah. 


5693. Some would construe this verse: “And their Lord's displeasure is one against which there is no security”; 
meaning that the punishment of sin may come suddenly at any time, when you least expect it, . 


5694. Captives of war may be married as such: see 4:25; but their status is inferior to that of free wives 
until they are free. This institution of the capuves of war is now obsolete. Such inferiority of status as there 
was, wat in the status of captivity, not in the starus of marriage as such, in which there are no degrees except 
by local customs, which Islam does not recognise, 
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5695. For obligations of trusts and covenants, express or implied, see n, 682 to 5:1. They are just as sacred 
in ordinary everyday life as they are in special spiritual relationships, In addition, our life itself, and such 
teason and talents as we possess, as well as our wealth and possessions are trusts, of which we must fulfil the 
duties punctiliously. 


5696. If we know any truth of any kind, to that we must bear witness, as affecting the lives or interests 
of our fellow beings —firmly, not half-heartedly, without fear or favour, even if it causes loss or trouble to us, 


or if it loses us friends or associates. 


5597. Worship or prayer includes honest work, charity, and every good deed. To guard the sacredness 
of this ideal is to sum up the whole duty of man, We began with “steadfastness in prayer” in verse 25 above, 
and after a review of various aspects of the good man’s life, close with the sacredness of worship, e., living 
as in the sight of Allah. 


5598. Before thee. The Unbelievers did not believe in a Hereafter. When the Bliss of the Hereafter was 
described, as in the last verse, they ridiculed it and pretended to be running in for it as in a race. They are 
here rebuked in the same tone of sarcasm. 
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5699. The animal part of man is nothing to be proud of, and they know it. It is by spiritual effort, and 
long preparation through a good life that a man can rise above the mere animal part of him to his high dignity 
as a spiritual being, and his noble destiny in the Hereafter. 


5700. For the form of adjuration, Cf. 69:38, n. 5665; also 56:75. Here the witness placed before us by 
Allah is His own power and glory manifested in the splendour of sunrise and sunset at different points through 
the solar year. 


5701. See n. 4034 to $7:5. If Allah has such power in the wonderful phenomena of the rising of the sun 
at varying points, repeated year after year, can you not see that He can easily substitute better men than you 
Unbelievers and blasphemers? 


5702, The transition from the singular "I" to. the plural "We" may be noted. See n. 56 to 2:38 


5703. Their talk, their scepticism, is vain, because all spiritual evidence is against it, it is like the foolish 
play of people who do not think seriously. But the tremendous Day of Judgement and Reality will come, a 


described in the next two verses, 
5704. Now there will be a definite Goalpost or Banner or Standard of Truth fixed, which all must 


acknowledge. But they will acknowledge it in shame and dejection. For the time for their repentance and 
amendment will then have passed. 
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INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY TO SURAH 71—NUH 


This is another early Makkan Surah, of which the date has no significance. The theme 
is that while Good must uphold the standard of Truth and Righteousness, a stage is reached when 
it must definitely part company with Evil, lest Evil should spread its corruption. The story of Noah’ 
agony is almost a Parable for the Holy Prophet's persecution in the Makkan period. 


C. 251.—The Prophet's Message, as was that of Noah, 
(71:1-28.) Is a warning against sin, and the Good News of Mercy 
Through the door of Repentance: for Allah is loving 


In futile falsehoods. They will be swept away, 
And the earth will be purged of Evil. Let us 
Pray for Mercy and Grace for ourselves, 

For those nearest and dearest to us, 

And for all who turn in faith to Allah, 

In all ages and all countries, 

And amongst all Peoples. 


- 
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5705. Noah's mission is referred to in many places. See specially 11:25-49 and notes. His contemporaries 
had completely abandoned the moral law. A purge had to be made, and the great Flood made it. This gives 
4 new starting point in history for Noah's People—ie., for the remnant saved in the Ark. 


5706. His Warning was to be both clear (i.e, unambiguous) and open (t-¢., publicly proclaimed). Both 
these meanings are implied in Mubin. Cf 67:26. The meaning of the Warning was obviously that if they had 
tepented, they would have obtained mercy. : 


5707. Three aspects of man's duty are emphasised: (1) true worship with heart and soul; (2) God-fearing 
tecognition that all evil must lead to self-deterioration and Judgement; (3) hence repentance and amendment 
of life, and obedience to good men’s counsels. 


5708. Allah gives respite freely; but it is for Him to give it. His command is definite and final; neither 
man nor any other authority can alter or in any way modify it, If we could only realise this to the full in 
our inmost soul, it would be best for us and lead to our happiness. 
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5709. When convincing arguments and warnings are placed before sinners, there are two kinds of reactions. 
Those who are wise receive admonition, repent, and bring forth fruits of repentance, fe. amend their lives 
and turn to Allah. On the other hand, those who are callous to any advice take it up as a reproach, fly farther 
and farther from righteousness, and shut out more and more the channels through which Allah's healing Grace 
can reach them and work for them. 


5710. The literal meaning would be that, just as they thrust their fingers into their ears to prevent the 
voice of the admonisher reaching them, go they covered their bodies with their garments that the light of 
truth should not penetrate to therm and that they should not even be seen by the Preacher, But there is a 
further symbolic meaning.Their garments" are the adornments of vanities, their evil habits, customs, and 
traditions, and their ephemeral interests and standards. They drew them closer round them to prevent the 
higher Light reaching them. They grew obstinate and gave themselves up to the grossest form of selfish arrogance. 


5711. Noah used all the resources of the earnest preacher: he dinned the Message of Allah into their ears; 
he spoke in public places; and he took individuals into his confidence and appealed to them; but all in vain. 


5712. They had perhaps been suffering from drought or famine. If they had taken the message in the 
right way, the rain would have been a blessing to them. They took it in the wrong way, and the rain was a 
curse to ther, for it flooded the country and drowned the wicked generation. In the larger Plan, it was a 
blessing all the sare; for it purged the world, and gave it a new start, morally and spiritually 
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18, “What is the matter 
With you, that ye 
Place not your hope 
For kindness and long-suffering 
In Allah—574 


14, “'Seeing that it is He 
That has created you 
In diverse stages?*’"* 


15. “See ye not 
How Allah has created 
The seven heavens 
One above another,*’" 
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A light in their midst, 
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17. “‘And Allah has produced 
You from the earth, 
Growing (gradually),*”"” 


18. “‘And in the End 
He will return you 
Into the (earth), 
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5718. Each of these blessings —rain and crops, wealth and manpower, flourishing gardens, and perennial 
mreams— are indications of prosperity, and have not only a material but also a spiritual meaning. Note the 
last point, “rivers of flowing water". The perennial springs make the prosperity as it were permanent, they 
indicate a settled population, honest and contented, and enjoying their blessings here on earth as the foretaste 
of the eternal joys of heaven. 


5715-A. An alternative translation would be “ . that ye fear Allah's Message’, ¢.¢, why don't you fear 
Allah's Majesty, His greatness, and consequent punishment for your sinfulness; and hope for His mercy, kindness, 
and reward for your faith and good deeds? The words of the verse contain the twin strands—fear and hope — 
simultaneously. (R). 


5714. Cf. 22:5, and notes 2773-2777; also 25:12-17, and notes 2872-2875. The meaning here may be even 
wider. Man in his various states exhibits various wonderful qualities or capacities, mental and spiricual, that 
may be compared with the wonderful workings of nature on the earth and in the heavens. Will be not then 
aE ce sageNTS meta Who created all these marvels? 


5715. See n. 5559 to 67:5. 


6716. Cf 25:61, where the sun is referred to as che glorious Lamp of che heavens: “Blessed is He Who 
made the Constellations in the skies, and placed therein a lamp, and a moon giving light.” 


5717. Cf 3:37, where the growth of the child Mary the Mother of Jesus is described by the same word 
nabat, ordinarily denoting the growth of plants and trees. The simile is that of a seed sown, that germinates, 
grows, and dies, and goes back to the earth. In man, there is the further process of the Resurrection Cf. also 20:55, 
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5718. Gf 20:53. 


5719. Fijay implies valley roads or passes between mountains. Though there are mountain chains on the 
earth, Allah's artistry has provided even in such regions, valleys and channels by which men may go about, 
Mountain roads usually follow the valleys. 


5719-A. Sinners always resent it as a reproach that righteous men should speak to them for their own 
good. They prefer smooth flatterers, and: they worship power even though the depositories of power are selfish 
men, who neither profis themselves nor profit others by the wealth and manpower that they collect round 
themselves. They forget that mere material things may be a delusion and a snare unless the moral and spiritual 
factor behind them sanctifies them. 


5720. Having got material resources the wicked devise plots to get rid of the righteous whose presence 
is a reproach co them, For a time their plots may seem tremendous and have the appearance of success, but 
they can never defeat Allah's Purpose. 


5721. For an account of how these Pagan gods and superstitions connected with them originated, and 
how they became adopted into the Arabian Pagan Pantheon, see Appendix X at the end of this Sirah 
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A single one on earth!*’** 


27. “For, if Thou dost leave 
(Any of) them, they will 
But mislead Thy devotees, 
And they will breed none 
But wicked ungrateful ones. 
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28. “O my Lord! Forgive me, rw hed a ha 
My parents, all who SY ne SEO 


Enter my house in Faith, wn 77 

And (all) believing men Speeds 
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5722. Such Pagan superstitions and cults do not add to human knowledge or human well-being. They 
only increase error and wrongdoing. For example, how much lewdness resulted from the Greek and Roman 
Saturnalia! And how much lewdness results from ribald Holy songs! This is the natural result, and Noah in 
his bitterness of spirit prays that Allah's grace may be cut off from men who hug them to their hearts They 
mislead others: let them miss their own mark! See also verse 28 below. 


5723. The Punishment of sin seizes the soul from every side and in every form. Water (drowning) indicates 
death by suffocation, through the nose, ears, eyes, mouth, throat, and lungs. Fire has the opposite effects; 
it burns the skin, the limbs, the flesh, the brains, the bones, and every part of the body, So the destruction 
wrought by sin is complete from all points of view, And yet it is not death (20:74); for death would be a merciful 
telease from the Penalty, and the soul steeped in sin has closed the gates of Allah's Mercy on itself. There 
they will abide, unless and “except as Allah willeth” (6:128). For time and eternity, as we conceive them now, 
have no meaning in the wholly new world which the soul enters after death or Judgement. 


5724. The Flood was sent in order to purge all sin. The prayer of Noah is not vindictive. [t simply means, 
"Cut off all the roots of sin” See next note. 


5725. Indeed he prays for himself, his parents, his guests, and all who in earnest faith turn to Allah, 
in all ages and in all places. Praying for their forgiveness is also praying for the destruction of sin. 


5726. This is slightly different in form from verse 24 above, where see n, 5722, See also last note. 
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APPENDIX X. 
Ancient Forms of Pagan Worship (see 71:23, n. 5721) 


From prehistoric times man has sought to worship powers of nature, or symbols representing 
those powers, or idols representing those symbols. In vulgar minds they become debased superstitions, 
and seem to came into competition with the worship of the one True God. 


2. The five names mentioned in 71:25 represent some of the oldest Pagan cults, before 
the Flood as well as after the Flood, though the names themselves are in the form in which they 
were worshipped by local Arab tribes. The names of the tribes have been preserved to us by the 
Commentators, but they are of no more than archaeological interest to us now. But the names 
of the false gods are interesting to us from the point of view of comparative religion, as, under 
one form or another, such cults still exist in countries which have not accepted the Gospel of Unity, 
as they have always existed since man turned from his Maker and Sustainer to the worship of 
created things or invented fancies. 


3. The names of the five false gods and the symbols under which they were represented 
were as follows: 


Pagan god Shape Quality represented 
1. Wadd Man Manly Power 

2. Suwa Woman Mutability, Beauty 
5. Yaghuth Lion (or Bull) Brute Strength 

4. Ya'liq Horse Swiftness 

5. Nasr Eagle, or Vulture, or Falcon Sharp Sight, Insight 


It is not clear whether these names are to be connected with true Arabic verbal roots or 
are merely Arabicised forms of names derived from foreign cults, such as those of Babylonia or 
Assyria, the region of Noah's Flood, The latter supposition is probable. Even in the case of Wadd 
(Affection, Love) and Nasr (Eagle), which are good Arabic words, it is doubtful whether they 
are not, in this connection, translations or corruptions of words denoting foreign cults. 


4. In studying ancient comparative mythologies we must never forget the following facts. 
(1) Men's ideas of God always tend to be anthropomorphic. The qualities which they admire they 
transfer to their godhead. (2) But fear in primitive man also leads to the transfer of anything 
mysterious or imagined to be injurious, to the Pantheon, Such things have to be placated in order 
that they may not injure man. Thus, in popular Hinduism the goddess of smallpox, which causes 
terror over an ignorant countryside, has to be worshipped, placated, or appeased with sacrifice. 
(3) This leads to the worship of animals noxious to man, such as serpent worship, which has prevailed 
and still prevails in many primitive areas. In ancient Egyptian mythology the Crocodile (so common 
in the Nile), the Dog, the Bull, and the Ibis were worshipped both literally and symbolically. 
See Appendix V. (4) But as men's knowledge grows, and they observe the wonderful heavenly bodies 
and their motions, they begin to feel their sublimity, beauty and mystery, and they transfer their 
worship to the heavenly bodies. The first great astronomers in the ancient world were the Babylonians 
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and Chaldaeans. Among them was Abraham's homeland. The allegory of Abraham (6:74-82 and 
notes) points to the importance of the cult of the worship of heavenly bodies and the fallacy in 
them. "It is those who believe, and confuse not their beliefs with wrong— that are truly in security, 
for they are on right guidance” (6:82). The Sabaean worship of heavenly bodies in Arabia had 
probably its source in Chaldaea (see last paragraph of n. 76 to 2:62). (5) A further refined step 
in Paganism is to worship abstractions, to treat concrete things as symbols of abstact qualities 
which they represent. For example, the planet Saturn with its slow motion was treated as phlegmatic 
and evil. The planet Mars with its fiery red light was treated as betokening war and havoc and 
evil, and so on. Jupiter, with its magnificent golden light, was treated as lucky and benignant 
to any who came under its influence. Venus became the symbol and the goddess of carnal love. 
The Pagan Arabs erected Time (Dahr) into a deity, existing from eternity to eternity, and dispensing 
good and ill fortune to man. The ancient Aegean religion treated the vital principle in the same 
way, a8 spontaneous and eternal, and traces of this are found in many religions, ancient and modern. 
(6) The next step was to reincarnate as it were these qualities in beings of flesh and blood, with 
lives, feelings, and passions like those of ordinary men and women, and to fill up a confused Pantheon 
with gods and goddesses that quarrelled, hated, loved, were jealous, and suffered or enjoyed life 
like human beings. In such a Pantheon there was room for demi-gods and real human heroes 
that were worshipped as gods. The Greek poets and artists were past masters in carrying out this 
process, under cover of which they discussed profound human problems with great power. They 
made religion dramatic. While they gained in humanism, they lost the purer spiritual conceptions 
which lift the divine world far above the futilities and crimes of this life. Hierarchical Christianity 
has suffered from this inheritance of the Greek tradition. (7) Where there was a commingling 
of peoples and cultures, several of these ideas and processes got mixed up together. Gods and goddesses 
of different origins were identified with one another, eg, Artemis, the chaste virgin huntress goddesss 
of the Greek Pantheon, was identified with Diana of the Romans, Diana of the Ephesians (representing 
the teeming like of nature), and Selene the cold moon-goddess. Similarly Diana was identified 
with the Egyptian Isis, and Diana's twin brother Apollo (the sun) with the Egyptian Osiris, Forces 
of nature, animals, trees, qualities, astronomical bodies, and various other factors got mixed up 
together, and formed a shapeless medley of superstitions, which are all condemned by Islam. 


5. To revert to the worship of the heavenly bodies. The countless fixed stars in the firmament 
occupied always the same relative positions in the heavens, and did not impress the imagination 
of the ancients like the objects which stood out vividly with mysterious laws of relative motion. 
A few individual stars did attract the worshippers’ attention: e.g., Sirius the Dog star, the brightest 
fixed star in the heavens, with a bluish tinge in its light, and Algol the variable star, being Beta 
of the constellation Perseus, whose variation can be perceived by the naked eye in two or three 
nights, became connected with many legends, myths, and superstitions, It is probably Sirius that 
is referred to as the fixed star in the Parable of Abraham (6:76). With regard to the fixed stars 
in their myriads, the astronomers turned their fancy to devising Groups or Constellations. But 
the moving “stars”, or planets, each with its own individual laws of motion, stood out to them 
personified, each with a motion and therefore will or influence of its own. As they knew and 
understood them, they were seven in number, wiz.; (1) and (2) the moon and the sun, the two 
objects which most closely and indubitably influence the tides, the temperatures, and the life on 
our planet: (3) and (4) the two inner planets; Mercury and Venus, which are morning and evening 
stars, and never travel far from the sun; and (5), (6) and (7) Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn, the outer 
planets, whose elongations from the sun on the ecliptic can be as wide as possible. The number 
seven became itself a mystic number, as explained inn. 5526 to 65:12. 


6. It will be noticed that the sun and the moon and the five planets got identified each 
with a living deity, god or goddess, with characteristics and qualities of its own. The solar myth 
was a myth of very fruitful vitality, and got mixed up with many other myths and ideas. In late 
Roman religion it appears in the story of Apollo, the sun-god of light and learning and of manly 
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beauty, twin brother to Diana the moon-goddess. In ancient Egypt it appears in the myth of Horus, 
the falcon-eyed, or Ra or Re, the Eye, which sees all things. Further, the eagle, or falcon, or hawk, 
became itself identified with the sun, with its piercing light. The sun myth mixes itself up with 
the myth of the Nile and with the cycle of legends connected with Isis and Osiris, who were 
subsequently identified with the moon and the sun divinities. In Babylon the name Shamash (Arabic, 
Shams) proclaims the glory of the sun-god corresponding to the old Sumerian Utu of Babbar, 
while the hymns to Siirya (the sun) in the Rig-Veda and the cult of Mithra in Persia proclaim 
the dominance of sun-worship. 


7. Moon-worship was equally popular in various forms. I have already referred to the classical 
legends of Apollo and Diana, twin brother and sister, representing the sun and the moon. The 
Egyptain Khonsu, traversing the sky in a boat, referred to the moon, and the moon legends also 
got mixed up with those about the god of magic, Thoth, and the Ibis. In the Vedic religion of 
India the moon-god was Soma, the lord of the planets, and the name was also applied to the 
juice which was the drink of the gods. It may be noted that the moon was a male divinity in 
ancient India; it was also a male divinity in ancient Semitic religion, and the Arabic word for 
the moon (gamar) is of the masculine gender. On the other hand, the Arabic word for the sun 
(shams) is of the feminine gender. The Pagan Arabs evidently looked upon the sun as a goddess 
and the moon as a god. 


8. Of the five plancts, perhaps Venus as the evening star and the morning star alternately 
impressed itself most on the imagination of astro-mythology. This planet was in different places 
considered both male and female. In the Bible (Isaiah, 14:12), the words “How art thou fallen, 
O Lucifer, son of the morning!" are understood to refer to the Morning Star in the first instance, 
and by analogy to the King of Babylon. The Fathers of the Christian Church, on the other hand, 
transferred the name Lucifer to Satan, the power of evil. Mercury is a less conspicuous planet, 
and was looked upon as a child in the family, the father and mother being the moon and the 
sun, or the sun and the moon (according to the sex attributed to these divinities), or else cither 
the sun or moon was the father and Venus the mother (the sexes being inter-changeable in the 
myths), Of the three outer planets Jupiter is the most conspicuous: indeed, after the sun and 
the moon, it is the. most conspicuous object in the heavens, and was reputed to be beneficent 
and to bestow good fortune. The sun and the moon being considered in a class apart, Jupiter 
was considered the father of the planets, and possibly his worship got occasionally mixed up with 
that of the sun. Mars and Saturn, as has already been stated, were considered malevolent planets, 
to be feared for the mischief that they might do; for the Pagan Pantheons worshipped powers 
both of good and evil. 


9. It is remarkable that the days of the week are named after the seven planets of geocentric 
astronomy, and if we take them in alternate sequence they indicate the order in which their heavens 


were arranged with reference to proximity to the earth. The following table represents this grouping: — 
Day of the week in 


Planet Presiding god or goddess alternate sequence 
Moon Diana Sunday 
Mercury Mercury Tuesday 
Venus Venus Thursday 
The Sun Apollo Saturday 
Mars Mars Monday 
Jupiter Jupiter Wednesday 


Satum Saturn Friday 
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This alternate sequence is carried into a circle, as the total number is seven, itself a mystic number. 


10. These cross-currents and mixtures of nature-worship, astral-worship, hero-worship, worship 
of abstract qualities, etc., resulted in a medley of debasing superstitions which are summed up 
in the five names, Wadd, Suwa, Yaghuth, Ya'uq, and Nasr, as noted in paragraph 3 above. The 
time of Noah is taken to be the peak of superstition and false worship, and the most ancient cults 
may thus be symbolically brought under these heads. If Wadd and Suw@ represented Man and 
Woman, they might well represent human self-glorification, the worship of Self as against Allah, 
or they might represent the worship of Manly Power and Female Beauty, or other abstract qualities 
of that kind. On the other hand, it is possible that the worship of Jupiter and Venus itself not 
mixed up with the worship of the sun-moon pair. One pair being identified with another pair 
in a Septet, the number seven was reduced to five, and the five (itself a mystic number) might 
itself represent the seven planets as then worshipped. Further, it may be that Nasr (the vulture, 
falcon, hawk, or eagle, the Egyptian Horus) also represents a solar myth, mixed up with the cult 
of the planets. These cross-currents of astro-mythologica] mixtures of cults are well-known to students 
of ancient popular religions. If the five names, from another angle of vision, represent qualities, 
the Wadd-Suw@ pair (Sun-Moon, Jupiter-Venus) would represent manly power and womanly beauty 
or mutability respectively, and the three remaining ones (paragraph $) might represent Brute Strength, 
like that of a Bull or a Lion; Swiftness like that of a Horse or sharpness (of sight or intelligence) 
like that of a vulture, hawk, or eagle. 


ll. It may be noted that the five names of deities mentioned here to represent very ancient 
religious cults are well-chosen. They are not the names of the deities best known in Makkah, but 
rather those which survived as fragments of very ancient cults among the outlying tribes of Arabia, 
which were influenced by the cults of Mesopotamia (Noah's country), The Pagan deities best known 
in the Kabah and round about Makkah were Lat, ‘Uzza, and Manjit. (Manat was also known 
round Yathrib, which afterwards became Madinah.) See 53:19-20. They were all fernale goddesses. 
Lat almost certainly represents another wave of sun-worship: the sun being feminine in Arabic 
and in Semitic languages generally, “Lat may be the original of the Greek “Leto”, the mother 
of Apollo the sun-god (Encyclopaedia of Islam, 1, p. $80). If so, the name was brought in prehistoric 
times from South Arabia by the great Incense Route (n. 3816 to 54:18) to the Mediterranean. 
‘Una probably represents the planet venus. The origin of Manat is not quite clear, but it would 
not be surprising if it also turned out to be astral. The 350 idols established by the Pagans in 
the Kabah probably represented the 360 days of an inaccurate solar year. This was the actual 
“modern” Pagan worship as known to Quraysh contemporary with our Prophet. In sharp contrast to 
this is mentioned the ancient antediluvian worship under five heads, of which fragments persisted in 
outlying places, as they still persist in different forms and under different names in all parts of the 
world, where the pure worship of Allah in unity and truth is not firmly established in the minds and 
hearts of men. 


References. The classical work on Arabian idol-worship is Ibn al Kalbi’s Kitab al Asnam, of the late 
second century of the Hijrah. The book is not easily accessible. Our doctors of religion have evinced no interest 
in the study of ancient cults, or in comparative religion, and most of them had not before them the results 
of modern archarology. But a modern school of Egyptian archaeologists is arising. which takes a great deal 
of interest in the antiquities of their own country. For astral worship consult Hastings’ Encyclopaedia of Religion 
and Ethics, articles on “Sun, Moon, and Stars," as worshipped in different countries. Consult also Sir EA 
Wallis Budge, Gods of the Egyptians, London 1904; A.H. Sayce, Religions of Ancient Egypt and Babylonta 
Gifford Lectures, Edinburgh 1902; M. Jastrow, Religion of Babylonia and Assyria, Boston 1898; E.W. Hopkins, 
Religions of India, London 1896; G.A. Barton, Sketches of Semitic Origins, New York 1902. Any Classical 
Dictionary would give the details of Greck and Roman Mythology. It in curious that the Indus Civilization, 
which resembles the Second Pre-diluvian Culture of Elam and Mesopotamia, does not clearly disclose any 
figns of astral worship. But this study is still in its tentative stage. There is tree and animal worship, phallic 
worship, and the worship of the great Mother goddess. Animal worship regards strength, courage virility, or 
swiftness, as in the Pagan Arabian deities we have been considering. See Sir John Marshall, Mohenjo Daro 
and the Indus Cralization, § vols, London 1931 


App. x. 1542 x 





















wedeen etetmaltion nevnes mda loot md & rome 1s : 
che falean eyed, or Race He, thebye, which eer ull ching: uttiindintad ar fakes> bi 
became jmeif idensified with the sun, oith ite pitreing tigur. The ran myth wikers fur)! v, 
himey aynitie: cet gisitemlacks qtibrow eqienJn mania bee etree ato sent} 0! 
ah tremtats tic ishde ainbisiee jee yratebats do qulberme tai Deekders cote en iesp ste 


Hine gentvihrtonediqegs erie bbe {1 shesd ses chav stgoond yilextodan ov oti 
wis trend «viene egemenal pa cit 


i ni Te lal AeA SnD SiR, Se Wl dH oo 
scien tse BAS URLOH VaLAT SAT hl RAS Barts 
eh Sh Shed W0b i secqsads so sch bo sas i nef tee. a:90 al wh 200 
tiges to dwad uciay 6 to my 


“8; Of de five pinay, peshape Verrus at the evetiiing t27 and ghe inden: tag stay al-ren 
seithialiadsienaciadiaasanaeiadsimedontan toldehdbecestinns hts planet eer ti Uiferes 2 





ae Ted dona oda dy dang wind yom ots 

et edad peat SU Blt ni (OE 2 erin seh nam 

BROEERS ROM, 2013 Ga ARLE? tn, SURE, Nee AgrTp sala ad 
Serensarian 


mtn ple ons one es tw . 
9 toe Ahiw mmoles dave) of mod ef gitiow oxget “oho 
pepe arabe the lo shad Seif isban qidmon mmruliboins tnsioee seh banotiree: | ' 


Sirabcragite’ ni Sonat $iaSElib sobre torus nye taeraiiity eri ralevo! tina yart? ac peennly pet 
n re: 
hae sheen Mecnartathe Saat The Saye of the week Loe vines whier dodel ae Mine 


dak Tote Let y, wok l ov wake them es bnew wrquene ihe aes dee jo @thlet 








cer 





sie] wy to ey Sere >t ra PE Fee fetiack: wT ‘aasaetall 
sevraiel 6 leasaivs ovad eeigiion Yo 01200 we sidtares26 Vines moe td Spd sf T éarjitt-ags 24 tae 


errsaly veoted teas heed coty femmes fats BRM RINT )HOF me Lk seman Di hice ily 

lenb soxtg » cules didw quis of cuigoloratione caine’ te teodoe crrebosn. «suff sgolecadoy ombomll 
A \o nebaae vinnie ‘qpaiees ft chee Gite levee 204 Cuneo? ewo stad to wei iwpenee sdb 2 perevnal 

eds sia) situewes heretib ci tw it “stn? Bod neo net bo bla Jace 


ARBRE bas 4k weit Wo enesgiba\ SAFE FEA POEL cobrol wedi’ wei to LA 
— wa te petted a brn ee maaan —- bt stead Ayradnvtad Garucva Pel 






poi ¢ sipnsath Siaststahi adel sit bd aaiaiedes feed -vradl ow esistsb anidetA. exye’l mf: 04 28 
1221 nobwc! slow E wettaddettD ucbal ait 





Intro. to Stirah 72 1543 


INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY: SURAH 72—AL JINN 


This is a late Makkan Sirah, of which we can be tolerably certain of the date. It was two 
years before the Hijrah, when the Prophet, despised and rejected in his native city of Makkah, 
went to evangelise the lordly men of TWif. They maltreated him and nearly killed him; what caused 
him even greater pain was the maltreatment of the humble and lowly men who went with him, 
Tabari has handed down that memorable Prayer of faith and humility which he offered in the 
midst of his suffering. On his return journey to Makkah, a glorious vision was revealed to him — 
hidden spiritual forces working for him — people not known to him accepting his mission while 
his own people were still rejecting him. Within two months some strangers from Madinah had 
privately met him and laid the foundations of that Hijrah which was to change the fate of Arabia 
and the course of world history. 


C, 252.—Spiritual Truth finds its lodgement 

(72:1-28.) In all sorts of unexpected places, and in all sorts 
Of unexpected ways. The man of God, 
When most depressed by the buffets of a world 
Steeped in selfishness, sees a glorious vision: 
Hidden spiritual forces work for him, 
Make known the truth in marvellous ways, 
And proclaim the Goodness and Judgement of Allah. 
They reject all Error and lead othen w purify 
Their wills and come to Allah. Behold! 
Every place and time, every gift 
Is meet for the service of Allah, the One, 
The True, Whose Word the righteous one 
Proclaims and must proclaim at all cost. 
Man's Duty is plain, but in the Kingdom 
Of Allah, through Allah's chosen ones, 
We rise to higher and higher Mysteries, 
As may be expedient for us. Yet when 
Or how our End may be, is not given 
To man to know; let him but take 
The Treasures well-guarded, that come to him, 
And praise the Lord of all Knowledge and Wisdom! 


Sirah 72. 
Al Jinn (The Spirits) esis = AR 
In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, porta <: « 
Most Meretful. = J SS 
1. Say: It has been . eee t 
Revealed*’*” to me that ne 
A company of Jinns*’** (pices 
Listened (to the Qur'an). pir ae age 
They said, ‘We have — bi 
Really heard a wonderful t20\ = 
Recital !*7** 
2. ‘It gives guidance a oy 44 oe 
To the Right, male Nisan 
And we have believed therein: ite 4 a2 fe 
We shall not join (in worship) Ja 
Any (gods) with our Lord. 
8. ‘And exalted is the Majesty at Si A 
Of our Lord: He has eJS4D 
Taken neither a wife (j A poe - te 
Nor a son.*75° | 9 Ase tel 
4. ‘There were some foolish ones ca ey Be ae 
Among us, who used CD 
To utter extravagant lies 4% % 
Against Allah; (hit Shp 
5. “But we do think Meg Ae {17 5 
That no man or spirit > inl N IEEE, 
Should say aught that is LY terek te, 
Untrue against Allah.’ Ss idly 





5727. Revelation may be through various channels, and one of the channels may be a vision, by which 
the Prophet sees and hears events clearly passing before him. This particular vision may be the same as that 
referred to more briefly in 46:29-52, where see n. 4809. The Jinns had evidently heard of previous revelations, 
that of Moses (46:50), and the error of Trinitarian Christianity (72:5). The people from whom they come have 
all sorts of good and bad persons, but they are determined to preach the good Message of Unity which they 
have heard and believed in. 


5728. For Jinns, see n, 929 to 6:100. (R). 


5729. The Holy Qur'in would be to them a wonderful Recital—both in subject matter and in the 
circurnstance that it had come in Arabia among a pagan and ignorant nation. 

5730. They abjure paganism and also the doctrine of a son begotten by Allah, which would also imply 
a wife of whom he was begotten. C/ 6:101, 

5751. No one ought to entertain false notions about Allah. For by joining false gods in our ideas of worship, 
we degrade our conception of ourselves and the duty we owe to our Creator and Cherisher, to Whom we have 
to give a final account of life and conduct. If we worship idols or heavenly bodies, or human beings, or any 
creature, or false fancies born of self or foolish abstractions, or the lusts and desires of our own hearts, we 
are not only doing violence to Truth, but we are causing discord in the harmony of the world. 





Sirah 72: Al Jinn 1545 ease  Awietss 


6. ‘True, there were persons aed 
Among mankind who took shelter 2239802 iealsra ca I & 
With persons among the Jinns, SOAS BT ? 
But they increased them : Gay passleidlon «hey 


In folly.*?** 


7.. ‘And they (came to) think AGS oa 24 jase O: 
As ye thought, that Allah pcbiSicb 
Would not raise up (rs z ohh 8 
Any one (to Judgement). ao 
8. ‘And we pried into eee Cart eae th oe 
the lect of heaven; Goins LONEOILT ‘0: 
But we found it filled ay" Kas ep ne gy 


With stern guards 
And flaming fires.*7** 


9. ‘We used, indeed, to sit there 


In‘ (hidden) stations, to (steal) aaa nery Jaa es ecalS ly CP 


A hearing; but any ee ae , 
Who listens now*7** Mie oF igse 3 ya} 
Will finda flaming fire we 
Watching him in ambush. Case bl > 

10, ‘And we understand not $- Gyo OG, 

.., Whether ill is intended PIS STG & 
To those on earth, °735 I Arf ly * 
Or whether their Lord wriidor 
(Really) intends to guide 42 esbre 244 
Them to right conduct. Coreg Ls s\ 





5732. If human beings think that by a resort to some myterious spirits they can shelter themselves from 
the struggles and actualities of their own lives, they are sadly mistaken. They must “dree their own weird”, 
as the Scots would say, It is folly to try to escape from the duties which they can understand in their own 
natural surroundings, or to try to avoid the consequences of their own acts. Only such persons do so as do 
‘pot realise chat they will ultimately have to answer at the Judgement Seat of Allah, whose first outpost is in 
their own conscience. 


57358. See notes 195], 1955, and 1954 to 15:17-18. See also. n. 5562 to 67:5. The speakers here have repented 
of sin and evil; but they recognise that there are evil ones among them; who love stealth and prying, bur 
their dark plots will be defeated by vigilant guardians of the Right, haope: reputee: of chew Aizactes e.evliets 
figured by the shafts of meteoric light in the heavens, 


6784. What is the force of “now”? It refers to the early Makkan period of Revelation. It means that whatever 
excuse there may have been before, for people to try to seek out the hidden truths of the Unseen World through 
spirits, there was none now, as the perspicuous Qur'in had restored the Message of Unicy and cleared religion 
of all the cobwebs, mysteries, and falsehoods with which priestcraft and pious fraud had overlaid it. The result 
is that such seckers after false hidden knowledge will find themselves confronted now by the flaming fire of 
the Qur’in, which, like the shafts of meteoric light (see last note), will lie in wait for and nip such priestcraft 
and black magic in the bud. 


5755. To these spirits this revolutionary gospel is yet new, and appears like a flaming sword which destroys 
falsehood while it protects Truth. They frankly confess that they do not clearly understand whether on the 
whole it will be a mercy to mankind or a punishment for mankind forsaking the paths of Allah. But they 
Tightly feel that it must be a blessing if all seek right Guidance. 


Surah 72: Al Jinn 1546 idle Axia 


lh. “There are among us Fivwsc et Se 
Some that are rightéous, wtb cpalasapaallestl 0; 
And some the contrary: 5 SNVie te 
We follow divergent paths. ) i 1333,4) bi 

12. ‘But we think that we 224% 
Can by no méans frustrate jee SolbG 3) 
Allah throughout the earth, nti sgcly oct y 
Nor can we frustrate Him Uae pa Soon gal 
By flight.*7** | K 


18. ‘And as for us, . : tz AMINO) 


Since we have listened 


To the Guidance, we have well +see 
Accepted it: and any ody ale Gad! 
Who believes in his Lord Pees 2 +2 
Has no fear, either*’*” Slew; Sy osdon 
Of a short (account) roe 

Or of any injustice. ' GaSe % 

14. ‘Amongst us are some HST LS F- 

That submit their wills hopes Tear © 
(To Allah), and some 2eee oD 
That swerve from justice. Dylon Cay 
Now those who submit it: i 
Their wills—they have’ Bt bya 


Sought out (the path) ye 
Of right conduct: JAD “Wa 


15. ‘But those who swerve — 


They are (but) fuel <5 Sibi cits © 


For Hell-fire—*7** 


16. d Allah's Message is): bites kt 2 
f they (the Pagans) REELS 
Had (only) remained 





5756. See last note. In any case, thry know thar Allah's Truth and Allah's Plan must prevail, and no one 
can frustrate Allah's Purpose, or escape from it. by Semen pc gh; when ng atedper wllagy mpg 
it, and find Peace, as they have found. by the acceptance of Faith? 


5737, Possibly, from this world’s standards, inmay be that a man suffers for his Faith. He may be laughed 
at, persecuted, and actually hurt, “in mind, body, or estate”, But he is not perturbed, he takes it all cheerfully, 
because he knows that when his full account is made up —real gain against apparent loss— he is a gainer rather 
than a loser, And his Faith cells him that Allah is a just God, ERA ER ARES ree en yes-eny lean 
or permit the account of his merit to appear one whit shorter than it is. 


5738. Any one who responds to true Guidance, and submits his will to Allah, finds that he makes rapid 
Me ROI gh NIE BA IE Rb REN Aa CE OE 
is the Garden of Bliss, : 


5739, An unjust ile carries its own gondemnation. It does no good to well orto anyone ele It bean 
no fruit. lt becomes merely fuel for the Fire of Punishment. 
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On the (right) Way, man aad 
We'should: certainly have ie | 
Bestowed on them Rain*’** foe xe rel 8% 
In abundance. PEP rato 
17, “That We might try them ke ake 
By that (means). bd 2 qv} 
But if any turns away 2% oh co 
From the remembrance*’*! <A) PIF PPO 
Of his Lord, He will : 
Cause him to undergo abide aa Ls 
A severe Penalty. 
18. “And the places of worship*’* 5 sett 
Are for Allah (alone): si see 15 Gry 
So invoke not anyone 12 ota 
Along with Allah; ear \e5e 
19. “Yet when the Devotee’’* | games (Ane 
Of Allah stands forth sec ail ice eb al 15 29 
To invoke Him, they*’** just yp oe ie 
Make round him a dense crowd.” \ psc’ 
SECTION 2. 


20. Say: “T do PANTS: 


No more than invoke 





5740, Rain. literally, water; stands for all kinds of blessings, material, moral, and spiritual. Among the 
spiritual blessings, is the insight into higher things, which results from our will and endeavour to stand firm 
on the right Way, the natural, moral, and spiritual Law established by Allah. All blessings come by way of 
trial: the more we have, the more is expected of us. A man of gifts, talents, or insight is expected w show 
a higher standard of love and unselfishness than one les gifted, just as a rich man is expected to give more 


in charity than a poor man. 


5741. ‘To remember Allah is to realise His presence, acknowledge His Goodness, and accept His guidance. 
If we fail to do so, by deliberately turning away, He will withdraw His Grace, and that will be a severe Penalty 
indeed. 


5742. This is a Makkan Sirah, and Masjid must be understood, not in the later cechnical sense of a Mosque, 
but in the root meaning, of any place, or occasion of worship or humble prostration in the service of Allah, 
or any limbs of faculties or accessories used in such worship, ¢.g., hands and feet, lips and voice, understanding 
or organisation. A number of meanings therefore follow: (1) No place of worship whatever should be used 
for the worship of any other but Allah the true God. The Ka’bah was then full of idols, but che idols and 
their votaries were usurpers. (2) Worship should not be mixed up with vain objects, but should be reserved 
for the sincere service of Allah. (5) All our gifts are for Allah's service, which includes the service of His creatures, 
and not for our vainglory. (R). 

5748. The Devotee of Allah. the Holy Prophet Muhammad. 


5744. They The immediate reference was to the Pagan Quraysh who were then in posession of the Ka'bah 
and who put all sorts of obstacles and indignities in the way of Holy Prophet for preaching the One Truc 
God and denouncing idol-worship. They used to surround him and mob him and to treat him as if he was 
guilty of some dreadful crime. But the wider application refers to the habit of the world to make a marked 
man of any who diverges from the beaten paths of their favourite sins and who pleads earnestly for the cause 
of truth and righteousness. They ridicule him; they surround him with jeers and obloquy; seers lis 
make the physical condition of his life as difficult for him as possible. 


Stirah 72: Al Jinn 


My Lord, and I join not 
With Him any (false god)” 


isk Pa 


= 


ches Jad 


21. Say: “It is not wy - 
In my power to cause"’** ay iy © 
You harm, or to bring iy os sree 
You to right conduct.” ty Yl yl ales 
22. Say: “No one can 


Deliver me from Allah*"* 
(If I were to disobey Him), 
Nor should I find refuge 


stiraadd AO 
Ceci. fel aissceSelesy 


Except in Him. 


25. “Mine is only to convey what 
I receive from Allah 
And His Messages: 


WOOP LOND. 


For any that disobey Allah rab Sse gy a, ens 
And His Messenger—for them ch eteeee 
Is Hell: they shall dwell SW | rye eoeper een i) 


Therein forever.” 


24. Ar length, when they 
See (with their own eyes) Tiss 
That which they are 


promised —*™7 | Syeleaigte je gle 


emer at ae 
Who it is that is i pa ae 
Weakest in (his) helper si sa 
And least important iz. bly 


In point of numbers. 


25. Say: “I know not whether 
The (Punishment) which ye 
Are promised. is. near," 





5745, Do not suppose that. am going 9 harm you individually or socially; the very opposite is uny with, 
but [cannot force you to right conduct, that must depend open the purification af your own faith and will! 


6746, ‘My mission is from Allah, | cannot choose but obey. He has charged me to deliver the Message. 
and if | were to disobey him, 1 would rvyaelf bé worthy of His punishment, and no one can save me, From 
every kind of crouble and. difficulty my.only refuge is in Hien, | must proclaim Hin Message: otherwise 1, arn 
faler to the mision He has entrusted to me. 


§747. When che Hereafter arrives, and troe valocs arc. restored, chey will we clearly that che Promise 
of Allah was croc, and that death om whie earth was not the end of all things Then they will ae char those 
whe were accounted wtak on thie earth will, in the realm of Reality, be strong ones; those who seemed 
huve se following bere will have, there, all the great and oc ones with them, to belp them and welcome 
them bo their own. ranks 


$46. The coming of Jodgermon: is certain. Due the exact time, relacwely to our standards on this can, 
nooontcan tell Allah alone know it) Even @ Prophet of Allah, ap auch, doe now know the Miyeteries of the 
Unaern Werhd, exorpt insofar as they have been revealed to tim by Allah's Revelation: Cf te50, ane maees 867-868, 


Sirah 72: Al Jinn 1549 Baise Alms 


Or whether my Lord o hor BM Are & 
Will appoint for it ln aha5 jas 3) 
A distant term. 
26. “He (alone) knows the Unseen, een | Pal gt 
Nor does He make anyone Word lols & 
uainted with His OO ot fe gow 
os Mysteries —°7** se shee Me 4b 
27, “Except a messenger*’*° sac “46 7 | 
Whom He has chosen: dot oat iY 
And then he makes ocr we BS or 85,7 
A band of watchers’?! Ass Oe Cs UL 1a 
March before him eels 8 sia 
And behind him, ne reditlonrssy 


28. “That he may know PO OS F Kos 
That they have (truly)575™ it stAd @ 
Brought and delivered me ee 


The Messages of their Lord: rr eh) 
And He surrounds*’** o %.4 4,74 
(All the mysteries) that are eet bul 
With them, and takes account t- <th 
Of every single thing.”57* Iase ss Begemly 





5749, Mystery, or the Unseen, has two aspects. The relative Unseen is so with reference to a particular 
person, because of the intervention of Time, Space, or particular circumstances. For example: | cannot see 
today a house which I saw last year, because it has since been pulled down; or I cannot in Lahore see the 
“Gateway of India” in Bombay, although anyone in Bombay can sec it; or | cannot see the satellites of Jupiter 
with the naked eye, though I can through a telescope; but the Absolute Unseen, the Absolute Mystery, or 
Allah's Mystery, is something which no creature can know or see, except insofar as Allah reveals it to him; 
and Allah reveals such things to the extent that is good for men, through His chosen messengers, among whom 
the greatest is Muhammad. The exact time of the Hour of Judgement has not been so shown, because we 
must not wait for it, but live as if it is to be at this minute. See last note and next note, and the references there. 


5750. Cf 3$:179, and n. 482. See also last note. 


5751, Revelation is not a mechanical or material thing. It has to be safeguarded from being distorted 
or corrupted by ignorance, selfishness, or the powers of evil. How can its precious and subtle worth and the 
spiritual safeguards against its misuse by human folly or the perversity of evil be expressed in plain human 
words? We can imagine a very great treasure, which has to be transmitted, To guard it against evilly-disposed 
persons, a strong escort is required, to march in front and behind, so as to protect it from all sides. When 
it reaches its destination, the escort presents its credentials and an Invoice showing the Treasure being transmitted. 
Then the destined receiver knows that it has come intact and feels satisfied. So, about spiritual Revelation, 
the spiritual man recognises the credentials and checks the contents on the tablets of his own heart and insight. 
He has then no doubt that it is a true Message from Allah, and that those who bring it are the true messengers 
“of their Lord". (R). 


5751-A. They: the band of watchers. In “he may know” it is better to construe “he™ to refer to the Prophet 
who receives the Message from the “watchers”. 


5752. Ah@ta: surrounds, encompasses, encloses, guards on all sides, keeps under his own possession and 
control, and does not allow to be corrupted or debased, See last note but one. 


5753. In the spiritual Kingdom —as indeed, in all things—Allah’s knowledge, wisdom, and Plan comprehend 
all things, great and small. There is nothing which we do, nothing which happens that is outside His account. 
(Gf 17:60). 


Intro. to Stirah 73 1550 


INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY TO SURAH 78—AL MUZZAMMIL 


This is one of the earliest Stirahs to have been revealed. The first was S. 96:1-5 (Iqra’), 
in the fortieth year of the Prophet's life, say about 12 years before the Hijrah. Then there was 
an interruption (Fatrah), of which the duration cannot be exactly ascertained, as there was no 
external history connected with it. The usual estimate puts it at about six months, but it may 
have been a year or two years. The years were then counted by the luni-solar calendar: see Appendix 
IX, The second Surah in chronological order was probably a great portion of S. 68. (Al Qalam), 
which came after the Fatrah was over. About the same time came this Stirah (say third) and S. 
74, which follows (say fourth), and the remainder of S. 96. We may roughly put the date of this 
Sirah at about Il to 10 years before the Hijrah. 


The subject matter is the significance of Prayer and Humility in spiritual life and the terrible 
fate of those who reject Faith and Revelation. 


C, 258.— Devote yourself to the service of Allah 
(73:1-20.) In the stillness of the night, but not 

All night. In the world’s persecution rely 
On Allah, Who will deal with His enemies fittingly. 
Let not Allah's service be a matter 
Of difficulty to you: do all your duties 
In whole-hearted remembrance of Allah. 
And ever seck His bountiful Grace. 





1551 
Sirah 73. 
Al Muzzammil (The Enfolded One) CSU ali 


In the name of Allah, Most Gractous, AAA AE : ‘ 
Most Merctful. SD Bj 


1. ® thou folded Aemicls & 


In garments!*’** 


‘ -& “Gath 
2. Stand (to. prayer) by night, SSIS : ‘o) 


But not all night—*’* 


3, Half of it— cde Ae 
Or a little less, Sb ca ail, orcs 


4. Or a little more; > 
fn Baiseicthe Qur’an’”** EFA IN spate 3) Cop 


In slow, measured rhythmic tones. 


5. n shall We send down art Ma 
a weighty Message.*7*’ IY; pike ge SLO) 


6. Truly the rising by night ante 
Is most potent for governing Aen65) GD 
(The soul), and most suitable Bhs nest 
For (framing) the Word*?** pee 
(Of Prayer and Praise). FW 


7. True, there is for thee eyton Oe 
By day prolonged occupation MNSAIAO 





5754. Muzzammuil: Some Commentators understand by this, “properly dressed for prayer”, or “folded” 
in a sheet, as one renouncing the vanities of this world. Muzzammul is one of the titles of our-Holy Prophet. 
But there is a deeper mystic meaning in this and the address “Thou wrapped up” of the next Sirah. Human 
nature requires warm garments and wrappings to protect the body from cold or heat or rain. But in the spiritual 
RAD EFS A OR i SLEEP URS Ny Rei abil BO a in the silence of the night, 
but not too austerely, as the following verses show, ’ 


5755. The Prophet was prone to austerities in the cave of Hira, both before and after he received his 


mission, spending days and nights in prayer and contemplation. See C. 29, Midnight and after-midnight prayers 
have technically received the name of Tahajfud. See also verse 20 below; also 17:79, (R). 


_ 5756. At this time there was only S. 96, S. 68, and possibly S. 74, and the opening: Siirah (Al Hamd), 
but the heart of the Messenger had received enlightenment, and that Light was gradually finding expression 
in the verse of the Qur'an. For us, now, with the whole of the Qur'an before us, the injunction is specially 
necessary. The words of the Qur'an must not be read hastily, merely to get through so much reading. They 
must be studied, and their deep meaning pondered over, They are themselves so beautiful that they must 
be lovingly pronounced in tones of rhythmic music. 


5757, The Qur’in as completed by degrees, after the Fatrah (see Introduction to this Sirah). 


5758. For contemplation, prayer, and praise, what time can be so suitable as the night, when calm and 
silence prevail, the voices of the marketplace are still, and the silent stars pour forth their eloquence to the 


Surah 73: Al Muzzammil 1552 Css = PAaiatys 


With manifold engagements: aaa SL bY - 
8. But keep in remembrance ete y 
The name of thy Lord wer, Sif TO: 
And devote thyself 2 : 4, awe 
To Him wholeheartedly. Sea Joss 
9. (He is) Lord of the East hada 4,7 
And the West: there is sae SEO. 
No god but He: ISGeleb Sb AY SY 


Take Him therefore 
For (thy) Disposer of Affairs.*’*° 


10. And have patience with what 5 Ge pS yes i 
They say, and leave them P LO 
With noble (dignity). Eeeate sol 

ll. And leave Me *lt- ose 
(Alone to deal with) wt 3555 
Those in possession of or eeit 13 
The good things of life,’™ ! says 
Who (yet) deny the Truth; @ 2 Jeers 
And bear with them wey 


For a little while. 


12. With Us are Fetters*’® See Ge eet 
(To bind them), and a Fire’? Les IRIE3 
(To burn them), 

13. And a Food that chokes,” pins if HAASE) 





5759. A prophet of Allah, as a oran, a member of a family, or a citizen, has many ™anifold duties to 
perform; and his work may be made difficult and irksome in protecting those who listen to his preaching 
and are therefore molested and persecuted, by the world. But while discharging all his manifold duties, he 
should work as in the presence of Allah, and in all matters and at all times retain the sense of Allah's nearness, 
His work may be on earth, but his heart is in Heaven. 


5760. Allah is all-in-all-. He is Lord of all places. He rules the world. Therefore be not discouraged by 
the plots or enmity of wicked men. Leave all things to Allah; trust Him; He is just and will do justice. Only 
turn away from the unjust, but in a worthy, noble way; #.¢., to show them clearly that you do not fear them, 
but that you leave all affairs in Allah's hands. If we divide the world into hemispheres from the north to south, 
“East and West” will cover all directions. 


5761. Men who enjoy the good things of life have special cause for gratitude to Allah, Who bestowed 
them. When they are in the ranks of Allah's enemies, none but Allah can adequately deal with them. 


5762. Cf. 13:5; 34:33; 40;71 and 69:30-32, [Eds.}. 
5763. Cf 44:47 and 56:94. [Eds.). 


5764. Cf 44:43-44; 56:52; 69:36-37, and 88:6 [Eds.). 





Sirah 78: Al Muzzammil 1558 Suis PAB 


And a Penalty Grievous.*’** cites; 
14, One Day the earth eMace 

And the mountains Ary (2 O 

Will be in violent commotion. if? 4 £50 

And the mountains will be Sa 3 

As a heap of sand 3 { ¢ 

Poured out and flowing down.*’** Wet SII cbs 
15. He have sent to you, 

(O men!) a messenger, SACHA ? 

i i s767 ear ae 
To be a witness concerning you, vas gete < * 


Even as We sent 
A messenger to Pharaoh. 


16. But Pharaoh disobeyed*’™ Sel were, 77% 
The Yadebalpe 40, We SNES i ssa OP 
Seized him with is Bo 2% 

Jo! 4 
A heavy Punishment. per 


17. Then how shall ye, y Btr ree 
if ye deny (Allah), FAS oli GSS OD 


Guard yourselves against 





5765. In general terms, the Penalty of sin may be described as a Penalty Grievous, an Agony. It may 
come in this very life, but that in the Hereafter is certain! See next verse. 


We can also consider punishments from another aspect. The first object of punishment is to protect the 
innocent from the depredations of the criminal; we have to bind him. The next object is to produce in his 
heart the fire of repentance, to consume his evil proclivities and to light his conscience. Where that is not 
enough, a more drastic punishment for the callous is something which causes him pain in things which ordinarily 
cause him pleasure, such as food, drink, and the satisfaction of physical needs. People in whom the higher 
spiritual faculties are dead may perchance be awakened through the lower physical features of their life, which 
appeal to them, Sat ER NES ORR Re a type or symbol too terrible to 
contemplate, 


5766. The Judgement is described as a violent commotion which will change the whole face of nature 
as we know it. Even the hard rock of mountains will be like loose sand running without any cohesion. 


5767.. Our Holy Prophet has to warn his age, i.¢., the present age, reclaim it from sin, and be a witness 
for the righteous and against evil, as Moses did his office in his age: For Pharaoh, his arrogance, and his 
punishment, see 10:75-92. 


5768. Pharaoh the carthly king faces Moses the Prophet of Allah, In earthly eyes it was Moses who disobeyed 
Pharaoh. In spiritual relations, it was Pharaoh who disobeyed Moses. Pharaoh represented an ancient and 
mighty kingdom, with a long history behind it, and a pride im its learning and science, art, organisation, 
and power. Moses led a depressed people, hewers of wood and drawers of water. But the might of Allah was 
behind him. What became of the wisdom, power, and armies of Pharaoh? They were rent asunder when the 
day came, and the terror and surprise must have been the same as if the heavens had been rent asunder, 
and children’s hair had turned grey! But formidable revolutions turn children grey-haired in another way. 
Nations that were as children became wise before they im their turn decayed, and from similar disobedience 
to the laws of Allah. For Allah's law must stand and be fulfilled when all else is swept away. 
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5769. If already you deny and disobey Allah in this life of probation, how can you stand up to the Day 
of Judgement, the Day of the terrible Reality? That Day is described in two metaphors; (1) It will be a time 
of such stress that even children will become like hoary-headed men; (2) What we look upon as the eternal 
sky, ever the same, will be cleft asunder; cf) 82:1, In other words; the shape of things will be completely altered, 
both within man and in outer nature, and all true values will be restored. For the Promise of Allah, in this 
as in all other respects, cannot but be fulfilled. . 


Pan 
5770. This is no empty threat. It is an admonition for your good. If you have the will, you can at once 
come for the Grace and Mercy of Allah, and obtain it. For Repentance and Amendment are the straight Way 
to the nearness of Allah, 


5771. Cf, above, 73:2-4. The Prophet, and a zealous band of his disciples, were often up, two-thirds 
of the night, or a half, or a third, rejecting sleep and giving themselves up to Prayer and Praise and the reading 
of the Qur'in. They are told that this was too severe a tax on them, especially if their health was affected, 
or they were on a journey, or they were striving, with might and main, in other ways, for the cause of Allah. 
See the lines following. 


5772. The usual meaning taken is that the counting of the exact hours of night and day may not be 
possible for ordinary people, in order to determine exactly the half, or the third, or the two-thirds of a night. 
The length of the night and day varies everyday of the solar year, and the precise hour of midnight can only 
be determined by exact observation in clear skies or by chronometers, which is not possible for everyone. But 
I understand it in a wider meaning. Allah fixes night and day in due proportions; for rest and work, and 
according to seasonal variations. For prayer and praise no meticulous observations of that kind are necessary 
or possible. Allah's service can be done in many ways as detailed below. But we must give some time to devotion, 
Pp RE RR GN RT oy RR NEEM travel, and the performance 

of various daties. 


a ae 


Sirah 78: Al Muzzammil 


Therefore, of the Qur’an*’”* 

As much as may be 

Easy for you. He knoweth ‘ _ 
That there may be (some) 
Among you in ill-health; 


Others travelling through the land, _ 


Seeking of Allah's bounty; 

Yet others fighting*’’* 

In Allah's Cause. Read ye, 
Therefore, as much of the Qur'an 
As may be easy (for you); 

And establish regular Prayer 


1555 


Migs... peaastalyss 


gealg. 50 


& ee Ss 
we 3b3 p08 ales 
hy Syskee 


oA 37 ge 


= 
se So Oy ley 
i 5. 40 Zac Fog 


And give regular Charity; 

And loan to Allah 

A Beautiful Loan.*’”> 

And whatever good b win 
Ye send forth oo 


“ 


SSRIS OA ll Rea 
eet pana, 


For your souls,*’’*® oe ae Ep a-ct say 
Ye shall find it 3 wad peered Vyaaley 
In Allah's Presence— — — 347 Cohe ler* see 
Yea, better and : : ANCA Ste 
Greater, in Reward, “att po neee 
And seek ye the Grace meri pean 
Of Allah: for Allah. iget?” ; eo tMAT BAG 
Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful, | Aare as ol 





5775. The reading of the Qur'an here is a part of Prayer and religious devotion, This is not to be made 
into an obsession or a burden, Cf. 20:2: "We have not sent down the Qur’in to thee to be an occasion for 
thy distress.” We must do it whole-mindedly, but not by formal mechanical computations. 


5774. This refers to Jihad. The better opinion is that this particular verse was revealed in Madinah, long 
after the greater part of the Sirah. The reference, further on, to canonical Prayers and regular Charity (Zakah), 
points to the same conclusion. 


5775, Cf. 2:245, and n. 276, where the meaning of “a Beautiful Loan” is explained. See also 57:18. The 
“Beautiful Loan” should be that of our own souls. We should expect no returns in kind, for that is not possible. 
But the reward we shall find with Allah will be infinitely greater and nobler. Cf the biblical phrase, “Lay 
up for yourselves treasures in heaven" (Matt. vi. 20), 


5776. Any good that we do raises our own spiritual status and dignity. We must not think chat when 
we speak of Allah's service or Allah's Cause, we are doing anything for His benefit: He is independent of all 
needs whatsoever. 


52777. This emphasises the need of Allah's Grace. Whatever good we do, our own merits are comparatively 
small. Allah's Grace must lift us up and blot out our shortcomings, Even in piety there may be an arrogance 
which may become a sin. We should always seek Allah's Mercy in all humility. 


Intro. to Surah 74 1556 


INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY TO SURAH 74—AL MUDDATHTHIR 


This Surah dates from about the same time as the last one. Its subject matter is also similar: 
Prayer and Praise, and the need of patience in a period of great spiritual stress: the unjust who 
cause sorrow and suffering now will themselves experience agony in the Hereafter. 


C. 254.—The Seer, by devotion and contemplation, 

(74:1-56.) Prepares himself for the duties of Guide 
And Leader to mankind: but when there comes 
The clear Call, he must stand forth 
And proclaim the Message—in purity, 
Unselfish devotion, and patience long-suffering — 
To save men from the Distress of the Final Day. 
For many there be who glory in a life 
Of ease and plenty, arrogant splendour, 
And the applause of men, who scorn Allah's Truth 
And reject the divine. How will they fare 
When the Judgement comes, and the Penalty? 
Every Fact of Life's grand Pageant 
Is‘but a Portent for the Future. 
Every soul is in pledge and must 
Redeem itself by Faith and Prayer, 
By Charity and earnest care for the Realities 
Of Life. Bring but the will, and Allah 
Will guide—the Lord of Righteousness, 
The Lord of Mercy and Forgiveness! 
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5778. In these wonderful early mystic verses there is a double thread of thought; (1) A particular occasion 
or person is referred to; (2) a general spiritual lesson is taught. As to (1), the Prophet was now past the mage 
of personal contemplation, lying down or sitting in his mantle; he was now to go forth; boldly to deliver his 
Message and publicly proclaim the Lord; his heart had always been purified; but now all his outward doings 
must be dedicated to Allah, and conventional respect for ancestral customs or worship must be thrown aside; 
his work as a Messenger was the most generous gift that could flow from his personality, but no reward or 
appreciation was to be expected from his people, but quite the contrary; there would be much call on his 
patience, but his contentment would arise from the good pleasure of Allah. As to (2), similar stages arise in 
a minor degree in the life of every good man, for which the Prophet's life is to be a universal pattern. (R). 


5779. Possibly, in its immediate application, there is a reference to the dirt and filth which the Pagans 
used to throw at the Prophet to insult and persecute him. 


5780. Rujz or Riz: abomination: usually understood to refer to idolatry. It is even possible that there 
was an idol called Rugs. Bus it has a wider signification,.as including a mental state opposed to true worship 
a state of doubt or indecision. 


5781. The legal and commercial formula is that you give in order to receive. And usually you expect 
to receive what is worth to you a little more than you give. The spiritual consideration is that you give, but 
expect nothing from the receiver. You serve Allah and Allah's creatures. 


5782. Our zeal for Allah's Cause itself requires that we should not be impatient, and chat we should show 
constancy in our efforts for His Cause. For we have faith, and we know that He is All-Good, All-Wise, and 
All-Powerful, and everything will ultimately be right. 
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5783. The Sinner's course is now shown in contrast to the Seeker's, The Sinner may be self-complacent 

now; but what will be his position when the Reckoning comes? Not easy; indeed a Day of Distress! 
a 

5784. The question of Justice and Punishment to men is for Allah alone. For man at his best can se 

only one side of truth, and only Allah is All-Knowing. He alone can judge the limits of Justice and Mercy. 


5785. Man's adventitious advantages— wealth, power, position, talents—are not due to his own merits, 
They are gifts from Allah, Who created him. In himself he came bare and alone, 


5786. The great ones of the earth may have wealth, a large following, sons by their side to defend them 
and do their bidding and manpower to help them in their battles. Life may be smooth and agreeable to them. 
But their responsibility is to Allah. 

5787, The Sinner takes Allah's gifts as if they were his right. The more he gets, the more is he greedy. 
Yet co Allah's Signs and revelations he is willfully deaf or even openly rebellious. But he is only preparing 
the way for his own undoing. 


5788. “A mount of calamities" or disasters: may be understood as a phrase for cumulative disasters. (R), 
5789. Cf 51:10; “Woe to the falsehood mongers!" 
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5790. The Commentators understand the reference to be to Walid ibn Mughayrah, who was a wealthy 
Sybarite, Pagan to the core, and an inveterate enemy to the Holy Prophet. He and Abu Jah! did all they could, 
from the beginning of the preaching of Islam, to abuse and persecute the Preacher, to run down his doctrine, 
and to injure those who believed in it. But the meaning for us is much wider. There are WalTds in all ages. 
They cannot understand divine inspiration, and seek to explain its wonderful influence over the lives of men 
by some such tinmeaning formula as “magic”. The eternal Hope is to them mere human delusion! 


5791. The Sinner’s perversity can only end in the Fire of Punishment. It enters his very being. See next note. 


5792. He is in a state in which he neither lives nor dies (87:13). Looked at in another way, the things 
that ina good man are meant to last and grow, are for the sinner destroyed, and no part of his nature is 
left untouched. The brightness of his very manhood is darkened and extinguished by sin. 


5793. The figure nineteen refers to angels appointed to guard Hell. See verse'$1 below and the corresponding 
note. [Eds.]. 
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5794. Cf 66:6, and n. 5540. 


There was a great volume of angelology in the religious literature of the People of the Book (1¢. the 
Jews and Christians) to whom (among others) an appeal is made in this verse, The Essenes, a Jewish brotherhood 
with highly spiritual ideas, to which perhaps the Prophet Jesus himself belonged, had an extensive literature 
of angelology. In the Midrash also, which was a Jewish school of exegesis and mystical interpretation, there 
was much said about angels. The Eastern Christian sects contemporary with the birth of Islam had borrowed 
and developed many of these ideas, and their mystics owed much to the Gnostics and the Persian apocalyptic 
systems. In the New Testament the relation of the angels with Fire is referred to more than once. In Rev, 9:11 
we have “the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek 
tongue hath his name Apollyon” In Rev. 14:18 there is an “angel which had power over fire’, and in Rev. 
16:8 an angel has “power. . given unto him to scorch men with fire’. In the Old Testament (Daniel 7:9-10) 
the essence of all angels is fire: thousands of them issued as a fiery stream from before the Ancient of Days, 
whose “throne was like the fiery flame, and His wheels as burning fire”. 


5795. The mystic significance of numbers is a favourite theme with some writers, but | lay no stress on 
it. In Christian theology the number of the Beast, 666, in Rev. 15:18 has given rise to much controversy, and 
may refer only to the numerical value of the letters in the name of the Roman Emperor Nero. In our own 
literature I think that we ought to avoid too much insistence on speculative conjectures. (R). 


5796. There are four classes of people mentioned here: (1) the Muslims will have their faith increased. 
because they believe that all revelation is from Allah Most Merciful, and all His forces will work in their favour; 
(2) the People of the Book, those who had received previous revelations of an analogous character, the Jews 
and Christians, had numerous sects disputing with each other on minute points of doctrine; but they will 
now, if they believe, find rest from controversies in a broad understanding of scripture; (3) those in whose 
hearts is a disease (see 2:8-10, notes $3.34), the insincere ones, the hypocrites, will only be mystified, because 
they believe nothing and have rejected the grace and mercy of Allah; (4) the Unbelievers have frankly done 
the same and must suffer similar consequences. (R). 


5797. It is a necessary consequence of moral responsibility and freedom of choice in man, that he should 
be left free to stray if he chooses to do so, in spite of all the warning and the instruction he receives. Allah’ 
channels of warning and instruction— His spiritual forces— are infinite, as are His powers, No man can know 
them. But this warning or reminder is addressed to all mankind, 


All things are referred to Allah. But we must not attribute evil to Him. In 4:79 we are expressly told 
that the good comes from Allah, and the evil from ourselves. 
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5798. An oath in human speech calls in evidence something sacred in the heart of man. In Allah's Message, 
also, when delivered in human language, solemn emphasis is indicated by an appeal to something striking 
among the Signs of Allah, which will go straight to the human heart which is addressed. In each case the 
symbol of the appeal has reference to the particular point enforced in the argument. Here we are asked to 
contemplate three wonderful phenomena, and they lead up to the conclusion in verse 38. (1), The moon, next 
after the sun, is the most striking luminary to our sight. Its reflected light has for us even a-greater. mystery 
than the direct light of the sun, which looks to us like pure fire. The moon was worshipped as a deity in times 
of darkness, But in reality, though she rules the night, her rays are only reflections, and are wanting in warmth 
and vitality. So every soul which looks up to a mere creature of Allah for a sort of vicarious salvation is in 
spiritual darkness of error; for the true source of spiritual light and life is Allah, and Allah alone, For (2) 
the Night and ($) the Dawn, see the following note. 


5799, (2) The Night when it is illuminated by the Moon is light in a sense, but it is really dark and must 
give place to (3) the Dawn when it comes, as the harbinger of the Sun. So in spiritual matters, when every 
soul realises its own responsibility, it will look less and less to reflected lights, and through the beauty of a 
dawn-like awakening, will be prepared more and more for the splendour of the light of Allah Himself, the 
goal of the Heaven of our dreams. 


5800. This & but one, etc. There are numerous Signs of Allah, of which Judgement is one, and one of 
the mightiest portents. Or the reference may be to the waning of the Moon, the decline of the night, and 
the glorious sunrise, as tokens or symbols of the world renewed when the present transitory world passes away. 
According to some commentators ‘This" here refers to Hell. (R). 


5801, Three interpretations are possible. (1) Those pressing forward may be the Righteous, and those 
following behind may be the laggards, the Unbelievers, who reject Allah's love, care, and mercy. (2) Men of 
two kinds of temperament may be referred to; those who are always in the van and those who are always in 
the rear. Allah's Message is‘open to both. But there may be a danger to both; in the one case, overconfidence, 
or hope in wrong things; in the other case missing great opportunities so that their spiritual lives may be “bound 
in shallows and in miseries”. Extremes should be avoided. (3) Or it may mean that the warning is effective 
only for those willing to move forwards or backwards, as the case may be, but is lost in some cases we have 
to retreat from false positions. The hopeless case is that of the obstinate man, whose heart is so dead that 
he dares not advance to the right or withdraw from the wrong. 
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5802, Cf. 52:21. Man cannot shift his responsibility to vicarious saviours or saints, His redemption depends 
upon the grace of Allah, for which he should constantly and wholeheartedly strive by means of right conduct. 
If he does so he will be redeemed and he will join the Companions of the Right Hand. 


58038. Cf n. 5228 to 56:4, and see 56:27-38. The Companions of the Right Hand will be the Righteous 
or the Blessed in the Hereafter. Their grounds of merit will be Prayer, Charity, Earnestness, and Faith in Allabs 
just Judgement; all which are within the reach of the humblest Seeker, They are not separate acts of virtues, 
but are all interconnected. At Judgement, the pledge of their soul will be redeemed by Allah's Grace at the 
‘Taking of the Account. 


5304, Cf 16:99, and n. 2018. The Hour that is Certain is usually taken to be Death. (R). 
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5805. If the Day of Judgement is inevitable, it is strange that men should not heed a plain warning, but 
go on as if they were thoughtless and obstinate asses stampeding from a lion. Instead of heeding the warning. 
they try to avoid it, They are frightened at Allah's Word. 


5806. Cf 17:93: “Until thou send down to us a book, that we could read”. The Unbelievers pretend, 
in ridicule, that they would believe if a special message written on open scrolls and addressed to them 
severally were brought to them by a miracle! There is a disease in their hearts and understandings. 
The Teacher's warning is plain, and enough for any reasonable personA who has the will to seek Allah. 


5807. The Quran itself is the admonition — the last among the revealed Books of Allah. If man has 
the will to learn, he will keep the Message always before him, and Allah's Grace will help him to carry out 
in his conduct. 


5808. Righteousness as well as Forgiveness have their source in Allah's Will. Man's Righteousness has no 
meaning except in relation to the Universal Will. For Taqwa see n, 26 to 2:2. If we take the word here in 
the sense of “the fear of Allah”, the translation would be; “He alone is worthy to be feared, and He alone 


is entitled to grant Forgiveness.” 
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INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY TO SURAH 75—AL Q/YAMAH 
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5809. Cf. 70:40, and n. 5700. Here the point to be enforced is understood: 1 have added it in brackets: 
“eschew Evil’. The appeal is made to two considerations: (1) That every act has to be accounted for, and evil 
mist have its recompense at the Resurrection; and (2) chat man’s own spirit has a conscience which would 
reproach him of sin, if he did not suppress that inner voice. 


5810. Our doctors postulate three states or stages of the development of the human soul; (1) Amm@rah 
(12:53), which is prone to evil, and, if not checked and controlled, will lead to perdition; (2) Lawwamah, 
as here, which feels conscious of evil, and resists it, asks for Allah's grace and pardon after repentance and 
tries to amend; it hopes to reach salvation; ($3) Mufma ‘innah (89-27), the highest stage of all, when it achieves 
full rest and satisfaction. Our second stage may be compared to Conscience, except that in English usage 
Conscience is a faculty and not a stage in spiritual development. 


581i, The Unbelievers’ usual cry is: “What! when we are reduced to bones and dust, how can our personality 
be called to account?” (17:49), The answer is: Allah has said so, and He will do it; for the death here is not 
the end of all things. 

5812. An idiom for the most delicate parts of the body, 


5813. It is bad enough not to repent of past sins. But the evildoer who rejects a Day of Reckoning and 
has no conscience wants to go on in his career of sin and jeopardise his future also, 


5814. The question is sceptical or derisive. He does not believe that there is any chain of consequences 
in the Hereafter, He does not believe in a Hereafter, 


5815. At the Hour of Judgement the full light and glory of the Lord will shine, and the effulgence will 
daze man's eyes. For the world as we knew it will go to pieces and a new World will come into being. 
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” ae bel Geena poe ese 


The place of rest. 


18. That Day will Man pptelas nos be, 2 & 
Be told (all) thar he Aye VI @ 
Put forward, and all 
That he put back.“ 


14. Nay, man will be rie oreat ee tA 
Evidence against himself," inane Pl} @ 
15. Even though he were 7 : #e 
To put ae bis cXCUSCS. MSO 
16. ove not thy tongue was.\e Blckicn . aN &) 
yncemming the (Qur'an) — 48) i. 


To make haste therewith.“ 





S416; Nat obdy will man's sight be dased, but che great haminariad Ubenseleds will Base thetr lighe The 
moro. weith_ io geymend. palecses_figha scl. ben canee se shine. ADL rellasted or metative truth of snadecs 2 
ask oo sothing before the trot and Earrua) Mealicy (Kj. 


S407. To che moon the wo in ibe original Light, bet the mom idee! be a commterd ligt, emel it, ell eck ine 
sothingnes along sith the moon Both will be like empty shells “whose light are fled, whose glories dead 
becouse the Mootoeype of all Light now shines in full splendour in a new World. See n. 4344 to 39:09. 


S616. All good and, bad deeds, positive and oegative, (.¢., all stas of cotueliston and: comisslcn, and all 
the goed that a man did and ail che evil char he oenined. all the lnflornce that he radiserd before hizs sad 
all that be bef beta bien , 


a9. Cf 80M. and o. 2976 “On the Day when their comgues, their beads, and cheis feet will bear wince 
against them ae to their actions” fr ia notwhar a man days about himetlf, or what cahers aay of him, that 
determines judgement about bien tt hwhar he tin home? His en petonality beta him or comrnencs hie 


S820. Cf 20. U4, and w. 763%: “Be not tn haste with the Qur'in before its revelation uo thee is completed.” 
§. 73. @ an earlier revelation, and the shade of meaning iv alightly different. The immediate meaning =m 
that the Holy Prapbet was to allow the eevelation conveyed to him en sink into his mind and heart and mot 
to be impatient sbewi ot Allah would certainly complete it according w His Plan. and ere chat it was collecerd 
and preserved for men, and fot lot; thet the inapired ome wae to follow it amd recite it os the loxpirarion 
ew copeeved io him, and chat it corms i cen explanation sctording to the ferulties bewowed by Alleh 
on man, Tike, general. eonaning ethene, cin emma dinvts oryegunn eens. hepariers snipes Phe kanplred: Work 
we must follow i as made clear to us by the Ceculties given to un by Allah, 





Surah 75: Al Qiyamah 1567 GSAS. aes 


17. It is for Us to collect it ay Aho Bee O5-% 

And to recite it: sles AcE, &D 

18. But when We have xe deters oy 
Recited it, follow thou leases STS IS 
Its recital 

19. Nay more, it is Be pee £05 8 
For us to explain it asin thew ole 'O) 
(And make it clear): 

“es vers S S- 
20, Nay, (ye men! LISA IK 
ut ye love 
The fleeting life,**?! 

21. And leave alone 27 BML Per 
The Hereafter. Vian, 

22. Some faces, that Day,**** é, LBS ‘o 
Will beam (in brightness iyo Ag nF) 
And beauty)— 

23. Looking towards their Lord; Tidy ace 

24. And some faces, that Day, CL BIO 
Will be sad and dismal, panes °F 49 0) 

25. In the thought that some Boar aed FE PC slg 
Backbreaking calamity was about 2 abl Ta 
To be inflicted on them; 

26. Yea, when (the soul)**?* Pg LoK 
Reaches to the collarbone SWISaLisSS &p 
(In its exit), 





5821, Cf 21:37. Man loves haste and things of haste. For that reason he pins his faith on transitory things 
that come and go, aelicnnghicgnthe ahingn-cidasingriguberite which come slowly, and whose true import will 
only be fully seen in the Hereafter. 


5822. This passage (especially with reference to verses 26-28) would seem to refer to what our Doctors 
call the Lesser Judgement (al Qryamah al Sughra), which takes place immediately after death, and not to 
the Greater or General Judgement, which may be supposed to be referred to in such passages as occur in S, 
56, There are other passages referring to the Lesser Judgement immediately after death; e:g., 7:37 etc. Lf 1 
understand aright, the punishment of sin takes place in three ways; (1) it may take place in this very life, but 
this may be deferred, to give the sinner respite; (2) it may be an agony immediately after death, with the 
Partition or Barzakh (23:100) separating the sinner from the final Resurrection; and (3) in the final Resurrection, 
when the whole of the present order gives place to a wholly new World: 14:48. 


5825. A symbolic picture of the agony of death. 


Siirah 75: Al Qiyamah 
27. And there will be a cry, 


28. And he**** will conclude 
That it was (the Time) 
Of Parting; 


29. And one leg will be**** 
Joined with another: 


30. That Day the Drive 
Will be (all) to thy Lord! 


SECTION 2. 


$1. So he gave nothing 
In charity, nor 
Did he pray! —**** 


$2. But on the contrary, 
He rejected Truth 
And turned away! 


$8. Then did he stalk 
To his family 


In full conceit!**?’ 


34. Woe to thee, 
(O man!), yea, woe! 


35. Again, woe to thee, 
(O mani), yea, woe! 
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5824. "He = the dying man, whose soul is referred to in verse 26 above. 


5825. When the soul has departed, the legs of the dead body are placed together in position, in preparation 


for the rites preliminary to the burial. Sdq (literally, leg) may also be taken metaphorically to mean a calamity, 
calamity will be joined to calamity for the poor departed sinner's soul, as his life story in this world is now 


done. Willy-nilly, he will now have to go before the Throne of Judgement. 


5826. His indictment in this and the succeeding verse consists of four counts: (1) he neglected prayer; 
(2) he neglected charity; (3) he rejected Truth; and (4) he turned away, In 74:43-46, the four counts are: (t) 
neglecting prayer: (2) neglecting charity; (5) talking vanities; (4) denying the Day of Judgement: sce n. 5805, 
Nos. (1) and (2) are identical in both places, and Nos. (3) and (4) are analogous. Rejecting the truth is equivalent 
to talking vanities and making an alliance with falsehoods. Denying the Day of Judgement means behaving 
as if no account was to be given of our actions. fe, ae An additional touch 
is found here in verse 55. See next note. 


5827. Concrit or arrogance is the root cause of most Evil. By that cause fell Iblis: see 2:54. 
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86. does Man think SLIZS hon 
at he will be left Woylcat a) 
Uncontrolled, (without 
purpose)?°#* 
37. on he om} ote eee 4 pial Be fev 


(In lowly form)?**** 


38. Then did he become pee a at need os 
A clinging clot: et Sos alee ZO) 
Then did (Allah) make 
And fashion (him) 

In due proportion. 


39. And of it He made thee Zee wrtitge 228 
Two sexes, male ENG fea)\ ds Jat ap 
And female. 


40. Has not He, (the same), 
The power to give life 3 MONS at sal &) 
To the dead? 


5828. Suda: has many implications; (1) uncontrolled, free to do what he likes; (2) without any moral 
responsibility; not accountable for his actions; (3) without a purpose, useless; (4) forsaken. 


5829. Cf. 22:5, where the argument is developed in greater detail, The briefer argument here may be 
stated thus. His lowly animal origin makes him no higher than a brute; his foetal. development is still that 
of a brute animal; then at some stage come human limbs and shape; the divine spirit is poured into him, 
and he is fashioned in due proportion for his higher destiny. In spite of that the mystery of sex remains in 
his nature: we are living souls, yet men and women. Allah Who creates these wonders —has He not the power 
to bring the dead to life at the Resurrection? (see also n. 5116). 


Intro. to Strah 76 1570 


INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY TO SURAH 76—AL INSAN or AL DAHR 


The revelation of this Surah was probably in the early Makkan period, with the possible 
exception of some verses, but its date has no particular significance 


Its theme’is the contrast between the two classes of men, those who choose good and those 
who choose evil, with special reference to the former. 


The title of the Surah recalls a Pagan Arab idea, which personified Time as existing 
spontaneously from eternity to eternity and responsible for the misery or the happiness of mankind. 
In 45:24 we read: “They say. . ‘nothing but Time can destroy us." This attitude is of course wrong. 
Time is a created thing: it has its mysteries, but it is no more eternal than matter, It is also relative 
to our conceptions and not absolute, as Einstein has proved. It is only Allah Who is Self-Subsisting, 
Eternal from the beginning and Eternal to the end, the absolute Existence and Reality. We must 
not transfer His attributes to any. figments of our imagination. 


This deification of Time (Dahr) as against a living personal God has given rise to the term 
dahriyah, as applied to an atheist or a materialist. 


The whole of the Stirah is full of the highest symbolism, as is generally the case with Makkan 
Strahs, and this should always be remembered in their interpretation. 


C, 256, —Man was evolved out of nothing, and through low 
(76:1-31) Beginnings; but he was given Insight 
And Understanding. Allah showed him the Way; 
And if man doth willfully reject the Right, 
Man but chooses Chains and Yokes and a Blazing 
Fire within his own soul. Not so 
The Devotees of Right: they attain 
The Mystic Fountain of Kafr: 
For, purely out of love for Allah, 
They do good to Allah's Creatures, and serve them. 
The Light of Beauty and Joy will be 
On them. In full felicity and honour 
Will they live in the garden of Delights, and share 
In the Banquet—the Presence and Glory Divine! 


* * * * 
The Righteous are patient in Constant Devotion: 


Allah’s Way is open to all: whosoever 
Has the Will, may attain to the Perfect Goal, 
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Al Insan (Man), or Al Dahr (The Time) Weise = Sages 


In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, 
Most Merciful. 


1. Fas there not been*** 
Man a long period 
Of Time,**"' when he was 
Nothing—(not even) mentioned? 
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2. Verily We created 
Man from a drop 
Of mingled sperm,**** 
In order to try him: 
So We gave him (the gifts), 
Of Hearing and Sight. 
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3. We showed him the Way: 
Whether he be grateful 


Or ungrateful (rests**** 
On his will). 


4. Hor the Rejecters 
have prepared 
Chains, Yokes, and 
A Blazing Fire.**** 






5. as to the Righteous, 


ey shall drink eA © 


5830. The undoubted fact is mentioned in the form of a question, to get the assent of man. It is certain 
that the physical world existed long before man was ever heard of or mentioned, as geological records prove. 
It is also true that the spiritual world existed long before man came¢ on the scene: see 2:50-51. Man is here 
taken in a generic sense. 


5831. Dahr is Time as a whole, or for a long period. Time used to be deified by the Pagan Arabs, as 
explained in the Introduction to this Siirah. An analogy can be found in the Greek ideas connected with Chronos 
or Kronos, themselves a blend of different myths. Kronos (or Time), they said, was the father of Zeus himself. 


5852. Mingled: the female ovum has to be fertilised with the male sperm before a new animal can be 
born. Man as an animal has this humble origin. But he has been given the gift of certain’ faculties of receiving 
instruction (typified by Hearing) and of intellectual and spiritual insight (typified by Sight). His life has therefore 
4 meaning: with a certain amount of free will, he is to be Allah's vicegerent on earth (2:30). But he must 
be trained and tried, and that is the whole problem of human life. 


5835. Besides the gift of the faculties, Man has been shown the Way by means of Revelation, through 
men of the highest spiritual standing. If he is grateful, he will accept Guidance, be of the Righteous, and 
join the company of the Blessed. If not, he puts chains round himself, thus burdening himself with sin, and 
gets into the Blazing Fire of Punishment. See next verse. His choice rests on his will. (R). 


5834. Cf 18:5; $4:38 and 40-71. [Eds]. 
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5835. X@fir is literally Camphor. It is a fountain in the Realms of Bliss. It is a seasoning added to the 
Cup of pure, beatific Wine, which causes no intoxication (56:18-19), but stands for all that is wholesome, agreeable, 
and refreshing. Camphor is cool and refreshing, pad given 28 2 shothing toni te Renee aimanene. In minute 
doses its odour and flavour are also agreeable. (R). 


5836, They: ie, the Righteous: they are known in the present life by the virtues symbolically described 
in verses 7-10, and in the life of the Hereafter they will enjoy the Bliss symbolically described in verses 11-22. 


5837. Cf 22:29. The vows must be vows of spiritual service, which of course includes service to humanity, 
such as is mentioned in the next verse, They are Devotees of Allah, and they must perform all vows and contracts 
(5:1 and om, 682). Vows of the Pagan sort, savouring of a sort of “bribe” two the Deity, are not approved. 


5838. That is, they prepare for the Judgement to come, where the effects of Sin will not be transitory 
but far-reaching 


5859. The captive: when taken literally, it refers to the old state of things when captives of war had to 
earn their own food, or their own redemption; even ordinary prisoners in jail for criminal offences often starved 
unless food was provided for them by private friends or from their own earnings, But there is a further symbolic 
meaning, which applies to the indigent, the orphans, and the captives, wz. those who are so in a spiritual 
sense; those have no mental or moral resources, or have no one to look after them, or are held down in social 
of moral or economic captivity, They hunger for spiritual food, or perhaps their appetite is deadened, but 
the Righteous understand and supply their real needs, It has also been held that “captives” include dumb 
animals who are under subjection to man; they must be properly fed, housed, and looked after; and the righteous 
man does not forget them. 


5840, These words need not be actually uttered. They express the true motives of pious and unpretentious 
Charity, 


5841. It is a Day of Wrath for sin and evil, But the truly righteous are not self-righteous. ‘They have the 
fear of Allah in their minds: they know they are human, and they fear lest they should be found wanting 
in the sight of Allah. Bur Allah in His Mercy gives them a bountiful Reward. 
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li, But Aljah will deliver 
Them from the evil 
Of that Day, and will 
‘Shed over them a Light*** 
Of Beauty and 
A (blissful) Joy. 


12. d because they were 
tient and constant, He will 
Reward them with a Garden 
And (garments of) silk.**** 


13. Reclining in the (Garden) 
On raised thrones,**** 
They will see there neither 
The sun's (excessive heat) 
Nor (the moon's) excessive cold.**** 


14. And the shades of the (Garden) 
Will come low over them, 
And the bunches (of fruit), 
There, will hang low 
In humility.**** 


15. And amongst them will be 
round vessels of silver®**’ 
And goblets of crystal — 


16. Crystal-clear, made of silver:5*** 
They will determine 
The measure thereof 
(According to their wishes). 
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5842. Cf 75:22-23. 


5848, Cf 22:28. 


5844. Cf 18:31. 


5845. The sun and the moon as we know them will be no longer there. It will be 2 new world on a different 
plane. But to give us an idea of comfort we recall the excessive heat of the sun especially in tropical climates, 
and the excessive cold of the moon especially in northern climates, and we negative them both, That is, the 
temperature will be just that delightful one that is most agreeable to our sensations as we know them now, 
The moon is not mentioned, but ZamAarir (excessive cold) is sometimes used for the moon. (R). 


5846. Without sun and moon there will of course be no shade in the litera! sense of the word. But for 
full comfort, there will be sheltering shade for rest and change from whatever light there be. But the whole 
idea here is that of humility. Even the shadows show humility: cf 15:15. So does the fruit in hanging low 
for man. Man has now reached the height of his dignity. (R), 


5847. Cf 43:71, where “dishes and goblets of gold" are mentioned, The idea conveyed is that of rarity, 
preciousness, and spotiess splendour. (R). 


5848. That is, silver polished and white, and shining like crystal. 


Surah 76: Al Insin 1574 dicae  . QSaieeei 


17. And they will be given 53555 
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A Realm Magnificent. (SEL, 

21. Upon them will be ka pea 
Green Garments of fine silk Cee ® 
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And they will be adorned Any pam 
With Bracelets of silver;**** bak oe sles 
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5849. Cf. above, 76:5-6, and n. 5835, where the Cup of Kafur (Camphor) was mentioned for coolnes 
and refreshment to the Righteous, who had just passed the great Event of Judgement. The second stage is 
symbolised by verses 12-14, when they enter the Garden in Garments of Silk, and find that their former humility 
in the probationary life is rewarded with high honour in the new world they have entered. The third stage 
is in verses 15-21, where they settle down in Bliss, with Garments of fine silk and heavy brocades, with Ornaments 
and Jewels, with an ordered Feast of set service, and the Cup of Zanjabil This literally means Ginger. In Eastern 
medicine Ginger is administered to give warmth to the body and zest to the taste; this is appropriate for the 
Royal Feast which is now figured forth. (R), 


5850. Salsabil literally means; “Seek the Way’: The Way is now open to the presence of the Most High. 
The Banquet is spread. Get thyself ready, It is a “Realm Magnificent” (verse 20) in a new spiritual world, (R). 


5851. Cf 56:17 and n. 5231, 

5852. Pearls for beauty and splendour: scattered, because they are moving to and fro all round the Banquet. 
5855. Cf 18:51. The bracelets are there said to be of gold. 

5854. This would seem to be the culmination of the honour which the Blessed receive at the Royal and 


Divine Banquet, The words in the next verse express the sort of speech which will make the Guest a denizen 
of Heaven. (R). 
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22. “Verily this is a Reward rie 4 
For you, and your Endeavour TS 561 41 
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24. Therefore be patient © 12097 777 Chae eft 
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25. And celebrate the name**** Db Ferret 
Of thy Lord morning » ist 2555 EST cep 
And evening, 

26. And part of the night, Fiek Ey So see 
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And glorify Him***’ a ee, 
A long night through. Sobran 
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27, As to these, they love 
e fleeting life, 
And put away behind them‘*** 
A Day (that will be) hard. 





5855. The Qur'an was being revealed stage by stage as the occasion demanded and at the date of this 
Sirah it was still one of the earlier stages. Persecution, abuse, and false charges were being levelled against 
the man of Allah, but he is bidden to stand firm and do his duty. In a minor degree this applies to all of 
us who suffer in the cause of Truth. 


5856. Three methods of Prayer and Devotion are mentioned: (1) to remember and celebrate the Holy 
Name of Allah always; (2) to spend a part of the night in humble prostration; and (3) to glorify Him in the 
long hours of a weary night of waiting and watching. As to (1), “morning and evening” means all the waking 
hours of our life, but in the special hours of morning and evening the physical world without us, and the 
inner world within us, combine to make us specially receptive of spiritual influences. The “name” of Allah 
includes His attributes, as a locked golden casket might include priceless jewels. Anyone may carry the casket, 
even though he may not be worthy to handle the jewels. If he carries the casket, he is in potential possession 
of the jewels, and he hopes some time to get the key which opens the jewels to him. So the tyro, who celebrates 
the Holy Name of Allah, hopes some day to see the "Face" of Allah and be blessed with the privilege of proximity 
to His Person. For (2) and (5) see next note. (R). 


5857. See last note. (2) Humble prostration to Allah means some visible mode or symbol of dedication. 
That is best done at night, when the soul, free from worldly occupations, is alone with its God. (5) The weary 
hours of a long night are no longer weary, but become full of meaning when we join in concert with the whole 
Creation, which glorifies Allah: 57:1. 


5858. Fleeting life: Cf. 75:20. They: the immediate reference was to the Pagan Quraysh; the general 
reference is to the Unbelievers of all ages. They reject, or at least put away the thought of, a Hereafter, a 
Day that will be hard, for the easy pleasures of a fleeting life. 


Stirah 76: Al Insan 1576 LEN. QSuIakayy 


28. It is We Who created Ae 
Them, and We have made parse age 220 
Their joints strong;***’ . <2 $als erage 
But, when We will, oak 


We can substitute it Sse 
The like of them**** Was eke Ais \55 
By a complete change. 

29. This is an admonition: k 
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Take a (straight) Path 2 <5 ae re 
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30. But ye will not, ex? <5) 
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For Allah is full of laa ea AA 
Knowledge and Wisdom. US 567i 

$1. He will admit sicc 74 
To His Mercy Whom He will;**** er SR Leen 
Bur the wrongdoers — ea a os Ca 
For them has He prepared Gitte Boalt 


A grievous Penalty. 





5859. Allah has not only created men, but “made their joints strong”, 1.¢., given them the power and 
strength to withstand the temptations of Evil and stand firmly in the Path of Right. 


5860. If, in spite of Allah's loving care, any particular men or group of men, misuse their powers or wilfully 
disobey Allah's Law, Allah will set them aside, and substitute others in their place, with like powers. Allah's 
gifts are free, but let no one think that he can monopolise them or misuse them without being called to answer 
for the crust. And the man of Allah must not be discouraged by the whole world being at some moment completely 
against him. Allah can in a moment make a complete change. Either the same men that fought against him 
will be his realous adherents, or another generation will spring up, which will carry the flag of Righteousness 
to victory. Allah's Will and Pian work in their own good time. 


5861. Man in himself is weak; he must seek Allah's Crace: without it he can do nothing; with it he can 
do all. For Allah knows all things, and His wisdom comprehends the good of all. 


5862. That is according to His just and wise Plan. If the will is right, it obtains Allah's Grace and Mercy. 
If the will of man rejects Allah, man must suffer the Penalty. 


hy 
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INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY TO SURAH 77—AL MURSALAT 


This Sarah belongs to the early Makkan period, somewhere near to S. 75. (Al Qryamah). 
The theme is somewhat similar. It denounces the horrors of the Hereafter, for those who rejected 
Truth. The refrain, “Ah woe, that Day, to the Rejecters of Truth!" which occurs ten times in its 
fifty verses, or, on an average, once in every five verses, indicates the leitmotif. 


C. 257.—The winds in the world of nature are types 

(77:1-50.) Of Allah's Bounty and Power: they gently bring 
The beneficent rain, and when roused to wrath, 
They clean the world and wipe out Infection. 
So works Allah's Revelation, in sunshine 
And storm. It will root out Evil, and restore 
True values at Judgement. Truly terrible 
Will be that Day for the evil ones. 
It will be a Day of Sorting out: 
Ah woe, that Day, to the Rejecters of Truth! 
Will man not learn from his own little story, 
Or from nature around him? The Blazing Fire 
Will be indeed an enveloping Punishment. 
How dreadful the contrast with the Bliss of the Righteous! 
Learn, ye, therefore, Humility, and approach 
Allah's Throne in Repentance and Earnest Endeavour 


1578 
Stirah 77. 
Al Mursalat (Those Sent Forth) Cn Asli 
In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, : <SpyAI\ J: ee | 
Most Merctful. 
y the (Winds) Sent Forth** beech Ab 


e after another 
(To man’s profit);5** 


2. Which then blow violently Cee it 
In tempestuous Gusts,*** Gack ill © 


3. And scatter (things) RAG 

Far and wide; . aoicsly 0) 
4. Then separate them, | GAY 9 

One from another, Sal 0) 
5. Then spread abroad | 2 Tote 

A Message, **** prea ‘0: 





5868, This Sirah begins with an appeal to five things, as pointing to the substantive statement in verse 
7, that the Day of Justice and Judgement is bound to come, and we must prepare for it, It is difficult to transiate, 
but easy to understand, if we remember that a triple thread of allegory runs through this passage (verses 1-7). 
The five things or phases, which will be presently considered in detail, refer to (a) Winds in the physical world, 
(b) Angels in the spiritual world, and (c) Prophets in the human world, connecting it with the spiritual world. 


5864. Understanding the reference to Winds, we can see that they are powerful factors in the government 
of the physical world. (1) They come gently as harbingers of the blessings of rain and fertility (15:22, 30:48); 
but (2) they can come as violent tornadoes, uprooting and destroying (51:41-42); (3) they can scatter seeds 
far and wide, and (4) they can separate chaff frdm grain, or clear the air from epidemics; and (5) they literally 
carry sound, and therefore Messages, and metaphorically they are instrumental in making Allah's Revelation 
accessible to hearers, whether by way of justification or repentance for the Penitent, or warning for unrepentant 
Sinners. All these things point to the power and goodness of Allah, and we are asked to believe that His promise 
of Mercy and Justice in the Hereafter is indeed true. 

Cf. this passage with 51:1-6 (Al DAa#yat) with which it has many affinities. 


5865. If we understand the reference to be, not to Winds, but to Angels, they are agencies in the spiritual 
world, which carry out similar functions, changing and revolutionising the face of the world. (1) They come 
softly, on beneficent errands of Mercy; (2) they are charged with the mission of punishment and destruction 
for sin as in the case of the two angels who came to Liit (15:57-66); (5) they distribute Allah's Mercies as the 
Winds distribute good seeds; (4) they sort out the good from the evil among men; and (5) they are the agency 
through which Allah's Messages and Revelations are conveyed to the Prophets (see No, 5 in the last note). 

5866. If we understand the reference to Prophets or Messengers of Allah, or the verses of Revelation which 
would be particularly appropriate for verses 5-6, we also get a satisfactory solution of the Allegory. (1) The 
Prophets have followed one another in a series: the verses of the Qur'an came, one after another as needed; 
in both cases it was for man's spiritual profit; (2) they caused great disturbance in a spiritually decadent world; 
they pulled down evil institutions root and branch, and substituted new ones; (3) they proclaimed their cruths 
far and wide, without fear and without favour; (4) through them were sorted out men of Faith and rebels 
against Allah's Law: and (5) they gave a Message, through which just men were justified through repentance, 
and evil men were warned of their sins. 

Some Commentators take one or other of these allegories, and some apply one allegory to a few of these 
verses, and another to another few. In my opinion the Allegory is wide enough to comprehend all the meanings 
which I have sketched. I wish a translation could do justice to those marvellously terse sentences in the original. 
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6. Whether of tio estat Ct? 
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y Assuredly, what ye are 147 §rB re 
Promised must come to pass. doses S| © 
8. Then when the sta or Paste 
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(Portents) deferred? AAG 
18. For the Day of Sorting out.*** "<1 Jade rp 
14. And what will explain : 
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The Day of Sorting out? 
15. Ah woe, that Day, F Pa 
To the Rejecters of Truth! Sy sO 
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5867. The lustre of the stars will become dim; in fact they will disappear: cf 81:2, and 82:2, The heaven's 
canopy will be torn asunder: cf 82:1, and 75:18. The mountains will be uprooted and fly about like dust: 
ef 69:14, 81:3, ete. wronged ip bosg racy Ra ap: Ay USE EEE ARR SPIE “BHR. 


5868. The Resurrection will be established. In the world which will then have passed away, inspired Prophets 
had been sent in succession at different times to all nations. Now they will be gathered together in one place 
sagan nt sacs penne baptetomia pie op lly or cman tiara their respective spheres 
of work. Cf 39:69. 


5869. Cf 37:21 and n. inthshipabienetise 20th: then ath eth Dieitclaebiaba DMD Sane 
Good will then be completely separated from Evil. And the men who rejected Truth and flourished on Falsehood 
will find that in the world of Realities they will be absolutely nowhere. Hence the refrain of this Sirah, “Ah 
woe, that Day, to the Rejecters of Truth!" It sounds like a dirge on Sin. 


5870. Allah's Law is always the same. Sin or corruption prepares its own destruction. It was so with the 
generation of Noah. In Arab tradition it was so with the ‘Ad and the Thamiid. In our own day we see relics 
of prehistoric civilisations, in Egypt, Mesopotamia, the Indus Valley, and the Aegean: these were men of wonderful 
skill and resource, but they went under. If our generations, which pride themselves on their science and skill, 
desert Allah's Law, they will be certain to meet the same fate. 
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17. So shall We make A wSifass te 
Later (generations) SpA 7@ 
Follow them. 


18. Thus do We deal pee ASE - 
With men of sin. Gu Rater 5S & 


19. Ah woe, that Day, té +f Beee 

To the Rejecters of Truth! nS ie Andy ) 
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In. a place of rest, Gaels aT) 
Firmly fixed, **’* 

22. For a period (of gestation), 
Determined (according to 

need)?5*78 


23. 


24. 


For We do determine 
(According to need); for We5*’* 
Are the Best to determine (things). 


Ah woe, that Day! 
To the Rejecters of Truth! 
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5871, Cf 32:8, n, 8658. Man is ashamed of the process of physical creation, RY SNAAbe Somat tee 
being, Yet he is arrogant in life and neglectful of the Fucure. 


5872. See n. 2875 to 28:15. The silent growth fn the mother's womb, and the protection and sustenance 
which the growing life receives from the life of the mother, are themselves wonders. of creation. 


5873, The period roughly of nine months and ten days is subject to many adjustments, In fact throughout 
ovr prenatal as well as postnatal life there are wonderful and nicely-balanced adjustments of which we are 
ourselves unconscious. Should we not turn in love and gratitude to Allah our Creator? 


5874. Perhaps the life in the womb, in relation to the life after birth, is an allegory for our probationary 
life on earth in relation to the eternal Life to come. Perhaps, also, our state when we are buried in the tomb 
suggests an allegory to the life in the womb, in relation to the life in the Hereafter. 


5875. What a wonderful parable! The earth is a place where death and life, decay and growth and decay, 
green grass, stubble, and fuel, corruption and purification jostle together—one often leading to the other. 
The drama which we see with our own eyes.in this world should enable us to appreciate the wonders in the 
spiritual world where the despised and rejected receive the highest honour. Lazarus rests in Abraham's bosom, 
and the Pharaoh is led in chains for his arrogance and his sin. 
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5876. See n. 2038 to 16:15. The solid mountains are frequently referred to: cf 18:5. The parable here 
is that the mountains are hard, solid rock, and yet they act as sponges to collect, store up, and filter sweet 
and wholesome water, which on account of their altitude they are able to distribute by gravity to the lower, 
dry land by means of rivers or springs. Anyone who has seen the parched Makkan valleys and the delicious 
springs in the mountains around, or the Zubaydah Canal, which is the main source of Makkah's water supply, 
will appreciate the aptness of the metaphor, but it applies to any country, though not to so striking a degree. 
If the wisdom and power of Allah can do such things before your eyes, how.can you reject Bis teaching of 
a will more wonderful future’ Life? 





5877. The Sinners, instead of reposing in cool shades, will only see the blazing Fire. The only shadow 
they will see will be that of Smoke, ascending in three columns, right, left, and above, £¢ , completely 
them. But it will give no comfort or coolness. On the contrary, it will contain huge sparks (R). 


3878. Qasr Fort, big building, palace. An alternative reading is Qasar, plural of Qasarat (-wn), meaning 
bundles of wood used for fuel: Ton “Abbas reported by Bukhart. | almost prefer this latter reafling. 


5879. The yellow sparks flying swiftly one after another suggest a string of camels marching swiftly, such 
as the Arabs of Najd and central Arabia are so proud of. There is a double allegory. It refers not only to 
the colour and the rapid succession of sparks, but to the vanity of worldly pride, as much as to say> “your 
fine yellow camels in which you took such pride in the world are but sparks that fly away and even sting you 
in the Hereafter!” Smoke with sparks may also assume fantastic shapes like long-necked camels. 
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35. That will be a Day al ee A 
When they’shall not : SAM eels 
Be able to speak,*** 


36. Nor will it be Ld oo Sows BOS Ge 
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37. Ah woe, that Day, < 1am. ohn 
To the Rejecters of Truth! Boal dens 

38. That will be a Day & o- aay 
Of Sorting out! We shall Saale ~ 
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And those before (you) SiG 


39. Now, if ye have sh ay, 
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Use it against Me!5#* 


40. Ah woe, that Day, RSLS °O) 


To the Rejecters of Truth! 
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5880. They will be dumbfounded; 1.¢., (when read with the next verse), they will not be in a position 
to put forward any valid defence or plea. Facts will speak too plainly against them. They might perversely 
try to deny false worship: 6:25; but their own tongues and limbs will bear witness against them: 24.24. Nor 
does the fighting out or settling of doctrinal disputes in the Hereafter (59:51) amount to putting forward pleas 
in defence. ' 


5881. We may suppose this as spoken primarily to the Quraysh who were plotting against the Prophet. 
You may use all your wisdom and that of your ancestors, but you will not be able to defeat Allah or His Plan. 
See next verse, 


5882. The plots against the Holy Prophet were plots against Allah's Truth, and therefore against Allah. 
Can anyone hope to profit by such plots? Can anyone defeat Allah's Plan and Purpose? Let them try. They 
will only ruin themselves, as the Pagan leaders did. There can only be pity for such men. What will be their 
state in the Hereafter? “Ah woe, that Day, to the Rejecters of Allah's Truth!” 


5883. This is in contrast to the triple shade of smoke and sin for the sinners, which neither gives them 
coolness nor protects them from the Blazing Fire. The Shade, £¢., Covering, of Allah's Good Pleasure, will 
be the greatest Boon of all, and the Spring of Allah's Love will be inexhaustible. (R). 


5884. Fruits: see n. 4671 to 45:75, (R). 
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5885. The fruits of righteousness are contentment in this life and the supreme Bliss in the next. 


5886. “Eat” is symbolical of having the good things of life in this world. It may be that they are only 
given for a trial. Because their minds and wishes run to wrong things, the opportunities for wrong are multiplied, 
as the impetus for good or for evil increases progressively. They are to believe and repent, But if they do not, 
they are to be pitied, even for the good things of this life, for they will come to an evil End in the Hereafter. 


5887. Prostration is a symbol of humility and a desire to get nearer to Allah by Prayer and a good life. 
Those who refuse to adopt this Path are to be pitied: how will they fare at Judgement? 


5888. That may refer to verse 48: they were given plain and clear Guidance, and they refused to accept 
it: after that what kind of Message will they accept? The Guidance referred to is obviously that of Islam or 
the Qur'an. 


Intro. to Sirah 78 1584 


INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY TO SURAH 78—AL NABA’ 


This beautiful Makkan Surah is not quite so early as the last (S. 77) nor quite so late as 
S. 76, but nearer in time to the latter. 


It sets forth Allah's loving care in a fine nature passage, and deduces from it the Promise 
of the Future, when Evil will be destroyed and Good will come to its own; and invites all who 
have the will, to seek refuge with their Lord. 


C. 258.— The Great News for man, in his spiritual Destiny, 
(78:1-40.) Is the Judgement to come, the Day of Sorting Out. 
Do not the Power, the Goodness, and the Justice 
Of Allah reveal themselves in all nature? 
The Panorama around us, the voice in our souls, 
And the harmony between heaven and earth? 
That Day is sure to arrive at its time 
Appointed, when behold! the present order 
Will pass away. Then will the Fruits 
Of Evil appear, and the Fruits of Righteousness. 
Allah's blessings will be more than the merits of men; 
But who can argue with the Fountain of Grace? 
And who can prevent the course of Justice? 
Let us then, before it becomes too late; 
Betake ourselves to our Lord Most Gracious! 
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5889, Great News; usually understood to mean the News or Message of the Resurrection or the Hereafter, 
about which there are various schools of thought among the Jews and Christians and other nations. There 
is practically nothing about the Resurrection in the Old Testament, and the Jewish sect of Sadducees even 
in the time of Christ denied the Resurrection altogether. The Pagan ideas of a future life—if any—varied 
from place to place and from time to time. Even in the early Christian Church, as we learn from Paul's First 
Epistle to the Corinthians, there were contentions in that little community (I, Corinthians, 111), and some 
definitely denied the resurrection of the dead (ib., 15:12). 

Great News may also be translated Great Message or a Message Supreme as 1 have translated at 38:67. 
In that case it would refer to the Qur'an. or the Message of Revelation, or the Message of the Holy Prophet, 
about which there was great contention in those days. As this Message also lays great stress on the Day of 
Judgement and the Resurrection, the practical result by either mode of interpretation amounts to the same. 


5890. See n. 2038 to 16:15. Cf also 18:5 and 15:19. The spacious expanse of the earth may be compared 
to a carpet, to which the mountains act as pegs. The Signs of Allah are thus enumerated; the great panorama 
of outer nature (verses 6-7); the creation of Man in pairs, with the succession of rest and work fitting in with 
the succession of night and day (verses 8-11); the firmaments above, with their splendid lights (verses 12-15); 
and the clouds and rain and abundant harvests, which knit sky and earth and man together (verses 14-16). 
These point to Allah, and Allah's Message points to the Future Life. 
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5891. The darkness of the night is as a covering. Just as a covering protects us from exposure to cold 
or heat, so this covering gives us spiritual respite from the buffets of the material world, and from the tiring 
activities Of our own inner exertions. The rest in sleep (in verse 9) is supplemented by the covering of the 
night with which we are provided by Allah. 


5892. Subsistence in English only partly covers the idea of ma @sh, which includes every kind of life activity. 
The Day ts specially illuminated, so runs the figure of speech, in order that these life activities of all kinds 
may be fully exercised. 


5895. See n. 5526 to 65:12 and n. 2876 to 25:17, also 37:6 and notes there. 
5894. That is, the sun. Cf 25:61; 33:46 (where it is used metaphorically for the Holy Prophet); and 71:16. 


f 
5895. Note how the evidences of Allah and His beneficence are set out in four groups. (1) Look to external 
nature on the earth around you (verses 6-7); (2) your own nature, physical, mental and spiritual (verses 8-11); 
(3) the starry heavens, and the glory of the sun (verses 12-13); and (4) the interdependence of earth, air, and 
sky in the cycle of water, clouds, rain, corn and gardens, all serving in their several ways to further the whole 
plan of the World as it affects us. Can you not then believe that a Creator who does this will sort out Good 
and Evil on an appointed Day with real justice and power? 


5896. Cf 87:21, n. 4047, and 36:59, n. 4005 (end). The Day of Judgement is the Day of Sorting Out, 
as between Good and Evil. ; 


5897. The angel charged with the sounding of the Trumpet is Isriifil. It will herald Judgement, Cf 50:20: 
also 59:68, and n. 4345; and 69:13, n. 5648. 
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5898. A sign that the present order of things will have ceased to exist, and a new world will have come 
into being. Such a figure applies to the heavens in this verse and to the earth in the next verse. The mystery 
of what is beyond the heavens will have vanished through the doors which will then be opened. The solid 
mountains, as we suppose them to be, will have vanished like an unsubstantial mirage. 


5899. Hell, the embodiment of evil, is lying in wait like an ambush for everyone. We should be on our 
guard. For the transgressors, those who have wilfully rebelled against Allah, it will be a definite destination, 
from which there is no return, except, it may be, after ages ¢¢ , unless Allah so wills: Cf 6:128, and n. 951. 


5900. Cf 10:4, and n. 1590; also 38:57, and n. 4215. 


5901. Their transgressions go on progressively as they refuse to repent and turn to Allah. The fire of misery 
begins to blaze forth more and more fiercely, and there is nothing to cool that blare; their food and drink 
themselves are tainted with the disorder of contradictory elements— boiling hot drink, with intensely cold, 
murky, and disgusting fluids. These are fitting punishments for their crimes, which are inconsistent with the 
pure and gentle mould in which Allah had originally cast their nature. 


5902. It was not isolated acts, but a continued course of evil conduct; they repudiated the moral and 
spiritual responsibility for cheir lives; and they impudently called Truth itself by false names and disdained 
Allah's Signs, which were vouchsafed for their instruction. These are not mere impressions; these are hard 
facts “preserved on record”, so that every deed can have its due weight in making up the account. 
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S005, Just ae there ise progressive deterioration in the sinners soul when he surrenders himself to evil, 
so there da a progressive increasesin the Penalty which he suffers. 


iM. This ia orae Salvation. It is not only safety and felicity, but the attainment of the final Goal. the 
supreme Achievement, the Fulfilment of the highest in human nature, the satisfaccion of the true and pure 
desires of the heart—seeing the “Face of Allah”. Seen. 4753 to 4057. 


$905 The supreme Achiewement, or the Fulfilment of the Heart's Desires, spoken of in the Las: vere. 
is now ceecribed in three symbols (verses 52-94), an further explained by nwo negatives (verse 35). The fint 
aymbol ia the enclosed Fruit Garden, and the symbol taken for che frunt a the Grape. The Garden im is muy 
aspects is the mow frequent symbol adopted for Bla, Here the rymbolien io further particularied. The mo 
carcfally ended Garden a a Fron Garden, with walks all round to protect i, and the most characterise Inuit 
mentioned bere is the busctou Grape. (ER). 


S006 The second symbol io Companion of Equal Age. Jit i iethbaii liniitatedin 
brawty, innacence, cruth, and smpachy (BR). 


6907, The third symbol, che Cup, takes us partly to the Grapes mentioned in verse 32 and partly to the 
Springs ar sence sseaparlakr minors esieron remy eeu) brim brings to owr mind the 
unbounded Bounty of Allah, 


6908, The explanation of the three apmbols is made further clear by the two negatives. (1) There will 
be ne talk of vanisies, such as are aeully aeociaced on this earth with pleasant Garde, Companions of equal 
age, of grecrous Oupe (lowing in. Assemblies. (2) There will be no Untruth or Falsehood. nsiocerity or 
there. Eerrytheng will be on a plane of absolute Truth and Realicy, 
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36. Recompense from thy Lord, CL a ear 
A Gift, (amply) sufficient**°* — cot Vili Ce 

37, (From) the Lord saat anit chan ae 
Of the heavens BY Gescaniss avy 
And the earth, net Res Seem 
And all between— Gel aks 
(Allah) Most Gracious: ee oe 
None shall have power (ths 22, SEY 
To argue with Him.**° 

88. The Day that rs \asees 
The Spirit®*" and the angels 5 i. 
Will stand forth in ranks, Gos Mis 
None shall speak nite 3 Se 
Except any who is oyslcga Na ZKKN 
Permitted by (Allah) Most lo VOnBe 

Gracious, ay | etsy (3 
And he will say ped a 
What is right.5*! 

39. That Day will be Ba hed | 4 ro) 
The sure Reality:5*" fae 
Therefore, whoso will, let him A LA 
Take a (straight) Return AsV a 
To his Lord! CAIN I| 





5909. The Recompense is not exactly a Reward in proportion to merit, but is rather a Gift or a Bounty 
from the Merciful—a Gift most amply sufficient to satisfy all desire on that plane of purity. 4 Gift (amply) 
sufficient might almost be translated: a liberal and bountiful gift. Cf the phrase, A’ta fa ahsana = he gave 
generously, or bountifully. (R). 


5910, No one has the right or the power to argue with Allah about the Gifts which He may bestow on 
His devotees beyond their deserts, (verse $6 above) or about the Penalty which His justice may inflict for sin 
or wrongdoing. He is high above all Creation, But He is also Most Gracious. Therefore He may permit special 
Dignitaries, of honour in His eyes, to plead for sinners, but they will only plead in truth and righteousness: 
see verse 38 below, 


5911, The Spirit: see n. 5677 to 70:4. Some Commentators understand by “the Spirit’ the angel Gabriel 
as he is charged specially with bringing Messages to human prophets: see 26;193. n. 3224, (R), 


5912. See n. 5910 above. No one has the right to speak before the Judgement Seat; but certain great 
Dignitaries may be given permission to plead for mercy for sinners, and they will only so plead if the mercy 
is not negatory of Allah's universal justice. 


5915, Cf. 69:1 and n. 5655, Judgement is sure to come, and Truth will then be free from all veils. Why 
should not man, therefore, now in this life of probation, turn back to Allah, and understand and do His Will? 
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40. Verily, We have warned you 


Of a Penalty near—**"* iG. » pile oSG53 SIG) 
The Day when man will ee 20330 08 
See (the Deeds) which Aemeomat A vo hs ay 
His hands have sent forth, mi j Ky 
And the Unbeliever will say, eeu 4) 36 

“Woe unto me! Would that aie 

I were (mere) dust!’**'* ny, a 





5914. Is Judgernent very near? Yes. There are three stages of Judgement. (1) Many of our sins and wrongdoings 
find their penalty in this very life. It may not be an open or striking event, but it corrodes the soul and conscience 
all the time. Let us therefore turn back to Allah in repentance and ask for forgiveness (2) Where the Penalty 
is not actually perceived or is not visible in this life, Death is considered the Lesser Judgement for each individual 
soul: see n. 5822 to 75:22. Death may come to anyone at any time, and we must all be ready for it. (3) Then 
there is the final Judgement, when the whole of the present order passes away, and there is a New World. 
Time as we know it will not exist. Fifty thousand years as we reckon now will be but as a Day; 70:4. According 
Co'chinak Sean Caeds vets this! Rinel Fadgenene ey qlee tay ip ys’ For it will be too late 
then for repentance. 


5915. The Unbeliever, the Rejecter of Allah, will then find himself in a world of absolute Reality, in which 
there will be no place for him. He will neither live nor die: 20:74. He will wish that he could be reduced 
to nothingness, but even that would not be possible. . 


Intro. to Surah 79 1591 


INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY TO SURAH 79—AL NAZI‘AT 


This is also an carly Makkan SUrah, of about the same date as the last, and deals with 
the theme of Judgement from the point of view of Pride and its Fall. The parable of Pharaoh 
occupies a central place in the argument: for he said, “I am your Lord Most High", and perished 
with his followers. 


C. 259. —Never can Evil escape Allah's order 

(79:1-46.) And law: His angels are ever present 
To bring the wicked to their bearings 
And they ever strive and press forward to bring 
Comfort, succour, and Allah's Mercy to those 
Who seek it. Then will come the Day 
When the proud shall be humbled, though they 
Deny the coming Judgement. What happened 
To Pharaoh? He flouted Allah's Message specially 
Sent to Him, and arrogantly proclaimed: 
“I am your Lord Most High!" He perished 
In this life and will answer for his deeds in the next. 

. . . . 

But can ye not see, O men, the mighty 
Works of Allah in the heavens and on carth?— 
The darksome splendour of the Night with its Stars. 
And the daylight splendour of the Sun?— 
How the earth, with its spacious expanse and its mountains, 
Yields moisture and pasture, and feeds and sustains 
Men and cattle, through Allah's wise Providence? 
Ah! transgress not all bounds and earn not the Fire 
Or Punishment, but fear Allah and His Judgement, 
And prepare for the Garden of Perpetual Bliss. 
Delay not! The Judgement is sure, and it’s nigh! 


1592 


Surah 79. 
Al Nazi@t (Those Who Tear Out) Gomis. ays 
In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, = ii sf : 
Most Merciful. a et 
1. By the (angels)*"* | + RR 
or tear out . Bec ly © 


(The souls of the wicked) 
With violence;**” 


2. By those who gently ; Tae ye 
Draw out (the souls Uns cubis!) 0) 
Of the blessed);**"* 

$8. And by those who glide Sor nf ait 
Along (on errands of mercy),**"” mt telly 

4. Then press forward Sor 2 ait 
As in a race, EAk tO 

5. Then arrange to do é‘ oH. erate FO; 
(The Commands of their W'e¥: b 

Lord) — 





5916. The beginning of this Sirah may be compared with the beginning of S. 77. A translator's task in 
such passages is extremely difficult. He has to contend, again and again, with verities of a realm beyond man's 
normal range of experience expressed in elliptical language and he has to render them in another language 
with words of precision intelligible to readers. It is therefore necessary for him to put in part of the Commentary 
in the Translation in such cases (R), 

The evidence of five things is here invoked in verses 1-5. in order to lead to the conclusion in verse 6 
and those following. Or, if we treat verses 3-5 as three stages of the same thing, there are three things to be 
considered in five stages. What are they? And what is the conclusion? See the following notes. 


5917. There is much difference of opinion among the Commentators as to the five things or beings mentioned 
in these verses. I follow the general opinion in my interpretation, which is that angels are referred to as the 
agency which in their dealings with mankind show clearly Allah's Justice, Power, and Mercy, which again point 
to the Judgement to come, as a certainty which none can evade. The first point, referred to in this verse, is 
that the souls of the wicked are loath to part with their material body at death, but their will will not count: 
their souls will be wrenched out into another world. Who will then deny Resurrection and Judgement? 


5918. The second point is that in contrast with the wicked, the souls of the blessed will be drawn out 
gently to their new life. They will be ready for it. {nm fact death for them will be a release from the grosser 
incidents of bodily sense. To them the approach of Judgement will be welcome. 


5919. At all times are errands of mercy and blessings and errands of justice, which the angels are prompt 
to execute by order of Allah. There are three features of this, thus giving the third, fourth, and fifth points. 
(3) Their movement is compared to that of gliding or swimming (sabhan). In 21:55 this verb is applied to 
the motion of the celestial bodies; they all “swim along, each in its rounded course”. Cf, Shakespeare, Merchant 
of Venice: “There's not an orb which thou behold'st, But in his motion life and angel sings, Still quiring to 
the young-eyed cherubims”. (4) In hurrying on their errands angels press forth as in a race. (5) And thus they 
promptly execute the orders of their Lord (Cf 35:1). 
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6. One Day everything that belt siya 
Caii-be in commotion will asl aa pap 
Be in violent commotion,***® 


7. Followed by oft-repeated Mg Tee 1 
icoostanalns on 4331) Ga © 
» 
8. Hearts that Day**** id eee EO) 
Will be in agitation; ili 
9. Cast down will be**** eae <i dd 
(Their owners’) eyes. SSO? 

10. They say (now): “What! vee 2 ve 
Shall we indeed be ra sins Sa sa CP 
Returned to (our) former state?"— é 

ll. “What!—when we shall bee jar arn 
Have become rotten bones?” 5p las S15 ‘| 07 

12. They say: “It would, Ass 
In that case, be eke ws isha Msi M6 op 
A return with loss!” 

’ ® *- w Dror y : 

13. e Laker ease ‘ley Ayes sc plél 5 fir 
(Compelling) Cry,**** 





5920. The evidence of the wonderful working of the spiritual world having been invoked in the first five 
verses. the conclusion is now drawn and stated. It is certain that one great Day (to be taken in a spiritual 
sense as the Day of Account), the whole world as we now see it in our life will be in violent revolution. It 
will be like an earthquake destroying all landmarks. But that will affect only things subject to change: they 
will suffer violent convulsions as a preliminary to their disappearance. But Allah and His divine order will 
not change: his "Face" abideth forever, Salt of Majesty, Bounty, and Honour (55:27). 


5921. The Commotion will be repeated again and again in the transitory world, ere 
saan wagon Peden pemarr eit 


5922. ELE IE CL IE LI IG IT IE FN I IE 
their Lord's Promise; those of the Rejecters of Allah for fear of His just Judgement. 


5925. Similarly all eyes will be cast down: those of the blessed ones to see the beginning of the fulfilment 
of the Rejecters of Allah, in utter humiliation, sorrow, and shame, for their arrogance and insolence in their 


probationary life. 


5924. The Unbelievers say now, in their arrogance, insolence, and mocking defiance: “Surely death here 
is the end of all things! When we are dead and buried, and our bones are rotien, how can we be restored 
again?” They add, “If that were so, then we should indeed be in a turn of dreadful luck! Instead of gaining 
by the Resurrection, we should be in terrible loss (with our rotten bones)!" They mean this in biting mockery. 
But there will indeed be an Account taken, and they will indeed be in a terrible loss, for they will go to perdition! 


5925. Judgement will be inaugurated with a single compelling Cry, Cf 37:19. See also $6:29 and 49, 
where the single mighty Blast seems to refer to the sinners being cut off in this life and plunged into the other 
world where they will be further judged, and 56:55, where the final Judgement is referred to. 
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14, When, behold, they x, 1S 41; 
Will be in‘the (full) alba 
Awakening (to Judgement).**** 


15. FAas the story***’ AAD mathe 
f Moses reached thee? Sra ASO: 
16, Behold, thy Lord did call Cdee Cre Shed a 
To him in the sacred valley Shu pall \ihara363 &) 
Of Tuwa— **?* 


17. “Go thou to Pharaoh, 


For he had indeed ijegadjcail & 
Transgressed all bounds:**?* 


18. “And say to him, G27 % 074 
“Wouldst thou that thou Sal pds &» 
Shouldst be purified 
(From. sin)?— 

19. “‘And that I guide thee $2700 Pa An O 
To thy Lord, so thou'*** gta b Saal &) 


Shouldst fear Him?'" 


20. Then did (Moses) show him 
The Piracy is Say ask 


21. But (Pharaoh) rejected it Al Bee 
And disobeyed (guidance); Wgaby ons iy 





5926. They will have been more or less dormant before the Great Judgement, as contrasted with the Lesser 
Judgement (n. 5914 to 78:40, and n. 5822 to 75:22), When the resurrection comes, they will come fully into 
the new world, the old heaven and earth having then completely passed away, not only for them but absolutely. 


5927. This is just a reference to the story of Moses told more fully in S. 20:9-76, The lessons drawn are: 
(1) That even to an arrogant blasphemer and rebel against Allah's Law, like Pharaoh, Allah's grace was offered 
through a major prophet Moses; (2) that this rejection brought about his signal downfall even in this world; 
and (8) that his humiliaiton and punishment will be completed in the Hereafter at Judgement, 


5928. Cf 20:12. 
5929. Cf 20:24. 


5980. Even for such a one as Pharaoh, intoxicated with his own power and greatness, guidance and grace 
were offered through Moses. 


r 

5931. What was the Great Sign? Some Commentators understand by it the “White Shining Hand”: see 
n. 2550 co 20:22-23. Others think it was the miracle of the rod that became a “snake active in motion”: see 
20:20, n. 2549. These were among the Greater Signs: 20:23, In 17:10] there is a reference to nine clear Signs 
given to Moses, and these are specified in detail in mn. 1091 to 7:133, the fact is, there were many Signs given, 
“openly self-explained,” but Pharaoh and his men “were steeped in arrogance — a people given to sin” (7:153). 
the pre-eminently Great Sign was therefore the fact of Moses being sent to Pharaoh, which subsequently converted 
the magicians and the more learned Egyptians to the true God (20:70-73), though Pharaoh and his Chiefs 
resisted and suffered for their sins. (R). 
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* Sinag ha pa Aah 5G @ 
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gy ii STieatich & 


Of him—in the Hereafter, 
As in this life.5* 


26. Verily in this is aoe Ate os - ¢ x 
An instructive warning*** SFodins t's do} '@) 
For whosoever feareth (Allah): 


SECTION 2. 
- 4. AZ SG 
27. dithat! Are ye the more A earayt fete F714 i 
ifficult to create Ae Fe sl As ule fv} 


Or the heaven (above)?**** 
(Allah) hath constructed it: 


28. On high hath He raised " 7ive€ Cas 
Its canopy, and He hath es & 
Given it order and perfection,**** 


29. Its night doth He APR ORAL AE 
Endow with darkness, Qe ce NOG no: 
And its splendour doth He 
Bring out (with light).**** 





5932. See 20:78-79, also 7:135-157, 


5988. Cf. 24:44. 


5934, If man grows arrogant or forgets his accountability to Allah, in his ignorance or 
he is reminded that he is only an insignificant speck in Allah's spacious Creation (Cf, 36;81). All the encallence 


that man acquires is the gift of Allah. Who had bestowed on him a high Destiny if he fulfils the purpose 
of his creation: 2:30-89. Then follows a nature passage, pointing to the glory of the heavens and the earth, 
and how they are both made to subserve the life of man. 


5935. Cf 2:29. The mystery of the heavens with their countless stars and the planets obeying the laws 
of motion, and the sun and moon influencing the temperature and climates of the earth from thousands or 
millions of miles, illustrate the order and perfection which Allah has given to His Creation, Can man then 
remain exempt from his reponsibility for his deeds, endowed as he is with a will, or deny the Day of Sorting 
Out, which is the Day of Judgement? 


5936. $s ection tidichestny Uietants Wilts dn Shihan ta Ditbby Sairaliadintseay iting 
and its utility for man, as has been frequently pointed out in the Qur'an. The night is a period of darkness, 
but it has also its splendours of light in the moon, or the planets Jupiter or Venus, or stars like Sirius or the 
Milky Way. These countless lights of night have their own beauty, and by day there is splendour of the sun 
for us, which in Creation as a whole, is just one of countless stars. 
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30. And the earth, moreover,*®*’ armen 
Hath He extended GOaisn AAG @ 


(To a wide expanse); 


$1. He draweth out aoe fey 
Therefrom its moisture Vise nen EAO 
And its pasture;5*** 


$2. And the mountains A“ Baie 
Hath He firmly fixed—**** GNI © 

38. For use and convenience***® ee hy BE ee ey 
To you and your cattle. Pat at. 

34. Therefore, when there comes os, Sit GLACE ro} 


The great, overwhelming 
(Event) —°**! 


35. The Day when Man LAI. Ener 
Shall remember (all) geeky Saytiice 2 
That he strove for,**? 


36. And Hell-Fire shall be as £ ea 
Placed in full view? Srl modl oss 
For (all) to see— 

7. Then, pa - a4 
3 en, for such as had ssalal yp 


Transgressed all bounds, 





5937, Moreover, or, more literally, after that, See n. 4475 to 41:11. 


5938. The underground springs and wells as well as rivers and glaciers in northern climates are due to 
the different levels of highlands not lowlands. They spread the moisture evenly as wanted, and give corn, fruits, 
and vegetables to man, and pastures and feeding grounds to beasts of the fields. For the wonderful circuit 
or cycle of water between heaven and earth, see notes $106 (25:49) and S111 (25:53). 


5939. See n. 2058 to 16:15. the “eternal hills” are the main reservoirs for the storage and gradual distribution 
of water, the very basis of the life of man and beast. 


5940. This clause I construe to apply to verses 30, 31, and $2 above. Everything on earth has, by Allah's 
bountiful providence, been arranged to subserve the use and convenience of man and the lower life which 
depends upon him, The intermediary between Allah's providence and the actual use made for Allah's other 
gifts is man’s own intelligence and initiative, which are also gifts of Allah, 


5941, The Judgement, the time for sorting out all things according to their true, intrinsic, and eternal values. 


5942, The Judgement will be not only forhis acts but for his motives, “all he strove for", In this life he 
may forget his ill-deeds, but in the new conditions he will not only remember them, but the Fire of Punishment 
will be plainly visible to hirm, and not only to him, but it will be “for all to see". This will add to the sinner's 
humiliati 


5943. Cf 26:91. 
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38. And had preferred**** “of. an, a77 
The life of this world, Casas 
89. The Abode will be Hell-Fire; SAS elope 
40. And for such as had roe 
Entertained the fear SEL O 
Of standing before™* ey eee” A 
Their Lord's (tribunal) Adie 
And had restrained Ade: oo bee 
(Their) souls from lower Desires, Soh) 56233) 
41. Their Abode will be e-eer ote rd 
The Garden. SJ pe Life Lap 
42. They ask thee*™* ea aad CREST RAK a0 
About the Hour—When + ollie lyre sles @D 
Will be its appointed time?’ 
43, Wherein art thou (concerned) 5 AN ee - 4. 
With the declaration thereof? Wrsncits Rep 
44. With thy Lord is TA 70 Bar 4 
The Limit*™? fixed therefor. Bead] 
45. Thou art but a Warner A490 $3. I 7s 
For such as fear it.**** eta SMT O: 
46. The Day they see it, 


(It will be) as if they 


Wie O 


Had tarried but a single 





5944. The abiding Punishment will be for chose who had willfully and persistently rebelled against Allah, 
“transgressing all bounds”, and had given themselves up to the vanities and lusts of this lower life. This Punishment 
will not touch those who had repented and been forgiven, nor those guilty, through human frailty, of minor 
sins, whose deeds will be weighed in the balance against their good deeds: 101:6-9. 


5945. The contrast is complete and parallel: the persistent rebels against Allah's Law, who preferred the 
lower life, are to dwell in the Fire of Punishment, while those who humbly feared the punishment of sin and 
believing in their Lord's warnings restrained their lower desires, will dwell in the Garden. See last note. 


5946. Cf. 7:187 and n. 1159. Only Allah can reveal it, But were it known, “heavy were its burden through 
the heavens and che carth” 


5947, Our time has no sort of comparison with the timeless state in the new spiritual World in which 
the final Judgement will take place..Nor can its limits —how long it will last—be set except in the Will of 
Almighty Allah, Lord of Supreme Wisdom, Justice, and Goodness: 11:107-108, But it is near, in the sense explained 
in n, 5914 to 78:40. 


§948, The warning is only effective for those who believe in Allah and in the Final Account. Such men 
immediately turn in repentance to Allah, and it is to lead such men and help them, that Prophets are sent. 
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Evening, or (at most ‘cill) Fok ges o 
The following morn!*™* vlpersate 





6949. CF 10:45, where the expresion used ier. “it will be aa if they had carried bur an hour of a day" 
Here the metaphor used is “a single evening, or at most, ‘till the following morn” Death is like sleep, and 
may be compared to the ewening of life. In deep we do not know how the time pases, When we wabe op 
from the aleep of Death at the Resurrection, we shall oot keow whether it was the following moment or he 
following hour after we dept, bur we shall feel that it is roorning, for we shall be oonecious of all that goes 
of, atone etahened in che morning: 


Intro. to Strah 80 1599 


INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY TO SURAH 80—4BASA 


This is an carly Makkan Sirah, and is connected with an incident which reflects the highest 
honour on the Prophet's sincerity in the Revelations that were vouchsafed to him even if they seemed 
to reprove him for some natural and human zeal that led him to a false step in his mission according 
to his own high standards. 


He was once deeply and earnestly engaged in trying to explain the Holy Qur'an to Pagan 
Quraysh leaders, when he was interrupted by a blind man, ‘Abd Allah ibn Umm Maktiim, one 
who was also poor, so that no one took any notice of him. He wanted to learn the Qur'an. The 
Holy Prophet naturally disliked the interruption and showed impatience. Perhaps the poor man’s 
feelings were hurt, But he whose gentle heart ever sympathised with the poor and the afflicted, 
got new Light from above, and without the least hesitation published this revelation, which forms 
part of the sacred scripture of Islam, as described in verses 13-16. And the Prophet always afterwards 
held the man in high honour, 


The incident was only a passing incident, but after explaining the eternal principles of 
revelation, the Sirah recapitulates the Mercies of Allah to man, and the consequences of a good 
or a wicked life here, as seen in the spiritual world to come, in the Hereafter. 


C, 260.—Men not blest with the good things of this life 
(80:1-42.) May yet be earnest seekers of Truth 
And Purity, and deserve as much attention as those 
Who seem to wield some influence, yet who 
In their pride are self-sufficient. Allah's Message 
Is universal: all have a right 
To hear it. Held high in honour, kept 
Pure and holy, it should be writ 
By none but good and honourable men, 


Allah's Grace is showered on man not less 

For his inner growth than in his outward 

Life. There must be a final Reckoning, 

When each soul must stand on its own past Record: 
The faces, then, of the Blest will beam 

With Joy and Light, while the Doers of Iniquity 
Will hide in Dust and Shame and Darkness. 


1600 


Strah 80. 

‘Abasa (He Frowned) ; EE = NI 

In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, ance 6 ; 
Most Merciful. BS a 

1. (Che Prophet) frowned “fee --- 
And turned away,***? | Sine 

2. Because there camie.to-him 2 +e % 
The blind man (interrupting). wee dlesee cl © 

3. But what could tell thee 2.7 17% i at 
But that perchance he might Je poaes 
Grow (in spiritual understanding)? , : 

4. Or that he might receive we SPs 9h aA 
Admonition, and the teaching nod GPa aasrs Svs 0) 
Might profit him?**! 

5. As to one who regards fh a | 
Himself as self-sufficient,**** AE bbl © 

6. To him dost thou attend; ics Sik 

7. Though it is no blame Ook eee 
On thee if he grow not**** SN ake, 0) 
(In spiritual understanding). ~~ 

8. But as to him who came aa tA 
To thee striving earnestly, | widely 0: 





5950. See the Introduction to this Sirah for the incident to which this refers. The lesson is that neither 
spiritual worth nor the prospect of effective spiritual guidance is to be measured by a man's position in life. 
The poor, or the blind, the halt, or the maimed, may be more susceptible to the teaching of Allah's Word 
than men who are apparently gifted, but who suffer from arrogance and self-sufficiency. 


5951. It may be that the poor blind man might, on account of his will to learn, be more likely to grow 
in his own spiritual development or to profit by any lessons taught to him even in reproof than a self-sufficient 
leader. In fact it was so. For the blind man became a true and sincere Muslim and lived to become a governor 
of Madinah 


5952. Such a one would be a Pagan Quraysh leader, whom the Holy Prophet was anxious to get into 
his fold, in order that the work of preaching Allah's Message might be facilitated. But such a Message works 
first amongst the simple and lowly, the poor and despised folk, and the mighty ones of the earth only come 
in when the stream rushes in with irresistible force. 


5958. Allah's Message is for all, but if the great ones arrogantly keep back from it, it is no fault of the 
Preacher, so long as he has proclaimed the Message. He should attend to all, and specially to the humble and lowly. 
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9. And with fear aos 
(In his heart),5** FEO 
10, Of him wast thou unmindful. abaccs &) 
ll, By no means Bone 00 i 
hould it be so)! Sale 
For it is indeed 


A Message of instruction:**** 


© “Keep it ih remembrance Seiea © 
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17. Woe to man! ~ ale nite 
What hath made him oSIeSYhs 
Reject Allah? 


18. From what stuff as 1 
Hath He:creaced-him? Ail SNS 





5954. The fear in the blind man's heart may have been twofold. (1) He was humble and God-fearing, 
not arrogant and self-sufficient: (2) being poor and blind, he feared to intrude: yet his earnest desire to learn 
the Qur’lin made him bold, and he came, perhaps unseasonably, but was yet worthy of encouragement, because 
of the purity of his heart. 


5955. Allah's Message is a universal Message, from which no one is to be excluded —rich or poor. old 
or young, great or lowly, learned or ignorant. If anyone had the spiritual craving that needed satisfaction, 
he was to be given precedence if there was to be any question of precedence at all. 


5956. At the time this Stirah was revealed, there were perhaps only about 42 or 45 Sirahs in the hands 
of the Muslims. Bur it was a sufficient body of Revelation of high spiritual value, to which the description 
given here could be applied. It was held in the highest honour; its place in the hearts of Muslims was more 
exalted than that of anything else: as Allah's Word, it was pure and sacred; and those who transcribed it were 
men who were honourable, just and pious. The legend chat the early SGrahs were not carefully written down 
and preserved im books is a pure invention. The recensions made later in the time of the first and the third 
Khalifahs were merely to preserve the purity and safeguard the arrangement of the text at # time when the 
expansion of Islam among non-Arabic-speaking peoples made such precautions necessary. 


20. 


21. 


22. 


He hath created him, and then 
Mouldeth him in due proportions; 


Then doth He make, 
His path smooth for him; 


Then He causeth him to die, 
And putteth him in his Grave;**** 


Then, when it is 
His Will, He will 
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Raise him up (again). 


28. By no means hath he ac te 
Fulfilled what Allah | ae LIE Gp 
Hath commanded him.**** 


24. Then let man look 
At his Food, 59° ae 
(And how We provide it): 


25. For that We pour forth bcc r! 


Water in abundance, 


26. And We split the earth 4< = Rivcece ch 
In. fragments, ***! eee YN ad @ 





5957. Cf 76:2, and n. 5832. The origin of man as an animal is lowly indeed. But what further faculties 
and capacities has not Allah granted to men? Besides his animal body, in which also he shares in all the blessings 
which Allah has bestowed on the rest of His Creation, man has been granted divine gifts which entitle him 
to be called Vicegerent of Allah on earth: 2:50.-He has a will; he has spiritual perception; he is capable of 
divine love; he can contro! nature within certain limits, and subject nature's forces to his own use. And he 
has been given the power of judgement, so that he can avoid excess and defect, and follow the middle path. 
And that path, ao-sveil-en-ell-chint-le-nacesnnsy Son-tile.tiiein-ite- cn aniseld-anpeot, has been made easy for him. 


5958. Cf 20:55. Death is an inevitable event after the brief life on this earth, but it is also in a sense 
a blessing—a release from the imperfections of this world, a close of the probationary period, after which 
will dawn the full Reality, The Crave may be understood to be the period between physical death and immortal 
Life, whatever may be the mode of disposal of the dead body. This intermediate period is the Barzakh or 
Partition: see n, 2940 to 23;101. 


5959, Though all these blessings and stages have been provided by Allah's Grace for the good of man, 
yet unregenerate man fails in carrying out the purpose of his creation and life. 


5960. After a reference to man’s inner history, there is now a reference to just one item in his daily outer 
life, his food: and it is shown how the forces of heaven and earth unite by Allah's Command to serve man 
and his dependants, “for use and convenience to you and your cattle” (verse $2 below). If that is the case 
with just one item, food, how much more comprehensive is Allah's beneficence when the whole of man's needs 
are considered! 


5961. The water comes from the clouds in plentiful abundance; the earth is ploughed, and the soil is 
broken up in fragments, and yields an abundant harvest of cereals (Corn), trellised fruit (Grapes), and vegetable 
food (nutritious Plants), as well as fruic that can keep for long periods and serve many uses, like olives and dates. 
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28, And Grapes and nutritious Plants, A 
29. And Olives and Dates, Sie, exe 
40. And enclosed Garders,**"" (es sie 5@) 
Dense with lofty trees, 
te -, ‘ 
SI. And Fruits and Fodder— te ST a) 
$2. For use and convenience ety Fie 
To you and your cattle," > yy Ges 
39. 2\t length, when there reac] ria i 
mes the Deafening Noise —*"** AB, $O 
44. That Day shall a man Tees 
Flee from his own brother, soli. tellers 
55. And from his mothe: 
And Yas father delyaails >} 
56, And from his wife 
And his children.°™ A peabonios 
$7, Each one of them, be walk 
That Day, will have ad WARS 
Enough concern (of his own) teas 
To make him indifferent 
To the others." 





$962 Tahrrem: ce. from within the earth of the soil 


8045. We not only get Geld creps such as were mentioned in n_ 5961 above, bot we have the more highly 
tultiveted garden crops, both in che way of lofty cress, and in the way of carefully tended froita lhe the fig: 
ond then we have grass and all kinds of fodder. 


id, The same vere occur at 79/55, where a. 5940 explains the wider meaning ie that coment. 
6965, Preliminary to the catablishevent of che Final Judgement. 


$306 Ewen tho whe were neared and dear in thi life will not be able of willing to help each other 
ee thet oeful Dey. On the contra, of they have bo teceive a eentence for their aing, they will be anxious to 
eid ern chering each other's sores of witnreang toch other's humilanon; for tach will have enough of 
bows troubles oo occepy kim. Oothe other hard, che Righteous will be unieed with their righteous families: 
Mtl; and thew faces will be “beaming. laughing, rejoicing” (50-58-55), 


ea? cy 7010-14, No friend soll aol after a friend thas Day: On the contrary the inner will desire to 
wave biewelf at the expeme even of his own family and benefactors, 
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38. Some Faces that Day 
Will be beaming, 


39. Laughing, rejoicing. 


40. And other faces that Day 
Will be dust stained;**** 


41. Blackness will cover them: 


42. Such will be 


The Rejecters of Allah, 
The Doers of Iniquity. 
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5968. The dust on the faces of the sinners will be in contrast to the beaming light on the faces of the 
righteous; and the blackness in contrast to the “laughing, rejoicing” faces of the righteous. But the dust also 
suggests that being Rejecters of Allah, their faces and eyes and faculties were choked in dust, and the blackness 


suggests that being Doers of Iniquity they had no part or lot in purity or Light. Another cont~ast may possibly 
be deduced: the humble and lowly may be “in the dust” in this life, potatoe ceertoenesdhnre 


but the roles will be reversed at Judgement. 
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INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 81—AL TAKWIR 


‘This is quite an early Makkan SUrah, perhaps the sixth or seventh in chronological order. 
It opens with a series of highly graphic images portraying the break-up of the world as we know 
it (verses 1-18) and the enforcement of complete persona! responsibility for each soul (verse 14). 
This is followed by a passage showing how the Quranic Revelation was true, and revealed through 
the angel Gabriel, and not merely a rhapsody from one possessed. Revelation is given for man's 
spiritual guidance (verses 14-29). (R). : 


Comparable with this Sirah are Siirahs 82 and 84 which may be read with this. 


C. 261, —How can the soul's self-conviction be fitly 

(81:1-29.) Expressed, except by types of tremendous 
Cataclysms in nature, and still more by tremendous 
Searchings in the heart of man? These want 
Deep pondering. When once the spiritual Dawn 
Has “breathed away” the Darkness of the Night, 
The Vision Glorious clears all doubts, 
And brings us face to face with Truth. 
The highest Archange! in heaven is sent 
By Allah to bring these truths to men 
Through their Prophet. Allah's Grace flows freely: 
We have but to tune our Will to His— 
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Sirah 8. 
Al Takwir (The Folding Up) ' | Or oo als = asi 
In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, eee 1 
a Z_ - — 
Most Merciful. | IO a 


1, When the sun*** 7 Ser bektiii| 
Ms its spacious light) ; : Spell 0, 


Is folded up; 


2. When the stars*™ eerteee bhee o 
Fall, losing their lustre: _ Sasi > Lange 

§. When the mountaims vanish 

is 

(Like a mirage)" a i died 15 a 

4. When the she-camels, ! es 
Ten months with young, 6 sat Ste leali > 
Are left untended;**™ 

5. When the wild beasts, aout) eae 
Are herded together ’ Spm eae -s) aly & 


{In human habitations);**"" 





5969. Verse | to 15 are ceeditional clauses, and the sibnantive clause bp in wens 14. The tie will come 
when nucures processes as we know them will cease to function, and the soul will only then iknow by self, 
cemicion the roulo of in action, With reference to un individual soul, bo reeurrection bio pupreme crim 


ihe whole workd of serac, aed even of imaginanion and reason, melo away, and ice whole apiriceal serell 
laid bare befor is 


5970. The condithonal clauses are twelve, in two groupe of aie. The first de affect the outer of physical 
life of man; the bast sia, his inmost spiritual fife. Let us take them one by one. (1) The biggest factor affecting 
Wiin the external physical World io the hghe, heat, and perhaps electric or magnetic energy of che wun. The 
fen is the source of all the light, beat, and energy, and indeed the souree and support of all phyical life 
that we koow, [et is the biggest factor aod yet most remote from us in our solar epstem. Yet the sources of oor 
baner apiritual lite will be greater and tore laiting, for Uhey will survive it. The un aa the centre of cur solar 
fptem she sands oso cyrobol of the present oder of thimgs The physical forces, ax defined in Newton's lng 
of Matter and Attraction, ‘ill also break up with the break-up of che son, 

iy folded age is folded up. of owimed up, like a sheet or garment. 


S071, (2) Neat after dhe wun, we can derive faint ligho from the innomerable wars in the fliemament, 
For all che ages of which we have any record, these are have remained fiard. Nothing can be more fined: 
yet they can and will fail. 


OTE. Cf 74:20. (8) On our own earth the mountaina — the “eternal hills seem the moat ariking example 
of ability, pet they will be werpt wewy like 2 mirage, a if they had never existed 


5975. (4) The type of Arab property, os well as the tepe of the Arab pet, wan the camel, and whe mont 
precious camel waa the she-came! just about to be deivered of ber poung. She would in normal tome be meet 
sedulously coped for Bot when all our landmarks of chis fe vanieh, even she would be left untended. Nothing 
would thon bee aa if i cre 


$074. (5) In che present world. che wild animal fear each other, and they all fear man and normally 
beep away from humen habitations Bur when this order pases way, there will be scarcely any differescisien 
berwern homen hablistions and he wilde of the forests, 


f 
i 
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* Ave sorted Sater mares i © 
(Being joined, like with like); 

Bode phe BEES O 

She was killed,” al OD 

10. When the sere rh test Wo} 
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5975 See 52:6 and n. 5041. (6) The oceans, which now keep their bounds, will surge and boil over, and 
overwhelm all landmarks. At present the waters seem to have reached their fixed and normal levels, but the 
whole equilibrium will then be disturbed. Such will be the complete wreck of this transitory world, at the 
approach of the dawn of the permanent Reality, But these are physical symbols, relating to the outer nature 
surrounding the physical nature of man. The remaining six, wz.: the 7th to the 12th, describe the ordering 
of the new spiritual World, from which all present seeming incongruities will be removed. 


5976. Cf 56:7, where the sorting out into three classes is mentioned. ver : Those Nearest to Allah. the 
Companions of the Right Hand, and the Companions of the Left Hand. That was a sort of broad general 
division, The meaning in this passage is wider. (7) Whereas in this world of probation, good is mixed with 
evil, knowledge with ignorance, power with arrogance, and so on—in the new world of Reality, all true values 
will be restored, and like will consort with like, for it will be a world of perfect Peace, Harmony, and Justice. 


5977. (8) In this world of sin and sorrow, much unjust suffering is caused, and innocent lives sacrificed, 
without « trace being left, by which offenders can be brought w justice, A mriking example before the Quraysh 
was female infanucide: cf 16:58-59, and n. 2084, The crime was committed in the guise of social plausibility 
in secret collusion, and no question was asked here. But in the spiritual world of Justice, full questions will 
be asked. and the victim herself —dumb here —will be able to give evidence, for she had committed no crime 
herself, The proofs will be drawn from the very means used for concealment. 


5978. (9) The Scrolls recording the deeds of men, good or bad, will then be laid open before all. C/ 
50:17.18, n. 4954; also 82:11-12. In the present phenomenal world, things may be concealed; but in the spiritual 
world of absolute Reality, every secret is opened out, good or bad. The whole tale of acts, omissions, motives, 
imponderable spiritual hurt, neglect, or help will be laid bare. 


5979. The World on High. literally, the Sky, or Heaven as standing for both the Blazing Fire and the 
Garden, the Home of the Hereafter. (10) The soul's spiritual Sky—the things it held high or sacred —will be 
stripped of the thin blue that gave rest ~ and partly illusion —to its spiritual eye in the world of illusions, Just 
as when an animal is skinned, its real flesh and blood and inner organs become visible. without any outer 
coating to hold them together, so the inmost state of the spiritual world will then become plain. 


5980, (11) Then will burn the Blazing Fire of the Hell, worse than the firrrest fire, (R). 
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18. And when the Garden*™ Ries o> 
Is brought near—**"* CAN EAT 
14. (Then) shall each soul know orate es en 
What it has put forward.* paalt AE OD 


15. So verily I call*™ Sts whens 
To witness the Planets—**** ie 


That. recede, 


16. Go straight, or hide; pe ay Laie 


17. And the Night 29 4 ate 
As it dissipates;**** paaer WGI 
18. And the Dawn 7Err obit 
As it breathes away vtslifenalls ap 
The darkness —***’ 
19. Verily this is the word 7 Aore 
Of a most honourable BS rrdgacl QD 
Messenger, **** 





5981. (12) The last of the Metaphors, the Garden of Bliss—the Light of Allah's Face (92:20) — will come 
in sight—not yet attained, but visible, or “brought near”. For the scales have fallen from the eyes, and the 
soul knows itself, 


5982. See 75:22, n. 5822; 78:40, n. 5914; and 79:14, n. 5926. (Eds). 


5983. This is the conclusion. It is only on such conditions that the soul reaches its full realisation. Put 
forward; cf. “the Deeds which his hands have sent forth” in 78:40. 


5984. Cf 56:75, n. 5258, for the witness that the heavenly bodies bear symbolically to the power, beauty, 
and goodness of Allah, Sep PP sa ta ae ba See n. 5798 to 74:32, for the significance of an adjuration 
in the Qur’dn. 


5985. The appeal here is made to three things, the Planets, the Night, and the Dawn. (1) The Planeo 
have a retrograde and a forward motion, and during occultation, hide or disappear behind the sun or moon, 
or are otherwise invisible or appear stationary. They behave differently from the millions of stars around them. 
Yet they are not mere erratic bodies, but obey definite laws, and evidence the power and wisdom of Allah. 

¢ 


5986. How the Night gradually declines after its height at midnight! It seems gradually to steal away, 
and as Dawn approaches, to merge into Day. So a soul in spiritual darkness gradually awakes to its spiritual 


Dawn through Revelation. 


5987. The slow “breathing out” of the darkness by the Dawn, shown us, by beautiful imagery, that thee 
mysterious operations, of which people in their ignorance are frightened if they have to do with darknes, 
are really beneficent operations of Allah. They have nothing to do with evil spirits, or witches, or magic. For 
three questions were actually raised about the Holy Prophet's Ministry by the ignorant. (1) Did his wonderful 
works come from himself and not from Allah? (2) Was he possessed of an evil spirit? In other words, was be 
mad? For chat was the theory of madness, then current. (3) Was he a soothsayer, or necromancer, or magician? 
For he had virtues, powers, and eloquence, so extraordinary that they could not understand him. 


5988. They are told here that all their three theories were foolish. The Revelation was really from Allah. 
Their wonder should cease if they observe the daily miracles worked round them in nature. The bringer of 
Allah's Message was the angel Gabriel, and not an evil spirit. 
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20. Endued with Power, 
With rank before 
The Lord of the Throne,**** 
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21. With authority there, 475 152 
(And) faithful to his trust. wl? gh @ 

22. d (O people)! ae 45 eee 
our Companion is not a Xl; 


One possessed ;**** 


23. And without doubt he saw him 
In the clear horizon.***' 


* st *. Pe ae 
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24. Neither doth he withhold Ld 1 tee Se 
Grudgingly a knowledge cna al lesa; 


Of the Unseen.***” 


25. Nor is it the word 
Of an evil spirit accursed.**” 


ei laoe® 
spake ® 


26. Then whither go ye?" 


27. Verily this is no less 
Than a Message 
To (all) the Worlds:**”* 


5989. Not only was the bringer of the Revelation, Gabriel, an honourable Messenger, incapable of deceit, 
but he had, in the angelic kingdom, rank and authority before Allah's Throne, and he could convey an 
authoritative divine Message. He was, like the Holy Prophet, faithful to his trust; and therefore there could 
be no question of the Message being delivered in any other way than exactly according to the divine Will 
and Purpose. These epithets could apply to the Prophet himself, but in view of verse 25 below, it is best to 
understand them of Gabriel. 


5990. After describing the credentials of the Archangel Gabriel, the Text now appeals to the people to 
consider their own “Companion”, the Prophet, who had been born among them and had lived with them, 
and was known to be an honourable, truthful, and trustworthy man. If Gabriel was the one who brought 
the Message to him, then there was no question of demoniacal possession. And the Prophet had seen him 
in his inspired vision “in the clear horizon”. 

5991. Read along with this the whole passage in 53:1-18 and notes there; specially n. 5092, where the 
two occasions are mentioned when there was a vision of inspiration: "For truly did he see, of the Signs of 
his Lord, the Greatest” (55:18), 

5992. Such would be the words of a soothsayer, guarded, ambiguous, and misleading. Here everything 
was clear, sane, true, and under divine inspiration. 

5993. Such as evil suggestions of envy, spite, greed, selfishness, or other vices. On the contrary, the teaching 
of the Qur'an is beneficent, pointing to the Right Way, and Way of Allah. Rajim: literally, driven away with 
stones, rejected with complete ignominy. Cf, 15:17. The rite of throwing stones in the valley of Mina at the 
close of the Makkan Pilgrimage [see n. 217 (6) to 2:197] suggests symbolically that the Pilgrim emphatically, 
definitely, and finally rejects all Evil, 

5994. It has been shown that this is no word of a mortal, but that it is full of divine wisdom: that its 
teaching is not that of a madman, but sane to the core and in accordance with human needs: that it freely 
and clearly directs you to the right Path and forbids you the Path of evil. Why then hesitate? Accept the divine 
Grace; repent of your sins; and come to the higher Life., 

4995, Ic is not meant for one class or race; it is universal, and is addressed to all the Worlds» For the 
meaning of “Worlds” see n- 20 to 1:2. 
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28. (With profit) to whoever 
Among you wills 
To go straight:**** 


29. But ye shall not will 
Except as Allah wills— 


The Cherisher of the Worlds. 
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5996. Cf 74:55-56. Allah is the Cherisher of the Worlds, Lord of Grace and Mercy, and His guidance 
is open to all who have the will to profit by it. But that will must be exercised in conformity with Allah's 
Will (verse 29). Such conformity is Islam. Verse 28 points to human free will and responsibility; verse 29 to 
its limitations. Both extremes, vez, ; cast-iron Determination and an idea of chaotic Free Will, are condemned. 
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INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 82—AL INFITAR 


In subject matter this Sirah is cognate to the last, though the best authorities consider 

ita good deal later in chronology in the early Makkan Period. 
a ; 

Its argument is subject to the threefold interpretation mentioned in n. 5982 to 81:13, uz., 
as referring (1) to the final Day of Judgement, (2) to the Lesser Judgement, on an individual's 
death, and (3) to the awakening of the Inner Light in the soul at any time, that being considered 
as Death to the Falsities of this life and a Rebirth to the true spiritual Reality. 


C. 262.— How fixed is the order holding together 

(82:1-19.). This material universe above and below us? 
Yet it must give way before the vast 
Unfathomed Truth in which man will see 
His past and his future in true perspective. 
To Allah he owes his life and all 
Its blessings: will he not see 
That the Future depends on Right and_ Justice? 
Righteousness must come to its own, 
And so must Discord and Rebellion, 
The Day must come when Discord 
Must finally cease, and the Peace of Allah 
And His Command are all-in-all. 
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Sirah 82. 
Al Infitar (The Cleaving Asunder) EES = QTL 
In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious, LONG 3 y 
Most Merctful. A 
1, hen®**? the Sky AER eae 
gat asunder;**** Fi beislSLEHN3) © 
2. When the Stars , / bint ten (Cal He 
Are scattered;*** SALI STIG >} 
8. When the Oceans r ; : scot ne 
Are suffered to burst forth;*°? » ard SeSII3 
4. And when the Graves othe Bete mL 
Are turned upside down — *! She yyill ld 0) 
5. (Then) shall each soul know Bute -e2,c wero -- P® 
What it hath sent forward*° Sal) bs ti Cle 0: 


And (what it hath) kept back. 





5997, Cf. the passage 81:1-14 and notes. For the three parallel interpretations, see the Introduction to 
this Sirah. There are four conditional clauses here, and the substantive clause is in verse 5. In S. 81. there 
were 12 conditional clauses, and the conclusion was similar, but not expressed in precisely the same terms. 
See 72:5, n. 6002 below. The physical world as we see it now will be destroyed before the final Day of Judgement. 
establishing the true spiritual Reality. In the following four clauses we have a reference to the Lesser Judgement, 
the individual dawn of the true Reality at Death. (R). 


5998. Cf 73:18, n. 5869. The beautiful blue sky overhead, which we take for granted in sunshine and 
storm, will be shattered to pieces before the New World is established. The partition which seems at present 
to divide things divine from the phenomenal world has to be shattered before each soul knows the reality about 
itself. (R). 


5999. Cf 81:2, where the word for “stars” (Nuyiim) is different, and the verb is different. Naym has reference 
to brightness, and the verb “losing their lustre” was appropriate there, to show the opposite. Kawhad (used 
here) has more the meaning of a star as fixed in a constellation; and the opposite of a fixed and definite 
order is "scattered", the verb used here. In fact, throughout this passage, the dominating idea is the disturbance 
of order and symmetry. The metaphor behind the scattering of the constellations is that in the present order 
of things we see many things associated together, ¢g., rank with honour, wealth with comfort, etc, In the 
New World this will be seen to have been merely fortuitous, (R). 


6000. Cf 81:6, “when the oceans boil over with a swell". Here, “are suffered to burst forth’ expresses 
the end of the present order of things. This may be in two ways: (1) The barrier, which keeps within their 
respective bounds the various streams of salt and fresh water (55:20, n. 5185), will be removed; (2) the Ocean 
will overwhelm the whole Globe. (R). 


6001. This item is not mentioned in 81:1-14. Here it is introduced to show that the whole order of things 
will be so reversed that even Death will not be Death. We think there is tranquillity in Death, but there will 
be no tranquillity. Literally, and figuratively, Death will be the beginning of a new Life. What we think to 
be Death will bring forth Life. 


6002. Sent Forward and kept back: may mean: the deeds of commission and omission in this life. Or 
the Arabic words may also be translated: sent forward and left behind: i.¢,, the spiritual possibilities which 
it sent forward for its other life, and the physical things on which it prided itself in this life, but which it 
had to leave behind in this life. Or else, the things it put first and che things it put last in importance may 
change places in the new world of Reality, “The first shall be last and the last shall be first’’ 
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6. ! what has a Feree ASC eer, AG 
Spent bs pM AUESICE © 
Thy Lord Most Beneficient?— 


7. Him Who created thee, 
Fashioned thee in due 
proportion, °° 
And gave thee a just bias;** 
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8. In whatever Form He wills, 
Does He put thee together. 


9, Play! but ye do 2 
ject Right and Judgement!** ne 


10. But verily over you 6 feel oh ALG 
(Are appointed angels)*°” Gnas SSIS GD 
To protect you— 


ll. Kind and honourable — 
Writing down (your deeds): 


sb ts 


12. They know (and understand) 


Sleds Silas Cop 


All that ye do. 
18, for the Righteous, Ni 
hey will be in Bliss; pedir 1 & 
14. And the Wicked — 


They will be in the Fire, 





6003. Cf 15:29. Allah not only created man, 0 SiON ESRI INR oA NOL gh, > a SIN | 
capacities, and the means wherewith he can fulfil his high destiny. 


6004. See n. 834 to 6:1. Having given a limited free will, He gave us a just bias through our reason and 
our spiritual faculties» If we err, it is our will that is at fault. 


6005. (Cf 7:11). By “Form” (Sirah) here | understand the general shape of things in which any given 
personality is placed, including his physical and social environments, his gifts of mind and spirit, and all that 
goes to make up his outer and inner life. The Grace of Allah is shown in all these things, for His Will is formed 
from perfect knowledge, wisdom, and goodness. 


6006. The goodness and mercies of Allah, and His constant watchful care of all His creatures should 
make men grateful, instead of which they turn away from the Right and deny the Day of Sorting Our. the 
Day when every action performed here will find its fulfilment in just reward or punishment. 


6007. Besides the faculties given to man to guide him, and the Form and Personality through which he 
can rise by stages to the Presence of Allah, there are spiritual agencies around him to help and protect him, 
and to note down his Record, so that perfect justice may be done to him at the end. For these Guardian Angels, 
see 50:17:18, and n. 4954. 


SUrah 82: Al Infigar 1614 ua .GaSR 

15. Which they will enter uateeeecm 
On the Day of Judgement, Ae © 

16. And they will not be pes erie nn 
Able to keep away therefrom. Srl asd 

17. what will explain fon dilate egies 

thee what the Day vill, ye TO! 
Of Judgement is? 

16. Again, what will explain ie 
To thee what the Day — pode sICZ 20) 
Of Judgement a?" 

19, (It will be) the Da Sees 
When no soul shall have MSY ps > 
Power (to do) aught . yet yee = hes 
For another: 

For the Command, that Day, aes re 
Will be (wholly) with Allah. see VI 


#008 | understand thin relacive clause to powern “the Fire” ie, the Punishenent te will be por poned 
ot bong as pomible. to give the Sane every chasce of repentance apd amendment Bed once the peood of 
probanon @ pas, of will be wrerocable, There will be no going back from m. By inference, ihe Roghorow 

may individually peach some wage of Blue at once. posaibly in this lide. possibly after death, though the Final 
Judgement will be the general and compleve cemation of thie feeting world and.she creation of cise world 
of! Kermit, 


#009. We can speak of Rewards and Punimenes, ihe Froid el Actions ihe Resurrecnon ane the Tribunal, 
the Restoration of Trot Values, the Blimination of all Wrong, and a bandred other phrases. They might sere 
to introduer cor minds vaguely oe new World, of which chey comnot possibly form any adequate conception 
under present condidons: The question la repeated im verses 17-18 00 emphasise this difficulty, and a simple 
inert maggeted. ae coplained is the neat moor. i 


G0 The anneer is suggested bry a oegative propesition: “No seul shall have power to do sught for another’ 
This oo full of meaning Personal respons bilicy will be fully enforced. tn thas world we all depend on one anceher 
proumaely thougt owr whimee depeadence @ obeys on Allah sow and forever But bere a father beige 
weon forword oben ood wife oefluence each other's devine herman law and imechtanones may hold lerge 
manes of mankind wader cheir grip: fabehood and evil may seen to flourish for a time, because a certain 
amount of mined tree will has bern granted to man Tha persed will be all ower them The good and the 
pure wil) have been separated from the evil and the rebeiliows, the later will have been rendered wert. and 
tiesforitian will ene Dewmiacigar tanned. chen snnie eis grid A:iniatanplaniapecedanannai Alpini 
Will The Comwmand. thenceforward. will be wholly with Allah. 
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INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 83—AL MUTAFFIFIN 


This Stirah is close in time to the last one and the next one. 


It condemns all fraud—in daily dealings, as well as and especially in matters of Religion 
and higher spiritual Life. 


C. 263.—Shun Fraud in all things: in little 

(83:1-36.) Things of daily life, but specially 
In those subtler forms of higher life, 
Which will be exposed to view. at Judgement, 
However hidden they may be 
In this life. Give everyone his due 
For the Record of ill deeds and good 
Is fully kept, and the stains of sin 
Corrupt the soul. Reject not the Real 
Now, nor mock: for the time will come 
When the True will come to its own, and then 
The mighty arrogant will be abased! 
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Siirah 83. 
Al Mutaffifin (The Dealers in Fraud) Cali =a 
In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, get ‘Si *, 


Most Merciful. - 
1. Hoe to those ET es tae 
That deal in fraud—*" Cabell © 


A Those who, when they ober 7 4,4 2ceAh rs s va ae 
Have to receive by measure O93 Ul SETS Sal 0) 
From men, exact full measure, ; 


8. But when they have eres tes 
To give by measure yee re ros) 101615); : 
Or weight to men, 
Give less than due, 


4. Do they not think <4 tz 92 
That they will be called Op oe LAS Ey & 
To account?—*"* 
5. On a Mighty Day, begs 0) 
. A Day when (all) mankind SOtd Bees 
Will stand before nc Ale eps °: 


The Lord of the Worlds? 


ay! Surely the Record 
f the Wicked is 


oe 4 5 ICSE OD 


(Preserved) in Sijjin." 





6011. “Fraud” must here be taken in a widely general sense. It covers giving short measure or short weight, 
but it covers much more than that. The next two verses make it clear that it is the spirit of imjustice that 
is condemned —giving too little and asking too much, This may be shown in commercial dealings, where a 
man exacts a higher standard in his own favour than he is willing to concede as against him. In domestic 
or social matters an individual or group may ask for honour, or respect, or services which he or they are not 
willing to give on their side in similar circumstances. It is worse than one-sided selfishness: for it is double 
injustice. But it is worst of all in religion or spiricual life: with what face can a man ask for Mercy or Love 
from Allah when he is unwilling to give it to his fellow-men? In one aspect this is a statement of the Golden 
Rule. "Do as you would be done by’. But it is more completely expressed. You must give in full what is due 
from you, whether you expect or wish to receive full consideration from the other side or not. 


6012. Legal and social sanctions against Fraud depend for their efficacy on whether there is a chance 
of being found out. Moral and religious sanctions are of a different kind. ‘Do you wish to degrade your own 
nature?’ "Do you not consider that there is a Day of Account before a Judge Who knows all, and Who safeguards 
all interests, for He is the Lord and Cherisher of the Worlds? Whether other people know anything about 
your wrong or not, you are guilty before Allah.’ 


6018. This is a word from the same root as Sijn, a Prison. It rhymes with and is contrasted with ‘Tiliyin 
in verse 18 below. It is therefore understood by many Commentators to be a place, a Prison or a Dungeon 
in which the Wicked are confined pending their appearance before the Judgement Seat. The mention of the 
Inscribed Register in verse 9 below may imply that Sijjin is the name of the Register of Black Deeds, though 
verse 9 may be elliptical and may only describe the place by the significance of its contents. 
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8. And what will explain 
To thee what Sipjin is? oe Ls SIs TO 
9. (There is) a Register Pho Be 
(Fully) inscribed.** 2 OS ® 
10. Woe, that Day, to those a oo ete 
That deny— cnet ‘ai TC: 
ll. Those that deny | “goers Meee A 
The Day of Judgement.** villeoy Sol Fo: 
12. And none can deny it 23 2h 
But the Transgressor pth Ee BY yn Daag hy QD 
Beyond bounds, 
The Sinner! 
18. When Our Signs are rehearsed a TEARS aehe 
To him, he says, ody (ALG Cat acle 515) aD 


“Tales of the Ancients!''®°!* 


14. 24y no means! 2 Sih> Sn CAB 
ut on their hearts SpaSaigb Sie, oly S20) 
Is the stain of the (ill) 
Which they dol*” 


15. Verily, from (the Light re es - <7 gm 
Of) their Lord, that Day, one ~ Ligy aia S DoF ¢ “pe & 
Will they be veiled.°" 


16. Further, they will enter Sia “4 Hi 
The Fire of Hell. (- 





6014. If we take Sijjm to be the Register itself, and not the place where it is kept, the Register itself is 
a sort of Prison for those who do wrong. It is inscribed fully: £2, no one is omitted who ought to be there, 
and for every entry there is a complete record, so that there is no escape for the sinner (R) 


6015. The fact of Personal Responsibility for each soul is so undoubted that people who deny it are to 
be pitied, and will indeed be in a most pitiable condition on the Day of Reckoning, and none but the most 
abandoned sinner can deny it, and he only denies it by playing with Falsehoods. 


6016. Cf 6:25; 68:15; etc, They scorn Truth and pretend that it is Falsehood. 


6017. The heart of a man, as created by Allah, is pure and unsullied. Every time that a man does an 
ill deed, it marks @ stain or rust on his heart. But on repentance and forgiveness, such stain is washed off. 
If there is no repentance and forgiveness, the stains deepen and spread more and more, until the heart is 
sealed (2:7), amd eventually the man dies a spiritual death. It is such stains that stand in the way of his perceiving 
Truths which are obvious to others. Thar is why he mocks at Truth and hugs Falsehood to his bosom. 


6018. The stain of evil deeds on their hearts sullies the mirror of their hearts, so that it does not receive 
the light. At Judgement the true Light, the Glory of the Lord, the joy of the Righteous, will be hidden by 
veils from the eyes of the Sinful. Instead, the Fire of Punishment will be to them the only reality which they 
will perceive. 
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7. Further, 1 will be said amez rh Reese Ace? 
To ther: “This is sits es 20 
The (reality) which. ye 
Rejected as false! 


18. Nay, verily the Record = 
f the Righteous is z Ak ANCE 
(Preserved) in: ‘Jilrym."" 


aan ie Set Eis © 
2 noes S52 O) 
* Feta conan “SANE O 
Swe is PEBiAl, © 
i ey scrote SPINE 
(Of all things): 
a em sella paSe 
The bearning brightness of Bliss. 3 
 PNhue wiles trsini 





6O)9. Tiiyens the oblique fom of the nominative Wirdin, which occur in the next verse Tt ia in contrast 
to the Sagin which occurs in verse 7 above, where seem. 6013. Literally, it means the ‘High Places, but i: 
is probably not the same atthe “Height! (Ara) mentioned in 746. Nor necd we necessarily identify li with 
the “deellings on high” (geerwitt! mendomed in 34:57, Applying the reasoning parallel co that which we applied 
wo digen, we may interpret it as the Place tshena- be hopt.en Regier of the Righteous. 


6020, nA BE TR pi 6ol4, Finishes thnaistes leiplithaepeesdie hed. that of 
the Righteous It contain every Sevall:ol. the. Righonoas. (Rl: 


cra | See 56:1, m. BERT, also-n; BEES, Teas Naseem dieshindlaniaaiedsaneva Riatssekianeel 
ofan it may abo be rendered. chey will be presen at the Becord, aod watch thi Record. Metapborically, 
the hightes spiritual dignitaries are always helping and assisting at the paling up of the good record of every 
soul that strives for good, however humble in rank chat soul may be. 


BOE2, CF Ago, 


ngs, Cf 75:22, and Tai, . 

S034, ‘Tie Mien. sili denenl dhesinieicetieiciag nied flareotas, soo pemcioes tient: it:wilh bee pentected: wich: 
teal, and (he seal iteelf will be of the costly material of musk, which is moat highly eeremed in the Eau for 
io perfume. Perhaps a beter iaerpretation of che “seal iio takeit aa omplyping the Mnal effect of che arink: 
joe 23.0 ora) close a document,so the sealol the drink-will be ea igre iat 


favour of musk, heightening the enjoyment and helping in the digestion, (Rj. 
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26. The seal thereof will be ee 
Musk: and for this Ohare G)) 
Let those aspire, s PIgSS 4 07 Nw Ff Le 
Who have aspirations: Spent) | sls alls 5s 

27. With it will be (given) 2 Mim yo 
A mixture of Tasnim:*** pit delay 

28..A spring, from (the waters) SCO > woe 
Whereof drink DANG 
Those Nearest to Allah. 

29. Those in sin used M4 AMD 
To laugh at those ° Os 
Who believed, IO FAI (1 

30. And whenever they passed x Beyer, thee 
By them, used to wink Salt els ali] OD 


At each other (in mockery); 


31. And when they returned - m~tP42 ee 9h 4 eee 
To their own people, Sng list plal gy Pasi) 5 
They would return jesting; 

$2. And whenever they saw them, 2 tet eth OS he od fer, 
They would say, “Behold! ENS Meas aha. 
These are the people 
Truly astray!"*°?? 

33. But they had not been ot Ot Ktk Aree 
Sent as Keepers over them!**** cna erelpLesils 





6025. If you understand true and lasting values, this is the kind of pure Bliss to aspire for, and not the 
fleeting enjoyments of this world, which always leave a sting behind. 


6026. Tasnim literally indicates height, fulness, opulence. Here it is the name of a heavenly Fountain, 
whose drink is superior to that of the Purest Wine, It is the nectar drunk by Those Nearest to Allah (n, 5227 
to 56:11), the highest in spiritual dignity; but a flavour of it will be given to all. according to their spiritual 
capacity. See n. 5855 to 76:5 (K&@fur fountain), and n. 5849 to 76;17-28 (Salsadil), (R) 


6027. The wicked laugh at the righteous in this world in many ways. (1) They inwardly laugh at their 
Faith, because they feel themselves so superior. (2) In public places, when the righteous pass, they wink at 
each other and insult them. (5) In their own houses they run them down. (4) Whenever and wherever they 
see them, they reproach them with being fools who have lost their way, when the boot is really on the other 
leg. In the Hereafter all these tricks and falsehoods will be shown for what they are, and the tables will be reversed. 


6028. But the wicked critics of the Righteous have no call in any case to sit in judgement over thern. 
Who set them as Keepers or guardians over the Righteous? Let thern look to their own condition and furure first. 
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34. But on this Day o- ett- CAVE Beree 
The Believers will laugh 2 NST Sileb 
At the Unbelievers:*** 

35. On Thrones (of Dignity) ratte 
They will command (a sight) isle Abi Y ide ® 
(Of all things).*°*° 

$6. Have not the Unbelievers 6 Aesth s25 Kitz Aer 
Been paid back Sse SOE USSTCS Lb OD 


For what they did? 


6029. The tables will then be reversed, and he laughs best who laughs last. 


6030. A repetition of verse 23 above, but with a different shade of meaning. The Righteous on their 
Thrones of Dignity will be able to see all the true values restored in their own favour: but they will also see 
something else: ota Toc agit sonogram et aN ee aR: 
by their own actions, 
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~ INTRODUCTION TO SURAH 84—AL JNSHIQAQ 


i this Stirah is closely connected with the last one, In subject matter it resembles 
more S, 82 and 81, with which it may be compared. 


The Sirah, which opens with a mention of some cataclysmic events, shows that the present 
phenomenal order will not last, and Allah's full Judgement will certainly be established; man should 
therefore strive for that World of Eternity and True Values. (R). 


C. 264.— All mysteries, fair or shrouded in gloom, 
(84:1-25.) Will vanish when the full Reality 

Stands revealed. If this Life is but Painful 
Toil, there's the Hope of the Meeting with the Lord! 
That will be Bliss indeed for the Righteous, 
But woe to the arrogant dealers in sin! 
Like the sunset Glow or the shades of Night, 
Or the Moon's ever-changing light, man’s life 
Never rests here below, but travels ever onwards 
Stage by stage. Grasp then Allah's Message 
And reach the Heights, to reap a Reward 
That will never fail through all eternity! 
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Strah 84. 
Al Inshiqaq (The Rending Asunder) | Bevis wsdl 
In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, igs A 

Most Merciful. ONES SIA , 

_t When the Sky is SSW i\s\ 
Rent asunder, *°" ctslele! lls \ 

2. And hearkens to%*? ote ee ons 
(The Command of) its Lord = Cae cish O 
And it must needs 
(Do so)— 

3. And when the Earth 24d BR re ‘0: 
Is flattened out,**? ) ene elie) 

4. And casts forth ; a a eT eR 
What is within it CALA O 
And becomes (clean) empty, 

5. And hearkens to%** 2 Eb e ror, 27 40 iy 
(The Command of) its Lord— cat ghe Jcisly ey) 
And it must needs 
(Do so)—(then will come 
Home the full Reality).6°** 

6. ® thou man! HniGke@ 
Verily thou art ever + alt hel: 





6031. The passing away of this world of sense to make way for a new World of Reality is here indicated 
by two Facts, which are themselves Symbols for a complete revolution in our whole knowledge and experience. 
At the beginning of S. 82 and S. 81, other Symbols were used, to lead up to the arguments there advanced. 
Here the Symbols are: (1) the Sky being rent asunder and giving up its secrets, and (2) the Earth being flattened 
out from the globe it is, and giving up its secrets (Cf 25:25 and 50:44), See the following notes. 


6082. We may think that the heavens we see above us—high and sacred, seemingly vast and limitless, 
eternal and timeless—are not created matter. But they are. And they remain just so long as Allah wills it 
so, and not a moment longer As soon as His Command issues for their dissolution, they will obey and vanish, 
and all their mystery will be emptied out. And itemust necessarily be so; their very nature as created beings 
requires that they must hearken to the voice of their Creator, even to the extent of their own extinction. 


6033. The Earth is a globe, enclosing within it many secrets and mysteries— gold and diamonds in its 
mines, heat and magnetic forces in its entrails, and the bodies of countless generations of men buried within 
ics soil. At its dissolution all these contents will be disgorged: it will lose its shape as a globe, and cease to exist. 

A more mystic meaning lies behind the ordinary meaning of the vanishing of the heavens and the earth 
as we see them. Our ideas of them —their subjective contents with reference to ourselves will also lose all shape 
and form and vanish before the eternal verities. 


6054. See n. 6052. We think the earth so solid and real. All our perishable things dissolve into the earth. 
But the earth itself will dissolve into a truer Reality. 


6085. The substantive clause, to follow the two conditional clauses preceding, may be filled up from the 
suggestion contained in 82:5. 
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Toiling on towards thy Lord —**** Piatt o7% BS 
Painfully toiling—but thou sare SH5 Weis 
Shalt meet Him. 













7. Then he who is given 
His Record in his 
Right hand,*°*” 


Arwen OPESEN AAT O 


8. Soon will his account Scare 
Be taken by an easy reckoning, Maablind Cnleroyus 0: 


9. And he will turn 
To his people,**"* rejoicing! 


bypcaalala] Cli» 
10. But he who is given Sey ose 
His Record behind his back—** sp bdhyraSOghinlaly > 


ll. Soon will he cry [Awe sacs 
For Perdition,*** alias a ed °O) 
12. And he will enter 74 0rr 
A Blazing Fire. Vpn Shy &> 
18. Truly, did he go about 


i Ser 
Among his people, rejoicing!" ynacab cakes] OD 
14. Truly, did he think 


That he would not Dolobral 1G 


6056. This life is ever full of toil and misery, if looked at as empty of the Eternal Hope which Revelation 
gives us. Hence the literature of pessimism in poetry and philosophy, which thinking minds have poured forth 
in all ages, when that Hope was obscured to them. “Our sweetest songs are those that tell of saddest thought.” 
“To each his suffering; all are men condemned alike to groan!” It is the noblest men that have to “scorn delights 
and live laborious days” in this life. The good suffer on account of their very goodness: the evil on account 
of their Evil. But the balance will be set right in the end, Those that wept shall be made co rejoice, and those 
that went about thoughtlessly rejoicing, shall be made to weep for their folly. They will all go to their account 
with Allah and meet Him before His Throne of Judgement. 


6037. Right Hand: Cf 17:71. These will be the fortunate ones, who spent their lives.in goodness and 
truth: for them the account will be made easy; for even after the balancing, they will receive more than their 
merits deserve, on account of the infinite grace and mercy of Allah. 


6058. His people: should be understood in a large sense, including all righteous persons of his category, 
(including of course all those nearest and dearest to him), who are spiritually of his family, whether before 
him or after him in time. 

6039. In 69:24, the wicked are given the Record in their left hand. But their hands will not be free. 
Sin will have tied their hands behind their back: and thus they can only receive their Records in their left 
hand, behind their back, 

6040. The wicked will cry for death and annihilation; but they will neither live nor die; 20:74. 


6041, The tables are now turned. His self-complacence and self-conceit in his lower life will now: give 
place to weeping and gnashing of teeth! Cf n. 6036 above 
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[60ez 737 

Have to return (to Us) iA 
15. Nay, nay! for his Lord 

Was (ever) watchful of him! Vets S6ra25 ik @ 
16. So I do call* <4 {2 A 

To witness the ruddy glow BIL ye 

Of Sunset;*°** 
17. The Night and its Homing;*** Vaeusle y LEO 
18. And the Moon AOR 

In her Fulness:*** ras peir (5 
19. Ye shall surely travel Orel be “ Yat 

From stage to stage.*°*’ oe ELEA® 
20. What then is the matter OO nip leds ogg i72 

With them, that they HEN AGO 


Believe not?—*** 





6042. Most of the Evil in this world is due to the false idea that man is irresponsible, or to a mad and 
thoughtless indulgence of self. Man is not irresponsible. He is responsible for every deed, word, and thought 
of his, to his Maker, to Whom he has to return, to give an account of himself, To remember this and act 
accordingly is to achieve salvation; to forget or flout that responsibility is to get into the Fire of self-deception 
and misery. 


6043. The same form of adjuration as in 69:37. The substantive statement is in verse 19 below: “Ye shall 
surely travel] from stage to stage Nothing in this life is fixed, or will last. Three chings are mentioned which 
on the one hand have remained from age to age for as far back as the memory of man can go, and yet each 
of them is but a short phase, gone as it were in the twinkling of an cye. See the following notes: So our life 
here is but a fleeting show, Its completion is to be looked for elsewhere. 


6044. (1) The sun seems such a great reality that people worshipped it as a divinity. The beautiful glow 
it leaves when it sets is but momentary: it changes every moment and vanishes with the twilight. 


6045. (2) The Night tya'phaemsenilt you tet daring slebos:halfof every tiebopfoG? hours in criti 
latitudes. At nightfall, all the wandering flocks and herds come home. The men scattered abroad for their 
livelihood return home to rest and sleep, The Night collects them in their homes, and yet this phase of Homing 
lasts but a little while. Presently all is silent and still. So will it be with our souls when this life is ended with 
our death. We shall be collected in a newer and larger Homing. 


6046, (3) The astronomical Full Moon does not last a moment, The moment the moon is full, she begins 
to decline, and the moment she is in her “inter-lunar swoon”, she begins her career anew as a growing New 
Moon. So is man’s life here below, It is not fixed or permanent, either in its physical phases, or even more 
strikingly, in its finer phases, intellectual, emotional, or spiritual. 

6047. Man travels and ascends stage by stage. In 67:3 the same word in the form t1ba@ga was used of the 


heavens, as if they were in layers one above another. Man's spiritual life may similarly be compared to.an 
ascent from one heaven to another. 


6048, Considering man’s high destiny, and the fact that this life is but a stage or a sojourn for him; & 
might be expected that he would eagerly embrace every opportunity of welcoming Allah's Revelation and 
ascending by Faith to heights of spiritual wisdom. There is something wrong with his will if he does not do 
so. Notice the transition from the second person in verse 19, where there is a direct appeal to Allah's votaries, 
to the third person in verses 20-21, where men who are rebels against Allah's Kingdom are ae 
they were alien. 
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21. And when the Qur'an CBee de BM fen be A 
Is read to them, they Op seed Yo\e58) |p pile és 15} &D sue 
Fall not prostrate, *** 

22. But on the contrary StS 
The Unbelievers reject (it). SSA SOME OD 

23. But Allah has full Knowledge ae ee Poem 
Of what they secrete Dyeylydle 2515 ee 
(In their breasts). 

‘ 

24. So announce to them { <7 seer 
A Penalty Grievous, pil ahi op 

25. Except to those who believe th setseee 404 
And work righteous deeds: Isle yi yale ZY] 

For them is a Reward porary G.% 0 55 -\.3"% 
That will never fail. opens pl howl 


6049. Prostrate: out of respect and humble gratitude to Allah. 


6050. Cf 41:8. 


Intro, to Stirah §5 1626 pelephihas 


" INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY TO SURAH-8$—aL BURU} 
This @ one of the earlier Makkan Siirahs, chronologically cognar with §. 91. The suber 


mascer lathe pemecation of ABchis votaries. Allah watches over Elgin Wed seiR deo) wich the 
enemies of Truth a He-deslt with them in the past : 


C. 265, —Woe to those who persecute Truth! 

Grae Ly ae eins wend Sgeigniatl wal A 
ni lira Being 33 pei sah tlh 2°) 
And a clear Record will witness against them, . 
Are they cruel to men because of their Faith? 
lage tlecictbeenins ‘Arbors arertn veg sre 
For Allah is strong, and will mbdue 9 0) 

ibe The mightiest foes, Be warned, oan Wate ,4 
Bromn He gescious Maeda, penerved:chauagh alt sak! 


af 
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Sirah 85,5 
Al Buraj (The Constellations) Bilis slit 
In the name of Allah, Most Gractous, aaytsey at ; 
Most Merciful. SS | 
1. By the s | 601 se saa: 
te ta adiosial o 
23 the promised Da Ser eRe 
(Ot Judgement):#® ; rnipyaln «> 


3. By one that witnesses, : Beer ae 
And the subject of the poraagalts © 


witness — *°54 


4, Woe to the makers 


AA cig 
Of the pit (of fire),** | DIde Laiju© 
5. Fire supplied (abundantly) . ernen arse 
wattety oc F wILEb © 





6051. Here is am appeal to three symbols in verses 1-5, and the substantive propositionris in verses 4-8, 
a denunciation of wicked persecutors of the votaries of Allah, persecutors who burnt righteous men for their 
Faith. The three Sym bols are: (1) the Glorious Sky, with the broad belt of the Constellations marking the twelve 
Signs of the Zodiat, (2) the Day of Judgement, when all evil will be punished; and (5) certain Persons that 
will be witnesses, and certain Persons or things that will be the subjects of the witness. See the notes following 


6052. See nm. 1950 to 15:16. The Stars of the Zodiac as well as of other Constellations are like the eyes 
of the Night) It may be that crimes are committed in the darkness of night (literally or metaphorically). But 
countless eyes (metaphorically) are watching all the time, and every author of evil will be brought to book 


6053. The Day of Judgement, when the Sinner will have to give an accaunt of every deed, open or hidden, 
is not merely a matter of speculation. It is definitely promised in revelation, and will inevitably come to pass. 
Woe then to the Sinners for their crimes, 


6054. The literal meaning is clear, but its metaphorical application has been explained in a variety of 
ways by different Commentators. The words are fairly comprehensive, and should, I think, be understood 
in connection with Judgement. There the Witnesses may be: (1) the Prophets (3:81); Allah Himself (5:81, and 
10:63); the Recording Angels (50:21); the Sinner’s own misused limbs (24:24); his record of deeds (17:14); or 
the Sinner himself (17:14). The subject of the witness may be the deed or crime, or the Sinner against whom 
the testimony cries ous. The appeal to these things means that the Sinner cannot possibly escape the consequences 
of his crime. He should repent, seek Allah's Mercy, and amend his life 


6055... Who were the makers of the pit of fire in which they burnt people for their Faith? The words are 
perfectly general, and we need not search for particular names, except by way of illustration. In ancient history, 
and in Mediaeval Europe, many lives were sacrificed at the stake because the victims did not conform to the 
established religion. In Arab tradition there’ is the story of Abraham: Nimriid tries to burn him to death, 
but on account of Abraham's Faith, the fire became “a means of safety for Abraham”: 21:69, and n. 2725. 
Another case cited is that of Dhu Nuwas, the last Himyarite King of Yemen, by religion a Jew, who persecuted 
the Christians of Najriin and is said to have burnt chem to death. He seems to have lived in the latter half 
of the sixth Christian century, in the generation immediately preceding the Prophet's birth in 570 A.D. While 
the words are perfectly general, a reference is suggested to the persecution to which the early Muslims were 
subjected by the Pagan Quraysh. Among other cruelties, they were stripped, and their skins were exposed 
to the burning rays of the Arabian summer sun. (R), 
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6056. The persecutors sat calmly to gloat over the agonies of their victims in the well-fed fire. 


6057. It is suggested that the persecutors will richly deserve to be punished in the Fire of Hell. That 
Punishment will be far more real and lasting than the undeserved cruelty which they inflicted on men for 
their Faith in the One True God, 


6058. The “Penalty of the Burning Fire” has been mentioned. here in addition to the ‘Penalty of Hell’. 
This assumes a special significance in the background of the cruel burning of the Faithful by the ‘makers 
of the pit’. These-criminals would be duly retributed by being subjected to a similar kind of suffering that 
they had caused their innocent victims. [Eds.]. 

6059, Cf 5:119 and 9:72, 


6060. Cf 5:119, n. 835, 
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6061. For the various words for “Creation” and the ideas implied in them, see n. 120 to 2:117. 


6062. Allah's Will is itself the Word and the Deed. There is no interval between them. He does not change 
His mind. No circumstances whatever can come between His Will and the execution thereof. Such are His 
Power and His Glory. Compare it with that of men, described in the next two verses. 


6065. In contrast to the real, all-embracing, and eternal power of Allah, what are the forces of man 
at their best? Two examples are mentioned. (1) Pharaoh was a proud monarch of a powerful kingdom, with 
resources and organisation, material, moral, and intellectual, as good as any in the world. When he pitted 
himself against Allah's Prophet, he and his forces were destroyed. See 79:15-26, (2) The Thamiid were great 
builders, and had a high standard of material civilisation. But they defied the law of Allah and perished. 
See 7:75-79, and n. 1043. 


6064. In spite of the great examples of the pas, by which human might and skill were shown to have 
availed nothing when the law of Allah was broken, the unbelievers persist (in all ages) in defying that law. 
But Allah will know how to deal with them. 


6065, Allah encompames everything. But the wicked will find themselves defeated not only in conditions 
that they foresee, but from all sorts of unexpected directions, perhaps from behind them, «.¢., from the very 
people or circumstances which in their blindness they despised or thought of as helping them, 
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6066. Insenbed mm a Table Preserved, t.¢., Allah's Message is not ephemeral. It is eternal. The “Tablet” 
is “preserved” or guarded from corruption: 15:9: rege elgomer genetic That Message is 
the “Mother of the book’s see a. $47 to°3-7. (R). 
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INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY TO SURAH 86—AL TARIQ 


This Sirah also belongs to the early Makkan period, perhaps not far removed from the 
last Sirah. 


Its Subject matter is the protection afforded to every soul in the darkest period of its spiritual 
history. The physical nature of man may be insignificant, but the soul given to him by Allah must 
win a glorious Future in the end. 


C. 266.—Through the darkest night comes the penetrating light 
(86:1-17.) Of a glorious Star. Such is the power 
Of Revelation: it protects and guides the erring. 
For what is man? But a creature of flesh 
And bones! But Allah by His Power doth raise 
Man's state to a Life Beyond! —when lo! 
All things hidden will be made plain. 
Man's help will then be but the Word 
Of Allah, which none can thwart. So wait 
With gentle patience —for His Decision. 


1632 at xl 
Sirah 86. 
Al Tariq (The Night Star) RM i UBS SANT 


In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, teat ¢ 7 
Most Merciful. xeio\S__— 


1. By the Sky’ 7 | abt los 'o! 


nd the Night-Visitant** 


(Therein) — 

ont itl TC 
Ee sialon net seat 
i anne i EE ESTO 
* Sete aa Siteeoesen SOT ES O 
* Seo PO 
™ tuo badpamandane ae pnb Linh O 





6067. The appeal here is to a single mystic Symbol, vsz,- the Sky with its Night Visitant: and the substantive 
proposition is in verse 4; “There is no soul but has a protector over it”, In the last Sdrah we considered the 
persecution of Allah's votaries, and how Allah protects them, Here the same theme is presented in another 
aspect. In the darkest sky shines out most brilliantly the light of the most brilliant star. So in the night of 
spiritual darkness — whether throught ignorance of distress — shines the glorius star of Allah's revelation. 
By the same token the man of Faith and Truth has nothing to fear Allah will protect His own. 


6068. This is explained in verse 3 below, The “Star of piercing brightness” is understood by some to be 
the Morning Star, by others to be the planet Saturn, by others again to be Sirius, or the Pleiades or shooting 
stars. I think it is best to take “Star” in the collective or generic sense, for stars shine on every night in 
the year, and their piercing brightness is most noticeable on the darkest night. 


6069. If man has a true spiritual understanding, he has nothing to be afraid of. He is protected by Allah 
in many ways that he does not even know. He may be an insignificant creature as a mere animal, but his 
soul raises him to a dignity above other creation. And all sorts of divine forces guard and protect him. 


6070. See n. 5832-to 76:2. See also last note. 


6071. A man's seed is the quintessence of his body. It is therefore said metaphorically to proceed from 
his loins, te, from his back between the hipbones and his ribs. His backbone is the source and symbol! of 
his strength and personality. In his spinal cord and in the brain is the directive energy of the central nervous 
system, and this directs all action, organic and psychic. The spinal cord is continuous with the Medulla Oblongata 
in the brain. 
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6072, The Creator who can mingle the forces of psychic and physical muscular action in the creation 
of man, as explained in the last note, can surely give a new life after physical death here, and restore man’s 
personality in the new world that will open out in the Hereafter. 


6078. In that new world, all our actions, motives, thoughts, and imaginings of this life, however secret, 
will be brought into the open, and tested by the standards of absolute Truth, and not by false standards of 
custom, prejudice, or partiality. In that severe test, any adventitious advantages of this life will have no strength 
or force whatever, and cannot help in any way. 


6074. The Firmament above is always the same, and yet it performs its diurnal round, smoothly and 
punctually. So does Allah's Revelation show forth the Truth, which like a circle is ever true to its centre — which 
is ever the same, though it revolves through the changing circumstances of our present life. 

6075. The earth seems hard, but springs can gush forth and vegetables sprout through it and make it 
green and soft. So is Truth: hard perhaps to mortals, but through the fertilising agency of Revelation, it allows 
our inner personality to sprout and blossom forth. 


6076. See the last two notes, Revelation —Allah’s Truth — can pierce through the hardest crusts, and ever 
lead us back to the centre and goal of our spiritual life: for it separates Good from Evil definitely. It is not 
mere play or amusement, any more than the Sky or the Earth is It helps us in the highest issues of our life. 


6077, Though Allah in His Mercy has provided a piercing light to penetrate our spiricual darkness, and 
made our beings responsive to the growth of spiritual understanding, just as the hard earth is responsive to 
the sprouting of a seed or the gushing of a stream, yet there are evil, unregenerate men who plot and scheme 
against the beneficent purpose of Allah. But their plots will be of no avail, and Allah's Purpose will prevail. 
It happened so with the Quraysh who wanted to thwart the growth of Islam. It will be so in all ages, 
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6078. Makara is applied both tw plotting with an evil purpose and planning with a good purpose. C/ 
3:54, and n. “And the unbelievers ploted and planned. and Allah too planned, and the best of planners is Allah” 


6079. Gentle forbearance with Evil shows our trust in Allah and Allah's Plan: for it can never be frustrated. 
This does not mean that we should assist or compromise with evil, or fail to put it down where we have the 
power. It means patience and humility where we have no visible power to prevent Evil. 
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INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY TO SURAH 87—AL A'LA 


This is one of the earliest of the Makkan Siirahs, being usually placed eighth in chronological 
order, and immediately after S. 81. 


The argument is that Allah has made man capable of progress by ordered steps, and by 
His Revelation will lead him still higher to purification and perfection. 


C. 267.— Wonderful are the ways of Allah 
(87:1-19.) In creation, and the love with which 
He guides His creatures’ destinies, 
Gives them the means by which to strive 
For maturity by ordered steps, and reach 
The end most fitted for their natures. 
His Law is just and casy, and His Grace 
Is ever ready to help: let us look 
To the Eternal Goal, with hearts and souls 
Of Purity, and glorify His name: 
For in this changing, fleeting world, 
His Word is always true, and will remain, 
Through all the ages, ever the same. 
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6080, The word “Lord” by ieself is an inadequate rendering here for Rabb. For it implies cherishing, 
guarding from harm, sustaining, granting all the means and opportunities of development. See nm. 20 to 1:2 
For shortness, perhaps “Guardian-Lord” will be sufficient in the Text. 


6081. The avery of Creation is wonderful and continuous, There are several procemes which we contemplate 
in glorifying Allah's name. First, He brings us into being. Secondly, He endows us with forme and faculues 
exactly suited to what is.expected of us. and tw the environmens in which our life will be cast, giving to everything 
due order and proportion 


6082. Thirdly, He has ordained laws and decrees, by which we cam develop ourselves and fil ourselves 
into His whole scheme of evolution for all His Creation. He has measured exactly the needs of all, and given 
us inetinets and physical and peychic predispositions which fit into His decrees. Fourthly, He gives us guidance, 
ao that we are not the sport of mechanical laws, Our reason and our will are exercised, that we may reach 
the higher destiny of man. 


6085. Fifthly, after maturity comes décay. But even in that decay, as when green pasture torn to stubble, 
we subserve other ends, [neofar as we are animals, we share these processes with other forma of material, Creation, 
animal, vegetable. and even mineral, which all have cheir appointed laws of growth and decay. But man 
higher destiny is referred to in subsequent versed, 


6084. The soul, awit reaches the Light of Allah, makes gradual progress, like a man going from darkness 
into light. So the Quran was revealed by mages. So all revelation from Allah comes by sages, 

As usual, there are two parallel meanings: (1) that connected with the occasion of direct inspiration to 
the Holy Prophet; and (2) the more general Message to mankind for all time. Everyone who understands the 
Message must declare it, in words, and still more, in his conduct 
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6085. The particular occasion was an assurance to the Prophet, that though he was unlettered, the Message 
given to him would be preserved in his heart and in the hearts of men. The more general sense is that mankind, 
having once seized great spiritual truths, will hold fast co them, except as qualified in the following verse. 


6086, There can be no question of this having any reference to the abrogation of any verses of the Qur'an, 
for this Sirah is one of the earliest revealed, being placed about eighth according to the most accepted 
chronological order, While the basic principles of Allah's Law remain the same, its form, expression, and 
application have varied from time to time, ¢g., from Moses to Jesus, and from Jesus to Muhammad. It is 
one of the beneficent mercies of Allah that we should forget some things of the past, lest our minds become 
confused and our development is retarded. Besides, Allah knows what is manifest and what is hidden, and 
His Will and Plan work with supreme wisdom and goodness. 


6087. The path of Islam is simple and easy. It depends on no abstruse mysteries or self-mortifications, 
but on straight and manly conduct in accordance with the laws of man’s nature as implanted in him by Allah 
(30:50). On the other hand, spiritual perfection may be most difficult, for it involves complete surrender on 
our part to Allah in all our affairs, thoughts, and desires: but after that surrender Allah's Grace will make 


our path easy. 


6088. This is not so strong as the Biblical phrase, “Cast not pearls before swine” (Matt. 7:6) The cases 
where admonition does produce spiritual profit and where it does not, are mentioned below in verses 10 and 
11-18 respectively. Allah's Message should be proclaimed to all; but particular and personal admonitions are 
also due to those who attend and in whose hearts is the fear of Allah; in the case of those who run away from 
it and dishonour it, such particular and “a admonition is useless, They are the unfortunate ones who 
prepare their own ruin. 


6089. The Great Fire is the final Penalty or Disaster in the Hereafter, as contrasted with the minor Penalties 
or Disasters from which all evil suffers from within in this very life. 
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OOM). A terrible picture of thowe who ruin their whole futare by evil lives rere below They introduce 
a discord into Creation, while life dhowld be one great universal concord. And their, past clings in them’ as 
part of their own will, They are not even like the dry ewarthy ecubble mentioned in verse 5 above) which grew 
naturally out of the husciows pasture, for they cathe si harmful, in defiance of their own nature, “Nether 
die nar bine"; Cf BO:74. 


600) Proofer in che higher and spirites) sense, attain to Bliss or Salvation: as opposed to “enter the Fine” 


6092. The firs process in godliness is wo cleanse oureives in body, mind. and soul. Then we shall be 
ina fit tate to see and proclaim the Glory of Allah. That beads os to our actual absorpuon in Praise and Prayer 


6005. The law of nighteoumes and godlinew is not a oew law, nor are the vanity and short duration 
ol this world preached here for the firwt time But spiritual truths have io be renewed and reiterated again 
and again, wl 

6084. Mio Beok of Abraham has come down to us But the Old Testament recognise: thar Abraham was 
a prophet (Gen, 20:7, 16:17-19), There law book in Greek, which has been tranalaced by Mr. GH, Box, called 
the Testament of Abraham (published by ihe Society forthe Promotion of Christian Knowledge, Londen, 127), 
fi seem to be « Greek cramalation of a Hebrew original. The Greek Test was probably written in the second 
Christian oontury, im Egypt, bat in ite preern donm it, probably goes back only oo the §ch or bith Genrey 
ft waa pepelaer among the Chnatiana Pechape the Jewish Midrash alto refem to & Testament of Abraham. 


6005. The original Revelacion of Moa, of which the Present Pentaueuch @ a gurviwing recension. Se 
Appendix [1., p. 288-290_ 

The present Gospela do not come under the definition of the “earliest” Books. Nor could they be called 
“Rocks of feeus”: they were written not by him, but about-bim, and dong after his death. 


Intro. to Siirah 88 1639 


INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY TO SURAH 88—AL GHASHIYAH 


This is a late Sirah of the carly Makkan period, perhaps close in date to S. 53. Its subject 
matter is the contrast between the destinies of the Good and the Evil in the Hereafter—on the 
Day when the true balance will be restored: the Signs of Allah even in this life should remind 
us of the Day of Account, for Allah is good and just, and His creation is for a just Purpose. 


C. 268.—Have you heard of that Tremendous Day 
(88:1-26.) When the Good from the Evil will be separated? 


There will be Souls that Day will burn 
And grovel in the blazing Fire of Wrath! 
No Food can fill their Hunger: no Drink, 
Alas, can slake their fierce Thirst! 


There will be Souls that Day will shout 

With Joy to the glory of their Lord! 

Their past Endeavour will now be Achievernent, 
Raised high on Thrones of Dignity they 

Will be Guests at the sumptuous Feast of Bliss. 


Let man but look at his dominion o'er 

The beasts of the field, or his glorious Canopy 
Of stars, or the Eternal Hills that feed 

His streams, or the wide expanse of Mother 
Earth that nurtures him, and he 

Will see the ordered Pian of Allah. 

To Him must he return and give account! 
Let him, then, learn his Lesson and live! 
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6096. Al Gha@shiyah- the thing or event that overshadows or overwhelms, that covers over or makes people 
lose their senses. In 12:107, it is described as the “covering veil of the Wrath of Allah”; where see n. 1790 
The Day of Judgement is indicated, as the Event of overwhelming importance in which all our petty differences 
of this imperfect world are covered over and overwhelmed in a new world of perfect justice and truth. 


6097. Cf. 75:22, 24. 


6098, On the faces of the wicked will appear the hard labour and consequent fatigue of the task they 
will have in battling against che fierce Fire which their own Deeds will have kindled. 


6099. The root meaning implies again the idea of humiliation. It is a plant, bitter and thorny, loathsome 
in smell and appearance, which will neither give fattening nourishment to the body nor in any way satisfy 
the burning pangs of hunger—a fit plant for Hell, like Zaggum (56:52; or 17:60, n. 2250). 


6100. Notice the parallelism in contram, between the fate of the Wicked and that of the Righteous. In 
the one case there was humiliation in their faces; in the other, there is joy; where there was labour and weariness 
in warding off the Fire, there is instead a healthy Seriving, which is itself pleasurable—a Striving which is 
a pleasant consequence of the spiritual Endeavour in the earthly life which may have brought trouble or 
persecution from without, but which brought inward peace and satisfaction. 
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6101, The most important point is their inward state of joy and satisfaction, mentioned in verses 8-9. 
Now are mentioned the outer things of bliss, the chief of which is the Garden. The Garden is in contrast 
to the Fire. Its chief beauty will be that they will hear there nothing unbecoming, or foolish, or vain. It will 
be a Garden on high, in all senses—fit for the best, highest, and noblest. (R). 


6102. Instead of the boiling hot spring (verse 5) there will be a bubbling spring of sparkling water. Instead 
of the grovelling and grumbling in the place of Wrath, there will be Thrones of Dignity, with all the 
accompaniments of a brilliant Assembly. 


6108. In case men neglect the Hereafter as of no account, they are asked to contemplate four things, 
which they can see in everyday life, and which are full of meaning, high design, and the goodness of Allah 
to man. The first mentioned is the domesticated animal, which for Arab countries is par excellence the Camel. 
What a wonderful structure has this Ship of the Desert? He can store water in his stomach for days. He can 
live on dry and thorny desert shrubs. His limbs are adapted to his life. He can carry men and goods. His 
flesh can be eaten, Camel's hair can be used in weaving, And withal, he is so gentle! Who can sing his praises 


enough? 


6104. The second thing they should consider is the noble blue vault high above them —with the sun and 
moon, the stars and planets, and other heavenly bodies. This scene is full of beauty and magnificence, design 
and order, plainness and mystery, And yet we receive our light and warmth from the sun, and what-would 
our physical lives be without these influences that come from such enormous distances? 

6105. From everyday utility and affection in the Camel, to the utility in grandeur in the heavens above 
us, we had two instances touching our individual as well as our social lives. In the third instance, in the Mountains 
we come to the utility to mankind generally in the services the Mountains perform in storing water, in moderating 
climate, and in various other ways which it is the business of Physical Geography to investigate and describe. 
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6106, The fourth and lasinsance given is thai of the Earth as a whole, the babitation of mankind in 
our preeent phase of life, The Earth w a globe, and eet-how mareeilously jt eee wo be spread out bedoer 
wi in plains, valleys; billy, deveres, sean, ctc.| Can man, seeing these things, fai) toute Plan and Purpose 
in bile life, or fail to turn to the great Creator before Whom he will have to give an account after this life is done} 


6107. The Prophet of Allah ip sent to teach and direct: people on the wap He ie motsene oo force che 
will, or to punish them, except insofar as he may receive amchority todo wo. Punishment belongs to Allah 
alene, And Ponthment do cerainin the Heteaiter when true values will be restored, 


Intro. to Sirah 89 1645 


“ INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY TO SURAH 89—AL FAJR 


This is one of the earliest of the Sirahs to be revealed—probably within the first ten in 
chronological order. 


Its mystic meaning is suggested by contrasts — contrasts in nature and in man’s long history. 
Thus does it enforce the lesson of Faith in the Hereafter to “those who understand”. Man's history 
and legendary lore show that greatness does not last and the proudest are brought low. For enforcing 
moral and spiritual truths, the strictest history is no better than legend. Indeed all artistic history 
is legend, for it is written from a special point of view. 


Man is easily cowed by contrasts in his own fortunes, and yet he does not learn from them 
the lesson of forbearance and kindness to others, and the final elevation of goodness in the Hereafter. 
When all the things on which his mind and heart are set on this carth shall be crushed to nothingness, 
he will see the real glory and power, love and beauty, of Allah, for these are the light of the Garden 
of Paradise. 


C. 269.— Man is apt to forget the contrasts 

(89:1-30.) In nature and life, and all that they mean 
In his spiritual growth, Perchance his mind 
Is so absorbed in what he sees, 
That he doubts the vast Realities 
He does not see. The Present makes 
Him blind to the Past and to the Future. 
Fooled by glory, he fears not a fall; 
And baulked in disaster, he gives up Hope 
And sometimes Faith, Let him study 
Nature and History, and restore his Faith: 
Realising the Sure Event, the Hereafter, 
Let him find his fullest fulfilment 
In the service and the good pleasure of Allah! 
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6108. Four striking contrasts are mentioned, to show Allah's Power and Justice, and appeal to “those who 
understand”. The first is the glory and mystery of the Break of Day. It just succeeds the deepest dark of the 
Night, when the first rays of light break through. Few people except those actually in personal touch with 
nature can feel its compelling power. In respect both of beauty and terror, of hope and inspiration, of suddenness 
and continuing increase of light and joy, this “holy time” of night may well stand as the type of spiritual awakening 
from darkness to Faith, from Death to Resurrection. 


6109. By the Ten Nights are usually understood the first ten nights of Dhu al Hijjah, the sacred season 
of Pilgrimage. From the most ancient times Makkah was the centre of Arab pilgrimage. The story of Abraham 
is intimately connected with it; see 2:125-127 and notes, also’n. 217 to 2-197. In times of Paganism various 
superstitions were introduced, which Islam swept away. Islam also ‘purified the rites and ceremonies, giving 
them new meaning. The ten days specially devoted to the Hajj mtroduce a striking contrast in the life of Makkah 
and of the pilgrims. Makkah, from being a quiet secluded city, is then thronged with thousands of pilgrims 
from all parts of the world. They discard their ordinary dress—representing every kind of costume —to the 
simple and ordinary JAram (n.217); they refrain from every kind of fighting and quarrel; they abstain from 
every kind of luxury and self-indulgence; they hold all life sacred, however humble, except in the way of symbolical 
and carefully regulated sacrifice; and they spend their nights in prayer and meditation. 


6110. The contrast between even and odd forms the subject of learned argument among those who deal 
with the mystic properties of numbers. In any case, even and odd follow each other in regular succession: 
each is independent, and yet neither is self-sufficient. In ultimate analysis every even number is a pair of odd 
ones, And all things go in pairs: see 36:56, and n. $981. In the animal world pairs are but two individuals, 
and yet each is a complement of the other. Both abstract and concrete things are often understood in contrast 
with their opposites. Why should we not, in spiritual matters, understand this life better with reference to 
the Hereafter, and why should we disbelieve in the Hereafter simply because we cannot conceive of anything 
different from our present life? 


6111. That is, the last part of the night, just before full daylight. Note the gradations in spiritual awakening, 
and their symbols: first, the curn of the night, when just the first rays of daylight break through; secondly, 
the social and institutional rites of religion, like those during the ten nights of Pilgrimage; thirdly, when the 
usual contrast between the Here and Hereafter vanishes, and we can see heaven even here; and lastly, when 
this world vanishes, the full light of Day arrives, and we see Reality face to face. 


6112. All these mystic Symbols draw our attention, like solemn adjurations in speech, to the profoundes: 
mystery of our inner life, wz, how from utter depths of darkness— ignorance or even degradation —Allah’s 
wonderful Light or Revelation can lead us by contrast into the most beautiful sunshine of a glorious spiritual 
Day. But the contrast suggests also the opposite process as a corollary— how resistance to Allah's light would 
destroy us utterly, converting our greatness or glory to perdition, as happened with the peoples of Arab antiquity, 
the ‘Ad and the Thamad, and the type of the powerful but arrogant and godless monarch, the Pharaoh of 
Egypt. Like a man with a bounded horizon, the average man does not understand these long range mysteries 
of life, and we have need to pray that we may be of “those who understand”, 
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6118. For the ‘Ad see n. 1040 to 7:65. They seem to have possessed an ancient civilisation, which succumbed 
when they persistently broke Allah's law. 


6114. Iram would seem to have been an ancient ‘Ad capital, in southern Arabia. It boasted of lofty 
architecture (“lofty pillars”). Some Commentators understand Iram to be the name of an eponymous hero 
of the ‘Ad, in which case the following line, “with lofty pillars”, should be construed “of lofty stature”. The 
‘Ad were a tall race. 


6115. This tract of southern Arabia was once very prosperous (Arabia Felix) and contains ruins and 
inscriptions. It has always been an object of great interest to the Arabs. In the time of Mu‘awiyah some precious 
stones were found among the ruins in this locality, Quite recently, a bronze lion's head and a bronze piece 
of gutter with a Sabaean inscription, found in Najrin, have been described in the British Museum Quarterly, 
vol. XI, No. 4, Sept. 1987, 


6116, For the Thamiid see n. 1043 to 6:75, Their civilisation shows traces of Egyptian, Syrian, and (later) 
Greek and Roman influences. They built fine temples, tombs, and buildings cut out of the solid rock. The 
cult of the goddess Liar flourished among them. 


6117. For “Lord of Stakes", see 58:12, n. 4160. For Pharaoh's arrogance and his fall, see 20:45, 78-79. 
The three examples given, the ‘Ad, the Thamiid, and Pharaoh, show that neither nations nor individuals, 
however mighty, prosperous, or firmly established they may be, can live if they transgress the Law of Allah. 
The Law of Allah, which is also the law of the higher nature which He has bestowed on us, made them in 
the first place great and glorious: when they fell from it and “heaped mischief on mischief", they were swept away. 
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6118. Even though Allah's punishment is delayed, it is not to be supposed that He does not see all things. 
Allah's providence is ever vigilant: His punishment of evildoers is a form of justice to the weak and the righteous 
whom they oppress. It is part of the signification of His title as Rabb (Cherisher). (R). 


6119. Gontrast with Allah's justice and watchful care, man’s selfishness and pettiness. Allah tries us both 
by prosperity and adversity: in the one we should show humility and kindness; and in the other patience and 
faith. On the contrary, we get puffed up in prosperity and depressed in adversity, putting false values on this 
world's goods, , 


6120. Subsistence, in both the literal and the figurative sense. Allah provides for all, but people complain 
if the provision is measured and restricted to their needs, circumstances, and antecedents, and does not come 
up to their desires or expectations, or is different from that given to people in quite different circumstances, 

6121. Even at our own valuation, if we are favoured with superfluities, do we think of the fatherless children, 


or the struggling poor? On the contrary, too many men are but ready to embezzle the helpless orphan's inheritance, 
and to waste their own substance in worthless riot instead of supplying the people's real needs. 


6122. Kindness and generosity set up standards which even worldly men feel bound to follow out of social 
considerations even if they are not moved by higher motives. But the wicked find plausible excuses for their 
own hardheartedness, and by their evil example choke up the springs of charity and kindness in others (C/ 
69:34 and n. 6282). 


f 


6125. Inheritance is abused in two ways. (1) Guardians and trustees for the inheritance of minors or women 
or persons unable to look after their own interests should fulfil their trusts with even more care than they 
devote to their own interests, Instead of that they selfishly “devour” the property. (2) Persons who inherit property 
in their own rights should remember that in that case, too, it is a sacred trust. They must use it for the purposes, 
objects, and duties which they also inherit. It gives them no licence to live in idleness or waste their days in 
riotous show. 
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6124. Our attention is now called to the Day of Reckoning. Whether we failed to respect the rights of 
the helpless here or actually suppressed those rights in our mad love for the good things of this life, we shall 
have to answer in the realm of Reality. This solid earth, which we imagine to be so real, will crumble to powder 
like dust before the real Presence, manifested in glory (Cf 69:14). 


6125. The Retribution will at last come, and we shall realise it in our inmost being, all the illusions of 
this fleeting world having been swept away. Then we shall remember, and wish, too late, that we had repented. 
Why not repent now? Why not bring forth the fruits of repentance now, as a preparation for the Hereafter? 


6126. “Chastisement” in this verse and the “binding in bonds” in the next verse are two distinct phases 
of the Penalty. “Chastisement” involves pain and agony, such as cannot be imagined anywhere else, or from 
any other source, for it touches our inmost soul and cannot be compared with anything our bodies may suffer 
or others may inflict. “Bonds” imply confinement, want of freedom, the closing of a door which was once 
open but which we deliberately passed by. We see that others accepted in faith and entered that door. This 
shutting out of what might have been is worse than any other bonds or confinement we can imagine, and 
may be worse than actual chastisement. 

6127. The righteous enter into their inheritance and receive their welcome with a title that suggests freedom 
from all pain, sorrow, doubt, struggle, disappointment, passion, and even further desire: at rest, in peace; 
in a state of complete satisfaction. 

In Muslim theology, this stage of the sou! is the final stage. of bliss, The unregenerate buman soul, that 
secks its satisfaction in the lower earthly desires, is the Ammdarah (12:55), The self-reproaching soul that feels 
conscious of sin and resists it is the LaunwGmah (75:2, and n. 5810), 
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G9. The climes of (he whole in) “Enter My Heaven!” Men may have imagined all kinds of heaven belore, 
and many tepes and epmbols are used in the eacred Word beri! But nothing can express the reality ituelf beter 
than "My Heaven — Allah's own Heaven! May ef reach Uf through Allah) grace! (BR) 
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INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY TO SURAH 90—AL BALAD 


This is an early Makkan revelation, and refers to the mystic relation (by divine sanction) 
of the Holy Prophet with the city of Makkah. He was born in that City, which had already been 
sacred for ages before. He was nurtured in that City and had (to use a modern phrase) the freedom 
of that City, belonging, as he did, to the noble family which held the government of its sacred 
precincts in its hands. But he was an orphan, and orphans in his day had a poor time. But his 
mind was turned to things divine. He protested against the prevailing idolatry and sin, and his 
parent City persecuted him and cast him out. He made another City, Yethrib, his own: it became 
the Madinah al Nabi, the City of the Prophet, and it has ever since been called Madinah. We 
can speak of Madinah as the Prophet's child. But the Prophet ever cherished in his heart the 
love of his parent Gity of Makkah, and in the fulness of time was received in triumph there. He 
purified it from all idols and abominations, reestablished the worship of the One True God, overthrew 
the purse-proud selfish autocracy, restored the sway of the righteous (people of the Right Hand), 
the liberty of the slave, and the rights of the poor and downtrodden. What a wonderful career 
centering round a City? It becomes a symbol of the world’s spiritual history. 


C. 270.—The Prophet's own City persecuted him. 
(90:1-20.) Honoured by his nativity, it sought to slay him: 
Yet he loved it and purged it of all that was wrong. 
What toil and struggle did it not involve? 
Man is made for toil and struggle: 
Let him not boast of ease and wealth. 
He will be called to account for all his doings. 
Let him use his God-given faculties, and tread 
The steep path that leads to Heaven's Heights: 
The steps thereto are Love, unselfish Love, 
Given freely to Allah's creatures —all those 
In need—and Faith in Allah, and Patience 
Joined with self-restraint and kindness. 
Thus only can we reach the ranks 
Of the blest Companions of the Right Hand! 
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6150. The appeal to the myutic ties between the Holy Prophet and his parent city of Mabkah has been 
explained in the Intreduction w thi Stvab. tt a sembed of mans own history, Man ie born for toil and 
mruggle. and that Ws the substantive propasiiion in verse 4 below, which this appeal leads up to 


Al Milla an inkabicone, a man with lawful right, «man freed from such obligations as would attach 
to a aitange? to the ony of freeman in a wider eee than the pechndes) senor to which the eord o restricord 
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S133. A parent loves a child ordinarily: the father is proud and the mother, in pie of ber birth pains 
experiences supreme joy when the child la born. Burin abnoreal ciecwmatances there may be 
even haared bereeen parent and child. So Makkah cast out her mas glorious som, but it was only for a ime 
Matta ean sound a heart only her pewer had been qaurped by as ignorant autocad which pamed peay 
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6133. Cf “Man ia bora unto crowbles aa the sparks fly upward" (job, 5:7); “For all his days are sorrows, 
und his wreweil grief (Erchestastes, 7/33). Man's life & fall of sorrow and venation: bud war text hea « different 
thade of teaming man ia bern to ari and airuggle, and if he sullen from hardships, he maa exerche patience, 
for Allah will make bis way smooth fer him (64 7. 945-6). On the other hand ao man should boast of worldly 
peels or soridly prospericy (eee wees 4-7 below). 


61340 See the end of last noo Uf a man hes wealth, influence. of power, he should not behave as if 4 
ia 10 lant fowewrr oF an if tee has no responsibility for his aces and can do what he likes. All his gilts and advaniages 
are given to him for trial, Allah, Who bewawed them on him, can take them away, and will do eo if mon 
fails om hie trial 
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6135. The man who feels no responsibility and thinks that he can do what he likes in life forgets his 
responsibility to Allah. He boasts of his wealth and scatters it about, thinking that he can thus purchase the 
support of the world. For a time he may. But a rude awakening must come soon, for he bases his hopes on 
unsubstantial things. Or if he spends his substance on self-indulgence, he is weakening himself and putting 
himself into snares that must destroy him. 


6136; Allah watches him, and sees all his acts and motives, and all the secret springs of his follies. But 
lest he should think the higher spiritual forces too remote for him, let him look within himself and use the 
faculties which Allah has given him. See the next verses following. 


6157. The eyes give us the faculty of secing, and may be taken in both the literal and the metaphorical 
sense. In the same way the tongue gives us the faculty of tasting in both senses. Along with the lips, it also 
enables us to speak, to ask for information and seek guidance, and to celebrate the praises of Allah. 


6138. The two highways of life are: (1) the steep and difficult path of virtue, which is further described 
in the verses following, and (2) the easy path of vice and the rejection of Allah, referred to in verses 19-20 
below. Allah has given us not only the faculties implied in the eyes, the tongue, and the lips, but also given 
us the judgement by which we can choose our way; and He has sent us Teachers and Guides, with Revelation, 
to show us the right and difficult way, 


6189. In spite of the faculties with which Allah has endowed man and the guidance which He has given 
him, man has been remiss. By no means has he been eager to follow the steep and difficult path which is 
for his own spiricual good. Cf Mate. 7:14: “Strait is the gate. and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, 
and few there be chat find ir” (see also 1:6 and n. 22). 


6140. The difficult path of virtue is defined as the path of charity or unselfish love, and three specific 
instances are given for our understanding: viz. (1) freeing the bondman, (2) feeding the orphan, and (3) feeding 
the indigent down in the dust, As regards the bondman, we are to understand not only a reference to legal 
slavery, but many other kinds of slavery which flourish especially in advanced societies. There is political slavery. 
industrial slavery, and social slavery. There is the slavery of conventions, of ignorance, and of superstition. 
There is slavery to wealth or passions or power: The good man tries to liberate menand women from all kinds 
of slavery, often at great danger to himself. But he begins by first liberating ‘himself. (R). 
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6141. Feed those who need it, both literally and figuratively; but do so especially when there is privation 
or famine, literal or figurative, #.e., when or where the sources of sustenance, physical, moral, or spiritual, 
are cut off. 


6142. All orphans should be fed and helped. But ordinary orphans will come under the indigent in verse 
16 below. The orphans related to us have a special claim on us. They should be near and dear to us, and 
if charity begins at home, they have the first claim on us. 


6148. Persons down in the dust can only be helped from motives of pure charity, because nothing can 
be expected of them —neither praise nor advertisement nor any other advantage to the helper. Such help is 
help indeed. But there may be various degrees, and the help will be suited to the needs. 


6144. Such practical charity and love will be the acid test of Faith and the teaching of all virtues. The 
virtues are summed up under the names of Patience (the Arabic word includes constancy and self-restraint) 
and compassionate kindness. Not only will they be the test by which the sincerity of their Faith will be judged: 
they will be the fruit which their Faith will constantly produce. 


6145. Cf 56:27-40, also n. 5228. They will be those who achieve salvation. 


6146. Cf 56:41-56, also n, 5223. They will be the unfortunate ones enveloped in the Fire of lasting Penalty, 
heaped over them and all round them. 


Intro. to Stirah 91 1653 


INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY TO SURAH 91—AL SHAMS 


This is one of the early Makkan revelations. Beginning with a fine nature passage, and 
leading up to man’s need of realising his spiritual responsibility, it ends with a warning of the 
terrible consequences for those who fear not the Hereafter, 


C. 271.—All nature around us and her pageants, 
(91:1-15.) And the soul of man within, proclaim 

The goodness of Allah. Allah gave the soul 
The power of choice and the sense of Right 
And Wrong. Let man keep it pure and attain 
Salvation —soil it with sin and reach 
Perdition, Inordinate wrongdoing ruined 
The Thamiid. They defied Allah's sacred Law 
And His Prophet, and went to Destruction for their crime. 
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6147. Six types are taken in three pairs, from Allah's mighty works in nature, as tokens or evidence of 
Allah's providence and the contrasts in His sublime creation, which yet conduce to cosmic harmony (verses 
1-6). Then (verses 7-8) the soul of man, with internal order and proportion in its capacities and faculties, 
as mace by Allah. is appealed to as having been endowed with the power of discriminating between right 
and wrong. Then the conclusion is stated in verses 9-10, that man’s success or failure, prosperity or bankruptcy, 
would depend upon his keeping that soul pure or his corrupting it. 


6148. The first pair is the glorious sun, the source of our light and physical life, and the moon which 
follows or acts as second to the sun for illuminating our world. The moon, when she is in the sky with the 
sun, is pale and inconspicuous; in the sun's absence she shines with reflected light and may metaphorically 
be called the sun's vicegerent. So with Revelation and the great Prophets who brought it; and the minor Teachers 
who derive their light reflected, or perhaps doubly reflected, from the original source. 


6149. The next contrasted pair consists, not of luminaries, but conditions, or periods of time, Day and 
Night. The Day reveals the sun's glory and the Night conceals it from our sight. So there may be contrasts 
in our subjective reception of divine light, but it is there, working all the time, and must reappear in its own 


good time. 


6150. The next contrasted pair is the wonderful firmament on high, and the earth below our feet, stretching 
away to our wide horizons. The sky gives us rain, and the earth gives us food. Yet both work together: for 
the rain is moisture sucked up from the earth, and the food cannot grow without the heat and warmth of 
the sun. There are many other contrasts under this head; yet they all point to unity. 


6151. The ma masdariyah in Arabic, in this and the subsequent clauses, is best translated in English by 
nouns, Thus what would literally be “and the (wonderful) making or construction of it" or “the fact of its 
(wonderful) construction” is, idiomatically, “its (wonderful) structure.” “The (wide) spreading out” of the earth 
is rendered “its (wide) expanse,” and so on. 
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7, By the Soul, Be ris “<r 
And the proportion and order id 


Given to it;*5? 


8. And its enlightenment 
As to its wrong 
And its right— 
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9. Truly he succeeds 
That purifies it, 


10. And he fails 
That corrupts it!*** 


il. The Thamad (people) 
Rejected (their prophet) 
Through their inordinate 
Wrongdoing.*!** 


EO 


12. Behold, the most wicked 
Man among them was 
Deputed (for impiety).*'** 


13. But the Messenger of Allah*** 
Said to them: “It is 
A She-camel of Allah! 
And (bar her not 
From) having her drink!" 


14. Then they rejected him SSF % 2 
(As a false prophet), o» ©) 
6152. Allah makes the soul, and gives it order, proportion, and relative perfection, in order to adapt 
it for the particular circumstances in which it has to live its life. Cf 52:9. See also mn. 120 to 2:117. He breathes 
into it an understanding of what is sin, impiety, wrongdoing and what is piety and right conduct, in the special 
circumstances in which it may be placed. This is the most precious gift of all to man, the faculty of distinguishing 
between right and wrong. After the six external evidences mentioned in verses }-6 above, this internal evidence 
of Allah's goodness is mentioned as the greatest of all. By these various tokens man should learn that his success, 
his prosperity, his salvation depends on himself —on his keeping his soul pure as Allah made it; and his failure, 
bis decline, his perdition depends on his soiling his soul by choosing evil 





61553. This is the core of the Sirah, and it is illustrated by a reference to the story of the Thamid in 
the following verses. ; im ’ 


6154, The allusion to the story of the Thamiid will be understood by a reference to 7:73-79; see specially 
n. 1044. Their prophet was Salih bur he had to deal with an arrogant people, who oppressed the poor and 
denied them their rights of watering and pasture for their cattle. 


6155. The prophet Salih made a certain she-camel a Sign or Symbol, a test case, “This she-came! of 
Allah is Sign unto you; so leave her to graze in Allah's earth and let her come to no harm, or ye shall be 
seized with a grievous punishment” (7:73). but they plotted to kill her and sent the most wicked man among 
them to dare and do that deed of impiety. It was probably when she came to drink at the stream that she 
was hamstrung and killed. See 26:155, and 54:27. 


6156. That is, Salih: see last-note. 
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6157. The man who was deputed to do the impious deed of hamstringing the she-camel had, of course, 

the sympathy and cooperation of the whole people. Only he was more daring than the rest. 
¢ 

6158. This verse has been variously construed. 1 follow the general opinion in referring the pronoun "Him" 
to “their Lord” in the last verse and the pronoun “its” to the Punishment that was meted out to all, high 
and low, equally. In that case the meaning would be: God decreed the total destruction of the Thamiid; in 
the case of creatures any such destruction might cause a loss to them, and they might fear the consequences 
of such loss or destruction, but Allah has created and can create at will; and. there can be no question of 
any such apprehension in His case, An alternative view is that “him’’ refers vo the prophet Salih, mentioned 
in verse 15, Then the interpretation would be; Salih had no fear of the consequences for himself; he had warned 
the wicked according to his commission; he was saved by Allah's mercy as a just and righteous man, and he 
left them with regrets (7:79). Yet another alternative refers “him” to the wicked man (mentioned in verse 12) 
who hamstrung the she-camel; he feared not the consequences of his deed. 


Intro. to Sirah 92 1657 


INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY TO SURAH 92—AL LAYL 


This was one of the first Strahs to be revealed—within the first ten; and may be placed 
in date close to S. 89 and S. 98. Note that in all these three Stirahs the mystery and the contrast 
as between Night and Day are appealed to for the consolation of man in his spiritual yearning. 
Here we are told to strive our utmost towards Allah, and He will give us every help and satisfaction. 


C, 272.— When we consider Allah's wonderful Creation, 

(92:1-21.) We see many myteries—many opposites — 
Many differences; the succession of nights 
And days, the creation of male and female. 
Can we wonder at the differences 
In the nature and objectives of man? 
He is endowed with Will, and he must strive 
For the Right through all his diverse paths. 
For the righteous, the way is made the smoother 
For bliss; for the arrogant crooked will, 
The way is the smoother for Misery. 
But Allah's guidance is always nigh, 
If man will choose it. And what 
Is the goal for those who choose aright?— 
The sight of the Face of Allah Most High: 
For that indeed is happiness supreme. 
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6159. The evidence of three things is invoked. viz., Night, Day, and the mystery of Sex, and the conclusion 
is stated in verse 4, that men's aims are diverse. But similarly there are contrasts in nature. What contrast 
can be greater than between Night and Day? When the Night spreads her veil, the sun's light is hidden, but 
not lost. The sun is in its place all the time, and will come forth in all its glory again in its own good time. 
Cf 91:3, 4, and n. 6149. Man pursuing diverse aims may find, owing to his own position, Allah's light obscured 
from him for a time, but he must strive hard to put himself in a position to reach it in all its glory. 


6160. Ma al masdartyah as in 91:5-7; see there n. 6151. 


6161. The mystery of the sexes runs through all life. There is attraction between opposites; each performs 
its own functions, having special characters, primary and secondary, within limited spheres, and yet both have 
common characteristics in many other spheres. Each is indispensable to the other. Love in its noblest sense 
is the type of heavenly love and the highest good; in its debasement it leads to the lowest sins and the worst 
crimes. Here, then, striving is necessary for the highest good. 


6162. There are wide contrasts in the nature and aims of men, These may be broadly divided into two 
classes, good and evil. As night replaces day on account of certain relative positions, but does not annihilate 
it, so evil may for a time obscure good but cannot blot it out. Again, night in certain circumstances (e.g. 
for rest) is a blessing; do certain things, which seek the highest truth from the light of Allah. Considering 
these contrasts, do not be surprised or depressed. Men's immediate aims may be different. The duty of all 
is to seek the one true Light. 


6168. The good are distinguished here by three signs: (1) large-hearted sacrifices for Allah and men: (2) 
fear of Allah, which shows itself in righteous conduct, for Tagw@ (see n. 26 to 2:2) includes just action as 
well as a mental state: and (3) cruth and sincerity in recognising and supporting all that is morally beautiful, 
for Husn is the good as well as the beautiful, 
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6164. So far from there being any hardship in a good life, the righteous will enjoy their life more and 
more, and Allah will make their path smoother and smoother until they reach eventual Bliss. 


6165. The evil are distinguished here by three signs: (1) selfish greed and denial of other people's rights; 
(2) arrogance and self-sufficiency (96:6-7); and ($) knowingly dishonouring Truth out of spite, or seeing ugliness 
where there is beauty. Such men’s downward progress gathers momentum as they go, and their end can be 
nothing but Misery. Where will be their boasted wealth and possessions, or their self-confidence? 


6166. Wealth amassed in this world will be of no use at the Day of Final Judgement, nor will any material 
advantages of this life bring profit by themselves in the spiritual world. What will count will be a life of truth 
and righteousness, and of goodness to all the creatures of Allah. 


6167. Allah in His infinite mercy has provided full guidance to His creatures. All through His creation 
there are sign posts indicating the right way. To man He has given the five senses of perception, with mental 
and spiritual faculties for co-ordinating his physical perceptions and leading him higher and higher in thought 
and feeling. He has besides sent inspired men for further teaching and guidance. 


6168. In the End man will return to Allah, and even from the beginning of man's life Allah's mercies 
and loving care surround him. In the probationary period of man’s life, he has a measure of free will, and 
he is expected to use it in such a way as to bring his whole being into harmony with the universal Will and 
Law. For he will have to answer for the right use of his talents and opportunities. If man’s will has any meaning, 
he has the choice of accepting Allah's guidance or rejecting it, and in the latter case he must take the consequences. 
Hence the warning of the future “Fire” in the next verse. 
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16. Who give the lie to Truth 
And turn their backs. 


17. Mut those most devoted 
Allah shall be®7° 
Removed far from it— 


18. Those who spend their wealth*” de Rk eS 1 
For increase in self-purification,*”* SK Avdls spall ro: 
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No favour from anyone 
For which a reward 
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Of their Lord Most High;*!’* 
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6169. The Fire of Punishment will not reach any except those who have deliberately sinned against their 
conscience and rejected Allah's Truth. The term used for them is “Ashg@" (superlative degree). Cf 87:11. The 
corresponding idea in Christian theology is expressed in the following sentence, “All manner of sin and blasphemy 
shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men” (Matt. 
xii, 31), (R). 

6170. “Those most devoted to Allah"; the Atg@, the God-fearing men who live lives of purity, and seek 
only for the "Face of their Lord Most High”. See the verses following. 


6171. The spending may be for charity, or for good works, such as advancing the cause of knowledge 
or science, or supporting ideals, etc. “Wealth” must be understood not only for money or material goods, but 
also for any advantage or opportunity which aman happens to enjoy, and which he can place at the service 
of others. 


6172. The Arabic root word zak@ implies both increase and purification, and both meanings may be 
understood to be implied here. Wealth (understood both literally and metaphorically) is not for selfish enjoyment 
or idle show, It is held on trust. It may be a trial in itself, from which a man who emerges successfully is 
a man all the purer in his life; and even if he was a good man before, his proper use of his wealth increases 
his position and dignity in the moral and spiritual world. 


61738. The good man does not give in charity or do his good deeds with the motive that he is returning 
someone else's favour and compensating and rewarding someone for some service done, to him or expecting 
some reward in return for his own good deed: the sole motive in his mind is that he desires the Countenance 
or Good Pleasure of Allah Most High. This “Countenance" or ‘Face" (Arabic, Wayh) implies good pleasure 
or approval; but it implies something more. It also means the Cause —either the “final cause" or the “efficient 
cause’ of Aristotelian philosophy, For the Atg@ woulc refer everything, backwards in origin and forwards in 
destiny, to Allah. Allah is the source of their goodness, as well as its goal or purpose. 

6174. The definition of Righteousness, Charity, or Self-sacrifice, becomes thus highly spirirualised. The 
Atqgé are so completely identified with Allah's Will that everything else is blotted out to chem. What would 
seem to be sacrifice from other points of view, becomes their own highest pleasure and satisfaction. Every 
virtuous man will have his own bliss, for there are degrees in virtue and bliss. This supreme bliss is the portion —not 
the prize—of supreme virtue. (R). 
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INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY TO SURAH 93—AL DUHA 


This Sirah is close in date to Sirahs 89 and 92, and the imagery drawn from the contrast 
of Night and Day is common to all three. In this Sirah the vicissitudes of human life are referred 
tw, and a message of hope and consolation is given to man’s soul from Allah's past mercies, and 
he is bidden to pursue the path of goodness and proclaim the bounties of Allah. This is the general 
meaning. In particular, the Sirah seems to have been revealed in a dark period in the outer life 
of the Holy Prophet, when a man of less resolute will might have been discouraged. But the Prophet 
is told to hold the present of less account than the glorious Hereafter which awaited him like 
the glorious morning after a night of stillness and gloom. The Hereafter was, not only in the 
Future Life, but his later life on this earth, full of victory and satisfaction. 


C. 278.—What an example we have in the Prophet's life! 

(93:1-11.) When moments of inspiration were still, 
His soul yet felt the power of that stillness, 
Like one who prays by night and waits 
For the dawn, knowing how the light grows brighter 
Every hour till noon, and well content 
That night and morn and the hours succeeding 
Are but steps to the plenary splendour of noon. 
He was content and consoled in the thought that Allah 
Had bestowed His loving care on him, 
In the past, and so the future was sure. 
He followed the Light Divine—to help 
The helpless, to attend with patience to the call 
Of those in need, and to rehearse and proclaim 
And share the boundless Bounties of Allah! 
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6178. The full morning light of the con, wben. is eplendogr shines forth in contren with the night which 
haa passed, Cf Whol. The growing hour of morrung light, from swore to noon, are the true type of the growth 
of epiritual life-and work, while the stillness of the night is, to those who know, only a preparation for |, 
We are not to Lmagine that the stillness ar quiescence of the night is wasted, of meansatagnation in our spiricwa! 
Life. The stillness may seem lonely, but we are mot alone, nor forsaken by Allah. Nor |e euch preparation 
without immediate dalble results, a agn of Allah's displeasure 


G76. OF 821-2, There Night ip menconed fine, and Day sccond, to endorce the lemon of contra, whe 
veil of the night naturally comes first before the splendour of daylight is revealed, Here the argument is different) 
the growLog hours of morning ight are the main thing and are mentioned first; while the hours of preparacion 
and quiescence, which are subordinate, come second 


6177. As ormal, there the parpoular aurence oo the Holy Prophet. acd che general erence to mankied 
ete the Ineroduction to this Sirah. The early years of the Prophet's miniwry might well have seemed blank, 
After inspiration there were days and periods of waiting. A sense of loneliness might well have weighed on 
hie mind, His own tribe of the Qurayah jeered at him, taunted and threatesed him, and slandered and persecuted 
him aa well as those who believed in him, But hia faith was never shaken, ot even to the extent of that cry 
of agen of femus: “My God | why baw Thow forsaken me?": (Mark, Dic34). Much lew did it enter the Prophet's 
mind to think that Allah was angry with bien, as che taunt of bos enemies seggested, 


6178. See last note, The more geoeral meaning is similar. Th the man who prepares for spirttaal work 
and spiritual growth the chief thing is cypified by the growing hours of the morning, He ahould mot be discouraged , 
ner overcome with a sense of loneliness in bis carly acruggles or difficulies, The end will crown. hia work. Allabii 
care bb always around. him. Ti unsympathetic or hostile critics laugh at bie ov taunt him with being “mad 
or “old-fashioned” of “ploughing bis lonely furrow”, hin steady faith will uphold him. He will never bebrve 
that bis earnest and sincere devodon bo Allab, whatewer be ice newults in this werkd, com be wnything but pleasing 
to Allah, 


6179. Te the traly devout man, cach eucceeding moment is becter than the one preceding it, In this sera 
the “hereafter” refers not only oo che Future Life after death, bur alan oo “the soul of goodies in things” 
in this wery life. For even though some outward oppings of thi: shadow world may be waning. bis al & 
filled with more and more satistaction as be goss on 
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6180. Allah's good pleasure is sure when we serve Him. But we are assured that even our feelings of doubt 
and suffering will vanish, and we shall have a sense of complete satisfaction, contentment, and active pleasure 
when our will is identified with the Will of Allah. 


6181. Judge the future from the past. Allah has been good to you in your past experience: trust His goodness 
in the future also. Again, there is a particular and a general meaning. Three facts are taken from the Holy 
Prophet's outer life by way of illustration. Metaphorically they also apply to us. And futher, the outer facts 
are themselves types for the spiritual life. See notes below. 


6182. (1) There is the case of the orphan, literally and figuratively, Our Holy Prophet was himself an 
orphan. His father ‘Abd Allah died young before the child was born, leaving no property. The Prophet's mother 
Aminah was in ailing health, and he was chiefly brought up by his nurse Halimah. His mother herself died 
when he was only six years old. His aged grandfather ‘Abd al Muttalib treated him as his own son, but died 
two years later. Thereafter his uncle Abi Talib treated him as his own son, He was thus an orphan in more 
senses than one, and yet the love he received from each one of these persons was greater than ordinary parental 
lova Each one of us is an orphan in some sense or another, and yet someone's love and shelter come to us 
by the grace of Allah. In the spiritual world there is no father or mother: our very first sustenance and shelter 
must come from the grace of Allah. 


6183. (2) The Holy Prophet was born in the midst of the idolatry and polytheism of Makkah, in a family 
which was the custodian of this false worship. He wandered in quest of Unity and found it by the guidance 
of Allah. There is no implication whatever of sin or error on his part. But we may err and find ourselves 
wandering in mazes of error, in thought, motive, or understanding: we must pray for Allah's grace ever to 
give us guidance. 

The Arabic root dalla has various shades of meaning. In 1:7, I have translated it by the verb ‘stray’. 
In 58:2 the Prophet is defended from the charge of being “astray” or straying in mind. In 12:8 and 12:95 
Jacob's sons use the word for their aged father, to suggest that he was senile and wandering in mind, In 32:10 
it is used of the dead, and I have translated it “hidden and-lost” (in the earth). 


6184. (3) The Holy Prophet inherited no wealth and was poor. The true, pure, and sincere love of Khadijah 
not only raised him above want, but made him independent of worldly needs in his later life, enabling him 
to devote his whole time to the service of Allah. So do we all find ourselves in some want or another, which, 
if we work wholeheartedly and sincerely is supplied to us by the grace of Allah. When we have found the 
Way, it is a laborious task to climb up in our poverty of spiritual equipment: Allah will give us spiritual riches 
in love and knowledge. 

6185; Verses 9-11 carry on, to astep further, the triple argument of verses 6-8, as explained in the preceding 
notes. The Prophet treated all orphans with tender affection and respect, setting an example to his 
contemporaries, who frequently took advantage of the helpless position of orphans, and in any case looked 
upon them as subordinate creatures to be repressed and kept in their place, Such an attitude is common in 
all ages. Helpless creatures ought, on the contrary, to be treated as sacred trusts, whether they are orphans, 
or dependants, or creatures of any kind unable to assert themselves, either through age, sex, social rank, artificial 
conditions, or any cause whatever. 
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6185. Then ines axk vise peuple whe eee eid section who have (0 wih for something They sy 
be genuine beggar acking for flnancial help, or ignorant people asking for knowledge. or timid people asking 
for vome lead or encouragement. The cormmon atiltude is to acorn them of repulse them. The scorn may 
be shown ewen when alg or amuiance iv given to them. Soch an attitude ls wrong Charity lv of no moral 
volue without mampathy and lore Nor is it charity ts give to idle wurdy profewional beggart fot ubow or w 
eet rid of them, They are mere paradites on society. Every petition should be examined and judged on its merits, 


6187) Bewdes the peaticnens wt mah for help. there es the case of those who do mow aah bar are nevertheins 
peot— poor but contented in worldly goods, ar poor in knowledge or resowrees and fot ewen himowing thas 
they are peor. Li pou are bountifully emdlowed by Allah, pour dury o@ to make ther Bounty epeeed far and 
wed Procleien it and chore ot. os the Holy Prophet sbeags ded Spinteally we afl belong to one of these there 
clases in ont seme of another—orphon, peritieners, and vietiea of powerty We all receive Allah's grace and 
fidince in seme degree or other We all owe it aaa duty to our fellow-men to be bied and helpfal to theme 
lets codewed in any reapect than ourselves 
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INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY TO SURAH 94— 
AL SHARH or AL INSHIRAH 


This short Strah gives a message of hope and encouragement in a time of darkness and 
difficulty. It was revealed to the Holy Prophet soon after the last Sirah (Al Duh@), whose argument 
it supplements. 


C. 274,—The Prophet's mind and heart had indeed 
(94:1-8.) Been expanded and purified; the burden 
Which pressed on his soul had been removed; 
And his name exalted in this world and the next, 
For the righteous man there is no trouble 
But is linked with ease and joy: he must strive 
At every stage, and look to Allah 
Alone as the goal of all his hopes. 
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6188. Cf. the prayer of Moses in 20:25. The breast is symbolically the seat of knowledge and the highest 
feelings of love and affection, the treasure house in which are stored the jewels of that quality of human character 
which approaches nearest to the divine. The Holy Prophet's human nature had been purified, expanded, and 
elevated, so that he became a Mercy to all Creation. Such a nature could afford to ignore the lower motives 
of ordinary humanity which caused shameful attacks to be made on him. Its strength and courage could also 
bear the burden of the galling work which it had to do in denouncing sin, subduing it, and protecting Allah's 
creatures from its oppression. 


6189. See last note. It is indeed a grievous and galling burden for a man to fight single-handed against 
sin, But Allah sends His grace and aid, and that burden is removed, or converted into joy and triumph in 
the service of the One True God. 


6190. The Prophet's virtues, the magnanimity of his character, and his love for mankind were fully recognised 
even in his lifetime, and his name stands highest among the heroic leaders of mankind. The phrase used is 
more comprehensive in meaning than that used for various prophets in $7;119 etc.; “We left this blessing for 
them among generations to come in later times”. 


6191. This verse is repeated for extra emphasis. Whatever difficulties or troubles are encountered by men, 
Allah always provides a solution, a way out, a relief, a way to lead to ease and happiness, if we only follow 
His Path and show our Faith by patience and well-doing. The solution or relief does not merely come after 
the Difficulty: it is provided wrth it. 1 understand the definite article in al ‘usr in a generic sense, and translate: 
“every difficulty’, In 92:7, 1 have translated Yusr as Bliss, and in 92:10 ‘Usr as Misery. 
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Still labour hard,*!** ; nme 
8. And to thy Lord SAC MITO) 


Turn (all) thy attention.*** 


6192. When thou art free: or when thou art relieved. The words understood may be: from thy immediate 
task, that of preaching to men, denouncing sin, and encouraging righteousness; or, fronn the difficulties that 
confronted thee. When that happens, that does not finish the labours of the man of Allah. It is only one 
step to them. He has constantly and insistently to go on. When there is rest from the task of instructing the 
world, the contact with the spiritual kingdom continues, and indeed it becomes more intimate and concentrated, 


6193. The kingdom of Allah is everything. Other things are incidental, and really do not matter. Worldly 
greatness or success may be a means to an end, but it may also be a hindrance to true spiritual greatness. 
Allah is the goal of the righteous man’s whole attention and desire. 
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INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY TO SURAH 95—AL TIN 


This is ‘also & very carly Surah. It appeals to the most sacred symbols to show that Allah 
created man in the best of moulds, but that man is capable of the utmost degradation unless 
he has Faith and leads a good life. In subject matter this Sirah closely resembles S. 103. 


C. 275.—Nature and history and the Light of Revelation, 
(95:1-8.) Through the ages, show that man, 

Created by Allah in the best of moulds, 

Can yet fall to the lowest depths, uniess 

He lives a life of faith and righteousness. 

Then will he reach his goal: if not, 

He must stand his Judgement— none can doubt — 

Before the wisest and justest of Judges. 
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6194. The substantive proposition is in verse4-8, and it is clinched by an appeal to four sacred symbols. 
wiz., the Fig, the Olive, Mount Sinai, and the sacred City of Makkah. About the precise interpretation of 
the first two symbols, and especially of the symbol of the Fig, there is much difference of opinion. If we take 
the Fig literally to refer to the fruit or the tree, it can stand as a symbol of man's destiny in many ways, Under 
cultivation it can be one of the finest, most delicious, and most wholesome fruits in existence: in its wild state, 
it is nothing but tiny seeds, and is insipid, and often full of worms and maggots. So man at his best has a 
noble destiny: at his worst, he is “the lowest of the low". Christ is said to have cursed a fig tree for having 
only leaves, and not producing fruit (Matt. 21:18-29), enforcing the same lesson. There is also a parable of 
the fig tree in Matt. 24-32-55. See also the parable of the good and evil figs in Jeremiah, 24:1-10. But see 
n. 6198 below. 


6195. For the sacred symbolism of the Olive, see n, 2880 to 25:20, and notes 3000-3002 to 24:35, where 
the parable of Allah's Light includes a reference to the Olive. But it is possible that the Olive here refers to 
the Mount of Olives, just outside the walls of the City of Jerusalem (see n. 5038 to 52:2), for this is the scene 


in the Gospel story (Matt. 24-3-4) of Christ's description of the Judgement to come. 


6196. This was the Mountain on which the Law was given to Moses. See 19:52, and n. 2504. The Law 
was given, and the glory of Allah was made visible. But did Israel faithfully obey the Law thereafter? 


6197. “This City of security” is undoubtedly Makkah. Even in Pagan times its sacred character was respected, 
and no fighting was allowed in its territory. But the same City, with all its sacred associations, persecuted the 
greatest of the Prophets and gave itself up for a time to idolatry and sin, thus presenting the contrast of the 
best and the worst. 


6198. Having discussed the four symbols in detail, let us consider them together. It is clear that they refer 
to Allah's Light or Revelation, which offers man the highest destiny if he will follow the Way. Makkah stands 
for Islam, Sinai for Israel. and the Mount of Olives for Christ's original and pure Message. It has been suggested 
that the Fig stands for the Ficus Indica, the Bo-tree, ander which Gautama Buddha obtained Nirvana. I hesitate 
to adopt the suggestion, but if accepted it would cover pristine Buddhism and the ancient Vedic religions 
from which it was an offshoot. In this way all the great religions of the world would be indicated, But even 
if we refer the Fig and the Olive to the symbolism in their fruit. and not to any particular religion, the contrast 
of Best and Worst in man's destiny remains, and that is the main thing. 

This raises a doctrinal question of considerable importance: how does Islam view the ancient vedic religions 
and Buddhism, or for that matter, any other religion? As Muslims we are not in a position to affirm whether 
Budha was a prophet or not. Although the Qur'an states that Allah sent Prophets to every people (55:24), 
it does not mention the names of all of them. In fact it mentions by name relatively few of the Prophets of 
the semitic tradition, or only such as with whom its first audience, the Arabs were generally familiar, As to 
its present form, we find the doctrines of Buddhism clearly at variance with monotheism and cardinal Principles 
of the True Religion as explained in the Qur'an. This may have been the result of distortion or lom by the 
followers of its original teachings. 

As a general rule, we cannot describe anyone asa Prophet or Messenger of Allah unless explicitly mentioned 
in the Qur'in, or HadTth. The Message as brought by Prophet Muhammad preserves in itself all that was 
essential in the earlier revelations or scriptures: it abrogates all the previous messages sent through earlier 
Prophets (3:85). (R). 
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6199. Taguiim: mould, symmetry, form, nature, constitution. There is no fault in Allah's creation. To 
man Allah gave the purest and best nature, and man's duty is to preserve the pattern on which Allah has 
made him: 30:50. But by making him His vicegerent, Allah exalted him m posse even higher than the angels, 
for the angels had to make obeisance to him (2:50+54, and n. 48). But man's position as vicegerent also gives 
him will and discretion, and if he uses them wrongly he falls even lower than the: beasts. See next note. 


6200. This verse should be read with the next. If man rebels against Allah, and follows after evil, he 
will be abased to the lowest possible position. For Judgement is sure. Those who use their faculties aright and 
follow Allah's Law will reach the high and noble destiny intended for them. That reward will not be temporary, 
but unfailing. ? 


6201. Thee: may refer to the Holy Prophet, or to man collectively. After this: 1... when it is clearly shown 
to you that Allah created man true-and pure, that He guides him, and that those who rebel and break His 
law will be punished and brought down in the Hereafter, who can doubt this, or contradict the Prophet when 
he gives warning? 


6202. Allah is wise and just. Therefore the righteous have nothing to fear, but the evil ones cannot escape 
punishment 
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INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY TO SURAH 96—AL ALAQ or IQRA' 


Verses 1-5 of this Sirah were the first direct Revelation to the Holy Prophet. The circumstances, 
material and psychical, in which they came, are described in C. 28-30, which should be referred to, 


After that there was an interval or break (Fatrah), extending over some months or perhaps 
over a year. S, 68 is usually considered to have been the next revelation in point of time. But 
the remainder of this Surah (96:6-19) came soon after the Fatrah, and that portion is joined on 
to the’ first five verses containing the command to preach, because it explains the chief obstacle 
to the delivery of the message to man, uiz.: man's own obstinacy, vanity, and insolence. 


C. 276.—Noble is the mission of the Prophet, selected 

(96:1-19.) To proclaim the Message of Allah, the Lord 
And Cherisher of all His Creation, Whose measureless 
Bounties include the instruction of man 
In new and ever new knowledge. But alas 
For man! he fancies himself self-sufficient, 
Turns away from the Path, and misleads others. 
But nothing is hidden from Allah. He will bring 
All untruth and sin and rebellion to Judgement, 
And subdue all evil. The righteous bow 
In adoration to Allah, and draw closer to Him. 
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6208. Iqgra' may mean "read", or “recite or rehearse”, or “proclaim aloud", the object understood being 
Allah's Message. For an account of the circumstances in which this first revelation—the divine commission 
to preach and proclaim Allah's Message came to the Holy Prophet, in the cave of Hira’, see C. 27-31, In worldly 
letters he was unversed, but with spiritual knowledge his mind and soul were filled, and now had come the 
time when he must sand forth to the world and declare his mission. 


6204. The declaration or proclamation was to be in the name of Allah the Creator. It was not for any 
personal benefit to the Prophet: to him there was to come bitter persecution, sorrow, and suffering. It was 
the call of Allah for the benefit of erring humanity. Allah is mentioned by his title of “thy Lord and Cherisher", 
to establish a direct nexus between the source of the Message and the one addressed, The Message was not 
merely an abstract proposition of philosophy, but the direct concrete message of a personal Allah to the creatures 
whom He loves and cherishes. Thy addressed to the Prophet is appropriate in two ways: (1) he was in direct 
contact with the divine Messenger (Gabriel) and Him Who sent the Messenger; (2) he represented the whole 
of humanity, in a fuller sense than that in which Christ Jesus is the “Son of Man’. 


6205. Cf 23:14. The lowly origin of the animal in man is contrasted with the high destiny offered to 
him in his intellectual, moral, and spiritual nature by his “most bountiful” Creator. No knowledge is withheld 
fromm man. On the contrary, through the faculties freely given to him, he acquires it in such measure as outstrips 
his immediate understanding, and leads him ever to strive for newer and newer meaning. 


6206. The symbol of a permanent revelation is the mystic Pen and the mystic Record. See n. 5593 to 68:1. 
f 


The Arabic words for “teach” and “knowledge” are from the same root, It is impossible to produce in 
a Translation the complete orchestral harmony of the words for “read”, “teach’, “pen” (which implies reading, 
writing, books, study, research), “knowledge” (including science, self knowledge, spiritual understanding), and 
“proclaim”, an alternative meaning of the word for “to reac”. This proclaiming or reading implies not only 
the duty of blazoning forth Allah's message, as going with the prophetic office, but also the duty of promulgation 
and wide dissemination of the Truth by all who read and understand it, The comprehensive meaning of qara’ 
refers not only to a particular person and occasion but also gives a universal direction. And this kind of 
comprehensive meaning, as we have seen, runs throughout the Qur'in—for those who will understand. 
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6207. Allah teaches us new knowledge at every given moment. Individuals learn more and more day by 
day; nations and humanity at large learn fresh knowledge at every sage. This is even more noticeable and 
important in the spiritual world. 


6208. All our knowledge and capacities come as gifts from Allah. But man, in his inordinate vanity and 
insolence, mistakes Allah's gifts for his own achievements. The gifts may be strength or beauty, wealth, position, 
or power, or the more subtle gifts of knowledge or talents in individuals—or Science, or Art, or Government, 
or Organisation for mankind in general. 


6209. Man is not self-sufficient, either as an individual, or in his collective capacity. If he arrogates Allah's 
gifts to himself, he is reminded — eee et eee ee ee and 
forwards, of his responsibility and final return to Allah. 


6210. Chis valli, a Brailes Quendrte pata acl ANTE ly eee aan 
Allah's Law, but also co prevent others from following it. There may however be a reference here to Abi Jahl, 
an inveterate enemy of Islam, who used, in its early days, to insult and persecute the Holy Prophet and those 
who followed his teaching. He used, in particular, to use shameful methods to prevent the Prophet from going 
to the Kabah for devotions, and forbid any who came under his influence, from offering prayers or performing 
devotions. He was arrogant and purse-proud and met his end in the battle of Badr. 


6211. Man's insolence leads to two results: (1) self-destruction through self-misleading; (2) a false example 
or false guidance to others. The righteous man must therefore test human example or human guidance by 
the question, “Is there Allah's guidance behind it?” And visible light would be thrown on it by the question. 
“Does it lead to righteousness?" A flouting of Allah and Allah's truth answers the first question in the negative, 
and conduct which turns back from the eternal principles of Right answers the second. 


6212. The usual trick of the ungodly is to refuse to face Truth. Schoey we plated tn Sterner they deny 
what is obvious to reasonable men, and turn their backs. 
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6215, Cf. 1:56, and n. 1551, The forelock is on the forehead, and is thus symbolical of the summit and 
crown of the man's power or dignity. To be dragged by it is to suffer the lowest dregs of humiliation. 
Nasfa‘an is a syncopated form of the emphatic first person plural. 


6214. The Pagan Quraysh, who forthed an oppressive junta or council to manage the Ka'bah were in 
sympathy with Abt Jahl, though. they did not go to the unbridled lengths to which Abii Jah] went. But they 
could not, all combined, resist the onward march of the divine mission, though they did all they could to check it. 


6215. All the combined forces of evil, though they may have worldly appearances in their favour, and 
though they may seer to be successful for a time, cannot stand against Allah. He has but to command His 
forces of punishment to exert themselves, and they will subdue evil, protect Allah's votaries and justify the 
faith for which the votaries suffer. 


6216. The righteous man has no fear. He can disregard all the forces of evil that are brought against 
him. But he must learn humility; that is his defence. He will bow down in adoration to Allah. He must have 
the will to bring Azmself closer to Allah. For Allah is always close to him,—closer to him than his life blood 
in the jugular vein. (50:16), Man's humility and adoration remove him from being an insolent rebel on the 
one hand and, on the other, prepare his will to realise his nearness to Allah, 
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INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY TO SURAH 97—AL QADR 


The chronology of this Strah has no significance. It is probably Makkan, though some 
hold that it was revealed in Madinah. 


The subject matter is the mystic Night of Power (or Honour), in which Revelation comes 
down to a benighted world — it may be to the wonderful Cosmos of an individual — and transforms 
the conflict of wrongdoing into Peace and Harmony—through the agency of the angelic host, 
representing the spiritual powers of the Mercy of Allah. 


C. 277.— Blessed indeed is the Night of Power! — 
(97:1-5.) When the Mercy of Allah's Revelation breaks through 
The darkness of the human soul! 
All the Powers, of the world divine, 
Speed on their mystic Message of Mercy, 
By Allah's command, and bless every nook 
And corner of the heart! All jars 
Are stilled in the reign supreme of Peace, 
Until this mortal night gives place 
To the glorious day of an immortal world! 
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6217. Cf 44:3 and n. 4690. The 25rd, 25th or 27th night of Ramadan, as well as other nights, have 
been suggested as the Night of Power See, however, the Introduction to this Sirah, It is best to take this in 
the mystic sense, which also accords with verse 3 below, which says that the Night of Power is better than 
a thousand Months, It transcends Time: for it is Allah's Power dispelling the Darkness of Ignorance, by His 
Revelation, in every kind of affair. (R), 


6218. “A thousand” must be taken in an indefinite sense, as denoting a very long period of time, C/. 
notes 5652 and $654 to 32:4-5, and n. 5678 to 70:4. This does not refer to our ideas of time, but to “timeless 
Time’. One moment of enlightenment under Allah's Light is better than thousands of months or years of animal 
life, and such a moment converts the night of darkness into a period of spiritual glory. 


6219. The Sprrit: usually understood to be the angel Gabriel, the Spirit of Inspiration. (R). 


6220. When the Night of spiritual darkness is dissipated by the glory of Allah, a wonderful Peace and 
a sense of Security arise in the soul, And this lasts on until this life closes, and the glorious Day of the new 
spiritual world dawns, when everything will be on a different plane, and the chequered nights and days of 
this world will be even less than a dream. 
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INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY TO SURAH 98—AL BAYYINAH 


This Stirah was probably an early Madinah Strah, or possibly a late Makkan Sirah. 


In subject matter it carries forward the argument of the last Sirah. The mystic night of 
revelation is indeed blessed: but those who reject Truth are impervious to Allah's Message, however 
clear may be the evidence in support of it. 


C. 278.—But those who reject the light of Truth 
(98:1-8.) Are obstinate. Why should they persist 
In evil ways when the Clear Evidence 
Has come before them? The straight Religion 
Is simple: to adore with a pure heart 
The God of Truth, to draw nigh to Him 
In Prayer sincere, and to serve 
Our fellow-creatures in charity and love. 
To do aught else is to fall from Grace. 
But Faith and Good Life lead straight to the Goal— 
The beauteous Gardens of Bliss Eternal, 
And the mutual good pleasure of the Soul in her Lord. 
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(From their ways) until 
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6221. The People of the Book immediately referred co are the Jews and the Christians, who had received 
scriptures in the same line of prophecy in which came our Holy Prophet. Their scripeures should have prepared 
them for the advent of the greenest and Jan of the Prophets. For the Jewish scriptures promised to the jews, 
cousing of brethren to the Arabs, a prophet like Moses: “The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophe: 
from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, bike ante me; unto him ve thall hearken”™ (Deut. TB-15) And Chris 
promised « Comforter (Jolbn, 14:16; 15:26; and 16:7; see my mn. 498 to 61:6) almost by name. The People 
of the Book fell from the trae, straight, and sandard religion, into devious ways, and would nat come to 
the true Path until (they said) they were convinced by the arrival of the promised Prophet. Bur when the 
promised Prophet came in. the perso of Muhammad, they rejected him, because they really did moe seek for 
Truth but only followed dheir own! fancies and desires. 


6222. The Polytheists, che Pagans, had not previougly believed in any scriprures. But yet. when clear evidence 
come to them, they diould have. beliewed, Yer they rejccecd the Holy Prophet because they were not really 
searching for Troth, but were only following their own fancies and desires. 

6225, The Clear Evidence was the Holy Prophet bimoself, his life, his personality. and his teaching, 

Hi24, Cf E:lSl 

6225> Cf BO13-16 


6226. Qoyemah; stracghe, aa opposed to crooked; standard as opposed to irregular; definite and permanent, 
as opposed. to casial or temporary, C/ 9:36; 12:40; etc. 


6227. The responsibiliry of the People of the Book is greater than that of Pagans, becouse the People 
of the Book had been prepared for the standard and straight Religion by the revelations which they bad already 
received). Yet, when the chear evidence came in Idlam, whey resisted in. And what is this standard and straight 
Religion, free of all ambiguity, and free of all casual rights and ceremonies? They are semmed up in three 
eternal principles, as explained in the next verse and the mest note. 
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6228. The three eternal principles of Religion are: (1) sincere devotion to Allah; (2) Prayer and Praise 
as drawing man nearer to Allah and to the spiritual world; and (3) the service of Allah's creatures by deeds 
of practical charity. 


6229. Hanif: see n. 134 to 2:155. 
6250. See n. 6226 above, 


6231. To be given the faculty of discrimination between right and wrong, and then to reject truth and 
right, is the worst folly which a creature endowed with will can commit. It must necessarily bring its own 
punishment, whether the creature calls himself one of the children of Abraham or one of the redeemed of 
Christ, or whether he goes by the mere light of nature and reason as a Pagan. Honour in the sight of Allah 
is not due to race or professions of faith, but to sincere and righteous conduct (49:15). 


6252. Contrast this with the preceding verse. Human beings who live a life of faith and good deed justify 
the purpose of their probation here. They attain the fulfillment of their highest hopes. (R). 


6238. The Good Pleasure of Allah is the final Bliss of Salvation. The good pleasure is mutual; the truly 
saved is he whose will has become completely identified with Allah's Universal Will. (R). 


6234. The fear of Allah is the fear to offend against His Holy Law, the fear tw do anything which is against 
His Holy Will. Such fear is akin to love; for with it dawns the consciousness of Allah's loving care for all His 
creatures. 
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INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY TO SURAH 99-—AL ZALZALAH 


This Sirah is close in date to the last: it is generally referred to the early Madinah period, 
though it may possibly be of the late Makkan period. 


It refers to the tremendous convulsion and uprooting which will take place when the present 
order of the world is dissolved and the new spiritual world of Justice and Truth takes its place. 
The symbol used is that of an earthquake which will shake our present material and phenomena! 
world to its very foundations. The mystic words in which the earthquake is described are remarkable 
for both power and graphic apmess. With that shaking all hidden mysteries will be brought to light. 


C. 279.—The Hour of Judgement must needs be heralded 
(99:1-8.) By a mighty Convulsion: the Earth will give up 
Her secrets and tell her tale of all 
Man's doings: men will march in companies 
And clearly see the inwardness 
Of all their Deeds: not an atom of Good 
Or Evil done, but will be shown 
In the final Account of men convinced, 
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6255. To the ordinary human observer a violent earthquake is a terrifying phenomenon, in its suddenness, 
in its mysterious origin, and in its power to destroy and uproot the strongest buildings and to bring up strange 
materials from the bowels of the earth. The Overwhelming Event (S. 88) which ushers in the Judgement will 
be a bigger and more far-reaching convulsion than any earthquakes that we know, And yet the incidents of 
earthquakes may give us some idea of that supreme world-shaking Event. 


6256. An earthquake, if accompanied by a volcanic eruption, throws up enormous boulders and lava 
from beneath the crust of the earth. They are thrown up as if they were a burden to the Earth personified. 
They may be all kinds of minerals, or treasures buried for secrecy. So in the great and final Convulsion, the 
dead who had been buried and forgotten will rise; matters and motives which had been secretly hidden and 
metaphorically buried will be brought to the light of day, and justice will be done in the full glare of absolute 
Truth. 

6257. The puzzled agony suffered by the victims of violent earthquakes is as nothing compared to the 
experience of the new and wonderful world which will then open out to the gaze of man. 


6258. The present order may be personified as the earth. It will pass away, but the Deeds done therein, 
even the most secret, will be brought to the full light of day. And this will be because Allah will give the 
Command, the inspiration or Word, by which alone all events do proceed. The “inspiration” is the Command 
or direction conveyed by instruction breathed into the Earth personified: it is directed to tell the whole story 
of what it knows. Cf 16:68, n. 2097. 


6239. In this world good and evil are mixed together. But then they will be sorted out, and each grade 
of good and evil will be sorted out. So they will proceed in companies to receive judgement. And they will 
be shown the exact import of everything that they had thought, said, or done, in this life of probation, however 
they may have concealed or misinterpreted it in this life. Everything will be considered in taking the account, 
and the account will convince the persons concerned themselves, 
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6240. Dharrah: the weight of an ant, the smallest living weight an ordinary man can think of. Figuratively 
the subtlest form of good and evil will then be brought to account, and it will be done openly and convincingly: 


he “shall see it”. 
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INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY TO SURAH 100—AL ‘ADIYAT 


This is one of the earlier Makkan Sirahs, In the depth of its mystery and the rhythm and 
sublimity of its language and symbolism, it may be compared with §. 79. Its subject matter is 
the irresistible nature of spiritual power and knowledge, contrasted with unregenerate man's 
ingratitude, pettiness, helplessness, and ignorance. 


©,°280.— There are those that fight, with eager charge, 
(100:1-11.) The hosts of evil, and storm its citadel. 
But unregenerate Man shows less 
Than gratitude for Allah's most gracious 
Bounties: his life bears witness to his treason 
And his greed. Allah's knowledge is all-embracing: 
All things hidden will be laid bare at Judgement. 
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6241. The substantive proposition is in verses 6-8 below, and the metaphors and symbols enforcing the 
lesson are in verses 1-5 here. These symbols have at least three layers of mystic meaning: (1) Look at the chargers 
(mares or swift camels) panting for war on behalf of their masters. Off they go, striking fire with their hoofs 
by night at the behest of their riders; they push home the charge in the morning, chivalrously giving the enemy 
the benefit of daylight; and regardless of flashing steel or the weapons of their enemies they boldly penetrate 
into the midst of their foe, risking their lives for the Cause. Does unregenerate man show that fidelity to his 
Lord Allah? On the contrary he is ungrateful to Allah; he shows that by his deeds; he is violently in love with 
wealth and gain and things that perish. (2) By the figure of metonymy the brave fidelity of the war horse 
may stand for that of the brave and true men who rally to the standard of Allah and carry it to victory, contrasted 
with the poltroonery and pettiness of unregenerate man. ($) The whole conflict, fighting, and victory, may 
be applied to spiritual warfare against those who are caught and overwhelmed by the camp of Evil. 


6242. With their hoofs. If we suppose the march to be in the dead of night, the sparks of fire would 
be still more conspicuous. 

6245. We may suppose a surprise attack, but yet a chivalrous attack by daylight. The foe is punished 
through his own lethargy and unpreparedness, apart from the strength, fire, and spirit of the forces of 
righteousness. 

6244. The clouds of dust typify the ignorance and confusion in the minds of those who oppose Truth. 


6245. The forces of evil mass themselves for strength, but their massing itself may become a means of 
their speedy undoing. 


6246, Man, ¢¢., unregenerate man, in contrast to those who receive guidance and wage unceasing war 
with Evil, is ungrateful to his Lord and Cherisher, Him Who created him and sustains him, and sends His 
blessings and favours at all times. The ingratitude may be shown by thoughts, words, and deeds — by forgetting 
or denying Allah and His goodness, by misusing His gifts, or by injustice to His creatures. He is in this respect 
worse than the war horse that risks his life in the service of his master. 
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6247. Man himself, by his conduct, proves the charge of treason against himself. 


6248. What an evil choice he makes in committing treason against his own Benefactor by going after 
the petty baubles of this world’s wealth of fleeting gains? 


6249. Dead bodies, secret plots, evil thoughts and imaginings, long since buried, will yet stand forth before 
the Judgement Seat of Allah. Instead of being closely hidden or blotted out—as they will have been from 
the consciousness of mankind — they will stand out as from the consciousness of Allah, which is all-embracing 
and never suffers from sleep or fatigue. 


6250. Allah's knowledge is full and vigilant at all times. But on that day it will reveal to men secrets 
which they had long forgotten; for the Book of their Deeds will be made manifest at Judgement. 
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INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY TO SURAH 10l—AL QARIAH 


This Makkan Sirah describes the Judgement Day as the Day of Clamour, when men will 
be distracted and the landmarks of this world will be loa, but every deed will be weighed in a 
jast balance, and find ite rea) value and setting. ' 


C, 241, —How will the senses of man stand the Noise 
(01-L.) And Clamour of the great Day of Account, 
‘Whereon this life's old landmarks will vanish, 
And men will be belples like scamered moths? 
Nay, but a Balance of Justice will weigh 
Acd appraise all Deeds: and those whose good 
Will show substance and weight will achieve a Life 
Of good pleasure and satfaction. while tho 
Whose good will be light will find themselves, 
Alas, in « blazing Pit of Punshment. 
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6251. The Day of Noise and Clamour is the Day of Judgement, when the whole of the present order of 
things will be overthrown with a tremendous convulsion, C/ n. 6235 to 991, and n. 6096 to 88:1. All our present 
landmarks will be lost. It will be a stunning experience to begin with, but it will inaugurate a new world 
of true and permanent values, in which every human deed will have its true and just consequences, as if weighed 
in the balance. See verses 6-11 below. 


6252. Moths are frail light things. To see them scattered about in a violent storm gives some idea of the 
confusion, distress, and helplessness in which men will be at first overwhelmed on the Day of Account. Old 
memories will be like a book almost blotted out. New hopes will be vague in a new world just rising on the 
horizon. But it will be a perfectly just world, and no good action will be lost and no evil one but will have 
its compensating value estimated. 


6258. Cf n. 5682 to 70:9. The mountains are solid things, which seem as if nothing could move them. 
But in that tremendous cataclysm they will be scattered about like flakes of teased or carded wool. This is 
a metaphor to show that what we consider very substantial in this life will be as an airy nothing in the spiritual 
world. 


6254. The Good Deeds will be weighed and appraised. This appraisement will be of the nicest and justest 
kind: for it will take into account motives, temptations, provocations, surrounding conditions, antecedents, 
subsequent amends, and all possible connected circumstances. Against them, presumably, will be deeds of 
the opposite kind, appraised in the same way. If the good predominates, the judgement will be in the man's 
favour, and he wil] be ushered into a life of good pleasure and satisfaction. This will of course be on another 
plane. (R), 
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of punishment sidleed oo the sina of the Individual dnnen concerned, 


Intro. to Stirah 102 1689 


INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY TO SURAH 102—AL TAKATHUR 


This probably early Makkan Sirah gives a warning against acquisitiveness, #.¢., the passion 
for piling up quantities or numbers, whether in the good things of this world, or in manpower 
or in other forms of megalomania, which leave no time or opportunity for pursuing the higher 
things of life. 


C. 282.— Be not engrossed in things ephemeral, 
(102:1-8.) To the neglect of higher things in life. 
Life is but short, and Death will soon claim you. 
Oh that men would only learn, 
Before it is too late, the serious 
Issues of the higher life] They must 
Taste the consequences of their neglect, 
For every good enjoyed they must 
In the Hereafter give a strict account. 
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6257. Acquisitiveness, that is, che passion for seeking an increase in wealth, position, the number of adherents 
or followers or supporters, mass production and mass organisation, may affect an individual as such, or it 
may affect whole societies or nations, Other people's example or rivalry in such things may aggravate the situation. 
Up to a certain point it may be good and necessary, But when it becomes inordinate and monopolises attention, 
it leaves no time for higher things in life, and a clear warning is here sounded from a spiritual point of view. 
Man may be engrossed in these things till death approaches, and he looks back on a wasted life, as far as 
the higher things are concerned. 


6258. That is, until the time comes when you must lie down in the graves and leave the pomp and 
circumstance of an empty life. The true Reality will then appear before you. Why not try to strive for a little 
understanding of that Reality in this very life? 


6259. Three kinds of yagin (certainty of knowledge) are described in n. 5675 to 69:51. The first is certainty 
of mind or inference mentioned here: we hear from someone, or we infer from something we know: this refers 
to our own state of mind. If we instruct our minds in this way, we should value the deeper things of life better, 
and not waste all our time in ephemeral chings. But if we do not use our reasoning faculties now, we shall 
yet see with our own eyes, the Penalty for our sins. It will be certainty of sight. We shall see Hell. See next 
verse. But the absolute certainty of assured Truth is that described in 69:51. That is not liable to any human 


error or psychological defect. 


6260. See 19:71-72, and n. 2518. 
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6261. We shall be questioned, 1¢, we shall be held responsible for every kind of joy we indulge in— 
whether it was false pride or delight in things of no value, or things evil, or the enjoyment of things legitimate —the 
last, to see whether we kept this within reasonable bounds. 
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INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY TO SURAH 108—AL ASR 


This carly Makkan Sirah refers to the testimony of Time through the Ages, All history 
shows that Evil came to an evil end. But Time is always in favour of those who have Faith, live 
clean and pure lives, and know how to wait, in patience and constancy. Cf the theme of S. 95 


C. 283. — Waste not, nor misuse, your life. Time 
(103:1-8.) Through the Ages bears witness that nothing remains 
But Faith and Good Deeds, and the teaching of Truth 
And the teaching of Patience and Constancy. 
But for these, Man against Time is in loss! 
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6262, Al Ast may mean: (1) Time through the Ages, or long periods, in which case it comes near to 
the abstract idea of Time, Dahr, which was sometimes deified by the Pagan Arabs (see Introduction to S. 
76.); (2) or the late afternoon, from which the Asr canonical prayer takes its name (see mn. 27] to 2:258). 
A mystic use of both these ideas is understood here. An appeal is made to Time as one of the creations of 
Allah, of which everyone knows something but of which no one can fully explain the exact significance. Time 
searches out and destroys everything material. No one in secular literature has expressed the tyranny of “never- 
resting Time™ better than Shakespeare in his Sonnets. For example, see Sonnets 5 (“never-resting Time”), 12 
(“Nothing ‘gainst Time's scythe can make defense”), and 64 (“When T have seen by Time's fell hand defaced, 
the rich proud cost of outworn buried age”). If we merely ran a race against Time, we shall lose. It is the 
spiritual part of us that conquers Time. See verse 3 below. For the “afternoon” idea sce next note. 


6265. If life be considered under the metaphor of a busines bargain, man, by merely attending to his 
material gains, will lose. When he makes up his day's account in the afternoon, it will show a loss, It will 
only show profit if he has Faith, leads a good life, and contributes t social welfare by directing and encouraging 
other people on the Path of Truth and Constancy. 


6264. Faith is his armour, which wards off the wounds of the material world; and his righteous life is 
his positive contribution to spiritual ascent, 


6265. If he lived only for himself, he would not fulfil his whole duty. Whatever good he has, especially 
in moral and spiritual life. he must spread among his brethren. so that they may see the Truth and stand 
by it in patient hope and unshaken constancy amidst all the storm and stress of outer life. For he and they 
will then have attained Peace within: 
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APPENDIX XI 
Oaths and Adjurations in the Qur'an 


1. An oath is an invocation of the name of Allah or of some person or object held sacred 
by the person using the invocation, to witness the truth of a solemn affirmation and to emphasise 
that affirmation. 


2. An adjuration is a solemn appeal to a person or persons to do some act or to believe 
some important statement by the evidence of something great or sublime or remarkable or out 
of the ordinary. 


$. On these subjects as thus defined, let us review the teaching of the Holy Qur'an. 


4. Among the Pagan Arabs the use of oaths became so common that it almost ceased to 
have any solemn meaning. On the other hand, when they wanted to suppress the rights of women 
or do some unjust acts, they would resort to an oath to do so, and then plead that they were 
bound by their oath when pressure was brought to bear on them to desist from their injustice. 
Thus, they doubly dishonour oaths: they took the name of Allah lightly, and on the other hand, 
they made an oath an excuse for not doing what was right and just. It is much to be feared that 
Our Own contemporaries are not free from such forms of disrespect to Allah. 


5. Such practices are condemned in the strongest terms in the Qur'din. “Make not Allah's 
name an excuse in your oaths against doing good, or acting rightly, or making peace between 
persons” (2:224). Perjury is condemned as deception which hurts both the deceiver and the deceived. 
“Take not your oaths to practise deception between yourselves, with the result that someone's foot 
may slip after it was firmly planted, and ye may have to taste the evil consequences of having 
hindered men from the Path of Allah, and a mighty Wrath descend on you" (16:94). See also 
3:77. You must not only fulfil your oaths, but you must fulfil all covenants, express or implied, 
and all your obligations of every kind, without reference to an oath: 5:1, n, 682. 


6. Considering the harm caused by thoughtless oaths, in which there was no intention to 
deceive or to do wrong, it is provided that they may be expiated for. “Allah will not call you to 
account for what is futile in your oaths, but He will call you to account for your deliberate oaths: 
for expiation feed ten indigent persons. ..or clothe them, or give a slave his freedom. If that is 
beyond your means, fast for three days. That is the expiation for the oaths ye have sworn. But 
keep to your oaths” (5:89). See also 2:225 and 66:2. 


7. Some examples may be cited of the false oaths which were used for deception. The 
Hypocrites, “in whose hearts is a disease’, “swore their strongest oaths by Allah” that they would 
be with the Muslims, but treachery was in their hearts (5:55-56). See also 24:53, On the other 
hand, the oath of Joseph's wicked brethren, “By Allah!", in speaking to their father, (12:85), seems 
to be a mere expletive, used lightly, and therefore worthy of condemnation. 


8. In passages like the following, the oath seems to be emphatic and solemn as in a court 
of law: - 


12:66 — By Joseph's brethren, at Jacob's request. 

12:78 — By Joseph's brethren, to the Egyptains. 

21:57 — By Abraham, to the Polytheists. 

26:97 — By the denizens of Hell, when they realise their wrong. 

37:56 — By the nghteous one in. heaven, when he realises the great danger he escaped in life. 
38:82 — By the Power of Evil, who solemnly swears by the power of Allah. 

46:34 — By the denizens of Hell, when they realise the Truth. 
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9. In the following passages addressed by Allah to men, an appeal is made to man's realisation 
of Allah's own greatness, goodness, and glory, or Allah's special relationship to man as Creator, 
Cherisher, and Protector, to teach him the lesson of truth and right conduct. In English phrase 
it might be rendered: “As I am thy Lord God, believe in Me and follow My Word.” 


. 


4:65 — “By thy Lord” (they can have no real faith until. . .). 

15:92 — “By thy Lord” (We will call them to account). 

16:56 — “By Allah” (ye shall be called to account), 

16:68 — “By Allah” (We sent messengers), 

19:68 — “By thy Lord” (We shall gather them together). 

$4: $3 — “By my Lord (said by the Prophet to assure men of the coming of the Hour of 


Judgement). 

64:7 — i ‘5 ‘3 »» * 

51:25 — “By the Lord of heaven and earth” (this is the very Truth). See also 70:40 (paragraph 
12 below). 


10. Another way in which an appeal is made to men is by the evidence of the life of the 


Prophet, whose truth and purity were known to them, or by the Holy Qur'fn, whose wonderful power over 
the hearts of men was a miracle which they witnessed before thetr eyes: 


15:72 — “By thy life” (to enforce the lesson of the unspeakable crime of Lot's people), 
36:2 — “By the Qur‘in, Full of wisdom” (to show the Prophet's inspiration) 
3&1 —. “By the Qur'an, Full of admonition” (to show the error of the Unbelievers), 
43:2 — “By the Book that Makes things clear” (to show that Revelation ts reasonable and 
conformable to truth) 
“2 — * 7 P " r 
Se] — “By the Glorious Qur'in, Full of wisdom” (to'quell the wonder of the ignorant) 


ll. Now we come to the great mystic passages in the Makkan SUrahs, in which men are 
adjured to turn to the wonders of the spiritual world by striking phrases full of sublimity, full 
of mystery, full of symbolism, and using the wonders of the heavens and the earth by way of illustration. 
They are the despair of the translator, because the words used are widely comprehensive, with 
little that is precise in them. There are layers upon layers of meaning, and only the profoundest 
spiritual experience can probe their depths. An attempt has been made in the notes to analyse 
and explain some of their meanings. All that we can do here is to bring them together into 
juxtaposition, to help the earnest student. They may be divided into three categories: (1) those 
introduced by the words “La ugsimu”™ (I do swear or I do call to witness), (2) those introduced 
by the particle wa, which is the general form of adjuration, and (3) those, mainly concerned with 
the Judgement to come, which are introduced by the adverb “tdha™ (when). 


12, La uqsimu (with the first person singular) implies that special attention is drawn to 
something by a personal and beneficent God, and an appeal is made to His creatures: 


56:75 — “The setting of the stars.” Other glories may set, but not the glory of Revelation. 
69:38 — “What ye see and what ye see not.” Revelation is good for both outer and inner life. 
70:40 — “The Lord of all points in the East and the West.” Allah's Kingdom extends everywhere. 
75:1-2 — “The Resurrection Day and the self-reproaching spirit.” Evil should be eschewed. 
81:15-18 — “Planets, Night, and Dawn.” Nature may vary, but Allah's Light is ever the same. 
84:16:18 — “The ruddy glow of sunset, the Night, the Moon.” Man must travel from stage to stage. 
90:1-8 — “This City (of Makkah) and mystic ties.” Man is created for toil and struggle, but Allah 
has given him guidance. 
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13. The great mystic Symbols or Signs, introduced by the particle wa, by which man is 
adjured to turn to the higher life, are rich in suggestive imagery, which loses part of its charm 
by any attempt at precise definition: 


37:1 “By those who range themselves in ranks”. 
51:1-4 — “By the (Winds) that scatter broadcast” etc. 
51:7 — “By the heaven with its numerous Paths” etc. 
52:1-6 — “By the Mount (of Revelation)” etc. 
53:1 — “By the Star when it goes down.” 
68:1 — “By the Pen and by the Record which men write’ 
74:32-34 — “By the Moon, the Night, the Dawn”. 
77:1-5 — “By the (Winds) sent forth (to man’s profit)” etc. 
79:1-5 — “By the (Angels) who tear out” etc. 
85:1-3 — “By the Sky (displaying) the Zodiacal Signs” etc. 
86:1 — “By the Sky and the Night-Visitant (therein)”. 
86;11-12 — “By the Firmament which returns (in its round), and by the Earth” etc. 
89:1-5 — “By the Break of Day”, etc. 
91:1-8 — “By the Sun and its (glorious) splendour, By the Soul. . ”” etc. 
92:1-3 — “By the Night as it conceals (the light); By the Day as it appears in glory” etc, 
93:1-2 — “By the Glorious morning Light” etc. 
95:1-8 — “By the Fig and the Olive” etc. 
100:1-5 — “By the (Steeds) that run with panting breath” etc. 
103:1 — “By (the Token of) Time (through the Ages)" 


14. The great mystic Symbols introduced by the adverb “when” (idha) do not in form belong 
to the category of Adjurations, but their mystic meaning and imagery bring them within this category. 
They refer to the end of the present order of things, and the inauguration of the new world of 
perfect spiritual values, but they need not necessarily be understood in a definite sequence of time 
such as we know it, for the spiritual world overlaps the material: 


77:8-11 — “When the Stars become dim” etc. 
81:1-18 — “When the Sun is folded up” etc. 
82:1-4 — “When the Sky is cleft asunder” etc. 
84:1-5 — “When the Sky is rent asunder" etc. 
99:1-3 — “When the Earth is shaken” etc. 


15. Every Symbol is connected with the argument of the passage concerned, by way of 
metaphor or illustration. See n. 5798 to 74:32. The appropriate meaning suggested is explained 
in the notes to cach passage as it occurs. . 


Intro. to Sirah 104 1697 


INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY TO SURAH 104—AL HUMAZAH 


This Makkan Sarah condemns all sorts of scandal, backbiting, and selfish hoarding of wealth, 
as dearoyng the hearts and affections of men. 


C. 284.— Woe to the man or woman who deals 

(104:1-9.) In scandal, in word or act, or by insults 
Or suggestions. Woe to the backbiter, cen 
If his tale is true, for the taint is in his motive. 

| Woe to the miser who blocks up the channels 

Of use and service and dams up his wealth, 
As if he could remain in possession 
For all time! The Fire of Wrath will envelop them 
And wither up their hearts and minds, and consume 
That largeness of life which is the portion of mankind. 
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Surah 104. 























Al Humazah (The Scandalmonger) alc ele 


in the name of Allah, Most Gracious, 


Liss ss ‘ 
Most Meretful. FeS Ns, : 


1. Hoe to every 
(Kind of) scandalmonger 
And backbiter,**** 


My aJeit; © 


2. Who pileth up wealth beter Ler ee 
And layeth it by, pda 0 Cerca 6: 
§. Thinking that his wealth 
Would make him last 


Forever | 


4. By no means! He will 
© sure to be thrown into 
That which Breaks to Pieces, **4" 


5. And what will explain 
To thee That which Breaks 
To Pieces? 


G. (It is) the Fire 
Of (the Wrath of) Allah 
Kindled (to a blaze), 


EPA NEO. 


7. The which doth mount 
(Right) to the Hearts:"*"* 


ONIN SA CRIEO 


§. It shall be made 
Into a vault over them, 


csr ow ae fe 
AF eile! 

ae h ee. 
patseg 


6266, ‘Three vices are here condemned in the setongest terma: (1) scandalmongering, talking or suggesting 
evil af menor women by word or innuendo, or behaviour, ar mimicry, of sarcasm, or insult; (2) decracting 
from their character behind their backs, even if the things suggested are true, where the motive is evil; (3) 
piling up wealth, mot for use and service to those who need it, but in miserly hoards, as if such hoards can 
pesieng the misecré life or give him tomortality: miserliness is itself a kind of scandal, 

6267. Hutamah: that which smashes or breaks to pieces: an apt description of the three antisocial vices 
condemned. For scandalmongering and backbiting make any sort of cohesion or mutual confidence impossible; 
and the miser's hoards block up the channels of economic service and charity, and the circulation of good-will 
among men 

f2hb. This Fire of Punishment mounts right up to the heart and minds of such men, and shots them 
out of the love-of their fellows “Heart in Arabic means not only the seat of affection, pity, charity, ete, 
but alo of understanding and intelligent appreciation of things. 

£269, Those guiley of these vices will be choked and enffocated, for this Vaule of Fire will cover them 
all over, and its scorching columns will excend over a far wider area than they imagine. 


9. In columns outstretched,“ 








Intro. to Sirah 105 1699 


INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY TO SURAH 105—AL FIL 


This early Makkan Sirah refers to an event that happened in the year of the birth of our 
Holy Prophet, say about 570 A.C. Yemen was then under the rule of the Abyssinians (Christians), 
who had driven out the Jewish Himyarite rulers. Abrahah Ashram was the Abyssinian governor 
or viceroy. Intoxicated with power and fired by religious fanaticism, he led a big expedition against 
Makkah, intending to destroy the Ka’bah. He had an elephant or elephants in his train. But his 
sacrilegious intentions were defeated by a miracle. No defence was offered by the custodians of 
the Kabah as the army was too strong for them. But a shower of stones, thrown by flocks of birds, 
destroyed the invading army almost to a man. The stones produced sores and pustules on the 
skin, which spread like a pestilence. (R). 


C. 285.—Let not man be intoxicated with power 
(105;1-5.)' Or material resources: they cannot defeat 
The purpose of Allah, So Abrahah Ashram 
Found to his cost. His sacrilegious attack 
On the holy Fane of Allah brought about 
His own undoing: what seemed but frail 
Destroyed his mighty hosts in a day! 


1700 


Sirah 105. 
Al Fit (The Elephant) cre AUN aS GR 
In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, ves “ 
“1. Seest*** thou ‘not se Dg ee ae ae Senet sot 
How thy Lord dealt wa; Menger oh 
With the people | Fi 1 aoe 
Of the Elephanv . Jahr 
2. Did He not make fa, a: >} Se aes e 
Their treacherous a . esas her just sl {> 


Go astray? 


4. And He sent against them 


Flights of Birds," 3 SINGS CSET a) 


4. Striking them with stones“ = 
Of baked clay, poor} 


- 


Sete © 


5. Then did He make them BD a, \— SE 
Like an empty field**"* | Jets aie i) 
Of stalks and straw, . 

(Of which the corn) 
Has been eaten up." 





6270. Sees thow noi!—i« with thy mental vislon, The incident happened inthe very year of the Holy 
Prophet's birth, barely nwo months before it 


6271. These were the troope al Abrahah the Abyminian, who invaded Makkah with a large army, in which 
were some elephants See Iniroduction to this Sirah. 


6272 The miracle consisted in the birds coming in large figho and flinging mones wt the army which 
caused a great pestilence to are and demroy the whole of Abrahah’ army 


6279, Seyil- ere o. 1570 oo 11. The word also occurs at 15:74. Stones of baked clay, or hard as baked 
clay, are pant of the miracle jin the story. 


62. A field from which al) the corm has been eaten op and only etree with walks of etubbte ip bef, 
ma field dead and welem And suck was the army of Abrahah—dead and werles. Another posible rendering 
would be, “like can scraw and enabble found in the dung of animals” The meaning eoold be the same, 
but mech more emphatic. 


62750 The lesson to be drawn is twofold. For the Pagan Quraysh of Makkah it was Allah will protect 
His ows, Hf poe persecute the Holy Propbei, be is greater than the mere building of the Kabah: will pot Allah 
protect him? For men in all ages it i: ‘a man ineowicated with power can prepare armies and material resources 
againas Allah's Holy Plan: bet such a man’s plan will be his own undoing: he cannot prevail against Allah’ 


Intro. to Sirah 106 1701 


INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY TO SURAH 106—QURAYSH 


This Makkan Sirah may well be considered as a pendant to the last. If the Quraysh were 
fond of Makkah and proud of it, if they profited, by its central position and it guaranteed security, 
from their caravans of trade and commerce, let them be grateful, adore the One True God, and 
accept His Message. 


C. 286.— Who gave the Quraysh their talents for the arts 
(106:1-4.) Of peace, for trade and commerce, and for journeys 
South and north at proper seasons, 
And made their home inviolable in Makkah? 
Surely they, if any, should adore their Lord 
And listen to His Message of Unity and Truth. 













Sirah 106. 
Quraysh (The Tribe of Quraysh) tie Se 
In the Allah, Most Gracious, sha a ? : 
Set idan sea ost Merciful. aps 
1. the covenants oper sf 

fF apesiry cel eee SGLY ©) 


Enjoyed) by the Quraysh."7? 


aa ES tals 


HIGGS VEEO 


4. Who provides them 
With food against hunger,“*™ 
And with security Be a 


Against fear (of danger). ht desley 


6276, The Quraysh were the nobies: tribe of Arabia, the cribe oo which belonged the Holy Prophet himself 
They had the custody of the Karbah ube central shrine of Arabis, and their pousession of Makkah gave them 
a triple achvaniage (1) they had a commanding influence ower other uibes, (2) chert central powsion farisatrd 
trode ond inserowrer, which gave them bovh honour and predic: anal (5) dhe Maka territory teeing, by Arabian 
como, ieiclabte fram the mvage! of war and private feuds, (hey bad a secure position, free from fear of 
danger, This honour and advantage they owed to their position as serverie of the sacred abrine of the Kabah. 
They owed ji to Allah. Was ki mot therefore right and fitting that they should adore ihe One True God. and 
listen oo His Memage of Unity and Purity, broughs by His Prophet) 


Ta those dew of geneval ineccority thei: presage as commdians of Makiah enabled them to obtain Co-rnacn 
of security and safeguard from the rulers of neighbouring cowntries on all sides —Syria, Perea, Yermen. and 
Alpaainia — protecting their trade journey in all seasona. 


pre mqeblos O 


— # 


6277. See lam none, espectally section (¥). On sceount of thelr rade journeys to the warmah of Yemen 
in the wince and ihe cooler regions of Syria and the north in the summer, The Qureyh became practised 
aa polished medium of literary expremion. 


6278, The Ka'bah 


6278. Their cede caravans enriched them. and drew peogle from distant parts to wisi Makkah ond bring 


6280, Their cerriiory being inviolable, they did not suffer from the dangen of constant warlare nor from 
private feuds of wengeance or breeches of the peace in their secure homes, 


Intro. to Surah 107 17038 


INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY TO SURAH 107—AL MA'UN 


This Sirah —at least the first half of it— belongs to the early Makkan period. The subject 
matter is the meaning of true worship, which requires Faith, the practical and helpful love of 
those in need, and sincerity rather than show in devotion and charity. 


C. 287.— What remains if you deny all Faith 
(107:1-7.) And personal Responsibility? Why then 
Help the helpless or teach others 
Deeds of Charity? Vain were worship 
Without heart and soul. What think ye of men 
Who make great show, but fail to meet 
The simple needs of daily life? 
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Sirah 107. 

Al Matin (The Neighbourly Assistance) Cee Qala 

In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, ON EEA i , 
Most Merciful. AHS 

1. Deest thou one erki ty (Om a4 
oa denies the Judgement***! LAN SIS 3) IO 
(To come)? 

2. Then such is the (man) Pd pk ot tT ee 
Who repulses the orphan mod Fae ses 
(With harshness), 

3. And encourages not®?* ee 74 ae Bg ee 
The feeding of the indigent. SJ eb de 225 © 


4. So woe to the worshippers CAAMISSO 


- 


5. Who are neglectful SBA © oh A GRO ae 
Of their Prayers,**™ le ae eee vu ig 
6. Those who (want but fio kek- Ge 
To be seen ee ee) am RST eye '?) 
7. But refuse (to supply) Bie Acore 
(Even) neighbourly needs.**** Ue lslogares 





6281, Din may mean either (1) the Judgement to come, the responsibility in the moral and spiritual world, 
for all actions done by men, or (2) Faith, Religion, the principles of right and wrong in spiritual matters, 
which often conflict with selfish desires or predilections. It is men who deny Faith or future responsibility, 
that treat the helpless with contempt and lead arrogant selfish lives. 


6282. The Charity or Love which feeds the indigent at the expense of Self is a noble form of virtue, which 
is beyond the reach of men who are so callous as even to discourage or forbid or look down upon the virtue 
of charity or kindness in others. 


62853. True worship does not consist in the mere form of prayer, without the heart and mind being earnestly 
applied to seck the realisation of the presence of Allah, and to understand and do His Holy Will. 


6284. Cf. 4:142: “When they stand up to prayer, they stand without earnestness, to be seen of men, but 
Merle do.thep held Alich dn. eumambrance” 


6285. Hypocrites make a great show of hollow acts of goodness, devotion, and charity. But they fail signally 
if you test them by little acts of neighbourly help or charity, the thousand little courtesies and kindnesses of 
daily life, the supply of needs which cost little but mean much. 


Intro. to Surah 108 1705 


INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY TO SURAH 108—AL KAWTHAR 


This very brief early Makkan Sirah sums up in the single mystic word Kawthar (Abundance) 
in hatred means the cutting off of all hopes of this life and the Hereafter. 


C. 288.—To the man of God, rich in divine 
(108:1-3.) Blessings, is granted a Fountain unfailing, 
That will quench the spiritual thirst of millions. 
Turn, then, in devotion and sacrifice to Allah, 
Nor heed the venom of Hatred, which destroys 
Its own hopes, alas, of the present and the future! 


T706 


Sirah 108 
Ai Kawthar (The Abundance) Mu eis Skate 
In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Seles =e 


ath col 3 
Most Merciful. Ae a, : 


1. @o thee have We ae Pes: # |) LEG ie 
Granted the Fount pas) 1 


(of Abundance).**** 


2. Therefore to thy Lord ata foe 
‘Turn in Prayer = iy BE} Joes (> 
And Sacrifice." 


§. For he who hateth thee—*™* steer k ee 
He will be cut off FAN ya ES | OD 
(From Future Hope). 





6286. Aowthar literally means “good in abundance’, It is the abundant bounty which Allah bestowed 
on Prophet Muhammad (peace be on him). This includes a river (or fountain) in heaven of this name which 
Allah has promised the Prophet (peace be on him). [Eds]. 


6287. He who grants these blessings is Allah, and to Allah alone must we turn in adoration and thanks 
giving, and in sacrifice Nahr = sacrifice: in a restricted ritual sense, the sacrifice of camels: see ni. TALS wo 
22-36. But the rinual sa mere Symbol. Behind it ia a deep spiritual meaning; the meat slaughtered: feeds 
the poor, and the slaughter is a symbol of the self-sacrifice in our hearts. “It is not their meat nor their 
blend, that reaches Allah; it is your piety that reaches Him" (22:37). 


6288. Hatred and spite are not constructive contributions to the work of this world, but its opposites. 
Abt Jahl and his Pagan confederates vented their personal spite and venom against the Holy Prophet by taunting 
him with the low of his two infane sons by Khadijah, but where were these venomous detractors 2 few years 
afterwards, when the divine Light shone more brilliantly than ever? It was theae that were cut off from all 
furure hope, in this world and the next. 


Intro. to Surah 109 1707 


INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY TO SURAH 109—AL KAFIRUN 


This is another early Makkan Sirah. It defines the right attitude to those who reject Faith; 
in matters of Truth we can make no compromise, but there is no need to persecute or abuse anyone 
for his faith or belief. 


C. 289.—The man of Faith holds fast to his faith, 
(109:1-6) Because he knows it is true. The man 
Of the world, rejecting Faith, clings hard 
To worldly interests. Let him mind 
His worldly interests, but let him not 
Force his interests on men sincere 
And true, by favour, force or fraud. 
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Strah 109. 
Al Kafirtin (Those Who Reject Faith) }) : CPR. Qa 
In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, SSP ‘s 
Most Merciful. anata 7 
i > ay: @) ye die i Byler BOs), < til oot 
Fe bent Af cerset nore SO 
2. 1 worship not that , L BR°S 7B Act <e 
Which ye worship, WA» Lacel Y {op 
3. Nor will ye worship Sdetur cp 7 od tee 
That which I worship.*?* Aci ove ly; &) 
4. And I will not worship oe oo Meee 
That which ye have been pack b 0) 
Wont to worship, 
5. Nor will ye worship Peters g 7 od baa, s 
That which I worship. AAMoyatecilY 


6. To you be your Way, es) z K<i 5 ay 

And to me mine.**" V2 I> 

6289. Faith is a matter of personal conviction, and does not depend on worldly motives. Worship should 
depend on pure and sincere Faith, but often does not: for motives of worldly gain, ancestral custom, social 
conventions or imitative instincts, or a lethargic instinct to shrink from enquiring into the real significance 
of solemn acts and the motives behind them, reduce’a great deal of the world's worship to sin, selfishness, 
or futility. Symbolic idols may themselves be merely instruments for safeguarding the privileges of a selfish 
priestly class, or the ambitions, greed, or lust of private individuals. Hence the insistence of Islam and its 
Teacher on the pure worship of the One True God. The Prophet firmly resisted all appeals to worldly motives, 
and stood firm to his Message of eternal Unity. 





6290. Verses 2-3 describe the conditions as they were at the time when this Sirah was revealed, and may 
be freely paraphrased: ‘I am a worshipper of the One True God, the Lord of all, of you as well as of myself, 
but you on account of your vested interests have not the will to give up your false worship, of idols and self, 
Verses 4-5 describe the psychological reasons; ‘I, being a prophet of Allah do not and cannot possibly desire 
to follow your false ancestral ways; and you, as custodians of the false worship, have not the will to give up 
your ways of worship, which are wrong’, The “will” in the translation represents less the future tense than 
the will, the desire, the psychological possibility; it tries to reproduce the Arabic noun-agent. 


6291. ‘I, having been given the Truth, cannot come to your false ways; you, having your vested interests, 
will not give them up. For your ways the responsibility is yours: IT have shown you the Truth. For my ways 
the responsibility is mine; you have no right to ask me to abandon the Truth. Your persecutions will be in 
vain; the Truth must prevail in the end’. This was the attitude of Faith then: but it is true for all time. Hold 
fast to Truth, “in scorn of consequence”. 


Intro. to Stirah 110 1709 


INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY TO SURAH l1l0—AL NASR. 


beautiful Sirah was the last of the Siirahs to be revealed as a whole, though the portion 


of the verse 5:5, ochiicteinad wh re ee etc., contains probably the 
last words of the Qur'an to be revealed. 


The date of this Sirah was only a few months before the passing away of the Holy Prophet 
from this world, Rabf J, A.H. ll. The place was either the precincts of Makkah at his Farewell 
Pilgrimage, Dhu al Hiyjah, A.H, 10, or Madinah after his return from the Farewell Pilgrimage. 


Victory is the crown of service, not an occasion for cxultation. All victory comes from the 
help of Allah. 


C. 290,—For that which is right the help of Allah. 
(110:)-3)- Is ever nigh, and victory! 
When the spirit of men is stirred, they come 
To the flag of faith in troops and battalions, 
They are to be welcomed: but Praise and Glory 
Belong to Allah: to Him we humbly 
Turn and pray for Grace: for He 
Is Oft-Returning in Grace and Mercy. 
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Stirah 110. 

Al Nasr (The Help) : false Nan 

In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, az cay < . 
Most Merciful. SS, ee 


1, Bhhen comes the Help a . Lg? 10 oe. SE AES 
Of Allah, and Victory, | Ch 5 al a elt 3} 


2. And thou dost see AK ee i 
The People enter Allah's Religion v* loins . 
In crowds, *** . : Ci pt ante ot cay = 
3. Celebrate the Praisés erage at ree eee 
Of thy Lord, and pray SST Bh ie 5 
For His Forgiveness:**** wane eee 
For He is Oft-Returning . | SAO Lilpole—.a5} 


(In Grace and Mercy). 


eee ee ee eee 

6292. The Prophet migrated from Makkah to Madinah, a hunted and persecuted man. In Madinah 
all the forces of cruth and righteousness rallied round him, and the efforts by the Makkans and their confederates 
to destroy him and his community recoiled on their own heads, Gradually all the outlying parts of Arabia 
ranged themselves round his standard and the bloodless conquest of Makkah was the crown and prize of his 
patience and constant endeavour, After that, whole tribes and tracts of country gave their adhesion to him 
collectively, and before his carthly ministry was finished, the soil was prepared for the conquest of the wide 
world of Islam. What was the lesson to be learnt from this little epitome of the world's history? Not man's 
self-glory, but humility; not power but service; not an appeal to man’s selfishness or self-sufficiency, but a 
realisation of Allah's Grace and Mercy, and the abundant outpouring of Allah's Praises in word and conduct. 


6293. Every man should humble himself before Allah, confess his human frailties, and seck Allah's grace — 
attributing any success that he gets in his work, not to his own merits, but to the goodness and mercy of Allah. 
But the Prophet of Allah had also another duty and privilege —to pray for grace and forgiveness for his people 
in case any of them had exulted in their victory or done anything that they should not have done. 


Intro. to Stirah I] 1711 


INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY TO SURAH Ill—AL MASAD or AL LAHAB 


This very early Makkan Sirah, though it referred in the first instance to a particular incident 
in a cruel and relentless persecution, carries the general lesson that cruelty ultimately ruins itself. 
The man who rages against holy things is burnt up in his own rage. His hands, which are the 
instruments of his action, perish, and he perishes himself. No boasted wealth or position will save 
him. The women, who are made for nobler emotions, may, if they go wrong, feed unholy rage 
with fiercer fuel—to their own loss. For they may twist the torturing rope round their own neck. 
It is a common experience that people perish by the very means by which they seek to destroy others. 


C, 291.—The Chosen One of Allah, in his earnest 

(111:1-5.) Desire to proclaim the Message, gathered 
His kin together to hear and judge 
With open minds between error and truth, 
Behold, the fiery “Father of Flame” 
Blazed up with foul abuse and curses, 
And said to the holy one: “Perish thou!” 
With his hands he took stones and cast them 
At the holy one's head. Purse-proud he headed 
Laid snares, tied thorns with twisted ropes 
Of prickly palm-leaf fibre, and strewed them 
In the holy one’s path on darkest nights, 
For cruel sport! But lo! the curses, 
Insults, spite, harmed not the Innocent, 
But hit the wrongdoers themselves 
And branded them with eternal infamy! 
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Sirah 111. 
Al Masad (The Plaited Rope) or : oa i I! 
Al Lahab (The Flame) 
In the name of Allah, Most Gractous, NEN SS 4 
Most Merciful. . ABDI . 
1. Perish the hands $5 GMa E33 
Of the Father of Flamet**™ Fis Pslyes © 
Perish he! 
2. No profit to him : tate Solig al o- SHEE 


From all his wealth, 
And all his gains! 


3. Burnt soon will he be CAA AI Cae 
In a Fire boleh HA} 


Of blazing Flame! 


aga aeten “Cites tis © 
The (crackling) wood — > 
As fuel! —*** 

5. A twisted rope a in Col . pay 
Of palm leaf fibre Patt olan 3 


Round her (own) neck! 





6294. Abu Lahab: “Father of Flame”, was the nickname of an uncle of the Holy Prophet, from his fiery 
hot temper and his ruddy complexion, He was one of the most inveterate enemies of carly Islam. When the 
Holy Prophet called together the Quraysh and his own kith and kin to come and listen to his preaching and 
his warning against the sins of his people, the “Father of Flame” flared up and cursed the Holy Prophet, saying 
“Perdition to thee!" According to the English saying. “the causeless curse will not come’, His words were futile, 
but his power and strength were equally futile, The star of Islam rose higher and higher every day, and its 
persecutors dwindled in strength and power. Many of the leaders of persecution perished at Badr, and Abt 
Lahab himself perished a week after Badr, consumed with grief and his own fiery passions. Verse 5 was prophetic 
of his end in this very life, though it also refers to the Hereafter. 


6295. Ab Lahab’s wife was a woman of equally passionate spite and cruelty against the sacred person 
of the Holy Prophet. She used to tie bundles of thorns with ropes of twisted palm-leaf fibre and carry them 
and strew them about on dark nights in the paths which the Prophet was expected to take, in order to cause 
him bodily injury. “To carry firewood” may also be symbolical for carrying tales between people to embroil 
them. This was also one of her vices. But she was laying up for herself another kind of Fire and another kind 
of Rope, the Fire of Punishment, and the Rope of Slavery to Evil. Thus does Evil prepare its own fate. This 
is the general lesson of sustained craft and crue] wrongdoing recoiling on the wrongdoer's head. See also 
Introduction to this Sirah. 


Intro. to Surah 112 1718 


INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY TO SURAH 112—AL IKHLAS 


f 
| 


This early Makkan Sirah sums up in a few terse words the Unity of the Godhead — often 
professed, but frequently mixed up in the popular mind with debasing superstitions. 


C. 292.—Keep Faith all pure and undefiled. 

(112:1-4.) There és Allah, the One and Only; 
Eternal, Free of all needs; on Whom 
Depend, to Whom go back, all things; 
He hath no son nor father nor partner. 
There is no person like unto Him. 
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Sirah 112. 
Al Ikhl& (The Purity of Faith) udevlise GAs 
In the name of Allah, Most Gractous, ioe igi il "5 
Most Merciful, = ; 

* fine One and Oni SaASisA Ss 
2, Allah, the Eternal, Absolute;#** eA. 


3. He begetteth not, aed erased ee reat | 
Nor is He begotten;"*** AS ply Ah '0) 


4. And there is none raga vie 4, a fee = it 
Like unto Him." —— lot va) ly {i} 





6206, The savure of Allah is here indicaced wo usin a few words, such aawe can undersund. Phe qualities 
of Allah are described in numerous places elaewhere, eg., in 59:22-24, 62:1, and £:255, Here we are specially 
caughe to avoid ibe pitfalls inte which men and nations have fallen at various times in crying to understand 
Allah. The first ching we have to mote is that His nature is ao sublime, oo far beyond our limited conceptions, 
that the beat way in which we can realise Him ia to fee. that He ida Pereonalisy, “He’, and not a mere abstract 
conception of philosophy. He is near us; He cares for us; we owe our existence to Him. S:comdly, He iv the 
One and Only God, the Only One to Whom worthip is due; all ocher things or beings that we can think of 
are His creaturesand in ne way comparable to Him. THrdly, He ip Exernal, without beginning or end, Absolute, 
not limited by time or place or circummance, the Realiry before which all other things or places are mere 
thadows or reflections Fourthly, we muat not think of Him as having a son or a father, for that would be 
ta import animal qualities (oro our conception of Him. Fifthly, He ia not ke any other person or thing that 
we know of can imagine; His qualities and nature are unique. 


6297, This 2 te negate the idea of Polytheiem, asyacem in which people belleve in gods many and lords 
many. Sach a ete ie opposed to our tract and profoundest conceptions of life, For Unity in Design, Unity 
in the fundamental facts of existence, proclaim the Unity of the Maker: 


6298. Samad is difficult to translate by one word, I have wed two, “Ecemal” and “Abrolute The latter 
implies: (1) chat absolute existence can only be predicted of Him; all other existence is temporal or conditional: 
(2) that He is dependent an no person oc things, but all persona or things ave dependent. on Hin, thus negativing 
the idea of gods and goddesses who ate and drank, wrangled and plotted, depended on the gilts of worshippers, 
etc, 


6290. This is to negacive the Christian idea of the godhead, “the Father’, “che only-kegooen Son” ete. 


F 
6M, This ams up the whole argument and warns oa specially against Anthropomorpham, the tendency 
to conceive of Allah after our own pattern, an insidious tendency chat creeps in at all times and among all peoples. 
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INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY TO SURAH 113—AL FALAQ 


This early Makkan Surah provides the antidote to superstition and fear by teaching us to 
seek refuge in Allah from every kind of ill arising from outer nature and from dark and evil plottings 
and envy on the part of others. 


C. 298.—It is Allah Who brings forth light from darkness, 

(118:1-5.) Life and activity from death, spiritual 
Enlightenment from ignorance and superstition 
Banish fear, and trust His Providence. 
No danger, then, from the outer world, 
No secret plottings from perverted wills, 
No disturbance of your happiness or good, 
Can affect the fortress of your inmost soul. 
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Surah 115. 



















Al Falag (The Daybreak) ae) Gals 


In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, 
Most Merciful. 


1, Say: 1 seek refuge*?*! 
With the Lord of the Dawn,‘ 


2. From the mischief — 
Of created things;**™ 


3. From the mischief 
Of Darkness as it overspreads;**™ 


4. From the mischief 
Of those who practise 
Secret Arts;®# 


5. And from the mischief 
Of the envious one 
As he. practises envy, **4 


ee 


- Pee “4 
STN) ale Ss a Co} 


6201, In Allah's created world, there are_all kinds of forees and counsterforces, especially those put in 
metion by beings whe have been endowed with some sort of will. The forces-of good may be compared to 
light, and those of evil to darkness. Allah can cleave the depths of darkness and produce light (6:96), and 
therefore. we should cast off fear and take refuge in divine guidance and goodness. 


6302, Faleg is the Dawn or Daybreak, the cleaving of darkness and the manifewation of light. This may 
be understood in various senses: (1) literally, when che darkness of the nighe is at its worst, raysof lighe pierce 
through and produce the dawn; (2) when the darkness of ignorance is at im worst, the light of Allah pierces 
through the soul and gives it enlightenment: 24:35; (3) non-existence is darkness, and life and activity may 
be cypified by light. The author and source of all crore light is Allah, and if we seek Him, we are free from 
ignorance, superstition, fear, and every kind of evil. 


6408, Seen. 630) above, Qur trast in Allah is the refuge from-every kind of fear-and superstition, every 
kind of danger and evil, Three special kinds of mischief are specified in the next three verses, against which 
our beet guard is our trust in Allah, the Light of the heavens and the earth, They are: (1) physical dangers, 
typified by darkness, (2) psychical dangers within us, typified by Secret Arts, anc (5) psychical dangers from 
without os, resulang from a perverted will, which aceks to destroy any good that we-enjoy, 


6304. The darkness of the might, physical darkness, a good type of physical dangers and difficulties. 
Many peaple are afraid of phyacal darkness, and all gre afraid of physical injuries, accidents, and calarnetics. 
We should not fear, but having taken reasonable precautions, (rust in Allah. 


6905. Those who proctae Secret Arty literally, “those (feminine) who blow on knoe), this having been 
a favourite form of witchcraft practised by perverted women. Such secret arta cause prychological terror. They 
may be what is called magic, of secret platings, of the display of falae and seductive charms {3:14}, or the 
ipreading of false and secret rumours or alanders to frighten men or deter them from right action. There 
ia fraud in such things, but men are swayed by it. They should casi off fear and do their duty 


6400, Malignant envy, translated into action, secks to destroy the happiness of the material or spiritual 
good enjoyed by other people, The best guard against it is trast in Allah with purity of heart, 
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“INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY TO SURAH 114—AL NAS 


This early Makkan Sirah is a pendant to the last Sirah, and concludes the Holy Qur'an, 
with an appeal to us to trust in Allah, rather than man, as our sure shield and protection. It 
warns us specially against the secret whispers of evil within our own hearts. 


C. 294.—Insidious Evil lies in wait 

(114:1-6.) For man, and loves to whisper and withdraw, 
Thus testing his will, But man can make 
Allah his sure shield; for Allah doth care 
For him and cherishes him: Allah is 
The heavenly King who gives him laws; 
And Allah is the Goal to which he will 
Return and be judged. Let man but place 
Himself in Allah's hands, and never can Evil 
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Strah ll4. 
Al Nas (Mankind)! 4 Ae ADIGA - QNAI 
In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, = soe ANS ‘ 
Most Merciful. DF 
1. Say: I seek refuge®?®” LRT art Tt orgie ak a 
With the Lord GANS sels OD 


And Cherisher of Mankind,*** 


2. The King (or Ruler) mal a ee ET, WG 
Of Mankind, ! © bls © 
3. The God (or Judge) ivan 
Of Mankind— lta) 
4. From the mischief BRE forte Km 
Of the Whisperer? wd vl) °F 'o) 


(Of Evil), who withdraws 
(After his whisper) — 


5. (The same) who whispers tid ect ho eied< “A fo’ 
Into the hearts of Mankind — UH a Sry es ° 

6. Among Jinns 4% 3 cE 
And among Men.**!° ASS y4 Sos)! i ©) 





6307. The previous Sirah pointed to the necessity of seeking Allah's protection against external factors 
which might affect an individual. Here the need of protection from internal factors, mankind being viewed 
as a whole, is pointed out, For this reason the threefold relation in which man stands to Allah is mentioned, 
as explained in the next note. ‘ 


6308, Man's relation to Allah may be viewed in three aspects: (1) Allah is his Lord, Maker, and Cherisher; 
Allah sustains him and cares for him; He provides him with all the means for his growth and development, 
and for his protection against evil; (2) Allah is his king or ruler; more than any earthly king, Allah has authority 
to guide man’s conduct, and lead him to ways which will make for his welfare; and He has given him laws; 
and (3) Allah is He to Whom mankind must return, ‘to give an account of all their deeds in this life (2:156); 
Allah will be the Judge; He is the goal of the Hereafter, and the only Being entitled to man’s worship at any 
time, From all these aspects man could and should seck Allah's protection against evil. 


6309, Evil insinuates itself in all sorts of insidious ways from within so as to sap man's will, which was 
given to man by Allah. This power of evil may be Satan or his host of evil ones, or evil men or the evil inclinations 
within man’s own will: for there are “evil ones among men and Jinns, inspiring each other with flowery discourses 
by way of deception” (6:112). They secretly whisper evil and then withdraw, to make their net the more subtle 
and alluring (ser also n. 941). 


6310. This last clause amplifies the description of the sources from which the whisper of evil may emanate: 
they may be men whom you may see or invisible spirits of evil working within, See last note. So long as we 
put ourselves in Allah's protection, and trust in Allah, evil cannot really touch us in our essential and inner life. 
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CONCLUSION 


C. 295.—Thus spake, inspired, our Holy Prophet, 
Muhammad, on whom we invoke Allah's blessings 


For ever and ever—we who are heirs 

To his teaching, his exernplary life, 

And the golden thread which he inwove 
Into the web of human history. 

In pious retreats he prayed; much thought 
He gave to Life's most obstinate tangles; 
‘Gainst odds he strove.with might and main; 
Wisely he, led; gently he counselled; 

And firmly he subdued Evil. 


C, 296.—Mantle-clad,“" he solved the most baffling 
Mysteries. His soul would scale 
The heights of Heaven, yet showered its love 
On the weak and lowly of this earth. 
Like a cloud that catches the glory of the Sun, 
The widow's cry, and the orphan's, found 
An answer in his heart, as did 
The cry of Penury and Need, 
He searched out those who felt no need, 
Being by pride or ignorance blinded, 
And he fulfilled their real wants. 
His last great charge summed up the rule 
Of spiritual life in linking Faith 
With one universal Brotherhood, 
Ah! ne'er shall we see such life again! 


C. 297.— But his clarion voice still speaks his message. 
His love and wisdom still pour forth 
Without stint the inexhaustible Treasures 
Of Allah, for whosoe'er will bring 
A purified heart to receive them, 
And ne'er did the world, impoverished 
By its own wayword lusts and greed, 
Need those treasures more than now! 


C. 298.— There's still with us much sorrow and sin, 
Injustice, oppression, wrong, and hate. 
Still does Arrogance deaden Conscience, 
Rob struggling souls of een the crumbs 
Of Pity, and make, of loathsome flesh 
And crumbling dust, fair-seeming Idols 
For worship, Still does Ignorance blow 
A mighty Horn and try to shame 
True Wisdom. Still do man drive Slaves— 
Protesting smoothly the end of Slavery! 





6311. An epithet applied to the Prophet in the Qur'an. See 74:1, n. 5778. I have in my mind a reminiscence 
of an Urdu Na't, or Song in praise of the Holy Prophet. (R). 
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Still does Greed devour the substance 
Of helpless ones within her power. 

Nay, more —the fine Individual Voice 
Is smothered in the raucous din 

Of Groups and Crowds that madly shout 
What they call Slogans New — 

Old Falsehoods long discredited. 


C.299.— What can we do to make Allah's Light .. 
Shine forth through the Darkness around us? 
We must first let it shine in our own true Selves 
With that Light in the niche of our inmost hearts 
We can walk with steps both firm and sure: 
We can humbly visit the comfortless 
And guide their steps. Not we but the Light 
Will guide! But oh! the joy of being found 
Worthy to bear the Torch, and to say 
To our brethren: “I too was in Darkness 
Comfortless, and behold, I have found 
Comfort and Joy in the Grace Divine!” 


C. 300.—Thus should we pay the dues of Brotherhood — 
By walking hum ly, side by side, 
In the Ways of the Lord. 
With mutual aid and comfort, 
And heartfelt prayer, 
Backed by action, 
That Allah's good Purpose 
May be accomplished 
In us all together! 


LENVOI 

Cowper wrote: “Oars alone can ne'er prevail to reach the distant coast; the breath of heaven 
must swell the sail, Or all the toil is lost” I praise and glorify the name of Allah that He has 
enabled His humble servant to complete in manuscripe the work of Interpretation at which he 
has systematically and unceasingly laboured for the last three years. My manuscript was completed 
in Lahore on the fourth of April 1937, my sixty-fifth birthday according to the solar calendar 
My inner history during these three years has been one of joyful and concentrated exploration. 
undisturbed by the storms that vexed my outer life. 1 had not imagined that so much human 
jealousy, misunderstanding, and painful misrepresentation should pursue one who seeks no worldly 
gain and pretends to no dogmatic authority. But I have been much consoled by numerous appreciative 
letters from distant readers. | thank them and wish them to feel that they and I are fellow riders 
(Arabic Zandt) on a steed of research in a field that is ufilimited in scope and sublime compared 
to all ordinary knowledge. Such ee eee ties of blood, or country, or 

any other joint enterprise whatsoever. 


The printer and ssinlahis bala ir tet Natta ih aia aeegainits dota Witkin 
two months. I have appended a short Index, which yet is fuller than is to be found in most Quranic 
Translations. A complete analytical Index, covering the text, notes, and commentary, such as | 
contemplated in my Preface. will take time to prepare, and will, if there is a demand. be issued 
as a separate volume at some future time. dit tha 


And so | take leave of thee. colaatariaiait tas: pea ‘eue-eay pnlhcae aniencesbine: as 
1 wish thee to pray for mine. , 


Wimbledon. England ‘Abdullah Ytisuf ‘Ali 
10 Ramadan 1356/ ' 
M4 November 1937 A.C. 
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Aaron, 2:248; 4:165; 6:84; 7:122: 7:142; 7:150-151; 10:75; 10:87; 10:89: n, 1837; 19:28; 19:53; 20:30-35; 
20:42; 20:70; 20:92-94; 21:48;23:45,48; 25:35-36; 26:13; 26:48; 28:34-35; 37:114-122 
‘Abasa, S.80 
Abbreviated letters, see Muqatt@t 
Ablution, see Purification, 4:43, 5:6 BAenty 
Abraham, 2-155; 2:156; 2:140; 2:260; 3:55; 3:84; 4:54; 6:74-84; 12:6; 12:38; 19:4; 21:51; 29-27; 38:7; 37-83 
and the Ka’bah, 2:125-127; $:96-97; 14:37; 22:26 : 
and the messengers, 11:69-76; 15:51-60; 29-31-32; 51-24-34 
angels visit him to announce son, 11:69-73; 15:51-56; 51:24-30 ’ 
an excellent example to follow, 60:4-6 
approached his Lord with a sound heart, $7:84 
argues with a sceptic, 2:258 
argues with father against idolatry, 4:74, 19:41-50 
argues with his people against idols, 21:51-71; 26-70-82, 29-16-18, 24-25: 57:83:98 
Book of, 53:37-54; 87:18-19 
chosen by Allah, 2:150; 16:121; 19:58 
confounds Nimrod, 2:258 
Friend of Allah, 4125 — . F 
fulfilled Allah's command, 2:124 
Hanif, the true in faith, 2:135; $:67; $:95; 4:125; 6:79; 6:16); bier 16-1238 
His example in dealing with unbelievers, 60:4-6 
in the ranks of the Righteous, 2:1$0; 16:122; 26:83; 29:27 
a model, 16:120-123 
not Jew nor Christian, 3:67 
not pagan 3:95 
of the company of the Elect and the Good, 38:47 
people of, 3:38: 9:70; 14-37; 22:45; 604-6 
Power and Vision, 38:45-46 ’ ' , 
prayer of, 2:126-129; 14:35-41; 19:48; 26:88-89; $7:100; 60:4'5 bihOb 160 
preaches to his people, 6:80-83 , 
religion of, 2:130-198; 2:135; $:65-68; $:95; 6-161; 22-78: 42-18 , 
remonstrates with Azar, 6:74; 9:114; 19:42-48: 21:52: 26: Lt 37:85-90; 43: 26-27 
rejects worship of heavenly bodies, 4:75.79 
sacrificing his son, $7:101-107 
saved from the fire, 21:68-71; 29:24; $7:97-98 
Station of, 2:125; $:97 
tried by Allah, 2:24; $7:106 
versus the idols, 6:74; 14:35; 21:52-67; 26:70-77; 29:16- 18; 29°25; $7:91-96 
was sent revelation, 4:163; 57:26 
watches the heavens, 6:75-78; $7:88-89 
Abrogation, 25106 i 
Aba Bakr al Siddiq, n. 1802; n. 2974 . 
Abi Lahab, (father of flame), 11:1-3 , 
‘Ad, people, 7:65-72; 7:74; 9:70; 11:50-60; 11:89: 14-9; 22:42; 25:38; 26:123-189; 29-38; 56:18}"40:81:; 
41:15-16; 46;21-26; 50:13; S1atas: 53:50; 54:18:21; 69:4; 69:6-8; 69:68" ' 
Adam, 
angels prostrated to him, 2:$4; 71}; 15:$0;'17:61; 18:50; 20-116: $@:72.79 
chosen by Allah, 8:33 
covenant of, 20:15  — : > 
creation of, 2:30; 15:26; 15-28-29; 15:33; wn 2 
Fall of, 2:36; 7:22-25; 7:27: n. 2640: 20:120-128 
repentance of, 2:37; 7:23; n. 4006 
seed of, 7:172-173; 19:58 
tempted by satan, 20:120-121 
taught the names of things, 2:31 
two sons of, 5:27-31 
‘Adiyat, al S. 100 
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Adjurations, see cathe in the Qur'an 
Admonition, 87-93-13, S8-21- 26 
Adopted sana, S34-5; 39:37 Pe 15% 
Adultery, wee Zina 
Agncublture, we Crope; Frum; Gardens. Grain, Orchards 
Abad. ' 1 
glad dings of green by Jems. 61:6 
wr ako Muhammad. foretold in Scripture 
Ahgaf, al, S46 
Aheoh, al, 5, 33 
Wishah bint Abi Bakr nn. 2962. and 2975; ta 24] and n 5529 to 661 
ala, al, §. a7 
diag, al, S 1 
Al ‘Imrfin, 5,53.) 
‘All ibn ABSTEHB, n. a7 
Allah, 
accepo tepeniance, 40-3: 42-35 
all beings in the heavens and earth declare His glory, 17:44; Bb20; 2179p) BAA; ATils Sel; 59:24: 
Gil, 62:1; 64 
all bounties are in His hand, 3:75 
all faces chall be humbled before Hien, 20-11 
all good is from Hien, 4:70) i: 3Qy Mich, 
all honour » with Him, 4:159; 10-65; 65:8 
all sounds shal) bumble themucives in His Presence. 20;108 
all things are from Hin, 4:78; 15:21 
amociair no partner with Him, 5:64; 4:36; 4248; 4-106; 5°72; 6:14) OBL, G88; 62106; 6:196-157; 
6-148; 6:15); 9:51; 10-28-29; EEO; W906; 19-93; 15:38; 165)-57; WTS; 16-86; 17-22, 17-99-40: 


17-56-57) VBR: UO; 28-5); 29-59; BS117; 24-65; 2668: BAATBB) P98) $0281; 9:15; $5.15-14. 


5964-05; 40-41-43; 40°66; 416; 45215; 45.45, 46-6) S026; SLG1, 6002; 72:2; 7218 

begetteth mot, nor in He begotten, 112:5 

begins and repeats the Creation, 10:4) 10-34) 17:99; 21/104) 27) 64;.29:19-20; S011; 30:27; 65.15 

beled im, BiG) WTI, BeSO; 4 179; 51195; 458-59, 450) 46, Ai1b2; 462; A: Tl 4175; bi be; 
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BOTT; BLT: Hey GH G52; GF2O; TES; Abs 

Blewed be He, T:64; BSeld; 25:1; 2510; 25:61; 404; 4985) 55:7H; G71 

brings to light what is hidden, 27:25, 51:16 

calls wo accouns, 204; 19:40-40; 15-98; 1646-47; 16:56; Uc 9S; 1G, 0:47, 3339, 49-21, PT: 
65:8; BS:26 

call upon Him, 6:52; 6:63; F:29; 7/55-56; 7.180; 13:96; 17))10;, IRB: 40.4, 40:60, 40:65 

come in between a man and his beart, §-24 

corated things in due proportion and Truth (for just ends), G73; M1; 15:25; WKB; 16:5; 3-2, 
T944y Me) SP 295) Oe, 45cEr: 26; Sd: Bed; TORR; ALT, 87:2; 91:7 

creates what We wills, 5:47; 5.17; 24:45; BO:68; We54) S5:)) 4240, oh, 

dors what He wills, 2:253, SO: 1007; Mey; E418; 8Sc16 

encompasses all things, 4:126; 17:60; 40:7, 41:34; 65:12, TEts 

encompasses unbelievers, 219. 5-190! 4-108. 8:47; IMF, 85.20 

enlarges the provision and restricts it, 2: 245; 19:26; 17:00; 2682, 2962; 90:37; 34-56, 54-99; 39:52; 
W212; ABT, 8915-16 , 

established /iitiwd |) on che Throne of Authority, 7:54; 10;3; 19:8) 20:5) 26:59; 32:4, 574 

caalted above what they ascribe to Him, 6:100; 7:10; 10/18; 16:0) M6) S; 1744; 20:14; 2: 22. 24.91.99 
BS:116) 276%; BA68: S040; S180; $9: 67; AS BZ; E48) B:2a; 72:5 

feeds but i mot fed, 6:14; 51:57-58 

for all things He has appointed a due proportion, 19:8; 17:90; 68:3. 


wing, 2284, Se51; S19: 4248; 4210G; Se1By Se99-40; Te16l; 829; B:70. 1292; 15:6, 14:10, 


26-82, 28/16, S871, $6.27; 90-55; 40:3; 42:25; 42:50; A284; 46091, ARM; 57:28, 58-15; G12, 
G17; Tha 
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Allah (cont‘d.) 

gives life to the dead. 2:28; 2:248; 2:259-260; 3:27; 6:36; 7:57; 10:31; 22:6; 30:19; 30:40; 30:50; 
36:12; 36:79; 41:39; 42:9; 46:33; 50:11; 75:40; 80:22; 86:8 
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gives without measure, 2:212; 3:27; 3:37; 24:38; 40:40 ; 
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69:52; 76:26; 87:1; 110:3 

God in heaven and God on earth, 43:84 

God of Mankind, 114:5 

grants Laughter and Tears, 53:43 

guides to Himself those who turn to Him, 42:15 

guides whom He will, 2:21; 2:272; 7:155; 10:25; 18:27; 15:31; 14:4; 16:9; 16:93; 22:16; 24°35; 24-46; 
28:56; 35:8; $9:23; 42:52; 74:31 

has grasp of every creature's forelock, 11:56; 96:15-16 

has no partner, 6:163; 7:190-198; 9:31; 10:66; 17:11]; 23:91; 25:2; 84:27; 35:40; 42:21; 68:41; 72:3 

has no son, 2:116; 4:171; 62101; 9:30; 10:68; 17:11; 18:4; 19:35; 19:88-92; 21:26; 29:9); 25:2; $7:152; 
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has subjected to you all things, 31:20; 45-12-15 

hasten you to Him, 51:50 

hears the arguments from both husband and wife, 58:1 

helping Him, 57:25; 59:8; 61:14 

His Hand is over their hands, 48:10 

in His presence are those who celebrate His praises, 41:38 

hope in, 33:21; 39:9; 60:6 

is not unjust, $:108; 5:117; $:182; 4:40; 8:51; 9:70; 10:44; 18:49; 22:10; 41:46; 43:76; 50:29 

is not unmindful of what you do, 2:74; 2:85; 2:140; 2:144; 2:149; 8:99; 6:192; 11:12; 14:42; 16:91; 

22:68; 28:17; 27:93; 

is sufficient, 2:1$7; 3:173; 4:6; 4:45; 4:70; 4:79; 4:81; 4:132; 4:166; 4:17]; 8:62; 8:64; 9:59; 9:129; 
10:29; 18:43; 15:95; 17:17; 17:65; 17:96; 25:31; 25:58; 29:52; 33:3; 33:25; 33:39; 33:48; 39-36; 
$9:38; 46:8; 48:28; 65:5 

is the best of planners, 3:54; 8:30; 15:42 

is with you wheresoever you may be, 57:4; 58:7 
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their deeds rendered astray, 47:1; 47;:8-9 
their hearing and seeing is covered over, 2:7; 17:45-46; 18:57; 36: 9}; 41:5; 45:25 
their own deeds seem pleasing, 6:122; 8:48; 9237; 27:4; 85:8 
turn away from them, 51:54; 54:6 
unforgiven, 47:34 
will never triumph, 8:59; 23:117 
wish for Islam, 15:2 
worst of creatures, 98:6 
yokes on their necks, $4:35; 36:8; 40:71 
Understanding, see Hearts. 
Unseen, the 
belief in, 2:3; 52:41 
keys of, 6:59 ’ 
Usury, 2:275-279; 3:130; 4:161 
‘Usayr, 9:50 
‘Uazd . 53:19 


Vice, to be avoided, 2:169; 2:268; 3:135; 4:15; 4:19; 4:22; 4:25; 6:151; 7:28; 7:33;'7:80; 12:24; 16:90; 
17:32; 24:19; 24:21; 29:28; 29:45; 38:30; 42:37; 53:32; 65:1 
see also Sin. 
Vicegerent, creation of, 2:30; 6:165; 38:26 
see also man 
Virtue, see Righteousness. 


Wadd, 71:25, n, 5721 app. 10 
Waqiah, al, S. 5:56 
Warfare rules of, 8:15-16; 8:45-47, 8:57-58; 8:60-61; 8:65; 8:70- 72; 9:5-6, 49:9; 59:5 
see also Fighting in the cause of Allah; Jihad; Peace. 
Waste not, 6:14]; 7:31; 17;26-27 ' : ty 
Water, 13:4; 13:14; 13:17; 15:22; 17:91; 18:41; 18:86; 21:30; 24:39; 24:45; 25:48-50; 25:53-54: 27:44; 
$5:12; $8:42; 47:15; 54:11-12; 54:28; 55:19-20; 56:31; 56:68-70; 67:30; 77:27; 79:31; 80:25 
Allah's Throne over the Waters, 11:7 
for purification, 4:43; 5:6 
from the rock, see Moses; Rocks, parable of 
from the sky, see Rain 
given to pilgrims, 9:19 
of Hell, 14:16-17; 18:29; 22:19; 37:67; 38:57; 44:46; 44:48; 47:15; 55:44; 56:42; 56:54; 56:93; 78:25; 
88:5 
see also Rain; Rivers; Springs and fountains; Flood. 
Way, the right, 1:6, n. 22; 42:52-53, nn, 4602-4603; 90:10-18; ete. 
Wealth, see Property. . 
Widows, 2:234; 2:240; 33:53 
Will and testament, last, see Bequest. 
Wind, parable of, 3:117 
Winds, 2:164; 3:117; 7:57; 10:22; 15:22; 18:45; 21:81; 22:31; 25:48; 27:63; 30:46; 30:48; 30:51; 33:9: 
$4:12; 35:9; 38:36; 41:16; 42:33; 45:5; 46:24-25; 51:1-4; 51:41-42; 52:27; 54:19-20; 69:6-7; 77:1-6 
Wine, 2:219; 5:90-91; 12:36; 12:41; n. 2096; 47:15; 76:21; 83:25-27 
Wisdom, 2:251; 2:269; 3:48; 3:79; 3:81; 4:113; 5:110; 10:1; 12:2; 16:125; 17:39; 19:12; 26:83; 28:14; 
33:34; 38:20; 40:67; 45:63; 57:17; 62:2 
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Witnesses, 
over all peoples, 16:84; 16:89; 22:78; 28:75; 39:69:85:5 
to bequests, 5:106-108 
to contracts, 2:282 
to Zind, 24:4; 24:13 
Wives, 2:187; 2:223, 4:20-21; 4128-130; 15:38; 25:6; 24:6-9; 33:57; 37:22; 40:8; 45:70; 60;10-11; 64:14; 
66:10-11; 70:30 fa 
abstention from, 2:226; 4:34; 33:4; 58:2-3 
favours of Allah, 16:72; 25:74 
see also Marriage; Divorce, 
Wives of the Prophet, 33:6; $3:28-34; 33:50-54; 33:55; 33:59; 66:1; 66:3-5 
Wombs, 8:6; 4:1; 1$:8; 16:78; 22:5; 91:34; 99:6; 53:32 
Women, 2:222-228; 3:14; $:195; 4:15; 4:19-25; 4:52; 4:34; 4:124; 4:127; 9:71; n. 21038; 24:26) 24:31; 
_ 24:60; 33:32; 33:35; 33:73; 40:40; 47:19; 48:5; 48:25; 65:1-2; 65:6; 66:5; 71:28 
Companions in Paradise, see Hur. 
four perfect, n. 5549. 
_ in pregnancy, 7:189; 31:14; 39:6; 41:47; 46:15; 65:4; 65:6 
_ ste also Mothers, Wombs. _ 
.. modesty of, 24:30-31; 33:53; 53:59 
refugees, tested, 60:10; 60:12 
see also Wives. 
Wood, Companions of the, 15: 18-79; 26:176-190; 13:38; 26:176-190; 38:18; 5014 
~ Wool, 16:80 
Worldly life. 2:86: 2-200°201: 2-212; 9-290: 3-14; 9-117; 4:74: 4:77; 4:94; 4.134; 6:32; 7:169; 9:37; 9:69; 
10:7; 10-23-24; 10:64; 10:88; 11:15; 12:101; 13:34; 14:27; 16:30; 16:107; 16:122; 18:27; 18:46; 
20:72; 22:11; 24:14; 24:19; 24:23; 28:60-61; 28:77; 28:79; 29:27; 29:64; 30:7; 38:28; 39:10; 
40:43; 41:16; 41:31; 42:20; 43:32; 53:29; 59:3; 68:33; 79:38; 87:16; 102:1__ 
a little enjoyment, 3:197; 10:23; 10:70; 10:98; 13:26; 17:18; 20:13]; 26:205; 40-39; 42:36; 45:35; 
"46:20; 77:46 
deception of, 2:204; 3:185; 6:70; 6:130;-7:51; 81:33; 35:5; 45:35; 47:36; 57:20 
__ similitude of, 3:117; 18:45; 57;20 
see also Children, Property and wealth, Sons, etc. Compare Hereafter. 


Ya'qub, see Jacob. 
Yaghith, 71:23, n. 5721 opp. 10 
Yahyd , n. 375; 3:39; 6:85; 19:7; 19:12-15; n.°2483; 21-90 © © 
Ya Sin, S. 36 
Yathrib, 33:13 
see also Madinah. 
Ya'iq, 71:23, n. 5721 opp. 10 
Yemen, see Saba’ 
Yiinus, S. 10, see Jonah, 
Yusuf, S. 12. see Joseph. 
Zabiir, see Psalms. 
Zakah, 2:48, 110, 177, 277; 4:162; 5:55 
Zakariya, 3:37; 6:85; 19:2 
prayer of, 3:38-41; 19:3-10; 21:89-90 
Zalzalah, al, S. 99 
Zanjabil, 76:17 
Zaqqiim, Tree of, 17:60; 37:62-66; 44:43-46; 56:52-53 
Zayd ibn Harithah, 35:37 
Zaynab, daughter of Jahsh, n. 5706 to 33:28; $3:37-38 nn 3722-3723; n. 3745 to 33:50 
Zaynab, daughter of Khuzaymah, n. $706 to 33:28, n. 3745 wo 33:50 
Zihar, 33:4; 58:2-4 
Zina, 4:15-16; 17:32; 24:2-4; n. 2960; 25:68; 60;12 
accusations of, 24:4-9; 24:11-19; 24;23 
Zodiac, 15:16; 25:61; n. 5085; n. 5177; 85:1 
Zukhruf, al, S. 43 
Zumur, al, S. 39 
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